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8 August 2002

- The Secretary . ,-; - § i’
Joint Standing Comrfuttee on Electoral Matters 17 s

Parliament House . S o ety
Canbeérra ACT_ZGO_O _. R DU B ey

Dear Sir/Madam,

Following is a submission from The Greens NSW containing five proposals to
improve the Federal Electoral system. ' In the 2001 Federal election, as part of the
Australian Greens, our state party contested all 50 NSW Heuse of Representatlves

: (HoR) seats and the Senate for NSW e

The Composmon of the HGR is far from re l’epresentative‘: 1In the 2001 Federal clection,
nationally the Coalition won 42.69% of the primary vote but won 54% or 81 of the

In companson The Greens and Democrats each polled approxxmately 5% of the vote
which was over half a million votes each, but won: none of the HoR seats. Mmor
parties collectively won well over 15% of the vote or over 1.5 million votes but won
no seats. Under our current election system the Coalition and the Labor party
combined were thus awarded an extra 24 seats above what their natlonai Vote
deserved. This was at the expense of the minor partles :

The HoR electoral system is blatantly unfaxr and undemocratzc It serves the eiectoral
interests of the major pames o : S

Eiectwns would be: much more democranc 1f a propertmnal representatxon eiectorai
system was created for the HoR. Single member électorates should be abolished and
~a Hare-Clark system based on mulu-member electerai d1stncts mtroduced '

This is an extremely serious issue and we cail on the Jomt Standmg Committee on
Electoral Matters to respond in detail and address the issue of lack of democracy and
fairness in HoR elections,

2 Optional preferential voting-- for Heuse ef Representative‘s

We currently have a system where voters must direct preferences in a:HoR ballot or
: theu: vote 13 mformal Pnor to the 1990 federal eiection The Federa} Labor




B Government Iegmlated to make 1t compulsory for a voter to dn'ect preferences The o
motivation was of course 10 mcrease Laber s eiectorai chanees

The average ﬂeld ina HoR seatis about eight. candldates It isa perfectly legitimate
view, indeed it should be a. nght for a voter to decide that they. do-not want to give
- preferences to-a number of candidates. There is no ethical reason to deny voters the
opportunity of makmg the pomt ‘that they will not vote for pamcuiar caﬁdldates An
optmnal preferentxal votmg syste{n wouid allow them to do this.. : : o

e It would also reduce the number of mformal votes The HOR electlon system is

different to most state lower house election systems and this causes. unnecessary |
* confusion for voters Optlonal preferentlal votmg for the HOR shouid be
remtmdaced ' . R

_-.3 Fixed- te'rm- eleetions'

:It is h1ghly undemocrat:c for a ane Mzmste; to be able to determme the date of an..

: :4 Teievnsed leaders debate to mclude.ether partles

- Medla eoverage has a huge bearmg on an eiectlon result and there isa mam stremn
media. bias in favour of the Coalmon and ALP. ' :

The natmnaily televised 1eaders eieetzon debate is perhaps the mest glarmg example
of this medm b1as in. cperanon The Zeader of the Coahtlon and the ALP partlmpate m

Ttis blatant d1scr1m1nat1on and hlghly undemocratlc . o

- A fair teiev1sed electlon debate would melude the leaders of all partles, or a coahtlon' .
-..of parties, which' wWere contestmg more than half of the 150 House of Representatwes SR
“seats. To contest that many seats is & substannal undertakmg Tlns ﬁgure has been
- 'suggested because 1f a party Won 76 or more seats 1t was eontestmg, 1t would be m
- govemment ' iy e L

It would require federal iegxslat:{on to compel a broacicaster screemng a na‘uonal _
leaders election debate, to mciude leaders of other pames '




P

entrances are usually open

B It is also mconvement for voters who are seekmg a particular how t vote card If
. __':_____.they have e_:ntered a booth-thmugh af.gate w}n it o

~ number of open. gates/entrances io each 'pollmg- 00t

g report so that the 1nfdrfnatlon:.'¢ou_d'be-ma e"_pubhc pﬁor-. 0 the subsequent election.
~(Only for new booths would the mfcrmatlon not be 1mmed1ateiy avallabie)

5 Numher of entrances to each pnllmg imoth tn be determmed

A problem arises each eiectton when the number of entrances to some poihng booths :

_'change Many booths such as halls only have one erntrance and the problem mainly
" arises at booths that are schools where there are auy nmnber of gates t() ‘the school '
“yard. : : _

.. For example a b@oth whlch has always had two entra.nces can suddenly have three B
 and then revert to two the. foiiomng election. The uncertamty ofthe number of _
) entrances creates dxfficulnes for can_ 1dates When theyiare ergamsmg a ;mlimg booths__ .

Australian Electoral Cor ion and made public to cand1dates W1th the hst of

Yours sincerely, . -

" Geoff Ash
- Deputy Reglstered O:fﬁcer and
- Electoral Spokesperson
The Greens NSW




