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I would like tomakethefollowing submissiontoyour enquiry into ChildCustodyarrangements:

Contactwith Children
Giventhebestinterestofthe child is theparamountconsideration,whatotherfactorsshouldbe
takeninto accountin deciding therespectivetime eachparentshould spendwith his or her
childrenpost.-separation,
Inparticular,whetherthere shouldbeapresumptionthatthe childrenwifi spendequaltimewith
eachparent,andif so, in whatcircumstancesshouldsuchapresumptionberebutted.
It will alsolook at thecircumstancesin which acourtshouldorderthatchildrenofseparated
parentshavecontactwith other persons- includingtheirgrandparents.

Answer:
Inthis dayandagewhyshouldthemotherautomaticallygetfull custodyofthechildren?
In thesehyingtimesyouwill ~ndbothparentswork,
It isgoingbackover20 yearsthatthemalewastheprominentproviderandthewomanstayedat
homewith the children.
If themalewishesto takefdll custodyhe shouldbegivenequalconsiderationandif givencustody
thewomenshouldbeforcedto payChild Support.

ThecurrentChild Support Formula isDISCRIMINATION of thehighestdegree.

Spendingequaltimewith eachparentwould bevery unsettling.Childrenneedto have apermanent
‘Home Base’,Childrenareextremelyresilient,however, theymusthave a placetheycallhome,a
placewireretheycanleavetheirbelongingspennanently.
Thecourtscannothaveonesetregulation for all cases;thecourtsmustjudgeeachcaseonits
merits.
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Child-Sipport Formula

Thecommitteewill investigatewheth~theexistingchild supportformulaworks fairly for both
pntsinrelationtotheircateofandcomact*fththeircbildren.

Answer:

I noticethis questionis wordedvery shrewdly

I know this isnottheansweryouare expectingnor want

You wanttoknowif theexistingchild support formulaworks fhfrly for bothparentsin relation to

theirCAREOF andCONTACTwith theirchildren

TheexistingChild SupportFormula is ajokeand notfair atall!

TheexislingChild SupportFormula isunjust and requires urgent changes.

The cwi~entChildSupportPonnulahastheparent who hasfull custodyreceivingfall Child
Support PaymentsevenwhentheChildren arenot in theircare
Thisputsaddedpressureonthenon-custodialparent,whosefinancial resourcesarealready
stretchedto themaximumandbeyond..
TheChildrenthenthinkthenon-custodialparentis stingyandwill not takethemplaces,not
understandingthatall ofthenon-custodialparentssparecashis beingsentto thecustodialparent.
andthatthenon-custodialparenthasno sparemoneyto spendontheirChildren

Again, why shouldthewomen,thesedays,get automaticcustodyofthechildren?

The current formulausedfor makingChild Support Paymentsis sendingmeBankrupt

The formula must be changedImmediatelyto thefollowing:

Paymentsto betaken outofNETT payNOT grosspay

Paymentsto betaken outofnettpay for a 40 Hour weekand NO MORE

If thepersonpayingChild Supportwishesto earnsomeex~amoney,to retainacomfortable
lifestyle,atthecostofspendingqualitytimewiththeirfamilyandanytypeofSocial life, thenthat
extrapaymust betheirstokeep.

I amsureyou will find therealparentwhowarnsto retaincustodywill stepforwardoncethey
knowthe moneytheywifi begettingis reasonableandnotthe outlandishamountcurrentlythrown
uponthem,
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ThecurrentsystemaflowsthepersonreceivingChild SupportPaymentstorip offthe system,not
spendpaymentsfornecessitieslike shoes,underwearetcandgetawaywith thistimeandtime
again. The currentsystembelievesit is abreath ofprivacyto askhowChild Supportpaymentsare
beingspent.

CustodialParentsreceivingpaymentsfrom NonCustodIalparentsshouldbeforced toshow
receiptsandan iteinisedaccountofhowthemoneyisbeingspent.Thesereceiptsshouldbe
checked,by both Child Support.andtheNon - Custodialparentandanyirregularitiesshould be
dealtwith.

AN URGENTAMENDMENT IS REQUIRED

If you haveany further queriespleasedo nothesitateto contactme

Yourssincerely

qorsIia,wWL&ñ

ShaneWalsh



1nquiry’~~t0child
custody arrangements
Helping parents ~etinvütved
The ~ovomrneithas~rinounceda
pnrliamentsryr~uiiyinto chadovsto~’
arrangements1,, the eventof family~epar~tYor7.

This impOrlant s~oseekstoaeic~ress
community concerns about the operation
of oontact end child support arrangements
tot seper~tedfamiliesand reflectsthe
Govamment~commitment to ensuthig that, to
the greatest exZSnt poasible children beriefft
from the fove an~care o~botI~parenYs when
they sepw~te.

Th~House 01 RepresentativesSter,dir7g
Committee on Pamily arid Community Affsls
will investigatethe MIowin~
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children post-separation,

NO.844 P.4

- ~ 0Hd~m2’!
s~• ‘~~!l~!~

In particular. whstherthere should be
a presumptioN that children will spend
equal time with each parent. arid if so,
ri Whatcircumstances ~hotildsuch a
presumption be rebutted.

It will also look at the circumstancesin
which a court should ~rd~fthat children
of separated parents have contact
with other persona - including their
grandparents.

ChIW Suppert ~ormu!a
The committee will investigate whether the
sxlstin~ child support formula works fairly for
both parents In relatiOn tO their care of and
contact with. thair children.

CSA WflI have the opportunity to provideinptt
tothe Corn miflea. We do not yet know what
lormat this will tele.

What can 1 tell a ct~entwho wants to ~et~nvt~tvedIn the Inquiry?
“The ~overnrnenthas set up a parliamentary inquiry Into child custody

arrangementsin the event of family separation.

• The Child Support ic,rmula is one o~the aspects the committee will be looking at.

o Submissionsto the Inqu~y~rebeiri~sought by the Committeeand must be
lodged by 8 August 2O0~.

~ If you are making a submission, you should obtairi guidelines on the preparation
of asubmission.Th~~i~available from the committee’swebsite.The web~ite
address is ~

• The sddress fo~’lodging Submissions Is:
CommitteeSecretary
StandingCommittee on Family an~CommunityAffairs
Child Custody Arrari~ements inquiry
Department of the Houseof Representatives
T’arliarnent I-loUse
Canberra ACT 2800
Fax: (02) 6277 4544
Email: FCA.REPS~ieph.go~~au

The Committee is to report back to Puliament by 31 December 2003.
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