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DearMr Wakelin

I referto yourinvitation to thisoffice to makea submissionto theParliamentary
Inquiry onCapacityBuilding in IndigenousCommunities.

TheOffice oftheRegistrarofAboriginalCorporations(ORAC)currentlyprovides
trainingandotherassistanceto theBoardmembersandothermembersofIndigenous
corporationswith aview to developingtheircapacityto bettermanagetheir
corporationsandto providebetterservicesto theircommunities.

TheAct underwhich ORACoperates,theAboriginal CouncilsandAssociationsAct
1976, is currentlyundergoingamajorreview. Althoughthefinal reporthasnotbeen
deliveredit is evidentfrom materialalreadyprovidedby thereviewersthat if their
recommendationsareacceptedby Government,ORAC’s focuswill beincreasedin
theareaofcapacitybuilding. A summaryofoneoftheearlierpaperspreparedby the
reviewersis attachedfor yourinformation.

Thefinal reviewreportis expectedin thenearfutureand atthattimetheRegistrar
wouldappreciatetheopportunityto providetheCommitteewith apresentationon
howORAC canassistwith building thecapacityofIndigenouscommunities.At the
sametimewewould alsolike to brieftheCommitteeon atraininginitiative that
ORAC is undertaking,andwhichwehopewill becloseto implementationby that
time. This training is designedto provideademonstrableimprovementin theskills of
potentialandexistingDirectors,SeniorManagersandBoardsofIndigenous
corporationsandwhichwill contributeto improvedcorporategovernanceand
managementby targetingtrainingin developingsectors(egfamily violence)and
highestrisk essentialserviceorganisations.

Thefinal reportfrom thereviewersis expectedby theendof September.If possibleit
wouldbe appreciatedif youcouldallow theopportunityfortheRegistrarto briefthe
Committeearoundmid to late October.

I look forwardto youradvicein thisregard.
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