aﬁthﬁiuﬁiéh;td énmment on the fConduct of
- subject of & public Inquiry by your
structured under the following heads:

fﬁétﬁ6§§7df 13.gr0ups§ is a member of



- undertook a massive advertising campaign (the chains for instance}, which,
) élthﬁﬁgh not directly part of the impending election campaign, newerthe-
' -1as§"prmm@ted the achievements of the coalition governmment. This campaign,
_ "ﬁﬁﬁiStakably targeted at the electorate, was funded by the government; so
~ much so that th&“repeatédlyﬁfﬁﬁééaét”ﬁﬁ&get surplus for 2001-02 turned
©into a deficit. o |
- hecommendation: Klections should be publicly funded. The required furnding

"'ﬁdﬁ1d becdme'a budget item, open to public scrutiny.

'_Election date.,

-;It;has become the norm (except NSW) for governing parties to determine anm
“election date to a point in time which is electorally advantageous for it
LG : ndicates that rtunfixedt pa

liamentary terms have resulted in sixz umnecessary elections last century

at a cost of B0O million %o one billion dollars in today's money,
:'_fﬁecommendatlan

  ;]4myear fixed terms of office and the Parliament with fixed election dates
' ° shou1d be ‘introduced urgently to end the manipulation of the election date.
 f_Eixed'par1iamentary terms would promote certainty and stability in the

' eleéectoral cycle, which would have a positive effect on government planming

- gnd decision-making.

' Rlection strategy.

' Ppior to the 11,September attacks the re-election of the eocalition governw
"f;ﬁﬁnt appeared highly unlikely.and the coalition parties had not enuncisted
_ ':aﬁ.agenda for the next term of office for which they were seeking reelec~

'fftion;jThg_air attacks were to change this.

'?Eﬁfg"n*'ﬁ@ed'édmmitm@nt,tqfthe unforeseeable consequences of the US :

' 3 ' 7, give ‘the PM without parlismentary considew '

ration and sanction, reflecting the public shoek and horror, turned into
a fear complex which beceme the most potemt element of the federal election
campaign, reinforced by the hysterical response %o the Tampa refugee rescue,
. the subsequent crude demonisation of the 'asylum seekers!, by the trumped
- up 'breach of the Australiam borders', by the *Pacific Solutiom' with jts
undertones of the 'Pimal Solution® and the great 'childrem overboard' lie.
_'Reéommendation:
:Lq'ﬁﬁiélection result produced by systematically maimtained fesr, misinfor-
. mation and lies, the politicalisation of the Publie Service and the Mili-
tary_is_a denial of gemwine democracy, and steps need to be taken to pre-
”i mamipulation of the electorate at this scale in the future.




::ﬂaﬁstitutional reforn.

These event% ‘have produced s historically unparalielled situation for Au-
'straliav all the more S0 as the federal opposition has wirtually collapsed.
A Constitutional Convention should be convened, addressing all matters re-

_ flated to the operation of the Federal govermment and Parliament and the
, e1ectoral system, all Delegates to be elected. Some of the issues to be
examined and critically considered would comprise the following:
¥ Phe constitutional powers of the M and of the Executive Government in

respect of externsl affairs, defence and finance,

* A~year fixed terms for govermment an¢ the Parliament,
* Ele@tions to be publlcly funded. *ﬂomatlens* by corporations and 'think-

informing citizens of the proposed sgendas of the contestants,

¥ Transparent election commitments, amnounced 3 months prior to alection
. date. o

% Election proposals freely available in locations accessible to all citi-

" zems (incl.disabled), serialized in the print media and on the Internet;
_  -iﬁfdmmgtion presented clearly, truthfully and free of jargon.

% Free air time on radio and TV channels {(incl.commercials) available to

" all endorsed candidates.

'-f:* Proportional representation to replace preferential voting system.

' 7he Convention should be preceded by an extensive and properly regourced

'7 cansultati0n process im which responses to the above matters would be

‘astively sought from the commumity to maximise the ability of citizens

' f'7t0 participate in the processes of democratie change.

(Frank Miller)

. - Friends of the Earth
' -LSoutherm;Tablelands NSW.




