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Govern ment
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30 May 2003

Mr David MP
Chair

Committee on Economics, Finance and Public Administration

ACT 2601

Dear Mr

to tie
- At the

I lo the recently released discussion paper on the Cost
Crossroads",

At the

I note that in the options provided at the end of the document, are to the
distribution of the Commonwealth Financial Assistance Grant to local

I provide on the options I would to the
of ftic Local

The Local Grants Commission (Commission) is an
body the Local Government Act (1993). Its is to
distribution of the Financial Assistance Grant within to the

Principles set by the Commonwealth, including the
equalisation,

The Commission is comprised of six members, with a mix mid-
and councils. The and of

the is the of a
to to

The is by an and two
These provide administrative to the as as
all with councils, the

calculations and up to with issues that are local within
All is provided at the of the of

Local Government and Planning.
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41 George
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For 2003/04, the Commission will be a to the
of the the the
met the of the are no

to the for a review of the the
to and in the

of the Local Act 1995.
the

To of the National Principles and the
methodology, the (17 In

as of the review of the methodology. The to
be in a to on the The

the had
low

the is the to a of
to councils. are to be the

and Councils the way to
and to the fives councils an

to relevant to own the of
the The on

I now to of the in the

of the options the possible of a for
the of the grant While this optioa in

simplicity, not generally to equity if the
is

is not homogenous, the and OT
the In the is to

and community Councils this
in - In population and Factors on their to

vary

The Commission the ability of councils to provide in its of
the of horizontal fn its It

as
Scale

location)
Growth

Tourism
Dispersion
Demography
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for
Terrain
Climate
Soil

Location in of scale geographic location)

On title of the the Commission the ability of
to aid and

by a are included in the

the Commission has received is are
the set of the to for
community.

I the to a model similar to the socio-economic (SES)
to to non-government schools. My is

it to socio-economic representing the capacity to pay for
Jh the of the of horizontal the of

to pay is but one in a council's ability to and

As above, are thai significantly impact on the of a to
that are to the

the the capacity of to pay on
it not to an of the of

as and
are individuals.

I am what is by the option refening to the of the in a
to the of the to Recovoy The of

on the of the "by file
Commissions. Given are only a of an

I yop are to the of the
to tie and not to a

The Commission is of the as
by Commission in its the

of vertical in the per '
is a in and for
use in the

This is not a criticism of any Commission. The Commonwealth has
around far longer any Commission yet is still finding to its

methodology.

61? 32379577
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4

Hie of precision is more pronounced at the local at
the of local

Finally, I to a
for the and of the
Commission has to the
in

of the six of the Queensland Local Government are
by the Government of and the

and councils. a
has by councils. This gives the

are being the is to

The Commission has a as as
councils. The that and are

as provide real for to
the ability of councils to this

as the are and the
can be

The risk with one body this role. Is that will feel
from the allocation and It "be
to the of It is to see a

body an of the 722 councils all
and

1 would like to you for the opportunity to to the I
a of our Report on the review of the

for the of the Commonwealth Financial 2003.
this Commission the National Principles, the

of the and our review process. At the aw m
of tables the and the

Yours

Chair
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