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DearSir / Madam

Re: Submission— Inquiry into CostShjfling by StateGovernmentto LocalGovernment

On behalfof Council andthe residentsof the ShireofQuairading,I herebysubmitthe following
commentsfortheCommittee’sconsideration:-

• TheShireofQuairadingis a smallrural local authoritylocated168 kilometresEastofPerth.

The communityand local economyis almost exclusivelybasedon the agricultural industry
or serviceindustriesandGovernmentinfrastructure.

• Council (like all Councils)havebeenforcedto establishor maintainservicesandfacilities
due to reductionin funding from StateGovernmentor in some caseswithdrawalof actual
servicesfrom our community.

• Examplesofcostshifting orrequirementto provide serviceswhenthe StateGovernmenthas
withdrawnservicesareasfollows: -

- Direct financial impost to Council (and the community) whenthe State Government
reviewedthe motor licensingsystem. Direct costshift due to reducedcommissionsand
Local Governmentbearingonline costs(Estimatedadditionalcost$25,000p.a.).

Failure to takeon serviceat reducedratesmeantthat the Motor Vehicle and Drivers
Licensingfacility wouldnotbe availableto theCommunity.

- Council currently providesextensivefinancialincentivesto attractandretain a Medical
Practitioner.

Costsincurred includedthe provision of modernhousing,motorvehicle, modemfully
fitted surgeryandguaranteedsalarypackage.

Council considersthat Local Governmentsin theMetropolitanAreasandMajor Regional
Areas would not even contemplatecontributing towards the provision of Medical
Services.

Council considersthereshould be recognitionof the significant financial contributions
madeby remoteandrural Councils.



- Council hasnow on two occasionscontributedtowardsthe cost of mobile telephony
servicesin the district and in the region. It is consideredunreasonablethat small rural
local authoritiesare forcedto financially contributeto a servicethat is expectedto be
provided in the Metropolitan areasand large Regionalareaswithout contributionby
Local Government.

- The State Governmenthasprogressivelyreducedthe “on the ground”humanresources
for Agricultural IndustryProtectionandto retain any semblanceof serviceto the rural
landholders,Council hadto takethe initiative to enterinto a serviceagreementwith the
Departmentof Agriculture to employ apersonpart time (job sharewith the Community
LandcareOfficer). Whereasthe StateGovernmentpreviouslyprovidedmotor vehicle,
office support,accommodationfor the APB Officer, Council is now expectedto accept
theseresponsibilities.

If Council had not enteredthe arrangement,rural agriculturalproducersof the District
would have only had accessto an Agricultural Officer (and one would say more
infrequentservice)possibly60 — 100 kilometresaway.

- Council also considersthat therehave beena fundamentalcentralisationof human
resourcesin the Central Wheatbelt Region in the areaof Welfare (ie Family and
Children’sServices)andthat manyemergency/ crisesoccurrencesarenot beingor can
not bedealtwith adequatelyfrom aregionaloffice.

To offsetthe inadequacyoffundingoflocal welfareandmentalhealthservices,volunteer
communitymembersarenow taking up the role of counsellors/ mediatorsto meetthe
rising demands. It is consideredthat thereis inadequatefundingfrom StateGovernment
in thefield of expertiseto ensureadequatecoverof trainedpersonnelin socialwork.

- This Council is concernedat the StateGovernment’sphilosophyof costrecoveryat all
costsin regardto the provisionandexpansionof infrastructuresuchaselectricity,water
andsewerage.

Council finds that the excessiveheadworksand service chargessought by Utility
Corporationsare a major barrier to providing developedland for future community
growth. For example,Council’spast two residentialsubdivisionshavebeensoldat well
below“breakeven” dueto the low landpricesachievableandhigh headworkscharges.
Council considersthat StateGovernmentsandtheirutilities shouldprovide flexibility in
assessingcostsfor highdemandareasversuslow landdemandareas.

In conclusion,Council is seekingthe StandingCommittee’sconsiderationof thevariousbarriers
to small rural / regionalCouncilswho areworkingwith very limited budgetsandreducingState
Governmentassistanceto ensuretheircommunitiessurviveandcontinueto growinto thefuture.

Yours faithfully

GRAEME A FARDON
ChiefExecutiveOfficer


