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ThecommitteeSecretary
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CanberraACT 2600
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FAX: +61262774710

SUBMISSION
DearGentlemen:

Wc proposethatthc following amendments shouldbemadein the CommonwealthElectoralAct 1918:

• Delete the six-year lirn~tationon absencefrom Australia from the provisionson overseasenrolmentand
eligibleoverseaselectorstatusin theAct.

• Delete the two-yearlimitation on enrolmentfront,overseasand enrolmentshouldbepossiblefor Australians
overseasatanytime

o Delete the requirementthat a personwho has left Australia for employmentreasonshasto enroll againto
quaJi1~tobe in theelectoralroll.

Delete the two-year ilniltation on applying for eligible overseaselectorstatusand the applicationfor this
statusshouldbe possibleat any time from overseas,as longasthe Australian citizenis still on theelectoral
roll.

• Removethe requirementthat the personmustshow the,intention to resumeresidingin Australia for either
enrolmentfrom overseas ortheattainmentof eligibleoverseaselectorstaths.

Webelievethat theseproposedamendmentswouldrestoretherightto vote toall Australiancitizensofvoripg agewho
arestnyingoverseas.

In our case,approximately70%ofthe250 memberso.ourChamberin thePhilippinesareAustraliancitizens.

Sincerelyyours,

William @111)Mason

immediatePastPresident


