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Dicar Sir,
Please find enclosed mformation that 1 have gatherd on the situation

regarding the demise the fish population of Australian waters, and in fact of the world.

I first sent some of this information to eight of the capital cities newspapers
and {o the Liberal Party through our local party member. None of the press even
acknowledge receipt of my letters,but the Liberal Party did. Since then I have
gathered much more information on the subject to my dismay. 1 am enclosing also
several copies of newspaper items on the subject substantiating my claims.

I ought to have re-writfen this worl, but am sending it with addendums cte.

It all boils down to the following in my view: We must breed fish and release
them into the ocean, and we must cut out the waste from the professional fishermen
Having to throw the excess of the fish they trawl over their quota back dead,

My suggestion on this is to give them weekly or monthly and yearly quotas and
allow them a percentage over their quotas for that week and for it 1o be deducted from
next weeks and monthly quota. This way there would be no waste fish and the
fishermen would not go out that week when their quota is reached.

As this is a commonwealth matter, I am submitting this to you.

Sincerely,

Bruce England.
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To Whom it may concern (most Australians, in fact the world)

We are perceiving so many needs of preserving the planet and environs from so many
things, even to preserving the bird life by keeping wetlands ete for birds that are not
nessarilly of intrinsic value to humanity and the planet. Now let me say [ am all in
favour of this,as few people love birds as much as [ do.

We are even going overboard to protect insects from extinction (well some
people do) that are not in any way beneficial to us.

We are concerned for the Barrier Reef, as we might well be.

Well, this only the tip of the iceburg so to speak. The crisis is the whole ocean
system,the demise of the fish population. Anyone who has been fishing for any length
of time will know that the fish population has diminished alarmingly.

Even the governments are aware, and are trying to preserve the fish population
with Marine Parks. This is stupid, as stopping fish from being caught in some areas
does not stop them from travelling to other areas.

1 used to be able to fish off beaches in most places and catch fish there some 40
years ago. Now it is useless to fish there. Places I used to get many schnapper
,whiting and bream and other fish off the beaches are barren of fish.

At Portland where I live | sometimes drive out onto the rock pier and sit and
watch and talk to Guys fishing. There will often be twenty or thirty rods out, and I
will spend an hour there, watching and usually no more than one small fish is caught.

People will say to me, aren’t you going to fish, and I tell them that I catch as
many as them, just sitting in my car, which I mostly do. For thirty rods out for an
hour, for one fish means I would have to sit there for thirty hours with one rod to
catch one small fish,or ten hours with three rods out. Stupid.

Forty years ago, 1 used to fish at Mermaid Beach on the Gold Coast, with just a
trout rod, and catch whiting and bream. Now you are very lucky to catch anything by
wading in with a surf rod. The same applies where my Brother in Law and I have a
beach house or shack near Robe in South Australia. You cant catch anything off the
beach,and very little from aboat.

I have just come back from the Gold Coast where my wife and I would dine at
the Southport Yaght Club for Sunday lunch and the drive up to the end of the spit and
spend an hour watching the action on the broadwater, and I would always see two or
three Osprey (Fish eagles) hovering above the Broadwater looking for fish. Due to
illness we had not been there for the last three years, and now that I am on my own, I
still go there of a Sunday, and I look to see the Osprey. They are still in their eerie at
the start of the broad water, buffin twelve trips this year I have not seen one Osprey
over the Bradwater, although I have seen seven fly over South Stradbroke out to sea.

To me it can only mean that there are few if any fish for them to get there and
they have to go out to sea for a feed, This is how serious the situation is.
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I have seen the Portland Harbour, which is about 3 square Kilometres in area,
completely full of fish, shoulder to shoulder, some 40 years or so ago: there would be
billions of them. SO_ Builta
cannery at Portland, and because the local fishing boats were not large enough, they
Got two boats and a spotter plane from Eden in N.S.W {o net the fish, and within a
few months they had virtually wiped out the Salmon. I was building a house for the
manager, and went to see him about the job, and he was waiting for a boat to come
from Tasmania with fish. They had wiped out the salmon in Victorian waters and
would do the same to Tasmania. The cannery was closed and has never re-opened.

Then around fifteen or so years ago, they discovered the Orange Roughy
Deep down, and of course all the fishermen went after them and nearly wiped them
out. As of about five years age they have become protected.

There used to be huge schools of what we called Haddock, which were Snot
Gall Trevally, in the Portland Harbour, and they would swim up and down the pier,
and hundreds of anglers would fish for them and catch them very easily whilst they
were on the bight. They have not been here for the last four years, so I can only
Surmise that they have somehow been wiped out.

About six years ago, two men netted 70 Tonns of Snapper up the Spencer Gulf
north of Adelaide, in one haul. So they would be back every day for a while later, and
numerous other boats as well This is one of their breeding grounds, so they would
probably be small fish, so you can imagine how many there would be.

I believe that netting has since been banned up there

So first we have the fishing pressure too much for the fish to handle.

Next, we are denuding the ocean of the fish’foodstock in the form of prawns
Which are on the menue of every restaurant, and all the bait which is sold in all the
bait shops and service stations . Whitebait, Prawns, Pilchards, Bluebait and whatever.

Thirdly, we are preserving the fish’s Preditors, in the form of sharks,Dolfins
Seals Penguins, Gannets and other seabirds, which must have an nnpdct on the fish,
Diminishing their population.

Then there is the situation where the world population is doubling in some ten
Or so years, and more and more people are using fish oil as a medicine.

So the situation is that apart from the fish supply not being able to keep up
With the pressure as it is, how is it going to cater for double the demand in the short
term, but treble and more in the medium term.

The answer is simple. We must set up hatcheries right around the coast near the
towns and breed fish and release them as fingerlings into the ocean.

And of coarse, we will also need to breed some of their foodstock and release
them into the ocean. Well it has to be done.

1 can foresee the day when it will be unsafe to enter the ocean at the beaches,
Because when the sharks become short of fish to eat, they will be into the beaches
looking for food, in the form of the two legged variety.
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I will tell you a story of when I was in Port Morseby in 1950, working for the
Department of Works and Housing. Six of us hired a native lakatoi (canoe with
outrigger) and two natives to sail it and went to Fisherman,s Island some eight miles
from Morseby,for Easter. I would run along the canoe and dive off the front and swim
flat out until the outrigger caught up to me, and then pull myself up and climb back
onto the canoe. The natives were concerned for sharks.

When we were close to the Island in about 3 meters of water, we could see
numerous sharks on the bottom.

We would go out in the early mornings in the lee of the island and toss a hand
made grenade into a school of mullet and dive and get as many fish as we wanted .

The sharks would swim between us getting dead and stunned fish. One guy had
a fish taken out of his hand. The sharks were not interested in us as long as there were
fish to get. I hate to think what would happen if there were no fish. Likewise you can
imagine what will happen when the fish become too scarce for the sharks. They will
be in to the beaches looking for food, in the two legged variety. It will be unsafe to
swim there. Is this what we want for our grandchildren.?
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About fory years ago we used to catch numerous snapper from the beach at Nora
Criena,near Robe in S.A.. Now you are lucky to catch any from a boat there.

Up to about three years ago we could catch numerous Sweep near the reefs there, but
over the last two years they have almost vanished. I cannot supply an explanation for
their demise.

I am enclosing several Newspaper cuttings showing the sttuation. Even Prince
Charles is concerned, so the situation is evidently similar over there.

There is a photo of Coutta being court by the thousands at Portland fifty years
ago. Boats would be there circling schools of couta most days for years and we could
catch them in plenty from the wharf. Not any more.

I am enclosing a page from a book on Super Foods, wherein is an article saying
that Atlantic Salmon are virtually extinct in U.S.A. Well twenty years ago, | was in
Anchorage,Alaska, and witnessed thousands of Salmon going upstream in a creak
There ,to breed. Of coarse there are numerous rivers and creeks (probably
Thousands)in Alaska alone, so the numbers going upstream would be in the trillions.

It is hard to believe that they would be wiped out in so short a time.

We used to catch Tuna about 200 metres from the beach at Portland.

Now once a year they are caught about 42 kilometres by anglers coming from all
Round Australia and even oversees, which suggests that they must be scarce
elsewhere as well.

Back to the hatcheries; Imagine the situation if we were not breeding
cattle,sheep deer, poultry,ducks,and other critters, and not growing fruit, vegetables
Grain and other foods.

Well we need to grow fish and let them go into the oceans. We are stocking
Rivers and lakes and must set up hatcheries for the Ocean We cannot cope for the
present onslaught much less for a population which is doubling every ten or so years.

The stupidity of creating Marins Parks is ridiculous. As the fish further
decrease, it will only lead to increasing the number and size of the parks until fishing
is banned altogether. Which brings up another situation. I believe the professional
fishermen have a daily quota and usually bring up sometimes the times that quota in
one net haul, and have to throw the excess back dead. What a waste. [ would suggest
that they have a weekly and monthly quota wherein they could bring in their whole
catch and when the limit is reached, not be able to catch any more that month.

There would be no waste.

This does not in any way affect the necessity for hatcheries.

I have supplied copies of this to 8 Newspapers around Australia and have not
even received a reply. They are not interested in their responsibilities to the public,



2.5, Addendum
DRIAID

[ have leat from the iiternet that the wlormation that | gave about the virtual
extinciion of the Wild Atlantic Salmon is correet, and from a showing on Austar, that

%iw Aanericans are breeding and releasing Salmon into the siremns o go o sea,
Well this is what we have to do also. T am coclosing a photo from the Portland

Observer showing a colony of Gannets which is an overflow from one completely
covers Lawrence rock which you see in the background, thus doubling their
population. As T wrote in the carlior pagoes, this is what we are also doing with the
Sharks Dolphing cte which are predators of the fish,

| saw o show on television (Austar) two days ago,abont a beach in Northemn
Jirazil, showing a rescue of a guy who was attacked by a shark on a surf board, and
{ad both his hands bitten off. [t said that a lot of pz*ﬁgﬁzﬁ hav stopped ¢ mz&;* {o that
beach because there has been cight shark deaths there in the [ast four years. They are
at 3 loss o know why, Well my thoughts are that the Gish Population im Emm
diminished {o the extent that the sharks are coming in to the beaches looking for
Food and finding it in the two fegged varicty. I wrote eight months ago that this wonld
happen here, § have read that in WAL they have had 11 shark atiacks last year against
4 the year before. Needs very little imagination to say why.

We can farm fish for domestic consumption as they are doing with the Salmon
In Ameries, but where-as the Wild Atlantic Salmon are rich in Omega 3 which we
are secking, because they foed on Zooplnkion which g a lelly Fish full of Omega 3
The farmed ones will not have the Omega 3 but probably Mercury as some fish hd‘vc

However it does not matter wheather we ave looking at increasing the fish

Population,the quality of the fish or the ravaging of the sharks, it is all thiee.

And then theve is the question of what happens to the Zooplankton?

130 they multiply to the extent z’%m& they pollute the oceans?

Any way you look at it, the answer is the same. We must breed and release fish
into the oceans as we are doing in the mhgmi waters.

How 1o finance this? | would suggest that we foster Private Lintes rprise to do this
and the Government pay for the fish released. Some or all of the cost could be
recouped imm added Dty on all imported fishing gear and Tax on all (ishing gear,
bait, boats ete and cven parkiog meters at imsmbmg& ramps. m sure most anglers and
commercial fishermen would prefer this that going §z%2§§izi§% for so few fish as is now
the case. Nevertheless it has to be done, and the sooher the beiler,



I am at Surfers Paradise where [ have been for two months, in a high rise building
with full view of the beach and sea from the Spit at Southport to Coolangatia, and
have not seen anyone 1’1shmg as far as T can sec, where-ag | used to walk the beach for
a Kilometer or so each morning some 'i()w years ago and talk to about ten or so
anglers fishing the beach cach moming.

There used to be massive schools of Tailor here this time of year, but they
have not been here for three or four years now.

There is an artificial reef off Main Beach and there used to be twenty or more
boats there every morning of a weekend. 1 have not seen one boat there in the two
months T have been here nor in three months last year

The same applies 1o the Palin Beach reef and iheu Mermaid Beach Reef just
south of here. There used to be three or four boats anchored there most \,vm,l,umd.a
But not one this year nov last year, a total of five months

Anglers will go in droves to wherever there are fish to be canght,

I was told on arrival here this year that you daren’t swim m the Broadwater
now because of the Bullsharks which are now in there. | have since read in the
Press that this is so. [ have a copy of that item. The writing is on the wall,

The fish are diminishing dramatically whilst the sharks, dolphins, seals and gannets
Are increasing. How stupid is Humanity, We are supposed to be Managing the Plaaet,
From my balcony Y floors up and right on the seafront [ can sce everything going on
in the ocean, and until four or five years apo used {o see many schools of fish chasing
Baitfish and breaking the surface, with the seagulls hovering above and geiting in for
their chop, but in {ive months over the last two years, have not seen one such scene.

[ have mentioned this before, but can vou imagine the situation in our inland

waters if we were not stocking them. Well that is how the sea will be without our
help.

[ am enclosing an article from the Australian where-in it states that the population of
Tuna is only about 3% of what it was. Well I maintain that is probably about the ratio
of most of the other species of fish to what it was. Imagine in another ten years or
probably much less what the ratio will be.

Fortunately we are stocking our inland waters, and in fact I have just read where
they have dramatically increased the numbers stocked this year.

We have no alternative than to also stock the ocean

I rest my case.

Bruce England.






MIA FREEDMAN
Doo't bore vour friends senseless
Pages 102-103

FRESH fish is the latest
battleground in the super-
market way, with Coles
vowing to strip its fridges
of unsustainable breeds.

After skirmishes over
hormone-free beef and cub-
price milk and bread, Coleg
aims to boost its green cre-
dentials with “Sustainable
Choice™ stickers on fresh,
wild-caught fish.

In the past year Coles

and Woolworths have
banned endangered fish
such as yellowfin tuna and
grange roughy.

But now Coles will phasge

WENDY HARGREAVES
Food editor

out all unsustainshle
species by 2015,

“We're foking the guess-
work out of buying sustain-
abie fish,” Coles spu@em&ﬁr
Jon Chureh sailg. “Cus-
tomers want to do the right
thing, but #'s not easy to
figure out what is
sustainable and what isn't.”

The decision is timed to
coincide with Lent and
Easber, when fresh fish sales
jump 85 per cent.

The company expects the

campaign to boost sales by
another 20 per cent.

Coles turned to the World
Wildiife Pund to set its fish-
ery benchmarks, while
Wouolles joined forces with
the Sustainable Fisheries
Partnership Foundation.

Both supermarket
chains have committed to
helping fisheries win inter-
national sccreditation
from the Marine Steward-
ship Couneil.

Coles then upped the
ante, asking WW¥F marine
scientists to investigate
360 fish it sold.

The 12-month study
identified a “red Hst” of 33.

But this is where the
waters get muddy.

Fish species deemed
unsustainable may be low
in numbers one year and
flourishing the nexi, or
plentiful in one region but
not ancther.

Local snapper, calamari,
garfish and sardines
caught in Victoria’s bays
and inlets have beenput on
Coles’ red list, not because
of environmental damage,
but because the loecal in-
dustries had no harvest

strategies or catchr

After introduci:
fresh, wild-ce
sustainability st
Coles will move
farmed and frozen {
crustaceans.

But fishmonge:
Eyzintas describ
new Coles campaig
big gimmick”.

“Their product wi
be as good as the fr
we sell at the marke
Mr Kyzintas, part-o
stalls at Queen Viele
South Melbourne v

Sunday Food, Play
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The Environment Minister’s dramatic

clampdown on a super trawler reflects
public concern as much as science

CEDITOR

THE collapse of the Atlantic cod
fishery and Japanese plundering
of Australia’s southern bluefin
tuna stocks are two fishing {ales
burned deeply into the psyche of
an meawkmsw n,stmn

‘Wheﬂ y :
with 1

%

pag ¥
fittle w @";Qu‘ ts:r fmw‘
rient has sensed danger in its bat-
tewith theworld's secenfﬁ blggeat
super trawier, s
fE(ﬁgUt!} e 3
mackere isardines
Great Ausiralian Bightto Queens-
land. There is something instinc-
tively unpleasant and easy fo visu-
alise about a giant ship hoovering
up everything in its path.
Environmental groups have
mounted a sustained and spirited
campaign against the FV Margiris
super frawler since it set sail for
Australia, to be reflagged the Abel
Tasman. Greenpeace listed 10
reasons tostop the Margiris and all
super trawlers coming to Australia
“before they destroy our marine

environment and our coastal

commmunities”.

The group said Margiris was
more than twice the size of any
boat to have fished Australian
waters. Compared with the aver-
age 25m commercial fishing boat,
super trawlers could beup to 144m
long with 600m nets. According to
Greenpeace, super trawlers could
catch the egquivalent weight of 20
buses in fish a day. They killed tur-
tles, dolphins, seals and other mar-
ine animals, destroved jobs and
had been known to operate in
breach of international laws.

Greenpeace said super trawlers
were responsibie for the collapse
of fish stocks in the South Pacific
fishery and wiped out west Africa’s
commercial fishing stocks. In Aus-
tralian waters, super trawlers
would target important food chain
species that were food for animals
including the botilenose dolphin,
fur seals and larger fish such as
southern bluefin tuna and sharks.

Greenpeace’s message was re-
inforced in full-page newspaper
advertisements by grassroots and
sociai-media~-savvy Get Up, in
which graphic photographs

Amidrising global concerns
about ocean health and fishery
management, the public has
shown itself to be highly receptive
to the environmental message.

The super trawler campaign
has gained a level

5
spond to public concerns built up
by the environmental campaign
and to wriggle free of its commer-
cial and legal obligations.

Federal Fisheries Minister Joe
Ludwig found out early that he
had little legal power to prohibit
the super trawler from operating.

There is a clear legal precedent
that would prevent the govern-
ment from unilaterally banning
the operation of g fishing vessel in
a quota-managed fishery purely
bec&usa of the size of the vessel

The advice from the Australian
Fisheries Management Authority
has been that the strict quota Hmits
imposed on the super trawler will
ensure sustainability.

“Total allowable catchlevels for
SPF (South Pacific Fishery)
species are set at precautionary
levels that take into consideration
both the species’ productivity and
broader ecosystem impacts,” the
authority says,

“At the moment, the total avail-
able catch in the fishery for all
species does not exceed 10 per cent
of the estimated spawning fish
population and, therefore, at least
96 per cent of the fish remain in
the ecosystem for predator
species.”

AFMA’s position is supported
by research bodies including the
CSIRO and the South Australian
Research and Development
Institute

But federal Environment Min-
ister Tony Burke repeatedly has
questioned whether the super
{rawler would have a greater
impact than smaller fishing boats
on specific areas because it was

The FY Margiris super trawley off the coast of Mauritania, west Afrk

AFP

Activists intercept the FV Margiris at Port Lincoin last month

last month asked his department
what power he had to stop the su-
per trawler from casting its nets.
The answer was, not much.

But last week, as a stopgap,
Burke imposed strict new regu-
lations for an interim two-week
period that he said would ensure
the trawler had no greater impact
than smalier trawlers,

Under the new conditions, if

one or more dolphins were killed,
then fishing activities must be sus-
pended, an AFMA observer on
hoard notified to review miti-
gation measures and the trawler
must move at least 50km from the
kill before resuming fishing.

If three or more seals were kil-
led in each of three consecutive
shots, the trawler must do the
same as with a dolphin death.

The trawler would be banned

Total ailowable eatches (TACs)

for the South Pacific Fishery

Species

201112 (9

from Australian sea lion hunting
grounds, And an onboard observer
ané underwater camera record of
the by-cateh must be used 24
hoursaday.

The ship operator accepted the
new rules and flew special observ-
ers from Europe to help with
underwater cameras and dolphin
defence strategies.

But vesterday Burke inter-
vened dramatically as he had
promised to do when he asked his
department for advice,

He effectively locked the super
trawler out of operating in Austra-
lia for two years while new re-
search into its potential impact
was undertaken.

“When the law falls short, vou
change the law,” Burke said.

He told federal parliament his
objective was to make sure that

% of estimated
spawning biomass

201213 in 2012-13

REDBAIT(EAST) 2608

REDBAIT (WEST) 5006
BLUE MACKEREL(EAST)
BLUE MACKEREL {WEST)
JACK MACKEREL(EAST)

JACK MACKEREL (WEST)

1%

5806

2600

6300

16,300

5800
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WMP Co kst

- CANBERRA: Commercial fishers are

worried 36,000 jobs and $4 billion
in revenue could be lost under a
Federal Government plan -for a
network of marine reserves.
Environment ‘Minister Tony
Burke yesterday unveiled his plan
to create 44 marine parks, includ-
ing ‘the Coral Sea and the south-
west coast of Western Australia.
The new reserves of 31 million
square kilomstres, or
Australian waters, woul
ing and some oil and gas explo—
ration. There would be a $100
million compensation package for
commercial fishing operators.

“This is the biggest step forward

ﬂz;fzé;, v is]eft
¢

the globe has ever seen,” Mr Burke

leader in ocean protection, he aaui _ ha

The minister will make a final
decision after 4 60-day consul:
tation process.

Earlier. Prime Minister Julia

Gillard said the plan would affect
only about 1 per cent of current
‘commercial fishing activity.

-The Australian Marine Alliance,

which represents eommercial and
recreational fishers; says 70 tmwla
ers.will go out of business. “J

devastating and those that will suf-

fer most Wﬂl be eoastal communi-
ties, CEO Dean Logan said
Commonwealth Flshenes

The Mélellﬁmbah Service Centre has moved to new premises.

_From Monday 1

 June 2012, the office Wl" be located at:

107 - 113 Woolumbin St, Murwillumbah
Opening hours:: Monday to Friday 8:30amto 4:30pm.
For further informationvisit humanservices.gov.au

AGEE302

Asssaahon spokesman Brian Jeff-
try members would
ve seen the adjust-

. against anything that
damaged the rights of recreational

fishers and the commercial fishing

and tourism industries.

Australian Conservation Foun-
dation chief executive Don Henry
warned the northwest region had
been left vulnerable to the threats
of oil and gas exploration.

The Australian Greens say the
government has caved in to the oil
and gas industry by leaving off
critically important areas.

Barnardos

Caring for Australia's Children

GPO Box 8995 SYDNEY NSW 2001 &
Wiodals ussd 1o pretect privacy




COMPANY: Australian Natural Pro-
teins i

ASX CODE: AYB .
SHARES ON OFFER: 125 million
LISTING PRICE: 20¢

MARKET CAPITALISATION: $14m
LISTING DATE: TBA

AUSTRALIA'S fortunesonce
rode on the'sheep’s back, Wool
was:ntil the 1960s ournation’s
largest export, accounting for
more thanathird of overseas
trade. Overthelasthalfa
century, other industries have
become more prominent,
although Australia is still the
weorld’s largest wool exporter.

Thecountry hasmore than
10,000 specialised sheep farnis
and more than 60 million sheep.
About 41 per cent of the flock is
used for wool production.
However, changing economics
haveled toashiftin favour of
meatandliveexports. The ™
national sheep flock isrecovering -
from its lowestlevels since 1905,
Whilecompetition from othier
textile fibres hastended to
containwool matkets, saleyard
prices for lamb over adecade
haverisenfrom $2/kg to recent -
highs of $5/kg.

The soon-to-list Australian
Nattiral Proteins aimsto foster
renewed growth as risks of tight
supply increase. The company
will 6perate nine sheep farms in
the Riverinaregion of NSW. The
farmis genérateamodest
operating profit; mainly from
wooland crop production.
Australian Natural Proteins
intendstoincrease theirmeat
outputto capitalise on
strengthening prices.

Thecompany will join the
Australian Securities Exchange
viaabackdoor listing througliits

takeover of Millepede
International Proceeds fromits
capitalraising are flagged for ewe
acquisitions. From acurrent flock
of 6000, Australian Natural
Proteinsintendsto grow its ewe
countt0100,000. Capacity to

meetthis objective is provided by

existing land and infrastructure,
although balance is needed to
service mortgages over the
properties totalling $6.5 million.

Weestimate lastyear’s
earnings result offers interest
coveragein the orderof
2-3 times, although historical
financialsappear volatile. Using
industry trends as a guide,
pastoral businesses in the
company stargeted area of
gperationhave generated
average annual returns in the
order of 10 per cent over the past
30.years,including capital
appreciation.

Realising similar returns will
require Australian Natural
Proteins to overcome precedents
set by other listed rural
businesses.

However, significant
participationfrom major
shareholders in the present
fundraising exercise isapositive
start.

" The national sheep
flock is recovering
from its lowest
levels since 1905

THE AUSTRALIAN, TUESDAY, JULY 31, 2012

3



6 PORTLAND OBSERVER Monday January 16 2012

took part in a Summer
he Department of

The gannets cover the point.

sionally _ birds take off, ~wheeling
around in the sky above the sea, and the
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sration

known previous diamond explo-
ration has taken place.

Food or gas?

OVER the weekend, the Nikked
News Service said prices on in-
ports isto Japan of sheep intes-
tines — psed for sausage casings
- were up 24 et year on
year. Lamb from Aust is also
rising in price in Tokyo stores.

Nikkel says it's a combination
offalling Australian and New
Zealand sheep populations and
soaring demand for 'meat in
Furope, the US and the emerging
countries.

Each day the picture builds of a
world running short of food, and
prices climbing.

Whicl brings us to the raging
argoment now under way be-
tween those who want topreserve
farmland (and Australis’s food
security) and the coal and coal-

seam gas companies.

~ People in panic at popular WA beach

A MAN has been killed in &
shark attack at a popular surf-
ing spot in the southwest of
Western Ausiralia,

The man, in his early 208, was
bodyboarding with five friends
yesterday affternoon when he
was abttacked.

They were at surfing spoft The
Farm, off Bunker Bay, about 3%
hours south of Perth.

A police spokesman said the
man suffered significant injur-
ies to his lower body.

He died at the scene:

Police had identified him bub
would not release his name unéil
his next-of-kin had been notified.

It is understood the man, orig-
inally from Sydney, had been Hv-
ing in WA for several years.

An onlooker described panic
moments after the attack, as two

and two young blokes eame run-
ning up to us trying to get people
out,” said the woman, who did not
want to be named.

“There were mainly surfers in
the water and everyone cleared
out pretty quickly.

“People were just in panie.

“They pulled himn out of the
water and there was a lot of blood
on the beach,

“There was just no hope — he
was cub in half”

I the moments after the at-
tack, desperate onlookersranioa
nearby home to phone for police
and ambulance.

Bunkers Beach Cafe manager
Hamish McLeay said the water
was full of people when the shark
attack happened.

“There were another 20 people
s the water a8 well” he eaid

The area I8 a popular surfing
and fishing spot known for
dangerous rips and sharks.

It is understood cast and crew
from the movie Driff had been
filming at the same beach the
day before.

WA shark expert Hugh
Edwards, who is working on his
next book, Shark, said that the
victim had most Hkely been ab-
tacked by 2 great white shark.

“Attacks are comparabively
rare but in the last 12 months
there've been one at Coogee and
two fatals in Gracetown,” he said.

He said the nationwide yearly
average was about twe fatal and
half & dozen nonatal shark ab-
tacks. But in 2018 there were
ghout 10 attacks. )

“People have stopped catching

prant white ehavke thovs ove

Meanwhile, the 60 per cent

s produced,
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Oceans are washed up, says re

POLLUTION and global warming
are pushing the world’s marine life
to the brink: of -a. mass extinction;
scientists warn.

Dying coral reefs; biodiversity
ravaged. by iinvasive species,
expanding open-water ‘dead
zones”, toxic' algae blooms, the
massive depletion of big fish stocks
< all are accelerating, according to.
a report’ compiled by .27 of ‘the
world’s top Geean experts.

‘The review of recent science
found that ocean health has
declined further -and’ faster-than
dire forecasts-only a few years ago.

Scientists -say. these symptoms
éould ‘be the harbinger of wider
disruptions in the'interlocking web
of biological-and chemical interac-
tions called the Earth system.

All five mass extinctions of life
on-the planet; reaching back niore
than 500 million years, were pre-
ceded by many of the same con-
ditions afflicting the ocean
environment, they said: ;

“The results are shocking,” said
Alex Rogers, an Oxford professor.
who heads the International Pro=
gram on the State of the Ocean
and co-authored the report:

“We are:looking at conses -
quences: for humankind that will
impact in-our lifetime.”

Three: main drivers are, sicken-
ing the global marine environ-
ment, and all are a-direct
consequence of  human -activity:
global warming; acidification and-a
dwindling oxygen; or-hypoxia. -

£ new report has found that our marine iife is in distress

Oceans act as a sponge, |
up more than a quarter of £
humans pump into:the
phere. When the sponge b
satirated, it can disrupt t
cately ‘balanced ' ecosyste
which marine life - and ult
all life on Earth - depends.

“The rate at which ca
being absorbed is far great
than during the last globa
nificant extinction of
species 55 million years agc
some 50 per cent of deep-
was wiped out,” the report:

Up: to.now, these and other
impacts have been studied mainly
in -isolation.. Only recently have
~scientists -begun “to understand
how these forces interact.
The . pace of .change “has -sur-
passed the. worst-case scenarios
laid..out. by the UN Infergovern-
mental Panel-on: Climate Change
in- its landmark 2007 report,
according:to the new assessment:
The chain reaction leading ‘to
acidification .of -the oceans begins
with -a-massive influx of: carbon
into-Earth’s climate system:
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arouricement, Al
ses (ALK )Y noted
o demand, com-
ghtening supply,
amatic increase in
wted zircon prices
sands companies
0 $US2000/tonne

Fan of phosphate

ON anotheraspectof food
to meet the needs of the s
growing population, Inte
analyst Pieter Bruinstroc
mainfained his. buy on em
“phosphate producer

Separation processes at [luka’s Douglas mineral sands mining operation

arter while spot
53200/tonne, it

{ranges from-cers

new bathroomsin:

e substitute in hu-
{all we gerigtrics
sroduction

robust: a payback within: 22
mounths, capital cost of $84 mil-
lion and cashftow after capital
over the ming’s life of between
$170tn and $259m. Over the plan-

“ned 12-year life, the mine is pro-

Jjectedtoproduce 1.39million ton-
nes of ilmenite; 85,000 tonnes of
ritile, 193:000 tonnes of zircon
and 93,000 tonnes of leucoxene.

Meanwhile, Image has moyed
a drillrig to dts Cyclone Extended
heavy minerals project in the
Eucla Basin to test several new
targets.

Diamonds spai‘kie

mond projects all over southern
Africa. Nomote. .

Diamond prices, however, just
keep onrising. They jumped more
than I5 per cent in the first quarter
of 2011 {thanks mainly to buyers
in Chinwand India). A report at
the weckend says that diammonds
are niow being seen in the same
safe-haven light as gold and the
Swiss franc. High-quality pol=
shed diaronds are now fetching
record prices in Antwerp.

Joseph Guinickremains one of
the few remaining keepers of the
digmond flare in this countiy: his

Morth. Australian: Diamonds
IRIATI ot Tor g miadva it S i

known previous diamond explo-
rationchastakenplace.

Food or gas?

OVER the weekend; the Nikkei
News Service said prices on fm-
portsintoJapan of sheepiintes-
tines —used for saushge casings
— were up 24 percent year on
year. Lambfrom Australia is:also
tising in price in Tokyo stores. .
Nikkei says it’s a combination

offalling Australian and New

Zealand sheeppopulations and
and for meat in

nd the emerging

makers (MAK).

Pressure is growing on

of thefertiliser feedstock:
Apartfrom China swi
from exporter to net imy
- overthe next two years, (
mas Island and Nauru are
exhausted, Canada isjoini
porterranks, BEurcpe contir
beanimporter, Brazil stilliy
about half its phosphate r¢
ments and the rest of
America~— with the-excep
Peru =+ importsiits phos:
Only Vietnam in east Asi
plies all its own phosphat
muchof the world's supply
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Asia he!ped drag the world economy out of the

Z/‘f’/!

financial crisis, but rising inflation

brought onby food price rises means regional policymakers are putting on the
brakes just as their help is needed to-avoid a double dip, writes Michael Dwyer.

couple of clever lateral thinkers at:
Merrill Lynch first coined the term
“agflation” to describe a surge in

2007 that sparked riots in many
countries and prompted stockpiling and
export controls in others. :

Four years (and a global financial crisis) =
later and there are worrving signs that the
cost of some agricultural produce is once
againspiralling out of control at the worst
possible time for a fragile world economy.

Prices for these so-called soft commodities
have weakened slightly in recent weeks as
part of the turmoil that has shaken global
financial markets and wiped $US8 trillion off
the value of shares worldwide, but they still
remain well above the levels they were at a
year ago.

The latest issue of the World Bank’s Food
Price Watch found global food prices in July
2011 were 33 per cent higher than a year
earlier, with the cost of basic staples such as
maize up 84 per cent and the price of wheat
up 55 per cent.

Food inflation is running hot in Asia,
prompting policymakers across the region to
tighten monetary policy in a determined
attempt to bring price gains under control.

Everyone knows the story of Chinese pork
prices, with the staterun media this week
reporting that the cost of live hogs in August
is already about 50 per cent higher than it
was a year ago.

That’s helped push China’s consumer price
index.to a three-year high of 6.5 per cent,
while across the border in Hong Kong the
inflation rate has soared to the fastest pace
since 1995

India is grappling with the same issues,
with a benchmark measure of wholesale
prices of farm products; including rice and
wheat, surging 9 per cent in the first week of
August from a year earlier.

The Reserve Bank of India has responded
with a savage round of rate rises, hiking
borrowing costs in the world’s second-rost
populous nation 11 times since March
last year. It's a similarly worrying picture in
other Asian countries, Including South Korea,
Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia.

Asia’s runaway food inflation isn't
welcome news for a global economy
struggling to avoid a double-dip recession due
to ongoing weakness in the United States and
Burope’s worsening debt woes.

“Uncomfortably high inflation raises the
legitimate concern that policy authorities in
Asia now lack the policy space to respond
aggressively if downside risks in the US-and
Europe continue to crystallise,” says Richard
Iley, chief Asia economist at BNP Paribas int
Hong Kong. “In other words, Asia will be
unable to ride to the global economy’s rescue
as successfully as it did in late 2008.7

That’s not the first concern of the World
Bank and other multilateral agencies like the
United Nations Food and Agricuiture

. Organisation, which are far more worried
about the social cost of surging food prices.

Global food prices soared to record highs
in 2008, with much of the increase blamed on
speculation on the part of commodities
traders rather than any fundamental
mismaich between supply and demand.

The World Bank estimates higher food

the price of food commodities from’ -

describes.as “extreme poverty”. This yeat’s

rising food prices threaten to do the same for -
an additional 44 million people, according to
the Washington-based agency.

“Persistently high food prices and low food
stocks indicate that we're still in the danger
zone,” Wotld Bank president Robert Zoellick
said earlier this month *“There is no cushion.”

Analysts claim that market fundamentals
are playing’a far more significant role in the
current round of commodity price increases,
but the cotiseguences remain the same.

The record food prices of 2008 sparked
riots in Third World nations including Haiti,
Cameroon and the Philippines and prompted
some nations to ban exports and hoard grain.

“International agricultural prices have
risen once again, with some commaodity
prices equal to or exceeding peaks seen in
2008,” according to a research paper released
last month by agricultural economists from
Purdue University in the US state of Indiana.

“Higher food prices were politically
sensitive and even led to food riots in many
countries at price increases much smaller
than the increases in world prices,” authors
Philip Abbott, Christopher Hunt and Wallace
Tyner write, “Poverty and hunger became
worse where domestic food prices rose.”

The researchers point to a pumber of issues
that differentiate this year’s bout of
“agflation” from that which occurred three
years ago, including two large and persistent
demand shocks resulting from biofuels
demand and Chinese soybean imports.

The weather is also playing a bigger role.

“Poor harvests due to weather are more
important in 2011 than in 2008,” they write.
“Price increases are now motre consistent with
low stocks-to-use ratios.”

There are also some longer-term issues at
play, with the amount of arable land in some
developing economies no longer matching the
dietary needs of an increasing affluent
middle class. But the other worrying aspect of
this year’s climb in soft commodity prices, as
BMP Paribas points out, is that it is forcing
policymakers in Asia to increase interest
rates and tighten other policy levers at a time
whe1r the world economy’s recovery from the
worst global downturn since the Great
Depression is faltering.

Asia’s dynamic economies helped drag the
world economy out of the worst of the
financial crisis in 2009-10 with a massive
injection of monetary and fiscal stimulus.

China alone unveiled a stimulus package
worth a colossal 4 trillion yuan ($600 billion)
that saw its economy account for half of the
global economy’s total growth:in 2009 and
about one<third in 2010.

There are growing signs that the global
economy could be falling back into recession,
with Nobel laureate Michael Spence last week
saying there was now a 50 per cent chance of
a contraction in the world economy,

Investment banks are slashing their
forecasts for global growth this year, with
Citigroup last week lowering its estimate for
world gross domestic product expansion in
2011 to 3.1 per cent from the 3.4 per cent it
was predicting just {ast month.

It also slashed next year’s forecast to 3.2
per cent from 3.7 per cent.

“This is the seventh biggest monthly cut in
Citi's global growth forecasts over the last 10
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vitamin D really acts more like a hormone in our
bodies.) ‘

Studies indicate that men who are exposed
1o sunlight can delay the onset of prostate can-
cer by more than five years, and children receiv-
ing vitamin D supplementation beginning at the
age of one year had an 80 percent decreased risk
of developing type I diabetes. Adequate vitamin
D intake is associated with a lower risk of hip
fractures due to osteoporosis in postienopausal
women. In one study on this problem, neither
milk nor a diet high in calcium seemed to reduce
the risk.

The most important source of vitamin D
is the skin's synthesis of the vitamin from sun-
light exposure. People who live far from the
equator (and therefore get less sunlight), who
use sunblocks, or who have heavy skin pigmen-
tation (African Americans have high melanin
concentrations, which limit vitamin D synthe-
sis), all may be at risk for low levels of vitamin
D. Sunblocks can cut vitamin D production by
about 95 percent. I am not recommending dis-
continuing using sunscreen, but this is a good
reason why you should increase your dietary
sources of vitamin D.

Interestingly, vitamin D deficiency did not
become a health problern until after the onset of
the industrial revolution, which led to a decrease
in exposure to sunlight as more and more people
worked indoors. The major food sources of vita-
min D include fatty fish like sardines, salmon

and tuna, and fortified foods, particularly cereals

and some dairy products.

How do you protect yourself from vitamin
D deficiency? Add wild salmon, sardines and
una to your diet. Try to get about 15 minutes of
un exposure to your arms and face at least three
imes a week, before 10 A.m. and after 3 pum., when
- ne ultraviolet rays are not as damaging to the
<in. Also check the labels of any fortified foods

au eat, including cereals, milk and soymilk.

87

. The Superfoods

The Food and Nutrition Board has been
unable to settle on an RDA for vitamin D. The
current recommendations for adequate intakes
are: adult males and females ages 19 1o 50 should
get 200 international units (IU) per day; ages 51
10 70 should get 400 TU a day; over 70 years, 600
U per day. If you don't get enough vitamin D
from all your food sources, you might consider
taking a supplement, though you should be care-
ful with vitamin D supplementation, as there is a
definite risk of toxicity if you take too much.

A Fish Story

Wild salmon, and all fish for that matter, used
to carry a reliable nutritional benefit. The fish,
in their natural habitat, love to eat zooplankton
(tiny single-celled organisms), which are a rich
source of omega-3 fatty acids. People who ate
the fish thus delivered this healthy fat to their
eagerly awaiting cells. Sadly, as the oceans have
become overfished and polluted, the picture has
changed. For one thing, U.S. Atlantic salmon are
virtually extinct. (Most Atlantic salmon sold in
the U.S. is farm raised.) Even worse from a health
standpoint, some cold-water fish are contami-
nated with mercury. These include swordfish,
shark, tilefish and king mackerel. Avoid eating
these fish.

Approximately eight percent of women in the
U.S. between the ages of 16 and 49 have mercury
concentrations higher than the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s recommended reference
dose.

i general, haddock, tilapia, salmon, cod, pol-
lock, canned albacore tuna, sole and most shell-
fish are relatively low in mercury.

Today, farmed fish have come to dominate
many sectors of the market. You've no doubt no-
ticed a wide variation in the price of salmon, from
very inexpensive farmed salmon to very expensive,
fresh Alaskan salmon. Many environmental groups
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THE State Government has vowed its
deeply unpopular snapper ban will
never he repeated following the
announcement of new fishing regu-
lations to ensure the fong-term survival
of the species, )
The ban, which was in place for six
weeks earlier this vear, was slammed by
industry: and - recreational anglers on

Snapper ban sunk

g

{
i

7l |
for good

the Gold Coast, who claimed if was not
backed by scientific evidence and was
done at the wrong time of the year.

There had been speculation ancther
ban would be enforced next year, as
Pisheries Minister Craig Wallace stud-
ied the 712 public submissions on the
survival of shapper, but that was ruled
out vesterday.
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World must conserve marine
- stocks, warns Prince Charles

THE Prince of Wales has warned the public
to urgently change #8 aliitude to sustaining
the world's beeans and fish reserves.

Speaking at the launch of a project to

raise awareness of over-fishing and marine
conservation, Prince Charles said there
seemed: to-be an out of sight and oul of
mind attitude governing the public’s men-
tality towards the ocean.

He warned that marine life has “a pro-
found bearing” on the planet’s “life-support
systemns” including the absorption of carbon
dioxide and the production of 'a vast quan-
tity of seafood.

Speaking about the importance of the
ocean as a food source, he said: “This is
more important than ever today, as our
population “¢ontinues to grow and our
demand for jobs and development remains
apparently insatiable. ;

“In other ‘words; sustaining the oceans
and the vast natural capital they sustain
would ‘enable us to meet more needs,
not less.

“1 find it swrprising, to say the least, how
in some quarters this conclusion is still
regarded with evident scepticism.”

His comments came after he toured the

retailer Selfridees ‘in London to mark the

opening of Project Ocean, an initistive to

heighten the public’s awareness of marine
issues such as over-fishing, marine protec-
tion and sustainability.

The project is a partnership between Self-
ridges, the Zoological Society of London and
the Marine Conservation Society.

The prince’s comments come amid warn-
ings by conservationists that on current
levels of fishing, all’ major fisheries could
collapse by 2050.

Celebrity chef Hugh Fearnley-Whitting-
stall, who has created a sustainable fish
recipe booklet, spoke with the prince about
the issues facing the ocean.

The television chef backed proposals to
stop UK fishermen throwing half their catch
into the North Sea. He also works to raise
awareness of using more sustainable fish
when cooking, such as mackerel instead
of cod.

He is joined in his support by a host of
well-known chefs, including Mark Hix and
Giorgio Locatelli, who will hold cooking

demonstrations to promote the message of
“voting with your fork” and avoiding con-
sumption of unsustainably caught fish.
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to Murray mouth
and hack again

HUW CUSHING

A MULLOWAY from Nelson's Glenelg River
surprised Melbourne scientists by swimming «
mouth of the Murray in South Australia and
again, '
The super-fish was one of 30 tagged by Depart
of Sustainability and Environment scientists
the Arthar Rylah Institute to understand distinct
movements within the estuary and why the populat
fish are smaller in size compared to other Vick
populations.
DSE native fish ecologist Jason Liescke says
earliest belief was WA and SA had the same Mull
population and NSW and Victoria was a sep
population, but the Glenelg River fish and fis
the Portland area prove there is an overlap in spt
populations.
Scientists at The University of Adelaide are
looking into the genetic structure of the mullows

see if there are sub-populations within throughou
Australian species.

“This work has significantly increased our knowh
of how the mulloway behaves and the tags are expe
to keep going for another six months,” he said.

While the monumestal effort recorded by a single
was unexpected by the DSE team, some local ang
had their suspicions, Mr Liescke said.

“Some Tocals thought they might have come fron
Murray mouth before they actually moved into
Glenelg River in the first place,” he said.

Mr Liescke said the movements of the fish could
explain the schooling population in the Glenelg R
as the fish may possibly move sut to sea to spawn.

Of the 30 tagged, another two made the 400-kilox

trip to the Murray mouth without returning — on
them was caught and reported by a local angler.

As well as internal tracker’s in the guts of the
external tags with an 1800 number have been applie

anglers can either retuin the fish fo the water or cof
the DSE to report the catch.

i
i
i

1

§
2
=
)
2

©
o
=
s
@
a
@
-
)
<
[
B
@
-
e,
b
P+
FR =

= SMBU 10MIBIA
" PIOMESOID
" SPEYISSED

o]
[=2
@
[}
2
4
=
jo 8
*

m
83
%3
@ g
82
=3
3
@
[
P
3
=

m
o
[
i
B
&
=
3
£
@

. ‘ . =L
- g&ﬂ%géjgégq
A= T B TP = R | G gl & omE =
E LR E BRSSO E 8oy E dc B
ﬁé T e L e ] £
a2 B 30 dend, 288 NG
g“g'ﬁgyww<mu?“ﬁ:’%*ﬁ-wm“
gé&émwda“oha>&§}&§55
EEE2Y 203288288208 3587%7
B2R e 02882 BRT B8 & og
CeTEZiergEsad g I8 E
%wau<g“"<»ﬁmwﬂx—é &f—f %am
eo2582ag8p880%8 ZE2
SRR T 6" e T dg g 222
e BooRTog G g FoF
p 2P EEEBEE S0l E sLoB
g 7 w%%cswm %mwg‘; g&t‘%
€8 doopen pExNos 2Eg
$ o Bad2TE v—“:ztgg‘s» iy e
=% 2822%5% B5EECR o8¢
=z 2 [-E A~ S & o i B3 ”:%sz‘**
=9 Qoo B £ ol < ol B ey =
oo =5 T Oe W OLES R -
gz FE- B gogee T B8 g
g = 3= S N S 5 ety B Bus
& o ﬁ.}mﬁkmgﬂ =9 oos = _QD?‘
‘s Eem?le B8 Z2E§
£¢ CEZPEE § w8« 3B
= Loty 2V¥O e 2.5
T G EFE S 28 BQVLEREG W
TE £27.%®¢ FAEE gRz
58 Epfiztegf wEZgn~ Bzb
- o g%uzs’{;‘a'm wawmz—‘ & =z
g% TE2ETE BCERE Boi
e 3 et e & b R d
B EEgdEhE ZxREC £EE
s - A & 4
% g asEase 28 c = o

£
) - s ac‘mﬁ?g’-ﬁ“ .
5 :EEmEeS2a8 T = t
SFEPEESEIEER R o !
SZECEECElEEiC OB
SC glzEunzo o ey, ¢
g 255Z27% Z5 e w  ©
22 s FEE 2 .
2% ¢%EgE8m 29 o
& ES5Z25E8 20 wm o3
e‘*é: v‘ﬁb"’".:’QMO @
28 Lgzs2%z 35> 0@
8% ZE3z58Z zF @
E = & A ; < =1 s
2 B gaaﬁi‘%ga & ol .
g tE2Ezed 9B Q.
£2 TEREE2E o2
S FLENE I LR
Lo BEZ-omno 29
g PO L H =] mum
s ge O & op L -
s %9 (== Z \
w8 =S P 8 &= %Gﬁ'm
0 P & o O A S:SE
B o S =aa6 < .:‘»O
L3 & o 1 o
B 24 o g5 =
[ (‘agmm(«f 5— "= 1
g m-«g‘sg e 28 .
- N o1 = - a1
ARy
ad bl i £ o y
2 BBPgE £ S35 3
Wrogs oo o = B
< s o =] s ngm
3 4 e 2 &
g F£ 2 5g¢ Q
g €8 ag B Z=2
2 &g Ba ® o



Oceans are

POLLUTION and global warming
are pushing the world's marine life
to.the brink of 2 mass extinction,
scientists warn.

Dying coral reefs, blodiversity
ravaged by invasive species,
expanding open-water “dead
zones”, toxic algae blooms, the
massive depletion of big fish stocks
—all are accelergting, according to
a reporl compiled by 27 of the
world’s top ocean experis.

The review of recent science
found that ocean health has
declined further angd faster than
dire forecasts only a few years ago.

Scientists say these sympioms
could be the harbinger of wider
disruptions in the interlocking web
of biological and chemical interac-
tions called the Barth system,

All five mass extinctions of life
on the planet, reaching back more
than 500 million vears, were pre-
ceded by many of the same cop-
ditions gfflicting the ocean
environment, they said.

“The results are shocking,” said
Alex Rogers, an Oxlord professor
who heads the Interpational Pro-
gram on the Siate of the Ocean
and co-authored the report.

“We are looking at conse-
quenices for humarnkind that will
impact in our lifetime.”

Three main drivers are sicken-
ing the global marine environ-
ment, and all are a direct
consequence of human activity:
global warming, acidification and a
dwindling oxygen, or hypoxia

t,‘j,-g

7 { ,

washed up, says report

Up to now, these and other
impacts have been studied mainly
i isolation.. Only recently have
scientists begun fo understand
how these forces interact

The pace of change has sur
passed the worst-case scenatios
laid out by the UN Intergovern-

mental Panel on Climate Change ©

in its landmark 2007 report,
according o the new assessment

The chain reaction leading ‘to
acidification of the oceans begins
with a massive influx of carbon
into Barth’s climate system.

& wew veport has found that ouwr marine fife Is Indistvess

Ovceans act as a sponge, soaking
up more than a quarter of the CO,
humang pump into the abmos-
phere. When the sponge becomes
saturated. it ¢an disrupt the deli-

cately: balanced ecogystems on

which marine life = and altimately
all life en Earth = depends.
“The rate at which tarbon is

_ being absorbed i far greater now

than during the last globally sig-
nificant extinetion ol marine
species 55 million years ago, when
some 50 per cent of deep-sex life
was wiped out,” the veport says.



RIOUS fishermen
ging anglers to toe tf
when it comes {0-leg
size and bag limits,

Rurt Ockenfels from Bris-
bane Fishing Online said he
was disgusted at what he
saw during a recent fishing
trip to the sand pumping
setty at The Spit.

“It angered me that peo-
ple were being so blatant
about not following the
limits,” Mr Ockenfels said.

“Most of them had their

foking undersized !

= More than 51,000 Sun re aders enjoy getfing outdoors cmd
“wething” aline on a regular Basis,

Roy Morgem

quota, but they still kept
catching and keeping.

“There was no way in the
world some of these fish
were legal,” he said.

Mr Ockenfels said some-~
thing had te be done to
ensure the future of the
pastime.

“There are so many
people out there that do not
give two hoots-so I'm on a

Liarge couta haul

50 years ago
Gclober 19, 1961

ONE of the biggest hauls of barracouta
for many years has taken place at
Portland during the last nine days. One
boat alone caught more that 82 dozen,
equal to one and e half tons of fish, in a
single day’s fishing. Most of the boats in
1 one day have caught as much as 30 dozen
i1 fish. The South Australian Fishermen’s
| Co-operative depot at Portland has been  ¢2
bandling between two and a half and 7y
three tons of barracouta a day. The depot

is transporting the fish to its Adelaide
cannery by road. Before being sent on its
journey from Portland, the fish are first
chilled and then iced down.

additional
jetty wars
cargoes
worker
be ir

of
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125"
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Jetty sheds
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bit of a crusade al the
moment,” he said.
“Something has to be
done, whether it is some-
thing as small as putting up
a measures board to stop
this kind of thing going on.”
The 28-year-old has been
fishing since he was five and
said although it would be
unpopular, introducing a
recreational licensing system

wh FPicture: INGAWILLIAMS

ize limits

might be the best way to
ensure anglers followed the
faws.

“With fishing, a lot of peo-
ple say they didn't know, but
if you had a licence to fish
there would be no way of
getting out of it,” he said.

A Fisheries Queensland
spokeswoman said size and
bag limits were crucial to
enstring future fish stocks.

The spokeswoman said 16
on-the-spot fines had been
issued to Gold Coeast fisher-
men in the past three
months for breaches includ-
ing size and bag Hmits,

Fish reeled in

SNAPPER fishing
restrictions will be
overhauled from September
Fisheries Minister Craig
Wallace said laws would be
changed later this year to
ensure the moratorium fror
earfier this vear did not hav
to be repegted. “In close
consultation with fishers w
have come up with changes
to protect some of the mos!
popular commercial and
recreational species,” My
Wallace said. “T personally
oversaw the consultationsi
ensure community views
were heard.” ™ The change:
come in from September |
and include reducing the
bag lmit from five to four
and only one fish over 70c¢
will be allowed.

NEW RESTRICTIONS

@ Tallor ~ minimum of 35cm
with a bag limit of 20.

@ Plkey and Yellowfin
Bream ~minimurm of 25cm
with 2 gombined limi of 30,
@ Luderick — minimurm of
38cm with 2 bag limit of 10
@ Allfiathead {except dusky
flathead) = minimum of 30cr
with a bag limit of five.

@ Dusky flathead -
minirnurn of 40cm and
miaximum of 75cm with a
bag Himit of five.

@ Snapper [current) ~
minimurn of 356m with a bag
Hrait of five.

Acomplets listis avallable a
werw dploidugov.au




a1} jnoynam Ansupus Surinzerenbor Supmp sorrusan{ Jo yymois seyomb SBurpuadsp ‘a1 003 T10t3 dIp 01 JUEM

¢
y BurgoaBrng oy Ul 1S0AuT JOJ MOT]E PINOYS DU ISGUI03(Y Aoy uoym s1018ART O3 AN S 3T,
: o1 Apunsoddo ue gim SI03seAt O premIo 18noiq useq sey -gonvnpoxd
. sopiaoxd jussey, ssonpoxd mony  meiSord Sutumeds sTOSLIS JXON TITt] SSUOBAI 1T SI0JOY JEOA [BIOUBL]
UBa00 PUB UOWIIES OIIURIY ‘DIO0SS ‘2181 PasiApe y107 @@ Sunp  Lyoedeo swos
sour yopoupoad voacsd UM wmuyyew oy je wesBoxd Sujumeds uy, uigenyq Surries og 03 Auednod syz
L1007 moge S} uryoes; uo sem Auedwos s100d¥e YSiom UYor 1sAjsur X84
Ag sBUTILIES [BLIOTRI SYRUE 0 10838 213 PIULILIUOD JusteBEuE )y ; UNOLIP
pinoys Auediios o4 Pres 4siom I 's2580 vos 03 sSuipeSuly upenig way; Surwre; oyeul 1eyy syznb
sso] Xeroid gloz ounf  vIsHINOS SULLIBJSUBII UL ISI1] PHOM B 2ABY] 01 UMOUY 218 Ujoniq UaAlS
SU1 uBLl JoNeq wes yod ¢y pUBIUED  peadiyor Pey Auedmios oy sMau s yey Suifeanoous ue ‘sun) uipenyg
sod g¢ usomiag 9q 03 $0850] Yeraad sunf Ul poxuds soseys s8eg uBRD wraynos Suimire; Aj[nisseoons
TBoA Ny 18B0010) JoweBeuRiy ‘PIES USTom, I MO ST T ey ©3 39800 8po 011811y 3y se 1ede
"§8a.35 Jopan sejonb JoySny 01 & oq 111 sowxd arpys oyl J1o531 198 SBY BUNY, §BAS UBSD
SUTySI U SSBOIOUL 01 Aoy ST puE ‘swinisl Suneiouss pue Suonposd ‘SIOISOAHT JUBIS[O}
Sy s1onpoxd oyl 30p puBisy s1w Asyl [run jrem nok 1, 4811 307 sonuniioddo yymors
QIR BEUTT 1B R0 aapioenye Surumeds ‘Burmreenbe
prooo Aoy sxoum soed wesso o3 sod 70 dn “xeak jsu] swin SIY) UBY) onssirop uy 1wotdopasp
o1 ysyy sjsuen pueuseds ooy seydny AysuiSiew are Auedwos deo pue uonevAcuul SUIALID
DOsMOITE YOTYA YOIRaSOT o1 DY Aoy} [IETES UOHIIUI 6§ 941 Ul seseyg $1 $30038 4si] [eqolf jo vonsids
25118004 PagooNs pinom Auedwos <307 1o Ais 03 Suol jusy oond
S ‘Apretnn 1B pIes Usm JIA QIBYS 2] “SAIAINS JIOW MI} B PUE Lemalg alen
Jdojum Bupmp seyes Kypeliom TBOS0 93 0101 In0 Y8t 51 108 Aoy wﬁﬂu Bl
IoNRG P Igyitom IouLTesa 9y J1 “reed Ixou Jng 'e[yyoid SII IS UO mm m

476 MANZY  PEINER
(noenbe ur ypmors 1oy suryst]

BNy z.wosz usaines pongea AjuSiy o3 J0 voNONPOLd [RISIBUILCS SY) Ul SPOIBIONS BURY SLEG BESED J U ul SUNINLMS 3¢ feu SI0ISEAL}

s

e
w pausirss shepisisef mng
p P AN
10upe 2y} 0f siepsT
L] B e
T —— e T e
£ e D OSSO
S S

‘episuy

'PIES 33 I o183 ou sso1oe Suysy soueyus 1y
szapt wefoxd mou syngunuos o SIDYSY [T JumA mkr“
sunoperd Boygsy pw

se1qe; Supues;o ysy se yons veiw nok uy sjusuroaoidig
SIMORISEYL] pue Suiop useq Savy SISOEIQ SoLOUSI
{B00] 18U *spooy pue jySnosp woy Suisacoss s1eyeh
Ul BUI00IS ySy ‘Sousysy mou Suidojsasp nogs siou
WES} pue Juofe awo) “Mods oy 10] SjustiaAcidi
18585ns o] susiBue 01 AemeniS v oam sSunsaw 283YL,.
\ "8 Avpy uo wdy n
‘S192ns youpusy pue Sjpusin J0 BWICD S o ‘anus;
SUY pueiuog oyl ul oq [ Sunesw puppiog 34
Pres ay o eung ‘Lepsimyy uo gnyy BuySuy uoSe
oBipusg oy 2 ouo feuy oy pue ] Aepy S%wonwﬁ
U0 QnID JYORA UoISUBL] TR 9q [j1m Suneow sy ooy,
‘ -spepuadsy

PUg pIogesg ‘uoisyileld O 280y} o3 STe0l Suysy az0u
pring o3 Suuuerd puy Apusnbay ezow Suoms io usy
jemusay Jo ssequunu J1sSie) Suppos spnjouw mmuﬁa,
"piES ISy I wistg pejususdm

PUE pIeoq uo seopt asey) jo Auewr ueNe saey S
‘SESp

poos jo suszop poizisusy PeY swmiIog §, 5204 15u) pim
Bmy Auomuy 1008p sAnndoXS BLIOIOIA mwuﬁmmm
“SaLiaysg ue Yy Surusddey st jeym Mbo.om

wiow Sugepdn pue siorSue oy Bupuaisy eLowIA eucis.
PeinO} SBY BLIOIA SeLISYsLy Jey) Jeed pinp o st m%ﬁ
"81 AN U0 puepIOg U 2uC

Suypnjout ‘sung pue Aepy U1 BLIOIOIA SSOI0T pyay Suiac
. ST,

SlqEIpunos Z1 38 sonsst juswofenem SOLIBYSY «mommm
Aes nowq oavg uwo SIBSUE  TYNOLIVIMOT

SUBLIOJIOIA i®84 wio.j

w NI NI I res itk aas Attt riraesisavay




brakes just as their help is needed o

ple of clever lateral thinkers at

errill Lynch first coined the term

“agflation™ to describe a surge in

the price of food commodities from

2007 that sparked tiots in many

countries and prompted stockpiling and

export controls in others.

Four vears (and a global financial crisis)
later and there are worrying signs that the
cost of some agricultural produce is once
again spiralling out of control at the worst
possible time for a fragile world economy.

Prices for these so-called soft commodities
have weakened slightly in recent weeks as
part of the turmoil that has shaken global
financial markets and wiped $USS trillion off
the value of shares worldwide, but they still
remain well above the levels they were at a
year ago.

The latest issue of the World Bank’s Food
Price Watch found global fbod prices in July
2011 were 33 per cent higher than a year
earlier, with the cost of basic staples such as
maize up 84 per cent and the price of wheat
up 55 per cent.

Food inflation is running hot in Asia,
prompting policymakers across the region to
tighten monetary policy in a determined
attempt to bring price gains under control

Bvervone knows the story of Chinese pork
prices, with the state-run media this week
reporting that the cost of live hogs in August
is already about 50 per cent higher than it
Was a year ago.

That's helped push China’s consumer price
mdexto a three-year high of 6.5 per cent,
while across the border in Hong Kong the
inflation rate has soared to the fastest pace
sinee 1995

India is grapplingwith the same issues,
with & benchmark measure of wholesale
prices of farm products;including rice and
wheat, surging 9 per cent irnv'the first week of
August from a year earlier.

The Reserve Bank of India has responded
with a savage round of rate rises, hiking
borrowing costs in the world’s second-most
populous nation 11 times since March
last year. It's a similarly worrying picture in
other Asian countries, including South Korea,
Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia.

Asia’s ronaway food inflation fsn't
welcome news for a global economy
struggling to avoid-a double-dip recession due
to ongoing weakness in the United States and
Europe’s worsening debt woes,

“Uncomfortably high inflation raises the
legitimate concern that policy authorities in
Asia now lack the policy space to respond
aggressivelyif-downside tisks inthe USand
Europe continue to crystallise,” says Richard
Iley, chief Asia economist at BNP Paribas In
Hong Kong. “In other words, Asia will be
unable to ride to the global economy’s rescue
as successfully as it did in late 20087

That’s not the first concern of the World
Bank and other multilatera! agencies like the
United MNations Food and Agriculture ‘

. Organisation, which are far more worried
about the social cost of surging food prices.

Global food prices soared to record highs
in 2008, with much of the increase blamed on
speculation on the part of commodities
traders rather than any fundamental
mismatch between supply and dernand.

The World Bank estimates higher food
costs that vear rashed nn to 105 million

“stocks indica

rismg food prices ﬁzze&ieﬁ o do ﬂze same fgr
_ an additional 44 1 :

s and low food
inthe danger
zone,” World Bank or i Robert Zoellick
said earlier this month “There is no cushion”

Analysts claim that market fundamentals
are playing a far moresignificant role in the
current round of commodity price increases,
but the cotiseguences remain the same.

The record food prices of 2008 sparked
riots in Third World nations including Haiti,
Cameroon and the Philippines and prompted
some nations to ban exports and hoard grain.

“International agricultural prices have
riserr once dgain, with some commodity
prices equal to or exceeding peaks seen in
2008,” according to a research paper released
last month by agriculfural economists from
Purdue University in the US state of Indiana.

“Higher food prices were politically
sensitive and even led to food riots in many
countries at price increases much smaller
than the increases in world prices,” authors
Philip Abbott, Christopher Hunt and Wallace
Toner write. “Poverty and hunger became
worse where domestic food prices rose.”

The researchers point to a number of issues
that differentiate this vear’s bout of
“agflation”™ from that which occurred three
vears ago, inchuding two large and persistent
demand shocks resulting from biofuels
demand and Chinese sovbean imports.

The weather is also playing a bigger role.

“Poor harvests due to weather are more
important in 2011 than in 2008, they write.
“Price increases are now more consistent with
low stocks-to-ause ratios.”

There are also some longer-term issues at
play, with the amount of arable land in some
developing econiomies no longer matching the
dietary needs of an increasing affhuent
middle class, But the other worrving aspect of
this year’s climb in soft comumodity prices, as
BIP Paribas points out, is that it is forcing
policymakers in Asia 1o increase interest
rates and tighten other policy levers at a time
when the world econonyy’s.recovery from the
worst global downturn since the Great
Depression is faltering.

Asia’s.dynamic economies helped drag the
world econemy out of the worst of the
financial crisis in 2009-10 with a massive
injection of monetary and fiscal stimulus.

China alone unveiled a stimuhus package
worth a colossal 4 trillion yuan (3600 billion)
that saw its economy account for half of the
global economy’s total growthin 2009 and
about one-third in 2010.

There are growing signs that the global
economy could be falling back into recession,

with Nobel laureate Michael Spence last week

saying there was now a 50 per cent chance of
a contraction in the world economy.

Investment banks are slashing their
forecasts for globel growth this year, with
Citigroup last week lowering its estimate for
world gross domestic product expansion in
2011 to 3.1 per cent from the 3.4 per cent it
was predicting just last month.

It also slashed next year's forecast to 3.2
per cent from 3.7 per cent.

“This is the seventh biggest monthly cut in
Citi's global growth forecasts over the last 10
vears,” Citigroup chief economist Willem

Food flight ... global wheat prices were
Wicien

e

25 %
On the rise’
World Baﬁk Food Price Index {gmm’{s}
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Snapper ban

THE State Government has vowed jts
deeply unpopular snapper . ban will
never be repeated following the
announcement of new fishing regu-
lations to ensure the long-term survival
of the species.

The ban, which was in place for six
weeks earlier this year, was slammed by
industry and recreational anglers on
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sunk for good

the Gold Coast, who claimed it was not
backed by scientific evidence and was
done at the wrong time of the vear.

There had been speculation ancther
%}z_m would be enforced next year, as
Efsherieg Minister Craig Wallace stud-
ied the 712 public submissions on the
survival of snapper, bt that was ruled
out yesterday.
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THE Prince of Wales has warned the public
to urgently change its attitude to sustaining
the world's oeeans and fish reserves.

Speaking at the launch of a project to
raise awareness of over-fishing and marine
conservation, Prince Charles said there
seemed to be an out of sight and out of
mind attitude governing the public’s men-
talfty towards the ocean. .

He warned that marine life has "a pro-
found bearing” on the planet’s “life-support
systems” including the absorption of carbon
dioxide and the production of a vast quan-
tity of seafood. )

Speaking about the 1mportapce‘(zf the
ocean as a food source, he said: “This is
move important than ever today, as our
population conlinues o grow and our
demand for jobs and development remains
apparently insatiable. o

“Iny other words, sustaining the oceans
and the vast natural capital they sustain
would enable us to mieet more needs,

not less.

“ find it surprising, to say the least, how
in some quarters this conglusx’f;}n is stifl
regarded with evident scepticism.

His comments came after he foured the

World must conserve marine
stocks, warns Prince Charles

retailer Selfridges in London to ;z}agk the
opening of Project Ocean, an initiative to
heighten the publics awareness of marine
issues such as over-fishing, marine protec-
tion and sustainability. ) )

The project is a partnership between 3@}?»
ridges, the Zoological Society of London and
the Marine Conservation Society.

The prince’s comments come amid warn-
ings by conservationists that on current
levels of fishing, all major fisheries could
collapse by 2050. o

Ce,i?ehrity chef Hugh Fe&mleywmmng-f
stall, who has created a susﬁ&ma%ﬂe fish
recipe booklet, spoke with the prince about
the issues facing the ocean.

The television chef backed pmg)gsais o
stop UK fishermen throwing half their catch
into the North Sea. He also works to raise
awareness of using more sustainable fish
when cooking, such as mackerel instead
of cod.

He is joined in his support by a host of
well-known chefs, including Mark Hix ;md
Giorgio Locatelli, who will hold C(:x@kmg
demonstrations to promote the message of
“voting with your fork” and avoiding con-

sumption of unsustainably caught fish.

gg@ﬂ

Nelson fish trave
to Murray mouth
an back again

HUW CUSHING

A MULLOWAY from Nelson’s Glenelg Riv
surprised Melbourne scientists by swimming
mouth of the Murray in South Australia anc
again. )

The super-fish was one of 30 tagged by Depa
of Sustainability and Environment scientists
the Arthur Rylah Institute to understand distin
movements within the estuary and why the popul
fish are smaller in size compared to other Vit
populations.

DSE native fish ecologist Jason Liescke sa
earliest belief was WA and SA had the same Mu
population and NSW and Victoria was a s
population, but the Glenelg River fish and f
the Portland area prove there is an overlap in ¢
populations.

Scientists 'at The University of Adelaide ar
Jooking into the genetic structure of the mullos
see if there are sub-populations within throughe
Australian species.

“This work has significantly increased our knov
of how the mulloway behaves and the tags are ex
to keep going for another six months,” he said.
While the monumental effort recorded by a sing
was unexpected by the DSE team, some local ¢
had their suspicions, Mr Liescke said:

“Some locals thought they might have come fic
Murray mouth before they actually moved in
Glenelg River in the first place,” he said.

Mr Liescke said the movements of the fish cou
explain the schooling population in the Glenelg
as the fish may possibly move out to sea to spaw.
‘Of the 30 tagged, another two made the 400-kik
trip to the Murray mouth without returning —
them was caught and reported by a local angler.
As well as internal tracker’s in the guts of th
external tags with an. 1800 number have been app
anglers can either retury the fish to the water-or¢
the DSE to report the catch.
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Investors may be swimming in i if Clean Seas Tuna succeeds in the commercial production of the highly valued southern bluef

Fishing for

Small caps

Claire Stewart

epletion of giobal fish stocks is

driving innovation and

developrment in domestic
aquafarming, spawning attractive
growth opportunities for risk-
tolerant investors.

Clean Seas Hina has set ftself
apart as the first to edge closer to
successfully farming southern
bluefin tuna, an encouraging feat
given bluefin are known to have
quirks that make farming them
difficult.

BBY analyst John Welsh expects
the company to be selling bluefin “in
some capacity” during the 2014
financial year before it reaches full
production.

“It's up toinvestors when they
want to dip their toe in, depending

i WA g b

on their risk profile. But next year, if
they get the fish out into the ocean
and a few more survive, the share
price isn't going to stay at 10¢.”

Shares in the $55 million small
cap company are marginally higher
than this time last year, up 0.02 per
cent at 11.5¢.

“If vou wait until they are
producing and generating returns,
the share price will be 2 lot higher
than it is now,” Mr Welsh said.

Clean Seas shares spiked in June
after news the company had achieved
a world first in transterring southern
bluefin fingerlings to sea cages.

Management confirmed the
company was on track in its
spawning program at the maximum
advised rate.

Next season’s spawning program
has been brought forward to
December and should allow for
quicker growth of tuveniles during

orowth in aquacu

e . . /
Reyipw  §7 7/l

the warmer weaihgf anfd better
mortality rates during winter.

Mr Welsh said that ultimately, the
company would succeed because
they had the research which allowed
them to spawn and transfer fish to
the ocean pens where they could
mature.

Demand for the product ishigh
and is likely to increase with fishing
quotas under stress,

Management forecast full-vear
pre-tax losses to be between 35 per
cent and 45 per cent better than the
June 2010 pre-tax loss.

My Welsh said the company should
start to make material earnings by
about 201 7.

With a proven production track
record, Atlantic salmon and ocean
trout producer Tassal provides :
investors with an opportanity to :
invest in the burgeoning i’
acguafarming industry without the 1



PRESH fish iz the latest
battleground in the super-
market war, with Coles
vowing to strip its fridges
of unsustainable breeds.
- After skirmishes over
hormone-freebeelandout-
price miltk and bread, Coles
aims to boost its green cre-
dentials with “Sustainable
Choiee” slickers on fresh,
wild-caught fish,

In $he psst year Coles
and Woolworths have
banned endaﬁgered fish

shy.
But now Coles will phase

Food editor

out all ynsustainable
species by 2015,

“We're taking the guess-
work oul of buying sustain-
able fish,” Coles spokesman
Jon Chureh saild. “Cus-
tomers want to dothe right
thing, but i's not easy to
figure out what is
sustainable and whatisn't”

The decision is timed o
coincide with Lent and
Easter, when fresh fish sales

jump 85 per cent.

The company expects the

campaizn 10 boost sales by
ancther 20 per cent.

Coles furned to the World
Wildlife Fund {o set its fish-
ery benchmarks, while
Woolies joined forces with
the Bustainable Fisheries
Partnership FPoundation.

Both supermarket
chains have commiftted to
helping fisheries win inter-
national seereditation

from the Moarine Bleward.

ship Couneil

Coles then upped the
ante, asking WWF marine
scientists to investigate
300 fish i sold.

The 1Z2-month study
identified a “red Hst” of 33.

But this is where the
waters gel muddy.

Fish species deemed
unsustainable may be low
in numbers ong year and
flourishing the next, or
plentifildl in one region but
not another.

Lecal snap%er, calamari,

Coles’ red list, not because
of environmental damage,
but because the local in-
dustries had no harvest

- Blus iﬁrenadier

VIC FISH ON THE
REDLIST:

Sardines

strategies oreatehree

Aftsy introducing
fregh, wild-cau
sustainability sticl
Coles will.move ¢
farmed and frozen fist
crustaceans,

But fishmonger .«
Kyzintas described
new Coles campaign”
big gimmick™.

“Their product wills
e as good as the fres)
we sell at the market,
Mr Kyzintas, parb«cm
stalls af Queen Victord
South Melbourne mar
Sunday Food, Play I






