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DearSir / Madam

I amwriting to expressmy strong supportfor the proposalsto increasejoint residencyarrangements
for childrenin separatedfamilies.

This is a proposal that is longoverdue. It hasgreatmerit in that it will strengthenthe opportunityfor
goodrelationshipsbetweenboth parents andtheirchildren. The presumption ofjoint custodywill
alsobenefitparents. It canbenefitparentsbecauseit can eliminate argument over parenting
arrangements.In addition, parentsarebenefited throughthe sharingofthe burdening ofraising
children andwill provide parentswith opportunities for themselvesthroughgreater self-development
time.

Conflict betweenparents ismaxiniisedin the current family systemfor the simple reasonthat “the
winnertakesall”.

There isno incentivein currentfamily law practice for cooperationbetweenparentsespeciallywith
the sharingofthe burdenassociatedwith managingchildren andtheir developmentby oneparent on
their own.

Presentfamily lawpracticepunishesthe parent with theleast amountofresidencywith the children.

Almost inevitablyit is fatherswho areon the receiving endofthis harsh treatment.

Researchdemonstratesthat as a consequenceofthe typeofresidenceorders currentlypreferred by
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the courtsmany children losecontactwith their fathers. The lossoftheserelationships is
unnecessaryand avoidable.

I look forward to the developmentofa family law systemthat recognisesthe importance of fathers
in their children’s lives.

Thankyou,

JohnSibilant
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