
22 June2002

TheSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeon ElectoralMatters
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Sir,

I wish to expressmy experiencesandsuggestionson waysthattheAustralian
ElectoralSystemcanbeimproved.

Thereis nowa lackofsecrecyandconfidentialitywhencastingaPostalVote asI did
in the lastFederalElection.

Whenthevotingpapersare sentto theelector,the relevantdetailsarefilled out to
establishone’seligibility, andthenthetwo voting paperswereto be filled in and
placedin thatenvelope,ie. with my nameandparticularson it.

Thereshouldhavebeenaseparateenvelopeincludedfor theactualvoting papers
with only theelectoratemarkedon it. As it is now, thevote is definitelynot secret,
asidentifyinginformationis on theenvelopewhichties theelectorto thevote.

Businessfirms haveseparateenvelopesforvoting papersfor theirAnnualGeneral
Meetings.

Confidentialitywould beassuredif PostalVoteshadan envelopeincludedfor the
votingpapersandthenit reallywould be asecretballot.

I amaquadriplegicandusetheElectoralVisitor Vote in Stateelections. This is
whereanElectoralVisitor bringsthevotingpapersto thehomeandthevoteis
immediatelyplacedin a secureballotbox.
This is thebestandmostsecureway to ensurethevoteis privateandconfidential.

I would like theElectoralVisitor Voteto be availablefor all FederalElections.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs. Meryl Meiklejohn. t~
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