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Tasmania

29 January2002

TheSecretary
Joint StandingCommitteeon ElectoralMatters
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearSir/Madam

I attacha copyof my letter to the Governor-Generaldated15 November2001 with arequest
for innovative amendmentsto the electoral legislation nationwide. Pleasetake this as a
submissionto yourCommittee.

In pursuingtheseamendments,you maybe interestedin thetrain of resultantcorrespondence
(a copyof which I alsoattach)asfollows:

• Letter from SenatortheHon Eric Abetzdated22 January2002
• Letter from theMinisterial CorrespondenceUnit dated7 January2002
• Letter to thePrimeMinisterdated27 November2001
• Letter from theSeniorAdviserto theGovernor-Generaldated22 November2001

Yours faithfully

HeatherSmall
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Tasmania

15 November2001

His Excellencythe RightReverendDr PeterHollingworth, AC, OBE
Governor-Generalof the Commonwealthof Australia
GovernmentHouse
DunrossilDrive
YARRALtJMLA 2600
AustralianCapitalTerritory

DearDr Hollingworth

I havegiven this matterfleeting considerationfor a long period of time, but was finally provokedinto
doing somethingaboutit last Saturday,10 November,at the polling booth.

I did endeavourto think of anotheravenueotherthanyour goodself,but it escapesme as the recipient
of my pleamustbepolitics-neutral. I shallmakeit as brief aspossible.

I really do like to take full advantageof my rights as a citizen of this countrywhen I voteandI choose
to usethe under-the-linesystem. This wouldbe mademucheasierfor usall if we knewwho 80% or
moreof thesewere forgoodnesssake.

At the Hobart City Council election,at least everyoneis providedwith a broadsheetgiving a great
dealof informationabouteachcandidateseveralweeksaheadof the election. I think it is the right of
peoplein Australiato receivethe sameinformation in all stateandfederalelections— that is:

‘ Name
Photo

• Profession
• Biographicaldetails
• Party,affiliation or independentinformation
• Their policies
• To whomwill their preferencesbe given

The abovewould atleastgive us somethingto go on. For myself, I alwaysget stuck in the middle. I
am sure I am not the only one. Probablysomeevenvote for this section on a genderbasis! What
othermeasurecould possiblybe usedfor the remainderof the29 from whomI hadto choose.

I would greatly appreciateyour assistancein perhaps implementing the above system into this
country.

Yourssincerely

HeatherSmall



SENATORTHE HON ERIC ABETZ
SpecialMinisterof State

LiberalSenatorfor Tasmania

JAM 2002

Ms HeatherSmall
“Heatbmore”
61 Arthur Street
WESTHOBART 7000 TAS

DearMs Small

Thankyou for yourletterto thePrimeMinisterof 27 November20.01 enclosingacopy of
aletterthat you sentto theGovernor-Generalon 15 November2001. Yourequestthat
candidateinformationbeprovidedto all electorsin aconsistentformat, for stateand
federalelections.Your letterhasbeenreferredto measI haveportfolio responsibilityfor
federalelectoralmatters.

By wayofbackground,theAustralianElectoralCommission(AEC) administersfederal
electionsunderprovisionsoftheCommonwealthElectoralAct1918(theElectoralAct). I
amunableto commenton StateandTerritoryelectoralprocedures,which areprovidedfor
underseparate(StateandTerritory) legislationfor which theAEC is notresponsible.I
encloseapamphletproducedby theElectoralCouncilof Australia,which containscontact
details for thevariousStateandTerritoryelectoralbodies.

As an independentstatutoryauthority,theAEC playsno role in distributingcandidateor
partyadvertising.Thereis no provisionundertheElectoralAct for theAEC to distribute
informationoncandidatesto electorsasyou recommend.Consequently,in order for your
suggestionto be implemented,amendmentsto theElectoralAct wouldbe required.

Foryourinformation,successiverecentParliamentshaveappointedaParliamentary
Committeeasaforum for considerationofrecommendationsto changethelegislation
governingfederalelections.This Committee,knownastheJointStandingCommitteeon
ElectoralMatters(JSCEM),facilitatesconsiderationofproposedelectoralchangesand
theirnegotiation,prior to the introductionofamendinglegislation,for debatein the
federalParliament.

ParliamentHouse,CanberraACT 2600 *
Telephone02 6277 7600 Facsimile 02 62734541
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Shouldyouwish to pursueanyamendmentsin line with your suggestion,youcouldlodge
asubmissionwith theJSCEMat:

TheSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeon ElectoralMatters
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Thankyou for your interestin electoralmatters.

Yours sincerely

ERICABETZ
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