
  

      

   

    

    

 

         

          

          

           

         

          

             

            

            

           

          

  



 

           

       

           

           

  

           

       

  

       
        

         

         
       

      
        

      

         
       

     



 

         

      

          

        

          

         

           

        

     

           

        

            

          

          

             

            

          

      

          

    



    

           

           

           

           

          

          

            

          

           

           

           

          

          

            

           

          

           

          

         

  

  

           

            

       

           

        

            



              

       

         

           

            

          

          

  

       

           

         

         

           

            

         

              

           

       

 

         

          

            

         

           

             

            
    

 

              



           

          

        

       

           

          

         

        

            

         

            

          

          

            

             

 

             

          

            

          

              

              

           

             

             

         

              
 



            

           

            

          

               

             

              

           

          

               

              

              

             

            

             

          

             

            

           

               

            

            

          

        

          

           

      

  

          

         

            



           

           

            

          

 

    

           

          

             

         

             

         

          

            

           

          

                

         

   

 

           

          

          

         

             
      

    

               
   



            

          

         

           

            

         

      

   

           

            

           

             

           

    

         

          

           

           

          

             

           

            

         

        

          

             

               
   



            

    

         

        

           

          

          

         

          

         

             

        

             

            

 

   

         

            

          

           

           

           

         

         

           

          

              
     

            



         

           

           

         

      

 

            

             

            

              

            

         

         

            

         

    

           

           

          

          

            

            

         

            

          

    

 
             

        



           

    

           

            

           

          

              

          

             

           

           

           

         

              

            

 

          

           

       

         

          

          

          

            

         

           

        

            
     



            

          

         

        

         

           

         

            

          

            

           

           

         

        

   

  

           

         

           

         

           

          

          

            

           

            

             

          

            
 

   
             

  



            

         

          

           

             

            

          

              

            

          

   

          

            

          

           

              

       

            

         

          

    

              
    

    

 



            

          

       

 

            

          

         

         

          

          

          

   

          

       

         

          

        

      

        

 

      

         

       

         

  

              
            

 



 

          

          

        

          

        

         

        

      

           

          

    

 

           

                 

           

              

   

           

        

  

      

         

       

     

     



          

        

           

        

       

          

         

         

           

          

           

          

         

            

          

     

          

            

            

           

           

          

          

           

         

           

         



   

         

          

          

          

            

          

  

           

           

          

           

        

         

          

           

 

            

          

         

         

           

            

         

         

          

            

  

          

            

       



          

        

           

             

           

     

  

           

         

       

       

           

          

       

         

         

        

         

            

          

             

 

        

            

   

          

   

  

  

     

  



      

         

     

   

  

  

  

    

   

         

 

           

    

           

          

            

           

      

           

            

     

             

          

  



             

    

           

           

         

         

           

          

           

 

         

  

          

            

             

     

    

          

          

         

 

          

           

          

    



            

        

            

      

          

 

  

          

            

     

          

           

            

           

     

 

    

            

            

            

           

              

            

           

           



 

  

         

           

           

            

           

         

           

           

          

  

    

          

            

            

             

             

          

   

              

           

         

          

         

            

           

               

          

          



            

            

             

           

           

     

 

        

        

         

     

   

          

            

 

      

     

         

      

         

  

         

      

              

     

          



    

        

  

    

          

          

     

          

      

     

      

        

 

          

       

         

          

       

          

        

         

     



 

          

             

           

             

            

            

           

           

              

            

             

    

           

           

           

           

            

           

             

            

       



 

          

            

           

            

           

           

 

          

 

            

             

              

     

 

             

              

            

          

  

     

          

        

    

        

           

        



             

             

    

                

             

               

           

   

            

         

         



Conclusion

While the ACT has a recognised restorative justice program it does not cater

for offender rehabilitation. The victim-offender relationship is vitally important

but it is not the only consideration. Rehabilitation of the young person is a

major consideration. Severing the cycle of re-offending at the earliest

opportunity ought to be the priority for the judicial system. Breaking the cycle

of offending at the earliest opportunity is the object of the Circuit Breaker

program. It is too late once the offender becomes an adult. Life's opportunities

are virtually nonexistent for an Aboriginal person with a criminal record. Being

Indigenous ought not to mean that somehow you or your children will stand a

one in three chance of being arrested! This program unlike many other is

inspired by and will be controlled by Indigenous people. It is designed to be

culturally appropriate for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People. It will

garner the support of the Indigenous community in a holistic way. As can be

evidenced by the Ngambri Circle Court, the Indigenous community is

prepared to participate in all facets of the process. The lack of sentencing

options has somewhat hindered the potential for even better outcomes from

the already high achieving Ngambri Circle Court.

Indigenous people understand that a crime must be punished, what remains

problematic is the Indigenous community has a massive over representation

that threatens the existence of community. The gulf that exists between

authorities and the Aboriginal community only widens with the gaoling of

Aboriginal people. The socio economic impact of a gaoling may be the bread

winner or the mother to a family. Children may loose a father or mother. Are

we on the verge of another lost generation? It is time to heal the wounds;

perhaps then reconciliation can be a reality.

'How would I feel if it was done to me?'

Prime Minister Paul Keating. Redfern address. Sydney, 1992
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