17th. danuvary, 2001,

ihe Chairman, ‘

Joint Standing Committee on Klectoral Mattdrs,
Parliament Bouses ‘
CANBERRA, 2600,

Dear sir,

rollowing the 1998 rederal Mlection an Inquiry into
the conduct of that Election was held and, subsequenily, a number
of recommendations wére submitted to the Australien Eleetoral
Offies, Could L ask how meny aef the recommendptions were
accepted and will they be incorporated into the rules governing
any futvre eleetion? : : ~ o .
there is, though, onermatter that does ngl appear to
have been addressed, the Electoral Commimsion kindly sent me
detsils of the votes cast for the respective parties in the 1998
Federal Electiom. It seems that, in view of the information sent
to mer, a majority of votes were cast in gavour of the lLabour
rarty, nmot the combined biberal Farty and National,rarty, and
that, on a two party preferred system, the ALy gained 51k of
the votes cast compared with 49» for the coPalitien.

Ugspite this the co-alition formed the goverrment, not
on the basis of the number of m®zm voles cast in their favour,
bwt or the number of gealts wom, Will thig factor be considered
for the next Fedewral Eleetion? And, mare imgoxtantly, will
any steps be taken to ensure that the next Federal Uovernnent
is elected according to the will of the Australian people?

Over the past months the present Frime winigter has
been gaying that he was “democratically elected® ‘his
statement is elearly incorrect if the total rumber. of votes is
the criteria. Under the present system of voting it is possible
for any rrimecMini ster teo be elected to that position simply
hecavae he or ﬁiS~?HW®F$@%&$@@@&$&iQEWW@ﬂMawmaiamiﬁ&_Qf;ﬁﬁ&tﬁq

; But the question is - will any future frime Minister
represent the majority of Australian electors or a minerity?
L look forward te recelving your answewr, :

tours faithfully,

WMr.) A.d. Beepey.
24 JAN 2001
JOINT STANDING ! 7
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10th, vune, 200Z.

ine wecretary,

voint etanding vommittee on wlectoral Watiers,
farliament Douse,

AN DU , 7 e Ve dley 2000

Vegay oir,
e i g ke e o B S bl ol bl 0L L ;5(.}()1 seceral electlion:

Lhank you fo ¥ your letter of 4th. vine, <0UZ.
concerning the above electiom. + have no objectlen to my
letter beimg considered as a submigsion to the +mguiry.

un forturnately + Camnot conIirm thie in wrilting as
om unable~to write legibly with my rugnt hand but, 1f such

b

comfirmation is required to he signed them + will bhave to see

what -+ can-¢o 1n tnis regard.
LouPrs-sinceredlyy

oy Hopdoe ﬁ@@@@x #
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