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Deor Sir

Porliqmentorv review into Auslrolio's Overseos Represenlqfion

We ore pleosed to moke this short submission in relolion to ihe Porliomentory review
into Austrolio's Overseos Representotion, We will focus on the first of lhe terms of
reference, the octivities of Austrolio's overseos missions, ond limit our submission To

one smoll point.

lnternotionol educotion is often seen os o greot export eorner for Austrolio . Not only
is internotionol educotion o greot export eorner, it is olso o fontostic introduction to
Austrolion culture for people who ore hopefully to be their country's future business,
community ond politicol leoders. Therefore internolionol educotion con ploy o greoï
role in Austrolio's soft diplomocy ond future export strotegy.

When internotionol students returned to their home country, they become o lorge
potentiol soft power for AusTrolio.

We lherefore propose the following:

Every AustrolÌon Embossy in the Soulh Eost ond South Asion regions should foster lhe
creotion of on "Austrolion Alumni". Mony senior polilicol ond business leoders in the
Asio Pocific region hove received some or oll of their educotion in Austrolio. We
should moximise the diplomotic, culturol ond business odvontoges to oll countries by
keeping trock ond fostering o lifetime culturol conneclion between former students
ond our country. While some universities ore doing this, surely the Auslrolion
government should do so os port of o soft diplomotic outreoch.

WhÌlst some universities ore sponsoring the creotion of their own olumni, ond some
business leoders ore setting up their own groups. we believe it would be in Austrolio's
greot interest for the fostering of on Austrolion olumni to be o cruciol port of AusTrolion
overseos missions in countries thot hove high representotion within the Austrolion
infernotionol educotion morket.
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