31lst. May 2002

Submilssion No. ...

J01nt Standlng Commzttee on Electoral Matters

Date Racetved ...
Parllament House ' : : Secratary

AL 73

".':The Secretary : o Jolnt Standing Committea on Eiectoral Matters

g -JCANBEQRA 2600

U This suhm1581on may not fall strictly within the stated terms of
“”reference It ‘refers to elections in general .

5Ifsubm1t that because the federal Senate is in theory at least a
éfates House Wlthout smaller ‘electorates than the whole State, it is
fﬁot at all easy to know anythlng about candidates before an election.
1Eaeh tlme I am faced with the ballot paper I am exasperated by the

grandomness of my selectlon th is p0831ble to =say, with regard to the
rHouse of Representatlves,_that a satlsfactery alternative {if a lazy
,ene) 13 to vote en.: bloc above the line. This, however, should not
~app1y to a vote for Senators ' Even though Senators do belong to
fpartlea that should not be allowed to become the overriding factor in
~-efhe1r deliberations; and it appears to this layman at least, looking
on'from a dlstance that on the whole it does not, and that the Senate
it function as a House of review.

I do not feel gualified to propose answers/solutions; but I trust gome
“can be found In State elections the same thing applies to a certain
fextent | B '

f0ne suggestlon I could make whlch would not I suspect gain any accept-
fance or even credence ‘is that ‘thought be given to other forms of
'selectlon of members of Upper Houses. The practicalities of great
fdlstances in Australla mean more or less full-time politicians. It

' 1ghtibe pegelble to have some members of Upper Houses who can con-

t ' __processes in. a_valuable way because of their pre-emin
ss/?.in’ 'eftaln fleide'

"I reallze that I am leaving a good
eéal unsald”here ) I shall add no more.
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