From Bryan Gaensl er
Sent: Wednesday, 12 June 2002 8:07 AM
To: JSCEM@aph. gov. au

Subj ect: Submi ssion

From Bryan Gaensl er

Message

To: The Conmittee Secretary
Joint Standing Comittee

on El ectoral Matters
Par |l i anent House

Canberra ACT 2600
Australia

To whom it may concern

This submission is in response to the JSCEMs invitation for public conment
part of its Inquiry into the Conduct of the 2001 Federal Election

| amcurrently enrolled to vote in the Federal electorate

of Bradfield. However, | reside in the United States, and find it
difficult to vote within the current constraints.

My two nmain objections are as foll ows.

First, the nearest Australian consulate to nme, located in

New York City, typically only obtains its voting forms a couple of days
before the election. By the tinme the forns arrive in the mail

it is already election day and it is physically inpossible

for me to get ny vote in before the required date.

| realise that the New York consul ate mai ntains polling

boot hs and that one can vote in person. However, New York

is 5 hours drive away and such a visit is not normally

practical .
Second, | find it difficult to maintain my correct information
on the Electoral Roll. | amenrolled at ny | ast

address in Australia, being nmy father's address

in St lves, NSW My father recently noved house, and
| was told that the only way | could stay on the
electoral roll was to return to Australia, fil

ouot a change of address form and then re-enro

as an overseas voter. This seened unnecessarily
conplicated for a sinple change in address (w thin
the sane electorate), and took sone tine to sort out.

I mght nake a final comment that | am concerned about
ultimately bei ng di senfranchised once the tine all owed
as an overseas voter expires. | maintain continuous
contact with Australian issues and concerns,

and regularly return hone for visits. | thus

as



feel that | have as much right to vote as
Australian citizen.

Thank you for your consideration.
Yours sincerely,

Bryan CGaensl er

any



