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SUBMISSEON ON THE CO&DUCT OF THE 2001 FEDERAL ELECTION AND
o MATTERS RELATED THERETO

':S_ummary For truly democratlc elect;ons the peop]e must be enabled to cast adequately
K formed votes for pohc]es and candzdates not just parties. The conduct of the 2001 Federal
Eiecﬂon mcluded many features that prcvented it from being democratic. Since these features

. f-:appIy 10 most parhamentary electlons federaI and state, changes must be made or elections will
{'contmoe t be effectweiy undemocratlc

There is recognised {0 be a surgmg ‘Aﬂ-m—not-well’ feeling and alienation about how our
Parhamentary democracy is$ workmg Yet democracy could work. A summary of some of the
o cuz‘rcnt anomahes shows that obwous reforms are possible.

L1l Fvcry criticism below of the conduct of recent elections includes a recommendation for

_ _'change Some are mnovatory, I_nany inexpensive, and some light-hearted, so that the 'sport’ of
e elecﬁons can be constructwe, not destructwe

'Austra.ha has been among world leaders in xmprovements to parliamentary democracy, and can
- _espond today to the challen ge to s'oii Icad and innovate, with its traditional spirit.

ST _ ~Index
'_"jI huformmsr the Electorate What are we votmsz for? _We must know.

- _’_1 Contmuai pubhc di scussmn of. pohcies as a matter of public interest.
_._._3_11 Flnanclal statement by Treasury and pubhc record of the government in power.
17 Reveiatlon of pOhCIfJS by pames and candidates
v Commercxa} conﬁdenﬂahty must ot apply to govemmcnt dealings,
71y Threesweek election campatgns
"+ vi Notice of an election; .
v Mote mformatlon about other partxes and candidates
o '."Vm Truth in eiectloneenng i

3 2 We must be able o Vote for oohcles not just parttes
e Electromc technology now makes thlS feas;ble

: '."_"5'::3 Costs ;'.: . _ _

. A Cappmg expenses for a more ievel playmg field.

il .:' ii - Reductmg xpenses of elections.

. B _-"._111 Waste in elections, as with current How—to—Votc cards
v Costs of by—electxons B ' '

" 4 F or 4 miore Ievci Dlavmg ﬁeld

'a_;:or poimcai parnes ca.n put up two eandldates for the same seat, at the same cost

Date Hacoiveo - R .3
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RS -'_111 No push-poiimg : :
s _3 iv. No voting intention surveys once the elcctlon campaign begins.

_:v Treedcm of speech. -

3. Role of the media,

5 1 Pohtzcai p011c1es and candidates should be treated by the media as news,
DU ‘Reduce the plish to' government by The Leader

R 111 News headlmes are not fudged by d,:stractlons and minor personality issues

| '-: " -_:';_ v Makmg the reaE busmess in electlens a better sport
i ]_fv; The Electoral Comm1551on and the Internet

- - m Canchciates on the Tnternet. -

4, Ccnciudm Commcnt g

SR IMPROVING DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS
nformmg the Eiectoratc What are we voting for? _ We must know,

. j. i'j" i. Contmual pubhc dlscussmn of pohcles as a matter of public interest. New policies under
~. consideration shoud be put forward to public debate as well as to internal party discussion, This
e 'process should be intensified whien an eléction is felt to be in the offing, even before it is

-' ﬁ-:"announced A party pohcy is not like some statue to be draped in secrecy untit the election is
"~ “announced, of kept from the children until'Christmas by Santa Claus, whatever the tactical
+reasons to keep it private. The medxa must have something more nourishing for its teeth rather
:_'than obsessmns wﬂh 'When‘?’ or. Who W1H wm‘?' or petty faux pas.

e i Fmancxai statement by Treasury and pubhc record of the government in power. The
s Trcasmy tmust present a financial statement by one week into an election campaign, and the
S Govemment present a summary of its 1eg1s1at10n income from selling public assets, the costs of
L sellmg of'f' assets; who proﬁted increases in total foreign debt resulting from government sales
o (more private debt whlch pays a hlghcr mterest) and how major funders of its political party
B have beneﬁted ' : RTINS
i A statement of the Commonweaith‘s economlc mdependence should also be presented,

: mciudmg, éga map of how much of the country has become foreign owned before and during
. the government in power. - :

R 118 Revelatxon of pohcies by partzes and candxdates, includes two-page summary form that is
B _{_-_";_;_'gtven more pubhcny and leafleting’ than slogans, plus some degree of ‘eventualities’

L aItematlves to give pragmatlc latlmde if gaining power, and reduce the scope for broken

S promases "because the situation has changed‘ '

v Commerc1a1 conf dentlahty must fiot apply to gcvemment dealings, especially at elections.
;'_._chemment must be truly open; (Secret clauses in government contracts should not be binding
';_-'on anew mcommg govemmcnt ) o

a '-'v Three—weck electlon campazgns The campaig;n must last at least three weeks for full
dlscussmn_of zssues and presentatxcn of candldatcs ‘not Just beat-ups and slogans until all are
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Vi Noﬁce of an electlon The t:mmg must never be manipulated to coincide or be affected by

: ':'_i foreseeable events of great pubhc interest which can distract voters. To reduce the sitting party’s
= advantage notlce of the elecnon date should be ‘given at least a week before the official

. .'j‘campalgn opens.. SR

' Vil Truth in elecnoneermg When pohtlcxans ‘make promises, they put up a personal bond, to

be pald back on losing the electlon or for Wmmng candidates, settled according to the situation
5 .-3_'-'mth1n 12 months e

U 2 We miust be able to vote on pollcles Electronic technology now makes this feasible. The
3 - arty Winmng power can then not cla1m 4 mandate for everything that it may want to do.

: A miore Ievel piaymg field by canpmg expenses of candidates and parties. A ceiling on

: -'.jmoney spent on pohtzcal campalgm 1s more 1mportant for democratic justice than subsidies

i pald for votes received. The more money ‘spent; the more it become glitz, PR, and commercial
L persuasmn and wastes economxc resources

S .'_Govemment subsufhes may be- merely added to the war-chests funded by business or
or_gamsatzons 50 that the end result is oniy more expenstve elections. Creative accounting is
1 aiways 1mp0551ble 1o’ stop completely, but gfarmg anomahes will glare and can be nailed.

i Bxpenses of elections. These are becommg more than this country reasonably should
fford. They could be substantlaliy cut by the measures proposed - especially by reduction of
-_:'costly spm—doctored advemsmg and the waste of brains and money in intention surveys. The
s ‘ntmduct:on of votmg for policies, now techmcaliy possible, including by computer, even
_'_'i-through mteractwe television, would be most costly at its introduction, but would prove its
“value - and indeed; stlmulate more voter mterest among the presently cynical citizens than any
'-’amoum of color teiewsmn spectacle '

P_ohtlcal pohcles and candidates shoufd be treated by the media as news, of intrinsic public
- interest to recount, more than sénsational private scandals or details of grisly murders. This

~reduces 'the néed for expensive advertlsmg The pubhc can learn to insist on this publicity, so
‘then -ect’i’ﬁ'res_pdnd 't‘o'their_ demand.-'-_-_' L _

il Waste in eléctions. as wuh How—to Vote cards. Sensible solutions are obvious, while still
o 'makmg it pnssﬂ)le for Voters to ‘meet the’ partzes -and have both information and personal

- contact ‘with candidates' supporters on election day at the booths. (A list is available of

o recommendatlon fo avoid the curtent waste - -eg posteards with candidate's policies, photos and

o record couid be consulted at thc boundaries of polhng stations, or returned to the candidates'
: 'f_fsupporters )y o :

f_1v Costs of bv~eIect10ns Parhamentar;ans who stand down during their parliamentary term for
'_.'_any reason other than serious iiiness or family tragedy immediately lose their benefits and they
- pay. for by‘elecnons mcurred “This “includes leaders or ministers who lose office under an
-5_'-'___1nc0mmg govermnent If ihey take thexr bat and go home, they have not right to take home

o :_swag as weli
AN more level pla;gng ﬁeld

NETEE :'_ The two major polifical partles can put un two candidates for the same seat. at the same
ost. This muchfneeded reform can enabie voters to decide between policies and positions,
ood; and’ reduce pre—selectlon shenamgans
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Preferenﬁal votmg should not force anyone to vote for a candidate they do not want by
hawng to rank all candidates 1o the end of the list, although they should be notified that if all
'-_:'_t_'hezr hsted preferences fail in turn; their vote is lost and they may be letting in a candidate they
“want even less. - But it can do partiés great good to tealise that their candidates have been
;"_elected on less than E: maj orlty of votes, even when preferences are included.

The su‘nple biock vote that is predetermmed by parties not voters should not be the only
"_alternatwe: to complex rankings of long lists. -

3.".3_.-;' iii. No push-nollmg This “is blatantly carried on by two-party-preferred opinion polls , which
- should be banned as attempts to mlsiead respondents and the public into thinking that no other
.__f'chmce is possxble S

S “iv.No votmg intenition survevs once the eiectmn campaign begins. The underlying purpose of
- these isto try to persuade swinging voters where the strength lies. I would fly as a kite, even as

and xmpossﬂ)ic one, that any interviewer on the broadcast or print media who asks anyone who

e they think will win deserves to be fined $100 on the spot - which might make huge amounts of
. fmoney, space and tlme avaﬂable for irportart issues - and also increase excitement as the

: putcories would be even more unpredlcatable Instead, have surveys about public opinion on

: nartlcular nohcv issues - each survey's conitent and information being approved by

_ epresentatwes of both major patties and an mdependent media. so that it did not distort issues

by ieadmg or mlsleadmg queqtlons T

B :v Freedom of speech. This is bemg progresswefy reduced, with fimits, permits and charges for
' :f."perrmts Dunng electmns campaigns, anyone should have the right to stand in public places

e offering campaign material and discussion,’ provided they do not obstruct , create noise, or

i actively approach people.  Melbourne should have well publicised places like Yarra Bank in
©every locahty, whete soap-boxmg and poster—stzckmg is free. A good tourist and leisure
attraction, :

_ . : Orgamsatlons for cwﬂ Ilbemes Shouid coiiate and report all incidents where people who make
"'.:'pubhc statements (e.g: in Tetters to newspapers) are intimidated with threats of legal action,
when they have been critical, but not' outrageousiyscumious or libellous. All media should be

i free 1o criticise without feat. - There-is a need for public servants to carry out the orders of the
. government without fuss and pubhc ¢riticisim, but those orders of the government must be
"}__pubhcly known, and pubhc servarits should be allowed to whistle-blow when the public interest
s clearly bemg harmed and conﬁdent;ahty is being abused.

e v1 More mformatlon about ALL parues and candidates is essential.

THE PARTY IN POWER must not put any advertising material for its party on a

; go#’emnent funded web51te even under the guise of ‘press-releases’. Facts are what matter.

: For 3 weeks before an electlon govemment‘ 1etterhead funding and helicopters cannot be used
“oin campalgns ' o

VL “NO POLITICAL ADVERTISING ON TV sgves an enormous amount of campaign

" rhoney and_ debt of grat;tude to bng ﬁmders See The role of the media for alternatives on

e ;f-_-'.teiewszon : S

3. Roie of the medla whlch mcludes recommendations made in other sections.

- '1 I_’_o_htlcal policies and candldates should be t:reated by the media as NEWS, like Sport.
O .'ERS'ARE INFORMED on all the 1mp0rtant issues likely to face the government, all the
di ' ies, wha' osts wﬂl be, and who pays for them. THIS IS NFWS- —
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: ;:-VWORTHY BEYOND MOST ‘NEWS’ It shouid take up as much time as the sports news, and
B “pot be & cost on the pohtleal pames o

":_'Elecuons and govemmrznt cou!d nvai Oiympw games in fascinated interest for all citizens.
;_There are DEBATES on all maJ or issues by the major parties with minor parties also getting a
" chancé. There are nghts of reply for anyone who is personai ly criticised, or for a party that
i Efeelq that it has been mksrepresented :
: 'i'There can be documentary reports presented on the State of the Nation and the Land, in which
_dlfferent pohhcal op:mons can have thelr say

i Reduce the x)ush t0 govemment bv The Leader. This is a bad trend, and is largely the
respons1b1hty of the media. The pubhe needs to know much more about other candidates,
_: :espemally Mmlsters atld Shadow Mmlsters -

o iii. News headimes are not fudged by distractions and minor personality issues

e i Reversmg pubhc cymelsm ‘Public cynicism is deliberatetly fostered ta encourage apathy.

'Eiectmns are boring, Keninett urges persuaswely Active citizenship can be encouraged, as a
feisure actmty with all the’ excn:ement ‘of computer games, and all the luck of gambling, the

-"-f-_.ff_adrenalm of sport, and the thrill of joining in.

. The medla couid keep a renning record of promises like a batting list. Post-election this
_ _..l_promi se listi is permdxcally rev1ewed

i i:f: The medxa mlght also present eleetlon mformatlon under two headings: -

: TRIVIAL pursuits mclude all leader personaizty cults, gossip and funny events,
SERIOUS pursmts are ‘about pohczes past records, future problems, and relevant
mfonnation about ali cand;dates quahﬁcatlon and previous record.

: PARLIAMENTARY RECORDS OF OTHER PARTIES AND INDEPENDENTS are
B Z_also pubhshed Print media will set this out in a consistent place and layout so that voters can
sfcoliect an(i refer back to it when preparmg to vote.

_'_- THE MEDIA DEFINES TERMS sueh as growth' and asks candidates also about their
-buz:zwords R : :
. LIES do not he down however much they are naﬂed down, so the media should surely have a
responmblhty to set out'the facts when lies are pubhshed

_.'v Makmg the real busmess m elections more ﬁm Run as recommended Austrahan clections

o -Zregarded hke an Olymp;c event:” We d6 not need Amencan style balloons, razzmatazz circuses
and waste Austrahans have never been stuffy in the past. World innovations in governance are
feaszble now o _

: POST~ELECTION ~

SCORE EVERY ELECTION OUT OF 10 FOR HOW CLOSE IT COMES TO BEING A
;’,DEMOCRATIC ELECTION AS DESCRIBED

4 The Intemet

'Th' .Eleetorai Comrmsszon THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION WEB PAGE has full
: and thelr poheles summary pageson .
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: .sues fc)r cmnpansons and an-on gomg debates page specifically for all claims, counterclaims,
_._‘and a page for correcnons of mzsmformatmn in the media, regardless of its source.

"-_11 Olher mtemet mvolvement ALL POLITICAL CANDIDATES’ WEB PAGES ARE
_-"3'-_LISTED [N THE PAPERS AND ON TV. If they are barmy - atl the more debate is needed
and possﬁﬂe : 3 -

5 Conciudmg Comment

'_3_'-A}1 these recommendatlons are. feasnbie More is needed to promote democracy at every
government level; but it would. be good to have open public debate about the innovations in
}-'__these recommendat:ons ‘and t6 Took at even unexpected ideas seriously, as well as applying the
bvxous soiuﬁons to current defects

._ ' _r fValene Yule, 5? Waimarle Drwe, Mount Waverley, 3149
Tel (03) 9807 4315 Vaierxe Yuze@fc ausom.net.au




