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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child - the following sections of 
the Convention appeared to me to have a direct bearing on issues of parental 
contact and involvement (extracts in italics, my comments in bold) (for full text of 
the Convention, click here, and go here for discussion, etc., on the UNICEF site):  

Article 5:  

States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, 
where applicable, the members of the extended family or community as provided for 
by local custom, legal guardians or other persons legally responsible for the child, to 
provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child, appropriate 
direction and guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognised in the 
present Convention.  

"direction and guidance" - this requires regular contact  

Article 7:  

1. The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from 
birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to 
know and be cared for by his or her parents.  

...  

"to know and be cared for" - this requires regular contact  

Article 9:  

1. States Parties shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or her 
parents against their will, except when competent authorities subject to judicial 
review determine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures, that such 
separation is necessary for the best interests of the child. Such determination may be 
necessary in a particular case such as one involving abuse or neglect of the child by 
the parents, or one where the parents are living separately and a decision must be 
made as to the child's place of residence.  



2. In any proceedings persuant to paragraph 1 of the present article, all interested 
parties shall be given an opportunity to participate in the proceedings and make 
their views known.  

3. States Parties shall respect the right of the child who is separated from one or 
both parents to maintain personal relations and direct contact with both parents on 
a regular basis, except if it is contrary to the child's best interests.  

Re: paragraph 1, "a decision must be made ..." - note the option of joint custody. 
Does this paragraph suggest a presumption in favour of this option?  

Re: paragraph 3, note "direct contact ... on a regular basis"  

Article 12:  

1. States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own 
views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the 
views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of 
the child.  

2. For this purpose, the child shall in particular be provided the opportunity to be 
heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child, either 
directly, or through a representative or an appropriate body, in a manner consistent 
with the procedural rules of national law.  

Article 14:  

1. States parties shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought, conscience 
and religion.  

2. States parties shall respect the rights and duties of parents and, if applicable, legal 
guardians, to provide direction to the child in the exercise of his or her right in a 
manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child.  

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such 
limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, 
order, health or morals, or the fundamental rights and freedom of others.  

"the rights and duties of parents ..." requires regular contact.  

Article 18:  

1. States Parties shall use their best efforts to ensure recognition of the principle that 
both parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of 
the child. Parents or, as the case may be, legal guardians, have the primary 
responsibility for the upbringing and development of the child. The best interests of 
the child will be their basic concern.  



2. For the purpose of guaranteeing and promoting the rights set forth in the present 
Convention, States Parties shall render appropriate assistance to parents and legal 
guardians in the performance of their child-rearing responsibilities and shall ensure 
the development of institutions, facilities and services for the care of the child.  

"both parents ... "  

Article 19:  

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and 
educational measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental 
violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or 
exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) 
or any other person who has the care of the child.  

2. Such protective measures should, as appropriate, include effective procedures for 
the establishment of social programmes to provide necessary support for the child 
and for those who have the care of the child, as well as for other forms of prevention 
and for identification, reporting, referral, investigation, treatment and follow-up of 
instances of child maltreatment described heretofore, and, as appropriate, for 
judicial involvement.  

Options of support for parents and other caregivers and other forms of protection.  

Article 27:  

1. States Parties recognise the right of every child to a standard of living adequate 
for the child's physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development.  

2. The parent(s) or others responsible for the child have the primary responsibility 
to secure, within their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions of living 
necessary for the child's development.  

3. States Parties, in accordance with national conditions and within their means, 
shall take appropriate measures to assist parents and others responsible for the 
child to implement this right and shall in case of need provide material assistance 
and support programmes, particularly with regard to nutrition, clothing and 
housing.  

4. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to secure the recovery of 
maintenance for the child from the parents or other persons having financial 
responsibility for the child, both within the State Party and from abroad. In 
particular, where the person having financial responsibility for the child lives in a 
State different from that of the child, States Parties shall promote the accession to 
international agreements or the conclusion of such agreements, as well as the 
making of other appropriate arrangements.  



Recognition of the costs of "enjoying" access, for non-custodial parents? 
Accountability of the custodial parent for the use of child maintenance (child 
support) payments received, with guidelines as to how the funds are to be used?  

Article 29:  

1. States Parties agree that the education of the child shall be directed to:  

...  

(c) The development of respect for the child's parents, his or her own cultural 
identity, language and values, for the national values of the country in which the 
child is living, the country from which he or she may originate and from civilisations 
different from his or her own;  

(d) The preparation of the child for responsible life in a free society, in the spirit of 
understanding, peace, tolerance, equality of the sexes, and friendship among all 
peoples, ethnic, national and religious groups and persons of indigenous origin;  

...  

Note also:  

Article 2  

1. States Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present 
Convention to each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any 
kind, irrespective of the child's or his or her parent's or legal guardian's race, 
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social 
origin, property, disability, birth or other status.  

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the child is 
protected against all forms of discrimination or punishment on the basis of the 
status, activities, expressed opinions, or beliefs of the child's parents, legal 
guardians, or family members.  

Mention of birth in paragraph 1 and status of parents in paragraph 2 indicates that 
the terms of the Convention apply whether the parents are married or not.  

Also of relevance:  

Article 44  

1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Committee, through the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, reports on the measures they have adopted which 
give effect to the rights recognized herein and on the progress made on the 
enjoyment of those rights:  



(a) Within two years of the entry into force of the Convention for the State Party 
concerned;  

(b) Thereafter every five years.  

2. Reports made under the present article shall indicate factors and difficulties, if 
any, affecting the degree of fulfillment of the obligations under the present 
Convention. Reports shall also contain sufficient information to provide the 
Committee with a comprehensive understanding of the implementation of the 
Convention in the country concerned.  

3. A State Party which has submitted a comprehensive initial report to the 
Committee need not, in its subsequent reports submitted in accordance with 
paragraph 1 (b) of the present article, repeat basic information previously provided.  

4. The Committee may request from States Parties further information relevant to 
the implementation of the Convention.  

5. The Committee shall submit to the General Assembly, through the Economic and 
Social Council, every two years, reports on its activities.  

6. States Parties shall make their reports widely available to the public in their own 
countries.  

Non-government bodies can also report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the 
Child. The UN Committee appears to consider paragraph 6 of some importance and 
wishes to encourage widespread discussion of the issues .  
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