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re JointCustodyandtheFamilyLaw Review

I think it is greatthatjoint custodyof childrenis to bethe focusof aFamilyLaw
Review. I would like to submit the view below, which young peoplehave
expressedto me.I think thatit is ideal for childrenif mumsanddadshaveequal
custody.To datethediscussionseemsto focuson thechildrenmovingbackand
forth from mum to dad. If joint custodygenuinely focusedon the careand
concern for the children’s emotional, social, educationalwell beinga family
homewouldbe establishedfor thechildrenandtheparentswouldmovein and
out for custodytime. In thepresentdiscussion,very little considerationseemsto
be givento what it is like for childrento move - weekly,fortnightly, monthly—

whateverthejoint custodydecidesupon.Childrentell me,they cannotsayhow
hardit is to movefrom houseto housebecausetheylovebothparentsanddon’t
want to risk hurting, losing, disappointing,offendingeither of them. If joint
custodyis agreedupon wherethebenefit of thechildrenis paramount,thena
family homewouldbe establishedandparentswould movein andout.After all
they are the adults and are more likely to havethe skills to cope with the
emotional,socialandorganisationaldifficulties regularmovingnecessitates.
Thank you for reading my contribution to the joint custody issues being
consideredby theFamilyLaw Review.
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Ms.Kay Hull
FederalMP, NationalParty
ParliamentHouse
Canberra,ACT

DearMs. Hull,
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