
'Phe p inc ips l  fcaturc1s of the Bill are- - 
(i) i t  creatcs an Australian citizenship ; 

( i i )  i t  provides that a person who i s  iin Aiistralian c i h o n  shall also bc a 

( I i i )  whilst provjtliiig for tJhr special positmi or  Irish citizeiisc, if rccognizcs 
1 ~ s  13ritish subjects prsons who art' uitizcns of other countxics of 
t h t ~  13rii,ish Conmion wealth. 

'I'h(1 Fill also makes otbcr changes i n  natioiiahty law. 111 parlmilar, i t  rwiiov~s 
i 1 1 ~  disabilitich of niarricd women nndw oxisting nationality law ant1 CTiiihlcs tl.ioiri 
to riialic their. own ckoior so far ac thoir r~i~tiorial s t u t m  is conccrncd. 

2. lb&i,ing Australian u:atiou:dity law i s  biiscd on the liriilcd liirigdoin 
Niztionality and Sta,tiss of Alrciis Adl which was enac1,ccl in 1914. tiriitccl Kingdom 
iiat,ionalit]y legislatioil was adoptd  by ctthc~ Rritish Cortimoriwcnlth countries 
(with t tit: exception of h l a d ,  whost. position 1s ri~forrcd to later 111 this 
mornorar~dui~i). This provided a conmon cotlc rriidcr which all II3riti.111 siihjecf,s 
ha,d a (:oiniiion s t i i i m  throrighoiit thc Hrilisli Coirii?ioniwealt~h, 

3 .  A prmciplo o f  lhis eoniriioii altcra tioii ahonld 
only be inetle al'tcr consult titior1 i~i id  agr ors ol' tho Hritisli 
Corriirro inwo:iII;l~ LEccausc o F Lh(r n ugreomcnt, a d  
hccarisr: o f  the  t l ~ l i i ~ ~  in bringing i wtwre :qpernerit 
liad kjeen reachcd, it was found i,liat 11 wim no1 possible i o  Irccp the. coimion code 
completc,l,y uniform, wilh tho rcsnlt Cliat rc.rt,ain classrs o f  p ~ o p l c  had t h c  statiis 
of British subjeota iii soirie parts of tlic 13ritJisli Corrimoi?wt'ali h hut not in others. 

ritisli Conimonwcaltli statutes, which in theory should h a w  
crgiiig from o i i ( ~  ariothcr, so I h;Li t,hc ('ornnioii codc scystciri 

was becoining ~ i n w o  
4.  In 1946 C:iiia,tla passed the Canadian Cithmislup Act wliich, art cr prescribing 

the coriclitioris for t,li(> acqiiisit ion and loss of Canadian citixeiu;liip, provided t]hat, 
a Canadian citizen should bc a British subject and that all pcrsons wlio were British 
subjects imder the  law of any other part of the  British Coriimonwc&h should be 
recognized as h t i s h  tiu H in Canada. Canada, thcrofore, departed from the 
common code, although ntinucad to  recognize the comirioii statrrs of 13ritish 

5 .  Following on theso dcvclopinciit~s, and aftcr c~~nsult~ntions betwccn tlic 
Goveriiments of Brit ish Coirirnoxi~\~e:~ltli count r m ,  tlic IJ nitccl Kingdoin Govcrxiineni 
coiivencd w conf(wiicc of iiatioiialit y c3xprrts froiii tJio:w ooiintricsc 1 o consider a 
tlrsft sclieiric under which local (+henship am1 the wider 11s of' Britisli suhjcct 

s llbj ects. 
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might be coinbincd. The Confe~~eiicc, wliicli met in Loadon in FobruiLry, 1947, 
cam(? to  t h e  (:or~cliisioii that the adoption of a scheme of 1cgiel:r t ion for conihining 
cit)izenship with tho maintenance of tho coniinon stahus of British subjects throughout 
the British C'ommonwealt,h was desirable. This schcime was to bc submitted for 
t$e consideration of the Governments rcprescntcd. 

6. The following are sonic of tlie dvantagcs of sild1 a, sCli(1rrie : 
( 0 )  Tlic separiilc idoiitity of llic couritrios coiii pririiig t h c .  Britisli 

(b)  Diplomatic protection 11 ill  bc placed 011 ii IIIOTC P:ii,da(:fory ba 
Corrinioirwealtli IS clearly recognized ; 

t ~ y  will ltriow who arc its citizens aiid $0 entitlod 

CP,  a Govcriirrient will bc ahlo to define with 
pcwmns bclongiiig to i t q  cormtry ; ~ n d  on 

could 111 frit 11 IT' h alt(~rrt1 without 
1 1 1 ,  to  corisulf Lh<l 

7. 7'lic essential p'inciplc of ~rieli a schcmc k I h s t  c a d i  Coinniorrcvca,lt~li coiiritry 

precision who arc t 
whose behalf it IS iicgotmting , 

(d )  Tho nationality laws of c ~ d i  coil 
having first, as  uridcr Ih(1 " 
other conntrim o I' i h  Brit is 

should have its own citizm 'p law defining who arc its citize 
(;itizms Io be Lhitish suhjecf s i 1 1 1 ( l  rcwx&ing R L I  Rritisli srrl)i( 
o thc r Comnionwcdt 11 coim trics. 

with the  IJnitccl Kingdoin and Nc\v %ea 
8. l'be Hill will givc et  to  t h h t  priiiciplc a r i d  will briiig Australiiz into linc 

w l i m ~  sirnrlar Icgixlation Elas already 
d .  Other Commorrwcalth cotin h a w  intlicatcd thaL they are prcparcd 

SUMMARY OF MAIN PROVISIONS. 
ACQU18~rI'ION OF ~\~JSrl ' I<ALIAN CI'I'IZENSH 11'. 

t n P  of hnstralian ci 
oris for the acquisi 
has I ) c c o i i ~ ~  law, and, 

tmnsitional provisions which of t h e  persons who ar 
coinxnciiccrnc~nt or the Act are to I)ccomr~ hiistralian ritizc 

(0,) 1't&l<MANENT T-'I~OVISIONR I%I1:GARDINC f k Q u r R r r r l o N .  (ClAlJSES 10-16.) 
After the Act coinirienees, citizenship will be acquired in t he following ways :-- 

(i) R y  birth in Australia (subjecl to  l h c  t v\ro ininor oxcc~ptions incntioried 

(ii) By ticscent, Lhat is to say, by birth oritsidc Australia provided that- 
(a) Ihe father is ai1 Aristralian citizen, or in the case of a person 

born out of wec.llock, his mother is an Australian citizen 
or a British subject ordinarily resident in Australia ; and 

( b )  the birth is registered at an Austzalian Consulate. 
(iir) By tho grant of a (' CertiGcalc of Registration as RII Australian citizon ". 

Application for tliese Certificates may bo niark by citizcrls o f  other 
13ritisli countries, British subjects without citizenship srid Irish 
citizCiis who can coimply with specified coliclitions as to residcncc, 
character, &c. ; 

in Clauso LO ( 2 . )  ) ; 
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(v) i n  the cii"i' of a. iniiior, through hip, rcspoiisible parwit or guardian ucasiiig 
to be a citizen. Such a.child will havo t h e  right to malte a declaratioii 
of resumption of citizenship when he attains tho ago of twonty-ono 
years. 

STATU8 OF MARRIED \YOMEN. 
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THE POSITION OF 11219H CITIZ13:NS. 
Logislal,iori hab been pa~sed in Ireland ddinirig t i.1~ pt:rhonh who arc 1 rish 

citizens aiid repealing, so far as Zrciland is coneerrred, a11 laws r e l a h g  to  Uritish 
natioiiality. Although until now Irish citrzeru, have bern regarded ai, British 
wbjccl:: i n  Aus1,ralia arid other British conntrics, thcy a m  not 13ritish riiibjeclh 
under Irish law.  Tho coil t,iriuitricc of Jriijli citJizeris :I?, I3ritish sulojoots under the  
law of any couiitry presont,s objections in principle from the poilit o f  vicw of‘ thc 
Irish Govrrnincnt, and it has boen agrwd that a i i j r  such continuance should bc 
liriiitetl 10 persons who, by rcason of mu( ’  :~tLaclunont to  l1hc s t a t i i r  of I3r 
subject, clesirc to rctain that statub. 

The effect, of tlic: provis~)irs of tlic Bill will bo tliat Ir 
1 ) ~  British subjects, irnlcs:: t h y  notice t o  tbc Mini clailllirlg t 0  1’?1118111 
British subjects on. the  g u o n m t  c t  tlroy have iiorvotl witti a i >  Australian 
Govornn wit, hold nn Aristraliaii ort, or havo associatroii<l by WiAy of tlcmmt, 

Hovve;ver, it, ~h Lo bc provi 
lerritory ni  forcc at t h  datc 
Cornnmrrwealtli or of il ‘I’erritor 

arid a l a w  or thc 
or iiiade prior to i lint 

r 1  
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L)IvlsroN 4.-Loss OF c:I'CIZINSIiIt'. 

CLAUSlC 17 (LOSS OJ? ~~IrI'IZIGNSIll€' O N  fk!QUISlTIOX O F  A N 0  
corresponds with the provision of the existing A c t  iindor which 
naturalized in ii foreign country, eei~scs to be Rri1,iiih. This prin 

subjoct, npon beconling 
teniled by this Clause xo 

L i)rovidcs nccovclingly. 

mch circuinstrinccri 
the Canadian Act. 

~ascs  h a w  coino tinder not' 
CLAUSI~ 20 (I,oiis O I ~  

;~11  c!onricxion with 
relim c1 o vornui o n t  

Cliwso 20 will hsvc tho o l k c t  of causing such persons l o  cot~so to be Auatualim ci t izons and 

Poisons iibroiid in the sevvic,e method 01 regislering ziiinna2Lly at; t~ Oonsulate. 

from registration. 

n o w  abroad will lose citizonshil) suddenly and without notice. 
Claiise 20 will hsvc 110 eifect nuti1 scvcn yews al'tcr the new Act coininenccs, 80 that 110 pOrS30Il 

CLATJSIC 21 ( i h r r t r v ~ ~ r r o ~  O B  Crl.rzirNsrirP).--~lie groiin rivii.tiorr tint1 tho riglit ol' the 
to  clairn special inquiry into his emo w e  t,ho provisions ol' the oxinling 

ogsrtling revocation o f  Certificates o f  NtLtiir 

.---lt may liappen that ;)ill s l im before coniiiig t o  Austra.lia will Leooino rrittiirnlized in 
ish country sild aftor :irrival herc will bccoine registered as  a11 i\ustralian citizen (or 1x0 
arily resident herc for five years heforo the Act; commences, boconio an Australian citizeir 

by reason o f  the 'Cransitiorral Provisions). If tho nuthorities in the couiltry concerned deprive such 
a person of his neturalizstion on gr01111ds similar to  those set; out  in the preceding cleuso, it soenis 
desirable that the Minister should have power to  order that  the person coiicer 
Austrnlian citizenship. Thia power u-oulcl be conferr.cd by Clause 22, m d  ti, sin1 
in the British Act (8cction 2L). 

is ha, 
with 
Anstl nship. 

CIAUSE 23 (CHIL~IRI~N OB I' H~SONS W ~ I O  I ~ E  01% A ~ Z I Z  U ~GPRIYMD OD CiTrxrcNsrrIv).----T1lis c l i~usc  
principle tha t  tho na,tionslity of a child should follov that of the responsible parent, 
atioo that on reaching ma,joi3it,y the child should have tho opportunity of' resinning 
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(:lauscs 17, 18, I9 or 20. 

iiiider Clauses 21 or 22. 
Snb-clause (2.) wlatos to children of porsoizs deprived of ~1t1~o11sh1p bg order of the Ministe~ 

PAIM’ IV.-T’RAN81TlONRL PROVISION8. 
ULAUHI 2A.--This clause will dctormine what, poriions now living m e  to bacomc Australian 

roquiro, not only that ‘L person s1i:tll bo cb Uiitish subject i~nnlcdi inrnencos, 
hnt shall haw soma right to bo regardctl r ls a mcmbcr of t h o  Aiistra onaidored 
tllat birth ov netur:tlizntiori in huslralia, or birth in N e w  Guinca, should bo acceptod as cstahlishing 
sticli c~ right. U’or 1)ovsons not hoiri 01 ti:ttiiralimtl horo, it 7ooco1ticq r1ceosvary t o  wloct son10 othct 
yr~alllioatio~~s : ~ n t l  thoso adopted in OlcLiiso 25 am permanent rosidcnco 111 Aiistrali L for a pc,uiod of 
iivo years (25 ( I  .) (c l )  ), birth abroad of r~ fathor born or n,stui*aliwd in Anstraha or Now (Iuiilca 
(25 (3 . )  ), or, in tho c:~so of it Rritisti woman, marriago to a11 Anstmlian citmcn boforc tho ooininoncoinriit 
of tho Act (25 (4.) ). 

Tho apccnont  roached on tho snhjeot o r  t h o  non-continuunao of  lrihh oiticoas a> British -;libpcts 
t ias alrosdy boon rofcrrcd to in Pago 5. It bllows from thiq agroomont tlmt Irish citieeni; 8hould 
not bccomo Aiistralian citizcns hy reason o I tho Transitional Pwvimns  To provont this. sub-clsusr 
(2 . )  h y  bcon inserted. 

(,onsiderations conrioct sf1 alia’s immigration policy roquirc spooiai provision to  cnquro 
Chat, prsonq i t r , t  eligible 1 o do iiot ,vqLiiro Aiistr:Lliitri citizenship, and it is for thir ro:Lsoii 
tha t  provisions preventing imniigranta from acquiring ritiecnship have bcon iiisc.~%rd in 
sub-cliwsos (6.) and (7.). 

citizens automatically iipoii ooinmcncoment of tho Act. The 01: so as to 

This i s  the effort qoirglit in Claims 28 
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Si ib-c lei iso (2.) applies to this class of  case the pi*inciplc of Olmiso 2’7. A 
r m8,soii oiibj of the ragistralion of hoi, hirt l i  t b t  i~ Oonsiilatc mny havo n 
risbralia before the Act cowimencofi, aiid 1nn.y have acqiiirctl hi8 neLioiialiLy. 

who becarric British 
ied a11 alian outside 

In those ciroiriirstsiices 
snb-olauso (I.) ~voiild iiot t~pply to  tho girl bcoa.iim lier failuro to Inaltc B declaration of retention 
would not bo tho oiily vo&soii Cor her noli boiiig a .British subject;; hor niarriagc also would have 
rcsullecl j i i  her losirig 13ritieh nationality, and 80 snb-elt~,~cio (2.) provides tha>t  in snch cams tho 

IVlajosty’s dominions 
iis fibthor was British 

Thus tho tlefiiiitioii 
n t s  of childron born 
~ofiiiltotl in a number 

PART V.--MlSCXC L I A N  BOUS. 
CLAUSE 32 (CPlVIIBIOh‘l‘C Olp CI’l?ri.,I>N7ltnl CN c T ) :  -This chuso is et c‘oiiLlno:t+,iorl of 

tho principle of tin existing provision in the Naliol 

iiiiinocliato cffcct but h a 3  boon insertod to don1 with  I h r  
aoquircd by Austmlirc b y  treaty or othcrvvise. 

CLAUSE 33 ((~lTrZRN9711F IlY INUOtLl’OTLAT[ON OB’ 

1 (1.) or i,hr 13111 provision I S  riiado lor  til(, 
t o r  a~odloclr outside Riistjralin to An8tr“liaii 
6 (6.) provtdos d s o  that a child born oil6 of 

~ ~ e d l o c k  bcforo the Act coiiiiIicnces, in >& forcign to  t~ liritish inotllcr who wa9 thcrr ordiiinrily 
rosidont in Airstrslis, shrc11 liocoinc an AuqtrnlL 

Clause 34 conto case of’ a cliild of u~cdlook in foi ‘tory of an alioii 
mother and Britisl sulsequcntly legitinrcitc thc birtb by iiiw he effect of thr 
clause will be thtit if born boforo tho Act ooinniences, will be ab being 13ritislr 
For the purposo of nal  Provisioiig, and, if born aftor tho Act roiunieiices aiid h is  fan tho^ 
is an Australian citizen, come at] Australian citizen. 

OIA~JSE 36 (1’OS8CltUiXO[JS C f l t r , D i t l ? x ) .  -In a number 01 ohuses of tbc 13111 reforonce 18 11lrtdo 
bo tho status of B person’s fLxthou at the time oE tliat person’s birth. Thns, in Ckusc 11 acquisitioll 
of Rustralisii citizenship by descent i s  dopcndenl upon, amongst othcr things, tho father’s boiirg 
iiustralian citizen at thc timc, of the child’s birth. It i s  aorisidcvctl that t h o  death of t h o  fathor before 
the child’s birth should not aff‘ect tho nat,ional shlus  of the child, arid this is tho efFoct iloaght by 
Clauso 35. 

The porsonsl details to be mppliod by similar to those required uiidor tho 
oxistiug Act. S u l ~ l a u s e  (2.) (a) gives ncccpt certificatw of’ ctiarncter f r o n ~  
such clr2wcR of person as he may think fi cxisting provisions in the Natioiiality 
Act is nccessauy, to  eliminato the rcnornaly o f  i ejecting cwtificatc.i o f  chnmctor given by obviously 
riritablo citizens. 

WI’I’II RIGGAED ‘PO ANY I’EltSON W l l O  IlAb AI’I’r,IBi> 
rl&nqe 19 sornewhnt s ~ m i l a r  to Gcotion 20 of thr 

CLAUSB 36 (!!hDtONGE I N  SUPPOR’I’ OB APPJ,[CATION BOR llGISl‘RAT1ON O R  NATTJRA LIEATION).- 

CLAIJSE 3 7 ( ~ ~ ~ ~ J ~ ~ ~ S I D N T , ~ T I O N S  TO MINI 



C‘LAU3L :%8 (CONHIN16hllCNT I N  OA01,  NO‘P ‘1’0 BB k? ) , - - ‘ ~ h ~  pcriod of 
rrsidonco in Austr&a rocpirod O F  :~pplioaiiti for ritizcnship inay bo drscribrd <is one or probation- 
J poriocl duriiig which an applicant inay demonstrate his ability and willingness to bocomc a worthy 
citizen. It is not considered tha t  any part of this period spcnt in confineinoiit in t i  gaol or hofipital 
for the insane should bo accepted as rcsidence. A similar provision appears in the Canadian Citizenship 
Act. 

person is ordinarily resident in Australia or Now Gninca vi11 necessarily h a m  t o  bo determined with 
refcrcncc to  tho f a t s  in each individual case, and it  woiilcl not bo possiblc to frame my ooinprchcnsivr 
dofinition which would cover ovcry casc. hi order t o  resolvc doubts in  iolation t o  rcsidence, it ir 

sidcrocl that, soino ~~iinplc procedure should be pro1 idoil. Accordingly, th r  olnrrsc oinpowrrs the 
istcr to rlocidc qiicsttrons of this chamrtoi 
CLAUSE 40 ( I ~ [ W R I w I O N  O F  hlIxmTm).-Siiice 1844, it him horn <i uinforni Ccatuie of ncLturaluiition 

legislation to givo a wide discretioil to thc Bxccutivo t o  grant or refuse nntumlization. C h ~ s o  40 
continiies this principle. 

CLAIJSK 41 (~ORMALI‘IWCS I t l W A [ t l ) I N C ~  OA’I‘Il O F  AI,LE($IAN ronco was made 111 thc 
c~ommrnts on clauses 14 arid 15 to thc desirability of ensuring th  who hrcomc citizcns by 
rogistr,Ltiori 01’ naturalization should srifficiently appreciate the c oi thc chango in their 
status. In tho pastj, itpplicants for naturalivntion have boon pcrm altc thc Oath of Allcgianco 
with vory littlo foiinality, by appeaiing baforo stratc, a Clorlr of a Court of Petty Sossioiis 01 
‘1 C’lcrlc or I m a l  (‘oin t R1~lrough this <iriaii has boon ooiivonient to  applicants, it did littlo 
t o  irrrpress on therm tho iinportanco of their 1) turalized. It i s  proposed that, for t h c  fu t r i io  
tho rcminony or the taking o f  tho Oath shollltl bc in publi(% boforo judicial ofhcor and should bo thc 
occasion for an acldrrw by the prosiding jutlgo or rnagistratc, ilcsiguotl t o  rriiprrs~ upon applicants 1 hc 
[oi3ponsibilitios, <is wall as  thc p~ivilcycs, of ritizcnship 

They M U  1al.goly bascd 011 pi n’I i ’ i io i ib  
arid proccdiiro iindcv the, cxiiting Nationality Act which h,\vc oporatrd satisfactorily. 

)2 (I’JWVISIONS O P  T[I JIIP Exc”l,usrvli, Or?  STAT^ hwb).-rrhc piovisionb of thc 
1‘303 and 1920 Acts in rc+hm to naturalrzation gnve, in cffcrt, an cxclusive operation to Cominonwo;iltli 
b w .  111 view of thc tlciinitioii of ntionality and Auqtrdian citizenship in the iirw Act, i t  
’iceills tlcsirablo that all tho I m v i s i o  now Act and not only tho iiaturaliz:&tion provisions shoiild 
:ipply Lo t l i ~  oxclitqroii of tiny R n i o  laa,s which inmy purpmi, to deal with tho samc inattcrs. 

CLAUSE 39 (DETEltMINh‘lTON OB &UESTIONS O F  h S I I ) E N O E ,  sTO.).--&i~cstions aS t o  whether 

(~LAlJSlC5 42-51. - ‘rhcse chuses call for no oominont. 


