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SUBMISSION INTO FUTURE WATER SUPPLIES FOR
AUSTRALIA 'S RURAL INDUSTRIES AND COMMUNITIES

By Caroi Wrihams Break O'Day Vegetuhon Wa'rer-wa'rch and
Rlvercare. Facal;ta'ror (coasfal) -

"That production, rhase JOb.S' and rhase commum rles are a// Jfeopardised if
we do not get water mana_gemenf r(ghf - p 1 of the Submission Kit.

There are many ways To manage: wa're,r use but only one will be the ﬂgh*r
way - CW :

INTRODUCTION

I would like to take this oppor'wmfy to thank The members of
this committee, on behalf (I am sure) of all the
Waterwatchers in The Break o’ Day Mumc:pah*ry for providing
the community this oppormm’ry to commenT cmd gwe evidence
to a very lrnpor"fan*f anulry C :

This submission will not genemlise on the serious predicament
that is faced with reSpec’r to this resource overall. After all,
Australia is the driest continent globally and we use nearly the
greatest amount of water per head of capita than anywhere
else. It is little wonder* Thc'r an. mqmr'y such as 'H’HS is bemg
held. - -

This submission will focus :Ts commems mos’rly on the
geographic area of nor‘rh easT Tasmania. Water resources are
not so drastically in short supply as compar'e,d to the south
east of Tasmania, hcwaver these ca'rchmen‘rs have their own
unique water use. |ssues




COMMENTS ON THE TERMS OF REFERENCE
1. The role of the C‘ammanwea/fh in ensuring adequafe and
susramab/e supp/y of wafer' in rura/ ana’ regfona/ A usfr'a//a

The Centre for Gr*oundwa‘rer Sfudles gmph (flgur'e 1)
gmphscal!y shows The world s supply of avallable fr'esh water.
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figure 1 -

The middle pie shows The TimesT of shvers in black this being
the available surface. water as a part of all active fresh water.
And Then as parT of The ?hn"d ple r-wer's and Isvmg thmgs are.




This in a sense is whcn‘ na'fur'e has 'given’ us for our life support
systems. This tiny percen?age of available active water (and
even if including gmundwm‘er the percen’rage remains small) is
not a consequence of human misuse of resources - it is the way
it is with r'espec’r 'ro r'asource avmlablahfy

In effect, the Commonweal‘rh does no'r make water available in
the first instance, but the na’rur'al sys‘rem does. If the
Commonweal?h were to take it upon itself to provsde dams, for
example, to provude for' ’rhe retention of wa?er' there is a
great risk of damagmg the very ecosysfe.ms that transport this
resource as well as the I:fe sysfe,ms wrrhm it

Australia is not only an anc:em* continent wa'rh ancient soils but
also one of the driest. That we are now turhing to crash
cropping on an ever Iarger' scale mcludmg wetland cropping,
does not ac‘rua!ly ma’rch up o with our resource czvaalablhfy or the
scientific dcrm whsch :s con’rmuously guvmg us These warnmg
signals. | : DL - S

To impose a European sfyle agrrculfur'al practice onsuch an
arid land is not good management. At present, cropping in the
north east is isolated to small acreages to feed stock, organic
potatoes, some essential oil and olive crops. The remainder
being ;mproved pasture for milking cattle and sheep. Private
land has only just begun to be seized for plantation |
establishment (in Pye.ngana) with very little if any support from
the community. The: hydr'ologtcal demands of this crop have
been documented and it has been shown that it does reduce
the avaulabrl;fy of water consndembly in the ﬁr's‘r few years -
and then subsequently (and really con’r;nuously) as the crop is
rotated.




2. Commonwealth pa/rc:es and pr'o_qrams in rural and regional
Australia that could underpm stability af sfar'age and .s'upp/y of
water for a’ameshc cansumpfmn and ofher purpases

There is one catchment in the north easf wh:ch has an altered
hydrology and a noticeable degraded quality of wa’rer‘ if The
Scamander commum?y is to.be believed.

A recent communsfy meef;ng held with the local council fielded
questions concerning the quality of water commg from the
Scamander River. Approxnmafely 15 years ago the Scamander
and Avenue River catchments were r'ecogmsed as a w:lder-ness
area by government. Since that time nearly all of the upper
catchments of the Scamander River had a large percentage of
its native forests clearfelled and put in o plantations (still
ongoing), roaded, pmsoned and generally modafzed to a greater
or lesser extent for the fibre mdusfr'y |

It is no wonder the citizens are complammg about the quah‘ry
of their water and ’rh;s JUST goes to show that treatment
plants are not able to' prov:de good quality dr'mkmg water if the
quality of thm' wm‘er is degmded To begm w;’rhi

3. The effect of Commonwealth policies and programs on
current and fufure' wa feﬁ use in rural Australia. |

It is hoped The Commonweal’rh gover'nrnen’r will ‘support
Tasmania's current 'Water Quahty Mom‘romng Sfm’regy as it
is a positive sTep ?owur'ds regaining ground lost in the 1990's.
During that decade (or poss;bly earller') the network for water
quality mon:’ror:ng was, for the most part, dlsmanﬂed along’
with other Prumary Indus’rr'y extension services. The whole
infrastructure is now under consademhon of being
resurrected, as gover'nmenfs agam r‘ecogmse ‘the importance of
a comprehenswe baselme momformg pr'ogmm A s‘repw:se




approach to this is :mpor“ran? Of pr'tor':’ry is ’rhe setting up of a
monitoring network with an exce!len’r QAQC then to be
followed by the creation of a s’raTew&de database and public
reporting profocol By setting up the latter first would be to
put the cart befor-e 'rha horse.

The issue of how to dellve.r wcn‘er' to the commumfy including
councils, mdus?rles and agmcul‘rur'al sec*tor's may hot reach a
resolution until all stakeholders agr'ee on the benchmark of -
environmental susfamabnlafy Itis hoped that commum’ry
consultation continues, hcwever and That blanket decisions
regarding ampoundmen‘rs wa’rer dwe.rsaons wetland drainage
and the like are never made over- the ’rops of the heads of
commum’rtes of whom They effecT |

It is not clear to thﬂ' extent the Commonwealfh has glven its
support to Protected Env:ronmen'tal Values (PEV's)..
Waterwatchers in this regton have complamed about the
viability of (PEV s) The name tmphes that envwonmemal values
(water quality and ecosys’tem healfh) will be. pr-o’recfed
Ironically there is concern that pristine or hear pristine upper
catchments with native 'fore.s‘rs intact will become degraded
with the implementation of PEV's. This is because the |
envaronmem‘al value’ being protac’red is tied fo the tenure/use
adjoining the wafersysfem (i.e. fores’rr'y Prachce.s) and not to
the maintenance of good water quality when found, nora
responsmsln‘y To r'estor'e degmded wa‘%er ways when ’rhzs is
identified. . = -

In a word, PEV's for upper' ca'rchmen’rs now in a pristine or a
near prushne state do not provnde sufficient safeguards or
standards to pr'ofecf good wa?er' quahfy in fact, 1’r encoumges
the opposn’e - -




4. Commonwealth po/fcfes and progmms that could address the
balance of the compefm_q a’emands on wafer resources

The NHT programs, especsally mcludmg Waterwatch has
provided education, on ground monitoring and an aware and
vigilant commum‘ry with respect to ldem‘;fymg good and poor
land and water: managemen‘r However, rural Australia continues
to carry a cultural cringe ’fowar-ds non#mdzﬁonal (and far less
damaging) farming practices..

It is part of the Commonweal?h s r'ole to qdwse The rural
community on what are, and whcrr are not susfasnable practices.
It is hoped that the Commonweal?h insists on landowners
providing a ‘duty of care’ 1o their land and waterways and to
actively support the non- mdus*l'rlal agricultural food (organic
and biodynamic) sector. Th:s is not only requires a paradigm
shift in on-ground pr-ac*hces bu’r is assen’nal for' the future
management of ongoing resources.

The alternative future is ’rha? of a run awcy ccmpe’rmon in
resource demand B o

5. The adequacy of saenr/f/c res'earch on the approaches
required for adaption of climate vamab:/zfy and better weather
prediction, including the reliability of farecasfm_q systems and
capacity to pro wde speaa/tsf farecasfs |

The following quotes are ’raken from leading specialists in the
field of climate change at a recent conference held in Hobart,
"Coastal Impacfs and Vulnembnhfy“ orgamsed by the Local
Government Association of Tasmania. That there is a link
between poor plannmg when it comes to avordmg the
predictions of cl:ma?e change can’ only be asstimed at this
stage. However, to ighore these warnings could be devastating.
Secondly, that there is no link between human activity and the
- umpac*i's oh wa‘rer' qualn‘y cmd quamsfy is also to smre obvrous |




evidence in the face vss a v:s The cur‘rent ﬂoods in central
Europe and Asia. - | o

"Tasmania needs to plan to avoud or reduce as far as possible
the foreseeable impacts of chmcﬂ‘e change That they are
coming is for'eseeable and the extent of uncermmfy is
manageable " (ngel Townsend 25 J une 2002) and

"However, low- !ymg coasTe! areas w:ll be sub JECT to mcr'eased
flooding during storm surges bm‘h asa r*esul? of increased sea
levels, and possibly also because of changes in the frequency
and intensity of storm surges resuh‘mg from climate change.
Significant coes’ral residential areas and roads around
Tasmania are very Iow—lymg, cmd will be at mcreased risk of
flooding" Chris Sharples 25 J une 2002 |

In this con’rex*r then; r’r can be. essumed that the coastal towns
on the nor"rh east of Tasmania mcludmg st. Helens ‘Scamander,
Ansons Bay and The o‘rher' smaller' Townsh:ps are becommg ever
more vulnercble to mc:r-easmg pressures fmm water and storm
activities. This is especmlly relevanf To 1'he wab:la'ry of low lymg
infrastructures. e

While it would be fool herdy to ignore the predictions of
climate change ¢ and rising sea levels, it is also bad science to
ignore the call from the local communities who can foresee
measures to c:r'cumvem as much as poss:ble these ravages of
dr‘oughf end floods Once egem a quo’re from ’rhe conference

"This conference has focussed on The :mpac’rs of cl:ma?e
change on human communities and their developmen’r and-
infrastructure on the coast. A similar conference could also
have been held to talk ebouT wha‘r needs to be done about the
human heeh'h lmphcahons ’rhe umpacfs on forestry, agriculture,
tmgm'or's or' The nemr'al communmes af plsm's and ammals of




conservation as well as economrc empor'rance " (ngel Townsend,
25 June 2002) -

The following are measures that Waterwatchers in the Break
O'Day coastal area (mcludmg its ca‘rchmenfs) have put forward
as management practices to besf regula’re chma?e change AND
maintain good wa?er' qual:’ry and quanh’ry |

In the Geor'ge River ca?chman*r (and TmbuTames) place a cap on
any more land clearmg especrally because the Blue Tier has the
second highest m’rensu'ry rainfall in Tasmania as well as erodible
granitic soil structure. erew;se stop. land clearing in steep
catchments along the coas’r (like below Grey and in the
Scamander ca*chmem‘) as this produces ever greater erosion
and flash ﬂoodtng |

By keeping intact the native forest esfm‘e -flash flooding will
continue to be greaﬂy moder‘m‘ed The mpor‘tan? natural
vegetation cover with its deep | r‘oo’rs prevents erosion and can
regulate flow to a grea’rer extent. It is the catchment
insurance against flood damage Ltke.w:se ‘rhe humid, wet and
rainforest and other native vegeTaﬂon ecologue.s provide for a
maximum wa’rersh_ed yueld in _hmes_ of_ drough’r

The preference for r-elymg on ecosysfem services rather than
building rmpoundmen‘rs for water regula‘rson is that
sedimentation is reduced in the longer term and ecosystem
health and water quahTy for human consumphon is preserved.
By allowing nature to prov:de for sasfamabuhfy costs are
greatly reduced cmd outcomes are much better assured -
impoundments silt up and have ause by date and are known to

alter the healfh of ’rhe ecosysfems downsTr'eam




