
INTRODUCTION

I makethis submissionto this committeeas a single fatherwho feelsvery strongly
that thecurrentfamily law actis long overdueto changeto betterreflect theneedsof
all partiesinvolved in theeventoffamily separation.

If parentsareunableto resolvethecareoftheirchild thechild shouldhavetheright to
haveequalaccessto bothparents,nothaveaparenttakenawayby thecourt.

The court should recognisethe importanceof both parentsto allow the child to
developinto awell-adjustedadult. Thecurrentsystemsupportsawinner loserloser
situation. Thelosers,generallybeingthefatherlesschild andthe father.

Given that the best interestsof the child are paramountconsideration,I fail to
understandwith all thelateststatisticsreflectingit servesthe child’s best interestto
spendasmuch time as possiblewith both parents,why doesthe family court not
encouragethis.

I am a correctionalofficer in a men’s maximum-securityprison and find almost all
offenderscomefrom fatherlesshomes.

I find this very disturbingandbelievethelack on anappropriatemalerole modelhas
in manycases“De-railed” theseoffenderslives manyyearsbeforetheybecamean
adult.
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TERMS OF REFERENCE

RESPONSE

(a)

• (i) Criminal record,character
• ProvenDomesticviolence(supportedby conviction)
• Substanceabusethatwill impedeaparentto takeadequatecareofthechild
• Inability to providesafe,secureandstableaccommodation
• A parentis unableto provideadequatecare
• Consideringwherethechild residedpre separationneitherparentshouldhavethe

ability to relocatethe child if it impedeson the otherparentto have a 50/50
contactarrangement

• BreastFed infants

• (ii) Grandparentsshouldhavethe right to spendthe sameamount of time with
their grandchildrenpost separationas they did prior to separation. The court
shouldhavetheability to makeanorderif contactis beingdeniedby theparent’s.
The grandparent’scharacterand ability to care for the children should be
considered.

(b)

I believe the current child support formula is unfair. I believe if a 50/50 care
arrangementexists, no child support should be payable by either parent. A fair
formulawouldbe a sliding scaleperlevel ofcontact. Basedon thecurrentformulaof
18%for 1 child.

50/50 -

60/40 -

70/30 -

80/20 -

90/10 -

No Contact - 18%

No Child support

3.6%

7.2%

10.8%

14.4%
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SUMMARY

I implorethis committeeto recommendchangesto thefamily law actto makeit a

better,fairersystemfor all involved, in particularthechildren. This committee

mustrecognisea child’s right to haveequalaccessto bothparentsin most

circumstances.

It shouldbeachild’s right to spendasmuchtime with bothparentsaspossible,and

thecourtsshouldactivelyencouragethis andrecognisethis asservingthechild’sbest

interests.
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