


a Y 1
FAMNLY COURT OF AUSTRALLA

OGP0 Boy 9951 Office of the Chief Exscatve

Teigphone {02) 212 4734 i Liopel Bowen Bujldmg
Fapsimite (023 212 4731 97-95 Goulbum Street.

Sydrey NEW 2000
25 Iuly 1995
Mr Jan Monk
8 Stanley Road
EPPING NSW 2121
Dear Mr Monk

The material you sent {¢ Ms Sue Lynch, Librarian at Parramatia Registry, has been referred

o me.

The material is 2 useful historical collection which | would be happy to keep with the Court’s
central record for historical and research purposes if you have no objection.

Thank you for sending it in.
Yours sincerely,
P
\\J? \ Qs
o \_{

LEN GLARE
Chief Executive Officer
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A SYDNEY man travelled
to the Westerts Arza this week
to gather support for a rally
to prutest agansi whel he
sces -as the injusileas of fhe
Fomaiby Law Couris.

izn Momk. of Epping, spent
yezterday morning in feont of
the Debba Post Oftics handing
oul pemiphlets on how the faa-
ily Tew system1 “'strips Austra-
lisn parents of thoir iepal
rights".

Mir Monk was divorced last
year and through the seilement
ks wife was given custady of
their geven and eight-year-old
sons, Mr Monk said the system
trizated him wnfairty

“From my expetience the
desisions in the Family Law
Court in Parramalts wore very
wmuch ‘winner @ids all’ deci-
sions Eat leave e loser ox-
wemely distressed and upset.™
hesald. | - . :

“In my case the judge
granicd my wifs cverything she

aprplied for, 1say this is neway

10 solve & dispute.-

._“Sgﬁcmﬁli dispﬁtlu resoly-
sion igvolves hearing the merit

-in the.cases on both sides.™

Mr Monk “said he was
sicipped of his legat rights as
a parent'’.

“My wiic and 1 were di-

vorced and egreed that she

would-bave custody of our wo
sons and 1 was 10 have reason-
able aecess,” e said,

v sReapopable access - iz
detined- by the cuscodial purent
which mesns thai [vdon’t see

my sons & Christmias, on their

higthdays, on Father's Day on
weekends or overnight - alf I
get is altérrmie Sonday's be-
tveen Sam 2nd opm.”

Mr Monk said hz wanis
legislative refors and a reduc-
tion in the powor wiclded by

F judges.

. “Fecall for the imumediate
abclitien of any kawe which
enable indges of the Fomily
Court 10 sinip inaocent parehts
of their Icgal rights as par-

-ents,” he said. .

“f hepe o achieve widc-
spreze and far-reaching legiska-
{five reformn to the Famiy Law
Al

"' say the judges of the viurt
nave far oo mich power uod
they abisz this power sad their
power mesds to by seversly
rostricted.”’ : :

Mr Monk has orgendsed o
protest march outside the Fara--
iy Law Cowt in' Parremans
on Sunday, Mav 21 i pm.

For smore fnforsnation on the
marek, comieel By Menk on
HEE) 6 20,

. 2. Dafly Libersl; Friday, April 7, 1089 -

Ean Mouk, from Sydney, in Dubbo yesierdsy protesting a family Law systom which he s#ys,
“‘strips Austealian parenis of eheir legal righis.” o -

iAd



FRUSTRATED dvorcee .. father of two fan
Monk addresses the protest meeting on the
court's njustice.

FAMILY COURT
PROTEST DE

WHERE- Parramatia Family Court

Cne. Philitp & Charles Strests, Parramatia
WHE.  3.00pm Sunday 2is! May 58 |

ORGANISER:  lenMonk{02) 862018

ONSTRATION

saday, Hiay 23, 1585
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THE Family Court vl
described as  simister
snd unscruppioss 3 !
deserving of abolitic

s

by a former -
cgunsﬂiin' al a protv.!
rally outside the
Parramattz Fam

Law Court on Sznday-

Qaly 36 mien gathers
hear former coumselio®
Richard Ziolkowski,
speak i@ support of
Monk whe claimed he b
been unfueirly irepied o
the couri.

I Ziotkewski said his
experience had opesed ©
eyes to whai he regar.
as the injustices of the sys-
tems. j

He described the Fami
Court as a4 show instifn-
tion where injastice r .
rife'.

“Fegal viclence -
judicial 12rrorism must
brought to on end,” he
said. ;
HThIG CoLEt 8 sinsisl.e!
MErcenary, HASLIET-
ious.» and most be des
ished,” he said te ap-
plause.

The crowd laugml
when be added gquicklt
that he was not advocs '
demolition of the opul
building. e .

Mr Menk, 8o crgie
father of fwo chil'ciij..-iﬁiﬁ
ihe avpdience: “The r 2
herrific pari was wha....
was stripped of 3l my Tega
rights as a parent. w.

it | was  shaploes
stunned and shocked tha
this poes on in Austra !

“hen b oprew up fed
pointed the fnges at Fos
sta and sz2id that cver
if you crigicised the Stab
they’d sirip por of 3
fegal eiphts as 5 citizs | .

e efTect you wovid be
COTEE B SO PErSOn Wil .
rights whatsoever.

el Hhat’s  what’
haynpeasd o ome.” !

Ble sald the court’s a
cess Aecision had canest
areat des! of peis and
fering @ e bmd bem
denied access o his o g
Sren. '



Human Rights Australia TN

gur ref: C8/is 89,285
29 June, 1989

Mr Ian Monk
£ Stanley Road
EPEINZ 2121

Dear Mr Monk

I refer tgo the numerocus telephone conversations which we have
had and Lo our meetings on 1 June 1989 and 21 June 1989,

as I advised you by telephone yesterday, the Human Rights
Commissioner, Mr Brian Burdekin, has agreed to your reguest
that the Commission undertake a review of the Family Law Act
insofar as it relates teo guardianship orders with a view to
determining whether the Act breaches the human rights
instruments scheduled to the Commission's legislation. Mr
Burdekin has regquested that I advisé you of his decigion.

The Commission's research staff are presently fully committed
to existing projecte and so it will be a few weeks before
someone can be assigned to undsrtake this research. I have
noted your reguest for an opportunity to discuss the gquesticn
with the researcher assigned the task and ¥ will ensure that
the researcher or I contact vou when werk commences for that
purpose.

I apclogise feor the time taken to arrive at this position.
As I have indicated to you previously, the Commission's
rescurces are more than fully stretched in meeting the
demands placed upon us by our legislation and the community
and so it is very difficult to respond immediately to issues
ther than those of great urgency. 1 hope that cur
commitment to work on this project will be of assistance o
you.

Yours singcersiy

Chris Sidoti
Secretary

Fuman Bobis and foua! Opocruony Cummunin el 2 Smesean Doy est Gaizing 368 Goaege Suewt Spriney 20040 2000 GRO Eor 5215 Spangy MEW 3004
Telzgnona: 2257803 Fecrimiins 2287517 Teize ud JFBOOC OF BSS Spidnay
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Mrs C Mackie Silverburn
48 Alicante Gt ) Judd "s ck.
Minchinbury 2770 N.8W 2745,

Fhone 063 3755620
lst August, 1989,

Dear Mrs Mackie, ﬁ{.e_il - {o02) Foaony

I recently received your address from Tan Menk, the organiser of the
crotest rally held ocutside the Family Law Ceourts at Farramztra.

Like you I am deeply comcernred at the way the Family Law Act is being
impiemented by the courts and I believe, manipulated by many of the
legal profess=ion, :

Ir en endevour to sez changes and & return ©o a more belanced system
I initiated the following motion to the State Conference of the Hational
Party in June. The meticon was passed without dissent and reads as

“fellows; :

That the Natiomal Party support an urgent reveiw of the Federal Family
Law Act, through either a Senate Tnquity or a Private Memters Bill,

U3 ensure;

I. that any spouse kaking children Irom the fawily home gust justiby
the need to de so to the courts.

Z. that the Act be amended te require thes courts to use the powers
they already have, o have repard o the conduct of either or beth
parties whare failure to do so will produce a miscarriage of justice.
2. that alil orders of the court be applied equally and be enforced
with penal provisions to both sexes. . .

4. that written arrangements such as business partnerships, companies
etc, between the parties ©o & marriage e strictiy enforced.

At @ Senate Inaquiry ir would be zossible for vou to present your
complaints directly to wmembers of Parliamcont without the threat of
iegal actiom being taken against you by the Family Law Counrt.

Senator David Brownhill hag offered suppert in initiaring the proposed
inguiry. However your help is desperctely needed in providing
information of your own dealings with :he court to Relp Senator
Brownhill. '

I would really appreciate it if vou could outline vhat happened to

you, your complaintes and alse any good points voz could make regarding
the Family Court.

Please feel frez to ring me at home or D43 379620 or Senatoer Brownhill's
cifice in Tamworth on 067 066958, Please send your infermasiom to
Senater Brownhill's Eleckorate Difice st 487 Peel 3%, Tamworth. 2430.

Only wikh your support can changes Lo made.

Yours faithfully,

ttan Wilscn.
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Ian Mook gous a bit for-
ther frifh hleglalby, Hednys
2 girong hias exlsts agaitsl

“men and the noo-custodial
ﬁ;henl end that leminists

WA sirong sey im the
practioes af the cowrt.

¥ bardly apres wilh that.
DIust of the judgor and
magidiratar whe peeside
ace meq.

Ent Tan I= stil] typical of
khe average 1aen why
camies all setond best i the
tourt. The seoond case
whith came by the altentica

e Mercury thig week is
ihe ang E wlsh to canveas
Buday. .

ApAin, OB NAMES ATE PE-
nutted. Hel z zadder case

& ¢ Witk PETER

 FROM THE

DITOR'S

PESK

vou wouid stidom soo

He wroiz a letter to o
pleadimp For sapee I‘}eJEE 1
?‘:u tudtt parks of tha Jel-
ar.

B begine: “Epping @ man  ha

1 oths meipaper - with
plonart demenetration out-
eide Wallengong Family
LinirE (a refereace to fam
Jdonk) prompted me to
write bhig letler,

*Thie roen, gty or o,
hatd hast his case Tafore he
aven got m the conrivoon,
Simgply becauie ha 5 a

and It 15 bt the magis

‘tratels fzdt,

“Tha Act, which iz mpde
Wi prizlerl wives from win-

lemi hushzeds, 15 belp
ghuzed =l =zn noreane
vile

“I u bach robber gras o
@il e rokst fiek be cauphe
coaniting & ethne. Not 2o
it tee Penily Cobrd, { am
ROW it e same koot dod
the whole 2eemacio e ke o
nigfitmsre. .

"1 keve no zrness ta tHe
home whick I beii up cver
S} YELTE € my merriogs

- azd, gt abreost 02 years of |

aze T pave qo chance to
build zonthey. .

“1den'keven have ap0ess
to the dogs whech [ wadked
cash day hind iy workahoo.

"The chargt aphitet owe
was harassmenl. They
threw this a1 me hetause
committad the grent prirme
vf goiny bame t@ice a weak
10wk my wile o1 2 recon-
clliation.

“Agd they sit | war vio-
Jant. My eripvechots was to
break the fock wlogk oy
wife patt vo bhe door 12 kesp
e .

“1 Ewore on gulh 7 had
never beer dronk inomy
kife. Thew sl [ hog o
credinifty. 17as reminded
bba in fect T did gek cramk
~ Wi 1967 a2 8 teenager ag
OLe GCradioh.

“Then the devastatise
liee whtbel reduced me io
tears. It pUraisg up, ibe
Iagislrate adﬁb ey
ﬁeTteG L neeskant pevehicloc

.

"] waz agked W amawer
puestions o ihe yes ant no
manker, withort any
thanee bo explain m¥F
posllion or eldborale on
Any podnt | wished pomabe
to Baln my epge

"It wes Lke an {nguisl-
tlen, %0 rude and cobd and
ama-pied. -

"I couid H-ted] the mag:
glrale T was n fiRedater,
6itHl duibg sckive petrad, a
bigsd donor aod meambar pf

a prominent seimming
group,

i eopld ot ictl biw I
was a BHF qupervisor jor
30 yezrs x ST AN-
thiog else wilch soppocted
iy casa Ehet § s o plable
oy -roimbed peraog,

"I would Jthe o offer 4
massipc to that mee wha
Stood antglde e court (fan
BMonk}

"It 3 mesmage given e
me & dear frﬂmi. It

ather wen atrvive

The nugo en gogesd
Lhat fapwus pseo: - . “Geg
st e the gerenity te er-
cept the toiops 1 vamoot

tha things I cin ang the wes-
dom te ftnow the differ-
&0 .

znd tolc him 1 wented ba
meet’ him We sel emd

iy office. He wos 3 hrokes
B, Nk dife el ocport
shout Luree ountlE - age
when s wils sannseeed
tiHe MATAAE Was over.

Efl= attopmns st recamnl.
iztin indled. He grew =3
aeoepl that the nw:zgi:go
viss finished ba: the ﬁr
heeping Lim sway Fram the
Famliy fome ghatt.en’nt
IIE.

“Thay worldn't even jst
e po ook tn welk tha
dogs™ be esld.

1 fhini the worsd perk o
this perliogler caze, il
. CAriLaNiy somathang I find
vEry ronlusing, 18 Bt fae
cour: wandd nof sreg pitiw
Lkis mar % pradaae g char-
deler referemor proesred
By 3 wp rasding  GHE
eTedikive.

1 kavea comye of tkat ref-

prenee. Tha refcron: imes

by
miight’ help ‘borm gad many .

changs, cotrage 0 elenge .

| phomest ga larter writsr

ialiad for recers] bt in -

AT btz mao W

was & cloze friend. Let me
quote from the final pare-
graph of this refereace.

= cam valy sy that ... 1
kreow iz 0f Ui kigbest char-
acter ahd QL B Ieuenceivs
able o me Wil hw ok
bekave in ane manaer gl
resperiful o harmbel o
aavrnd hle famify or friends.
Ary BcHars ke would take
wouid arlae from his most
sinters coneera for thely
well-ixing and for hia reia-
tnsklp with thems. I
thara selfuns sppuared -
treme or vinlang, thic would
be ot of ocharanter Far, .
aht pngt e & rezisie of oy
usual distress or proeecs-
tine "

This man lefr the eyt dn
mr& wilk that charaopes

terenre stilf m ks pooiet.
T.kdle swopeder be thinks the
whale systam 13 stacked
againat the male of the spe-
wRs in these Femdly Taw
it ana e,

o B iRink N ooutlandil B
could et present B chac-
kst rafererce o defen:
bhivrrmelf,

This man deseribed ki
czperence o omgt ok jhe
moe! shatlering of hiz en-
tife Efe.

Reledtog 1o e megis-
Erate, he sald Wb o
siroia of his pen he wiped
out my His"

Ele fivis o 2 Hst fa Wal
longong, distrusecd and
lonaly and ipd  kAwwring
wiere bo plek np B
threads of his brokee lile,
iz fgith in our systemn of
fatice ic in datvery,

AsL with him this
week, J fonne i wasy be res-
lize why oneu be i buit
orver (he top.

Hu's probably Insller
than by average man. In
this esse Lw Rids beve
Urown up There's o ugly
cuziody battle amd access
righim are pod 20 i8tus. Thiy
rmen juel went® the Tight to
go home zod wall; the dops
end worh in his workshop,

4t least, thots whel ke
luid me. 7 fizd 2o reasan te
denbt bim.

1 goo’t, profess o be an
experl o avnily Law bt |
did procora p ol a
Tk h Jue-
fice Ellzabeth Evate, ooe of
tie oation's trely renari.
zble jaw roforminte.

&z Netice Evslt asys
her srofaep, A Guitet Te
FamFlﬁ Law {pame oF kev
bk}
the Fearl Waizun
tan Ll

Ae I mentioned esriler

.Fearl Waten dlad mon

ok Mast al ber home nn
Ty 4, 1984,

gt i gn eermilent guige

Edid covers Aupest 4f
martage breshdowrs in
pragesty sotilement.

Cho 4 perverR Gngnos-
ko viddence 2nd obild shuse

-aid I syppose H wowld man
e difficali for enme of the

BeCLins uf 1BiS craptar
be exploiled. |

I inow there gre
thoasamls of pEnuine opsee

| of ideients whore Be baw

propdrirandr hé\{uﬂ;m

- terts the bawercd and

abvaed boumew e and chil-

- dtrn

A T ket acroes the
deak it the wm in my
affice this week, ! wone
ettt Bow mang wes are
hetng bong, deawn and
Qukrcred by e syetam thad
jurl mav swing heavily i

fuvaiv of the- ftthate of ke

spaecier

Could it e tat jay Monk
Tawews whet As's talking
ahar®

ARt damwm it sl Wk

TAME [ 204 e thir el

the #lrsf '_plil?:gnc!r. of.




Thers are no sadder
cases in the oo
mamity than those who
feel they have been
crucified by & Fomily
Law Court

1 have seen maay of
them in ihe Mereary office,
ait pleading for heip.

ey make impassioned
appealts for the newspaper
tapptike up their case be-
cauge they have been de
sied access to their home
= and more crucially -
their children,

That’s the one which
rezily upseis them, the chil-
dren. Newspapers are nob
permitted to report Family
Law Court matters or iden-
tify any of the parties.

We all know what {eftor
has reslted from Family
Law Court cases. In Jupe,
1988 Family Iaw Colirt
judge Justice David Opas
was gunned down in the
front yard of his Woollahra
root,

In 1984 the home of Jos-
tice Raymopd Walson was
bornbed. Justice Watson's
wife Pearl died in the biast

We alse know that par-

ents have killed themselvest

and their children ower
Family Law Court matiers

A nzan whe skof dead kis
three childrea bejore turn-
ing the guy on himself at
Penrith recently was 1o-
valved in a Family Law
Court problem. It goxs an
ail on.

There is, of course. 4 Lu-
riops iwist to this Family
law Court problem. Just
abovl In every case the
partner rlaiming to be cru-
ciffed i 2 man.

I can pever rememther 2
wife coming: to sed e o
complain bitterly aboat be-
ing l=ft ia ruins and emo-
ticmaily scarred after &
Family Law Counrt rulms.

CTowid i be that men do
siart P00m behind the
blocks wien they fromt ap
to the Family Law Cosrts,
or any other court for that
maiter, te do batlle over
custody  rights, mainten-
ance, access e chiidren
and properly division?

Thers is pertainly & clear
perception among a 1ot of
men thai they are dead

& The man in the wheelchair is Justice Ray Watson, crippled when a

bomb tore through his Greenwich home killing his wife Pear!. Earlier an-
ather Family Court judge, Justice David Opas was gunnsd dowr at his

gate.

(1)

As | inoked across the desk zt the men in my

this week, | wondered how many men are being

hung, drawn ond quartered by o system thaot just

micy swing heavily In fovour of the Female of the

btirds before they put =
Digngd on g Biple

Twa cazex ceme to light
this weeck In Wellongeng
which infivenred me to
wrie this colnmr.

The first invelved =
Farmiiv Law reform cam

species.

patetier pamed lzn Momk
wha profosted outside Wod-
longong Family Law Conrt
HBe 15 betier beeszuse he cag-
nyt see enouck of bis clul-
dren. :

Bir Mok sees his chil
drea fer eight hoges o

every fortrdght — o Law
Cuurl ruifna.

Fe claims fhat s inbu-
rezan, vogel amd 4 violalion
of hismas nghis.

There zre & I of men
Iike Izn Monk iz ihe com-
miunity and they fesd just as
chwaled snd depressed.

!



A Sydngy man whose full-hme acqu@aflon 55

campaigning

for Family

Senate inguey

gather support.

Mr. {an Monk, a 40
aar  oid dlvercee
rem .EZpping, is
protesting against

what he sees as
judges’ cruelly ioward

parenis

non
and is caiﬁng for-8
no-fauir’_ canna.pt of
divorge be

extehded fao mss

menis.
Maonk lirst
antsecﬁ 2 protest
¥ in May th:s vear
nu ts ide the
Parramatta  Family

. Law Court after baing

granted only limited
access 0 his two
sons by the court in
December, he said.
Last month,” Mr.
Monk said he made
his  second
appiication for
increased access
since his divorce

proceedings but it

was dismissed
withcul 2 hearing,
leaving access o his

two  young sons.
" restricted w0 eight

hours a forinight.
He describes his

freatment as

inhuman, saving it is
a violation of human
rights.

“The response o

ihe rally in May has

encouraged Mr.

Monk to take his
grievances o the
wider community by
sefing up  prodesis

Law reform and &

into the operations of the Family
Court traveiled through the district thns week 1o

outsice Family -Law
Courts throughout the
State and has led to

“the formation of the

-

Family Law Reform
Group which now hag
& msmbershlp of over

50

roup has
fuund a poistscal ally in
Nationat  Party
Senatpr  David
Brownhil, who has
nﬁeredhtss:.mporﬂn
iniﬁatlngh Hrquiry

e 2

into lleged
inequities  of ihe
Family Law Azl

Muman Righis
Commissioner, drian
Burdekin has aiso

agreed to a reguest.

for the commission {0
undertake z review of
the Act whan
resQuUrces are
availabie.

In Newgcastio last
week, Mr, Motk said
SOVEN man
approached him
durin? just ore hour
spent ouside the
Family Count and said
their cases had not

besn weighed on .
individual merii but

wiin & ‘'‘rebber
stamgp.”

© “Men don't have a
resl chance of
obtaining cosiody of
their - chiidren,” he
said,” but points out
the reform  group
does not wanl o

. mmake the issue &

conflict betwaen men
and woman.

Mr. Monk -claims
access sheuld only
be resircted in very
SEvOFe Cases oi
assauft, “if
paresiis  are  good
engugh to  have
access to the children

.when they are

maried they'rs
enough 1o have
access 1o their
children whan they've
arated. _

g said many
judges don’t
understand that men
want to be involved
with their - children,

Eamcspatmg in al

asic caring including
washing, cboﬂ'ung and
{eodi
Haiher ‘man the
S‘tablllt?( of ane
custodial parent, Mr,
Monk beligves
chidren need love
and affection from
‘both parents in oréer
1] gmw and deveiop.
lso of concern o
him is the matter of
property  setfiement
which he says often
rasulis in men

recgiving only 30 per

cert or less of ihe
joint assets. .
“These typs of
declsians can push
people dver the edge
intd senseless acis of
violance,” he said.

.-

T2 Sowhem Highiand News, Friday, Septesber 1, 1989
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enis in & flugranl-breach of
basic huan rights, a_lone
protester claimed in Albury
yestem_a_;

Mr Ien Mmm of é;j,'dney,
launiched hia campaign_for &
Serate inquiry inw the Act
after. he wa3 granted nine
hours a fortdight te spesd
with hig two sund, who are

aged 7 and 8.

—‘f&sterday—%% TRHTEl e
protest sign and handed oul
pampitlets vuiside the Fam-
ily Court in Kiewa St. .~

Ivir Monl, 41:, agid he-did

0 his s:h:lgrm tn Chrintmes
LD ay—bietbdeya—FEatie
Day, weekends vruverni

“If parents. . ake

‘Yaccess Lo iheir chiidren
when they marry, (Hen they

‘are gord enough i have un-

Fowprmic:

THE Faml]y Law AL_
. st.npped the rights of pur-

not-have coatanteed,access

- o el '!-"iﬁ-

Wi

BLol-L N 1]

Fﬁ‘ﬁﬂf Y COURT

S0 A yon poe induagsrnd 1a Y M e
Crlil *X1 i NI FEE h.aglu Phrame e i

LAWYERS

[ETT
- PRI
RLEL N, R

=

PETER JUDD

limited &ccess when they are
divoreed,” he said. .
“What's going on now is
Iothing less than medieval
“cruelty and a violation of hu-
man rights "

Mr Moak said the Human
—Rights Commission had de-
cided to review the Family

Law-et followitg ""m §

representations.
He ulser expecred an e&'rly
rep[y from the ecommission
r. whether limitations on
_3\-\-933 broke  intarnasional
haman rlgnts COnVeniing.

" through — whes the Human
Rights Commission became
involved,” ke said.. .
gz until my reqnest, the
 ourt told evervbady the
Human Rights Comris-

“Thal. wes_the. break— -

sion did not cover the Fam-
iy Law Act.”

- Mt Mank said that when
he and his wife divorced,

they had agreed UR FEBSUNA-
ble”gccess fur the children.

“My wife decided to rede-
fine that access — and the
¢ourt backs her up,” he said.

“IL was within her power
tn define reascuable access,
so she Jdul.”

Mr Monk wants & mejor
reform — the introduction
af "no-favlt aecess™.

He said this was a natural
-extension of “no-fault di-
vorce” and was compatible
with humnan nghL pnnct—
plea- -

“Tt would save the' COURLrY,
mapey,” hé said, -
_Mr Mowk--seid - Senator
David Bownhill had offered
suppott e initiste the Sen-
sig inqrivy

ek




A DETERMINED Syd-
Ny inan campaigning for a
Senute inguiry into the
Family Law Act visited
fieelong yesterday in a bid
ta drum np district support.

nr lan Monk lost joint
guardianship of his two
sons after 5 Family Leow
Court decision af Patrsa-
matta last December.

He said he only has eight,
hours access a forinight to
his children, which he de-
scribed as “medizeval
cruelty” to his sons and
himeself.

“T'iit sure there are some
Geelong fathers who have
suffered the same faie as I
have before a Family Law
Court,” ke said.

“Trn sure there are many
Geelong falhers who have
little or no acess to their
children.

“I believe there is a gen-
ersl mood in the eonunun-
ity that the existing Act has
failed and it's thme to write
& rew one.”

Equipped with a sign
reading: “I zin the victim of
absolutely outrageous

Figghting back: Mrlan Monk, considers himse! g victim of an
ouvidated Family Law Act.

“Third World' type injustice
at ihe Parramatie Femily
Law Court,” Mr Monk has
campaigned through
Queensland, New South
Wales, Vietorie and South
Austradis,

He has {ormed the Family
Law Reform Group ang
changes the group I8 seek-
ihg to the Family Law Act
&ME,
= the coneept that parents'
access $0 their children is a
hurnan right,
¢ joint custody arrange-
ments,

e maintenance for children
to De shared equally by
hodh parents,

« property izken into a
martiage is the property
taken out of a marrlage,
and

* praperiy accumulated
during a marrizge is shared
according to conbributions.

National Party Senator,
David Brownhill, of Tam-
worth, has offered his sup-
port for an inguiry atter the
next Federal election.

In a Canberra newsietter,
Senator, Brownhil] said the
inguiry should address fam-
ity law areas such as access,
cusiody, rmaintenance anc
properiy settlement.

*I urge all Geelong
fathers who have been
crucliy treated by the Pam-
ily Law Court to get behind
Senator Brownhiil's call for
a Sencte inguiry,” Mr Monk
said.

He also Invited single
fathers to the four-day
Third Annual Family Re-
gearch conference ts be
heid at Ballarai{ from
Bunday.

A nationaf conference for
all peaple seeking reform to
the Family Taw Act Wil be
neld in Camberts next vear.

It i= Peing organised bw
the Lone Fathers' Associa-
tion and further Inguiries
shouid be directed ic Mr
Barry Weedon an
¢T3 3TSZETL.

o | . 23
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sSOoNns, says da

A PROTEST that
started at the Femily
Law Cpurig in Por-
ramatia, in New South
Wales, earlier thix year
cameteDandensng fasi
week.

ian Mook, a Sydney
resident, is piclored
hariing oul protest ma-
terial ouiside the Pamily
Law Courtsin Robinson
St, Dandenong.

Mrivignkysays (hai be
was dealih an unfair de-
termanabon by the fam-
ily Law Couon doring his
own divorce, the resall
peing that affectvely his
sois had beentabenaway
frem him,

Himsetf

Wir Monk says that be
is deeply concemed af
it way the Family Daw
Act iz being imple-
erted by fhe cousts and
believes thai the legal
professien is manipuiat-
ing e eysiom.

He fas been ciunpaign-
ing for a senaée ingmiry
o the Family Law Act
and his campaign irail
has Jed am from Fa-
ramiatts o Mewcasede,
Wiattband, Gosford,
Woliongang, Buihnmt,
Ornatge, Dublio, Albay
ard v sn Daodenngg.

Campaign

Fan Monk, a member
of the ‘Fanily Law Re-
foren Group’, bas hime
self suffered what he
describes as the “wrath’
of the Family Law Court
and 25 A result decided
that e would begio 2
concerted campaign 1o

push for reform of the.

Farily Law Aci.

“Mendon 't have o real
chance in gaiaing cos-
tody of their children, A
regeni survey conducled
by Professor Graham
Rossell, the head of the
Soviclogy Depariment,
Macquarie TIniverity,
iooked at ‘vconlested
vustodial cases’ and
found that nol one @an
wis soocessful in gain-
ing custody of hiy chil-
dren if ke did nol atready
have them Tiving swith
b, Mr Mook said,

Tan Monk beltavestha?
custody is ealy one of
severid asperis of the
Farnily Law Act thai
nesd raform.

Lose pul

“Propenty and the
questicn of joint asseisis
another area thar men
predommanily o ogt
i Accest i childyen i
g ghdther problems thad

faces the mon-custodial
parent. The Fanily Law
Cpuit Can sinp parenis
of their legal righis
shrough amangements for
custody of children, Only
in extreme circuin-
stunces shoutd access be
depied or restricted o
_either parent”, dr Monk
said.

BMr Motk gays thai be
has the suzppar of the
Nationai Party Senasiry
for N5W, David Browa-
hill who i said to have
given his fulf suppon
jowards the msbgaton
of ao cawniry inio the
Family Law Aci.

Mrvionk has urged wil
ihose that wazt aninguiry
£ write to the senatur's
office ui 467 Peel Sticet,

- Tarworth, 2420, Orthey
can contact bim by pion-
ing (02} BO-20E

T

(3]
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Access to
children
‘stripped’
from man

© Sydney man
honk, no longer foves
fis country.

HOW

quiry nto the bows that al-
Jowed the Family Couort to
restzi: his access tohis e
boys 1o eight hours a fori-
pight — an order be de-

yosterday an ftis way home:
from Adelzide where be
recently protested ouiside
the Family Coart.

When be was divorced
shont two vears ago Mr
Monk did not contest cus-
ey of the children which
was awarded to Gifs £%-
wife_ He wes granted “res-
somahle access.” :

At first this indadad =&
temate weckends, balf the
sehipot holidays and special
days, he s,
decided rcasonable acoess
meant eight hows 2 fori-
night and a svbsequent

that i cases of serious as-
sauit aceess showld be re-

Iag Mnnk{ab&w) wﬁi the sigs

ceevitouE

Bowever be is pot &
woice in the wkdemess.

Coard. _

mling from the Family _coood'huy he saysaccess  Mr Mook said that dur- | agreed, on Mr Monk’s ye-
Court upheld ey Tight 10 4 pitdren of asparriageis - ing his protests ontside ' qoest, to uadertake a e
mpose this restriction, e ,'vicht, not s privelege.  Family Counts ie Wallon-  view of the F Law
. .=.?-=_1E§d- s oractice of «If it’s oty for patemis  gong, Albmry, Newcastle,  Act insofar as it relates to
‘say this practice m i have uniimited access to  Dubbo, Dandenang, Mel-  guardianship orders.
WOVING § e ik children when marred, bourne and moeost recently The review is dee 1o be-
parents i§ amalogous to the g ontd b okey for  Adelaide, he hasbeenapr-  gin shonly snd a Commi-
practice during the :1?33[}5 these parents to have un-  roached by domens of sioner has been assigned (o
and 1940s when authofities  yrviieq access to children  people offering their sym-  the casc. '
in Ausimlia removed gha; (hey're divorced —  pathy and support. =} mn very confident an
A_b{_)ngmai c!-;.jldmn from simple.” it is not only the genersl ineuiry will reseft out of
their parents, Mr Monk " yir ponk livesanhonr's  public that hes backed his  this,” he said.
Salué(}ﬁ[ o e drive from the home of kis  campaign. M Mok has vrped eny-
fthese policies . o ire ang travelling time.  Mew Sonth Wales Na-  one with complainis about
axeano‘s_smnsv;mahon of o ipciuded in the eight ional Party Seneior Devid  the Family Court io tele-
gﬁmﬂ Tight's © :‘é‘u? e pourshegets tospepd with  Brownhill has promised 8¢ phoae him in Syéney {02
fdren and the adults. His SODS. give his “tota] soppon o~ 3626019) or write to Sepator
f @m beven g=t m”scc He is angey ot what he  wands the instigation of ez Brownhill's offee ie Tam-
1y kids af Ooristinas. oolis cract and inhoman  inguiry imto . the Family worth {467 Peel §t, Tam-
Mrilonk doesGOLETERE  eqmment, Law Awt”. wortk, 2438). -

L0
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= An ohscene 'na:llalum
of my human riphts’

- how Eam Mok dmibﬁ
~the - stripping of his
parental puardianship

by the Family Law

 Cowrt last December,
- His expesience in the

Family Court, where he
was ““siripped of guardi-
anship™ and his access to
his two sons hmuted (o
eight hours a fortnipght has
set [ap on the campaign
trail for & Senate inquiry
inks the Family Law Acl.

- His one man campaign

" started at the beginmin c-f

August and has taker

through - NSW, Vlc-

toria and South Australia,
Equipped with a sign

© proclziming: I asn the

vietim of absclutely out-

- ragecus inhuman *Third

Word® 1ype pustice at the

Par_ramaua Family Law -

&

n camg '
COUH fm'

Coaurt..." lan xi.zmds i
frant of - farm[y couts,
hands out letters inviting
people with complainez
eZainst the court (o write
1o Senator Brownhitl at
467 Pezl Street, Tam-
wonh 2436,

Husnan Rights Com-
raissioner Brian Burdekin
has apreed with Jan’s re-
quest W undertake: 3

-eview of the Family Law

Aci insofar as it relates o

guardianship orders, with

a view 10 detcimining
whether the Act breaches

- the hamas rights irstru-
. ments scheduled o the

Commission’s legis-
latioz.

far gave up his job as
a pharmacautical traveller

o start his one man cru-
“sarde, and 15 backed up by
“a 70 strong group in Syd-

ney called the Family
Law Reform Group.
Mumbers from the
group joined his imitial
protest outside Parmamat-
e Family Law Court 1a

- May.

lan is caliing for the
“no’ fault” concept’ of
divorce 1o be extended o
access and 5ays access
strouid be restricted onky
My cases of assaull,

“If paremts are good
enough ta have access to’

children when they are
‘marrisd, they're good

eruugh o have access 10
ehair children wben they
are separated.”” he
claims.

The Sydney dwaitce
sees the decisioms of
timiled  access as
doeriencnial 1o the wellbe- -

ing of children's develon- |
ment and gruwth and sa; x.
it ig genemlly ‘the olde
men” who make up G
judiciary of the Famh',l
Court, wha have no un-
derstandmg of the desi
of taday s wan to panic-.
ipave in al) facets of &~
children’s upbringing, .
“In past times it hec .
been readily Vlblbl’
through the bombing o
Judge Watson's hous
the shooting of Judgell]
Opas and the very recent |
tragedy in Sydney whe .
& man shot his theee chil-
dren and himself.

*“Littie action has been
tzken to address th
matter. "’

Ian supports a ““hap-
pening in ihe near & l
tere,”” a national confer-
ence of all peaple seekin
reform of the Family Law ]
Court, organised by the
president of the Lom g

- Fathers Associaton, Bar-

rv Williams, who may b~
contacted  on (062, .
3842316, .

The conference is sect
Febrary npext _v::ar in |
Canberra.

fan imtends oo keep i, B
his campuaigning, thmuﬂh
newspapers,  televisial
peaceful protests cutsiﬂc.
Eamily Law Courts and

the dissermination of i .

formaiion on what he
1EFINS **2 Yary Seriois s
ciai problem widch his
baen wep: urdcr e
rug.’ . :
He may b: mw:icd &
s Si.;i‘i!e}r Foad, Eppmg
Eavis
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By MEGAMN DIXCN
SYDMEY divorces, lan
Monk Wil take his one-
eI5Y CAMPAIEN BERnst
the Family Law Court to
sl NEW in the next
monih when e visits
Bathurst, Dubbe,
Gunnedah, Armnidale
and Albury.

Mr Monlt {pictured at
night) started campaigm-
ing for a Senate ndguiry
into the Family Lavw Aot
i August folowing an
unsuccessful application
for increased asftess o
his sons,

He sid the applice-
tipn, the second sinca his
divaree
wits dismissed w:thc-ut
hearing, lsaving acooss
to his two younRg sons
restricted to eight howrs
& fortnight.

My Monk gave up his
iob as a pharmaceutical
traveller to start his one.
man crasade, and s
hacked up by a 390 strong
yroup in Sydney cajled
the Family Law Reform
Groty, |

The group was psiah.
lished folewing his i
tal protest outside Par-
ramatta  Family Law
Court in May.

Since its formation
Huroan Rights Cosrinis-
sivner, Brian Burdekin
hias agreed (o reviey the
Family Law Act with
repard to guasdizbship
rgors.

Mr Monk belicves the
no-fault concept of di-
vorce should be ex-
tended to Cover aormss,

He said the Family
Law Court abused basic
human mphis by stop-
ping parents of Lheir
joint  custodizl rights
and drew an anabogy to
the 1030s poliey of

childran finm their par-

ents.

" gay thiz s ithuman,
¢ruel and unusuat treat-
menl,"” b suid.

“Access should oniy
he restricted in very ax-
Teme cases of assanit.”

Alr Ivioni claims there
iz a srong biag in the
Famjly Court opgaipst
men and the fwh-cos-
Lpdia! paremt aned EUE-
gests feminists have a
stemp say Bt it prac-
Lices,

But he subd this biag
was more the funk of
the alder men who run
1he coErt.

“Genaraly it i3 the
oider men whc make up
the judiciery ol the
Famdiv Court, wing don't
unlorstand whal being a
aew man is all sbauf™
i1 gaidd.

“They dom't  under

L i,ner eh? CEW LA

Four weeke age “The Land" Magazine
pulished & saries of ariloies on divarge,
Ipciuding 2 caze hlskory concerning a Ceairal
Wesi farmer, battling for the cusiody of blo four
schogi-aged childran and his fight for the famliy

fiha mined garm.

This weel we publish some ol your reactions,
atong with a comment frem Sydney divercee,
Rbchard Monk, who 16 aeeklng a Senate inguiry
into W= Family Lawr B,

angd particinate in alt the
brasic washing, clothing
ane faeding of the chil-
dren.”

He szid children need
the love and affection of
oth parents and neither
parent shoukd be shut
gut of & child’s life fol-
loawing divoree

“T think there are £ Lok
of e whe wish o
barticipate more i {he

ing up of their chil-
dren hut can't de so
within the imised popess
they hawe” Mr Honk
said.

He said 2 national
cosderence to be held n
Canberra next  year
would bongp  peapie
segking reform of the
Family Law Comrt Act
together,

The conference is
beinp  organised by
Barry Williesus o the
Lone Fathers Assasia-
tion whis may be com-
tacted on {062} Dad2iR

Meanwhile, he intends
10 ragimam his  cam-
paign through oewspa.

pers, televison, peaceful
pratests eutside Family

Thank God for
the Act

S1R: How anlightened the “Cen-
trul Wesiern Property Owner”
whia kg going through a diverce
19

Come on Sir, we are almnst in
the last decade of the ZIth cen-
rury, not in the Dark Ages. Most
of us have gromn up without
gomplex woviely, and realise
that thers is more to lifc and
relationships than the “male of
the species” and the “little
woman",

When the “Property Ouner’
condescendingly  says: 1 was
content 1o alfow my wife Lo par-
take in ontside interest” it be-
came very evident thaf this gen-
fleman s still iving BC.

What dpes he mesn when he
gays he “sllowead” hiz wifa?

I} That she was one of hs
possessione that he very nooa-
sipnally let off the leush for ex-
ercike? OF course, oniy after she
had done the warhing, itoning
snel conking,

snme othar interest then him-
self, he was semebow proving
how genarous ke was?

The wile {n guestion had abvi-
cusly had zapugh of his so-
cilled poneresity, and, chos=e ta
make hst own decisions. This
form his tone & mistake, in fact,
how daw sho!

When “The Property Owner™
rightly says that "It is difficlt
for pnie persan Eoogpend 24 hours
with the childron” ! am com-
petied to ask:

How rany hours a day, wepis

or &0, Sir, di¢ yvou spend pliying,
touchlng, snd talking to your
children?®

How many achond sporling
and family funcrions did vou at-
tend?
How wois st all
i3, and then

abren  disd
& zinh o

Law Coarts,

aoiive vourg childran

many  dirty pappies did you
change?

Come an Sir, be honest — did
you perfgm as & fali- or part-
rime parent, homemaker “and
hushai:E? (I did you thank that
your respoensibilities began and
ended witk the provision of
moaney?

Tour wife, “Cesniral Westorn
Property Ownat”, is obviousty
frying to provide & secuts future
for her chiideen, without de.
pendence on the government or
an ex-husband, who may re-
maTy or leave the State, lesv-
ing hor children' in poverty wr
iimbo as so often happens.

Thank God for the Family
Law Act, which recopnises the
value of a woman's contrdbution
to the home, business or fanily
farm, ag eqgual tp that of the
meale of the species,
MARGARET WO0D,

Bathurst.

Shambies of
system

: SIR read, with great interest,
. yonT articie in The Land Maga-
2) Tiat by “allowing™ her i

zine on divorce, Family Coust-

| styla,

T was mosi interssted n the
officigl line espoused by Robyn
Gurr on how the Family Law
Ot worles,

There worid appesr 1o be

same slight differences from hoer |

sammary of what kappens and
what actuvaliv huppens “on the
stegel”,

AR stmleche Wwho has spent
gloge to three yescs tied uvp in
this shambles of a systent, 1 focd

Cwvall qualified to comment on

this subjacl.
Tha Famiiv Cuurt has beer
seen JOr years zs nizsed i ibe
pxtremes spainst mwen, and this
shows up in custodisl cases for
children of a broken marrage.
The ufficial line is that both
pa"tles heve snoegusl chanse of
g custedy of .n(:ir chil-
et ibe reality 8 u,hr

per cent of men who do contest
custody, Bpe gain the custody
of their chitdran,

Thay then gn on in say they
have statislicsl evidence to bach
this up.

MNeo pne has ever beleved
these fipures or far that matter,

“sighted them.

The reality is that the only
capes whare men gain custody
of their children is where they
are abandonad by the mather.

This situation is brouoght
about by a system: which makes
it patantly ahvious at te mlare
that they do not believe men
make as good parents as
WAHITIEEL.

Add to that every radical
feminist in the guise of counsel-
lorg apd coort afficials and yon
start to get the troe picture.

Sadiy this “court” has degen-
crated into a sysfem where men
start behind the "gight ball” and
are never allowed to catch up.

1 am & member of an prgani-
sation working lowards starting
an inguley into the operations of
the Family Court. This organi-
satinn hos begun collecting in-
formation and lobbying mem-
bers of partliament to instigate
a sepate engquiry (sce article}
intp  every aspect of conrt
aparations and dacisions.

We arve shocled at the type of
imformetion wa are starting to
uncover a8 wo delve infn somo
cases that have been brought to
ohtr attention.

These detgils are, of course.
suppressed by the secrecy provi-
sions of the Act

I would urge every person
whe feels thesy have & legitimeate
complaint apgainst the Family
Lauw Court to iobhy their local
politicianz to support this en-
Uiy,

Alsp of imterest iz the canfer-
ence {o be held in Canberra in
the nesw year of 1950 to discuss

[ this pubjecd.

THARLES TEMEEMN,
‘Fanbainy,
RO,
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Law Act

A SYDNEY mar so angered by his
e¥perience in the Family Law Court
has taken t6 the strests to campaign
against parts of the Family Law Act,

Mr lan Monk, 3 divorces, wants the
praciice of stripping parents of their

guardiznship rights to their chﬁdren .
- protests outside the Parramatta i

abelished.
He also wants 3 pareni’s sccess to

their childten to become 2 bagic hurnan -

right.

Mr Monk was in Coffs Harbour this
week after a-fuil schedaie of campaign-
ing for the changes in western New
Houth Wajes,

Guandlansmp iz a legal right of-
parents,” Mr Monk said,

“The stripping of it is an obscene
violation of human rights and (similar
to} the practice in the 1930z and 19405

when authorities foreibly removed

Aboriginal childcen from - their
parents.’

He said he f2lt men were strongly

discriminated againgi in the Family
Law Court, both in_the ing of
aecess and i1 preperty setilement.

- ‘Fatkers® access ta their childresn is
being stonped for the most trivial of
reasons,” Mr Monk sajd.

‘ﬁny Fap or w_aman_who is going to

ivorcee wants Family

" Mr Monk has asked that ail people &

" at 467 Pee] Street, Tamworth.

stop & mother or Jather from sSeeing
theit child on their birthday or at
Christrnas is {practising) medieval
criglty — it has no piace in the "80s,
‘Often T get phone calls ig gay it is
about tirme someone did something,”
Mr Monk, who has held many |j

Family. Law Court, has found political {§
support m National Pariy Senator jJ
David Brownhill. :

Senator Brownhill has offered his 3
suppert in initiating a Senate inqury
itle the alleged discrepancles in the |
Family Law Act.

Human Rights commissioner, Mr f=';
Brian Burdekin, a2lso bas agreed to Mr
Monk’s request for 2 review of e B
guardianship.erders in the Family Law §
Act tg d&tﬂmme whether.it breaehes :

vho have complaints about the Eamily |
Law Court write to Senatar Brownhzﬁ :

As a vesult of Mr Monk's pr:}tests, z B
rally group, the Famify Law Relorm [f
Group, has been formed and now has |}
about 80 members throughout ihe
State.

Mr Monk can he cuntac!:ed on (02) i
25 2019,
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Crusading
divonrcee

4 MAN whe wonis a
Sencte smaguiry into the
Fomily bow Court was-in
Casnpbellown last waek to
guther soppori.

haa Monk, 40, of Epping,
is erusading against wheat

he sees o5 judges’ cruelty.

towards non-cusiedial
pirenks.

“Whot | wont is for
pecple in the Macarthur
arec who hove suffered the
some sort of probloms as
yself 1o coniick me and
foin our group fo reverse o

iaw which is fofolly bar-

boric,” Mr Monk scid.
Whar he divorced it was
agread by the Family Coort
theart she was to get oustody
end hs wes 1o be given
reascncble access to his
two sons: | was sitipped of
my legal rights as o
parent,” he soid. .
Enquiries: (D2} 86 201F.
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KoL v ifead

£ Bydney man, disilusionad by

& Famiiy tew Court decision, Iz sisg-
ing & ona-med. Australls-wids cam-
galgn o initiate & Sanats inquiry inte
the Family Law &ci

lan *onk, recendly di-
voroed father of Bwa, fias
piver up his jot s a
phifrhaceuliziel re-
preeenlative s dravel
rouglhost ME %, Yie-
ioria ane Snoth Ausi-
fabiz, dImEAing wp suo-
porL Lwr ks cauce.

1za clnims cha sieipp.
img «of hiz parental geecd-
fmship by the Famiiy

Lgw okl base The
cember, 9 an obwzac
wviolaticn ol his hwear

rigghes.

Enoche peling, 1he cours
lintiled his access io his
L4l BLERE LU 4 mere sicht
karirg u farcnipkl with mn
direclion miven g5 10 ac-
cesk on rthdavi oF
SpeCil UCELSiGns.

1hig oweensa cfdade
fegan bt Augusl g has
taxen him rom his home
in Fydney to Cubbo, G-
wandry, Counabara-
beivs, CGinnsiedeh, Jam-
worlh end Armidaie, on
this veg of "he @mpaioT.

memberstang ghoup in
Syuney villed 1he Family
Low Refner: Ciraun,

Wlembars af the group
[1awe nu pported §an wn Bis
camgaign outside Family
Law Comrdr and cndersc
nis will for the “ne Feli™
vuncepl ol divorce e be
axiemdnd 10 erees

lan claims ecoess
should be resiricted vnly
in Girges of Qasple,

T foub iy ex-wife pere
suaded the coeet 18 limit
EY MUCESE (D MY SO08
freEause at the time T sas
sesing g peychintrist who
{oumd 1hat § had an im-
i lome nersonadity

Mow, whether my
wife f2d1 dhat such a per-
sonelity wurlf cuuss me
Wobe a dams L
ses, of what, [ odon't
krow — Fenow pieniy of
peopls with immature
persanalites dnd Tdon'l
ihink they azre apy di-
lercni from mas! peaple.

“I rcereinly doc't

“An obscene
violation”

ibe backs bas slery of
mgstice Fac fruciraing
wilh a iafpe sign whiza
huddly pwczla-as 1 am
e vietim of abselney
vLET2penas S ftemikn
‘Third Woid' ivpr
[ the ParTh-
iz Famiiy Law

o
Eon siow stenre in Fran
of [amaly eniHs, kaading
sl malbde and leters,
Svltanr panmle with cam-
|rEits mgamnst the cougl,
o wCiEE to Seowiv:
Arownhili m Tumwosth
Humign ¥ighis Cme

mingionaen,  Ooian  Hue-
o ne even apgecd
with laa's rogoest

AROBEESE 2 FEFR
Family Law Al iz on for
as b relales 10 imakd.
fanehip poders, wab &
vigw to dcigreining

whetfets the A<t breecies
rnp Baman tigho
MR

ETu-
scnedeled W rhe

FA T TA SR IC-FE R

e FUngris

Inicliwwy 11 sloonebd e s
a2 aponnds fnr iEmiting
HLE N

"I poroents ure cooc
eoouER 1o klwe alcdss Ic
chitdien when Hetx e
merried, Lhey're gond
sRaugh bo buws recess o
their children wiss shey
urs sopuruied,” o pndded.

intt's nonhiom i mag-
nificd as his Foimer wife
and sheic sens live o)
Sprinzwseod, in the Slee
Sipuntaims ead fan fves
tn the Sydwey silurd: of
Eptimiz.

“T ol ways prepmess:
tn eail dar ke chijorern
zrd woukd B0 0 smytime,
Ll any ooeess % Hmker
vz orly afghi foee g Tua!-

e
Ean sews ihe do.isicns
of Hmirgl socesn ag de
Irzagntal to Ehe weli-
liging o childran's dewe-
lwament shd prowlh sod
clpvma 1t is menzenidy
i wilo maks Ep
sudipeamey of the M
iv Low Tawer ane wha
hare oo endeeriandigs of
vhe Jeabe o ledRy e e

iaw Soug.

like Russia,

on §§ 2048

l am the victim of absolubsly o
“Thirtl Word® sype injuslive &t the Paramatta Famiy

A5 fathes, | have no guaranteed accass to my Bone for
Chrisimas, Thair birthdays, my birthday, Father'e Cay,
schaol holigays, waeksnds or auernighl,

Addilenally, my gtatus has been =iripped o hat of
"non Father™ by ihe removal of my foint guardiznsb.
Fwrze brought upin this lown to believe thel these soris
ol numan rights violations ohly hapoened in couniries :

Sc, i you are Inferested In running my case
on 8 NO WIN/NO FEE basis, pleese phona me

LA .

Hondinlan

Ly prrc bt im ekl facets
of nis children™s wp.
bringing.

“Famity iaw Caurl de-
cisions  oheiaely  can't
plezac abl parsee 1060 per
cenk, SveryEiswe el 3 s
alsy obvieus chat ihe: T,
a3 || now siands, is aniy
wuking wuny siloations

wWurse, a0ilging wnme-
coagEry  bemsion,  frus-
tration and goger,'' wail
{un

“This car be higa-
lighted 2y e bombieg
ul Judee Wulsun's home
ane e shogiing of
badge Opae aad lhe
ceaent wragedy when one
fethet cotldn't cope wilth
e depieivz amd cheo
imzelf afrar thooiing his
hzee childeee "

Mes1 Fehenory, ®
nutionai coabepsnce of ali
Deople seaking seloam of
ine Fumily Law {nan
#H 4 huid in Casberse,

Tle nascipsl or-
peniser i @arry  WE-
wana. Vrosident of jie
Lone Tatheie® Arsa
clatbar.

1zr, meanwhijie, -
iends o
CHITIDEAEN

ERTHL P T

@ Mionk and the ofacaid he samies vutsids Family Law Coee bobdngs

r
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Tir Monk with his placurd.

4 Svdmey man who is
lighttag for roforms to the
Fapiify Law Coert brooght
his campaign io Lismors on
Moaday,

Mr lan Monk was i the
distecl drummng up local
support for his campaign (o
have & Senste Imaguiry mto
the Family Law Court.

A TFather of two, Mr
Monk is angry abou! an or-
der of the court which has
effectively siripped him of
his righis as z parent’,

He said he was eoually
and unjustifiahly hemiliat-
ed by the ¥Family Law
Cuurf

“i huve been stripped of
legal guardiznship of my
hovs, Andrew fning). und
Jamee {seven),” he said.

"My aceass rights 1o my

sons 3 cight hours 3 fort-
rignt which is considered e
be ‘reasonable access’.”

Mr Mook deseribes the B

:l:i!L_iati(m a3 an extrenie vig-
iation of his human rtights

ard these of his children.

He says he is a victim of
absclutely outrageous inhi-
man Third Waorld-type in-
Justice being dished oulb by
the Family Lzw Court in
Australia.

*i beteved thet these
sorts of bumas rights viola-
ticas anly hanpened in
COMNTYIES Jaxe Russia,” he
said.

“a kot of pecple do not
realise just what the court
can de to ordinary pareats.
i'm not tatking about crimi-
nals here.

“In my case there was ng
violence towards my wife or
childran just & pety
criticism by the court that
had been assessed as having
an tmmature altitude.

“t do 2ot condone vio-
fence, but | can understand
why the homes of Family
Court judges have becn
ombed.”

o Mr Monk sald hts appli-
caiion for a review of zccess

reforms

orders was described by the
judge as frivaloas and vexa-
tious,

e said ke could not just
let the matter rest, particu-
larly as he was not zlone in
his experiences,

He said the Family Law
Act shovld have a basic set
of principles, to which ex-
tepiions could be made.

So Mr Monk made up 2
placard and waged »
<ne-man war for 4 Sepaie
inquiry inta the Family
Law Acr.

The Human Rights
[Australia} Commissioner,
Mt Brian Burdekin, has
agreed to review the Family
Law Act as it relates to
guardianship orders.

Mr Monk wanis others
with complaints  about
Family Law Court deci-
sions to write to him (3
Stamiey Road, Epping,
2121%, or to Sen Brownhil
{467 Peel Street, Tam-
worth, 243037,

21
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Man's lonely campaign

Page 2 - The Gladetane Observer, Thursday, Oztober 26, 1988

for family Taw reform

A Sydrey man who
cizims he has heen
sinpped of his rights by
the Family Law Coor
vigited Oladsione re-
cently during his onemzn

campaign toor for fam-
ily kyw reform.

Tan Menk has bean cam-
paigring Beavily for family
Iaw reform since lusing his
legal baul= in the femily
cowrt 1ast December,

He elaims the removal of
his oo soms from his
guardianshipand resiricton
of acsess o them o eight

hiowrs & fc_mmght WaS An S il pau aee IM2re2t5a in rmning iy case
obscene dregard for Js 2 YW N0 FER hiesis, leuse phong o

and his sons' human rights, [onss e

FAMILY COURT
LAWYERS

M Monk is campaigring
for 2 Senate Inqury 1o be
held inro the Family Law
At

He hss received support

i his quest from Senator
David BErownhiil whe is

Federdl Farliamentary sec-  Lome Bamily Law campaigier Lan Monkdisphys

retary to the leader of the  the placard thatchallengesFamily Conrt lawyers £0
Wabkional Parry, fight ux a *no win, no fee’ basis.

Semator Brownhilt has writtento Mr Monk
indicating be has received many répresen-
tions from those believing there were
areas of coneern in the Act and offering
suppart for the sefting up of az inguicy.

Mr Mook said be had approached the
Fuman Rights Commission abouttes clam.
Besaid Commissioner Brisn Burdekir had
egreed o his request that the comsnission
underiake a review of the Family Law Art
where it relates vo the guardianship arders,
with & view todetermining whether the Act
bteaches the human rights instroments
schedided ro e Commission's legislation.

Mr Mok is seeking support for the first
ste it Mis campaign for reform — & netionzl
conference to be keld in Canberrain Febru-
ATV TIEXT yeat.

Mr Monk said the conference had ate
macted speakers of the calibre of Macs
quarie University's Profiaserof Psychiztry
Graham Fussel Swdney University Law
School Associate Professorand memberof
the Famidy Law Council, Richard Chosh-
olm and Prirector of the Sowth Australian
Family Fopndation and prolific writer on
the Family Law Act Dr Daniel Overduin.

Mr Monk's cempaign trail has teken hime
1% the strests carrying 2 placard proclzim-
ing him to be 3 victim of zn absoloely
outrageois intuman 'Third World' type
justice,

He also extends e challenge 1o the legal
froternity esking them ic telde famdly Fow
fases on 2 10 win, nc fee” hasis,

"L find  disturbing 5 be forced o pay
thausands of dallars in legat fees 10 have

my rights, my sons’ rights and my acoess 1o
them removed,” Te said.

"The way I see it, members of rhe legal
fraternily are making 2 lot of money from

Mr Mook afso attacked the system of
Jjudge selection for the family court

"We bave a scenerip in which i men
who've lost touch wiik the real world pre-
skiing on maiters in which, i 3ome cases,
ihey're not qualified.”

"We have documented cases of Equity
Coart judges taking positions on the family
court gnd Banding down fudgements in
matters where thesy are poorly expenienced

Mr Monk pomuts to the violeses sur-
munding Family court judgements azdthe
growing numbers of dissatsficd viciims
the court bas produced as an indicarian foy
the need of reform and sees the national
conference m February a5 the first step 5o
tieel direction. :

Mr Maonk is Ro stranger 10 the lonelinees
of oee man campaign.,

He eand in bis omdversity days Ris voics
was one of the very fow advocatng the
complsery use of seat beln in mogor
vehicles.

In this campaipn he hesthe backing of the
0 sromg Sydney based Family Law Re-

Those mterest= i attending e national
conference or seeking assistance or advice
zr= advised to telephiene Syvivie Smith m
Gladstone on 723899 or Rany Weadon
(07) 379 2871,
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Family
Law
Court
‘cruel,
vicious’

By TONY RAGGATT

AUSTRALIA'S Family Law
Courl was a cruel and vicious
sysiem that denied pacents the
right to see their children, &
father lcading 2 CRIDPAIGE (o
referm the organisation said in
Townsville yesterday.

The father of twe sons, Mr lan
Monk of Sydeey, said he begen
hls eampaign afier acoess to his
chilérer was lmiied by (he
court to four hours 4 week.

He was teld grownds for che
decizion were that be had sn
: Immatare persoality.

“I have been stripped of my
guardianship and my sons have
i been stripped of a legal father,”
: fie said. "It is enalogous to the

i practice during the 19305 and
i 19405 when White authorities

foreibly. removed Aborigins]
chiidren {rom their parents.

“] am not just odiraged 83 B
fother, Fm appalled this prae-
tice goes on in my country.

“I hope to change things 50 MY
gons’ Buman rights sre pot
viglated. in a similar manner in
the Fatere”

Mr Mouk led 8 deonstration
ie Sydney last year and with
people whe have simllar griev-
ances fortned the Family Law
Reform Graup.

The group lobbied the Heman
Rights Commiselon which bas
now agreed ta review the Fam-
Ny Law Aci for pogsibie
breaches of kurman rights.

Mr Monk: spid ke had met
many men caffering similur
court pepalitex to his sw.

“There are meny fathers wha
have received the same ovoel
punishmzat snif Yt nnee wers
guilty of any offence or crime.”

Mr Monk believesd many
peanke lmvplved im the coort
were binsed pgRingt men.

“Many men kave veceived
argst pefair property  sefbie-
: merts, a3 Hetie as 36 per cent of
aegeis, and arve thes ferced fo
pay mamiengnce for children
while iheir working ex-wives
puei ngthing tewards a financial
contribution ta dhslr chikdrea.”

-HBe said i was telilag thet, io
pls knawledge, nc womman had
besn fpiled ior contempt of bt
Federat Qonrs where ahost 20 o
36 meem were jeited for suck &
breach cach yese.

My Memk sAi6 the majny
“poforme Bo saught wag the indro-
Pdneseen of the coRgppt et
|eroess o your cHild was 3
i I ripkl,
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Divorcee

A FAMILY law reformist,
Mr Ian Monk, was in Cairns
at the weekend pursuirg a
personal ervsade a2gzinst
-something he said has caused
suffering te himsell and others
and breached basic homan
rights. :

According t0 his psychole-
pist, Mr M%nk has zn imma-
ture persenality.

The family law court decid-
ed last December he should
tose legal guardianship over
his two song, aged seven and
nine, and hsve ozly four
hours' wisiting time sach week
as z result of his condition.

Mi hoak, & divorcee, said
hiz Former wife knew ' aboat
his psychelogical background
when she married him B the
court sill mads 2 decision

based on those gronnds.
“Parents bave joimt rights

and responsibilities. Legally

lhey are not my children any

more, yet I am still paymng
saie

maintenance for them,”
Mr Monk.

“My ultimate goal is to
§_3mla senaie inguiry into the
amily Law Act. There have
been obscene zbuses of the
law act with ascess orders znd
Foo‘pla’s right ta have 2 fami-

.

¥, he said,

“ft is 4 basic human right
thal we shoulid be z2ble to soci-
alise with wha we want, and 1
am being depied that right. I
hzve been stripped of my two

-soms,”

Mr Meonk is presidect of the
Family Law Reform Group of
New Sputh Wales and hag

ks reform

s S

campaipned at towns in Sauth

Awstralia., Victoria, New |

Soutk Wales, and . now

Queenstard during bis four- -

state battle for reform.

Hs seid the Human Rights
ommissioner, Mr Brian
Burdekin, had promised to re-
view pusardiznsfip orders
within the Family Law Act

and whether they breached

human rights lepislation.

“I want te make the public
awarg of the cruel rhings the
Fermdty court can do lo you"

Mr Monk said the Famiiy
coury was applying a “guilty
untii proven™ attitude by say-
ing the decision was in the
best interest of the children,
instead of deciding whether
any harm would be done.

T

Thé Cairng Post, Monday, Qotober 23, 1988
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acioel Bofleays, weekantds a0 avorigil.

Acitionally my zlates hos
minn Fatasr™ by tha rernes!

like Fussi

BT it

arcn shipped 1o that of
1Y IRINE GURAMGE NS,
fwals Drelgis up i his tawn o bellave 1nat Lhesa sans
of flaman rights violaticns only happened in countries

Sao, if you are interesied In running my case
an a NOWIN/NQ FEE basis, please phong me

on 8§ 2019 .

A SYDRNEY mun cempaigning for a Sensi

inguiry into ihe Farmily Law Act and s imple-
mentstion by the Family Law Court visited
Stanthorpe, last week 'nop bid to find locl
support.
. Mr. [an honk began his one-masn csip-
paign’in December 1984, efier a Family Law
Court decision removed his joint guatdianship
af his two sons and limited hig aecess fo them Lo
cignt hours a fortmight.

He is now calling for the introduetion inie
the Family Law Act af the cancept that parenis’
secass to their childeen is a human right and
scoking the abalition of the practive of “sirip-
ping® parents of their gnardiansbip and their
legal righls as parewis.

Equipped with a sign reading: [ am the
victim of abselutsly outrapcous inbuman “Third
Warld® type injustice st the Parramatta Family
Law Courl,” Mr. Monk has campaigned
thraugh New South Waies, Victoria, South Aus-
tralia and Queenslend.

Mir. Monk said that ke campaign has met
with a sirpng response in all Stafes he has
vigited,

I find thae thore are very many fnthers whio
have little or no access to theirehildren, " he said.

[ beliewve that there i a penzral mood inthe
country which recogaises that the existing
approack of the Family Low Cotrt has failed.

"It 1 cleer that the Family Law Court is
failing when you logk at the violoenoe znd bomb-
ing ihat surround it and the grotps that have
Epmﬂg gp iz cppesition to the Family Law

L H{x ;

“Fhere is mach that nesds reciilication - nol
just the Family Law Act, but e counselling
seoiian of the Family Lew Court, many of whom
hald tite view that chitdren do not aeed Lathers,

_and the selection of Family Law Jourt juidges.™

Mr. Mook said that many of ihe Famly
Law Cuurt fudges have cutdated views of the
roles of mothers ad fathers which are reflectad
in thelr decision-making.

“ad judges perecive child rearing io b
sokely the role of the molher, but conteniporary
men dg perlicipete much mare inchild reasing st
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uﬁé‘;aﬁawwide Capign
for Family Law Actinguiry

‘Child deveiopraent experts say that child-
ren requine the love and affection of both parents
and this is only common scnse,

“Every point of view - human rights, child
deyeiopment - leads te {he eonclusion thal joint
custody of chitdren is the way to go™

Human Rights Commissioner Brian Bur-
dekin hos apreed to a request from My, Monk
tha! the Commission review Lhe guardianship
provisions of the Family lew Act o determing
whether the Act hreaches Human Rights Com-
missiog legislation.

“1n the past, the wiole thrust of the Family
Law Coult hies been to give the child 1o one
parent,” Mr. Monk sald.

“1f the Human Rights Comrussion review
upholls riy objections, it will poss & direct chal-
lenge to the existing practices of the Family
Courl”,

“This could heve i very substantiaf impact
on changing tite direction of the Cours's decision
making. [t would no longer be able 10 cut one
parent out af the fives of their childeen™

Mr. Mosik's campaigh fias recerved suppart
from Wational Party Senitor David Grownhill,
of Tamworth, who has offered hig suppori in
instigating the proposed Senate (nuuiry.

Mr. Monk asked thet people with com-
piaints about (he Femily Law Court write to
Senptor Browskill at 487 Peel Stresi, Tam-
warlh, 2430, o aswst him in indiiating the
mOuiry.

A nationa! centerence {oeell people seeking
reform of the Famialy Liuw Act, nrganiscd by the
Lone Fathers' Assoctation, will be held in Can-
berre in Febroary, 1950, For more infermatien
on this conferencs, contac: Barry Weedoen on
{07 37 2571,

Mr. Monk wiit next take his eampaign (o
Ballatat, where he will anend the Third Annal
Family Ressarch conforence as the “rosidemt
demonsiraror™ Mo Mouks has alegady led 2
arotest march outsice the Parramata Family
Law Courl o Mavw.

Phoie: Mr Monk with the sign cigiming
ird world' injustice by gie Fomily law Towrt.
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A, fivorced father has been cam-
paigning across four Staee for a
Surnate izquiry into the Family Law
Act.

Hdr Tan ddonk Foet guardianchip of
his two sons, aged seven and mine,
iz December, and has had his ecosse
cut back 15 eight hours a fortnight,

He calls this “a crued pun-
ishawenl*.

"Iitg terrible orime } oheve com-
mitred = 8 psychistrist's report that T
have ah immature personality,” M
Ionk said.

About 40 men turied vp gt @ den-

opstration he orgaaised outside Par-
ramatia Family Court iz BMay, "“and
I found oul thit ropt of semfomve 1s
cantmon"" .
- Afler the prolest, he eet up the
Family Law Refurm Group, whick
has mbowt 100 members, mostly
men.

Ancess and propemy wers two
ingjor areas of conlention.

Mr Monk said e had diffculty
Lelling mccess to their childrea or
had it cut back, or found their for-
me;r wives goi abowe 70% of heir
propetiy.

He had tates of fothers driven o
cunlemplating violeace because of
their treatment by (he cour.

He said some people felt ihere
was pothing wrong with the Family
Law Act, oaly the wey it wes exe-

cuted by the Family Cocrt, but he
said ah wrgent inquiry was meeded

ifita bath

Mt kicnk wented 1o sec 2 besic
principle tiat btk parents have joict
tights &nd respoasibifities for thelr
children.

tle sise wanted joint eustody of-
ders wherever possible.

Whan he and his wilc diverced
2% yearg 2po, he had his bovs on
shizmate  weekends, gunt of ibe

- scheal holideys, and zome speclsd

vecasions like birthdays and Father's
Chay,
""If thete's disagresiment betwesn
paxedts, secess is cut, and they pet
punished, ™ Air iMoak said.

"My sans have lost the coneepr
thet i @5 possibie o siey wit dad
ovarnipht or for the weekend, ™

Mr Moak asked peapld with com-
pleints to write o Senar Bavic
Brownohil!, who had supported the
instipetivn ol an ingeiry. His addioss
ts 467 Peei Sueet, Tamworh, 2340,

People can rlso phome Mr kank
in Sydncy an (02) 86 2019,

oational  confuremre  seekin
chanpes (o the Family Lew Act wi
be neld in Canberra 1 February. In-
ouniries cam be direcled to e presl-
dent of the Family Law Reform 45
soctation of Quoeensland, Mr B
Weedan, on (073 370¢ 2871,

% " As Pither  haed
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Divorced Sydney father

lan Monk Ras welcomed
a call by Senater David
Brownhill for a full par-
liamentary inguity inic
the administration of
family law in Austrelia.
Mr Mogk was i Wagea
i Sepiember as part of his

for a review of -

iaws that sllowed the Fam-

iy Court o resirict actess to -

his two soos o eight hours 2
fortnight — an order he de-
scribed as an “obscene vio-
lation of hauman rights™.
Mr Monk cenpaigned
owsigs the Family Court
when it was sitting and
mads ropresentations o a
mnumber of politicians, in-

chsding Scaator Brownhill.

Sepator Browmdnlt Fucs
czlled for the Parlinmentary
inquity immediatcly fol-
lowing the dext clection-

Be said the Federal
Labor Covernment hed
been negligent to atlow so
mueh sommukity disgoist
te arisc -out of the Family
Faw Act.

=Such an inquiry is essen-
tial. There is enonmous dis-
satisfaction in the come
munily about how the
Family Taw At is adminis-
tered.

“In the past few months
my office has been owver-
whelmed by the ramge of
complaints.

“The biggest areas of dis-
pute appesr o be custody,
access, maalemanee and to
Y Iemr eaxr.ent, property,”
he said

Senator Bmwnhii[ said it
would be peintless (0 start
an inguiry now when a Fed-
eral electon was due within
the next sxx months,

“Any inqairy woald take
at Teast that long to collsct
cvidence and make recotn-

‘mendations,™ e said,

“The msue it far too im-
poriant (o have an inquity
Tushed through.™

Mr Monk said he was
“dclighted™ wih the semna-
tar's Ennauneement.

=1 {hink it will prove the

to drematic reform to
bath the =dl itself and the
Family Court.
“Previonsly people with
complaines about the Fam-
ily Court have had nowhers

“to go ... if people wrote to

ike Pami!y Court it was 2
joke, it fell on deaf cags.™

Mr Monk believes the
Family Court shiould be re-
placed with a “Divorce
Court” apd that among
other chapnges parents
should have the right to ac-
cess, custody orders showid
be joint cusiody orders,
parents shopid contribute
equally to ¢hild -mainte-
TAncE.
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A Sydnsy man whose gooess to
his two sons wes resitieted by &
MEW Family Couwit decision last
Decamber. has bepun 3 one-
man crusade for & Senets in-
quiry inio the Femify Taw Act.

Ky lapm Mook broughi his
camnpaign 0 Rallaret yvesterday
and will be Sack here next waslk

fzn Monk dispiaye the poster being used ip his Ausiralis-wide campaign for reform of the FPamily Law A

to demonstrate gi the Baiiarat
CAR during the family ressarch
eonierence of the Australisn In-
situte of Family Studics.

He contends thet Bmiting s
eess of parents 0 thelr chdhlien
is ecnirary to human righis aad
has als0 raised ihe matter with
tha Humen Rights Commission

He sald the comumission had
agreed o review the Act snd
gusrdianship orders o deter-
mine whether they hiesched
huragn rights provisions,

“The courts should recognise
thet perenting 1= & joing we-
sponsibility and order jloind
parenting.” be said
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Wr lan Monk hegan
his one.ran campabmi
i December 1068, attor
‘a Family Law Court

-~ daelalon  remnyed his
i jalnl guerdlenship of his
- twi sons and imied his
" meEess to Lhem to cight
‘hours & fortnight,
© He bg now callng for
- ihe intreduriion inko the
U Pamily Law Act of the
egpeept  that parents”
access to thelr children
I8 B wuman Hpid oang
-eepklRp the aholilion of
" the practice of stripp-
Cing" porents ©f thedr
puerdtanship and thelr
. Jegel righis s parents.
- Eguipped wlth a aign
reading: ¥ am tha vie-
Um of nFapinkaly autra.
geous inhumesn “Third
World" type injustive al
. 30 Parrematts Frmby
o Bew Congt, SEr. Fank
har campaignoed .
‘through New Seuth
. Yelw, Viclarkn, Scuth
. Ausleslis sl Queens-
*. Jund.
. BEr Muric sakd Ehat his
- epmpuign bac mel with
" @ slrong response in all
. Btales he had vieltedb i
0T beljeve that thers
& & generai mood In the
cepunltry wiileh
: peoengiizes that ibe ox-
Vlaling apnroack af Lhe
. Family Law Court has
¥ talled.
. ™It is clear Lhal the
! Family Low Court iz
- Batlng when yow 100k at
- ihe viclenwe alg boenb-
. ing thal surround iL and
“thp zroups thnt have
. Aprung up In oppesiilon
cip the Famlly Law-
SCowrd,”
£ Chiid development
~experta say that
- thildren reguire Lhe
v oyewnd  pifocdion of
i bpth parents and this is
;m’]}j cobmsnsoas e, e
i meld
£ CBvery poliit of view
¥ - muman rights, child
" dovelppment — leads k2
Lt chtieiuaten that joint
ewstody of chlideen 1s
ihe way to go Rr
o Wanc e i,
- Humsn Eights o
smisgloner Helah
;‘;'Em'liekiﬂ has apreed o
% PegUest fromd Moo
“Mnak that the Canroedis-
Lplos roview the gusri-
T bl provinios s ol ke
YFemily Law Act Lo
Yeierminn whethar the
:Aﬂt Lroeehies Bl
ABEhis Conunizalon fng.
_Eslakinn, :

&0
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Mittor-Liladulla Express, Wenesday, Novernber 29, 199

Mrian Monk, a. Sydney man, who has actively
extolled the reguirements for reform of the

Family

taw Courts and caifled for a Senate

Inquiry, visited Wliadulla last week in his

requesi

"Wir Monk whase aocess o hls

own children has been restrictad

just 8 hours a

fortnight,

following his divorce, indicated
that in his view the current sourt
raciice of effectively placing
athers on trial is 100% wrong. He
contends and justifiably so that
both parents have basic rights in
regard to their children. .

Mr lan Monk began
his one-man campalgn
in Decembar 1988, after
a Family Law Cowurt
decision  removed  his
joirt guasdianship of his
two sons and fmited his
goness o them to eight
hours a fortnight.

He is now caliing for
the introduction intg ihe
Family Law ael of the
concept that parents’
access o their children
5 & human night and
secking the abolmnn of
the practice of “sirip-
ping” parents of their
guarﬁianshap and their

egal rights as parents.

E u:pped with & sign
reading 'l am the victim
af ass
ragaous in human Third

ord' type injustice at
the Farramatta Famni
Law Court,” Mr Mon
has campaigned
through New South
Wales, Vicioria, South
Australia and Qusens-
land.

Mr Marnic said that his
carnpaign has met with

2 strong response in alf
States he has visited.

“{ find that thera are
wary many fathars who

LA
o

olutely  out-

have littke of nd aceege
“.')a.id their children,” he

i believe that there
is a genieral mood in tha
courtry witch recon-
nises that the axisting
appmach of the Family

Law Court has ialed.

“Ii is clear thet the
Family Law Cowi is
faiiing when vou Jook at
the volence and bomb-
ing that surround it and
the groups that hsve
Spiu p I opposition
to mg%armly Eaw Cour,

There i much that
needs ractificaton —
not just the Family Law
Act, but the counselling
saciion of the Family
Law Courl, many of-
whom hold the view that
children do not need
fahters, anc the seles-
tion of Family Law Court
judges.”

Mr Monk said that
marny of the Family Law
Court judges have out-
dated views of the roles
of mothers and fathers
which are retiecled in
thell decision-making.

“Old judges per-
celve ¢hiid rearitg ic
be sclsty the role of

i

. ihe mother. But Oon-

temporary men do
ri'iJﬂo cipate much mars

':n Chlld rearing 2t

lg Fevet.

‘Child  developmant
expens say that chiidren
require the fowe and
affection of both parents
and this is onfy comman
Sense.

"Every point of view
— human rghts, child
development — leads i
the conciusion that joint
custody of children &
the way to go”.

Human Righis
Commissioner Hrian
Burdekin bas agreed
to a vest from BMr
Mank we oM.
miasion raview the
giuardlansmg ’?mw

amily
Law Act to determine
whether the Aot
breaches Human
Hights Commigsion
Legisiation.

“In the past, ihe
whole fhrust of the
Family Law Court has
teen to give the child o
one parant”™ Mr Monk
said.

i the Human Righis
Commission teview up-
holds my objections, it
will pose a divect chai-
ienge to the existing
prectices of the Family
Coul't_"
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"Tis could have 2
very substantial mpact
on changing the dwec-
fien of the it's deci-
sion making. i would no
longer bs able to cut
crne parent out of Bhe
lives of their chiidren.”

Mr - Monk's cam-
paign has received
support from Nalional
Party Senzior David
Brownhiil, of Tam-
worth, wiks has
oﬂered his support In

@ahng the prop-

Senate ing mrg

Mr Brownhdl . has
wndertaken to seak sup-
port for 2 Senate en-
quiry into such areas of
femily iaw-as acoess,
cugtody, maintennce
and Eﬂr&peﬁyser&ement

r Brownhili has
indicated that he has
bhean overwhelmed oy
the depth and exterdt of
criticism of ihe ofresent

administraticn of farmily
tzw. While be has been
able to gain su for

such an engesry fFom ail

parties, the uncertainty -

gbout the timing of the
Federsl election has
meart defeming the
formation of any such
enguiry untl afier the
next nate election.
The National and Liber-
al Parties have made a
filsn undenaking in their
Law and Justice policy
o indicati that they
will undertake

review and mai it Wlll be
started immediately on
their retum to govern-
maw & the next elec-
[1]1 ¢

wtam e mew e om A W oE R

AIGN

Mr Monk is io
attend a national con-
ference for all people
seeking reform of the

. Family Law Act, orga-

nised by the Lone
Fathers’ Association
which witi be held in
Canberre in February,
1990,

While Mr Monk's
efforts
maetin
cess he

with some sue-
indicated in

conversation with the -

express that his propos-
for revision of the
Family Law Act has met
with some  resistance
Farhculariy amony the
at profession.
in his view the
refarms proposed would
mean considerable re-
dumctwml maf the ;;me
spent in wranglin
between ;.gmes g

l';;ﬂ';' :b!unk s wview put
sim
aspecis ralamdp W
vorce propeedings is:
that a person takes in
& marriage he/she
should be able lo take
out, while that coliected
or oblained dunn
marriage shouid be

eﬂuaﬂy

onk can be
eonta@ted for informa-
tlon relat:ng to his
ph }orl Tele-
one 862019,

niormatlon on
the forthcoming
Mational Conference
is available from
Weedon on (07
3T02871.
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A SYDNEY mun campaigning for » Senate inquiry
into the Family Law Act and is implementation By the
Family Lew Court will s1ang us an Tndependent candi-
faie or 1he Senate.

W ian Mook began his campaizn in Dessmber 1988
after a Family Law decision remaved bis joini gugrdian-
ship of kis two sons and limited his access io them 0

hovars o fortmighit.
Zicce iher: Mr Monk has embarked on 2 campaign in
foun states dor ke reform of the Family Law Aa to
inglude 1he corcepl that parents’ 800ess (O chifdren is @
Jamar vight,

in other words, he wanis untimitad acccss protected
hy the Famnly Law Acl.

He wise wants family bresk down sidressed thraogh
‘mitigation 1ather than liligaicn with mamicuahce
shured cqually by both mreats and pioperly given Lo
who gver psid for it

Wy Runk described the Family Law Al as oulbstec
ard n peassive discrimination apainst memn.”

M1 Mank st a teform of the Fawmily Law Act and [
smolemerntation by the Family Court would form the
plattorm of iis political campaign. Hig campaign ikl
Lick of with three extensive tours in N.SUW.

‘Regiisticaity T don't expect to get eleeted,” be said
"Bt Fses il 25 an appeoRTiaic oppoilunily 10 rase ifie
it s witk the poblic and eive the public an opparmny
19 raise @ protest vorr zyaiast the Family Law At

M1 Momk said the major poliical pariizs were ol
aiving the [ssuc as mock sllenton & thay showid.

e believes he his wite support 07 his cause, paTic
ularly from groups such as ibe L one Fathers Associa-
Jiom which discussed the nzed for arefors of the Family
Law Act i Capberra sarlier this month.

B lndzpendent senzie candidate and Family Law Court campaigner iz

H
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Campaigning for Family
Law Reform

President of the Family Eaw Reform Group Lat Monk is stepping p hig
campaign by standing for the sennte in the fortheoming Federal eleclion.

His singlc izsue campaigr:
is reform of the Family Eaw
Courr; acieally he would ke
1 s2e 11 abolished and see
mediation centies in iis
place.

My Monk sasd. " feed
farly break-upts nat a cowt
mattsr — 1is @ socizl 1ssue
net a legzi issee. This pone
seuse that goes on the cowt
of Anding fathers unfit par-
ents is medieval cruely. If
they weten'i geting di-
vorced they would stl b
with their children

“Child experns gay that
cialdren need the fove sod
affecton of both their par
ents. Its only common sense,
you dof’t hecd 60 b & ex-
pert 1o know that,” he sad.

Mr Monk, 41, 1s himselfa
vicim of the Famy Law
Court in December 1988 he
was smpped of his dght w
joint peaediansiip of ks two
soms and bos acoess was bm-
ited 10 sight howss a fori-
might. This situstion rersming
unchanged.

He szid, “There's a wide-
spread [cking that the Fame
ily Court has failed and thatit
aeeds a parliamentary in-
quiry and a radical re-wribng
of the Act

“If elected I"d be there o
do my best to sue Famiy
Law reform worid be raised
as an isfie of jportance
becsnse 1 feed it is cumently
being ignored by the Labor
Party. The Labor Party do
ot rzalise the need for an
inguiry into Famly Las, ]
feel many people in the
community may wish to

TEgister a protest vote by
volng for myscll”

Mr Monk based his policy
on resolwtions made at the
Tizsi nztional convexiion on
Lo Parent Family Issussisn
Canberra earhier this month.

MEDIATION CENTRES

Once of the resclubions
passed a1 the conventon
cailed for mediation centres
to be stt op &5 S00R A5 Pos-
sible in an capital cities and
MEJOF COUNITY Wwns to deal
with all Fermly Law related
marters such as cusiody, ac-
cees, MATAENANCE, PECPCELY
and o2 facko simations.

Staffed by qualibed ex-
perts such as soficitars, trar-
nege gmdance counssllozs
and financial counseifors. the
mediztion cinre: wonld
approach problens commzat-
ted 10 mediation rather than
adversery pumshment

CHSTOLY

Mr Monk said, "1 think
joini paesiting shouid be the
norm. Both parents have
rights and responsibilitics
towsards their children. I say
aecess should be unlirted.

“En Amsrice they place
limetzlions on how far one
paTERt can sevE EWaY from
the other and 1 think it is 2n
issue that should ke consid-
ered in the wtersst of the
children. "

MAINTENANCE

“Becauss both parenis
have equal rights and re-
sponsibilities mainttnancs
should be shared equaidy.”
Mr Monk said.

PROPERTY

As far as property is con-
cemed, Mr Mork beligves
wing & person take: inlo a
marriage 18 what they shoold
take eut He zays properiy
accumufated togethet in the
martiage skoukd b divided
acoopding 0 ihe coniriba-
it 8

BILL OF RIGHTS

ivir Monk sees Gie inmro-
ducdon of 2 Bl of Rights
inte the Australien kegisia-
tion as impragvs and seid.
“Comman Lew is proving to
Fess than satisfactoryas faras
protecting pecple’s Tights
and concerns.

“Existence of the Bill of

Rights has virmally beern

ignored here in Australie by
sigle and federal govern-
meais, the jpdicizry 2nd the
lzral professon generally,”
he said.

Anyore wishing To heip
Bir Maonkir hiscampaign for
Famity Lasw reform or seei-
ing further infommaton can
coptact bim on {02y REZ0I5.

— fam Mork: jndagerd-

en? vandidaiz for Family
Lo reforis.,

FacE 4. THE TENTERFTELD 514K, Trursoay, Fugevany 22, 2554,
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independent candidate for the Sehate, lan
Nonk, visited Wagge on Monday near the
end of a campaton toor of NSW proraoting
family law court reform.

Mr Monk, 41, president of the Family Law
Reform Group i from the Spdaey suburh Of
Epping. He has two sons from his second mar-
riza¢ who live at Springwood.

{1it campaign began in December 19832fter e
family law court decision removed Mr blonk’s
joint grardianship of his two sons and limited
his zeeess 10 them to eight hours a fortnight.

Claiming that tiis type of decision is “oatra-
geos, medieval eruciny”. Me Monk s secking
adical change in tamily jaw particularly where

" i affects lone fathers.

Ir Mork halieves tiust family law ispnidated.
and dges not aecount for changes that the wo-
men’s movemeat has wrought gn socieny.

“Ther: is 2 Row percepuon of (he malc reie ia
the family which [rmily law docs not actousit
for,” e gaid.

“Mymy women have taken edvantage of the
cquality affered to them but 2re poi prepared 1o
relinguish or share their role be parenthood.”

‘[he major change advoeated by Mr Mosk
wolld be the zholition of family law counris.

Ir their place would be mediation cenlses

. whers partics could resoive dispates surround-

ing marriage breikdowns by corziliation and
mediztion rather shan Hugatian.

Bistresset father
savs radical new

reforms averdue

“This wouwlt ke far less stressfut for familics,
buth [iceecially and emntionzlly,” said Mr
Mork.

Unlimited zocess to their children for 130
non-custedial parent is 2o essenidal clamant of
Mr Mook's pelicy.

“Thers should be joint custody, equal main-
rcnanes provision and shzied pareating after 2
divorce,” he said.

“This would be = proper reflection of both
parcnls’ rights and respoositilities with regard
to their children.”

Mr Monk i5 also o favocr of restristing the
movemnent of pereats after 3 marmiage break-
down, particularly the castodial paremt whe
may limit access Lo the chiidren by maving.

Property division after 2 martiage breakdown
follows one ruls in Mr Monk™s policy.

“What you take int z marnage should be
vours o take out, everyihing else showid be
divided,”™ he said.

“Thisis partivularly relovant to the roral areas

X

lan Monk
whete fzmily propesties are often invobved.™
M Monk is happy with the response of rutal
WSW to his campaign but has not found the
same cathusiasm in the metrogolitan arca.

Lt
Lot
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FAMILY Court reform activisi lan Monk
is standing for the Segafe af this monthk’s
Federal Election.

The Sydney man is cammpaigning on be-
half of all parenis who have had their
time with their children curtailed by 2
decision of the Family Court.

Wir Monk hag had his tim e with his bwo
boys, aged mine and seven, limited to
etght hours 8 fortnight after interfzrances
from bis ex-wifs i Family Coort saving
that he suffered mocd swings and could
be a danges to the children.

Mr Monk said the funny and hypocon-
tical side of this mference s that he has
always suffered flucteating mooeds and
fact he said his ex-wife mentioned ihese
mood changes, now contained with pre-
seription Hthinm, on their first date, yet
she marnied hin and they had two chil-
dren hefore separating after seven years
of marmage.

The 41 year old political aspirant said
I 15 protesting at the ontrageous cniekry
of Family Court decisions.

“My candidacy will give the people of
Mesv Scuth Wales 2 unique opportunity
of making a protest against the Family
Court and being confident that their vote
will go to a secend preference ™ Mr Monk
said.

He said he has little chanee of caiching
14,2 per cent of the vote required Lo gai
into Senate and he believes people voting
for him should state for daeir second pre-
ference Senztor Dravid Browniiil ip rac-
ogrition of the Senaior's elforis o secure
a Senate enguiry mto the Family Couori

Br Monk said to vote for Senatov
Brownhill 25 2 first preference would not
pegaster 85 ¢ pratest as the Senator Is
stzpding {07 re-sticCiien O many wsaes,

“The only way thercfore, (o maks 2
protest against the Family Cour 15 o

ef '

vpte ior me because it is the only issue [
am standing on,” Mr Monk said.

He said he is hoping that there may be
some word on the reform enquiry before
the Federal Eicclion he said this would be
a very imporiznt decision which wouid
affect alt Austrzlian patents and their
childrzn.

"'t hope they do determine that parcats
bave an unalicnable right 1o their chil-
deen,” Mr Monk said.

“Tf this is the enquiry fnding 1t wall be
ag swfut indictment of the Family
Court.”

Mr Monk sad he believed the Family
Court in Yictona is vesponsible for at
ivast ene death & monih either by suicide
or homicide and be is aware of a Family
Court decision i Sydney where a couple
separated after 30 years of marriage.

“The wifc went ic her lawyer who
advised her tu have po contact with her
husband, [ understand,” Mr Monk satd.

“This decision was reinforced by the
Family Court and the man, bewildered,
upsat and shattered huog himself. ™

Mr Monk saikl no-ons, who hasn't bee
throwgh the trauma, can unkierstand the
total devastation and loneliness a parent
fecis when someone rles that they can’t
see thear children.

He said slthough he is sure be condd
have petilioned for increased cusiody of
his fwo buys he understands the Family
Court cen be very vindictive tawards peo-
ple who protest against a conrt decision,
tet alone actively campaign as he bas
been doing.

Feople wishing to gain further in-
formation abovl ian Monk and aic ions
crugade against the Famify Cournt shouid
contset Bim on Svdney {02) 86 2019,
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By ERROL SIMPER

HAVE rou ever won-
dered how ungronped
Senate [ndepeadent
czndidaies, thai end-
less lisé of names in-
evitably cluttering al-
ready cluitered pailot
papers, ackually come
to stand?

Diten they are single-
isspe cazdidabes. No-
hody, except close rela-
tives and friends, bas
ever heard of them, No-
bhody you ever meet in-
tends votizg for them,
And afier the election
you rarely hegr of them
AL .

Well, rnaybe thev get
there becapse some-
ihing happens in their
iives,

Take Jan Monk, 2 41-
year-oli satesman. He
will appezsr zmonp ke
angrouped indepen-
dents om the March 24
Senate bailet in NBSW
largely becapse ke s

" divorced.

He 5 unashamedly
single-issue: the aboli-
tigr, or at very leasi,
radical eeform of the
Family Court,

The court decideg ™n
Febraary 1338 that Mr
Monk could have ac-
cess o his twe =ons.
Andrew, 9, apd Jamie,
g, fer eight howrs a
farfnizht.

He fhinks ihiz ix not
engugh znd the only
way he can ihink of to
draw atiention o what
he 525 25 an inhuman
system iz Lo stand for
ihe Sexmaie.

Anger the sire of
le-1ssue candidate

Mr Monk ... ‘still
very angry’

He says ithe ¢ouri's
coenselling service is
dominated by ferninist
ihinking, He helieves
the court iz slowly
erpfing and downgrad-
ing the siatas of
fatherhood.

He says ke i=s receiv-
ing overwvhelming re-
SpONSt and cocodrage-
ment from e
throughout Amnstralia
whe zise are victims of
& “totelly inappropri-
ate” systen.

“1 womdd desgribe
whal I was put threugh
by the Family Couri at
Farramatta (Sydney)
25 totzliy nrjost hamoil-
iation,” says Mr Monk

“NMew acybody whe's

snhjerted io 4that s
likeiy to remain angry
for 2 very iong period
ol {ime.

“Lrespite the fact that
this rmatter ie now 15
mantihs old D'm sill

very snzry and that's
what motivaies me.

Ti's not just me. Many
other men have little
or ne access to their
children 2nd I think
one cafl ohly reason-
ably congiude the coari
is fmiling Auwstrziizn
childrern and their
fathers. And For that
reason alene the court
shoukd be akelished.”

Mr Monk wants the
Family Court replaced
by 2 far more informoal
peiwork of mediation
cenfres.

The cowrt and s
Tegal paraphernalia, he
s53ys, are “teizlly inzp-
propriate for inmocent
parties, whick iz what
pecple are when their
marrizges hreak down’.

It is his issue 2nd he
is inclinedé to warm to
it; “Persomaliy I have
difficuliy understand-
ing how people can get
so pommalited to trees

or animzi liberation '

and ikings Hke that
vel, comparatively,
peaple haven'l become
politica! with regard to
their chitdren.

“1 think the issue is
new ahd ii will take =
period of time beiore it
grows o where & ot af
gther issags are. »

Awnd that's how they
seem to zet on those
crowded ballot papets.
They gt angry enaugh
o alleaw their namezs o
ke printed in ithe news-
papers.

L]
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independent candi-
date for the Senate, Iun
Monk, s in the Riveri-
Ba campaipning un o
radical plan to obelish
the Family Law Courts.

Ian's campuign began
in December 388 when
& Family Law Court de-

‘clsion removed his rights

to puzrdiarchip of bis two
sons and rastricted his ac-
cess to eight hours o
fornight.

With mood fluctuations
which he gays his wife
knew about since the day
they first mel, Mr Monk
wis declured unfittabea
tuther,

“The Family Ceonr
takes innocent Fathers and
ari the will of a vindictive
spouse, turns them i
unfit fathers,”" he says.

“I'm motivated by my
DWR EApPETIERCE.

“When I wenl ie
schock | wasn’t told my

countey would take my
kids awzv from me and
stFip me of my rights.

“So I feli the only
respensible thing ! conid
do was (O 2o vsl aod oy
o change the lave

B ey is & basic vio-
iztion of human rights
strip a parent of their ke-
gai rights,”” he says.

Mr Mok makes the
angiogy of whitc Austra-
i1a’s infamous practice
during the 9305 uand
19405 of wking Aburigi-

nal chitidren away from

their parenis {n the belief
thal it wazs beiter for the
children.

“Three decades later
the Aboriginat placemernt

policy aow i thai the: beat

place for children is with
their parenis.

AN with thal view 1
support tie Abariginal
sucene policy 8 Deg

more eatightensd than ihe
oulicy of the family
courts.”’

Mr bMonk szes the so-
letion as having medis-
tion centres for parilies o
tasolve problems by con-
ciltatton rather than
litigarion. '

Unlimited acccss o
1heir chifdren R the noa-
cusiodial  parent i
another cssontial elemant
of Mr Monk's policy,

Currently, Mr Menk
says, the Humuo Rights
Agsoctation iy abowt ro
make a decision on
whether. Family Law
Court decisioms are an in-
fringement of human
rights.

“*Either that will
rlunge us inte the Dark
ages und say that paremts
havs no inelienable rights
to their children, or it wils
take a more enlightened
view '

ore Family Law Courfs

lan tonk, indepen-
dent senate candidate,

m e A" E e e m e
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EN Peceniher 1988 the Family Law Courd veled
thai en woassuming safesiman from Epping could
see his two sons for only elght huurs & fortnight.
#or most men thuat wonld bave been the heginming,
of the cndl - for Tan Momk i wes the eatalysi thal
latached him inie zolitics.

Sisee his divoree len Sonk hze been CumpHifing
heavily far an overhaul of e Famity Law Coarl srel
has heen = srong advocass for the rights of divoread
fathors to oquisl cosendy of teir children.

This wesk Mt Menk was s Dubbo campaignicg
for & scar Wl the Semate in the ppooming, Pedoral
Biertion. Dresh o a convention of di Lone
Bathers Association of Austratia i Canberrs where: e
wat & principal speaket, Mr Monk mzpped oul 2 fist
oF reformis peedwed © bong “mstiee and eguily' back
inks e Family Court spstese.

A guielly infense Tam, Me miomk began his crosade
aftcr & Famiy baw Cours dugision emnvod his jolat
guardidnship of Ris two sons lig laler praiesled
oitstae the conrl 10 Pernupieaiiz waving & sign whick
read: T s the victimo Qf wlataly  eulrageous
nhgman Third Workl' tvpe Byustice.

i ditiie dowbs B Bonk paimts @ depresst

the Jomr Tather 1 dme 1SFX'T - Dot he seys

;g WW‘;’; ) F furbicn e |
Flen Mank visited Hubhe this week during Bis campaiye for a seat in the Senote in the upooming
Federal Election. .

lan centres Senate campaign
on issues affecting the family

there iE & BOFWUT,

1 think the el stemion would bo where both
percids are living compaestively closs to sach other
=nd the childeen stay three and a ball davs with one
percnl and then three ond o hali days with the mbiee,
‘Fhere shemld be  rostricrions on § perent caoving So
far awsy twr i hampees aocess rights for the other
paicnl,

cwve would ke to soe o imeeedize fall Senate
inguiry imo the Family Lew Act and the operalions of
the Family Conrt and that delepates from organisations
sbch s the Lome Fathers - Association be able te
MCKE. .

“Tha Goveroment should alse give priotiey 1o the
selife op as soon as possible of Tamily Medi-

-

atine/Corvileion Centres, Divoree §s ot g smatter of
Gtigaiion, A rsrrimge bas falisd - & crime s ool
bean commiitted. ™'

Mr Monk has no Hiosions sbour gaiing into the
Senate, By hus ewrs whnission his chapees are slim
slihough he said 2 vole for Bmowoul] Be a vote
ugainl ehe Fanily Lew Coudt.

Bul his meessige i5 oot just for MmeR.

Wha dosy BoouBer  hom? Joim nghis ozus
Tesponsipitities, Mary freedone e buve her own |ifs."




INDEPENLENT candid-
ate for the Sanate, lan
Monk, of Sywiney, paid
a fleeting vish to Leaton
this wosk as pari of hiz
single-iseug aldction
Canmakin.

Mr Monk s figheing for a
reviey of the Family Law
Cort, which be zaid hac
mads him g “non-father” by
robbing kim of joint guard-
ianshig 1o iis two sons, aged
ninz and eight.

“7 oo restricted o eight

bonrs gooess 2 formight,” he -

=id.

“T maintain that parentng
is a join: respunsibitity and
custody is & righs, Dot 3 priv-
epe.”

Mr Monk szid the courr
hed vinlated his basic hurmae
rights and that of other
fatbers 1 stmiltar sitations.

The present litigation
approgch to divorce and
custodisl marters was inapgp-
TOPTIan:,

“The Family Law Court,
a5 1t X503, shouid be replac-
ad by medizrion ocotres.
This would ke a far less
stressfu! way of resolving
issuss ar the end of 3 marri-
age and far less costly chan
livtgation,” Mr Monk said.

He said by supporiing his
cemndidacy, eleciars would
have the oppartunity o
IREISIET @ PIOtesT against the
Fanuly Lew Cowt, ar the
sarne tme knowing that their
vores woald be geing to their
scoond preference.

“I am Sayme the seeand
prokzrense vote should go o
the Coslition in recogniaan
of Stpator David Brownhe
if’s ¢ffor e secure a Senats
EHIHTY fnco the Family Law
Courr,™ be satd.

Mr Mook said the coure's
inags was poor. F; wes
presided over by “oid guys™
whose arilludes had nog
cavght up with the changing
pattero ef parenting,

itch is
refor

They did oot realise that '

younger farhers were partic-
ipating more m child-raising
and shanng the respensitii-
ity wath their wives, wko
many cases aiso worked
outside the bome.

Mr Monk said the judges
needed a background it the
humanites. In his case a
former accounient had deci-
ded oo bis access, or rather
lack af it, 1o kis children.

He said besides vnfimited
acoess o children for both
pareats, mamnrenance showld
also be a ioint responsibilioy,
urespective af whether the
mother worked.

Another area which need-
&d o be sddressed was the
distributionr of the divorcod
couple’s property, whick tou
often saw fmchers Forced 1o
sell up everyakhing they had
werked for and, in the cuse gl
farmeors, ofien lose their
iiveitneod.

Mt Moak sorcssed that pe
dr Rot want T erode mosh-
er:” rights, but spuphe ooy
cquzl rights for fathers.

Elexctars wishing e supp-
ort Mr Mook's campaign tor
an overhgul of the Family
Lew Contrr oare osked [
contact Bim ar Mg Sydaocy
czmpaign office on teless-

one (2 862 418,
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/ Commonwzalth Direcior of Public Prosecutions e

Sydney Office Your reference: 15t Flogr
American Exprass Tower
A8E Seorge Strest
Gur reference: Sydney, NIW 2000
RO /2324 Telephore: (02) 226 9666

Teelex: 74531 DX 1338
Fazsimile: (02) 235 3103
GPQ Box 4413

Syedrey NSW 2001

8 March 1290

Mr Ian Monk
8 Stanley Road
EPPING NSW 2121

Dear. 5ir
SECTION 121 OF THE FAMILY LAW ACT 1975

I refer to the attached newspaper articleg; vour interview om
radio station 2GR with Clive Robhertson on 10 March 1%89% and
vour television interview on the Today Show TCNR Channel % on
29 March 1289.

vou should he aware that it is an offence against Bectiocn
121{(1) of the Family Law Act 1875 to publish or dissgeminate
an account of any proceedings, or part of any proceedings
hefore the Family Court, which identifies a party to those

preceedings.

The interviews vou have ¢iven refer te proceedings before the
Family Court and identify yourself as a party to those
proceedings. You have publicly disseminated part of those
proceedings, namely aspects of the court’s judgment relating
to your mental condition and treatment, and the incident
concerning vour sen's bicycle accideat, Further you have
disseminated the terms of the access order which was made in
vour proceedings. '

On the materizl svailable to me, 1t appears that wou have
commitred offences against Section 121{(1} of the Family Law
Act 1875, EBowever, after careful consgideration it has been
decided that 1t would not be appropriate to lay charges
against vou in the present case.

Saction 123141 of the ¥amily Law Act is designed to protect
the confidentizlity of parties in proceedings before the
Family Court. There is nothing to prevent any person from
commenting in a temperate and balanced manner upon the
institutions or procedures of the Family Couzt. However, it
iz a serioue criminal offence to publish meierial referring
5 a specific case, including your own, in such a way that it
is pessible to identify e party o ithat case,

1753
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You musk understand that DPP cannot stand by if the law is
flputed. You must ensure that you do not commit any further
kreaches of Section 121{1}. Any further breachas may well
leave DPP with no alterrative to prosecution action.

Yours falthfully
g
/

ame Delaney -
eputy Director

Iy
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My Meax Eing

PG Box
LAWSON

no3e7i-413830-0001 14/97 LUD SATORDAY
Tan Monk

8 Stanley Stieel

EPPING NSW 2121

Dear Ian,

Extremely well done with Evatt tonight.
Congratulations.

%
Max Kﬂ““’ﬁi
' £

109
MSW

2783

13 July 1990

she was very defensive.

4%
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Divorcee’s two-year crusade wins key Semt@ mteg

By ALISOM ERREY

isn Mapk's one-man
battle against the Family
Law Conrt over the past
two years has ended — o
vietory.

The Epping divorcee das
campained for & full ingui-
ry into the ¥a amily Law Act
since & court decision saw
him “cot off" froi his twe
S0D5.

His czmpaign has taken
him acrese Australia and
copsumed muck of his Hme.
He's been on television,
tadio and i newspapers,
arguing with politiciags
and lawyers.

Un Thursday his hard
work paid off when the
Austratian Democrats indi-
cated their sopport for ok
Opposition motien calling
for zu inguiry.

The fponiry wauld inves-
figate matters incleding

The main nes-
3age coming from
people is ihat tiey
want 2 Dew Sysiam
of diverce fhat
doesn’t use lawyers.

mediztion, copaselling,
custody and aceess, pivo-
erty settlemenis, enforee-
menl provisons zed the
discretion ezereized by the
Facnly Court.

““Phis Is the higgest
achievement of my
carser,” Mr Monk said.

“Realistically it could be
a pumber of years — and
that's in opiimistic {erms
— before we see-apy reai
change bl 2i least some
ihing is going i be dome.™

A Moenk bepan his com-
paimm after a Biter custody
nztEle saw hit Jose s jolat

guardizaship of his sans
and limit bis aceess to them
to eight hovrs a fortight.

Siace he began cpm-
paigning for change, he's
received stiogng support
frowm across Amgiralia,

“There is widespread
dissatisfaction with ibe
law,” e said.

vang i is widely per-
ccived by both mep and
womeit that men gat a raw
dsal from the Family Law
Couri

“The Main MESsage COM-
ing from people is that thkey
wani 8 new system of di-
vorce that doesn't nse law-
yers.”

Mr Mcnk has beep sup-
ported by Federa! Opposi-
tien Benator Kavid
Hrosnhiil.

Sen Brownhill said & par-
liameniary inguiry would
provide ‘an unbiased, ip-
dependent iorum [or people
to expréss their eomeerns.

]
s
)

@ lan iWong, of £ i—.ppzng, wig has succesded in h:s.
bid for a Government inguiry into Farmity Law in Aw
iralia, affer 2 bwvo-yaar batie.
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& JEWEL io the Whitlem Govern-
mem’s yours of oifice was the Jate
Senzfor Lionel Murphy's inireduction
of divorce reform and ssishlislenen:
of the Famity Law Court,

in the years since the Labor Pary
has wiewed the Family Cour as almost
Holy writ, or 25 Shakespeare said of
another replm, * this eanth of majesty,
this seat of Mars™.

One mae for  cemain  vigorously
disagrees.

bin Mook, of Epping. Sydocy. -
selll & divoreee, has spemt the last
two vears stitring the waters of dis-
: content not so much as o the obistis
of the Family Court but what fe
clairis .15 the dizbolical confreatationise
approach the judiciary and legal frater-
iy have turned the court into.

This week lan Mork returned again

Famzly Cuourt reform wiih the saitsfac-
tion of knowing e 15 ac fast denting
the buiwark of political comecn:.

Thanks to his lobbying of Canberra
Senators, [an Mook has finsily con-
vinged the Australian Democrats o
support & Faderal Opposition  motian
calling for an inquiry into the coust.

“I'm hatf way there bur given an
inquiry is beld. the Government sill
holds the whip hand o iznose the
inguiry's  finding  and  recommmenus:-

tions," Mr bdonk SAd.

bt{fné&

ta Gubbn o continte his crusade for |

ocrats to support
wotion on inquiry into the courts

“hEy o argument 08 with  the
coafpontationist situation the lagal pro-
f2u5i0n ToSEs.

W Ribe the prasent syvstom claims z
‘oo puifi’ concept, o acteal pracrice
solicitors  and  judges  have  adopred
their traditional =ttitudes to court peo-
ceedings. :

“What [ owanl o gee Js lawvers
out of the Family Court and . an
emphasiz on mediation ot confronta-
tion borweoeh the paiag,™

fan Monk's own personal expedence
has been chestermg. A bittor custody
battic saw him lose foint guardianshrp
of his two sons. Andrew and Jamic
and the limiting of his access t2
them to eight haurs a fortmighr.

“The perceplion by many 15 men
ger a raw deal from the Family Law
Court.

“The Family Cour i aow cosiing
S1b to operate and ties up an it
workforce who could bemcr scrve the
coumtry in £XporT orientated industres.

“The cust 0 buman  engueisk s
ircaleulable, The meed is for people
with marital differences W0 realise they
are the best people o make the
cecisions affecting themselves and their
childrez.

“Propeny  sefffements,  agcess [0
children  znd  maintenance should be
wedisled mot bgated.”

B S VRN —
Sumday, Jmmeery 5, 1981
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Divorcee wins
inquiry into Family

AFTEE a hard-fought two-
yenr campaign, 2 Sydney man has
talien a hig atep toweard winning a
parliamentary inguiry into the ac-
tivities of the Family Law Court.

Mr lan Monk, of Epping, has
travelled throughout Austraiia over
the past two years, including the
Hunter, seeldng support for his in-
quity eall.

His hard work hes paid off with a
decision by the Australlan Deroo-
crats to sappoxt the Federal OQppo-
gition and thus heve the tumbers o
get passer] & motion calling for 2 par-
Lsomentary inguiry inee the court,

Nvir Monk, a divorcee who only
has arcess to his twa childeen for
eight haurs a fortnight, said yester-
day that he had won strong support
from Newcastle parents whe, Iike
him:, were extréamely concerned
ahout the court’s aclivities,

“The court can strip Austraiian
parents of their iegat rights through
arrangements for custudy of chil-
dren,” he said.

*Across Augtralia thare is szpport
for changes to the court's role
Parents want more emphasis on me-
diaticn, rather than legat battles in
4n adversarial envirenment.”

~rethy
oy ciectlons

RS L SO gk .
Mr Tap Monk, of Efping, -
fathers victime of sysiem.
Mr Mork began his campaign
against the court’s sctivities in 1585
after a bitter custody battle whizh
saw hizn lose joint guardianship of
hfs iwo children.
He vizsited Newcastie [n August,
1889, where he spent three days out-
side the Family Law Court building

Hemid €-i-9

support {
Law

in Bolton Si handing out infor-
mation about his campaie to mem-
hers of the public.

Similar protests were held out-
side court buildings in South Aus-
tralis, WVictoria, Queensland and
other parts of NSW.

‘Fve received an averwhelming
response, pardcularly rem  con-
cerned fathers who have become vie-
tims of a totally inapproprate sys-
tern,” M Monk said.

His fight had been taken up in
Federal Parlizment by the Nationai
varty's Senstor Brownhill, of Tam-
worth, whe agresd 1o push for the
proposed Inguiry.

1 sm very relieved thar the
Demoecreats have backed the Oppe-
gtimn and semething is to be done!’
Mmir Mook said.

"This is 2 major first step, but the
campaign must continue to msure
that changes are made to the Family
Law Acl”

Terms of reference were yet to be
detarmined for the pro Inguiry,
hut areas that could be investigatad
weludod mediation, counselling, cus-

tody and access, property setile |

ments angd ihe discretion exercised
by the court.

b

LA



THE CANBERRA TIMES, Sunday, Jaruary 13, 1591 -3

By ROD CAMPEELL

. Frobably 1he ost emotion-
iniucing piece of federai legisiation,
the Family Law Act ks likely to come
uader the seruliny of a parhament-
ary iRGUITY s0OMn.

TFthe expressed mentiont of the Oppa-
sition zrd {he Australian Domoleats coms
o fraios — and 1his scems Bkely nsat
moath — it will ke the firgt Gime in i
13-yesr Bistpry that {he Famiiy Law Acl
has been subjucled to Agorms parliament-
ary review,

The Opposition penizs w2ni 2 governe
menl-backed joint parlinmentary inguiry
Bl wiif make do with 2 Seeote 1nguiry iF
the Jiovemment will not come te the party.
The inguiry could be completed belore the
cod af FT. .

A matiot callinz for the eatablighment
of the inguicy wis debated boefly m the

enai in Decemier. Thers were only four
speakors — i Libergl, 2 National, a n-
wral and Tasmanian Independent Senaior
Etian Harrpd i — gli of whom supported
the inquiry. Thers wos no dissenl and au
scakers from the Govermment.

While it was Senztor David Brownhili
(NP, NEW) who sponsored the motion (a5
though be was [n New York when it was
dehaled), & Sydney man js cigiming mach
ol the credit, lan Moak, & 42-vereanid sales.
raan and “victim" of the farmty faw systom,
fizs bzen travelling around easom Ansire-
finfor o couple of years cumpaigring for the
reforn of il famity faw sysiem,

He regards the esteblishirent of the in-
quiry &5 tus greatest Privemph apd was i
Canberrs his week o spread the word,

Mr Mook i a divoroee who feels he e
been tremicd vory badly by the family
Lontiel. He has lost jotnt evargianship of bes
T SE0E A fias unly eighl bours” aocess 8
fprtnight. i{e admits Lo feeling bitter skl
ou: is zdamant that ki campaigh is not
diesigred to "mp women™
He wants 1 22¢ two magior Hings kap-

o

=

i
g

i
iRy

l& Mok

pen: Bhe 1&9({?5 tuker cul of the Femiby .
I

Ciogrt aed cregtion of a nerwork of
mediation sentres. Ths exisiing adversarial
process was “psychelegicaliy apd emotion-
ally brutsl™22d anwarmanted. The presence
of lewyers meant peonie wens unabls to
cooperzie, contrary to what {heir chifdren
nacded,

13 Ble to sec the Femiy Cowrt
chamged (0 & systems of medinlinn, wieme
couples are patiently counselled so that
they arc in lke best position to mzke the
decisions dhout issues suTounciee the ond-
ing aof their mapiage, " M Mank said.

His mcdel 35 4 divoree-related media-
non centre in Melbourne, whos couples
atlend sin 1 sght Coumseiling sessions bes
fore going near a courl, The centre hrd 2
suceess rate of arcund 90 per comt, He
bolicyes contres bk this sbould beoome a
formal part of the Family Cowt.

Such a systent woeld be far s stressfid
amd a ko less expensive for individuals and
Le (2XPAYET.

Mr Monk really wasis 1he Faniby Cout
Lo be disbanded. He says many peopke did
it Belisye they rectived justice from it
Instend. the new system should be under
the wmbrela of the Fedaret Coun,

Senator Brownhils inquiny ts Lhely (o
look & many aspetis of the eour: and the
faw il gdreimyicrs. Whils precize icrmy of
referencs are yal 1o be ironed cod, e Op-
position wants the inguiry to find out
whether the cowrt and the law provide:
effective counselling and medialion ser-
vices, “fair and eguitsble™ Tesoluiion of
custody and access casas £2d property Soi-
tzrmenis, an effecive safepueed for the in-
terests of children; effecitve enfircement of
et ordert; and excessive discrelion io
Judaes,

Spreaking on Senatur Brownhill's behatf,
the Leader of the Cppasition in the Senae,
Senator Reobkert Hill ¢Lik, SAl said ihe
inguiry shonld bo concernsd with thieo
aspects of the system: the fGor thm many
doeess and caslody gpplications were aeed-
fessly peomactsd and expensive; that the
enfureement of deliberatelv fouted court
orders wes frequently incifetive and be-
came 2n vusustainable finagsial barden lor
the poreon seeking ecforcement; and the
[act that proparty tatifements could be de-
lzyed for up 1o three yeers.

Senator Hill 9id not give perticalar ex-
arepics. IF ke had, he migli have referved in
a case last year whers an all-but-destitute
Perth womsn wes obilged 1o fiy to Singa-
pors and thez e ltaly iz pursuit of Rer
huskhand and hes iwe abdocied childsen,
She eventualty oMained 2 coust coder in
Tely mnd the retors of her ehildren when
the ship they wers cn benkeg in Gonoa.

Whes be Deard that the Dumocrats
would sapport t7e inquiry, Seaator Brown.
Rill szid (from WNew Oeleans) lhat thoo-
sends of people — men, womkn dnd
vitiidzen -~ had comalainte abou: Fmiky
Yaw administimtion 0 Anstrabe, Until now,
they hed had nowhers 10 put thess com-
DiAIMTS exceps 10 judges amf Iaw;.'ers,

YA pariiameniery DGy wH! provids
an unbiased, lndepradent foris 10 express
their coneems,™ be szxd,

Unlege the Government iniorvenss 10
cei vp 7 joint parkamemary ingairy, the

Femare in enpavkad to formelly csiblish is

owen whios H siis gariy nexi menth.
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Law Court Enquiry
Afser almost two years on the road campaigning, divorced father of twe Tan Monk has reacked bis
goal — ipitiating & parliamestscy enquiry in the Family Law Court

Ir Monk bapan campaigning for an enguiry into the
Family Law Court in August 1987 fellowing a decision by
the Paramarta Court 1o Jimit iz access to bis Two sans o
eielt bouss 2 fortnight. He {2l the decision was injust —
toveards bim and his children —and decided it was time for
reform in the Femily Law Count. Se he travelled between
Adelaide and Caimns protesiing ouiside Contt hopses &nd
tetling kis story 1o hundreds of newspapers,

Coumry newspapers mostly wok up his story while the
GilY heWEpapers rgjected him, despite the unususl level of
human intetest in his tale he was a divorees stipped of
ecual puznlianship of lus children; he was protesting
ouiside coults around the coupsyside; he had tefrhis jobrto
carry Out §Bfs cempaign knowing that &t could possibly
Jropardise his chances of ever gaining more access to his
children through the court; bz was eav man alune lobbying
for a pariiamenizry enquoiry.

Now he has succreded. Now ithe Avstralian bas printed
a slory abont him tut according to Mr Moek the major
Svdncy papers eill doa’t wam o know,

Pering bis campaign one t2isvision proffamme ex-
pregsed interest in kiv story. In Auvgust inst yeas the ABLs
7.30 Report airad a debete berween Me Meank 20d Justcs
Clizabeth Fvitt— a cezate which Mr hMonk seqt copies of
1o 2l] the senamnis in Mew South Wales,

ter the senate zopnodnced earlier this monih that the
federat government will suppon 2n equity inta Family
Lew in both Houses by Monk said, v Alihough the leefing
i like winming & duzen Melborme Cups and much as 1 dike
1o thipk this s Fanrastic, | realtse enyguires can be used o
bury issucs &s much as throw light on them. I'm eontiaing
1o campaign fi. the issues because 1 rhink public opinicn
i just as effective as any public =aquiry and T'll continue
w campaign for what T believe Australians wani — the
abolition of kegal Datlles between parents in the Family
Law Court. What { want to remove from the system are
sawvers becawse [ hink they praduce an environment thag
i5 to emotionally and psychologically brutzl that Ut causes
mutders 2nd suicides. In lesser instandes it causes preat
anbnosity between parente so that they are unable 1o co-
operate with cach other, which is exactly what their chii
dreq very much require,

— Mriar Morks in Tenterfield —campaigning
Jor fustica for kis_family.

v Additionally, the axisting system is extremely expen-
sive for couples and also of the fizancial resources of our
natioe (iegal sid). it should be abolished an replaced by &
systern of mediation where couples are patiently encour-
aged o resobve the igsuss between themse lves,” he sead.

Folloveing Mr Monk’s last visit to Tenterfieid m 1985,
the Tenterfeld Star told of hizone-man campatgn asking
people to write o Senator David Brownhill requesting a
review of the Family Law Court, A that time Mr Monk
was standing zs s independent senate capdidate in the
forthcoming feceral election.

He said, “The purpose of my rumning was not 1o gek
elmcted hut 1o get coverage for the issue.

“After (he eiection Sznatar Brownhil] picked up the
issue and ot itto the Senate. The Demeocrais vactliated so
¥ orgamised a massive phone-in and writts io to lobby the
Demoaats. | convinced the Democrates (o suppont &
reotion a7 an eaguiny in the Senate and last year the senata
sgreed roestablish on enguiry. After that Atroracy-Genioral
Bichael Duffy sgreed osupport the parliamentary enquisy
inie Family Law and dewided the enquiry wouid be made
iy bath housss,

E t5 two vears since M Mook began his campaign. Tt e
cost him berwresn ten and twenty thousand dollars, Adtheaph
he has sparked an enguiry 1o Fanily Law, the operatien
of the Fumily Law Court has noi changred since Be degun.

In the next few months Mr Monk will find himself right
back whers he starred from — &0 the Famiby Law Court at
Parrrnatta where he witl onse agsen ay for more aecess
s children,

—Dhvoresd Ea hel lan Mozk qazsingle-handediy spurked
a Jodursd s Ijste he *'"a—rliv igv court afier the oot

Fornast Tl
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Family Law reformer ‘over th‘e moon’ about

federai parhamentary inquiry decision

FAMIHY 1aw reform
campaigner  an Monk
said he fell as though
he had won the Mel-
bourne Cup a dozen
ames whes he visited

{Port Macquane yester-
:da'.v_

His reason for jubi-

fation 15 that s one- |

man battle againsi the

Family Law Court has [

ended, and happilv for
him it ended i victory.

For the past iwo years
he has been campaign-
mp for 2 full inguiry
inta the Family Law
Act, and last week ihe
federal £overnment
agreed to suppon a joint
parliamentary and Sea-
aie inguiry.

Mr Monk wold the

no need for such- am
inguiry to be finalised
R before the next faderal
g clection.

He sees the next siep
as being moves {0 agree
on the inguiry's ferms
§ of reference.

f The inguiry is ex-
b pected @0 iaclids me-
y diation, counselling,
custody  and  access,
Droperty settlements,

and ihe discretion ex-
ercised by the Family
Connt. .

Mr Monk acknowi-
“edges # will be a pum-
per of years before any

0 lan kiork

Mews he would like A ;
to see a very thorough read L:hzngt‘._ls E}ridenFu
inquiry rather than the ¢ Dl the inguiry will

enforcement  provisions

open the door fo en-
courage input fromm the
public.

He said anvome wish-
ing W comment should
direct ipquiries to Sena-
tor David Brownhill on
(06 27757605

Mt Bonk said since
he began his campaigm
to have the system over-
hauled, he had come
in comect with a hos:
of Australians  who
shared his dissatisfac-
tion with the faw.

He szid the elumin-
ation of lawyers from
the Family Couri in
drvorce matiers was one
of his ebjzciives.

He believed a parlia-

meniary inguiry would
provide an impartial, in-
dopendet forum  for
CORCerns.

matter  being  rushed, i,..r A N

LM
o]

ang he felt there w&s’
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By SALLY FITZGERALD

TERMS of reference for =
Senate Inquiry into the Family
Law Act will be decided this
week by senators from the
Federal Opposition and the
Austratian Dremocrais,

The terms of the Scnaic Inguiry
are likely io include 2 review of
custody and access repguiatings,
property settiements and provi-
sions for enlorcing these without
fecourse to court proceedings.

Liberal Senator David Brown-
hill and Democest Senator Sigfr-
ted Spindler have agreed to
provide ihe terms of reference in
the {irst week of Parliament in
early February. .

“If the terms of reference are
appeoved in the Senate, as
appears likely, the inguiry should
begin in March and be complated
by the end of 1992, said Ms Soe
Carney, 8 spokcswaman far herla-
tar Browrhifl

“Onee the terms of inguiry ave
been cstablishied, the recommen-
dation should go 1o the Senate

Carney said.

But Fustice Fluzabeih !.".vau
president of the Law Reform
Commission and former Chief
Justice of the Family Court, said
vesterday she was “stifl waiting for
frecommmendeiions from the first
Joint Select Cominittee in 1980 (o
be implemented”,

And she indicated her seppoast
for the implemeoniaiion of those
recommendztions, “before
angther one s set yp*

It has been almost impossible to
design & system of fized rules on
bow custady, for example, is to be
mmplamented,” Justice Evatt said.

“There is no way that the faw

can meke peopds be pics to each

: P‘?ﬁgmgg 3 ':: gz

simply a5 an appouncement,” Ms'

JUSTICE EVATT

ather, Andé the law is rather shent
on remedies,” she said. But family
lIaw reform campaigner Ian Mook
pelieves ke has scored 2 hard-won

. victory in his iwo-year battlc for

ikke Scnate inquiry. He beliaves the
inquiry, which was piven majority
support in the Senate [ast month,
will resuit in fewer conrt cases and
more amicable seitlemoents lor
custodiat parents,

“The raessage [ hear from
people s that they want a system
of mediation, where conples are
encouraped (o resclve the issues
out of cournt,” Mr Monk said
yestorday.

“Mediation would be [ar foss
expensive, n0f omdy for the indi-
vidual but for the nution— espe-
cially when you consider ¢hat &
costs approximately $1 billion =

vear of faxpaycrs’ moncy 0 Hin

the Famiiv Cours”
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SENATOR DAVID BROWNHII THE SENATE
BEATH M BARTY
ST TR e W A

12 February 1591

FAMILY LaW TG HAVE JOINT PARLIAMEWNTARY EHNQUIRY

NSW Watlonal Farty Senatoy David Brownhill advised today that the
Federal Government had decided to support his Parliamentary
enquiry inte family law and the proposed Senate enguiry would now
be a Joint one.

Attoerney-General, Michael Duffy announced the decision in a
letter to Shadow Attorney, Andrew Peacock late yesterday.

The letter said: * I have previously expressed the view that

a general review of the kind proposed ils UNNecassary. .. However
it appears from debats in the Senate ... that there is
parliamentary support for such a review..."

Senator Brownhill said while he was pleased the Federal
Govermment had acknowledged that there was a need for an enguiry,
he regretted their support had come at a time when the Opposition
and the Australian Demotrats had already reached agreement on
terms of reference for a Senate enquiry and that this development
would delay the Committee's establishment.

"My ¢oncern is that the Parliament should come to agreement
quickly on the new termg of reference so that the enqu;ry can be
put Into operation immediately.

"T believe the matter hag dracgad on for too long. People in the
commanity have had their expectations ralised that the Parliament
would do something. There is pmo excuse for further
procrastination,

*If there is npo agreement on the terms of reference, the
Opposition and the Australian Democrats will press ahead with
their original plan and establish & Senate enguiry.

ends

further information: David Brownhill ¢ 2737.370%



Atey two years on the campaign trail ksn Monk has won his battle o an inguiry

into the Family Law Court Aot

%ince o Famly Coart ael-
ing whiowed bir Monk only
cigat hwurs 3 fortnight ac-
¢ess in #is two sons he has
womosd 2 GOE-MEN war
aeainst the legislation.

tic hae protesied outside
court houses and ihrough
pEWSpUpCIs  in COUNRY
rowns  Ehroughont  Aos
irafia.

Wher i Wagga fasi yoar,
p 7 bonk was standing as &
candidate for the Scnate.
Mot for potitical gan, he
eaid, but as part of his cam-
piien for Famify Law Courrt
seform,

M Mank was in Wazga

. {ast weck 1o oSk propic WO

continue their support for
this referm.

This ingairy will give all
Austrzians the chance @
take any complaints or tom-
merls zbout the Family
Court dicenily to Paslia-
mant,” he seld,

Druring his campaigs, Mr
tdeonk suid be has heen in-
undated with sepport,

=“Whcrever | have been 1
have asked prople W write
ta Senator Duvid Brownhilt
if they have any complaints
about the  Famly Eaw
Court Act,” he said.

“Cerator Brownhiil’s of-
Fee hay botn focded with
ioters.”

Mr Monk again called
upon this supgport when -

P

Izn Mook

wards the end of last year
the final word oa the in-
guiry waited wpoa 2 deci-
storr by the Demorats,

“1 orchestrated a massive
vhone lehtwying campaign,”™
Mr Monk sad.

I went around the eoun-
try again askivg people to
ring or write 1o the Demo-
crals unpnyg them to supptit
the motion for an inguin.”

r Mook said ke would
fike to sce the end of the
“adverserial system with
lawyer against lawyer” in
Acvestralian family fzw.

“This  svsicm  CTCai¢s
encmons  ammonly  be-
tween parcnts winich, 10 the
domment of their childres,
prevenits them from
cratng with cach ather,” he
said.

“WWe should change to 2
sysiem of mediation where
couples are encouragcd pa-
uenthy ko resafve the SSUCS
erween themsehes.

“This systers of media-
tign would be far lets stress-
il which I am sre woukd
reduce the sumber of e
gers and smicides associated
with famuly digptes.

“And it woaid be far fess
expeostve  for  mdividuals
and owr cauniny.”

- |

WA
At
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Story: BIARTEN
RASIME

Phots: GEBFEF
Y ERE

Sydney father-of-two Tan Monk
has 2very reason to wear a salishied
srmale.

Since the starr of 1959 he has
wiged an unreienting campaipn onr s
review of the Family Law Act,
spending woeks and months outside
the matian’s courts seeking supson
& for his canse.

Two years of chzoling. azgument
and pressure finally convineed
Coposition and DEMOCEST 5608008
ihat gibers whe had corme under s
sway felt as agarieved by e Act’y
workings as did Mr Monk.

Aand the fact that many judges
administering the Acl had been
threztemed with violence am ye-
quired round-the-clock gnards lef
iinle room for doubt that the ap-
proach adopted by the legislation
was serously Aawed.

in Pecember, the Senale adopead
a motion pot by Tanwor-base:d
Sensior David Brownhil! for o full-
ranging inqgidry.

Anrd on February 11, folicwing
pressuie i the Lower House from
Qpposition legal spokesman Andrew
Peacock, Attornay-General Michae]
Duify anrounced the Goverpment
would support the inguiry.

Mt Monk's campeigning had
borne frit.

The 42-year-old salesman whi
visited Tamworth this week said his
concers about the Family baw Act
startec afier he was subjected 1o its
workings on separating from Ris
wife in 198R.

““in December, & jndge in the
Famulby Court al Parramana detec
mined I wouid only be aliuwed w
ses my Ewo sons o edght hours
each ftetnight,”” he explaimeg.

i considered the raling totally
unfust and was sstomished a jodos
eould bave suck power,”™

Ir Monks sad. over the follow-
igg manths, 0is concern grew until
in May. 1989, ke staged a protest
domaensgiration outside Parraminiis
2ourt.

“I didn't @ake long for me o
vorne arpund w2 the view an inquiny
ire the Act was necessary.

“in Apgust. FRRS, T started v
CAMPaign = win suppart for 2o
quiry.’’

Mr Monks szid he guickly
eniisted the help of Senator Brows-
kil who called for wkfosnetion trom
peomie affecied by the Acr

“His office was soon foosed
with complains from peopie dissai-
iz with Its workings. " ko vaid.

The ugynievad fiher szid nis
s mEXt OCCVE Was T canvisce the Ause-

© aise beheves the Act cives judzes top

v

i

nk .
raliagn Democrats 1o suppon an in- !
quiry.

1 insugated & phone and letter
campalgn o Democtar politielans and
the responsz was so overwheiming that
12 December they gave un inguiry
their backing.

“wAnd that 15 when the scaalar’s
[DeiEon war passed.’

Seniir Brownhill s2ys he is con-
cerned the Act hes ne feeth o enforee
the rghts of con-custody parenss. He

jan Mo

much discremionany povwsr aver mainke-
uanve, DIOPCTLy Wil HCCESS ISsUes.
The iepislatian itsell dewrs public
guestioning of judpes’ decisions b
placing those wha spzak oow about 3
judgment o contampt of court
Mr Monk said he baiieved the A
sl be sorsiched nor pacched up.
“Paiching has bean soing on sinee
1993, but hag breught no siewiican:
improvement.” hz aig.
Bt Mok said whst was

- succesyful in fight 1o have Family Law Act reviewed.

VWe nead 2 svsiem of medistion

i where couples are ensouraged over a

number of sessiouns o resolve malnte-
nanee, property and access issnes be-
ween thamsabives, ™ be sl

““This woald redice the incidence

of murdar and suleite associgted with

[Emmily JiSpuiantion.

It would be less expensive T
thoss arfected 2nd to the nation.

CAnd most mporzathy, there
would be less animasiy whizch can
aniy e beneticial to children whoe
seein 10 seffer inpst under the present
awslem

UThe adversanal svaten pEnesates
so much animosity that peonie chooss
0 1ZN0T SOUTT OTELrs,

“Whkar 15 nesced s o sysizm whi
griconrages peuzle o sobve their own
vroblens.

1 undersiangd thar in France, 2
CoUpie cannad goproach @ courm ungl
Lhurx Bave workoed aal what they saeod
toodo oD e (des ennrmonsly

h

f
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Family Law crusader welcomes
parliamentary inquiry proposal

A MARK ROBINSON

Fan Monk is elased
that the paruamentary
inquiry whirh he has
spent the last two years
vigorpusly caimpaigning
for i fimally to izke
place.

The 41 wear old
divorces from Epping in
Sydney, has worked
trelessly campaignirg
through orotests, parlia-
mentarians and the media
for an 4l inquiry imto the
Fanily Law court and the
Act that govemns i,

Victery finally came in
December last vear when
Democral senators in
Federal Parliament
agreed {o sppport an
motioe for an Uiy
imitiated by WNationa!
Party Sepator David
BErownhiil. R

In February Attorney
General Michael Duffy
anpounced ihat lhe
partismentary ioquiry
into family law wonld be
2 joint one,

Te describe Mt
Monk's reaction to the
news of, first a senate and
now a joint pariamentary
inguiry, &s ecstatic,
would be an underslate-
Ment. ’

““This is without dooht
the biggest achievement
of my career. To wmy
koowledge there has
never  befors in
Awnstralian history been z
joint  parliamentary
muiry imo the one of the
COUTEE .

I am plzased 100 that
the work [ have doas,
basially by mysell, has
paid ~off and  that
someihing is fipatly Lo be
done.

bir Monk began his
campatgn  following a
Dracember 1988 cowrt
decision saw him stpped
of joint guardianship of
biz some and access
Timnited to =ight hours a
formigh.

B was a decising,
breught dows in  the
Parramatia Farnily Courd,
which, he said filled him
with 'unimaginable

hotror. ™

T wousid describe what
I was pui shroagh by the
Family Count as totally
umjust humiliation.™

Detenrined to push for
the abolition of the
system  of  jostice
administerad by the
Family Conet, his one
man campaign started in
August [985 and  has
taken him (rovgh NSW,
Victworia, {meensland and
Scuth  Australia — ©
protests ouiside family
faw conrts, DEWSDAPETs,
radio stations and
television debates.

He stood as a candidate
for ihe Senate in the
Federal Election last
year, purcly as a single
tssue  candidate  deter-
mined ta raise the public
ceOscIOUsness | on the
issue of the Family Law
Act and s court systam
of arbiwation,

Since he bepan cam-
paigning for change, be's
veceived sirong support
from across Awusirafia,
“There 15 widespread
dissatisfaciion with the
laws.

“li 1 widely pereeived
by both men and women,
that they get a raw deal
from the Family Law
Court 2014 that the sysiem
of divorce shoukd be
changed.””

Omce the call for an
inquiry was picked up by
Senztor Brownhill, Monk
pathered support for a
massive phone and mait
cARnpaRign O encourage
the Democrats to commit
themselves (o support the
nguiry.

Bot the fact that bhis
goul of a parilamentary
inguiry has been reached
dass 5ot mean the end of
the fight for change.

hWonk i cautious
predicting the outeosns of
the purligmeniery
inguiry: '@ reaiizc that
ot pariiamentary
mmgpirics ate often & way
for the govamwment 1o
bury an issue rather than
throwing light on i,

““The transfey frem a

Sensle inguiry ko a join
parliamentary one will
not necessarily tead to a
broadening of the terms
of reference.

Mr Mank halieves the
ierns of reference for the
ipguiry will bc z vital
forbearer of its findings.
“Ii for example they £ail
1o coasider the guestion
of deashs and snicides
related to family coort
matters, which ¥ believe
are the greatest singlc
indiciment of the present
system, that witl be a
raajor failing.

“The inguiry muest
guestion the use of an
adversariai system  of
justice which I belicve

should be abolished. The -

lawyer versus fawver

- s¥stem crealss enomnous

animosity befween

parents and effectively

prevents them from co-

operating i rsaching a
ent.

“The failure between

parems 12 agres is to their

own detriment and o the
detriment  of their
chiildren.

“What needs to be
looked at is  the
replacement  of the
adversarial system with
one of mediation i which
couples are encouraged o
resolve problems be-
tween themselves.

T think that a system
of mediation would work
in 90 per cent of cases
with th: power of
resobution given back o
the individuals, Cbvious-
Iv not every-couple can
come to an aEreement,
bt ceriainly muediation
shauid be a pre-requisite
tey fidgation.

“Mediation would
make the divorce provess
much less siressful for
thaose  invelved and
cheaper.

Anather particuiar arca
of concerz: is the ole of
the lepal profession. He
says, rather succincily:
“We o ocannot trust the
lepal profession or the
bareaucracy to look afrer
the public nierest. ™

Lawyers, he savs, gzin
grest [finencial reward
from involvement in
famity law matiers and
worid no doubi be
opposad o radiecal
chanpes 1o the crrent
system of administering
tamily law.

The position of the
Labor Government may
aiso prove a stumblng
Plock. *'I am  not
confident of significant
teform under the present
Lanor Governmeni. They
have people with streng
tigs to the party who are
closely conncoted io the
tamity law court and the
legislation that govems its
aperalion.

“*The Whitlarn Labor
Government made valp-
able chauges w0 the
Family Law  Act
including the no fault
provision but vo my mind
they did not go far
enoigh.”

The tarms of reference
of the inquiry shoukd also
include examination of
the curremt counssllicg
process, cusiody and
access, property  settle-
ments, enforcement
provisions and the
discrenion exercised by
the Family Court, Mr
Mok says.

in am aitempt o
increases pitblic swareness
zbout the immirent
parliamentary “loqeiry,
Mr Maork §s  again
travelling the counrry,
speaking Lo media
representatives and
eacowraging members of
the public to speak out
abone the family law
Sysien.

He szes fis roke now as
being part of the broad
public debate, attempting
o siirnulate discussion on
Family Law reform and
ie push for change.
Membears of the pablic
wishing to contribute
information  to  Llhe
mariiamnentary  indguiry,
br Monk says, shouvld
comiact the Tamworth
office of Mational Party
Senator Devid Browmbitl.



‘angnd
ayy woi suossngns dondessz 51 goym
Axnbur ayl pEay [ [IYUACTY HNEUDS

“HONISTe
IXau g0 amp parosdya oy 2u013a 7661
wadny ut niueiied o) paypasaad 56 pleos
uoder jewy wopes [INusolg dowuag

3220A1p JUrF28 IS0 10 uopeauad
ay) jo 2q o} sofpal 1] pjnem Nuop Jpy
"pres
¢ ., 'sreed JAl} I5Ue ponad MADIINL B
YA UNOT) i AIRIRY SY) WY S0E Jiog
sodpnl 38 01 1] piaos T pue i Smoed s
BI0U PUE SIOU PUR JIIHI0& YT Ul AJIU
-npodde (unbs pawarep aavy ustiom

-afueno [ei20s paroud]

A0 UF AP SsLdbande] W pUE Jlugy
2 UE ojor s vomiom 935 of dn jg3norg
ale e jo 00 sofpnl Aoau se sodpof
$0 93¢ Buuysl syl Auwexs 01 UONAAD
g AINDUET a1} pMEOS[RM By prEs aff
TEnio) € simoy wE1e po sse0ow
umy Sumkresd pue 314 s0y 0] £DO1SND PRYD
Jead oooesp uno> e Moo 6861
Ajapa ug uZmdnieg Spy pOMIES JUOR LN
"PIRS |[MiAGAg poTENag | ‘usnodio) nayo
st spaaedpuedd ap Jo yascuEsy oy,

: “surapgqoad faawdy Jo
FSMBIAG PIOT SY4 Ui I LD U010 Sham, Fius
-Iedpuerd jo ned soo pEIe). yora sanoy
M B0 pOYIEUEE 553008 pRy ssnods auo
AU SATUD WY SIPME SBa 3 PIPPE 91

PIAS HIUAOIY I0IUAG
e emenp oyr stanued Yog 4G pasazow
ATenbz g wuurs sdoxd omy Jo a0

|

Wi A PRI PO B ALM 298 JouaeD 3,
"CLGI W powely ATRALI0 sem
garga 10t o) oul Arnbur Asenrsoreeed
B SEAL DI3Y] 20UIS STRAA ()] MOU SEM )T SE
UDIENNNERD papas SIUNDapas Aaadosd
PUE SUISEDAP APOISnD 01 Tunejas S1aNETY
PAPIOATE D0 ABGL LAY
BROD [UHOSIDADE oWl Il RIpsand wummig
ifypin o) uorgipaw o sseydurs eaid e
apnjaw of Lmnbut a3 jo ynsor v 52 pafoeys
230 108 201 J5 durpiom syl J1 pies ay
"PIES [[IHUMOIE JOPEUE | “1IDS S8 14n07)
#ef Alnoeyg o) 1o voneado 213 01 108 a4
wy soBueta apqissod o1 passaIppe oq 1 pey
HONs 20UDIAI0S JO SWIIN 20) U] PaJ2sod
G J0U PINOY RIANWL JATOVES (IS,
“ISUA[OTA ()
BOUALALM OB 0] D24) SI0M FUOIESILLONS
Bumgewr oydood pres T ymely ue deuss

gt L A2IBUT AU 10J mcnmw.wmﬁ paoap
SONUT OUM  JPUOMOIE  DIARG J0jRURg

TMOCHFRIPILT PUE DODEINGIE 1O @SR Joawaad
o SN Suy Te o] jim' Annbur sy

TUOTRNIS AT @ U7 SILINSI9APE

sg pamd srouned BURI0AlD 208 (EMLM

19e w1 j0 uonuade Juasald po jpnep oumid
Ay SRAUPPE OF UmLEd & Aunbm gy

‘sreak

om1 wed oyl Suinp J03 paudiedurns suy sy

oy Asinbioy seaneiussoaday jo asnopy
pue arusg Wb 9l O AUSINEE [ SWIY]
1TE19A0 OUI PURIGHIDA SEY WO I

. -Keprzsad
SBumiy b, IO WO ug; 2 Joudmd
MR BIGIRr W0y awtp Afeg og o
Aunbur Fuwoo = ¢ 20Ul [0 g b
S8 UOIENJORL PSHTSN SRBU PIOOLS 80M0A13
REM PSWIDOENE IS DUR WL BT

. k%. .ﬁm T ﬁgfé,\. AM — m\.)ﬁ 4 {A o <~W|¢m,w ?»

VU

R




; Staff reporter, KATRINA
BEIKJFF, examings com-
plaints about the Famity
iaw Act in Australia which
has iriggered = parfiainenta-
B { ry inquiry into the system.

iThe inquiry will examine,
: amenag other things, divorce
and child access settie-
i menis. Resulis from the in-
iquiry intc the sysiem ara o

be relegsed by 1992,

HAVING battied (hrough the
“medieval cruelty’ of a systom
he claims produces mothing but
confiict, Svdney divorces Mr laa
Monk is releved at least ons of
his strugeles i3 now owver
Mr Monk has spemt the last
‘WO yesrs campaigning against
the family law system mvolving
divorce and child access settle-
neots — a sysiem he blamed
for making kis ilife an zbsoluie
Tisery.
B nir Mook said his efforis to
chamge that systers finaiiy came
o froition last month wilth the
B stablistinent of an mquiry into
family iaw approved by Faderl
Farliament,
.' ““Ihe Family Law Ast of
1975 was somefing straight ow
o the dark ages — it was the
mest psychologically and emo-
tionally “bruts] thing I"ve aver
I seem through,” he said.

And Mr Monk was not the
-nly person tg hisve expressed
sxtreme dissatisfaction with the
svetern with oumercus com-
Hlaints triggering the parliamen-
ary imguiry. the dnving foree
behind the federal cominides,
NSW Sepator, Mr David Hrown-
aill gaid,

Mir Monk bepgas his campaign

o chaege the aperations of the
Family Law Court in Awvgust
1977 geiluwing 2 decision bv the
Parematie Court o limi Bis 2o-
cess W his Twe sons o eighi
hewms 2 forig,

Mr Monk, who gzined only
timised access due o his psyoho-
togical background, travetled i
l Taims in October 198% to Tally

suppart for Bis personal crussde.

i was ntteriy homrified at e
! arder for my access (o My sond

-

the Farnily

. ral Pahament has laumched sn inoutiry
buw Act which has been described by 2

into the

aperation of
Sydney divorcea

as 2 “systam which fosters animasity between the parente and en-
ables one to use children 2s a weagen”,

[ was stripped of my children
ang am hemg deniad 2 basic hu-
man right,’" be said.

“This system fosters animdosi-
ty betwesn the parcnis and en-
abics one to us: children =ss 2
wenpon.”' be said

Mr Moak said the basic strac-
ture of the eotire system nesded
& drastic shake-up fo swing
amway from an advemsahive ar-
ranpanent iowards mediation.

“The gnviropment that exists
it the sysizm now 6 S0 €mo-
tionally and psyehologically bru-
tal that it causes murders and
smeides,” he said

“People dou’t resliv koow
how hard it is unttl they've been
there — i is =6 stressiul be-
cause 1L praduces & win-oss sie
uetion and i really doss cause
these murders and suicides,”” be
said.

And thers have Htzrally hsen
hundreds of dsaths thai coulg be
direetly Linked w the processes
of the Australizr Family Law
Coerts &irce e initiaden of the
1975 Act, sccornding W & Rock

hampton researcher, Mr Cameron
Smyth.

Mr Smyih, a member of the
Lone Fathers Association, sawd
last week he had studied infor-
mation vo 200 recorded deaths
in Australia over four years from
1980-1982 and 1989-1990.

“I was ahsalntely shocked at
the numbers of deaths. They are
predominantly a male thing
where the busband shoots him-
self or the wife and child and
then himssif,' be said

“It is abselute incompetence
and neglipence that zo stady has
been donc ioto these deaths —
there probably has not been one
because they are scarsd of ihe
Tesnlts,”’ he sad.

““More people have dizd in
amd around Faruly Law in Aus
traliz than Ausiallan troeps in
the Vietnam War ™"

IMr Monk said bis proposed
sysiem wounid be g far less
stiessful form of dispute resolu-
tiont than the cumrent archeic
method of saliling disputes,

e peed ta 2aobisk the ad-

e Pag 8 Cottas Pt My, AbHL 8, 1501

varsarial sysiermn and oreate an
arena for mediation, assisting the
couple to sort out their prob-

erirs.

“Ger 1id of lawyers. They
praduce an environment entsiling
enormous emotional and finan-
cial costs,”” he said

*1 realise that not 2ll couples
wilt be able 10 agree, s a muta-
ally agreed arbitrator could be
the next siep in the system.
Conples really determzned pot to
agree then need to go to a sys- -
tern ke a aourt,”” he said.

However, under the present
family law system, couples were
given the opporiumity at every
ture to resoive their problems
withoui legal interveation, &
Catms selicitor, Mr Michaei
Keogh said.

Mr Keogh said most psople
who took legal action the
Family Law _act bhad sought

“gounselling first anyway and

werz opting for court action as a
final course.

““The Family Court's prirnsry
abject is to upheld the marregr.
1" it obviously can’i, then it
seeks o reconcile the differences
as efficiently as possible and
come tp with some sott of com-
PrOMTLSE.

“To use the tenminology of a
winner apd 2 loser in family
taw, as Mr Monk has dooe,
takes away from the whole Act.
Family Law courts are there just
to provide a compromise,”’ he
said.

Mr Keogh said lawyers wers
ai the forefront on promoting
reconciliation between iheir cli-
ents and were needed to help
sort out the issues that the cou-
nle invalved couldn™t

Ta set up a new system of
commselling and mediation with
coort proceedings as a finel op-
tion weould really he establishing
z _Sé,rstem that aircady cxisted, he
szid.

Results from the parliamenta-
¥ enquiry into the operation and
interpretzticn of the Family Law
Act of 1975 are to be recleased
by August 1992,

The public may sesk farther
information op the engquiry by
contacting Senaiar Davittil Brown-
Bl on (063 277 3705,
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An Eastwood man has succeeded in
winning a joini parliamentary inguiry of the
Senzte and Honse of Represengatives ineo the
cperations of the Family Coun, following a
nationwide campaign,

Mr fan Monk, 2 42-year-old property
magager who is diverced, said that the
inguiry — the terms of reference of which zre
yet te by set — was agreed to in the Senaie
late last vear.

A farge number of complaints received by
ihe NSW National Party’s Senator David
Brownhill had convinced him to move for a
Senate inguiry, with the suppori of the
Opposition and the Austzalian Democrats.

in Febrouasy this vear, the Federal Atior-
ney-Gengral, Mr Duffy, announced ehat the
Federal Government had agreed the inguiry
shontd be a joint one.

Mc Monk said be believed the Family
Court was “adversarial” in pitting parent
agdainst parent; controfled by “elitists™ such
as the Law Reform Commission, Instituie of
FPamily Studies and the Aworney-General's
Department; and only succeeded in enrrich-
ing the legal profession.

He wanted it replaced by compulsory
“mediation”, using the Nobie Park Cenire in
Melboume 25 a model.

At Noble Park, estranged couples atiend
six to eight sessions of cosnselling to resalve
property, custody and maintenance sctils-
mients. Mr Monk said in 90 per cent of cages,
litigation had beer avoided.

He said the Family Count discriminated
against fathers in divorcs seitlements.

bir Monk does mot want to replace the
“no-lault™ divorce principle, introduced in
1974 by the late Attorney-Generai and High
Court Judge, Justice Licnel Muerphy.

Instead, he wants i cxiende? 1o “no-fault”
costedy, maintenance and accese. “Te §s
merely ar extepsion of the existing philosa-
phy.” he said.

However, he said he belisved any moves to
amend the Family Court would be srongly
resisted by the legai profession, which emjoys
“eagy and locrative” work under its auspises.

fault® primciple t¢ custody.

“They [the lawyers] have sat by while
thousands of Australians hzve suffered,” he
satd, “They have ignored the issues of murder
and suicide, sometimes vp to 50 4 year, that
are comiected with the adversarial system
froee which they profil”

He would like to see solicitors banned
from & reformed Family Cowrt.

Mr Mank's campaign begaa in December
1938 when he protested outside the Family
Courtin Pareamatta. The campaign has taken
bimt from Caimns to Adeiaids, | '

in Fehruary {989 ke advertised for a
solicitor te take his own case on & “no win-no
fec” basis.

“I received onty one call fram 2 lawver, bui
many from men,” he said. “[ gﬁickly got the
feching there was a lot of dissatisfaction,
especially among fathers who had access
problems, property decisions that were
biased against them and maintenance orders
that were unreasonable.

“The whele sysiem was showa 10 be 2
rip-off, where the only winners were the
fawyers.”

Last year, Mr Monk siood snsuoesssfuliv
for the Senate, with relorm of the Famiiw
Court the centrepiece of &is campsipn, He
said ihat his candidacy helped tocus atten-
tion or the systam.




mMuﬂﬂEﬂ.ﬂ-__---'.“h“ﬂ.‘-ﬂ-:-u--

(./

\

PARLIAMENT OF AU3STRALIA

JOINT SELEGT COMMITTEE ON CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE OPERATION
AND INTERPRETATION OF THE FAMILY LAW ACT

BARLIAMENT HOUSE

GANBEARA ACT 2600

TEL: {06y 27T #1329
FAX: (08} 2¥? 2220

i5 May 1531

Mr Ian Monk
8 Stanley Road
Epping NSW 2121

Dear ¥r Monk

Thank vyou for vour letter of 22 april 1§%1, forwarding a
collection of newspaper articles relating to your work in the
Family Law arsa teo the Committee. As the material was

not prepared specifically for the purposes of this inquiry, the
document has besn listed by the Committee as an exhibit rather
than a submissicn.

At its last mesting, the Committee discussed your reguest that
the Terms cof Reference be amended tc allew the Committes to
investigate all murders and suicides arising from judgements by
the Famiiy Court. The Committes is very aware of the tragedies
that have occurred in the community and no doubt will receive
additional informatiocn on this subject. However, it is the
Committee’s firm view that the Terms of Reference, as they
currently stand, allow for a detailed investigation of the gauses
of such deaths, including custody, access or preoperty disputes.
In addition the Committee will be locking at the effectiveness

of the Family Court Counselling Service. The recommendations
that will flow from ovr Inguiry will hepefully reduce the number
of such tragedies in the future. The Committee does not,

therefore, support eny altsration to the Terms of Reference.
The Committee would welcome & submission from you detailing what
changes to the Act vyou believe are required. For wyour
information I have enclosed a copy vf cur Terms of Reference, a
list of the Membership of the Committee and a short note on the
preparation of submissions.

Thank you for yvour interest in the work of the Committee.

Yours sincersely
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it is 16 vears since the
masaive reform of our
divorce laws and the
establishinent of ihe
Familv Court. Now many
belisve 1t 1s time we
lonked again ar the laws
which govern the verv
p

hasis o society — our

family life

B PROLE VOTARS AlG
HELIAN BICFARE AME

Tr i 1871, Trom s fifth fleor hotel win-
dow 2 private detecrive with z telephor
1'3115 SHEP‘S 4 WoItian ellleriﬂg an EPS,"[-
ment block. Soen atler —~ 1o the horror of
ike woman and her iover — he suddenty
appears #1 2 window, flashlight popping
a5 ke photograpiis them naked in bed
togetner. As thew freeze in frigh:. the
detecnive takes the intimate and revesi-
ing picreres that will be tendered as
evidence in g divorce case.

Onee in court aeum of lavvers works
io Bhacken the womens repuration, im-
pugn her characrer and eswhiish her
fauil’ in the mardage. Her husbend i
1a the peivale detec-

ived taugh sl ihe

sy 1o the banl,

Ths was e story in the bad old davs
before 1973 when, under the guidanes
ol the then Attorney Gieneral, Vi Lionel
tdurphy, the whitlam Government
passed ihe Fomily Law A1 and {neo-

duced mo lsuly divorce. Muvee

MER SOMARN FIME 1%




1 wouid such sordid scenes be played oot

--in o7 nutside of our couTts.

Massive reform meant the estab.
lishirent of the Family Court which
would not lock for gnilt and which, it
was expected, would deal in a civilised
and fair manner with divoree, financial
znd propeny setllement. The issnes of
£hild custedy and aceess waorld be
decided in the interest of the child
before the interesis of e parents.

Almost everyene heaved a sigh ot
relief.

Sixteen years later, with Australia 5
very different place in the MNineties than
i; was in the Seventies — and with one in
three tmarriages ending in divoree -
wany people have begun questioning
the Family Law and the operation of the
Family Court,

here is the guestiun ol cul-

tural znd relizious differen-

ces in Australizs now very

diverse soctety. And there is

the major question that few

pecple want o address - that
of the alarming number of horrendous
acts of violence, murder and suicide
which seem to be linked te Family
Court dedisicns,

Pressure from lobby groups and in-
dividuals has succeeded in bring these
questions before the commmunity and the
government fas underiaken 1wo
separate inquities into the Family Law
and areas where it may be reformed.

Law reform campaipner fan Mook,
42, of Epping in Sydney; has made his-
tory by beceming the fitst privale
individual in Australia ro succeed in
having s Joint Parlamen:ary Indquiry sc
up. Undey the spensorship of Nattonal
Barty $enator David Brownhill the com-
mitiee wiil look inko most aspects of the
Family Counts operations,

Bt Fan Mank says he is bitterly Sisap-
pointed thal the wrmsof reference of the
Inquiry do not include the ssue of mur-
der/euicides ¥nked to Family Court
decisions. Mr Monk says (s is the mest
irporant fssue of all

The Senate loquiry will assess und
veport on family connsetling aad medis-
tiun services, the proper reschalion of
custody, guardianship. welfare and
access dispuies, property dispares -
inciuding those it de facto marriage
relationships — the enforcement of fghts

and duties under the Family Law Act,
the adversariat systerm and its costs, the
secrecy of the Family Court and the
1eiining age for its judges.

To logl at the uperasior: of the Family
Law in a culiurally diverse sociery, the
government hes given the Australian
Law Reform Commmission (headed by
Justice Elizabeth Evatt) the task of con-
sulting the comraunity and preparing
receemmnendations for reform.

While there are wniversal ruies that
goverr. family relarionships, such as
those on incest, in all laws of the world,
otnsr differences can be substantial.

In fundzmentalist Iskamic countries
like Iran, for example, all commands
and prohibitions of the religious law are
aiso laws of the state, The Catholic and
Greek Cribodox Churches have specisl
tribunals which grant anmulmenis
{Catholic) and religious divorces {Or-
thadox). Members of the Jewish faith
divorce by the murmal delivery and ac-
cepance of the *Get”, while under Is-
lamic law the husband may wnilaterally
divorce his wife.

According 10 a Catholic prest in Mel-
bourne: “In Ausiralia, Christian values
gre ail pervasive in our laws — bt the
separaton of church and siare is jealons-
iy guerded as 3 pilier of freedom. Most
pries:s vaiue this.”

But lawyer Nadia Vadim says the fami-
by is still protected under the Family
Law Act, but the Christian notion of
tamily is broadened under the law:

“Drstinctions are now hlurred be-
tween martiage and de facto relation-
ships, especialiv when there are
children. The faw does nos provide a
defimttion of Tamily’,

“I1. defines martinge, but only to the
extent of saving what are the basic
Teciprocal duiies and obligations of has-
band znd wile, how a marriage is legatly
constituted = and, mosi importantly,
how it can be ended.”

Ferminisis supported the acw Tamily
Law Act of 1975 because it gave women
equal s1zme 10 men in the family, and
children wem expressiy protected from
abuse ol authority. Ower the years, how-
gver, allegations of inconsistencies in
the law have been raised from diverse
quarters. For insiznce, conservatives
have said Lhe protection given to the
family ¢ the natursl and fundamentsl
urit nf sectery conrrases with the teality

thar marniage can he easily terminated
by one purty afier a years separaion.
O the other side, there have been
complains the definition of marriage as
‘the uaivn of raan and woman for Hie' is
(00 MArFew, 85 iv ignores the cealiy of
many life-long hemosexiz] unions.

| zdia Vadim points oul the
paracox that while we are
free o marry whomever we
like with a wide choice of
ceremony — if we decide to
end a marriage, afl freedom
of choice has gone. Under Austalian
law anly the Family Court has the
pO“’EF Ha granl a d‘i‘i-"G]:CC.

And the natere of ‘no-fauly’ diverce
proceedings can mean some propie feel
cheated of 2 chance wo air their views
and to put their side of the story.

“{ would have liked the optiem of
venting in court why my marmiage broke
up,” savs one man whao diverced in bel-
bourne in 1989,

*| felt mo-one really considered the
rights end wrongs of what had hap-
pened anl my children's welfare and fu-
tore was decided without wking to
acceunt that she was unfzirhful and tha:
cke left me for another man. And ! had
16 iose mote than balf what T had
worked so hard w0 eam.”

Fatms Mahmond, 2 social worker
with the Lebapese comlmunity, makas
the point that in some Austrdlian im-
migrant communities, marriage is more
than 2 personal relatonship betwesn
U parlics.

“It, plays a role in esiablishing stats
and honour and muinteining alllances
berween families. o some cases an ‘easy”
divorce is a threat to the stability of an
extended group of {arailics or even of &
small comrmunizy”

The question is — should the law be
changed 20 suit the changing culture of
the population?

New Woman readers can play a role in
law refors -~ by answering the guestions
in our sarvey on the Family Law on page
34 or by writing in and telling us your
thouphis un the operations of the Law
and the Family Couri.

New Womnan will pass on your letiers,
and the resnlts of our survey, w the
Senate Incuiry inte the Family Law and
1o the Ausirelisn Zaw Reform
Conamission’s commitiee of inquire. #

While we are free o marry whomever we like with 2
wide choice of ceremony ~ if we decide to end a
inarriage, alf fresdom of choice has gone

1 NEWS WOMAR IUME A
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» home, abuse, banging on doots, threars
and withhelding mosey.

The trauma affects evervone — the
divorced mother left 1w carry the burden
of bringing up children alone, the
children torn between two warring
parents, and the women and childver, of
seeond marriages and new relationships
who often have to bear with the bagles
through no fauit of their own,

nd it is not uncommon for
teenage children who have
Hved with ane parent ail
g their tives to chaoose 1o bve
with the orher parent when

¥ WBHhey are in thelr teenage
vears. The difficulty here may be tha: the
ron-cusiodial parent suddenly finds
nimself with a teenage son or danghuer
who he hardly knows.

Based on our society’s general beliaf
that i is zerter for children to lve with
2n¢ parent than with twe dispueng
parenis, the Family Covrt grants sole
cestody of children 1o one patent while
the otker, non-custodial parent is
granted  specified amount of ‘access -
that is, he or she can sec the children far
a day or iwo days per week or forinight.

So while the principle of "no fanit
divorce” was enshrined in the Family
Law Act of 1973, the Courts power 1w
grant custody of childven wo ore pavent
makes it still seem fke one parert is the
winner and one parent is the loser.

The Court’s responsibility in deciding
rustody disputes is 0 delermine the in-
terest of the child hefore the interess of
the patents. And so 3 will examine the
question of fanlt’ in relation 1o chiidren
— that is, the Coure will lock at any his-
toxy of violence, sexual abuse or any risk
to & childs interests before deciding on
custody and access,

When there is no swong indication
that the child should be kept away from
one parent in favour of another, the
parent who is the ‘loser feels a5 if he
being puntshed for the crime of having
his marriage end in diverse,

Chvicusty it is beiter for everyone -
father, mother and children — when
parents cen agree berween themselves
and de not have 10 call zpom the conrs
to make a decision that so deeply affecss
their lives. And the majorivy of divereed
parents 4o just tha,

But igr those parenls whe canmg!
rgree the ensuing legal orocess can be
brutal enc de-humanfsing, saye Famiiv
Lew relotm campaignsr lan Mook of
Svaney, who i labbying the Govern-
ment & have the presen: adwversaral
system scrapped.

te wants the awarding of joint cus
todv of children 1o be the Cousrs first

22 NEW WOMAN JLNE i)

option; he wants lawyers removed from
the process of Family Law and replaced
with & system of mediation and the
secrecy of the Court overmied so these
issues can be openly discussed,

“Couples getrng divorced are in-
ngcent peapie,” lan Monk says, “Ther
do not helong in court. Litigation
destroys theiv chanees of reaching 2
compititise solution. Instead, there is 2
winter and a loser —with the ioser total-
Yy humiliated and the winmer gives
speclal cmotional power.”

Ien Monk wants the adversarial sys-
tex: replaced by compulsery medistion
- using the Nable Park Cenire in
Meibourne 25 4 model,

At Noble Fark, divorcing couples zt-
tend six to eight sessions of counseliing
w0 resolve praperty, cuszady and main-
tenance settlements. Monk believes thai
a geod svstem af mediaticn could mean
in as many ac 00 per cent of cases, legst
proceedings conld be avoided.

‘If 2 couple cap co-operate - even
when they don't ger on with sach other
~ evervone benefits,” Monk says, A
mediation sysiem which encourages a
couple o come 1o an agreemen: would
help reduce the pumber of mur
der/suicides, save a remendous amount
of money now spent on legal costs {in-
<lnding legal aid) ard be far beuer for
the chiidren involvec.

"It 12 detrimental to chiidres to grow
uf nel knowing one parent, to be
refused the epportunity 1o give and
receive love from a paren: whao loves
them. If 5 father is g20d enough to heve
unrestricted access 1o his clildren
during a marriage then he is probably
geod enough o nave access ¢o his
children after that mavriage is over,

“If aot. the court could arrAnge ior
properly supervised aceess — which
would still be berter then the parent and
child being cut off from one another®

ian Mork complaing it is very difficult
and “heorrendously expensive® for 2

non-custedial parent to apply to the

" Court foz his aceess ta hiz children to be

increased. “But the custodial parent -
usualy the woman — can far more easily
teduce the amount of access.

“And if she treats the courts access
orders with contempt - 25 is so ofien the
case — rhere 1 1o penalty. But men go o
Jait for contemp: of court orders.”

Cameron Smyth cites the study
*Child Custody and Parental Co-opere-
tor” carried our by Dr Frank 5 Wil-
liams, direcror of Family and Child
Fsychiatry at Californias esteemed
Cedars-Sinai Medical Centre and
presented to the American Bar
Association Family Law section.

The study says it is & myth thas joia
custody can only be effectively under-
teken by co-operative parents. On the
contrary. joint cusiody provides one of
the best nrethods of stimularing 2 degree
of significant and meaningfu} co-opera-
ion in warring parents who would
otherwisz continue years of bating, 1o
the derriment of their children.

h. T Williams says the worst
iR cousequence of 7 sole cus-
a8 tody decision is when the

§ non-custodial parent, ermo-
tionally and physically
depleted, gives up and walks
away from his family.

“Although children hate the fighting
and wish it would stap, they mis
interpte: the parent giving up the fight
as thal parent nok caring enough abor:
thems,” Dr Witliams says.

“These children frequently become
depressed, lack self-esteem and often go
o 1o mistrust and fail in adult relation-
ships, for several veasons. They rend to
tee people as good or bad, right or
wriong, loving or hateful, worthy of
gratitude or worthy of purishmeni.
They may leave home prematurely or
turn against the custodial parent later in
life when they realise that they were

WHERE TO GET COUNSELLING FOR VIOLENT MEN

MSW: There ere no government-iunded proarammes in NSW. For advice
calt the MBW Marriapa Councl, Ms Kerry Jamss, (02) 745 4411,
YiC: Call the Demestic Viefence and fucest Cemire, {(3) 387 8185,
QLU: Several services funded by the Dagt of Family Serviges,
comact 8e Christine Nolas (07 227 5920,

SA: Bomesiic Violense Service, {08} 207 8060,

TAS: Men Gvarcoming Vioience (IOVE] Bept of Community Services,
1802} 334 700, Cantact fs Janing CoomBs.

Wik Marriage Suigancs Gouncil, Ofice of the Famify, (08) 222 0333,
Ms Sua Remshaw
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8 Stanfey Road
EPPING NSW 2121

Phone: (02) 876 2019

S the Parlfamentary Enquiry Into the Family Court scems set o change significantly
divoree in Australia, but just who is responsible for this? Was it him or was it her?

T met her at the time | started a gentle one-man proiest in front of the old Parramatta
Family Court. Faisely representing herself as dumb but with real bionde hair and big
tits, T thought I might be anto sometiing good here. Oh how wrong can you be! Soon
she was quietly asking about my pians. What plans, I thought. Well, she said, how about
o demonsiration - you know police, police dogs, water canon, thousands of
demonstrators, front page and TV coverage.

Where didl this woman get these ideas from? She wenl to a private schuol, lived on the
feafy ultra-conservative North Shore and sent all her kids to the "right" schools.

Fortunately for me ihe event proved to be something less. The only police who drove
past seemed more interested in passible parking infringements.

She was not deterred. 1t was heyond dispute by this stage that this was her campaign.
Pulting out maps of Australia and Margaret Gee’s Media Guide, she directed me to
protest in front of Femily Couris in MNewcastle, Wollongong, Albury, Dandenong,
Melhourne and Adelaide. she let me off protesting in Queensland because the
authorities were inclined to lock people away, which would pbyiously set her campaign
back. This woman was in & hurry. Targets were set. There was to be a minimum of five
media interviews per day while on the road. "Start with the radio stations", she said.
"They open abowut 3a.m.". This woman is manic, I thought. "Then go to the newspapers.
They're open by Ya.m. and you'l find the TV stations stilt open for news till around
p.m. Go round the back door if the front one is closed. On public holidays ring them

up at home and get them out.”

When T got to Cairns, I rang home to see if I could come home. Hal she wanted me to
go round Australia. 1t was, after ali, a national issue, she insisted quite correctly.
Fortunately I was out of money.

Naturally she aiso planned the finances. Try o get free accommodation from friends
wherever possible. Always ask for contributions. in Gladstone | paid $16 for bed and

breakfast. That pleased her.

1 was uncomfortable and apprehensive by this activity {1 too was sent 1o a private school)
and was quietly looklag for a way to cscape. An sxcellent out arrived. A letter from the
Director of Public Prosecutions threatening me {me?) with prosecution with 2 maximum
penalty of 12 months inside,

Wauldn't you know it? She had ziready effected a plan for such tough moments. Being
widely read, she was aware of General Patton’s view that a man who can’t scTew can't
fight. She refined this somewhat emde theory into ome of her own, which must have
been along the lines of "give a man everything he wants and he won't baulk at anything”.
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So she asked to see the letter - No, she said, what this letter really says is that they are
not going to prosecute you and you are to conlinue. ! didn’l understand I had read the
letter carefully bul, more mmportantly, I was not in control here.

There were other things 1 didn’t understand. In common with other members of her sex,
she got breakfast, drove the three kids to school, went to work, picked up kids after
school, cooked dinner, did washing, ironing, kept on goad terms with her ex-hushand but
then had endless energy ani creativity for might time aciivities (ok 1o have been 17 again
and thenk God [ didn't have a job to go to in those days).

So I offered to collect her young daughter from Ravenswood, She spoke privately to her
daughter. The answer, no thanks, it would be 100 embarrassing in my car. What rubbish,
I had never been embarrassed at the traffic lights in my Brock Comnnodore against any
BrMWs, Hondas, ket alone Volvos or the oh so appropriate Land Cruiser type shugs seen
most offen clawing their way over the muddy rocky terrain of the North Shore. :

Tt even got to the point of her sitting up in bed reading The Declaration of Husnan Rights
and The Intemational Covengnt on Civil and Political Rights. Her conclusion, Australians
needed their own Bill of Rights. It was 2.30s.m. - she picked up her pen. Being
corcerncd that she had to go to work soon 1 softly enquired if perhaps for this very
important work there might not be a better time and place. For once she agreed.

She wrote press reieases, formuiated policy, advised va which politicians to approach
and made swift changes of direction i her campaign to maximise her stfectiveness.
Nobody could hold me te account for this, surely?

After an interview on the 7.30 repori, which t had the temerity {0 organise mysels, she
was aghast to discover that I wore a jumper and was sccn sitting there with virtually
nothing to say. [ was 1o po immediaiely, purchase a coat and tic and not conduct
anymore interviews lor whichh she had not briefed me.

So¢ her geoal was reached, but by now she was gone. Then [ remembered a forecast of
hers from a long time age. "When people realise the size of the prize there’s going 1o
be a lot of flak about" A iot of flak! But why 1 it heading toward me?

T the Family Court 1 say, respecifully and members of the Legal Profession, guys, guvs,
vou know what it’s like - I'vc been in conference with you when she rings - don't forget
10 get some fish for dinper tonight and pick up my tennis skirt from the dry cleaners. Of
course you do #s vou're told. Amd that's all 1 did.

To the Honourable Judge, who heard my casc, [ say, respectiully, Your Hoaour heard
the very powerful submissions {fom my ex wife to the effect that T was & ne good
npempioyed, indeed in her view, unempluyable, lay about so [ respectfully submit that it
just could not have been me who was responsibie for these events.

i.ife has reivrped to normal @osend ofl applications for employment, waich the Touring
Car Raees and go out on dates with pleasant, ¥ a touch unexciting women. For all the
irouble she brought me, | sometimes caich myself wistfully hoping {or thai late night call
with an offer of & place in her nexi campaign. She was sinply the best
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375 High Street,
Asbrurton. 3147,
28th July, 1991

Dear ¥r Yonk,

our ‘rod book! srrived safely. T have Just
ng it. ©GChenue zlso received, +thenk you.

[

Tinisaned rezi

|-

You are o ve congratulsgied. It must nave been
extrenely hard work to get this fgr. 0Of course, tue batile
ien't over but at lesst it hes hagurn.

By now you wouwld ¥now thet Feirick considered
lawyers z sorTy lot.

Aflter his book was publisrned we had s stream
of unhepry people on tThe deoorsiep with horrific stories of
injustice from the Court ard Irom lawyvers,

A Tew months age z men ceme to ocilect a book.
He +o0ld me his wife had moved to Adelaide which mede vigits
te his chilildren expensive and far arvart.

T wish you greet success, Vou deserve it

Biezg you.

Qgﬁ@ﬁmﬁ

Dlgs Tennison



Andrew G. L. Monk
12 Linksview Road
Springwood 2777

28/09/19%1

Dear Dad,

I'm just writing a qguick neie akout when we
spoke orr the tfelephone on Friday night talking about the
holiday. I'm going 1o bring my Road Atlas because ['ve
discovered that it has packs more detail than ithe map and i{t's
easier to get out and stuff in the car.

I 've enclosed the plan for the halidays in too so you cahb
get & proper idea of the places we're staying 2t and all that
stuff,

Yours sincieriy.

,/"? rv._' ’/ﬁ “\)

@Fgﬁ}z’{w / @

Andrew &. L. #onk

F. 5. { discovercd in Lhe more detajilied map thait ihe

road from Bombala io Carnn River is just as rugged as the one
ta Orborst, 50 cough up and do it my wayp!
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Holiday Plan

Epping, 3G4kn.

Moefel L Jerrabombherras Avenue, Narrabunda.
2604, §6 295i1LL, Sk4, Canberva, %, 203km.

Manerco, 122 Mavbe Stircet, qubuiaf 2632,
OE 4363500, Shi, Bombaia., *%1/72, Filkm.

Snowy Biver Lodgs, Princess Highway,
Moewmerella, 3884, 05 ShlieZ, s326 - S5,

Grherst / Newmereila, %}/2, Z5%km,.

Morihzide, Old Princess Highway, Bega, 2530,
Dad S21911, 240 - $60, Bega, *%%_ 151km.

Zorba, Uriept Streeti. BDatoemans Bay, 2538,
¥ "25ﬁﬁﬁ Sht - $55, Batomans Bay, ¥*1/2,
26 1km. 724 R
Pigadilly Motor Inmn, 3at Crown Street,
Followgong, 25006, 02 28&553, %55 - §65,
Wollongong, #%%, Blkn.
FEpping.
nev
- {#orning of ) Hotel / Hotel, Addrfes, 777
Sgburk /7 Town, Fostcode,
Tolephone Number, Costi,
Town / City, Stay Rating,
i Kilomeiters To Mext Stop.



Family Court
the
Legal Jungle

by Patrick Tennison

“Boes @ Lacti Consgiracy exisi io avold public exposire of this cowrt -

¢ s, however, become a hushiy tucrative field for those praceitioners whe frarve sed
ouif B speciafise in it completely.”

Why do so many reputable jawyers refuse to practise in the Family Coukrstg
Why are so many who have dealings with 150 gritical of the way it often wor !
‘Why has it become so bitietly condemned by many people whose lives have
been affected by its methods and judaments? )

Secrecy of operation was one of the Famiy Courts ‘Strategic “reform
foundations, when 4 was bom from divoree law reforms in 1675,

Strict prohibition on publications of its cases and methods bas prevented
the public who have not had dealings with i dicovenng 8IY ::ieiai} of its
operations. Bui among those with knowledge of its workings there is mounting
disquiet. ‘ ]

T'o present for the first gme sorre account of this court s dealings from the
:nside. Patrick Tennison alked o a large numberof people who havs seen it al
work: Barristers. Solicitors. Sociel Workers, Psychologsts, Litigants. Members
ofthe Court's staff, He agrees with most uf them who say: "On papes. the court
was an excellent idea. Bul in operation t's not working out that way. Dois a
it conspiracy exist to avoid public cxposure of this court. because it nas
hecome "a good thing” financielly?

Readers of this book wiit judge how thiscourt is functioning. and whe[h&:r :
reforms are not immediately pecessary in what has become one of the world's
mos: vnusual but also most secretive legal arena. '

Pubiished by Patrick Tennison El:isr%)?iscs
175 High Street, Ashburton 3147, Vic,
15t Edition March 1983,

1Jniess and unti! measures such as thess are taken, no Improvement can be
expecied in the Family Court sysier. Troe reform ofit will be difficnlt On legal
matiers, the besi reformers are legal awthoniies. in povale many iegal

i

zuthontizs are deeply concerned at the way the cour is performing. But they
owe an allegirnce, 1. 10 their cotieaguees for whom this is o Jarge and lucrative
area of prachice in g liune whon opportunities for law practitioners are otherwise
shrinking. '

Any member of ihe prolession who initaies moves for change and relorm
will need w0 be gualified also with g special pe of courage. He or she wilt necd
the suppert of others in the profession simitarly cquipped.

Ftwareld appear more Bkely that the tead will cotne from within Patiament.
1t meay come fram 2 laveer no longer in practice who underslands the sysiem, is
affronted at what is happening, and decides 1o take action o effec change. [t
comes from i non-ewyer parliamenianan. support tom lawvers will be
cssental.

Whoever Loitiates thase moves and whoever supparns them will earn the
respect and gratinde of thousands of Australians whoe will in future dayvs have
dealengs wath s coun. Any reform move lia: comes., however, will come s
late for the other thouse nds wiwo put their trust in fhe justive thoey belioved they
wonbd recelve For this court, To their dismay and their sorrow, they recerved
sarmething sadly less.

65



AN INSIGHY

ON behalf of the Family Law Reform
Association, T would ke to thank
you for Anpe Musgrave’s Cusrody
Warr amicle (0TA, August). The ari-
cle gave readers an insighi into
the types of problerns men endurs
when & marriage breaks down. The
information it contained was well-
researchad and the article was

presented in poad taste.
CORAL SEATTERY,
Family Law Feform Asseciation,
Sutherfand, NSW.

NO MORE DOUBTS
CONGRATULATIONS are in order
for your Cusiody Wars article ([TA,
August). 1 had doubted whether an
article giving support to men would
ever be published To find one in &
women's magazine is bevond belief,
M. WARD.
Mer's Confraternity,
Victoria Park, WA,

STHEL CAMPAIGHING

I REFER 1o vour Custody Wors arti-
cle {ITA, August). During my inter-
view with Anne Musgrave, I gave her
a capy of my booklat How [ Won The
Joint Federal Parliamentary inguiry
Intg The Family Coure. There is nu
excuse for her to then wronglv
atteibuts the esiablishmenti of this
inguiry 1o “non-cusiodial parenis”
when ng other ndividial or group
campaigned {or tois ingairy.

My policies for reform inciude:
aulematic joint custedy, equal sharing
of maintenance, property broughi
0 4 marriage to remain with that
nersom after divorcs, infrpduction of
optional pre-nupiial comtraces tha
are respected by the Family Court.
abolition ef the extremsly expensive
adgversanal systemn, irireduciion of

LETTERS

WRITE TO: DEAR T8,
P2 BOX 140 STRAWRERRY HELS,
MEW 2042 OR FAX (02) 519 Do20

TR e L et e

compulsory mediation as a way for
couples 16 resolve divorce issues.

This issue is not so much men ver- -
sus women as the Ausiralian people
versus the legei profession — wha
control Famiiy Law for their own
sei-interest,

AN MONWEK,
Epping, NSW,

THE MALE SIDE
iTA Magazine is to be congratulated

on presenting one of the few articles

that examine the male side of custody
and zccess {(ITA, August). Cusrody
Wars was balanced and accurately
retiecied the experience of those men
who use our association's services.
Please coniinpe this brave path of
incisive reporting. It &5 & rare com-
modity these days, cspecially on this
sensitive subjoot.
PAUL AUGUSTSON,
Iden’s Action Lobby for Equsiity,
Cennington, Wi,

THE OTHER SIDE
Y te nor onty men who get a raw deai
under Family Law, Custody Wars

(ITA, August), When my daughter
and her husband diverced, quite
amicably, custody of their daughter,
aged two-and-a-half, went uncon-
tested to the father, mainiy because he
was remarrying and my daughter
was re-establishing her career.

Unlimited access was granted
to my daughter hut aimost from the
first visit there were arguments
becauss the new wife felt the contact
was 2 threat to their maiage.

The 12 years of constant harass-
ment, of moving away from Svdoey
which has made visiis more difficult,
and ruthlessiy refusing any visiting
rights 1o us, the grandparents, have
caused irnsmeasurable pain, frusitation
anel heartache,

ELAINE STEWART,
Copacabana, NSV

Al GPPORTUMITY

i NOTE with interest your Cresrady
Wars aritcle (ITA. August) which
guestionad certain aspects of the
Family Lew Act. A Joint Select
Committee comprising Members of
e House of Representatives and b

191 QUTOUBER [TA 9
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Austraiia — the

{Ine man's campaign has
{iamentary Inguiry into
first close Jook at the system in
15 years, ELVIRA SPROGIS reports.

resuited in a juint par-
the Femily Court of

EPRIVED of jeim
guardmehip of bg
twr vhildren and re-
atriered v alght
hers mecess A forl-
might by thi Fumily Couet of
Atetealia in 1989, Sydney div-
pruse §an Monk embecked om s
ppeenan cunipadee for a full In-
ogusey inte the Famiiy Law Ast,

e mamesded. A Joitt Padia
mentary Corptnifbee fes sk etk
fehed ta Snyuies emts prd Fapore un
the pravisons ana cperatina of ihe
Fagnily Low Aot

Mr Monl’s call Fer an ioiuecy
wis andacaed By the Eonc Feihons
temociolisn ok jtn Febeuary ronhe
ence Sast weur, gd sponored] by
motimml  Prriy  Senelor  Mieid
Brorwndill, Thr aginry will nisses
wud raport on the {tiowing:

The tole, funding, sifectiveness
anid pvailabiiity of cousseting it
mathintion kervices; e proper roe
nistion of cstody, guardbanshin,
weiinre and Access dspates, Lo
arty disputes, including thagwe front
the Tnaxn velmelmanips; the olfective
crifansrnent nf rim and sutias
wnler thi Paard |y f.u.w Aot the ax-
ereiae of digmretion hy the gudets;
the hdvirsena: nators of procesd-
impa ool ther costs aEETECY of
Family Curb procectinge; and the
Tetimng, ugl forits judges. )

Gubmisiune to the isquiee wik
be repawnl unkl the eid EEE
and the cuumitkes i5 to Teporh Lo
o pliament hy August, tEhE W
tnmh e it8 recoomrendations far Fuegis-
tative amtl polevinileative changees
that wre needed o imgwove L
uperytien of Uee tammity bow svRtamy

Thix will e the Eret tipe Finze
1876 thee the Fandy Eaw Act will
fave oogre ader such ciose seru-
Licny.

s Mook aaidl zhat, watil thin in-
iy was initinted, pruppte v had
conpleints ahol Gia Family [T
hadl vewhere To go-

Yuu coukd weike ko the judge™
srmmmistratoe who just seid yon
prailt wppeal B oOuCY HEAITIEC BAY
Anciman,’ ke ssidl.

They dido'v aceepl duy
o gl L eourt.”

owe of Mo Menl's eniticsms of
Wiz inquiry was over ilu terma of
referenny, wlEch ho paid wers nof
iscussed with the people whe o
fyenly soupht the uiey,

Wb zesnes snamtapEiie Lhat L
peape dida't e bRy abenl the
Larir ot pelgresre AT HULGE BRE
dovkafn eehuther e bexin pove
sotficent muoge to fally veelonde
hings ke e R wsppei
sierne, The aulijeet of 6 Jot af et
cigpn.’ e =i

T did yeekt £n wekliticrnd eer of
rederence which wiy Lo enpine sl
the desths [t copcides, mueedars,
aned hewrt sttacks due tu Sireky, 2E-
smisates with the Pomily Dok,

“ifamy of or deal that ks abei-
utely relbegnt and vracial bus Gwy
et lnok ko B and have pelused
b walopie Ay scrhe tarms o edee

£

eriti-

¢ et el o wh drow Lhem
upe or wivy thay eleclined oty negeest
b wpmitio Gea s

M Mombk teawefliol ta nocllicen
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 Law COllt

LAWYERS have nothing
*0 gain by seeing a couple
detile their divarce ami-
cably without the “inter-
‘srence” of the Family
Law Court. arcording to
1 nah who is campaign-
g for reform in tie
oySEern.
fan Monk, 42, savs he is
in Townsville to Taise
Jublic awareness of the
| tendency of the Family
.aw Court to put paremnt
l\against pareni in a win-
" wer/loser haltle for cus-
udy of ehildren.

!

Mr Mook, a salesnian,
#ants to see {he Family
Law Court abolished and
replaced with a system of
mediation between the
~arties, a system which
would assist with ressly-
ing dispuntes rather thanp
interfering”

W His own diverce in 1938
ud the foss of guardian-
ship of his two sons be-
wanse the Family Law

'
qcourt decidad he had an
.l illness, spurred My Monk
W pread  Australia-wide
nagazines as well as
He debated with the
"nissiun, Justice Ewvatt,
! Eariier s wear his
gitizen in Ass{ralia e

immatore personality
I' o campaign for reform.
‘and ke has appeared o
| AUIMETOHE TeWSPADSrs
ww bead of the Aust-
l .ask year on the ARC:
| CApPAIENILE sAW him he-

euyecead in having 8 joint

parliamentary nquiry
st up to investigaie the
aperations of the Family
Law Conrt.

“Peapie whe go before
the Family law Oourt
are just inmorent people
getting & divoree” he
said. :

“There are no charges
laid sgeinst zny of the
pariies bui theyrs put
hbeigre an adversarial
gyctern where theres a
wigper and a loger.

“It's an emniionally
hrutal expericoce 235 weil
as being very expensive.”

L3

an hork . . . Family Law Court is a lucrative a

Mr Mok erificised the
izgal professicn, descril-
ing it as one of ihe mosl
powerful and protected
professions with a highly
deveioped sense of self-
inieresi.

“The Family Law
Court is & most lucrative
arca of businesz for
then.”

Mr konk szid that &
provious inguiry io fo the
Family Law Court found
that the Family lPaw
Counct! tn fact had mores
puwer than politieians.

- Hearing cancelled

A PUBLIC hearimg by
the Joint Selece {Com-
miittee o0 cerigio &s-
pects of the operation
and interpretalios of the
Family Law Act ¢ Be
leld i Townaville today
kag heea cancelled.

A spokeswomar for
the committee said ihai
the Liberal meihers of
the commities were re-
cailed to Capberra ves-
terday [oF & party meei-
ing to discass the Fed-

eral Oppositier’™s [ax
package.

“Beeause of this, we
gre pushle o make our
guprum for that moet-
ing,” she said.

Bhe said thaet se aew
dates Rad pesn met for
the heaviags iz
Townsvilie and hecause
of ibke committee’s
heavy. sckhedule aext
vear she dopbted thete
wanld be time for i 1o
TEUELL,

-aused by an bereditary
i His campaign has
national fefevision and in
ind radic stalions.
I
ratizn Law Refarm Come-
| 7.40 Report
* e the first private
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Ian Monk, the first private individnal in Australia io suc-
ceed in having 2 Joint Partiamentarv Inquiry set up, paid 2
visit o the city vesterday as part of a pationwide campaign
it change Family Court operations.

Mt Mook, a 4Z-year-ald
property manager whe is
divorced, saic he Delievad
the Family Couwrt was "ad-
versarial” in pitting parent
against pereat.

He said that conples get-
iing & divorce are innocent
people and do not belong
in court.

“Litigation destroys their

chances of “reeching =
campromise scletien. In-
stead, there ix 2 winner
and & loser - with the loser
tataily bumilisted ‘and the
winper given specizi emo-
tonzl power,” he said.

Mr Moek -wants the
present system  replaced
by compulsory  "media-
tign™, using the Noble

* Ian Monk.

Fark Cenirg in Melbourne
as a godel.

At Noble Park, estranged
couples attend six o eight
sessions of counselling io
resobve propeny, custody
and mainienance
seflements.

Mr Mank believes that a
good system of mediation
could mean thal as many
as 90 per cent of cases, k¢-
gal proceedings, couid be
avoida. ’

[+ is believed that it's bet-
ier for childrea 1o liwe
with one parent than with
iwe dispuiing parents, so
the Family Couri grants
sole cusiody of childien o
one pareni while the ath-
€1, non-custodial parent js
grenied a specific amoumt
of access.

Mr Monk says he wants
the awarding of joint cus-
tody of children 1o be the
Court's first option, and he
wants  lawyers removed
from the process of Fam-
ily Law,

Since 1989 when Mr
Mook firs: began cam-
paigning, he has rravelied
through most parts  of
Ausiratia trving to obtain
media and public atlention
ter the {sene,

The Senate Inguiry will
astes and report femily
eounselling and mediation
sgrvices, the proper reso-
hitien of custedy, guardi-
anship, weitare 2ad aocess
disputas, pioperiy  dis-
pates - fciading those in
de facte marriage
relaiionskip.

If the commurity is inter-
ested in helpinga Mt Mank
with his campaiga, they
can Wrile or plone their
focal member of parls-
ment {o complain zbout
the present systeqs.
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lan wages a lengthy battle for law reform

iror pne Sydney man, a campaign ko re-
form the Family Law Court has abmnst
become a full-time jub.

Divorced properiy maoager, Mr lan
Monk, is the first non parfiamentary per.
3ot in Australian pelitical histery fe suc-
ceed in having a joint Parliamentary In.
quiry estabiished.

The inquiry began in February 198 and
is invetsigating operations of the Famiiy
Law Court under a number of ferms of
reference. It is already jnte the 27th vel-
ume of submissions. }

Mr Maonk is louring the eastern Sigles
of Ausiralia to raise awareness about the
mguiry and it's objectives.

“Ln my view not one tenth of one per-
vent of ali Austratians would know about
this inquiry,” Mr Monk.

*There was a Parliamentary Inguiry in
family law as racently as 1980.

“Althcugh the inquiry sat, had public
hearings and ook submissions and 21! the
rest, aEsoluteiy nakiting came of if.

"What T am doing by campaigning now
ig that I hope to alert people t¢ why this
inguiry failed {0 achieve any reforms in
the hope {hat we might be able to over-
come them before this one is finalisad.

"The failure of the inquiry to schievs
anything can be put down b three maic
areas.

“Firstly there was a Jack of political
leadership on the issue, secondly there
was 5trong oppasition fram the leslal pro-
fession on any referms and thirdly, for

75

whalever reasons, the issge did pot get
into the media."

The presemt lwquiry has berms of refer-
ence that include;

@ ihe role, funding, affertiveness and
gvailability of the services the FPamily
Court Counselling Service and approved
erganigations providing marrisge zoun-
selling and family mediation services;

€ ihe proper resclufion of custody,
ghardianshiy, welfsre and acecess
digputas;

& -the proper resolution of family law
property disputes, including the gquestion
defacto relationships;

s the effective enforcement of rights
and duites under the Family Law Act;

. @ tihe ndversarial nature of proceed-
ings and their associated legal costs.

"z main issue for me is the gholition
of ihe ndverssrial systemn i fhe courl
environmenl," Mr Mank said.

"The adversarial system is totally
inappropriate. it is extremely expensive,
1i 12 very stresatut and it hos an mberant
cetivepl of Jooking for guflt when the peo-
ple in the family counri are innocent

peopie.

"It shuild be replaced with six to eight
compilsery medieiion sessions thal en-
courage people fo seelt their own solution
to the issnes,

"I'd alse like to gee the abolition of the
cpnsotrship associaled with the Family

"Ii is enfirely appropriate in a demo-

& Mr Monk . . . "the faflure of the
inguiry to achieve anything can be
put down i three main areas.”
eratic country, and il is entirely nonsist

ent with free press,"

Mr Monk said anyone wanting to voice
their ecncern about the Family Law
Court shouid contact their Federal
politivian.

Far mere information on the inguiry,
confact Ms Fiona Tayler on (06} 277 5126,

g abiey
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PRFES EHLEASE

8 Stanley Road
FPPING 2121

Tel: £02) 876 2019

28 January 199¢

he Chief of Staff

Pear Sir/Madam

I
5

an Monk, sentcoced by the Family Coart to & hours agoess a week £o his two
ons, Andrew and Jamie, replies with 2 Parliamentary Inquiry that could

change drematically the operation of the Courkt.

My campaign te reform the Family Court way not physically get to your
place, however, I would still welcome the opportunicy of an iaterview.
{Phone (02) BY6 20193, :

There zre a mmber of factors however that are putting this reform process
szt risk. They are.-

L

b .

o politician showing any leadership on the issue.
Strung opposition from the legal profession.

Litrle, if any, coverage of the issue by Zydney buased mainstream
madia.

We visible protests by fathers seeking reform of the Family Court.

Should you decide to rum a story, it would be appreciated if you would
include my phone number in the text.

Vours sinceraly

TAN MONE
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& natiopwide Paeliunentary
Taquity inte the operatione of
the Famty Court will sit in
Eaunceston Lomorrrs.

The joint inquiry of the Senate
and the Huusc of Hepresents.
tives 1ias been travelling lo most
major wities taking written and
aral avidenee,

The tecms of reference for the
jrquiey are. @ To assess and

Family Court inguiry to sit

report on family counsalling ami
mediation gervices;

@ The preper resciution of
custody, guardiznship, welinre
gl zecess dispates;

& Droperty disputes, tnciad-
ng de-facto relutionshins.

It will ke held in the Tainar
Valley Room at Lhi Albert Il
between 8.10am and 1l.34am
and is open io dw puble, The

THE EXAMIMER, Thursgay, February 6, 1992 — 11

A

inquaizy foliows a two-yeny Cam:
palgn by & Sydney mar, Mr Jan
Monk, whe is pushing for wide-
ranging raforms.

His fight began when the
Fagsity Court wtiowed him four
fivurs access = weel Lo his twa
SOME.

He aaid there are four rmain
peform visk factors: € Lack of
lezdership by any poditician on

in Launcesion

the iuwsue; & Strong apposition
from the legal profession;

® Little coverage by major
mecia groups;

@ Np visible prolests by
fathers seeking reform of the
Frmnily Court.

Tha inguiry is due to complele
itz report by Aupust.

7
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‘Barrier Daily Troth, Tharsday, Jaomary 9, 1992— 2

EXY. B 453 Froken Hill 2850, Phone BTLI0A0T0055 |

it by Fa

ian Monk, the first private individual in Awstraiia to suee
reed in having 8 Joioi Parllamentary Inquiry sef up, oaid a
visit io the ¢ity vesterday us part of a natienwide campaign
to chenge Family Court operations.

M Monk, 3 43-year-old
peoperty manager who is

Cdwverced, said he believed

the Family Court was "ad-
versariel” o pitting paramt
against parenl.

He szid tha! couples get-
dpg a divorce are inpocent
penple and do not belong
n court.

"lLitigation deswroys their

chances of reaching a
vaimpromsse solution. I
stead, here iz a winner
and a iosez - with the toser
totally humiliated and the
winner given Spacial enio-
itonal power,” he sad.

Mr Monk wanis Lhe
present syvstem replaced
by compulsory "media-
lior", using Ihe ™abie

= Ean nMr;-

nraaaadt £ 25 5. T

Purk Centre in Melbourne
ay a madel.

Al Moble Park, estranged
citples atisnd S1Y 0 gight
sessions of counselling to
cos@tve properly, casiody
and meinfenance
seitiaments,

#dr Monk balieves that 2
good eystetn of medistion
could mean Thal as many
&8 ¥ per gent of cases, le-
gal proceedings, cocld be
avpidad.

JUis believed that it's bet-
ter for childres 1o dive

“with pne parent than with

e dispuling paremis, 8o
the Femily Coaurl grants
safe gustody of children 1o
dne parent while the oth-
er, Non-custodial parent is
grasted a specilic amount
of avcess.

Mr Mozk szvs he wanls
the awarding of joint cus-
iody of children to be the
Court's 7Irst optien, and he
wanis  lawvers 1emoved
{rom the picess of Fam-
iy Law,

Sipcz 1989 when Mr
Mnonk first hegasn cam-
paigning, he has travelled
theough  most pars  of
Austzaila Tiying (o oblain
media and public aiteniion
te he issue,

The Sensie Imguiry will
asges and report Tamily
eounselling and mesiation

sarvices, 1he proner T880-
witne of cusiody, ghardi-
amship, wetfaze aped uovess
disputes, properiy  Gis-
fFutes - inciuding ihose in

Lde facty marriage

reliationship.

I ihe communisy it inter-
ested in helpmg Mr Meak
with his cpmpaign, they
cen wilie ¢ pleons cheir
tocel member of parliz-
menl o compizin ahout
the preszof system.
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‘NEWS', Wednesday, January 7, 1582 ~PAGE 8

A C
E g
PPING divorcee lan Mook has Australia wide, was cautlousty eptimis- .

made history since embarking By CORINNA WANSLEEBEN e that the current inguiry could make i

gignigicant reforms in the Family ©
Court,

The fnguiry, sponsored by National E ]
Barty Senator David Brownhill, is in- .

on 8 one-mait crusade sgamst the
Family Law Ceert in EBRS.

Eeriy iast vear he became the. firat
private ndividest in Australls fo swe-
ceed In having 2 Jolni Parlismentary
Ingqubry set up, :

Alihowugh victeriows In estsblishing
an inquiry into most aspects of the g
Famlly Court’s operetions, i3y bMoni’s 3
battle is pot over, '

He iz concerned the resnits of the
repoeri cauld he “blocked” or left to “lie
dntmant’’,

He says thadi “nothing came of” 8
similiar inquiry into the Family Court
in 1888,

tiz believed the ressoms for RS
were: opposiien frem the legal pro-
fession to the changes, and fck of §
pefilicat leadership and media publiciy
G the issne, He said another fault with the system [l

“My campaign hopes io address 23 i wes the Child Support Scheme, claim-
these reasens for the fallure of the 1980 Fevsistent .. Famity Law Court 1s#omm jue 1t was “biased” and throwing hun-

waatigating such matiers as mediztion,
cotnselling, cestedy and access, prog-

erfy actilements, enforeement pro-
visions and the discretion exercised by i
the Family Law Court. ;

pir Monk belelved 8 major reform, I u

witch was a “wide spread Australian * .
view™, should be & new system for
divoree settlements that did not inciude ﬁ

tawvers,
|
i

T

He zaid compulsory mediation be-
tween divoreing couples would be less
stressful and Jess expensive for both .
the couple and Australian texpayers.

“it would alse be a much guicker
way of resolving issues surrounding [ |
diverte,” Mr Monk sdded. E .

inguiry,” Mr hionk weid The MHews. gampaigner tan kionk, drads of divorced fathers fto “pov- ;- I
Er Monk began his compaign sfiev & Sipee then his access tme bas been  eriy”, E _
bider cusiody battle saw him dose S fuerpased. “The sltvatlon of mainteining chii- .

joint guardisnehip of his twe sons and . diren after divorce iz that both parents |
fimit his aceess tp them to eight hours Mr ook, who he: camprigned in contribute equel amounts of cagll,” Mr
a fortnight. from} of couris and through the med!2 ponk argued. y ]




hewsreader. . . Richard #Moarecroft

ABC newsreater Richerd Moorecroft gc-
tnowledges that the mediz faces 2 dilemms
when covering envirpnmental issues.

Spezking at a8 Macomarie University
sezinar, Mr Moorecrofi said the publie
was often desply divided over emvirom-
mepke] isspes zad the media sometimes
reflected that division.

“In texms of environmest reportias for
the news, it i5 mecessary 1o recognise the
Gifferedee between  environment issmes
whicik are sigaificanl wod reporting some-
thing that promotes 5 purbKelar onvioB-
mental cHuge, " MT SaI

“The most imperent thing is the medis
makes people aware and offers the chance
to think aboat environmental issues.

“Whae they decids on these issues is up
to fhem bot informiog them fairly aad
withpat political bias is the responsibiity
of the medis™

The semings was part of a series of
moathly prblic meetings erganised by the
university’s resenrch anit for bindiversity
and bapresearch.

tnit bezd Prossor Andecw Beatly
piaised Mr Moorecrolt fur eaising the issae
of the wmedis’s involvemeni in the coviron-
mentz! debate.

—t
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rogress slow
on family
law reform

By KATE SCHITHAM and RISTIN BICKNELL -

Thy Epping manr whose efforts fed to 2 joint federal
parliamentary inguiry into the Family law svstem
dopbrs #t will resuit in asy real reform,

Mr ian Monk, who travelled through four $ates and
campaigned for lwo years to pet the inguiry, said the
issue needed a political champion if much-needed
changes were to bz made (0 the courd syatem.

Mr Monk. 43, s#id an inguiry in 1980 feiled to bring-
about reform because of a fack of political Izadership
o1 the issue and opposition from the legal profession.

The Select Committee on Certain Aspects of the
Operation and Interpretation of the Family Law Act
1975 will fioish its inquiry this week.

The committee, which received 1,400 public
submissions from arcuad Austrslia, will tahle a full
report when Parliament restmes in Augost. i

The inguiry is sceking to determine how improve-
ments might be effected i the areas of custody battles,
patental access 1o children, and property santlement.

M Monk would ke to see judges a5 voung as 3§
appoinied to the lamily bench for a limited three-year
vost and a move away from the adversarv-oriented
system of deaiing with custody and access nazes where
there is conflict between parents. .

“If we are to continue with the philosophy of
no-fault divorce, then it is completely inconsislent o
contiue with the infamous acevss trizls where
innocent parents can be dragged Belore the courts
solely at the whim of the other parsnd and, as a result,
have their access to their children stopped or crusily
reducad.

“These access lrais should be zbolished,” he said.

Divorced in 1988, Mr Monk stanted the campaign
for reform based on his own experience.

He said the secrecy surrounding Lhe Family Law
Ceants should be lifted.

“Additionaliy, there showld be comprehensive
statistival analysis of ail the court decisions produced
eacht month. Js i really a matter of mothers 9%, fathers
1?7 We can’t see what is happening,” ke said.

A member of the committee, Senator David
Brownhili. said the large rumber of people subjected
ta the Family law Act found it inadequziz in its
present interpretation and its administration requiced
cigeai atleniion .

He said rthere had been considerable prassure for the
inquiry from groups such as the Lone= Fathers
! Associztion and Paremts Without Rights,

The major criticisms leveled a¢ the Act, ke said
emphasised the aibilrary powers accorded to judaes
and the need (o introduce a greater degres of
accountzbility inte the Family Court

Estimates put the rate of divoroe in Awstralia 2t ane
in three masriages, und of those who remarry, half wiil
seck another divorce

Lamnms

THE NORTHERN HERALD, Thursetay, July 73, 1907



A Sydney man is callieg on
1 Territory fathers to volce their
concerns to a Parliamentzry In-
guiry inta the operations of the
Pamily Couwet. :

BMr Jan Monk, 42, 2 divorced father
of two, hag been fighting for his
rights and the righis of other fathers
ior mmore than thiee years.

Mr Monk. probably the cnly person
in Australiz o single-handedly win a
joiunt Parliamentary Inoutry, =aig he
was concerned pecple may not get
the opportenity tc make submissions
because of the lack of publicity the
mquiry has attracted.

““That is the case hecause there is

leadership on the issue,” Mr Monk
said.

"And that is the case hecause
many politicians &are lawyers.”™

Mr Monk wants 1o see family law
change dramatically — he wants the
awarding of joint custody of children
tobe the court's firet oplicn, he wants
lawyers removed frorm the process of

not a singie politican showing any -

family law and replaced with »
gystern of mediation.

Mr Monk's battle began after iz
divorge in 1987,

“After we had respived our issues
my ex-wife sought io reduce my
aceess to my twe sons snd the judge
granted her everything she sought.

*I a2m advoczling joint custody
because it wil be formaeai recognition
that children reguire the love and
affectior of both parents. ™

Mr Monk, who was seeing his
eldest son, Apdrew, 11, for four hours
& week now has allernate weekends
with hir. He does not see his 10-year-
old boy. Janie,

‘At the mement the gystem en-
courages fighting,” Mr RMonk said.

“It pits one parent against the
otiter a6 there iz a loser.™ :

Mr Monk wanls interested peaple
to write to the Secretary of the Joiut
Select Commitiee on Cerlain Aspects
of the Operation and Interpretation

of the Family Law Act, Parliamenit

House, Canterra.

——

— TV 114 TerriftmJ News, Monday, February 10, 1991 e |
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Deader’
L % Digest

May i1, i223

Tan Monk

& Stanieuv Rosd

EFPING NIW 121

Dear Tan:

Thark you for submivting your clippings file on your battie

with the Femily Courft. I kave now hed & chance to discuss

the Idesz with my colleagues. Unf sithcugh your
rte

&
W
cortunately,
r
a

siory is remarkeble we feel, aft careful coasideration, that
the ides wouldn®* work in the magazine,

However, we are plessed the Digest came to mind a2s a possikble
marret, I regret not havinpg botter news for you, ign, It'g
a4 hard roed fto the Digest's pages.
c ol -
— - i
Singerely ] - (",.r c_‘:c”'-\-"tf J_D__-F
Lo i I / K _,-_.: F
fal L
s b i i P 7
{Eﬁ E; ka'(f | - 4 hfé
RN “ A X ¥ i

Bruce Beilbuth

S ASSa
: h Ve ¢ p
A !T
s !/
) "
FE SNy Ak s e ?
: \ N ﬁ:l; e D /‘i f*\ ’ .‘f i’\_
} ll\' “ P P ? d L—
J g

Reader's Digest {Australia) Pty Limited (A C.IN. 000 565 £

26 Wiorerion Sireet STUZEY BHILIS NSW 2010 « UP0 Box 4353 BYILBNE
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1 Soun Gosser Hegiaer, Weanesday, suna 1o, 1985

The Joint Sakect
taw isgues wad

certain Family

mmitioe on

estabilched by the Farflament on

May 18, 1293.

Ong of the Commit-
tea'a majar twsks |6 ta
inguize g snd raport
on the opastion snd
efibctiveness of 1he
ctlhl.ld Suppoit

Sehama.

The Inguiiry hae cnme
s Be A resud o
CONGEMS BEprassat in 2

ravipus  Join.  Solect

ithem redarEl 10
ty Ihe Commprerscih
{Ombudsman in his
anqpal report 1o Parie-
rent in ALJUSt $982.

Sanoe i inceplion i
1875, the Family Law
Acl has peer shrodded
I conroversy, end four

§5 Bgo OnE mar. lan

nt of Eppnp, in

ook Up the i'%hl

o gaen B0 aouelity #1102
Sysiam

This second ngury
fae cremted Ausiskt v
Hislory, with lan Boak
peiry Ihe frs: prvets
e o saccesd In
having a Joint Par-
Bamsmtery  Incuiry sst
.

The iirst Inquiry was
relezsad {in rbaar
1992, but Mr Monk felt
Hot # did oot go far
srpugh &8s | esciuded
the jssue of muoreder!
SLHCidas lnsed o Famdy
Cour decisions.

For ymars, Mr Mok
hag e g irgt hay-

ng 19 ity the family
Cgurt,  stating  that
'Thmi;!inn is 14! hattar
# Higatn.”

He continuas “The
Famfty Gourt discrimin-
ntes stalnst fathees in
diverce sutthements, | do
aot wend the  no-taull

Byorme Kgmpb&
lighed whai was o
ducad by the iat Attar-
ney General mri Hagh
Coun  Judge  Jushica
el Boephy, bat |
wamt 1o see it exiended
to  no-laoll  cuatooy,
majnlanance and  Ac-

OESS .
It is eraky an sdan-
:ﬁn ol 1ha  asistimg
Jloenphy.
msawwews have
pean  ochosd B the
4008 InRARY, resuiting
nthe sawndirqmr?;:cr
which sgmments KoM
mdiviugs  and  orga-
rlzaliong ang WECOmE.
BROPERTY
SETTLEMEMTS

The megort of the
Jaint Salect Comnl-
tae on Carisln Acpacts
of ihe Oparstior and
Intamatstien of tho

Eorw Bot abaiwd;

& matter whish @iso
mariks  COnSidaration
ad something to which
A Fmgili‘;acour‘t must
tum ls nis:n 15 the

puEpme of (ke property
gantamant.

The coust is rogued
under tha F Law
Act 1975 (sTS(2Kna)) 1o
take into congidaraton
any Hehilfy for child
3 rt ANCH fe -
< il paen] Mo
pay or has paig, |

i r, Ihe axtent
i which Ris i & reat
conglgsration ang tho
axhemf to which the court
o aware of the raaiias
of lha chid aupport
SOMWEIMIE F5 UNCkaar.

mities i Ihair ebmls-
sions hat thay racedves
wary [ite fom  Hhedr
properiy sattamnant ba-
calse it nad hawe
custody ol e childran,
and in many Cases wahi
ol Ii{r;ﬂ: posl!élon_ 0 sk
custody, ard the pa
INENLS BssosEad b th!;
(2 then easured thet
Iney were Lable ko
re-autabdish themselves
n any sakisfaciory way.
i, MEMboTs

the  Commiillee are
awara ol such siluations
ffom  their  aleciorate
Qffice weork.

AN £n maintsance;
The Commltse's mejor
conoem s thal in
o505 tha pon-eusiedt
parery; i3 bearng &
g:?mpmnm cos of

naintaining  the  chil-

dreen,

the Commites is
lha k-

mapanzthility for e
menisnance  of  Falr
childran, 1= ralackd I
raglity.

Thiz appears not
ne o case at prasart.
The Commiles consid:
Brs IR Ee SR e
=6 3 Mtk of rgency
mwrst Address the Bnao:
mElsE  cupd e -
rent i the Child Support

Mr&a en thal bmé1
narenis shars BN et
shia burdan of the GO5t
ot sipporting hair chi-
drery  BftOT  emarriagh
brmakdir.

CHRILD SUPPORT
ROENCY
The moai réGet -

wan vary ortileal of the
pparstions  af lns
Child rE AQumRYy.
"The CSA moy wel
have been Ihe oneahosi
singie sawree of Yiffleul-
¢ my ofiice durng

-

yaal
H was not ust Mhe
compkaind TR . He

ROMENSHATING  SYShET

ITIZEN GAIl

st g glatf
appedr ot not to
FigE QHas) Frow the

law aperates; and it s
rt @5 raspansihve Lo
complaims,  whathsr
from me o Mhn tha
mublic, &% ought 1B b2
sxpeciss _hot

the nurm-

Given il the pay-
roant of chid suppot

ang mais
are closely miaged o
one anciher and fo
pihar issues within 9
fardly law aram, o
Committee wis unable
1o ignons the griovantes
¢ to it on this

bar of plaits re-
males & prime source 0f
concairs  becouse  tha
cliem group IS 50 much
gﬁrr:ﬂm han Ihaglgfﬁ
F agencias wilh hi
cxmptam levats.

Fuan thougn  chils
SHPPot was ri & mel-
167 included in the om-
mittag’s termes of refar
enne, by the Hmo sub-
misslons closed in
Movembar 181, o
Commilies had re-
eabved 188 compipints
abgul B [B;:Ija cfila
BUpport ey, under
Bra naw gcheme and 71
compints criligal of the
chikc support  agency

Altogedner 205 com-
s aspoc]
abind anme ar
alher i the mens child
augpurl gehaina.

ince thal fima the
GCommittes  has  gone

und fo mEceive oz
plamts abolt the CSA
and the level of chkd
BuppeErt

The tadar complzint
B F O 3
rawed ih submissions
raatad 1o the higk lovet
al <hid sl Be
assasead wngdsr the fo-
e, Tho instilty af
wmany nor-sustodel pa-

ranis to sterl A pecoNC
1_5:51”- 1 they Twad remar-
riad.

Mr Mok i3 Miliac
with the speand MR,
aftough = yal D GG
any grazt sel within
the Famlly Lew courd

Fysiom.

Since 1583, be has
campaignad tram
Gaims to Agelzide, pra
weting e 1575 Acl
ard e Enzly gaining
momanium, T o tdng
the Wi -
Mgﬂ@:‘y the Senats
this yert.

Throughaut his cam-

ing he NAB F00REn:

10 Many mer wWio have
pecome  emalionalky,
y and linancis|-

Gopetac s ghvan up

® ian fonk, Law Reform campaignes. who
spent four years ‘on the mad' taiking o
politiciuns and lawyers in an atternpt i gat
the Family Law Act of 1875 reviewed,
and walked sway fiom
Ha sxpains ket cm-
rontky it is “vary dificult
and * horrendedsly e
custoval parent to apply

1o the Court lor Becass
v B3 chfidron o ba

more sasily fadauss
armoun of Boodss.’

The g;mmluu
Frica WP, Mem-
Sice Chiflay, RSW I

QUIR

k3 .. i ":'

R

soits ond orgenlza-
o

Individuals and ge-
nizafions raking gub-
misstans may be asied

th s Fridey

ey 530, 1993
inslons  would

=) ang

nqiEnes are o be
pddreseed o ihe
"Sacratary, Jont Sakect
Committaa on Cartaln
Family lsw Is3uos,”
Porlamend Houss, Can-
bowe ACT, 2800

Telephone incfurtas

o

&7
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Sydney maa Tzo Monk says an inquicy it the Chald
Support Schems by 2 Join Select Conunsttes of the
Commonwealth Government is anather big step toward
improving Acsiralie's family law, :

Mr Monk succeeded in wipning & joint pariiamen-

tary mguiry into the operations of the Family Court in-

1991 which led to a detafed repont that was tabled io
Federzl Parliament in Movember last year.

W Mopk, a 44-vear-cld property mamsger, is
divoreed and has not ooly gone drough the turmoii of
the famdly bresk up but, when be believed the law was
not izir w some partaers, he decided 1o do something
about it and led a campaign which produced the firs
EUITY .

““The government is expected o flag it intendons
with regard o fegistution in this arca in the noxt few
moniehs, " Mr hMonk said m 3 visit 16 Goulbum.

**I anticipete we will see the roduciion o the
Family Court of a system of volumlary mediation which
will mean that for couples who e 31 seocessfuily,
divoree will be far less stragsful and less expenstve and
also less zxpensive for the taxgayers.

“Mediation will encourage parents t¢ asree betwern
themselves their financial contribution towards thoir
children, That styie of probiem solving 15 infinicly
preferable to imposed judicial dewisions or the
nflexible formufas of the Child Supprort Scheme. "'

Since Mr Mok started campaigning for kmprove-
ments i Family Law ia 1989 be hes wavelled from
Adelaide to Cadins and ran as an Independent Scoale
candidate i the 1989 federul slecdon.

Hural economy hish

.wv%_‘

12 - Goulburn Post, Wednesday June '!ﬁ






Daar Me, Monk

ki supp@ftmca@a;gﬁ agaisnt the Family Law Coure and 1 s ety
suggastions o the parliamentasy éﬂﬁ@iﬁ" ghout the lswyers so I was
gurprisaed to hear that vou are using - - - &S your sslicigoy
whe ahse b@entallingml@%h&igﬁwiwym@ff for & ot of
roney, I have heard that vou hsve peid his osver $20000 and He wild
want ancthre §20000 before the case is over. If vou got taken &5 &he
cleaners by the lawyers there wmmm@ft@@mﬁ@f%e

I wish there was some way to stop all &his but T am &fcsid o give

any of the deatils of my case hegsse if the judge finds out T will
lose the casa..I just hope vou win,
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An pnncuncEmenl on
relorms to the Femily
Court expeckerd  fma
from the Faders! (v
croment will be the
sulminstion of four
yaare work by Sydney
man, Ian Mank.

Mr  Monk's  cam-
puign  far  Fumily
Coert, yefunms hegan
in Tblbo in Apri
1958 wheu he hegarn
protesting  his  owe
traatrnent  at  the
Eands of the oouwrt,
which saw hin given
ooty nine houres se-
cesz to his children
zach weals.

Hi2 later sxpanded
bis yprotests and be-
pan to presswec poli-
timains ta hold o par-
liomentary  inguiry
e the coords pro-
ceases.

Now a joint ingacy
has been bheld, so-
othier iz plapned and
Attorney General
Michaal Lavarch is
pxpected to make &
gtpioment  soonm o o6
propisal refaTs.

Wr Monk sad the
reforms  he  hoped
wounkd be made to bhe
amily Court wold
sare many of thoes
involved I divores
arncecdings 4 great
deal of stress amd
heartache.

“I helieve bhe Furn-
ily Court will have
a4 new process of me-
diation instatied
where approximalely
5 per rant of couples
would he suceessful
o revolving hetween
themselves ali  the
jssues of their di-
vorce,” he said.

“For those vomuples
givoree will be A kot
Towg  slressful, =
moee  beneficial  for
the children in tha
way of costady and
& lot less expensive.
In addition Lo Lhe me-
diation  thers would
be the most eigaifi-
vant  micro-seonemic
reformy introduced o
any of the courts,

“The poedidaking pra
veir wald e donc
in private,  thoy
wonldn't oven  have
to @0 to epuri, Once
thas compie agres be-
Lyeurt Themselves
would simply he a
nratter of having it
condirmed by a court.”

Howerer, dr BMonk
satd there wonbd s=hil
b dieoprecmeonis -
Lieen COMpLES.

He sz21d this could
b pazalved by a form
ol arbitration which,
aionF with mediniion,
would save o great
deal of waray.

YL owould  saggest
the obher 20 per cent
covlé  po  through
apoie arbitration pro-
epsa and litigaiion he
e o o Inst eesort,”
he aatd.

“Many pecple atill
think znzomaticzBy
in terms of litigotion
ralinw  then  medi-
alinn. Likewise many
ars awsrz Htigetion
is very expensive and
medietion  males a
grosl deal of senge.”

Bl Bonk sald he
belioved tha isgue of
custody could alse be
handked bettar
tirougn o mediagion
proeces  rathor  than
havimg & judieial de-
ciezon thriat on part-
nors  ardd  possfbly
having e father sub-
jeel o an “inegui-
talde® child sepport
srheme.

“It 5 far baticr o
sit down and discoss
thia through inedi-
etion how o wmple
can share Eheir re-
sponsibility,” he sald.

Mr Mook seid the
expected  announce-
mant wouid be ihe
rulmination of 1 great
desl nf work.

“It 1 fantaskic, I
never  imagined
would get bwc par-
liamentary  mgesries
g5 A result of iny
wned,” he said.

“Plara io this huge
rease of achizvemont

3 Duily Liberal, Thursday, June 17, 1993,

ourt reforms

and pard of thul senee
of achigvenal is ha-
ing baek in Iubho
witich marked the he-
pinming of my cam-
peign. Back them 1
wad just a guy with
¢ protost Rign, now
T have gane through
the estahlishment of
two parliamentary in-
irntes and the re-
orm of ooz of he
bipgest courts.”

* Monk  has
Lruvelled  extensively
in his campaign for
the raloro.

Agency under investigation

Faderzl Meyminer for  Parkes,
Wlichsel Cobb, has advised con-
shitpents that s reelect Federgl
- Parliamentary Cormmittes  kae
heen  estabhished $0 insveatbgate
the cperafion end effectiveness
of 1he Child Buppart Agenny.

Rr okl said the inguiry wili
Le investipating how best to make

thae syslem warl,

years now snd it s tme the
systern was peviewed le cnsere
iLoworke o bie hest interests at’
childran and their parents” ha

s

"I heve had Romerous com-
plsinls from  constitioents  sbout
the Child Suppord Agenoy s 1
weleoee  this inguiry iato the
whole aperation of Lk ageacy.

Bubmissions are now  being
soarght  from  people who have
hed dealings with the Child Sup-
part Agency and should be re-

oived by the committes befors

e Ohild Bopport Ageney has  July 30,
heen in effest for a nomber of The alddrese for  submissiozs

is: The Becretary, Joini Seheet
Commitiee on Certain Family Baw
issmes, Porliament Howme, San-

berze, ALT 2604, Telephone (D9

a4 ASRT znd few (DG BT 2283,

tt Ian Mank..awaking an sanourcemiant an redorms to the Family Court

Live-in counselling
service impractical’

A Hwverin  faaily
eouncelling dsavice
gmimad by the

tate Government
woirld be impracti-
cal 5] CouRtTY
aveny wecording o
ome 1ebhe counsel-
lor.

Family Life
Bubkba MALATET,
Lye Bykeg, eaid she
Iznp @i et thace
worifd  he  “emar-
s diffiouiiies
relatad ic the prac-
Hezl Dreplicsiions
of the plak.

Umder the prope-
sal, smmuenesd by
Cremmnniiy Hor-
s Rﬁnis;az‘, .
Longiey, b familier
wmx%?i {:a\re oxalug-
ive Apocass i B
spunszllor for up
o iz wesks ol &
fEma.

Moewy a8 Imien-
sive Family-hased
Suppes, the
scheme wiik under-
o 2 two yegr frial

paciod inveiving 8

families from the
sovih-wreatern sub-
urby of Sydnay.

If smeces the
prograre wownld ba
exbencied ROTEES
the Siate.

Wz Svkes said (he
pian weuld provide
several prohiams,
particeiariy 1o ru-
Tal Orems.

“l amr hot surs
how aotieat it
weatld Be,” ehe zaid,

Tt would be =z
vEEY pEprogzive
ghuniion for the
cownuelfer fo e o,
They wouid Lava
un ire very carefully
trainad Go  ensure
they dont becoms
ipvoivad in  the
frepily Gyeamic.

Min Bykes axid an-
riar major DOk
fean writh the poroe
posed prograns in
ile caumtey wourld
e saguping  coo.
aymifvy  for the
LOUDECEORE IRV

zuhe E
x
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$Famnh, tewe reform campa gner lan Monk ... satisfied hiS fws-y‘er cmarg s hn
realised. .

Ateer jive long years of figh
for chengas fo the Family Law Act, By
o BMank {5 resting casy, —_——

He toak on the dask of meformng KEGAN MOWE
the famnidy law Begislating single-han-
dedly in 1985 atter going throapk o
bt ler courl buatle to pain scoess e lis
Wi Soris.

And the Swit

Ualion wisile (e coucy sme Jlooking a
an opbosal service. ’

“'This is o buge pece of efom g
Fanuby Court winch well benefu prt
§ eaple fongr throaips divarce and
thear cliebdven Dot veteally alb Austrae-
HI R PERIEY T b sgid,

Howall e g ool nure =fYicicm
priieess.’”

I's sepor, roloased lam last year

recommended medistian ie the fam-
court systen: as an wlemadive o

ry-Flas w refoanm-

- . i H IR i .
er yasterday cuid e campaiph wiich Higdnon M Meck said lds five-vesr came
nad hecome His aflcoasunrng, b Family T irecinr of Medio: juiign lad been Hie naost }ewnrr‘an1g
tilie cocunotin wos Fmily mver. o anne Grbeon yeserday said a ok Gl by career

Mz Moak, 34, achieved dis st of - suctessfel plan projeer running in T can hooesty Say dhal exespt for
!tiiu_sduuiug pnedia it e the Neststep Melioarie Tor 18 mongts bed ihe soress 0F iy QT Siocomstance s it
it divorce pmoes : vplionad medsation nlfored ke couples gz far and cwey e niast challeng-
aluz, e costindy e cindlid aoeess Jis- heiane they stumed fteigaticmn. ing, auching “n;'; S:tilsf}filtg Sl pa-
rase e peait Whe are 2 ju Hon Pve ad. " he swild,

empt by sort out disputs And B osaid o showed the “gver-

emildrn aad property kave an appor- dge’ Australian could mlake 2 uife:-
tmbly b sit dovo foge‘

e o s il the €3 st ¢
[ent R NMARTIEY BTN ditanee of twn nwdinlors, | sl B the way. chviously, fo
'u,rh.m:\ B0 par ceni, wi agres ng ol caid oo incbvidials o pul issues oot
iwstes  betwies thepe vty right or the agerda, ngE e

b sud. W was wmeherstogd s fending tas]l}- eough e jew,” ke said,

ek wleet o @il Amean wothny
madition wHl he e bass for co.
.f)['.:r:;!iran [-TH g cnoley et ox

Mok arave wanllil e pmvedad tor » et ad Mo said she g sboukil
Siate it ot offer m g ndan noHEs menth's Poder B ot fei 2 nationad chiective to make |
hbE CHmpBiEh. SIREWE B T Hailgneo ; i . ruther
side Wellangopg Faebiy £ in court based, oy fie voae MM, r
1285, But v sl ik leave

Baitle b
I 303

I P, Lie meade histore oy
{uest p'i ke individe i s J ;
54 i h a el
ey ingmry
Uz backing ni Motise:
'Jdu.. Bmw

iphiv desiebie
T R thie
WOIrees L
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SUITE 303

148 CASTLEREAGH STREET

SYDNEY CHAIRMAN

MSW 2000 PROFESSOR JAVID FLINT

FAX: (02} 267 BB26 EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

TEL: {02} 261 1930 WRS IENNIFER TRELEAVER
16 Sepiember 1993

Mr Jan Monk
8 Stanley Road
EPPING N8W 2121

Dear Wr Monk,

Following a recent telephone message you left for Professor Flint, he has asked me to
write to you and let you know of the Council’s interest in the Family Law Act, in
particular section 121, and of its submission to the Joint Select Committee which inquired
into the Actin 1991,

I find, however, on going through our files in relation to this mater, that you did
correspond with this office early in 1992 and, at that time, Mr Jack Herman provided you
with this information.

¥f you have any grievance against a specitic newspaper, which you feel falls within the
Press Council’s principies, you are of course welcome to odge a formal complaint with
this office. Professor Fiini does not feel it appropriate for him to withhold articles from
any publicatior requesting them, as the views of the Press {ouncil should be freely
available for dissemmation.

Yours sincerely,

/
C/Jennjfcr Treleaven

Executive Secretary

Fogye addroaz o0 cormsapnndenos fotne CESoUTIVe Zasvetany ai sooress showe,

7
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k“\() ACT/V[ BESE0 ZUE SYDINEY oTv LT AT 300 796 3857
% Vre PAUIFIC mlGHWAY, GREEMWACH M3W 2023 TEL 27 930 8954, FAX 02 904 7737

31 August 1953

Mr I. Monk
8 Stanley Road
EPPING MNSW 2321

Dear Ian

Thank vou for vour letter cnncernlnq your interast in viewing
ny car collection. I appreciate you taking the time and
trouble to write to me.

The majority of m»y cars aren’t in Sydney and are not ea51ly
accessible, sc it s not really possikle to see them. I'w
sorry I can’t couply with your request, but I‘m sure you
understand.

Thank you again for vour letter.

Yours sincerely

dHN LAWS C.B™)

SVD’\JE‘F pInlaie

PROUD EURPCRTES
i3 THe STONET 200 B




Family
court 1ssues
to change

Family law campaigner Ian
Mank beiiaves a five-year baitle to
reform the édversartial nature of

.the Family Lew Court is om the’

brink of success.

Mr Monk, who visited Coffs Har-:
bour seversl times during his bab-,

tle, believes it is now inevitable
thet mediation rather than ltiga-

tign will become the normal way o'

regolve the izsues assnc::ated with
most divorces,

In 1951 he suceeeded in having
% ioint parliamentary inguity set
up into the Famil_v Law Court.

That commictes’s report recom-
mended mediation and a pilat pro.
gram has been ruming suocessinl-
Iy in Melbourne for eight months.

Federal Attorpey Gepmeral Mi-
chael Lavareh has been quoted as
saving & derision was imminent on
the future of the mediastion pro-
CesE. -

T very comiident it's going to
happen,” Mr Monk said.

Tm toid all the judges of the
Family Jourt want mediation and
I eap't imagine the Atterney Gen-
eral r::-pms‘n:r it in those circum-
stances’

Mr Monk believes that ugr to 80
per cent of pouples could resolve
thelr differences amiczbly through
mediztion. without reserting to ex-
pensive amd time-sonsuming litigs-
LUl

He wishes it had been available
back i 1980 when he and his for-
maer wile reached an agresment oa
their divoree, eniy o se2 him later
danied aceess to his sons, whick he
blames on his wife having a law-
wer who wag orientated towards
lifigation.

T think mediation could have led
in cooperaiion belween my fomper
wife and myself where we satisfoc-
torily resolved the issues,” Mr
Monk said.

‘Tnstead, litigation cosi me
370,000 and Zidn't resolve the ac-
eess gquestion satisfacterily for the
parlies.

“Wo're 21l ionseent people in
these cases and we don't dessrve
to be put on trial. These are not
metiary which should be decided
by ltigation.’

Az for Mr Moplk, afier fve yesrs
of living off {amily resources, be
now beligves his baitle iz all bui
over ard be is leoking for a joh.

Coffs Hachour -Advonafe, "i‘._li_umr.&ay,ﬁeptambe’f'i!,' 1993



SEE QUEENSBERRY STHEET.
NORTH MELSOURNE, 3051
TELEPHONE: (03} 326 5757
Fi3: (03} 325 2877

8th November, 19%3

Mr. Ten Monk,
# Stanlev Road,
EPPING. 2121

Dear Mr. HMonk,

Thank vou for your lestter of 26

Lctober., I regret the lateness of this

acknowledgement due to my absence from
Melbourne over the past fortnight.

T

I will study your aocument &s soon
as possible and hope to write to yvou
again once I have done so.

Yours sincerely,

L
<£§;Cﬂcﬁnmﬁqhnﬁge

E. A. Santamaria
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Armidale, NESW 2351 Australia

Telephone (067} 73 2084 Facsimile {067) 71 2634
Email Broce ThomBune.edu.ay

i

The University of

NEW ENGLAND -

Professor Bruce G. Thm-q
ViceChancellos

& November 1994

Mr fan Monk
8 Stanley Road
EPPING MNSW 2121

Dear My Monk

Thank you for letting me see your portiolio of newspaper articles detailing
your campaigin inte family law reform.

While there is nc doubt that you have been a tireless fighter for reform
and that you have indicated changes io the system. 1am afraid The
University of New England has no formal mechanism (o recognise work
other than that conducted by an enrolled student. Iam sorry if this seems
insensitive to your efforts but there are no avenues available for public
acclaim through the University. )

P wish you every success in any future extension of your Campaign you
may be planning.

Yours faitifil (y

-

Professor 1 W Staddart
Acting Vice-Chancellor
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By VICKT CUBING

Described as the first private

individual in Auscradic to puoeesd
iz Bavimp o juink porlicmentary
inguiry 3¢t up, lan Monk hes msds
reforming tamily few hiv wlilmate
ambition and, after five years of
battling, things are Onally stertimg
o pay off,

The ddpesrold diverced father
of two hae batiled for fTve ¥ears o
apn chanpas to the Family Low Ach
tlsat would anconrage fnd rooDgIISS
ning custody and the rights of both
onrents.

Hix ume-man crasads had fad him
sround ke sheie aeaking suppovt for
Tl crtiAe

White wmaking steps sewards re
ferm, Nr binnk hos o breader meal
i miad for ibe whale family faw
syklent.

“ heliave iE sheule e o national
ahjective tn make sl devarce come
eunity based vether inun enurt
hawred by 20567 My Mook said.

I belivrs the eomntuiity hey the
capmcity Lo handle divoroe e
re swiflly thon tiw cedrts. The
faami by court &5 8 hiluek tinle of funds
ane a waste of fre fneoa lon ool
rulenited Lowwnrs”

e holieves (ke aitundion in Aus
vt thomid be reversed an bhat
;rnvL custody 4 the proferred uption.

Juw an thave §8 A fauit diverce
weme A eys, thera shontd ba ni {ad
sl ne faly costoady,” he
aid, Aceess Lelals, when one par-
rel 25 is PUAUT pALYCTIE. BEE

cnreort Fuzwily  Law
ariler for zode sustody
s ey L

Loy
s, o
15 Felibeker, Lhee conel grod
uH parant wrikly b ofd

AL nuvﬁcr T, Bateriey,

PR RS N

- " e
& z AR AR R

unbil one or the other makes o seie
ctesbodty avder.

e avatet raew hass ehibrenchen]
aexist viows wheve the mothor mere
ihan oflen pela costady,” fe snid.

An Inguiry inte Family Law o
1992 led to majo: reform bhat now

CFECOPTIESS jHEL castedy, provided

eouplesresolvetleirdipputesthrough
maiatinnzad npbthresghbheoogrta.

“I believe this i the mest fando.
tecniod chekes L Gy Taew md in
che mowt wignifinnnd step sines Som-
iy lew was eteadiwesd,” Fr bonls
annl

En Movember 1994, Mr Mok wap
suderstll ie having a second parlia-
mentary inguiry sst oup inte the
Ohl!{! Gupperl Seheme,

TFima rowieiiog of b i ll'qullTV WwWeITE H
FARE respmenendutione wilh
onb aecire Phe sl syrndfion sl
i 1he apathion of Uhe regporsi-
bility of 2ach prrent to pay sipgaad,
Loy R biesl ol hiw or e capneity,

These are only twe of 2 sumber
af issues Mr Monk ha.q raized about
the offectiveness of tha femily faw
sraterm in Australin,

“in oy epinim, my work has
vesulted in the most wmp:thu.b
reforny e farily law aee

i Wowi bea Rean owenrliing o
worda the thv"i'mmcr;.. of divo

medintinne az spnosed o s
Ciprnangs
it wnui.r! h".,- hs:r.mr T EVETRIIL

w*lhe‘u! Faavi jf L; g_.u 4] LE}L‘I"t Tl
throagn i r"lLGHLL- " b auid.

A theird impuiey I Mok has seen
nqt.ﬂ,h!m"t | UL?!ulFlf_,' ui the over

GLIL S L TLETE T T |

roforie B ethes p
e idion

July i, 1286 Tade E‘ive

[RRELE

Famliy Hw reformes
ian Monft with socns
Jamie {top) and As-
drew. “UH s be
beller tor overyone
o heve the coupie
wiorl thinge owtd
withowt having o e
‘0 court ub tiﬁr'rﬂmn
a medigtpr,’ iy
Flenl faliaves,
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1AM Bomk bas the
distioction of being the

. Hwst privete ciizen io
. this conmtey to instipate

a Joint Prriomentay
Emgedry.

Boack in I9EE Mr
Rfomin ser out on what
wias fo Be a five year
hattle o chamge the
Family Law Act.

&fper poing thropgh
the legad mangle o or-
dai fo gain access G his
two sops, he decided

- eeouph was enongh,

In 125 his hard
work paid off - the
Foamily Law Court un-
derigok to inmeducy me-
distion s the first siep
in @ivorce proceedings,
pacticularly in custody
or hild acress dispries.

Y dide’d wamt my
sons B grow op snd
bave io experismcee the
adversarial fvipd that
experienced im the fam-
By court,” be said yes-
{erday.

Dairing the height of
hix  cempaign, Mr
Mok iravelled through-
oput MEW in an effort
to frnm op suppoet Ioy
hiz proposed reforoas,

The do-year-old was
e Oramge on  Friday
with hik sons, Andrew
st fomic, a8 part of 8
sour of fhe old wer
T,

Law-rsfermisr ier Monk with his sene Andrew, 1%, ond Jamis, ¢

5. Phote: STEVE QDS

o)

-]
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Fight
far from
over for

battler

5{ ROSEMARY MORT]

IAW WONK, the Sydney
dsvuwewh::tmkmthe

shace the divorce eight years
ago which sparked Hs ons-
man campaiFn for justice.

It was the ‘imustce’ of

for ¢hanges tg the Famaly
Law Ad. .

He says through his

effors 0 force & Senais Ing-
uiry mto the act there heve
been bwo mpoTmd  major
changes:
u A system of medizton has
been imtmodeced a8 an alice-
native o expensive  legal
aTtan

& Jjomt-cupstidy 5 BOwW
ereamii

“For oo this B &
imporan a5 winsng e
woie wis for wonen,” be
sand.

in 882, b Mook, 2z

pmmﬂsgﬁxwaiedb@rib:

¢ publicity aned then meved o

ViCTOR ...

& e nen o Ve RN

ming speed” o swi alb
ST R,

Llbsagh be hew s som
with om &e 10 doys, Mr
Mok szys de coum syREm

But lan Monk, pictuwred with son lamie, says thé battle with “tha

system' is far from over

Pas vohbed him of his role
a5 & fatber.

“¥ compot fuME nmy oves
ponsibilities oher dar pey-
g child supnest,’ he soid,
oy 20 T CLS G

1)
M&”hcmewhzd}?ms;%;
basﬁmmewdm}'

i alss proposes alt di

Phaota: Tz Harnsley

aityhamed by tha year 2000,
Il of going o coun
he proposss cougles would
Rt o Thetienr o reashee
T IR,
“Enere is penral simpon
e cpEmzy D
move v thet dieston,” be
soid, “The b B oo &
osired yer
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lnzr cime Seiney  Gather

Ian Mank visled Dubbe il wag
—Sog foy cnpsaign for snpport
an epic (pld tn pel whel

I._--.a aaw as Famify Law Ceurt
imjustioss chnnmed.

+ AMonk's loog, afton s

' wlbg, NIERRE Y IMPTOVE e
wotial runts of fAthers regeed
funr years and thausands

lomnetrey around Ausbraila,

He weok up his coogade after
certody af ks oo Bove wes
awarded to his cx-wife darieg

voree proreadiage.

' His paﬂ"ﬂtulg Linwe n’aﬂ gt
from evaryday hiving tn posk s
by hpres every [oetinght, Da

I rinted ant.

There were no birthdars, no
Ohustmuozes aud no 3pecisl oo

I ’ l}! FRODY GEAISOW
L

o,

' The property menaper Has re-
turned tn [Niekhn o kappive mon
thit woekond.

The eouree of his amile was
.,..Jvmi]‘s his =mms Andrew amd
e wons eioss ab his side

arr b eelied ak the Wesltern
crdlay oifice.
The " trio e emoving their

Iyl hOJLL:!,:,' tapether B oseven

AIPE.
B Mok v visiting pless
pich as Dubbn wh ORI
nities, ored pariiculorly thet oe-

a, Hsppurwd his t‘lgﬂﬂ--

' 1Irdl :im. Jamiv ace Ly geb-
ting fo fnaw ont snathor Apai
wigpp o fous-yase peciod of

’ L ganert cnused HE TS
wly babilde.

friombe said Lesi: ark 1w

Tievearectd wea

ool the honmese Giligs that

st

dig 15 4 Lappy swory Loviuse

B ol cuesieaiy
i said yesterdio.
o et
3
[Nt
ool

oo o) el
alot eak
muing fdads L

F'“'“‘-“ me\r

' ’ g a u;

Tden cownn@ien
.]enmnbv.r 15EE, after his
B e page

& &

song Angrew gnd .Jemie; back tc asy [henk you fof heip and suppon recelved Ik commpitiza such a5 Dybbo. FHEYE: LUS LU2CRIAGA

1 lan dlank Wit

AR L L

R
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Family law campai

AT

ner says ‘thanks

B a.

L

g

Juiy L, F593.

1Fa

THE DAILY EXAMINER, Tuesd

A SENCERE thesk you v
exprossed by fandly lew refoom
campaigoer, lan Monk, fns week
g5 Lhe passed througk Gralton
with kig tee sone famie, 12, mnd
Amfrew, 15, on bis way back o
Syduey.

#Te pul it blendly T wotlda’
have been able 10 Rave sohiny
whatl | odid i it wase™i o b=
help of coealry sewspapers like
ihe Rty Examiner,” dir bioni
said.

Tan Mook fias Jed = seven-
yemar campaign to reiosm [amily
law Tegislalion after he lost ec
vess ko his sons in 108E.

Mr Moai took his campalgn
om ihe rose around the Srate and
into Queenslaad in an offon
chanpe divorcs procesdings and
tntrodece mediation &s 2 firs
step in obtuining child costedy.

Mr monk can boast thal he
was the firsl private individual in
Ansfralia w0 have a Joint Padi.
mertary iRguiry usebiished,
along with a committee, Io ex-
amine the administration of the
Faznily Conrt.

*Tha metropolifan  pupers
wouldn't even iiperview me. I
think 1 achieved pethaps Hiee
perapraphs in a Bydney deily,”
e said

“The response om propie in
the gountry o my batie has
been the most amazing.”

He suid, however, therr wers
still & few goals lelt do achieve,
incloding removing divorce from
the court siuation allugeter and
inic the & comuganity =aviron-
neg.

Bt would ke o better emviron-
meal. moie ceture! for mediation
and save everyont money Ihat
just gues o the fegal profee-
son.™

Hnt he =said ho would leave
that campsign (0 someone efse
g5 hz was pleming fO CoIGER LD
stedy,

“I'm iooking forward to study-
ing something in the ares of
colnseillng.” he suid.

wlr Moni's onfy disappoin.
mant hus beep p koock back by
the University of New Englan:
{UMNE), where he obtained £ Sai-
emes degres fn 1971 Ano# re-
quast far tcoognitien of his camn-
RRIES.

tHe said UNE was ihe oniy
vnbvergily i had contacid for
an Rodorery deprol with whith
to recognise his work
& REGHT: Family Lew re-
foemer and Tsiher, 3zo Monk,
with his weunges! s6n la-
mie ... visifing ihe Cieareme:

Valley ic szy thenis




Jad’s fight for

access leads to

WHEN the Family
Court rzfed that Tam
Rionk would have only
nite hotrs sccess to bis
twa sons erery farimight,
the determined dad be-
gan & five-year proiest
that made history,

Mir Rfonk’s determing-
tion io see chaages to the
family law system led Bim
on & campaign across the
canniry.

Tir Monk carapaigned
from 1383 to 1992 10 gain
sopport untit Benator Da-
vid RBrowzhil, of Tam-
D worgh, offered o ipiale
" the epll For 2e inquiry.

Eir dMonk, from Ep-
ping, NSW, became the
first Amsiralian o succeed
. fa instigating ¢ Jeint Par-
i Hiamentary Inguiry.

That inguiry fed to twe

" ; others,

Recommendalions
i from: fhe third inguiry are
yet to be released.

Bir Monk, who visited
the Gotg Coasi with sons
Andres, 5, and Jamie,
13, oe & family heliday
for the first time im seven
vears, told how he boped
For furtber changes te the
Family Law Act,

Despite ieaving behind
kis full-time job of cam-
naigning to CconceniTate
ou a normal fife sroin, Mr
Monk wanis further inves-
tigniisns intz the wey
divorces are  bandied
through the courts,

“I'm bopieg that this
third juquiry will provida
evidence that will suppord
Wy seggestion te make all
diverces communiiy-based
by the vear 010" said

M Monk.

. By reking diverce out
i of the cowts iy will lassen
cmetienal turmoll for fhe
pavents sad childrem, &5
well as lossen the legal ex-
penses far pereats and
things conld predably be
resefved more easily,”

Tke first tnguity re-

three inquiries

MONK: Campaign

sulted in 2 repart by the
Joint Select Committes on
Asperts OF The Operatien

- And Iaterpretation O The

Family Law Act.

That repart made rec-
ommendattons inchding
medistion to sveid fitiga-
tion, apd the awarding of
joint custody,

Mr Monkt said both
recommendations had
been implemented.

The report slso jed o
secomd inquiry imio the
operation and effective-
mess of fie Child Suppert
Scheme,

That inguiry cosciudad

that the Government, as 8 -
‘matter of urgeacy, bad ko

address the anomalies im
the scheme so both par-
ents would share an eguzl
hurden of the cost of sup-
porting their children si-
ter marriage breakdewn.

Mr Mok is now
waiting on 2 repert from
the third inguiry which is
imvestigating adminisira-
tion of the ¥emily Court

of Austrahia,

ASHMORE ROAD
SEAFQOD AND STEAK

_ 5 SiAt
FULL LOBSTER MORKAY
$25.50

o

GPEN 10 CONTINUGUS &
PHONE 5539 3776 &

X
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AN CAMPAIG
REFORMS FAMILY

e WL o e T N T e b

SAMILY COURT
LAWYERS

'-_r’iﬁ!rm o angolialy oulrageous intunss
ST AN RISHEG 41 the Paresmatty Saacts

:,.i F‘E‘ﬂ: D QUaranTEer BCoeRs W My Son3 tyr
4, Theirsinhdays, my mithday, Fathere Day,

Hfiduys, weakends o DB

lify, M stalus Has bewn strigped @ thal o
B by he removal af ey Jan: guzrdianship
200U in this fown b believe fhul thase sare
-fighis violations only feppened in pountdes

.

R T VUt I O

Flashback to 1983: Mr. Monk with ﬂ;e sign elaimiszg“thir;'d workd™
injusiice hy the Famlly Law Conart,

A Bydney father's saven.year cam-
peipn toreform the Famiby Law et
ane the Family Law Courk of Aus-
iradin has resulied in important
amendmmenis Lo Sivorcs and child
custody procedures,

Ian Alonk began bis campaign in
Deveraber, 1988, after 2 Family
Tew Court decizien romoved his
Joint puardianghip of his two gons
and limited his sccess to them fo
eight houre g fertnight.

Mr. Monk travelied thronghout
Euaenaland, Victoriz and South
Australia Lo rally suppart for his
push forapaviiamentary inquiryin
the Fumily Law Aet, calling tor the
infroduciiom of a system of joint
cugiody, resalution of cueiody dis-
putes {hrough medistion rather
than adversarial courl ballles, and
recognition of fathers’ rights to take
part in lheir children’s up-bring-
ing,

isiting Stanthovpe n Cetober,
1689, Mr. Menk said that the sys-
tem of awarding sole custody toone
garent snd “access” to the other
eprived the nen-sustodial parent
of their guardianship and legal
righis asz ¢ porent.

Ir: 3821, Mr. Monks made history
us the first private individusl in
Australia {v succesd in having &
hint Parkementory Inguiry setug.

With tha haeking of the Matinnal
Perty Senater, David Brownhill,
tha inguity was esteblished to lock
inta asperts of the Family Courl's
operatinms,

iy regort recommended media-
Hon in the family cout system ag
an altaruntive to lEgation.

£ gecond parliamentary inouivy
Ydred gt the Child Suppert Scheme,
and g Hhirdinguiry, stillin progreas,
is reviewing the funding, functions
and effeciiveness of the Family
Court of Australia,

Thieweal:, 3r Monlk wos back in
Stanthorpe on & “viekery lap” to
thuni those who helped hirm in his

;

guccesslnd push [or Pamily Law
reform.

*"I'he two major achievements of
ray campaign have beer the inkro-
duetion ofioint custody for parents,
and z system of mediation in the
faenily court thai may help to re-
solve ail the lsgues of divores in 2
lece stressful way,” sald Mr. Monks.

“1 think what I did was to raise
some of the izsues in publie,

My work was to {ind sullicient
support to bring about the inguair-
ieq, io perguade Lle polilicians to
move for the Inquivy and to per-
suade the Demacrats o support
iLhe call [or the mguiry, ;

“I am very happy with thz changes |
ihal beve been made. Joint cus-
tody I see as a fundamental ad-
vapee that i analagous to when
women wort Ehe right to vete at the
bheginning of this century,

“Really, it iz 5 fuly historic stap
forward.”

Mr. Monkis said chat the next step
in Family Law reforn: shonld be to
zat maks divorce procedurs com-
mnity-hesed, ruther than courk-
hase, by the year S010C,

A happier Mr. Monk in!
Bianthorpe this week with son

Jamie, I8 i




Family law
campaigner
seeks talks

NIVARCE and onsd
hzarings woodd Be taken o

with mediation i a Svdner-
based [(amaily law reintm
camnaignor bas s way,
toan Mok visiled Ipswich
veslerday with his two sons.
Ife has zchieved Ris frst
ang ol steeducing aedia-
Biom »s e first step in
divorse proseedigs.

My Monk's Tight for
changes o lhe Family baw
i Arl siaried in 1988 aster 2
i ool hatlde 0 dain azoems
I kis tog soes.

e mede Ausiraliza poii-
real hisiory inm 1451 b
necoming the frst bod-pat-
Hasnenlery peisoR i9

cieeee] m Raving & jolnt

warlizmeriary isgwicy
proehiished
e weuity 1At e cper-
alizns of the fFamilr Law
: Caurt recofomended media-
Clinn im Fhe [.'-:rrl'-!_\' cnark
I gyaorn soomid e an aller-
nive ie litgatea.
Whils the courd cuerent|:

nalive, Mre Monk s2id he
belivved i1 should be
compilsory

mr Monk said the nest
stap shpeld be Lo sel a
nafiona! abjentive in meke
diverce comomunity-based,
raiher Lyar mouri-basod, by
ire vear 2018

He said hoth parlies could
wark snpciher, with the help
1 of coenzelling, to selve is

views medistiom s an alier: .

i_ of Lhe couiss and replaged .

| 2ues of child custody, main-

Dignapce ahd prooerty -

diwiskor
"Ths would end the "w-
oAt End Comer” situation
! whers ane pareal feelz hey
have become tire guilty par-
2,7 e sgid.

He snid be would ke in
| e most parenss phves Jont
‘ £eetany and maintenaace s
I
|

taey couid reake jein Seei-
sions 5aui thetr childoes
aad Baw 1o support them, |J

The aearstand Times, Wededsday, lely B, 1995
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Page 2. The Temterfield Swar, Tuesday jaly 31, 1995

PULLING on aseatbelt
has become a matter of
course for most people
when they get in the car
—- after =ll, wearing a
suatbelt is law.

It wasn't always law
butbackintheearly 1970s
a young mar namad lan
Monk campaigned and
campaigned until the
Goverrunent (ook notice
and made it illegzl for
drivers and front seat
passengers to wear
seaibelts.

The law has come a
lang way since thee and
so has lan Monk. Six
years age, unsatisfied
with the Famity Law A,
Mr Monk again hit the
campaign trail. Week af-
ter week he called upon
newspapers large and
szl to carry his story —
a divorced father of fwo
seelting access tohis sens.

Spummed by the large
melropolitan newspa-
pers, Mr Monk tock s
campaign o the small
country papers, callect-
ing clippings and re-
search tnsupprort hiscase,
Finally *he Government
decided 1o lister. Five
years fater he wor an In-

quiryinto the Family Law

Act. The major change for
divorcad perents like him-
sell was the availability of
joint custody .

“Tome,jointeustody isa
fundemental step for-
ward.” Mr Monksaid. "The
othier major thing is me-
diation, which has great
capacity to reduced the -
nancial and emotional
costz of divoree, iF'e been
the greatest amount of re-
form ever tw cover family
iawe”

After celebrating these

s for the

reforms wikh a close circle
of supporters, Mr Monk
fhen looked towards gain-
ing seme recognition for
his work. He turned to the
Uriversity of New Eng-
land where he was once =
student. [ othung,

"They werentinterested
i giving me an honorary
degree,” he said.

Disappointed in the fack
of ineerest in hue achieve-
ments, Mr Mork said,
“From the time they
brought down the reforos

of the Family Law Act
1983 I've nol had & singld
“eall fram znybody o ac
knowledge my worlk”
Nowhe'sfaking Emeou
tothank those who hefped
him along the way, thy
editors who published hi
stery and the people whd
iistened. He's alse on hi
way north te emoy I{}da}rj
of holidavs writh his twd
VOURE Sons, Andrew ang
Jamie, who sparked his
interestin starting bis cam
PRIETL SN Vears ago.

TAKING & W L-EARNED REST ..

. Famiky Law campaigner |an Monk
heads north on olidays with bis fwo sons. Andrew ant Jamies.

r
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EOBB COLLEGE
THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND
AFMIDALE N.SW. 2351

{067} 73 1700
FAX (067} 71 1997
TELEX {University) 166060

24th July 1993

Mr. Tan Monk
8 Stanley Road
EPPING NSW 2121

Dear lan

I write in response to your visit with your son Jamie to the College
during the recent vacation period. I have a good photograph of vou
both to put in the next edition of Roundup.

As you realized I was more than a littie disconcerted by the
directness of your request for me to pursue recognition on your
behalf from the University of New England for vour efforts in
establisking Parliamentary Inguiries into Family Law and the
Famiiy Court,

[ have given the matier some thought and have scught advice at
the highest levels, Reactions have been the same as my own: that
honours of amy kind are usually bestowed upom people rather than
zctively sought by them, and that whiist you undoubtedly put in a
iremendous effort which gained significant resulis your actions
were by no means disinterested. Further the opinion has heen
expressed to me that your efforts and campaigning were part of a
much wider movement towards eveniual reform.

It is for these reasons then that | am choosing to be equallv direct
in my reply. Despite my respect for your hard work and single-
minded pursuit of your geal I am not prepared to be your advocate
for the recognition vou seek.

Yours sincerely

f
Jan [Wvles -

ead of College



Law Council of Australia 1% Torrens Stevet
The National Council of Lawvers Bradden ACT 2601
: GPO Rox 1989

Canberra ACT 2601
DX 571% Canberra

Telephone (06} 247 3TRR
larernat+ 616 247 3788
Famimile (06} 2480639

BSV.MF.LCADS6S{8156)

20 September, 1985

Mr lan Monk
8 Staniey Road
EPPING NSV 2121

Dear Mr Monk

As Wr Fowler is away from his office and, in any event, will end his term as
President of the Law Council next week, | am taking the liberty of responding
to your recent letters.

i have to say that your understanding that the Law Council is above
Parliament and that Parliament simply rubber-stamps fis wishes 1s so far from
reaiity as {0 not require further comment.

The only way open to the Law Councl! {o influence government policy or
Parliamentary decisions is o put its views forward in the same way that every
other organisation and individual are entitled to do. If the Law Council
infiuenced decisions made in reiation to the report on family law in Austratia, |
have no doubt that it was because the Council presented carefully
researched and argued submissions.

Yours sincerely

8 3 Virlue
Deputy Secretary-Gensral

07
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FAMILY COURT OF AUSTRALIA

Telephore (02) 212 4734 Office of fhe Chicef Exccative
Feesimile (020212 4731 Lionel Bawen Bullding

97-99 Goullnoy Styeet
Bydpey NSW 3000

File: INFORMATION SERVICES

15 November 1995

Mr fan Monk
& Staniey Road
EPPING NSW 2121

Dear Mr Monk,

I refer to your facsimile to my Executive Assistant dated 15 November 1995 concerning the
extraction of staiistics from the Court’s database.

You had asked for the figures on joint custody for each three month pericd going back in time

from the commencement of the current financizl vear. You have not indicated Just bow far
back you wish to go.

1 have been advised by the Principal Director of Information Services that it would involve a
separate program to be run overnight for each three month pericd requested and under these

circumstances I have asked for the figures as a total for each of the three previous financial
vears. These are set cut in the table below:

ORDERS ¥OR JOINT CUSTOLY

3992-93 {g 1994-33

ANE  NEWL  PaRRs SYD BRIS TYLLE ABREL HOE TAUN  DBaNG MELE TOTaL

9253 63 32 1} 54 35 i 33 1 3 1 i31 477
2394 54 4% 20 68 137 ig 177 6 15 3 233 730
24-95 68 64 34 84 o7 20 99 18 27 2 225 751

The Cour’s statistics are published each vear in our Anmual Reporr which | am advised is
generally availabie ffom the Austraban Government Publishing Service. T have enclosed 3 COpY
of our current Annual Report for your information. Additional sratistical information is alse
published by the Ausiralian Bureay of Statistics.



Any requests for statistival information additional to that already published by the Court must
be evalmated by this office on their individual merits. As I mentioned earlier this process is
time consuming and takes staff away from their notmal duties.

Yours faithfuily,

A
. f
\\L LT
L. G. QGlare
Chief Executive Ofhcer
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FAMILY COURT OF AUSTRALILA

Telephone {02} 212 4734 Qffice of the Chlef Execntive
Pamsimile (02) 212 £731 Lions! Bowen Building
%7-99 Goulbum Strest

Sydncy NSW 2000

File:

27 November 1995

Mr Tan Monk
§ Stanley Road
EPPING NSW 2121

Dear Mr Monk,

My Executive Assistant passed on to me your appreciation for the information sent o you in
my letter dated 15 November 1995,

I understand you have now requested the numbers of all joint custody orders made in this
Court since its inception. Unfortunately, I am unable te provide you with this additional
information.

The Court’s statistics were recorded manuaily 1niil the implementation of 2 central computer
database calied Blacksione. The Canberra Registry was the first registry to go on-line to
Blackstone in August 1988 and the process then continued registry by registry until the middle
of 1992,

The extraction of the joint custody figures which have aiready been supplied to you was only
possibie by manipuiating the information now recorded in the complete Blackstone database,
that is from 1592-93 omwards, Records on joint custody orders prior to this time were not
kept In & separate form from cusiody orders generally.

You have aiso asked when the Family Law Act was amended to allow judges to make orders
for jeint custody. Judges of this Court have always had the power to make orders for joint
custedy and in ¢oing so are awars that such arrangements wien ordered, require, at the very
least, a great deal of co-operation betwaen the parents.

Yours faithfully,

b
!ll!. l‘\fﬁ
RS

LG Glare

Chief Bxeoutive Officer
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M agisirates

{2} the Atterney-General approach the Siate Afterncys-General and seek
agreement (o the developinent of 2 comprehensive iraining program for a
tirnited mumber of zppropriate State “iagisirates who would specialise in
fameily faw particelarly in cuter suburban, provincizl und rurai areas;

(b} Sizie Magistrates exercising family law jurisdiction:

£1) fave direct access to the Family Oourt of Australiz for advice and
resfmrch assistance; and

(i have access to the Cour{ Counselling service, in the locsk arca
where possible;

{c} efter specialist State Magisirates recsive appropriate fraining, section
G6{4Ha) of the Fewmily Law dct 1975 be repealed to climinate the
restriction that an appeal fromm a powrt of summary jurisdiction proceeds
by way of a hearing de novey and

(dy  the jurisdiction in property matters in courés of summary jurisdiction be
increased i¢ 5300,800 (the ewrreat level of Judicial Registrars'
Jurisdiciion).

Suuth Australtan Magistrates

the Atlorney-General seck to rencgotiate the agrecmaent width the Government of
South Awsiralie i allow tite ose of Taeal couriz i the areas sutside Adclaide's
central business district,

Alternative Dispuic Besolulion

alternative dispute resofution processes fncluding meediation be pursued in the
family Iaw ares but be comseenity based rather than through existing Fumily
Court of Australiz strectesvs.

Development of a Best Practice Madel

the Famdly Court of Australia develop aad implement a hesf practice model to
ensuze effective buisen and cooperation with ouiside service providers on a
sationad basis,

xE

i



Success in
reform of
family law

By ALEK SCHULHA
Staff Reporter

" THE man who took on the
izsk of seeking to reform fam-
cily imw legislation simgie-
i handedlv, after going through
; a bitter court baitle io gain
: ageess to his two sons, feels
i satisfied with his achiesve-
i mznts and is now looking fora
job.
! As 7 resuit of his seven-year
{campaign. Mr Lan Monk, of
Epping, Sydoey, wos ins{ro-
; mentai in haviag threae sepa-
rate government Ingeiries car-
; ried out imte aspecis of the
| Family Leaw Act 1975, .

His campaign resuited in
major refprms %6 the Act
including the inireduction af
a system of mredistion as ihe
first choice in diverce proe
ceedings, and in particuisr, in
cnstody or child access dis-
pites, the indroduction of the
granting of orders for joinmi
custody, the apticn of pre-nep-
tial contracts and changes to
the operaiior of ithe Child
Suppore Agency.

‘I am delighted with whst
has happened snd 58 & result
we now have joint custody leg-
islation in Australia,’ Mr Monk
said,.

He szid he was ‘enormonsiy
gatisfied’ with the resulis of
his campaign and the chaoges
mude (o the Family Law Act
bat wanted to get back to lead-
ing ‘= normal life” and gel 2
paid job, perhaps as a counsal-
jor.

The former property man-
ager said he would like to eee
2il divorce precesdings
pecame eommonity-based,
rather than court-tesed, by
the vear 2019 bui said ke
fwould leave thal buiile to
! semeone else.
| *This is the end of my wark
"angd I s retiricg from family
i Bawe,” M Blonk sazd.
| He stacied his ene-mean cam.

Crusader: lan Monk is satizfied with his changes 1o family law legrs-

lation and ready to resume a nommaf lHe'.

paign in December iB8E, afier
g Famiiy Law Conrt decision
removed joini puardianship of
his two aons and iimited his
access to thenm to nine hours a
fortmight.

F was Gghiing om two fronis
simplianeousty, something
any good commander wonid
aveid if hercam,’ Mr Monk said,

He zgdmits that the past
seven years were ‘the best and
worsi times of my lifz",

“While I was trevelling
around Assiralis gaining sup-
port for my campaigr | was
aisn frustrated with oy owon
personal difficniiics with tha

Family Court over access to
my own children,” Mr Monk
saaadk.

talthongh it was stressful
for me, mock of the siress had
been due to my own particelar
circumstiances.

‘1 had ne zocess £0 MY VOINR-
ger son, Jamie, for four years.

This was & boge burden of

pain to carry. Secondly, T only
hzd mine hours access 2 fort-
night to Andrew.’

The and of the campaign
angd changes to the Family
Court legisietion have aliowed
My Menk o spend more time
writh his two sons.

——
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for improvements to t

Champion Fermity Law Court reformer lan Monk, of Epping, says his fight
he system fas ended. He visited Tarmeoreh this
weelc to thank supporters.

TAMWORTE - After
years ol  heartache,
Lragedy and frusira-
tion [an Monk aays
he's Letomplied in s
battie o lmve the
Family Law Teori re-
formed.

Mr Monk, 2 snles-
mu of Bpping, was in
Paworth o thank tha
maRy peopie wha have
suppoeried him ginee he
lpnached hin Sme-men
raRpRign againgr ihe
Wamily Luw Courk sys-
fom In 1058,

“E'm eoming aronnd
0 say the Job's dons
and that ink was o
raform the Family Exw
Conrt,™ Mr Menk sald.
“Yhe historic  swing
hns meant fathers cat
sow get joint cusiody.

1 mee it o like
when wolen wezn 1pe
Tight tg vele . . . it's
thal fangamenie?.””

A biiter separation
from We wife and
baitde for feir access
6 fis  childrep eat-
apilted Mr Miomk Inige

kis jomg ghsse  for
TETRTIS.,

Py suecess iay in
three joint sefect com-
mivzea  irvestigatiens
ke lgw oouyE o poae-
tipes, Mr Monk sald.

Keporse 1liled The
Funding mn Admbcis-
iratlon of Fomily Law
Cour:  ©f  Ausiealip
Movember, 1996Y,
Chitd Support Scheme
%EQQ!&E and Cie ground-

rezking Aspect of Hs

fnwerpretation Wemily
Lavy det, 1595 {21898)
wers pber  tabled in
prriiement snd  oone
taimed  Daprovomnonis
e e ascess  Bnd
aEstady aysiem.




Family Law
changes
delight

campaigner

By PETER BARRETT

AN MONKCE  seven-yos
tch” s over.

Thats how long he has
Wwagpd @ One-man CRmpaign b
securz changes Lo Aostmil’s
Farmly Law Act,

wr dork was in Armmdale
rmrenty € report on e sue-
ecse of s canmpaign, which he
saws has alresdy resuliad in
s avd hisiorial changes.
giving the Family Court some
Jitermon for the fomre.”™

e Sydmey man hegan his
atie in T9R9, spurred on By
the implicauons of his own di-
vores settiernent, ncheding ros-
et aceess to his o s0ms,
now aged 15 ang 13.

The first povate individual
t Istgats @ purlamerdaly
inguiry, bz Moepk takes credit
for three repors by the Joint
Select Conmnities on Ausralig
Farmby ETaw lssues:  Family
Law Act ~ Aspecs of Bs Ope-
ration  and Inferpretatzon
MNovember. 1997y Cisld Sop-

; Scheme  (November,
1%64Y; and Fupding sod Ademi-
misiration of the Eamily Court
of  Ausmaliz  {Novembher,
1995,

Aajor chanoes © the Aot
nchude:

# juinl costedy is row eranted
= hany branches of the Famt-
Iy Court Fave 2 system of me-
diation a5 an altsmatve o
expetisive Jepal action

¢ Propenty disgibaton bos =2
S0/%0G stariing goint fwhich be
belicver will fsad o a fairer
distribeion of propsry’

& Prepuphal oowmacts have
bern introrderesd By give poople
the Opporminity o dooAmine

e Armdale, Sraress,. Wednesday, Decenter, 26, 1985 5

SUCCESSFUL MISSION .

Lot

. fzt Monk, pictured: with son Jamig, has completed

his seven-vear campaign for changes to the Family Law Act

low propery i W be shared
before tey get marmied

Wir Mionk sadd be was deter-
mined to put divites o of the
corts and sy from lwyers
im o dews expensive and less
stressfd emviranmet.

He proposes  medistion
cenmes  where  couples  cen
SPCay WIED 9 medidinr W assist
themn B firding a resclution.

“This & the comnplete oppoe-
site 4o lifigetion which assists
ommples to keep fighting umsl
they tur out of Honey.

“Wot ooy will auch &
sysem be les: expensive for
those fniohved, bt it will zkso
lake foe finaacial burden off
the commrunity throuph lower
mnang cofs for the Family
Coun,™ he ssid.

Mir kionk bopes that anuther
recommendation d3lf beng
considered will bz bromght in -
reqening thef porents shon: in
the comt of suppurtng Ui
chifdren zccomding 1 their nes-
pective cupucities.

Adthough wssbed wille e
roseles of his campaigm, e
Mionk s st chaspewentad
wbon apeesy mals,

et

Lt



Bemdigo Advevtiser, Frifay, Derember 29, 1995 — Page 1.

A MAN WHC Spent suven years

* travelking up snd duwn the cask

ern states secking eustedy rights
for divoseed fathers has worn his
bathle with officialdom,

The oneenan erusade by lan
Monk frors the Syduey subuzb of
Epping led w three joint parlia-
menbary Halirics Beite st HE.
each of which endorsed his ¢ase.

The campaign took hitn frem
flairms in the Borth 1o Adelaide in
the sauth, Including severad
shnrs in Bendigs,

i Monk s plight was featured
i an eriicle in the Bendigo
Advertiser on September 18
1568,

B 1§ one of more Whan B0 press
gliprings he carmies with him as &
memento of his epic sbrugale,

Or top of that he had nnmer-
wus radio and ejevision infer-
wigws, gorne from as far away a3
Horthern Territory and
Tninanis
with WES 0 buve eustady
Lupiieations beken awsy from the
courts and wherever postdble,
settled by mediation,

That way divorced {athers
stood & betber charee of geining
reasonaile access bo their chil-
dren, ke said,

Mr Aonk was tatking from
experiznes when hie pullined the
problems somé fsikess eould
face.

Hizs own mamiage ended in
divores with nis wife pranted 2cle
custady of their two Z0ns,
Androw, novw 15, and Jamie, i3,

e was granted nine hours
aeness B dortnight ard s wite
wae given the power o deler-
i the Biming of tee visils,

Jne-man

A BENDIGO Adveriser arficle is one of more Lhar 50 articios lan

ilonk caries with him a8 a memente of his epic struggle.

That meant he could not be
miarantesd acorgs an milestones
guch ac hic or his sons’ birthdays
o Fathers Tigy,

“That Iz nof jusiiec at abl.
Accrss tREE BT VETV WU,

“Where you 0aN have ohe per-
5011 seeking to redute access,
their motives have to be suspect.

“ELiound royscil on Eriad without
having oosemitled phy offenee

In Mr Monk's case, the bitter-
ness brovghtk on by the trial left
surkh an impression thet his
younsest son chose not to see
Frim: Inr four years 2ferwards.

I the walpe of thet, Be Monl

seb ol wo do whel he could to
redrass what he sme s @ benriine
WO,

e balioves he hiss been io
vielually cvery newspaper along
tie custern coast publicising hid
CHEE .

Hometimes he contented him-
goif with inferviews wWith local
, obher times he paradad
guteide koosl family Jaw eouoris
wiih his placerd whirk said in
part: "I um @ vielitn of an also-
luely ouitapeous “Third Warld
type industive ai e Peeamsite
Tamily Law Courl™.

Another of his ploys was o

crusade claims success

soand ar an ndependent candi-
date for the Senate in the 1050

cleetion iz bid o pubticiee his |

ik,

He iosi the election et his -
calige galned momentum ang |
with backing from Hationai .

Party MP David Brownhill, the

fzsue went before a joint parlis-

menkary committes.

Thal wes the fsi of three :

separate hearings, the

mnst |

recend of whicn tabied ity find- -

Ings last month

The upshot was taal Fegeral -
Parlimment agreed with Mr Monlk |

that medlatlon, rather than Lel-
OF, WEE
cugfody Jigputed

the best way to solve -

Along the wey, it endorsed his

eul for divoree sebtlermnents Lo be
epmrntniiv-beged rather than
eourt-iascd by the year 2010,

Afready slgns of progress ave
emerging with dramatic in-
ereages i1 the number af join
eustody orders coming Dom
gotrts,

Mr Monk gaid judpes always

had she power fto issuc such

orders but anlil recenlly had

refrained from doing s0.

The breskihrouph has artived

tan late to help Mr Monk's per-.
soned situavion bub he vemains
eanvinced that his long strugele -

i worbh every bit of the effork it -

Louk,
“Joind cuztody for fathers is

the equivalent for women of-

Fatting the vote,” he gaid.

— KEIFH ALMOND -

ke
e
A
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ian Monk's seven-year campaign o have the Family Law Act changed has resulied in success.

Law reformer wins out after

2EVL]

By ANDBEW MoBRIDE

A Bydney man's seven-year
campaien tohave aspecis of
the Family Law Actchanged
bes endad suacessinlly.

Ian Menk, whe was vigiting
Ballurat yesterday, said he
waz szbisfied with what be had
achieved.

The foMme™ Bropercy
managar's campaign halned to
sgtablizh thres senarans
goverementinguiriza whisk
have now lad tosome family
law chanses.

They inviude the iotreduotion
of & svstem ol medigbion as che
firat choice in divorce

provesdings, greater useof
joint custody, opriong of pre-
nupiizl contracts and ckenges
tothe operation of the Child
Srpport ACency.

MrMonk helieves his higgest
victory was achieving o wider
use of jJoint custody whick
provides sach paTent Wikl
agual ragponsibility for
children.

Hesald £hzi. in the past, the
parent without enstody kad
been left fealing liken
crimipal, with the limizsd
greess wo children like 3 fall
Senience.

Mir Menk'z campigo took him

years of struggle

%o towds througaout
Australin, where he foand
ERPROTE.

Eesaid the kardest part of the
CAMpAion wWak convineing
moliticians te take fhe issue on
hoard.

Eawever, Mr Monk was
determined tosncoesd and
contirned tolabby strongly
for the chapcas io ta broushs
about.

e the past. Austrailans have
had oo say abont Lhe
constrection of famity law.
bt we nave (lad s voice)
during thisissestreform,” he
Sald.




By MARIA GALINOVIC

LIKE a knight refurning from &
suceesstul crusace, Ian Monk i=
on his way home, somewhat hat-
iie weary but jubilant.

ar Mork, of Svdney, has
spent the past seven vears cam-

after hoing hadly done by in un

. I paigning for Tamily Law reform

Acress sl

He prides himeci on inskigat-
ing three inquiriss inte the 1875
Azt

Apvatled and ecrushed by his
formeer wife's courlb-bestowed
power and determined ot to sit
back znd accept the nine hours
ol foetnightly custody he was al-
lorwerd for his Two Foung soms, My

Menk parksd his suileuse and
hit the road.

He campaigned throughk the
medie, pat vigils at Family
Coart eourthouses =nd fupped
into commusity dissetisfaction
at kow divorces were handled.

He froneted 2li complaints o
Maiienal Party Semator David
Brownhill, who offered silent
support, and he lobbied <he
Democrats whe agreed fo sup-
pULi 4 IRgiTy.

The Government alse agreed,
arst At inguiry on agpects of the
Family Lew’s operaiion and is-
terpretetion was tsbled in 1991,
resultioyg in v zystemn of media-
tion and pre-nuptial confracts.

The second inguiry, into the

r triumphs

child-support  scheme, Wwas
tabled in 1994

As far as Mr BMank 1z con-
cerned, its majar result was the
recununendstion that parents
share in the sapport of children
aecording to thelr ability to pay.

The third inguiry, tabled last
month, has iocked into ihe fund-
ing znd administration of tha
Family Court.

Wr MMonk believes the report
i= a plan to eventuslly ciogu
down the Family Courl i favor
of community-hused ediztion
pnd ronkseliing.

Tt w2z one of my objectives
that all divorce become com-
reuriiy-hased hy 20107 AMr
Monk szid vesterday,

“F{ the last inguiry is imple-
mented T will have reached zmy
ohjestives.

“Thae courts cost a lot of mon-
gy just to get people divoresd”

He said access trials were
wrang, hecatge they put one
parent on trizl at the whim of
the other and without a charge,
imposed erugl sentences and
gave the accuser the right to sst
the length of the punishrment.

The ernsade, with its highs,
tows, stress and expense has
heer. vindiczied, freeing Mr
Monk io coutinue with his life.

A sricnce graduxte who has
warlied in real astate, he thinks
ke might retrain and become a
couensellar,
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Law reformer
ends a six
year campaign

Law raforeer 1an Monk takes 2 dreak afler a six yesa:
Family law campaign,

By Karen Benchoin

When the Family Law Coug sestricled Tan Monk o
; his swa song for Jasr cigie hones 2 foreigie, Be
irnmediataby stz dhe sysent hod o change.

That was back 1 4L and siter speading sin
losbbryings the Covetnmert Wi Monk s achisvad s zise

Mr Mask, who comes from e Sydoney sabuek of
Upping, b wuncecded in introdiocing medistion as a
alipmative step o the kv soris B resobving sestedy
dispmies, und daid i is time wr lake @ well earned break
fior w webit :

"~ Aomstsite] redis Iun means for thase Tavolved they an
zhla to esoape the siresses asd stperses ol litmetion.

Ve gaidd medielion wandd be seen 8 & nspuz atzadlion
for wmyons wie bas been titrouek e Famiiy Law Cousts.

“Towos pot onoeriel wiihom hoing charged wath
uussrtting, @ affenor and may woouser was Bived the
poweer te delerming the lenglh of my seabence

T dun’ =oe thet as anything Sty resembling |

Hu alar bresdieves i pocedore of cusody bais d.:'o.l;\.-
shie CoRarts 26 cxrreimely ol e die chilben v

The amimosity betweeh foysell ane amy Fomnces wiln |
led eme of my sons o not visiome for four yeers whict
kiptighey the hardehip a ooun case can impass.”

anet while e heliaves medi i the right passaps
far many people b1 the surmenmin b underaends she
amity Law Countotgy be the oniy altematove for sone,

He iz dlso hnpefr_I dhivores soilomends will bo
comrenily Bosed Ty the yonr 2000

L i ctrlasnly save e tan peyer a labof moncr.”

My Monk’s six year gne mas cmswie Seused on the
captect) Al amd De saad i avobeed o doli thne
SO LT

ST prea o b ahie o come bazk by telf peo,
¥ bave achioved sfier 4ix years — I think the!
Impactan:,

“Understandobly paopie were a bit hestam shour ey
enezc snfEElly DU boon now prowdly shive prop
§ have dome ™

Abng 1l wey &
h:uums'uy the {mr:
suceewd i havice & Jtﬂr! F’i 1|a.nmm=f Enjoary sei un.

That s the ¥irst of € Sep@iae esrings, @il e
resyits of dhe fingl hearing tabled in Novender,

Throtgeos 3 eenpss, Lh, SEL L IO aE
frasily w0unis Raiditye wul beters ket prorie i s
copgplaifits against s connt. fie was brcked by o bang
Pasiy WiE T oab
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NEARLY six years
down the trask, Fam-
ity Court reform ac-
tivist Ian Monk,
pictured, revarned 1o
Criffith this week as
part of the last leg of
hiz campaign.

Y1 campaigned
here in Griffith in the
early part of my Dat-
tle fur reform,” he
&5i4.

“It's fmir to saY
thet this ic the end of
my campaign, which
has resulied in tiree
inguiries into the
Family Lew Act”

Hiz haitle hegan
afigr o bitler custody
fight in 1988 when
his access to his two
children, then aged
nine angd SEven -was
limiied to eight
hours & lortnight.

He then took to
the road lo campaign
ageinst what he saw
was the blstent blas
igaingt men in di-
voree actions, taking his
protest north to Cairns n
Aueensiand, throuwghout
MW, ACT, Vietorian and
South fustralia.

The majcr advance iz
vamily T.ew. he belisves,
fas been the move to medi-
srion as the firgt choloce In
iivorce zebiong, particnisr-
I¥ relating Lo joint custody
of children.

“This ws been the hbig-
gest advance in divores o
e past 200 wears” Mr
IMonk sait.

in the past three yeass
e neaher of corders for
inizt cusiody made by Fam-
I Court indpes had 1m-

sticcess al

proved around ihe country,

the total o inereasing by
nearly 300 from 477 In
1895-93,

"Other majer advances
have been the introduction
of the system of mediation
into the Family Cowrl and
the recoremendation from
thie inguiry into the child
support schems that boil
parents should coniribuis
1o the finanecin! wpkeep of
thaetr ahitdren.”

tailed
the

Another  report
izgi MNovember inic

Srnding and administration

traliz signalied the =hl
of Tunetions of the coonrt o

The Arez fews, Wednesdsy, Jacuary 10 1996, Page s

ar

magistraies snd shilting
mediztion into the commu-
nity.

“This sucresis counsel-
ling will ke shifted into the
community and with that's
the recommendation that
the Family Court becomses,

in ihe long ferm, part of

the Federal Court., I see
this document i reality as
Being 3 pln io close down
ihe Family Conirt over a pe-
riod of time ™

BMr Toni was last in
Grifilh in early 1880 A8 an
independent candidate run-
ning for Henzte, a move he
cladins he mede o increase
coverage Tov reform

hrig

ampaign

campatgn.

“The purpose wasn't to
pet elected but to atiract
more media interest in the
issus and [ achieved my ob-
jective.

“a5 the most vizible ad-
vocate for joint custody, I'd
like to think I had a litile
bit to do with the three in-
quiries that came about afs-
ey [ began my campaign.”

He said he was retracing
the stops he made during
hig lengthy campaign to
“gnread the good news”™.

“Ioint custedy, media-
tion in the commumiiy and
hopefully when the Family
Court is eventually clozed
down, it will be better for
all concerned.”




Stefan Sojka

From: Jack Bassatt fjeassett@ve.mg.edu.ail]
Sent: Monday, 11 March 2002 09:38 Al
Subjsct: Respoise to your letter

e LT
Ypnine MEW F1H1

Dear Mr Monk,

T heve received vour reguasi geskiang peroission o con ento Canpls sad band oot
makterial retated bto vour capatity &3 oa Fonlitical acT :

A 20rry, Dt I sannoi grant voed such poowission. The University doss not =nocursge
mempers of culLuide orgauisatio ar individusls, to use the University to distribute
matarial Lha! may be controversisl.

pe szen ay bheing puadgeusntai or aegalive

Tais policy =of
towards the issue

the U-_versiiy =toi.
5y TIAY Wish Lo ralse.

Thaak wolu ZoT

the collection of venr work., T will pass it on to sur Division o Law
for possibhle ipol

Waion In fthedr Zaw Library.

Yoruws & nasrely,

Frofessor Jack R Bassstro
Dopny YVice-Charceller (Administrationd
Magquarie Univerasity
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UNIVERSTTY OF CANBERRA

THE LIBRARY
LAW TEAM

%

Mr tan Monk
8 Stanley Rd
Epping 2121
NSW

‘Dear Mr Monk,

Thank you for your donation of your book: How |
established two parliamentary inquiries, etc which we have recently
added to our Law collection. | believe the volume will be of use and
imterast to students in our law programmes here. it is a clear
demonstration that one citizen’s persistence and determination can
still make a difference.

Thank you for thinking of us,

Yours Sincerely,

Hugh Malcclm,

Faculty Support Librarian, Law
email: hm@isd.canberra.edu.au
8 January, 1996

Kirinari Smest

Brice ACT

o Bor il

Betconnes ACT 2616
Ansizatia

Teisphon:

51 & (03)Z01 51t
Facsimiie .
L2k

L0F G (OO 5395



Spdner kel of Tuglauwd

Uhrmmnme Srhest

WMeeptd £

i HMreabdbwanier

4 Scptember 2000

Mr I Monk
8 Stanley Road
PPPING NSW 2121

Dear Mr Monk

puring to make contact with

I am conscious that you have been endeav
into my Office a few weeks

me to discuss the publication you dropped
ago.

I am alse aware that Mr David Spurr, in his rolc as Assisiant to the
Headmaster made contact with you as I had requesied.

It would appear that following your recent conversation with Mr Spurr
further discussions would not be advantageous. I am therefore
returning your publication as requested and T thank you for conveying

it to me for my perusal.

A

Yours sincerely

e

Robhert A1 Grant
Headmasier
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@ ian Monk . . . pressing for Family Sourt reforme.

ok

+ MEMBERS of Parliament should
spezk out publicly pgaingt decisicns
and policies of the Pamily Court, law

“reform ernsader Mr Jan Mook said in
Albury yeaterday.

Mr Monk praised the Deputy Prime

Minister, Mr Tim Pischer, for. last year
breaking a long-standing convention
that politicians must not criticise
judges. L S
$ut that was in relation to the High
Ceurt and Mr Fischer and. gther MPs
-till had the attitude that thd Family
Court wes bayond crificism,. T
" Mr Monk, of Sydney, fought a long
campaign of taliies, viglls,. lobbying
and lellur-writing that eventuelly led

to three parlimmentary inquiries into

the Family Court:
He said the first resulied in 8 sya-
tem of mediation and pre-nupival con-

tracts and the second in & recommens

dation that parents share the support
of children pezording to their ability to
pay. .

But nothing had been dene about
the third inguiry completed in 1995,
which looked into the funding and ad-
ministeation of the Family Conct,

Lonseguently, the court continued o
ra3t the taxpayers mitlions of doliars.

Mr Monk is continuing his nine-year
Augtealia-wide cempaipgn for reform.

He has worksd to persuade govern-
ments . that diveree should bhecome
communi{y-based by 2010, using medi-
ation centres ingtead of courta.

A bk of his campaigne is veed in

seheols to-slrow—what can be achieved-

by sustzirad media and Tnternet cam-
paLgTIng. .

‘Nir Monk'a website is:

W¥ . CyTtins. com.efianMonk.
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By GHANTAL CARR

A NEW Soutth Wales law re-
former’s “main chiective iz to

" close down the family court by

2010.7

Jan Monk visited Mackay
this week to genaerale support
for his I-yvear hatile for refor-
mation of the Ausiraiian famiiy

court.

Since 1989 he has been the
driving force behing three fod-
eral government inguiriss,

They were: Aspects of Opera- k-

tivn and Intevpretation of the
Family Law Act 1575; The Child
Support Scheme; The Funding
and Administration of the Fam-
ily Law Court of Australia.

Mr Monk said he initisted the |

inguiries from his own tima and
money, using the inherifance of
his Iste veterinary surgenn fa-
ther’s New South Wales esinte.

He zaid he wanted to make
the changes because of bis 1988
Parramatta familty cont ivial.

He said the court ordersd he
be permitied nine howurs a fort-
night aceess to sons Andrew
and Jamie, Who were then aged
six and five.

He =aid the court had ruled
he was immatitre.

“0f the inguiriea I initisted,

the first saaw the instalation of |

the Family court eystem of medi-
ation, not much came of the spe-
ond and the third recominanded
a separate systetn of a commun-
nity based divoree with no law-
vers or judges,” Mr Monk said.

“The third conclusion is po-
tentially faster, loss expensive
and less stressiu! then lidigetion
in the family court.

“Many people want ic close
down the family court to thia
syatern of coramuniiy basad di-
voree, There are big efficiency
galns i this svstem and the
govermment will save monsy
that can be hetier nsed for

FRINTERS & PUBLIZHERS OF
dy Adaronry ¢ Tha i

5y ithwaek < Tae Sardna W

Ay Bugn Talegraph « Mackoy Businass 10 Buglh

ABLN, 32 009 857 450

MERCURY HOUSE - 35-40 WELLINGTOM STREET,

MACKAY, QLT 47405

BOX 5608, MAIL CENTRE, MACKAY, OLD. 4741
TELEPHOME: (O7) 4857 0444
FACSIILE: {T7) 4951 4007

(EDFTORIALY FAX: (67} 4853 4008

usl

bealth, edueatien and defenes,™
IAr Monk said.

He said the maior advantage
of the first and third inguiries
was theyv had broken the mo-
nopoly the fzmily couri held
ovar divorce.

Mr Monk has sinee compiled
a book titled How [ Initiated
Three Farlinmentary nquiries
nis Family Law and Refarmod

lan Mok, ariving force pahind inres inquirios.

our Family Court.

The book includes coples of
Iptters from government bod-
ias, clippings ahomi his fight
fromm newspapers arcund Aus-
fralia and family phetographs.

My campaln o reform the
Eamnify Oourt is relevant fo all
states except Western Austra-
g, My vionk saié,

sk« The Minedd Midwask « Mackay and ths Whitsundave

MEMBER 0F REGIOMAL DAGLIEES OF US| HALIR
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Court crusader puts
forward alternative

By CATHERNE SAKDERS

FAMILY Crort crsmder [an
Iemk vizitcd Bunpary hriclly tis
WEEL 0 XPREHl MG riteeLde
aiternabives ta rhe ue of litigaton
in divgsce.

My Mimmk has been  bravellbng
Anggeetiz for the 11 yaoars ined hic
Swh givorps ended in Blpsion,
rEving hm whs e satd was mesael
actess T his g,

Thoring the time M ook Fas
beco campaigiiog thers have Bera
e gulamestoy bquises iate
wamers refotrd B divieo and e
Fapfy Cemm and ot Acrepyed
recognuion of the teoelie of me-
E LR

““YWhot 1o diisg i simply 18
pihlicty  what muwny people ars
seying privakehy ahoar e Femily
Cowrr,”' Mr Mook saish this woack

CPhilesmpaically pewpl poing 0o
e Farily Couart dre noeend poopis
amd ghavsbere S nu Beioig i3 cowet
ind shoald hrwe the moamer resnived
nEiGs e oot by mediotion,

“Medintion sys Gl Bed people
lo mesobve HWE are (be eppic -
volvel, o having & dacisian im-
pres=f on thesa fram ouiside,

Mr Mosk i calling For e
wislitien af tha Faaily Cuwt and its
replacereep? cativwedy with medinzion.

He admied thers would be pee-
ple who coold oot ragive Wi
ditbevence: throveh mediougr ad
there would cuniime: By be o place
for coua-rgniyved ilivarer.

He sugpessod shis Fedorat Ciam

& lanMnrk
mipht nr a newer place for gz then
e Fammily Covn,

“Theredl be wome wOn sun’
Fesalvg it bt Guwer 4 period of Gme
T suze the averwhelning ma_int'_-ly
of peopts will yor (moedisneay b te
pommangatie way o handie thee
e, M Mnnk said.

“THffesences can be Mone eaaiy
resnlvee ar an eerly stage if oyt
abdperied A 4 CORPOrilive ARTHE-
mhere.

Y ahink pverwazimingly proph
want w1 spldid @5 amicshiy an ey
[E-T

'
]
H

{
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ABOLFTICN CALL: Sydney divorces and divoree lav reionm campaigrer 120
Monk has seited for the abelition of the Family GourtIn favour of compuIsory
divorie and sustedy medi alicn.

Pochwa: LEZE WATFIAZZN

A wurpeieper for fAmily
tawr vefarnt savs the abalitien
of the Family Courl wilk save
{LdpuyoUs toidare awd provide
4 moge caelng sysirm Mer di-
worgimp coupirs wmi whedr
childrut,

Wk lan Bonk has beencamr-
paigaing for swere than 12
veprs agsinst Auslredin’s ad-
vapsarind diverrin sy ELGn af-
ter Ag acrimpmclis divorce
whick bl is foriner wife as
custodiom ol 3Lis BED sofis.

Mr ok, visiting Tuo

" woombs on the werkend, wuid

hizcsmpalgn ®as inskrasen.
tal ir el abilisliEng throoe dogui-
rias inlp tlwe dmily law ays-
per b 3G Inguiry Lnd filbe
pstablisiimont of wedhitemn
procerees Do divorcing oo
Fies, atted Al beading o cus-
tody and propery disputes o
firn thry Bik Ehie CGUTIS.

b BErn, Lo Gpping 1o
Syéney, sais thal 1he system
had proven dsell @ work Ao
woll he woa W catting for
#Hie aholitict of the Family
Cotrt.

Whikeconoaging 2114 of cou-
phus Bl b roacha negotiated
suttbemnent e poinced on? thet
e syaterm In France wilk uot
grasr connles aofiverce witil
they reach A setEiotent saree
oiend.

1 thiok the publis shonld
know thera ave potential sav-
iliEs of $1 billien & yoar if e
close dawn the mdvursarial
sustein I Bavaur uf colLEatE-
iy -aned giverse,” Mr Monk
sa i

Mr bonk said that with
Fridrral cleslions nending, 1%
w211 ideal time e 2ebtey aol-
idicians Fob sliolilion of the
FPamily Ouuri

f

By FRANS WILKIE

wmily AW

Mediation touted
as the way tosolve
complex disputes

SR CGNTRSSRD

erivist” Wi has spent

-+

ISHINE COAST DAILY, Friday. June 29, 2000, Fage 13

[ Hind

i past dacade battiing for
fathers' rights spresd the
ward to the Sunshine Cuast
garlinrilis wen.

“hleslisticn ratlitigntine ix

costs misuciated with the ad
vepguranl family eddTr
ex, Wwdiley divarces
Mool siid

vitme wlbrnane S04l G e
Clese  dowr e {amily
counds.”

i Mionk, £% wants io sEe
Apstrelizain R B
~lai in Byanoe

L e

FRE

prd T v Ernes en Iy s
ring ales kave Aol on
musfndy  And roperty -
PRILENERIEE,
“Huving
&)
[ERER X
theugh,”

Naaks
£LOSE THE COURTS. Family Taw court activist len Wionk £aya
coepdas shouid setfie diapntes thraugh mad |&tiun.

Eh b

GoTiplss

{pmdespuibes.
Mr Monlk claimesd vhetory
far ks ciuse in 190 2ftze e
pstablizhm ol of Fanily snd
Child Mediaiion Servioss.

T kelicve wea ean get teine
nafnt whare rotples will e
ahle ta reach agresceds in
cotrmity-hased mediation
andthe court: will be releeed
b5 pust boing & rubber ot
far BuCh  mprecinel

ajrintFogera! Farliamehtary
imauiry, M Tis have beap
rredited h  promptheg
shres inguiries resuliicg
major chznges to ke D375
samik Law An

aynne then, lmprasements
s il At lie]neder faing ous

Loy {nr path parenes; med ia

[N
oAl
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Family and Child
- Mediation Services

. the Federal Attarney-General’s Department subsidises a

Falr soiutmns
for

numker of community-hased organisations fo provide ]

farmly and child mediation servicas

NSW

Centacarz Broken Bay

P, (D7) 9913 3888
Centacare Sydney
City

Ph. (07 9283 4895
Suthatland

Ph. (a2) 9545 1544
8anksiown

Ph. (p2) 2793 7522
Fadrfield

Ph. (G2} 9725 6500
intarrelate
{formerly Family Lie}

- Caffs l-iafbouf

Ph. (02) 6651 1070

“Liamore
P, {02) 6621 4970

Reiationships
Amtraﬁa '

Ph. {02y 9327 1222
{sepvices at Edgech,
Lang Cove, dnd
Paframatta area}
UHIFAN
Syney
Ph. (02 921 a7
{services &t Rosovile, -
Paramaltz, Cly)
Camphelitown

 Ph(02) 462315??
“Peyith - ,
- Ph.(02) 4732 3536 :

! Victoria \ .
"Fuﬁmecnathn 5
: _— .Queensland

antre

Pty ma)gsﬂm
Nacre Warren

. [az}msaz??

Famﬂy and G‘lﬂd
edlats.on

For more information shore:

Ringrood

Ph, {R)987% 0677
Relationships
Australia

Haw

© Ph. {03) 9261 8116

Bitham

Ph. [03) 24381333
Preston

Ph, 03 Agild G773
Sunshirg

Ph. {03) 9364 933
Tasmania
Community

Mediation Service

Ph. (03} 6231 130
Helationships
Australin

#h. (03) 6236 3109
outh Australia
{entacare
Adglaide

Ph. (08) 8210 8200
Sakshury

Ph. (0B) 8250 3694
Relationships

. Awstralia
Adelaids _
Ph. (68) 8223 4566

Cheisties Beach

. PR, (08) 4384 5388

Modbsury North

P (08) 8396 4237

Berri
Ph. {0B) ssaz 4122

Lifeline -

"Sunshme Cotst
_.Fh {ansmmao -

ﬂmpswed by the
rederal

Pr‘mt&d b}f the Federal Attomay-General's Depattment August 1997,

Ph. (07 3831 2005

- East Vi:tona Pack .
_' Ph. (08} 9470 5199
 {services also at :

-~ &Mandurah)
. wm NT .

(Resniee)
- Ph (03}89482?90

separati

Gymple

R (07) 5482 7742
Relativaships
Australia

Logan

P (07) 3808 9235
M Cravatt

Ph. (07} 3349 $111
Spring Hill

Strathping

Ph. {1‘37}-5381 3318

ACT

felstionships Awsiralia
Deakin

Phone (02) 4282 4300
Belconnen

Phane (02) 42517311
Taggeranong .
Phane (07) 5253 2032
Western Australia
Lenirecare Marriage -
and Family Service
iirrabooka

Ph. (0B} 440 0400
{sarvices aiso at Perth artd
Joondaiup)
Relationshigs
-Austraiia

Framanile, Midland

Family
and Child

i

Nosthern Te%riimy

Approved by the Federal
Attorney-General

Attorney-General
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if you want more Federal

. Government funding for Heaith,

| Higher Education or Defence then
| tell the Government to close down

the Family Court in favour of my
highly efficient system of
community Based Divorce

&Iﬁé's'f&fmﬁeﬁ~pspeciaiiy
erore Farmi !

: 'L‘gy ha.&.&‘.ﬁ‘a‘.ﬂt* WISDT A.h ;
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Fdeology eh?

After years of watching the Family Court, s clear to me that Uts current moves and past practices show
that its tdeclogy Is nothing mare than writing the rules out of concern for its own self interest.

The Family Court’s refusal to mroduce joint custndy should be sean as canvincing evidence of its
desires to protect and evhance the inappropriate use ol the adversary syslem on innocent people,
boeause custody hattles bring in the big dollars for the Family Law Industry.

Asg the only scund philosophical basis for constructing law in this area is that cach parent has egual
rights and responstbilitics with repard 1o their children, it can he seen how wrong the court is in
rejecting joint custody.

Pretty bloody awful isn’t # when you think about this?

The Court 1s writing its own laws, out of concer: Tor its owm setfinterest. America has joint custody,
the TJK has jomt custody- why have things gonc wrong in Australia? Answer is Parliarcent hay failed {o
gxercise its authority.

S0, Parliament has sent the Cowrt and explicit message six years ago. Yeah?

Name an Australian Politician who has said anvihing significanl about Family Law / Court in the fast
15 vears. You can’t can you?

Has the Australian Parliament passed legizlation tor joint custody? NGO

[as the Australian Parliament debated joint custedy? NO

Has the Australian Parlizment been silent about the Family Court? YIS

Why? Because the Family Court has risen, quite improperly to a position above Parliament.

The Australian Parlisment’s silenee about the national tragedy that is The Family Couwrt of Australia is
a mujor failure for the Australian system of Pasliamentary democracy, because the views of our ciiieens
are not given a voice by our elected representatives en this issue.

is this class war? - | think so. The pesple at the verv top of our society run a svsten: that inflicts grear
puin and expense on my country and my people. solely for their own benefit.

CLOSE DOWN THE FAMILY COURT!?
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PARLIARMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES Cleciorate Oificy
tEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY Suite 303, &1 Rawson 3ireet

: Epping 2121

FCl Box 33, Epning 1710

Tai: 9877 02466

Fax: 3877 0405

ARDREW TINK MP
MIEMBER FOR EPPING Emait atinkeepariament NSw.gov. &l
SHADOW MINISTER FOR PGLICE Wmhsite: oy sndrawtink.oom.au

SHADOW LEADER OF THE HUUSE
4i04/20403

My, lan Monk
8 Stanley Road
EPPING NSW 2121

Digar lan,

Thank vou very much for dropping in your booklet outlining the inquiries vou miiated
into Farnily Law and the results vou achieved i reforniing Family Law legislation.

Your campaign was persistent and uitimately very successful.

Yours sincerely,

A <,
&’iNDREW TINK MP
Member for Booine

ST R R L i
Luavwanarawiinielmae

.
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- MEMBER FOR FADDEN

Tssued 22 July 2003

fnquiry into child custody arrangements int the
event of family separation; call for submissions

Fereral Member for Fadden, David Juil is encouraging public submissioRs 1o a new inquiry into

ohitd custody arrangements in the event of family separation.

The nquiry, by the House of Representatives Famity and Cammunity Affairs Gommiliee, was
Announced by the Prime Minister in the House of Representatives lzte last manth,

oie Jull is encouraging people 1o bt their views on the matters outlined in the inguiry'$ tenms of
ruference. These inchide an axamination of the concept of 4 rrabuitabla prasumption’ of scual fime
i be spent by chideen with such parent [ the event of formily saparation, ihe child suppori
formifiz, and grandparents’ and others' contact rights.

this sUbject is bath iraporiant and highty emotional,” Mr

“As gvery Memper of Patliament Knows,
Juti said,

mpre are asking for people and organisaticns with an interest in this matier to maka concise written
submissions to the Committee by Friday & August, afisr which IS lixsly the commitiee will
underizke a seres of public hearipgs.”

wibar 2003. Given the tigit reporting time, those making
Ubmissions concise, Conribitars making subrmissions ae

sdvised to obtain the terms of refarcnos and the guidelines for making & submission M the
Tnquiry websile (mm’.aph‘gcv.auﬁ";ausee’committaeﬁaa'chitdcustody!}, or from the commitiee
sacretariat (el {02) 6277 4568, fax 02 6277 4844, o email; fea reps i yenh. 0V, B

ge 11 59 or 4300 301 828

The Inguity is o report by 31 Dece
submissiors are asked fo keep their &

Thay can gisa be ohigined from my office by phoning 32

i {abovel

Sybmissions shauld be cirscied to the foliowing postal pddvess of vig emna

Cormmities Secraizry
sranding Cotumities b *arily and Community Affairs

Chitd Custedy Arrangemants gy
Department of (he Housa ot Representatives

Pzrliament Houae
Canberra AGT 2B0€
Ausiralia

For further information comtact Dovid Jult on 3286 11508 or 1300 a0 828

THE HON DAVID JULL MP



