Sent: Wednesday, 5 June 2002 11:42 PM
To: JSCEM@aph. gov. au

Subj ect: Submi ssion

From Al exander Donal d Zi el i nsk

Message

To: The Conmittee Secretary
Joint Standing Comittee

on El ectoral Matters
Par |l i anent House

Canberra ACT 2600
Australia

Dear Sir,

This submission is in response to the JSCEMs invitation for public coment as
part of its Inquiry into the Conduct of the 2001 Federal Election

| aman Australian Ctizen currently working in the United States of America. |
first came to the U S.A in Decenber 1995 to work for one year and because of
i mproved work opportunities | have stayed on

| am appalled by the fact that the Federal Australian CGovernnent is denying ne a
fundanental denocratic right - that is of an Australian Ctizen to vote in an
Austral i an governnent el ection.

| had the opportunity to cast on overseas vote for the 1996 Federal election -
however | did not receive ny ballot by post (fromthe El ectoral Comm ssion)
until the day of the election. As a result ny vote was late and invalid.

Prior to the referendumon the Republic, | wanted to nmake sure | could vote so
rang the El ectoral Commi ssion and was told that, as | did not intend to return
to Australia in the short terml|l was not entitled to vote. Here was one of the
nost inmportant issues in our country's history and Governnent |egislation had
di senfranchised me. | amno | onger on the Electoral Roll. Subsequently | could
not vote in the 2001 Federal Election

A denocratically el ected Australian Government had deni ed a fundanenta
denocratic right to an Australian Gtizen

Al 'though | have lived in the USA for over six years | have nmintained ny

Australian citizenship - sonmething that | consider beyond value. | still own a
house in Adelaide. | have very strong connections with famly and friends in
Australia. | have substantial financial investments in Australia. Since

residing in the USA (Decenmber 1995) | have visited Australia on nine (9)
occasions. Sonetine in the future | expect to return to Australia. Yet ny
Governnent refuses to give ne a voice where it matters nost.

Where has the Australia ethos of a "fair go" gone?



| ask that you please restore nmy right to vote in Australian elections so that |
can help nmould the future of a country that | love. Yes, Australia is still

home.
Yours Sincerely,

Al ex Zielinski



