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REDEVELOPMENT OF POST 1945CONFLICTS GALLERIES AND
DISCOVERY ROOM FOR THE AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

TheReturned& ServicesLeagueof Australiawelcomestheopportunityto make a
submissionto theParliamentaryStandingCommitteeon PublicWorkson the above
subject.

Background

In November2003,the Returned& ServicesLeagueof Australiamadewritten
representationsto thePrime Ministerurging theGovernmentto provide sufficient
fundsto theAustralianWar Memorial to allow theproperdevelopmentof postWorld
War 11 galleries.

Thebasisof our submissionwasour concernthat thepresentdisplaysin theMemorial
do not dojusticeto theserviceof Australiansin theKoreanWar, MalayanEmergency,
IndonesianConfrontation,VietnamWar, GulfWar, Iraq andpeacekeepingand
peacemakingoperations.

TheMemorial performsboth commemorativeandeducativefunctions. Significant
numbersof Australiansandoverseasvisitors visit theMemorial eachyear,including
manyyoungAustralians. It is areflectiveandinstructiveexperiencefor all.

It is now appropriateto providea morebalancedpresentationof thoseconflicts and
actionsinvolving AustralianServicemenand Womenin the60 yearperiodsincethe
SecondWorld War. The youngervisitors to theMemorial in particularcould
consequentlygaina greaterappreciationof theenduringnatureof miliary operations
andeventswhich haveoccurredwithin their life time or that oftheir immediate
family. We would not wish to seethisexpandedcoverageprovidedat theexpenseof
thedisplaysof Australia’sinvolvementin themajor global conflagrationsof the
twentiethcenturywhich hadsuchan significantimpacton theshapingofournation.
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Our Position

TheReturned& ServicesLeagueofAustraliaconsequentlysupportsstronglythe
proposedconstructionof thePost1945 Conflicts GalleriesandDiscoveryRoomfor
theAustralianWar Memorial.

Wehavevaluedgreatlytheexcellentconsultativeprocessundertakenby the
AustralianWarMemorial andinvolving thewider veterancommunityin developing
thecontentofthegalleries.

We supportthesubmissionfrom theAustralianWar Memorialon thedetailed
developmentofthesefacilities.

Yours sincerely

Bill Crews
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