Dear Sir,

| understand a subm ssion has been nmade in relation to people with
intersex conditions voting in federal elections

(http://ww. aph. gov. au/ house/ comm ttee/ em el ect 01/i ndex. htn). The AIS
Support Goup Australia would |like to nake a general subm ssion for
your committee's consideration.

People with intersex conditions are those born with reproductive organs
and/ or sex chronosones that are not exclusively nmale or female. The
previous termfor these people was 'hermaphrodites'. Approximtely one
in 1000 children are born with these conditions which is about 20,000
Australians. There was one candidate in the 2001 Federal Election that
openly disclosed his intersex condition (refer

http://hone. vicnet.nnet. au/ ~ai ssg/ MCV_articl el21001. ht m.

Most people with intersex conditions are raised, and identify as
exclusively male or fenmale. However, a small nunber also identify as
not only having an intersex condition, but also an intersex gender.
The Al SSGA bel i eves these people should be legally recognised in their
self identified gender.

The easiest way for the AEC to pernmit these people to vote in their
self identified gender is to enable all people to register to vote

wi thout any reference to their sex. |f sex nust be detailed for any
speci fic purpose however, people should be given the ability to tick a
box other than nmale or female. W respectfully suggest this extra
category be 'other' to permt those outside the intersex comunity
(such as transgender people) to also use this category if they feel it
is appropriate.

| have attached the Al SSGA's recent subm ssion to the NSWLaw Reform
Conmi ssion and Anti-Discrimnation Board for your infornation.

believe it contains definitions and background information that will be
hel pful in considering the issues of people with intersex conditions
who do not identify exclusively as male or female in future el ections.

Pl ease contact nme if you require any further information.

Regar ds,

Tony

Tony Briffa
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"To thine self be true."
- WIIiam Shakespear e



