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Proposalto amendAnnex 1 to the 1996Protocolto the Conventionon the Prevention of
Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastesand Other Matter, 1972

Submitted by Australia
co-sponsoredby France,Norway and the United Kingdom

1 Australia notesthe conclusionsof the SG IntersessionalTechnicalWorking Group on
CO2. thatoceanacidification, causedby high levelsof anthropogenicCC)2,is a causefor serious
concernandthatthesequestrationofcarbon-dioxidestreamsin sub-seabedgeologicalformations
is onetechnicallyfeasiblewastemanagementoption(LC/SG-C021/7).

2 Australia calls for an amendmentof the 1996 Protocol to the Conventionon the
Preventionof Marine Pollutionby Dumping of Wastesand Other Matter, 1972 (the London
Protocol),to removeanydoubtthat thePartiesrecognisetherole ofthis typeof sequestrationas
partQfa suiteofmeasuresto tacklethechallengesofclimatechangeandoceanacidification.

3 Pursuantto Article 22 of theLondonProtocol,Australia,aPartyto theProtocol,proposes
that Annex 1 to tl~e Protocol be amendedto allow for the sequestrationof capturedcarbon
dioxide streamsinto sub-seabedgeologicalformations. The full textoftheproposedamendment
is attachedheretoat annex1. This proposedamendmentis to betreatedasa singlepackage.

4 Australianotesthat thetextof theproposedamendmentreflectsthedeliberationsof the
CM IntersessionalLegal and RelatedIssuesWorking Group on CO2 Sequestration,during its
meetingat IMO Headquartersfrom 10 to 12 April 2006. Australia further notes that these
deliberationswere informed by the SG IntersessionalTechnical Working Group on CO2
Sequestration,duringits meetingat IMO Headquartersfrom 3 to 7 April 2006.
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SUMMARY

Executivesummary: This documentcontainsaproposalto amendAnnex 1 to theLondon
Protocol. The proposedamendmentseeksto add carbon dioxide
streamsfrom carbondioxide processesfor sequestrationto the list of
materialsat Annex 1 to theProtocol,to allow thesequestrationofthis
materialin sub-seabedgeologicalformations.

Action to betaken: Paragraph9

Relateddocuments: LC/SG-C021/7;LC/CM-C02 1/5
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5. Australia proposes that this amendmentbe adopted during the first Meeting of
ContractingPartiesserving asthe meetingof the Partiesto the London Protocol. Australia
proposesthat this amendmentbe adoptedby resolution. The elementsof a possibleresolution
areattachedheretoat annex2.

6 The Secretariatis requestedto communicatepromptly the text of this proposed
amendmentto thePartiesto theLondonProtocol,butin no eventlater thansix monthsbeforethe
first MeetingofContractingParties,in accordancewith Article 22.1,andto takesuchadditional
actionsas may be requiredby the London Protocoland/or the applicableRulesof Procedure
being applied,to enableadoptionof this amendmentby the ContractingPartiesat their first
Meeting. Australiafurtherrequeststhattheadoptionofthis proposedamendmentto theLondon
Protocolbeplacedon theprovisionalagendaofthefirst Meetingof ContractingParties.

7 Australiareservestheright to call for theadoptionof theproposedamendmentasdetailed
atannex1, orasimilar textwith anyminor variationsasagreedbetweenPartiesprior to adoption
oftheamendment,at thefirst MeetingofContractingParties.

8 This proposal,preparedby Australia,is co-sponsoredby France,NorwayandtheUnited
Kingdom. Australiainvites other Partiesto the Protocol to co-sponsoreither the amendment
proposalat annex 1, or the possibleresolution at annex2, or both. Accordingly, Australia
requeststheSecretariatto:

.1 inform Partiesthattheproposalis opento co-sponsorship;

.2 promptly inform Partiesin the eventthat the amendmentproposalhasbeenco-
sponsoredbytwo-thirdsofthePartiesto theLondonProtocol;and

.3 circulateto Partiesa list ofco-sponsorsof this amendmentproposalimmediately
priorto thefirst Meetingof ContractingParties.

Action requestedof the Meeting ofContracting Parties

9 TheMeetingofContractingPartiesis invitedto considertheamendmentin thisdocument
with aview to its adoption.
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ANNEX 1

PROPOSEDAMENDMENT TO ANNEX 1 TO THE LONDON PROTOCOL

1.8 Carbondioxide streamsfrom carbondioxide captureprocessesfor sequestration

4 Carbondioxide streamsreferredto in paragraph1.8 may only be consideredfor

dumping;if:

.1 disposalis into asub-seabedgeologicalformation;and

.2 they consist overwhelmingly of carbon dioxide. They may contain
incidentalassociatedsubstancesderivedfrom the sourcematerialandthe
captureandsequestrationprocessesused;and

.3 no wastesor othermatterareaddedfor thepurposeof disposingofthose
wastesorothermatter.

In paragraph3, replace“1.7” with “1.8”, to takeaccountofthenewparagraph1.8.
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ANNEX 2

ELEMENTS OF A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE PROPOSEDAMENDMENT

Recallingthe objectivesof the 1996 Protocol to the London Convention(“London Protocol”)
that include the protectionand preservationof the marine environmentfrom all sourcesof
pollution;

Seriouslyconcernedby theimplicationsfor themarineenvironmentofclimatechangeandocean
acidification,dueto elevatedconcentrationsof carbondioxide in theatmosphere;

Consideringthat carbondioxide captureandsequestrationis oneof a portfolio of options to
reducelevelsofatmosphericcarbondioxide;

Notingthatthescopeto facilitatesuchactionis within themandateoftheLondonProtocol;

Notingthat,sincetheadoptionoftheLondonProtocol,developmentsin technologyhavemadeit
practicalto capturecarbondioxide from industrial and energy-relatedsources,transportit and
inject it into sub-seabedgeologicalformationsfor long-termisolationfrom theatmosphere;

Welcomingthework oftheCM IntersessionalLegal and RelatedIssuesWorking Groupon CO2
Sequestrationandits conclusions,assetoutin itsreportLC/CM-C02 1/5;

Welcomingthework ofthe SGIntersessionalTechnicalWorking Groupon CO2 Sequestration
andits conclusions,assetoutin its reportLC/SG-C021/7;

Welcomingthe work of the IntergovernmentalPanelon Climate Changeand in particularits
SpecialReporton CarbonCaptureandStorage

Desiringto facilitateandregulatethesequestrationof capturedcarbondioxide streamsinto sub-
seabedgeologicalformationsto seekto ensureprotectionofthemarineenvironment;

Desiringto updatetheLondonProtocolin light oftheseobjectives;

Stressingthat this amendmentmaynot be interpretedas legitimizing the disposalof anyother
wasteorothermatterfor thepurposeofdisposingofthoseotherwastesorothermatter;

I Adoptsthefollowing amendmentto Annex 1 to theLondonProtocolin accordancewith
Article 22 oftheProtocol: (shownin annex1 of thisdocument).

2 Requeststhe Scientific Group of the LondonProtocol to considerthe developmentof
furtherguidanceon theapplicationofAnnex2 to theProtocolto carbondioxide sequestrationfor
considerationby the 2nd Meetingof ContractingParties,andto collaboratewith the Scientific
Group oftheLondonConvention,with theaim of developingcommonguidanceon this subject
as far aspossible.
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