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A ~ J ~ T ~ A L ~ ~  ~ ~ T I Z ~ ~ ~ H ~ ~  BILL 1943 

%his clause provides for the Act to be cited 

1 in future as the "Australian Citizenship Act," 

( C o ~ ~ n c e m ~ ~ ~ ~  By reason o f  sub-clause 1, three Sections of a 

formal. nature will come into force upon Royal 

Assent t o  the Bill, Most of the other Clauses 

a r e  to come into effect upon a date to be 

proclaimed - see sub-clause ( 7 ) .  

of this is to enable the necessary Statutory 

Rules t o  be prepared, new forms to be printed, 

and other necessary administrative preparations 

to be made. 

The objective 

The effect of sub-clause (2) is to postpone for 

a further s ix  months the repeal of existing 

provisions (.Division' 'i A of  Part I11 of the 

Principal Act) which enable Commonwealth 

Citizens, after five years in Australia, to 

become Australian citizens by simple notification 

o f  their wish to do so. The purpose of this 

postponement is to enable maximum 

efforts t o  be made to correct the 
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(Parts ) 

d e f i n i t i o n s )  

mistaken ' be l i e f '  OS many B r i t i s h  migrants  

t h a t  they have a l r e a d y  become Ai is t ra : l . i an  

c it  i z ens a u t  o m;i t i  c a l  :I. y through I o  n.g 

r e s i d e n c e .  li'hese e f f o r t s  w i l l  beg in  

as soon as t h e  M l l  i s  passed and w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  s i x  months a f t e r  t h e  

new Act comes i n t o  f o r c e  by proclamation.  

It  i s  cons idered  j u s t . t h a t  such  p e o p i e  

on Learning t h e  ,true p o s i t i o n  should  

be ab le  t o  u s e  t h e  s imple  n o t i . f i c a t i o n  

procedure t o  become c i t i z e n s  d u r i n g  th.e 

per iod  of s i x  months a f t e r  t h e  new A c t ' s  

commencement. 

The concept  of  a s in ,yle  s e t  o f  

requi rements  tor t h e  g r a n t  of' c i t i z e n s h i p  

e n a b l e s  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  a single 

U i v i s i o n  i n  ? l a c e  OS t h r e e  Div is ions  

a t  p r e s e n t  r e l n t i n g  t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  

As mentioned in t h e  n o t e  o n  sub-c lause  2 (2) 

i t  i s  proposed  tha t  t h e  r e p e a l  of one o f  

t h e s e  t h r e e  ( I l i v i s ion  1 A )  be postponed 

f o r  a p e r i o d  of  s i x  months. 

The terms "Fore ign  count ry"  and " t r u s t  

t e r r i t o r y "  do n o t  now appear  i n  t n e  s u b s t a E t i v e  

3/. . 



p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  Act and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n s  ar.e being r e p e a l e d  as unnccen::ary. 

I t  i s  now regarded  as unnecessary froin a 

l e g a l  s t m d p o i n t  t o  d e f i n e  " t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  

Government" I) 

I n  conformi ty  w i t h  r e c e n t  amendments t o  

r3lectoral  Acts full age f o r  t h e  purposes  of 

t h i s  Act has been reduced from 21 t o  18 y e a r s  

and t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  amended a c c o r d i n g l y .  

(Persons Having T h i s  c l a u s e  b r i n g s  up t o  d a t e  t h e  l i s t  

S t a t u s  o f  of c o u n t r i e s  of t he  Commonwealth of 

f i r i t ish Nat ions ,  whose c i t i z e n s  have t h e  s t a t u s  of 

Sub , j ec t  ) B r i t i s h  s a b j e c t  and t h e r e f o r e  have r i g h t s  

and d u t i e s  under o t h e r  legislati on, ( s u c h  

as t h e  d l e c t o r a l  Act and I 'llblic S e s v i c e  

A e t ) ,  of t h e  Comrionwealth and the S ta t e s .  

While t h e r e  has l o n g  been i n  S e c t i o n  7 

of  t h e  P r i n c i p a l  Act ,  t h e  power t o  make 

r e g u l . a t i o n s  adding c o u n t r i e s  t o  this l i s t ,  

t h e  dropping of  c o u n t r i e s  from t h e  

list h a s  req i l i red  amendment of t h e  A c t  

i t s e l f ;  and i t  i s  n o t  proposed t o  change 

. t h i s  p o s  i t i on. A I though newl y independent  

c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  Commonwealth have 

a , l ready been t h e  s u b j e c t  of 2egula t i .ons  

made under S e c t i o n  7 of  t h e  Act 

( s o  tha . t  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  a l r e a d y  have 



t h e  s t a t u s  of ijrjtish s k b j c c t )  ~t L S  

a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  s h o u l d  bc 

listea i n  the Act i t s e l f  a t  t he  first 

oppor tun i ty .  

The f o l l o w i n g  c o u n t r i e s  are  listed ~n 

the pr inc ipa l .  Act as it  s t a n d s  a t  p r e s e n t  

( i n c l u d i n g  changes made by t h e  C i t i  zenshlp  

Act 1969, t h e  r e l e v a n t  S e c t i o n  o f  which 

came i n t o  f o r c e  by Yroclamatlon on 20  

February ,  1973) e 
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m d  South hustral.ia and whase posses s ion  of t h e  

r i t a t u s  of B r i t i s h  s i b j c c t  depends s o l e l y  

on t h e i r  c i t i z e n s h i p  o f  I k k i s t a n  o r  South 

A f r i c a  ( i . e .  who a r e  n o t  a l s o  A u s t r a l i a n  

c i t i z e n s  o r  c i t i z e n s  of some o t h e r  

Commonwealth c o u n t r y )  The e f f e c t  of 

d ropp ing  P a k i s t a n  and South A f r i c a  

from t h e  l i s t  o f  c o u n t r i e s  i n  S e c t i o n  7 
o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  A c t  ( s e e  under Clause  5 

above)  w i l l  be t h a t  these persons  will 

cease t o  have t h e  s t a t u s  of B r i t i s h  

sub;ject  - and t h e r e b y  cease  t o  have 

such r i g h t s  as t h e  v o t e ,  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  

e l e c t i o n  t o  Pa r l i amen t  o r  f o r  permanen% 

appointment t o  public s e r v i c e s ,  e t c ,  

Clause  6 w i l l  however p rov ide  t h a t  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  of S e c t i o n  7 of t h e  P r i n c i p a l  

A c t  w i l l  con t inue  t o  app ly ,  d u r i n g  t h e  

,two y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  B i l l  comes i n t o  f o r c e ,  

t o  t h e s e  pe r sons  i f  o r d i n a r i l y  r e s i d e n t  i n  

A u s t r a l i a .  

The p r o v i s i o n s  ex tend  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  

p e r s o n ' s  c h i l d r e n  under 1 6 ,  
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This i s  d e s i r a b l e  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the  

i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

cont inuance  of h i s  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  and 

r e t e n t i o n  of  o t n e r  r i g h t s  where he is 

employed i n  a p o s i t i o n  e.g,  i n  P u b l i c  

Service f o r  which t h e  ntaLusl o f  B r i t i s h  

s u b j e c t  i a  a p r e - r e q u i s i t e .  

The abovementioned t r a n s i t i o n a l  provisionD 

a l lowing  people t o  r e t a i n  t he  s t a t u s  of  

B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t  do n o t  r e p r e s e n t  any view 

t h a t  the  people i n  q u e s t i o n  should  

r e f r a i n  from seek ing  Au8Lralian c i t i z e n -  

s h i p .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y  i t  18 f u l l y  intended 

t h a t  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  who a r e  n o t  A u s t r a l i a n  

c i t i z e n s  should  be encouraged t o  become 

c i l i z e n a ,  

a /* .  



Clause 7 

(Repeal. o f  

Division 1 A )  Division 1 A (Citizenship by Notification) 

This Clause provides f o r  the repeal. 09 

of Par% IIX of the Principal. A c t ,  It is 

glade separate f r ~ m  the next clause 

repealing Divisions 2 iuzd 3 ,  because 

repeal of Division I A LB t o  t ake  e f f e c t  

s i x  months later than the rest of the 

Bill's provisions, f o r  the xeasons 

explained in the notes on Clause 2 

concerning comLnencemenLo 

Clause 8 

(Uniform This Clause repeals the existing variety of 

Conditions f o r  conditions for the grxnt  of Australian 

Grant of  Citizenship and substitutes a new, uniform 

hus tralian set of conditions, The following notes 

Citizenship) 

._____.- 

seek to describe f i rs t  the existing 

requirements and then the new proposals. 

9/. 0 
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The e x i s t i n g  law e n a b l e s  c i t i z e n s h i p  

t o  bo acqu i red  ( a p a r t  f r o x  a c q u i s i t i o n  

a t  b i r t h )  by t h r e e  means - 

"!&ificatim-" ( s e e  n o t e s  on Clause 2 ( 2 )  

Migrants  who have t h e  status o f  above) .  

B r i t i s h  su 'bject ,  have been r e s idan t  i n .  

A u s t r a l i a  o r  N e w  Guinea f o r  over  f i v e  

y e a r s  ?and a re  n o t  l i a b l e  t o  dcp0rtat . i  on 

Tar c r imes  committed w i t h i n  f i v e  years 

a f t e r  e n t r y  have been a b l e  t o  becoinc: 

A u s t r a l i a n  citizens by merely notifyin;.; 

the  Department of t h e i r  w i s h  t c i  d o  s o ,  

There is y10 d i s c r e t i o n a r y  gra.nt o r  

r e f u s a l  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  these 

circumsLarbr3sr 

2, "Be, i i . s t ra t ion" A migrant who has t h e  

s ta tus  o f  British s u b j e c t  o r  an Irish 

c i t i z e n ,  has been e l i g i b l e  t o  be granted 

a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  ( W ~ L C : ~  

becomes e f f e c t i v e  when i s s u e d  wi thout  

any Oa,th of 1il l .egiance o r  appoarance at 

a c i t i z e n s h i p  ceremony) i f  t 5 e  

a p p l i c a n t  s a t i s f i e s  t h e  M i n i s t e r :  

" ( a )  tha t  he i z  of full a g e ;  
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“(b) t h a t  he has  r e s i d e d  i n  A u s t r a l i n  o r  

New Guinea, or  p a r t l y  i n  t ius tml ia  

and p a r t l y  i n  N e w  Guinea, f o r  no t  less 

than  f i v e  y e a r s  d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t  y e a r s  

immediately preceding  t h e  d a t e  of  t he  

g r a n t  OP t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r ,  i n  such  

s p e c i f i e d  c a s e s  as t h e  Mini .s ter ,  upon 

a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  prescr ibed m;lnners 

approves ,  f o r  such s h o r t e r  pe r iod  

( n o t  be ing  l e s s  t han  twelve months) 

as t h e  M i n i s t e r  a l lows ;  

“ ( c )  t h a t  he i s  of  good c h a r a c t e r ;  

“ ( d )  t h a t  he has  a n  adequate knowledge of 

t h e  g n g l i s h  language o r ,  $f he has not  

such a knowledge, t h a t  he has r e s i d e d  i n  

A u s t r a l i a  o r  New Guinea, o r  p a r t l y  i n  

A u s t r a l i a  and p a r t l y  i n  New Guinea, 

f o r  a cont inuous  pe r i ad  o f  not; l e s s  

than twenty y e a r s ;  

“ ( e )  t h a t  he has  a n  adequate knowledge of 

t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and p r i v i l e g e s  of  

A u s t r a l i a n  c i t i z e n s h i p ;  and 

“(f) t h a t  he i n t e n d s ,  i f  r e g i s t e r e d ,  t o  

r e s i d e  o r  t o  cont inue  t o  r e s i d e  i n  

A u s t r a l i a  o r  New Guinea o r  t o  e n t e r  
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o r  cont inue  i n  the s e r v i c e  under a n  

A u s t r a l i a n  government, i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  

of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

which the A u s t r a l i a n  Government is a 

member, o r  serv ice  i n  t h e  employment 

of a person,  s o c i e t y ,  company o r  body 

o f  persons r e s i d e n t  o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

A u s t r a l i a  o r  New Guinea." 

NOTE: To avoid cons tan t  r e p e t i t i o n  i n  

these n o t e s ,  the  words "or New Guinea" 

are not  used here  aga in ;  'but no 

change i s  proposed by t h i s  Bill i n  

e x i s t i n g  provisi .on f o r  acceptance  of  

r e s idence  i n  New Guinea ab equ iva len t  

t o  r e s idence  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  

Except ions t o  t h e  above can be made as 

follows : 

- A I L  requi rements  can be waived f o r  

persons  no t  o f  fu l l  age ;  t h e  spouses  

widows and widowers of A u s t r a l i a n s ;  and 

former A u s t r a l i a n s  ; 

- Adult  sons and daugh te r s  of A u s t r a l i a n s  

need n o t  understand t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  

, o r  have a knowledge o f  

dngl ish o r  of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

and p r i v i l e g e s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p ;  t h t  i s ,  

12 / e  
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they are not  debar red  by menta l  

d e f i c i e n c y ;  

- The r e s i d e n c e  requirement i s  waived. f o r  

persons  who have served i n  t h e  permanent 

f o r c e s  f o r  t h m e  months ( o r  wha have been 

d i scha rged  f o r  s e r v i c e  - caused medicn,]. 

r ea sons  before  completing t h r e e  months 

s e r v i c e  ; ) 

- People who are ove r  s i x t y  y e a r s  o f  

age, o r  whose h e a r i n g ,  speech  o r  s i g h t  

is impai red ,  do not need a knowledge 

of Eng l i sh  o r  of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e 8  

and p r i v i l e g e s  of c i t i z e n s h i p .  

- Chi ld ren  under s i x t e e n  y e a r s  of  ab:e may 

be inc luded  i n  c e r t i f i c a t e s  g ran ted  t o  

t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r e n t s  o r  gua rd ians  

'3. " N a t u r a l i z a t i o n "  

T h i s  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  g r a n t  o f  c e r t i f i c a t e s  

o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  t o  a l i e n s  o r  p ro t ec t ed  

persons.  The requi rements  d i f f e r  from 

t h o s e  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  

ways - 

- a " d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  i n t e n t i o n  t o  

app ly  f o r  c i t i z e m h i p "  can  be nade 

one yea r  a f t e r  e n t r y ;  b u t  i s  no t  a 
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neceesary  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  eventual. 

a p p l i c a t i o n ;  

'- t h e  norm1 r e s i d e n c e  requirement 

c o n s i s t s  of one yea r  immediately 

be fo re  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  p l u s  f o u r  y e a r s  

d u r i n g  t h e  e i g h t  y e a r s  p reced ing  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  persons  who have an 

adequate  ~ Q w l e d ~ e  of spoken Bng l i sh ;  

- t h e  f o u r  y e a r s  per iod  just mentioned 

i s  reduced t o  t w o  y e a r s  f o r  persons  

who can  read and w r i t e  S n g l i s h  

p r o f i c i e n t l y ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  t o t a l  

r e s idence  requirement f o r  such  

a p p l i c a n t s  i s  t h r e e  y e a r s ;  

- f o r  t h e  purpose of c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  

Pour o r  two y e a m r e s i d e n c e  r e q u i r e d  

w i t h i n  t h e  e i g h t  y e a r s  p reced ing  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n , t h e  M i n i s t e r  m y  a c c e p t ,  

as e q u i v a l e n t  t o  r e s i d e n c e  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  

r e s idence  i n  ano the r  Commonwealth 

coun t ry ,  o r  Government s e r v i c e  f o r  

such a coun t ry ,  o r  s e r v i c e  i n  any 

armed f o r c e s  under a B r i t i s h  commander 

appoin ted  by a l l i e d  powers. The 

M i n i s t e r  may a l s o  a c c e p t  r e s i d e n c e  i n  

A u s t r a l i a  more t h a n  eight y e a r s  be fo re  

t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  
14/.  . 
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f o r  t n e  purpose o f  calcAll , i t i , ic :  any ?art 

of  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  r e q u i r e r i i ~ n t ,  c a c h  f o u r  

weeks f u L l - ~ i r n e  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  armed 

f o r c e s  of' any Commonwealth coun t ry  can  

be counted i t r i  e i g h t  weeks r e s i d e n c e ;  

and each f o u r  weeks pa r t - t ime  s e r v i c e  i n  

t h e  C i t i z e n  Forces  can  be counted as 

f i v e  weeks xes idence ;  

- t h e  spouse o f  a person who h a s  been 

g r a n t e d  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of c i t i z e n s h i p  may 

a l s o  be g r a n t e d  a c e r t i f i c a t e  w i thou t  

meet ing any  of t h e  r equ i r emen t s  desc r ibed  

above,  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  husband and 

w i f e  may become c i t i z e n s  a t  t h e  same 

c i t i z e n s h i p  ceremony ( s e e  below) a l though  

one o f  them has  no t  f u l f i l l e d  normal 

requi rements  ; 

a c e r t i f i c a t e  of " c i t i z e n s h i p  by 

n a t u r a l i z a t i o n "  g ran ted  t o  a person over  

s i x t e e n  y e a r s  of age does n o t  c o n f e r  

c i t i z e n s h i - p  u n t i l  t h e  g r a n t e e  has  sworn 

o r  a f f i rmed  a l l e g i a n c e  a t  a c i t i z e n s h i p  

ceremony des igned  t o  impress  upon 

a p p l i c a n t s  t h e  r e s  pons i b i  li t i e s  and 

g r i v i l e g e s  of c i t i z e n s h i p .  An excep t ion  

i s  t h a t  a men ta l ly  d e f i c i e n t  son or 

daughter  o.f an  A u s t r a l i a n  c i t i z e n  i s  

n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  swear o r  a f f i r m  

a l l e g i a n c e .  

15/.. 
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NEW Pit0 I’OSA 1,s 

Clause  8 propose:: t o  abo1is.i t n e  t h r e e  

d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s e s  de>..;cribed above and 

p rov ide  i n s t e a c  for t h e  g r m t  of  A u s t r a l i a n  

c i t i z e n s h i p  on c o n d i t i o n s  a p p l i c d h l e  t o  

a l l ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s h i p  he ld  

at t ime  of  a p p l i c a t i o n .  Changes irom 

p rev ious  r equ i r emen t s  a r e : -  

- a l l  i n t e n d i z g  a p p l i c a n t s  ( n o t  on ly  

a l i e n s  as p r e v i o u s l y )  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  

d e c l a r e  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  app ly  a € t e r  

one y e a r s  r e s i d e n c e ,  i f  they  s o  d e s i r e  

(new S e c t i o n  13 ( 1  ) proposed i n  Clause 

8 of ] J i l l ) ;  

- c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  may be 

g r a n t e d  as a. g e n e r a l  rule t o  a p p l i c a n t s  

who have l i v e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  f o r  t h r e e  

y e a r s  - c o n s i s t i n g  o€ one year 

immediately b e f o r e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and 

a n o t h e r  two y e a r s  w i t h i n  t h e  e i g h t  

y e a r s  p reced ing  a p p l i c a t i o n  ( o r  e a r l i e r  

if t h e  P l in i s t e r  t h i n k s  f i t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

c a s e s )  (new S e c t i o n  1 4  ( 1 )  ( c )  and 

( d )  and 1 4  ( 4 )  in ; l ause  8 o f  i l i l l ) .  

Residence i n  other Corn1:ionwealth 

c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  n o t  be 

a c c e p t a b l e  as e q u i v a l e n t  t o  r e s i d e n c e  

i n  n u s  t r a l i a  

1 6 / .  . 
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in order not to break faith with people 

who have just come t o  Australia, or who 

come shortly after the H i l l  comes into 

force, believing they could become: 

Australian citizens under existing 

residence reJuirements, a transitional 

period of t w o  years is provided during 

which citizens of Commonwealth countries, 

Irish citizens, and citizens OS Pakistan 

and South Africa to whom Clause 6 applies, 

will be able to become Australian citizens 

after one years residence (proposed new 

Section 14. ( 5 )  and (6) in Clause 8 of B i l l ) ;  

- during a similar transitional period aliens 

who have lived in Commonwealth countries 

or served under those countries' 

Governments may have such residence or 

service accepted as part of the 

qualifying period of residence for the 

grant of citizenship (proposed Clause 21 

( 3 ) ,  ( 4 )  and ( 5 )  of Bill); 

- "full age" for the purpose of applications 

for citizenship is proposed as 18 years 

instead of 21 years; that is, citizenship 

will be granted to persons over 18 years 

of age in their own right if they comply 

with normal requirements rather than 
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t ha t  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  should  a p p l y  on t h e i r  

behalf b u t  t h e  M i n i s t e r  w i l l  still have 

power t o  waive normal r equ i r emen t s  f o r  

pe r sons  under 21  (proposed new S e c t i o n  

4 4 ( 8 )  i n  Clause a of B i l l . ) ;  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  of c i t i z e n s h i p  g r a n t e d  t o  

a l l  pe r sons  ove r  16 y e a r s  of age  ( o t h e r  

t h a n  men ta l ly  d e f i c i e n t  sons  o r  daugh te r s  

of A u s t r a l i a n  c i t i z e n s )  w i l l  n o t  c o n f e r  

c i t i z e n s h i p  u n t i l  t h e  g r a n t e e s  have sworn 

a n  Oath, o r  made an  a f f i r m a t i o n  (new 

S e c t i o n  15 ( 1 )  proposed by Clause  8 of 

B i l l )  - f o r  t h e  new form of  Oath o r  

a f f i r m a t i o n  s e e  n o t e s  on Clause  13; 

The remain ing  p a r t s  of t h e  new S e c t i o n s  14 

and 1 5 ,  proposed by Clause 8 o f  t h e  B i l l ,  

r eproduce  r equ i r emen t s  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  Act. 

The changes made 'by t h e s e  Clauses  a r e  

s imply  c o n s e q u e n t i a l  upon t h e  r e d u c t i o n  

of full age  f r o m  21 t o  1 8  y e a r s .  

Clause 12 To enab le  A u s t r a l i a  t o  accede  t o  t h e  

U . N .  Convention on Reduction o f  S t a t e l e s s n e s s  

i t  is  necessa ry  t o  make p r o v i s i o n  t o  ensu re  

t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a ' s  l a w  does  

no t  have t h e  e f f e c t  o f  r e n d e r i n g  c e r t a i n  

pe r sons  s t a t e l e s s .  Clause 12  o f  t h e  B i l l  

p ~ o ~ ~ ~ e s  f o r  t h i s ,  



Clause  1'1 l'he changes madc b f  t h i s  clau:,c a r e  

s imply  conseyuen t i a l  upon e a r l i e r  ci-ianEee. 

Clause 1 4  T h i s  d e l e t e s  a sub-Sect Lon r e a d i n g :  

" A  per son  who has t h e  s t a t u s  of a. 

B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t  w i thou t  c i t i z e n s h i p  

shall. f o r  t h e  purposes  of D iv i s ion  

1 A o r  D iv i s ion  2 o €  P a r t  111 be 

deemed t o  be c1. c i t i z e n  of' a. coun t ry  

t o  which s e c t i o n  seven  o f  this Act  

a p p l i e s "  

Divis ions 1 A and 2 re la t in[ :  t o  " N o t ~ f i c a t i o n "  

and " R e g i s t r a t i o n t f  r e s p e c t i v e l y  a r e  Go be 

r epea led .  

As expla ined  i n  t h e  n o t e s  on Clauses  2 and 

3 ,  r e p e a l  o f  O iv i s ion  1 A w i l l ,  n o t  become 

e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l .  s i x  months a f t e r  t h e  r e s t  

of  t h i s  Hill. i s  proclaimed t o  cornmence, 

Therelore Clause 2 ( 2 )  prov ides  t h a t  

Clause  1 4  a l s o  i s  n o t  to come i n t o  f o r c e  

u n t i l  then  i n  o r d e r  tha-b a p e r s o n  w i t h  

t h e  status o f  . 3 r i t i s h  s u b j e c t  w i thou t  

c i t i z e n s h i p  w i l l  s t i l l  have t h e  b e n e f i t  

o f  t h e  t r a n s i t i . o n a l  per iod  o f  s i x  months, 

The t r a n s i t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  2eopl .e  



a f f e c t e d  by r e p e a l  of O j v i s i o n  2 i n c l u d e  

a s p e c i f i c  p r o v i s i c n  lor persons  having 

the  s t a t u s  of B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t  w i t h o u t  

2 i t i z e n s h i p  ( s e e  new 3 e c t i o n  14 ( 5 )  ( a )  ( i v )  

propoeed by Clause 8 of Bill.) 

S e c t i o n  26A of t h e  e x i s t i n g  Act was 

enac ted  i n  1966 s o l e l y  t o  enable  Australia 

t o  accede t o  a Convention on t h e  N a t i o n a l i t y  

o f  Married Women which r e q u i r e d  each count ry  

t o  ?rovi.de s p e c i a l  means f o r  a n  a l i e n  w i f e  

0% a n a t i o n a l  t o  a c q u i r e  h e r  husband's  

s t a t u s .  A u s t r a l i a  had a l r e a d y  provided 

such means f a r  wives of  A u s t r a l i a n  ci . t i .zens;  

but  had t o  e n a c t  S e c t i o n  26 A t o  c a t e r  f o r  

t h e  p o s s i . b l i t y  t ha t  t h e  a l i e n  w i f e  of  a. 

person  having  t h e  s t a t u s  of a " B r i t i s h  

sub j ec-t w i t h o u t  c i t i z e n s h i p "  rrilght w i s h  

t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  l a t t e r  s t a t u s  withou.t  

want ing LO be a n  A u s t r a l i a n  c i t i z e n  as 

we2.l. The 1966 amending Act provided a 

s p e c i a l  form ~f Oath o f  A l l e g i a n c e  t o  

be taken by such a woman, o m i t t i n g  normal 

r e f e r e n e e  t o  observance o f  A u s t r a l i a n  

laws and f u l f i l m e n t  o f  a n  A u s t r a l i a n  

c i t i z e n ' s  d u t i e s ,  I t  i s  now cons idered  

2 0 / .  . . 
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t h a t  such a woxnaa should t a k e  an Oath  

or make an  a f ' f i r ina t ion  i n  accordance  w i t h  

t h e  form conta in3d  i n  Schedule  3. 

Clause 16 The change made oy t h i s  c i a u s e  i s  s imply  

c o n s e q u e n t i a l  upon t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of. t t S ~ J . i  age" 

from 21 t o  18 y e a r s .  

A good deal. has a l r e a d y  been s a i d  i n  t h o  

n o t e s  above concern ing  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  of D i v i s i o n  1 A of P a r t  11.1 

of  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Act concern ing  acquisi:tion 

of c i t i z e n s h i p  by t t N o t i f i c a t i o n t t  e That 

D i v i s i o n  provides  f o r  t h e  i s s u e  of  

e v i d e n t i a r y  C e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  t o  

people  who have lodged n o t i f i c a t i o n s .  

Clause 17 of t h e  B i l l  w i l l  enab le  such  

e v i d e n t i a r y  c e r t i f i c a t e s  t o  be i s s u e d  

i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t o  t hose  who lodge  

n o t i f i c a t i o n s  b e f o r e  r e p e a l  o f  D i v i s i o n  

1 A t a k e s  e f f e c t .  Like o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  

concern ing  r e p e a l  of D i v i s i o n  1 A ,  Clause 2 

(2)will n o t  come i n t o  f o r c e  u n t i l  s i x  months 

a f t e r  t h e  commencement o f  t h e  remainder  

of t h e  B i l l .  

Clause 18 This  i s  s imply consequen t i a l  upon Clause 

17  i n  tha t  sub - sec t ion  ( 5 )  o f  s e c t i o n  11 C 

( o f  D i v i s i o n  1 A )  t o  be r e p e a l e d  i s  t o  

21/. . 



-21- 

reappear as sub-section (4) of the 

new Section 44 A proposed by Clause 17. 

‘The new form of Oath o r  Affirmation 

has two main features as compared with 

the present form - 
- it omits words concerning renunciation 

of other allegiance; 

- it omits specific reference to allegiance 

to Her Majesty the Queen and her 

successors, and substitute8 

“1 will faithfully uphold the 

Constitution o f  Australia”, 

Clause 29 Provides for a number o f  self explanatory 

formal amendrnents as set out in the 

Schedule. 

Clause 21 These provisions are designed to ensure - 
(1) that the provisions o f  the Bill do not 

deprive any person of Australian 

citizenship ; 

that people who have lodged applications 

or declarations before the Bill 

becomes law are not put to trouble 

of completing new forms. 

( 2 )  

( 3 ) ,  ( 4 )  and ( 5 )  

that as a transitional measure 

22/. . . 



-22 -  

Clause 2 2  

a l i e n s  who have l i v c d  i n  Corninonwealth 

c o u n t r i e s  o r  s e rved  under  t h o s e  

c o u n t r i e s  ' Goverrimeri ts may have 

such  r e s i d e n c e  o r  s( r v i c e  accep ted  

as p a r t  of t h e  qua lLfy ing  p e r i o d  of 

r e s i d e n c e  €or t h e  g r a n t  ~f c i t i z e n s h i p  

as p r e v i o u s l y  expla ined  on page 16, 

I t  will be necessa ry  t o  make Regu la t ions  

f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  new Act 

be fo re  i t  i s  proclaimed t o  commence; 

but t h e s e  will n o t  coniinence b e f o r e  t h e  

Act I t s e l f .  

department of  Immigrat ion,  

Canberra. 

A p r i l ,  1977. 
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THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

AUSTRALIAN CITIZENS 

SCHEDULE OF THE AMENDMENT MADE BY THE SENATE 

Page 10, clause 19, leave out the clause, insert the following clause: 
" 19. The Second and Third Schedulcs to the Principal Act are Second and 

repealed and the following Schedules substituted :- Third 
Schedules. 

SCI3EII)ULE 2 Section 15 
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

1, A. B., renouncing all okher allegiance, swear by Almighty God that I will be faithful 
and bear true allcgiance to Her Majesty Elizabeth the Second, Queen of Australia, Her heirs 
and successors according to law, and that 1 will faithfully observe the laws of Australia and 
fulfil my duties as an Australian citizen. 

AFFIRMAITON OF ALLEGIANCE 
1 ,  A. B., renouncing all other allegiance, soleinnly and sincercly promise and decfare that 

1 will be faithful and bcar true allegiance to Her Majesty Elizabeth the Second, Queen of 
Australia, Her hcirs and successors according to law, and that I will faithfully observe the 
laws of Australia and fulfil my duties as an Australian citizen. 

SCHEDULE 3 Section 26a 
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

I, A. B., renouncing all other allegiancc, swear by Almighty God that 1 will be faithful and 
bear true allcgiance to Her Majesty Elizabeth the Second, Queen of Australia, Her heirs and 
siiccessors according to law. 

AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE 
1, A. B., renouncing all other allegiance, solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that 

I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Elizabeth the Second, Quceii of 
Australia, Her heirs and successors according to law.". 

J. R. ODGERS, 
Clerk of the Senate 

The Senate, 
Canberra, 5 June 1973 

Printed by Authority by the Government Printer of Australia 
1300/6.6.1973--10311/73 
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AUSTRALIA 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AUSTRALlAN CITIZENSHIP BlLL 1973 

CONSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF AMENDMENT MADE BY THE SENATE 
TO CLAUSE 19 OF THE BILL 

(Motions to be moved by the Minister for  Immigration) 

(1) That the Senate’s amendment be disagreed to, but that, in place 
thereof, clause 19 of the Bill be omitted and the following 
clause substituted :- 

- 

“ 19. The Second and Third Schedules to the Principal Act are Secondand 
Third 
Schedules. repealed and the following Schedules substituted :- 

SCHEDULE 2 Section 15 
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

I, A.B. swear by Almighty God that I will he faithful and bear true allegiance to the 
Queen of Australia, Her heirs and successors according to law, and that I will faithfully 
observe the laws of Australia and fulfil my duties as an Australian citizen. 

AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE 
I, A.R. solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that I will be faithful and bear true 

allegiance to the Queen of Australia, Her heirs and successor? according to law, and that 
I will faithfully observe the laws of Australia and fulfil my duties as an Australian citizen. 

SCHEDULE 3 Section 26a 

I, A.B. swear by Almighty God that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the 
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 

Queen of Australia, Her heirs and successors according to law. 

AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE 
I, A.B. solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that I will be faithful and bear true 

allegiance to the Queen of Australia, Her heirs and successors according to law.”. 

(2) That the Bill be further amended by inserting in clause 5 (page 2, 
line 26), before the words- 

the words- 
“ People’s Republic of Bangladesh ”, 

“ Commonwealth of the Bahamas ”. 
Printed by Authority by the Government Printer of Australia 
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AFFIRMATION OF AJ~I.EC;IANC)I. 
I ,  A.13. soleinnly and sincercly protnise and declare tliirt I will be faillifid and bear truc 

allegiaiice to thc Qticen of Ausli-alia, I-Ler heirs and :;iiccessors according to law, and that 
1 will f;;iithfu!ly observc thc laws of Austrrdia ;tnd h r l l i l  m y  duties as 2111 Auslraliaii citizcn. 

Section 2 5 ~  




