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SOIMT SYANDING
COMMETTES ON
ELEGTORAL MATTERS 5th October, 2001

M§¥;l Matters,

The Joint Standing Committed
Parliament House,
CANBERRA . A.C.T. 2600

Dear 8irs,

Early in August this year T wro£e E0 the Australian Electoral Ceommission
here in Mélbourne and the reply from the Information Officer, Debbie Rizidis,
on 30th August, 2001 suggested I should write to vou with my concerns. I
have been remigs in not writing earlier than thig because now the Election
hag been called for 10th November time-iz short,

For many yvears I have been concerned that here, in the eastern States, our
media either by radio, TV or daily news, ag soon as the Polling Booths are
cloged and some of the voting figures can be analysed, this preliminary result
forecast can be conveyed to the other States with a time difference - South
Australia, Western Australia particularly with what will be a thiee~hour
difference with daylight saving, and even Queensland where they do not observe
daylight saving. I fully realise any early forecasts of a possible election
result is far from definite, but to give "floating" voters even a sniff of
the way things are'l@oking'over'here_WELL BEFORE the time for their Polling
Boothg to ¢loge, seems to 'me. greatly unfalr no matter which party would be
hree hours in the ¢ase: Of Western Australia
iz a big difference in time for the hour of decision for voters who, up to
that time, have not decided which way to vate.

This has been my way of thinking for quzte a number of years and prior to
now I have never conveyed my concerns to the right people, so this is now
written in haste for vyour consideration prior to the voting this year which,
everyone expects, will be very close,

Yours faithfully,
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Mrg. A, Graham.

Jaint Stending Commitiea m Electﬁra! Mattars
: ﬁubmlssion No. .  rvvineesersinirity e sr st s
'Data Raceiwad ?’ g / il .

Secratary K s ST .




\’A N

'Federalﬁ

-Tpresent 1t to tne Commlhtee,

'ftbls.wonderful ccuntry of ours.

'RECEIVED
17 JUN 2@32

33 Alfreda Avenue,

JoIT STANBING ~ROSANNA.  Viec. 3084
. COMBITTEE ON L '
LECTORAL MATTERS 4 o
. A, erixdf 11th June, 2002
<

The Secretary,
Jéint Standing C@mmlttee ‘on Electoral Matiers,
Parliament House

CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600

primimisProsfumiiapeiar=os)

Dear Sir,

nto the conduct of the 2601 Feder 1fEiédtian

Inqulxg”r

Thank .you for your Letter dated 4th June, 2002 following™ earller
corr99pond_ﬁce regarding. a iong~-time. Lhought of mine regaraing
*.-m;aw Electxons,.not only the 2001 Election but fox

hoge past and tor thase to be conducted in the future.

I resp@ctfuliy suggest my letter of my thoughts was enly THAT
and “i~d3d not imagine at any time it would receive :the importance
of a submxssxon, and- I would’ requeat tnat you only submit it for
further consideration IF you consider it ig '0f much importance.
What I presented by letter on the previous occasion I shall type
on a separate sheet and shall enclose 1t with this lettexr, but I

shall leave the decisien Lo. be y@u r_th you W1$h to

Yours 51naerelY:_

LOrna

(M.I.‘IS.) IA-.;. G.ifanam..- ----- “m%—m\‘




VOTXNG PROCESS AND TIME DIFFERENCES WITHI& THE
AU&TRALIAN STATES AT THh TIME OF ELECTIOﬂb;.

FOR MANY YEARS I HAVHE BEEN CONCERNEDHTﬁAT_ﬁﬁgﬁ,_;ﬁ ?HEfEASTERN
STATES, OUR MEDTA EITHER BY RADIQ,-TELEVEgiGN 0R“DAILY'NEWS?A?ERSp
AS SOON Ab THE POLLING BOOTH& CL@SE AND SOME OF THE vomimc-
YSEB,.ANY PRELIMINARY FORELAST OF A PObSIBLE

FIGUREb CAN BE A'
RESULT LAN BE CQNVBYED TGO THE QTHbR STATES WITH A TIME DIFFERENCE.

: &TERN AUSTRALIA I8 NORMALLY WO HOURS. AND DURING'
: DAYLIGHT SAVING TXME WOULD BE
G THREE H@URb.- |
"Wgﬁ%mﬁ AUSTRALIA IS NORMALLY" HALF AN HOUR. AND
DURING DAYLIGHT SAVING WOuLD

BE ONE AND A HALF HOURS,

I FULLY REALlSE ANY EARLY FGRECASTS QF A POSSIBLE ELECTION RESULT
Is: FAR FROM DEFINITE, BUT TO. GIVE “FL.ATING“'VOTER& EVEN A SNIFF

U oF THE WAY THINGb ARE LOOKING OVERIHERE WELL BEFORE THE TIME FOR

THEIR POLLING BUOTHS TO CLQSE, SEEMS T@ ME GREATLY UNFAIR NO
MATTER WHICH PARTY WOULD “BE CHOSEN BY THE LATER VOTER,

THE ONLY WAY I CAN SEE THIb SYbTEM CQU&D BE RECTIFIED OFFICIALLY
WOULD BE F@R THERE TO BE AN EMBARGD ON MEDIA DISCLQSURE 0? EARLY
FORECASTS UNTIL THE POLLING BOGTHS THROUGHOUT TKE WHOLE COUNTRY
HAVE QLOSEDﬁ' ' ' '
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