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SENATE 2313

Thursday, 27 June 1996 As far as | can tell, Mr Cameron is worried that the
collection contains many abstract works of art. In
his comments Mr Cameron approvingly quoted
from an earlier letter to me from Senator Woods

The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. who said that "we have a collection almost entirely

Michael Beahan)took the chair at 9.30 a.m., devoted to the avant-garde”. But this is mistaken.

and read prayers. The avant-garde in any field refers to works that
are in the vanguard of recent developments.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE ART Abstract art has been made for most of this century
COLLECTION and is an established style, regarded as deadly

conservative by the practitioners of the more radical

The PRESIDENT—With the leave of the forms of conceptual, installation and performance
Senate, | wish to incorporate iHansard a art, none of which are represented in Parliament
short statement which is in response to thUSe:
comments made by Mr Ross Cameron, thEhe member for Parramatta appears to be ignorant
new member for Parramatta, during th@f the background to the collection so | will briefly
secunment debate n e aber isce oBLE LRSS, 1 A SR AR,
Thurtsdhay, 2b0 June: I almt sc(j)r:cy_tll’latlngy SEﬁ: only advisory committee set up by the Authority
hmen akL)sI een bC'rf:U ate altry a e.h' hI%nd included some of the most senior and expert

onourable members comments were nighlshembers of the Australian visual arts community
critical of the Parliament House art collectioras well as parliamentarians. The Authority reported
and of my role in promoting its developmentin detail to the Joint Standing Committee on the

| have not got any other time to incorporatdVéW Pgr”atme’l‘lt HO‘lee Whicl.h eStatb”ShEd a SU?‘
; m : . . _committee to allow closer parliamentary scrutiny o
this statement, so | would like to do it now Inthe art program. The Joint Standing Committee

the interests of the speed of business. approved not only the direction of the collection
Leave aranted. but also much of its detail. The original budget for
9 works of art for the offices of Senators and Mem-

The statement read as follows— bers was however much reduced as a result of

RESPONSE TO MR ROSS CAMERON Mp  budget cuts in 1986 and this resulted in a reduced
collection which lacked some of the intended range

| rise to respond to the comments made by Mand balance.

Ross Cameron, the new member for Parramatt, collection was, and is, intended to complement
during the adjournment debate in the other place al} 4 avolve organically from the building’s form.

Thursday 20 June. His comments were highly o and symbolism, rather than being added as
critical of the Parliament House Art Collection and,” jacorative dressing. In the words of Aldo
of my role in promoting its development. Giurgola, the Senior Design Architect for Parlia-
Mr Cameron’s dissatisfaction with the collectionment House:
%%%?]aﬁ’etc\’,vzfrgélrggt'irt]hexgrﬁgof\gp rt]?shlor%irciceﬂgy Just as the building is intended to express strong
v feel J his viewi hat th convictions while remaining flexible as a work-
apparentyllee s, based on this viewing, that the art place over the coming years, so also is the art
colleﬁ_tlon systlematlgally ﬂ'sﬂ-m;]mate? against program intentionally formulated to provide a
ﬁ@lﬁ dlgg i\r']at%léec%|t|rea£i'ggnbaecgjs'g thvg?/l{'v(?/or:ﬁ(tj tr)]%t clear sense of order and direction while neverthe-
less allowing for the varying points of view,

conform to the strict, elitist and completely arbi- ; ; :
P ’ : . styles, and accretion of works which will occur
trary criteria of those selecting the artworks of this throughout the country’s future

parliament”. . . .
Unfortunately, the member for Parramatta’s ComMr Cameron also sought to articulate his position

guoting general comments by two arts writers.
ments are not based on the overall balance of t either of them discussed particular works of art
collection. What he saw were the works of art_~ :

. ~ 1o illustrate their cases. Had they done so Mr
remaining after all of the many, much more senio meroon would have found that art critic Giles
Senators and Members before him had made th t f tists in th lecti
selections. Perhaps when he has been in Parliam ty approves ot many arusts in the cotlection

ich Mr Cameron would find ‘beyond the pale’,

a little longer he may find the selection availablqncluding Clifford Possum, Emily Kame Kngwarr-

to him more to his liking. | am advised that the .
Member for Parramatta has now decorated hi&®’ Joy Hester, Godirey Miller and Roger Kemp.

office with the portraits of former Governors- The second writer Mr Cameron quoted was Terence
General. Maloon, senior education officer at the Art Gallery
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of New South Wales and recently a member of themong some members and senators to snap up the
Visual Arts/Craft Board of the Australia Council. works in the exhibition. For example, the painting
The article from which Mr Cameron quoted wasby Lin Onus he referred to in his comments usually
actually written in defence of contemporary art. Irhangs in the office of the Deputy Prime Minister;
the article he plays the devils’ advocate, setting own individual who few of us would accuse of
the popular case against cotemporary art (the pattaving radical or pretentious tastes.

quoted by Mr Cameron) and then providing arpe pusiness of the parliament is to provide for the
considered rebuttal. interests of all Australians in coming to terms with
Terence Maloon makes the obvious point that dhe challenges of contemporary life and to shape
the great variety of art being made, a considerableur common future. This is not a place for relax-
guantity will be of poor quality. The difficulty he ation and basking in the reflected glory of past
sees for many people is that they are unable @chievement. By trying to select the best work of
separate the good from the bad and resent the idde emerging and established artists of our time we
that others can, preferring to dismiss the wholare bring into this building their perspectives on
endeavour instead of learning to discriminate foAustralian society. As in all endeavours, our
themselves. Some people seem to believe that of alliccess will be gauged by those generations who
areas of human endeavour, only the products éllow us. We are building a collection for the
visual artists must be accessible to all peopltuture not one that mimics the past.

without effort. Its like insisting that all English

literature is rubbish because yogu can't read Egnglish. PETITIONS

As the member for Parramatta notes | reinstituted The Clerk—Petitions have been lodged for
the acquisition program in early 1995. | did sopresentation as follows:

because the 1986 cut had left the collection unbal- .

anced and too small, but the responsibility for Landmines

approving particular works rests with an art advisTo the Honourable the President and Members of
ory committee to which a consultant curatothe Senate in Parliament assembled:

recommends individual works. The advisory o~ :
: : Lo The Petition of the undersigned shows that we
committee, which | Chair, is composed of the itizens of Australia support a world-wide ban on

Presiding Officers and two members of the Joi . o
; . ; e production, stockpiling and use of all forms of
House Committee. We provide parl'amema%nti-personnel land mines.

scrutiny and represent the collection’s main clien .
group as well as what m|ght be called non_expert Your Petitioners req_uest that the Senate SU_ppOI't
taste. Four other members of the Committee a@ur call for a world-wide ban on the production,
expert members, including the senior curator o$tockpiling and use of all forms of anti-personnel
Australian art from the National Gallery; a seniofand mines, give high priority to support for efforts
member of the Visual Arts/Craft Board; the partnef© clear land mines in affected countries and use its
in Mitchell/Giurgola Thorp Architects who co- influence to encourage other countries to financially
conceived of the collection and co-ordinated it§upport the clearance of land mines in poor count-
development in the 1980s; and a younger practisiri¢fs.

artist. by Senator Lees(from 32 citizens).

The acquisitions policy is far from being strict, . -
elitist or arbitrary. It is instead designed to be fairly Logging and Woodchipping

open so as to encompass the best of the work beifig the Honourable the President and Members of
made at any time. In this way the recent acquisthe Senate in Parliament assembled.

tions for the collection reflect the return of figura- \ye are dismayed at the continuing destruction of
tion as a dominant style after the predominence ofiy growth and wilderness forests around Australia,
abstraction during the 1980s. Some of our criterigegpite the National Forest Policy Statement jointly

are that works speak with a clear and fresh voicgjgneqd by the Commonwealth and all States except
are of high quality; represent the multiplicity of tasmania.

visions in Australia; and ensure an evolving ive loai ft feed .
contemporaneity in the collection. How effectively Inténsive logging, most often to feed a voracious

these criteria are being applied | leave to you all t4/00dchip industry is underway or planned for
decide when viewing the exhibition. many high conservation value forests. These forests

should be protected by the commitments of the

Obviously not all of the works acquired will be to Commonwealth and State Governments under the
the taste of individual Members and Senators, byjgps.

even Mr Cameron conceded that "there are some . .

works of obvious ability and interest” in the current 11ese forests include:

exhibition of new acquisitions. | would be the first Coolangubra Wilderness and other areas of the
to agree. Indeed there is vigorous competition S.E. Forests of NSW along with rainforest and
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other N.E. areas of NSW including Wingham which would force Schools, Churches and religious
Mistake, Richmond Range, Chaelundi, Northnstitutions to compromise their distinctive moral

Washpool, Barrington and Dorrigo. values and foundational ethos.

The Southern Highlands, Great Western Tiers And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever
and Tarkine Wilderness of Tasmania. pray:

The Karri and Jarrah forests of S.W. Westeripy Senator Sandy Macdonald (from 227
Australia. citizens).

The Errinundra Plateau and other areas of the . .

East Gippsland forests of Victoria. Industrial Relations

The rainforests of the Proserpine region off 0 the Honourable President and Members of the
Queensland. Senate in Parliament assembled:

We request that the Government act urgently to We the undersigned citizens respectfully submit
protect our precious forests by utilising thethat any reform to Australia's system of industrial
Commonwealth’s legal and constitutional powergiglations should recognise the special needs of
including: employees to be protected from disadvantage, ex-

Refusal of export woodchip licences ploitation and discrimination in the workplace.

Powers to control corporations We the petitioners oppose the Coalition policies

i . . which represent a fundamentally anti-worker regime
Protection of areas listed on the register of thend we call upon the Senate to provide an effective

National Estate check and balance to the Coalition’s legislative
Protection and effective funding of areas identiprogram by rejecting such a program and ensuring
fied for their World Heritage values. that:

Genuine and effective action by the Government (1) The existing powers of the Australian Indus-
to protect these and other old growth and wildertrial Relations Commission (AIRC) be maintained
ness forests is critical. A comprehensive plantatiolp provide for an effective independent umpire
strategy rather than exploiting native forests is theverseeing awards and workplace bargaining
way forward for a truly environmentally responsibleprocesses.
timber industry. We further request that the (2) The proposed system of Australian Work-
Government take effective action without furtheipjace Agreements (AWAs) should be subject to the

delay. same system of approval required for the approval
by Senator Lees(from 491 citizens). of certified agreements (through enterprise bargain-
ing). Specifically an AWA should not come into
Freedom of Choice effect unless it is approved by the AIRC.
To the Honourable the President and Members of (3) The approval of agreements contained in the
the Senate in Parliament assembled: legislation should be public and open to scrutiny.

The humble Petition of the Citizens of Australia, | €€ should be provision for the involvement of
respectfully showeth: parties who have a material concern relating to the

7 approval of an agreement, including unions seeking
That we. _ _ ~ to maintain the no disadvantage guarantees.
(1) Affirm the importance of quality education (1) paid rates awards be preserved and capable
Australia irrespective of their religion, nationality |egjs|ation.

or sex, . (5) The AIRC’s powers to arbitrate and make
(2) Support the rights of parents to have freedomgyards must be preserved in the existing form and

of choice of the school for their child; not be restricted to a stripped back set of minimum
(3) Support the right of all non-governmentor core conditions.

schools to maintain their distinctive moral values (g) The legislation should encourage the process-

and foundational ethos; es of collective bargaining and ensure that a
(4) Support the freedom of choice in staffing ofcertified agreement within its term of operation
all Churches and religious organisations. cannot be over-ridden by a subsequent AWA.

(5) Support freedom of religion and the right of (7) The secondary boycott provisions should be
all Churches and religious organisations to maintaipreserved in their existing form.

their distinctive foundational ethos. (8) The powers and responsibility of the AIRC
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that theo ensure the principle of equal pay for work of

Senate oppose any attempts to introduce legislatiegqual value should be preserved in its existing

that would jeopardise these freedoms and rights afiokm. We oppose any attempt by the Coalition to
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restrict the AIRC from dealing with over-award Uranium Mining

gender Pa§ed pay equ|t¥ Issues. To the Honourable the President and Members of
(9) A ‘fair go all round’ for unfair dismissal so the Senate in the Parliament Assembled:

that all workers currently able to access these o :
: : : The petition of the undersigned strongly oppose
remedies are able to do so in a fair manner, at na?ny uranium mining for the following reasons:

cost.
(10) Workers under State industrial regulation (1% There is no safe way to dispose of radioactive
aste

maintain their rights to access the federal awar ] o ] )
system in its current form. (2) Uranium mining involves a disproportionate
o onsumption of raw materials and production of

Your petitioners therefore urge the Senate t :
reject the above proposed reforms to the area ste products for the amount of oxide produced

industrial relations. (3) Uranium mining poses a health hazard to

by Senator Forshaw(from 14 citizens). workers and_cpmmunltles living in Fhe region
(4) Any mining in the World Heritage Kakadu

Gun Controls region will have a detrimental impact on this
To the Honourable the President and Members §R9/'€ area ) )
the Senate in Parliament assembled: (5) Control of nuclear proliferation can only be

achieved by halting supply

(6) Any nuclear power station, uranium mine or
sposal site has the potential for unforeseen

The petition of the undersigned shows:

that the overwhelming majority of Australiansdi
support uniform, national gun laws and thej: sters
associated compensation measures as agredé:aa T
between the Prime Minister, State Premiers and The petitioners ask that the Senate block the
the Chief Ministers of the ACT and NT. passing of legislation which approves any mining

Your petitioners ask that the Senate: of uranium in Australia. o
continue to demonstrate its firm support forby Senator Lees(from six citizens).
these measures; Recycled Paper: Sales Tax

take all possible action to expedite their, ;
. 0 o the Honourable the President and Members of
implementation; and the Senate in the Parliament assembled. The
resist all calls for the control measures to bgetition of the undesigned strongly opposes at-
watered down or abandoned. tempts by the Government to reintroduce sales tax
by Senator Bell (from 39 citizens) and ~ of 22% on the following recycled paper products
Senator Newman(from 513 citizens). writing, drawing or printing paper (including

Mobile Phone Towers pads of writing, drawing or printing paper), paper
) of a kind ordinarily used in accounting ledgers or
To the Honourable the President and Members @fccounting journals and envelopes.

the Senatg_ in Parliament as.semble_q. Your petitioners ask that the Senate take action
The petition of the undersigned citizens respecto reject this proposed change.

fully shows that we, as members of the Australian ..
co%munity, urge the Government to: by Senator Bell (from 37 citizens).
(a) immediately commence a moratorium on the Logging and Woodchipping

erectu?n c?f mobile phone towers; To the Honourable President and Members of the
~ (b) institute, as a matter of urgency, a Senatgenate in Parliament assembled. The Petition of the
inquiry into health and environmental risks thalundersigned shows:

may be associated with mobile phone towers; Australia’s old growth forest and wilderness

(c) enact, in liaison with State and Territoryareas are being diminished as a result of continued
Governments, appropriate legislation that shalbgging. The Federal Government has granted new
prevent the erection of any future mobile phonguoodchip export licences despite its agreement for
towers in the immediate vicinity of any school,a moratorium on logging in high conservation
kindergarten, child care centre, recreation centre @feas.

playground. Your Petitioners ask that the Senate should:

rg\nd your petitioners as in duty bound will ever apply conditions retrospectively to woodchip
pray. ) B licences in order to meet Commonwealth obliga-
by Senator Chris Evans(from 118 citizens). tions, and
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exclude from licences, woodchip derived fronment to at least maintain the current level of

old growth forests and wilderness areas. funding to higher education and research.
by Senator Bell (from 12 citizens). by Senator Spindler (from 808 citizens).
French Nuclear Testing Television Cables and Electricity Lines
To the Honourable the President and the membersSenator CHRIS EVANS (Western Austral-
of the Senate in Parliament assembled: ia)—by leave—At the request of Senator

The petition of the undersigned shows thaBchacht, | present to the Senate the following
nuclear weapons testing is to resume in the Pacifipetition, from 419 citizens, which is not in
We protest. conformity with the standing orders as it is

Your petitioners request that the Senate shoufdot in the correct form:
be more resolute in its opposition to Presidenprime Minister of Australia
Chirac’s decision to resume nuclear testing in thEeader of the Federal Opposition

Pacific; by .
(1) Supporting Greenpeace by sending a frigat-(I;he Hon Bob Carr MP, Premier of NSW
to the area. The Hon Peter Collins MP, Leader of the NSW

. - . Opposition
2) Cancelling all military contracts with the . .
Frc(an)ch govemn?em_ i Madam Unice Raymond, Mayor of Willoughby
iﬁouncillors Sue Randle, Pat Reilly and Judith
utherford, Willoughby Council

r Hol Smith, Acting Chief Executive, Sydney
lectricity

Mr Dave Hoare, Chairman, Telstra Corporation
Mr Geoff Cousins, Chairman Optus Vision

We the undersigned residents of Castlecrag NSW
Higher Education Contribution Scheme  respectfully request that no above ground pay TV
bles (Optus, Telstra or other) be deployed in

To the Honourable the President and Members g‘? (et ;
. . . stlecrag. We feel that the historical, geographic,
the Senate in Parliament assembled: The humb vironmental and visual uniqueness of Castlecrag,

petition of the undersigned citizens of AustraliaWith its Walter Burley Griffin architecture and

respectfully showeth: being a distinct peninsula with significant harbour

That we are opposed to any moves to cut fundinfpreshore and native areas, would be significantly
to universities. We believe that funding cuts tascarred by the introduction of above ground
universities can only lead to a reduction in theabling.

quality of Australia’s higher education systeMyyq therefore request that any pay TV cables in

damage to our research capacity and decreasgfgiecrag are underground and that, in so doing

access to education. pay TV providers work with Sydney Electricity to
In particular we are opposed to any attempts talso achieve undergrounding of electricity lines.

(3) Stopping the sale of uranium to the frenc
government.

(4) Encouraging links between the Australian an
French anti-nuclear movements

by Senator Sandy Macdonald(from 361
citizens).

increase up-front fees or introduce up-front i
fees for courses for which HECS is currently Landmines )
available, Senator DENMAN (Tasmania)—by
reduce funding for Australian Postgraduatée""y_e_I present to th‘? Senate _the _fOHOW'_ng
Awards, petition, from 1,701 citizens, which is not in
reduce research or research infrastructur%onforr?]'ty with thfe Stc’?mdlng orders as it is
funding to Universities, not in the correct torm:

cut funding on a per student basis, in particular Total Ban of Anti-Personnel Land Mines
operating grants; and To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the
cut the number of Commonwealth places iffouse of Representatives assembled in Parliament:
the system or promised during the previouiWe the citizens of Australia call on the Federal
parliament. Government to support the world-wide campaign
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that yol© ban th? Ipro&jucﬁlon, stockpiling and use of anti-
will not cut recurrent or research funding toP€rsonneliand mines.
universities or increase the financial burden ofrurthermore, we urge the government to give a
current or future students. We call on the Parlighigher priority to mine clearance in affected
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countries and to use its influence to encourag®rm. We oppose any attempt by the Coalition to
other countries to financially support the clearanceestrict the AIRC from dealing with over-award
of land mines in poor countries. gender based pay equity issues.

Industrial Relations (9) A “fair go all round’ for unfair dismissal so
. that all workers currently able to access these
Senator PANIZZA (Western Australia)— remedies are able to do so in a fair manner, at no

by leave—I present to the Senate the followesost.

ing petition, from 12 citizens, which is not in  (10) Workers under State industrial regulations
conformity with the standing orders as it ismaintain their rights to access the federal awards

not in the correct form: system in its current form.
To the Honourable President and Members of the Your petitioners therefore urge the Senate to
Senate in Parliament assembled: reject the above proposed reforms to the area of

We the undersigned citizens respectfully submll{1dUStrIaI relations.

that any reform to Australia’s system of industrial Sudan

relations should recognise the special needs of

employees to be protected from disadvantage, ex-Senator CHAMARETTE (Western Aus-
ploitation and discrimination in the workplace. tralia)—by leave—I present to the Senate the

We the petitioners oppose the Coalition policiefollowing petition, from 92 citizens, which is
which represent a fundamentally anti-worker regimg0t in conformity with the standing orders as
and we call upon the Senate to provide an effectivié is not in the correct form:
check and balance to the Coalition’s legislative  pgtition Against the War and Genocide in

{)hrgtg:]ram by rejecting such a program and ensuring Southern Sudan

(1) The existing powers of the Australian Indus\We the undersigned call upon the Australian
trial Relations Commission (AIRC) be maintainedsovernment to act now to protest the genocide
to provide for an effective independent umpiregainst the peoples of the Southern Sudan.
overseeing awards and workplace bargaininghis forgotten war by the military dictatorship of
processes. Sudan has now been joined by Iran and Iraq.

(2) The proposed system of Australian WorkGovernments of the world so quick to act in the
place Agreements (AWAs) should be subject to thease of Irag’s attack on Kuwait should act promptly
same system of approval required for the approv&® Stop aggression in Sudan. Hundreds of thousands
of certified agreements (through enterprise bargai®f people have been killed and made homeless. The

ing). Specifically an AWA should not come intolargely Christian Southern Sudanese people are
effect unless it is approved by the AIRC. having unconstitutional Fundamentalist Muslim law

(3) The approval of agreements contained in thf (tce_d hupon thﬁmd 'Il'he Antfl-SIa;/eryd Society Ofd
legislation should be public and open to scrutin r?‘ﬁm as rgpod e savgrydo cavr\)/ure W(?A\me? aln
There should be provision for the involvement o idren in ©mdurman, sudan. We urge Australia

parties who have a material concern relating to the' } ) o
approval of an agreement, including unions seeking Call for immediate negotiations and peace
to maintain the no disadvantage guarantees. an end to this 20th century slave trade
(4) Paid rates awards be preserved and capablehe resumption and increase of Australian aid to
of adjustment, as is currently the case in the the Southern Sudan, which has been curtailed
legislation. due to the fighting.
(5) The AIRC's powers to arbitrate and make
awards must be preserved in the existing form and Asylum Seekers
not be restricted to a stripped back set of minimum Senator CHAMARETTE (Western Aus-
or core conditions. tralia)—by leave—I present to the Senate the
(6) The legislation should encourage the procesgallowing petition, from nine citizens, which

es of collective bargaining and ensure that g not in conformity with the standing orders
certified agreement within its term of operation

cannot be over-ridden by a subsequent AWA. as it .I“_C' not m, the correlct.form: )

(7) The secondary boycott provisions should be Petition Against Repatriation of Indo-Chinese
preserved in their existing form. Boat People

(8) The powers and responsibility of the AIRCTo the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the
to ensure the principle of equal pay for work ofHouse of Representatives in Parliament assembled,
equal value should be preserved in its existinthe undersigned citizens humbly and earnestly pray,



Thursday, 27 June 1996 SENATE 2319

that due to the uncertain situation existing in much Both the original and the amending determi-
of South East Asia including Cambodia and th¢\ations are disallowable instruments for the
need for a public review of Australia’s procedure urposes of section 46A of the Acts Interpre-
and criteria for granting asylum, it would be unjust_.. . ] X
and premature to repatriate those presently held ﬂ“?” Act 1901, Wh'(.:h requires the d(_aterml-
detention in Port Hedland and other places, whBations to be tabled in both houses within 15
have been denied refugee status. sitting days of making, failing which they
We ask that they be given the alternate status §€ase to have effect. This was the position
‘Domestic Protection (Temporary) Entry Permit onwith the original determination. Then, two
humanitarian grounds. years later, the original determination was
That those who are granted such a status mended. Although the amending determina-
allowed to move freely about the Country, acception was validly tabled, its practical effect

work and do skills training. would be little or none, because its only

Your petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray. substantive provisions purport to amend the
Petitions received. invalid earlier determination. It is ironic that

the explanatory statement for the second

NOTICES OF MOTION determination advises that its purpose is to

; . ; address what it terms ‘problems’, ‘uncert-
Regulations and Ordinances Commitiee ainty’, ‘difficulties’ and an ‘unintentional

Senator O’CHEE (Queensland)—Pursuantyesylt’ in the original.
to notice given on the last day of sitting and
on behalf of the Standing Committee on This omission was in fact first detected by
Regulations and Ordinances, | now withdrawhe staff of the Standing Committee on Regu-
business of the Senate notice of motion Ndations and Ordinances who at once alerted
1 standing in my name for two sitting daysthe Department of the Prime Minister and
after today, for the disallowance of the ailCabinet, who up until then were unaware of
navigation regulations amendment as conhe failure to table.
tained in strategy rules No. 342 of 1995, and )
business of the Senate notice of motion No. Yesterday, 26 June 1996, a fresh determina-
3 standing in my name for six sitting daystion was tabled with the object of correcting
after today, for the disallowance of the aithe situation. This determination was made,
navigation aircraft engine emissions regulagazetted and tabled on the same day, which
tions amendment as contained in statutorghowed an alacrity not usually noticeable in
rules No. 277 for 1995. | seek leave to makéhe actions of the executive relating to deleg-
a short statement on native title instrumentst'ﬁed_ Iegtislatior;._T?ﬁ commlittee will dsc;rlf(tinise

is instrument in the usual way and take any

Leave granted. . appropriate action. In the meantime, however,

Senator O'CHEE—On Tuesday in the it s disappointing that the explanatory state-
House of Representatives the Prime Ministefent for the new determination does not
(Mr Howard), in answer to a question, adacknowledge the actions of the committee,

vised that an instrument made under th@ithout which this matter would never have
Native Title Act 1993 on 24 December 1993come to light.

which was the very day that the act received

assent, was never tabled. The Prime Minister This example illustrates the need for admin-

advised that the effect of the failure to tabléstrators to be aware of, and to apply, the

could well cast a legal doubt over a largeequirements relating to delegated legislation.
number of acts affecting the Aboriginalin the present case this committee was able to
community, the pastoral industry and theletect the damage only after it had been done.
mining industry. The Prime Minister furtherin this context, agencies should familiarise

advised that a fresh determination would bthemselves with the annual reports and special
tabled later in the week. The states and othegports of the Standing Committee on Regula-
affected bodies would be consulted on retions and Ordinances, which should enable
medial matters needed to, as the Prime Minigitfalls such as the present one to be avoided.
ter expressed it, patch up the legislation. | thank the Senate.
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Withdrawal Introduction of Legislation

Senator KEMP (Victoria—Manager of  Senator LEES (South Australia—Deputy
Government Business in the Senate)—At thieeader of the Australian Democrats)—I give
request of the respective senators, | withdraiotice that, on the next day of sitting, | shall
the following general business notices ofnove:
motion: Nos 9, 20, 25, 26, 56, 61, 67, 72, 80, That the following bill be introduced: A Bill for

82, 87, 89, 93, 96, 105, 109. an Act to prevent the export of woodchips from
) ) Australia’s native forestrotection of Australia’s
Mr P.J. Keating: Piggery Native Forests (Prevention of Export Woodchips)
Senator MICHAEL BAUME (New South Bill 1996.
Wales)—I give notice that, on the next day of Second Sydney Airport
sitting, | shall move: Senator FORSHAW (New South Wales)—
That the Senate— | give notice that, on the next day of sitting,
(@) notes: | shall move:

(i) the continual failure of companies in Mr That the Senate—
Paul Keating's former piggery group to (a) notes that:
anaevst w&geggr'irﬁmﬁinstsg?fég? ggrpg'fagg‘ts (i) in 1985, and on other occasions, Hols-
; 9 y p worthy has been rejected as a possible

ownership and subsequently, which has site for Sydney’s second airport
resulted in successful prosecutions of Mr . ) o .
Keating's former piggery partner, Mr (i) the Select Committee on Aircraft Noise
Achilles Constantinidis, and his solicitor, in Sydney again rejected Holsworthy as
Mr Coudounaris, who is secretary of his a possible site for an airport,
family company, (iii) the committee also concluded that no
(i) that no annual returns have yet been filed further site evaluation should be undertak-
for Parkville Pig Stud Pty Ltd since the en at this site,
year ended 30 June 1994, almost 2 years  (iv) contrary to these findings, the Minister
ago, in breach of Australian Security for Transport and Regional Development
Commission (ASC) reporting require- (Mr Sharp) has relisted Holsworthy as a
ments, potential site for an airport and has

iii) the last available annual return shows Mr authorised an environmental impact
w Constantinidis and his family trustee assessment of the site, and
companies as 100 per cent owners of this  (v) an airport at Holsworthy would devastate
company which operates a piggery at the lives of hundreds of thousands of
Moonbi, near Tamworth, following the residents in the surrounding areas;

‘disposal’ of Mr Keating's half-ownership 1y condemns the Prime Minister (Mr Howard)
of it in March 1994, and and the Minister for Transport and Regional

(iv) Mr Constantinidis, who has held Mr Development for this disgraceful decision;
Keating’'s power of attorney for some and
years, is also a director of other former (¢) calls on the Government to immediately
Keating piggery companies in the Brown abandon all plans or proposals for an envi-
and Hatton group which still have sub- ronmental impact assessment and an airport
stantial unpaid debts going back for years at Holsworthy.
and which have not filed annual returns,
as required by law, although they con- Introduction of Legislation

tinued to trade during the 1994-95 finan-
cial year, for which annual returns are Senator KERNOT (Queensland—Leader

now 5 months overdue; and of the Australian Democrats)—I give notice

(b) calls on Mr Constantinidis, who has alread)}hat' on the next day of sitting, | shall move:

been found guilty of offences under the That the following bill be introduced: A Bill for
Corporations Law, to cease his contemptuan Act to alter the Constitution by empowering the
ous disregard of the Corporations Law, andParliament to make Laws in relation to firearms
meet the requirements of the ASC to fileand ammunitionConstitution Alteration (Firearms
annual returns. and Ammunition) Bill 1996.
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Economics References Committee . Flags Amendment Bill 1996

Senator LUNDY (Australian Capital - Health and Other Services (Compensation)

Territory)—I give notice that, on the next day Amendment Bill 1996 _
of sitting, | shall move: . Higher Education Funding Amendment Bill (No.

That the following matter be referred to the 1) 1996
Economics References Committee for inquiry and ndustry Research and Development Amendment

report by 28 October 1996: Bill _1996 _ _
(a) the relationship between the health status of L&ying Chicken Levy Amendment (AAHC) Bill
Australians generally and occupational
illness and injury; . Legislative Instruments Bill 1996
(b) the resulting cost to the community in terms Live-stock Export Charge Amendment (AAHC)
of lost productivity, compensation and Bill 1996
rehabilitation; and . Live-stock Slaughter Levy Amendment (AAHC)
(c) the relationship between the level of invest- Bill 1996
ment and allocation of Government re- \jeat Chicken Levy Amendment (AAHC) Bill
sources, health and safety preventative 19gg
strategies and the incidence of illness and

injury in the workplace. . Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters Legisla-

tion Amendment Bill 1996
COMMITTEES . Pig Slaughter Levy Amendment (AAHC) Bill

Selection of Bills Committee 1996. .
(John Panizza)

Report Chair
Senator PANIZZA (Western Australia)—! 27 june 1996
present the seventh report of 1996 of the
Selection of Bills Committee. | seek leave to Ordered that the report be adopted.
have that report incorporated Hansard SESSIONAL ORDERS

Leave granted. _
The report read as follows- Motion (by Senator Kemp—by leave—

agreed to:
SELECTION OF BILLS COMMITTEE
REPORT NO. 7 OF 1996 ) Tq%tgtge sess:[ional _(Igrderds in f%cg on 3?\|>1V0\éem-
. er operate on Tuesday, ugust, Wednes-
1. The Committee met on 26 June 1996. day, 21 August and Thursday, 22 August 1996.
2. The Committeedeferred consideration of the
following bills to the next meeting: ORDER OF BUSINESS

(deferred from meeting of 26 June 1996)

. Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Rural and Regional Affairs and

Amendment Bill 1996 Transport References Committee
. Australian Animal Health Council (Live-stock Senator WOODLEY (Queensland)—I
Industries) Funding Bill 1996 move:

- Australian Capital Territory Government Servicé That general business notice of motion No. 2
(Consequential Provisions) Amendment Bill 199§tanding in the name of Senator Woodley for today,
. Bankruptcy Legislation Amendment Bill 1996 relating to the reference of matters to the Rural and

inRegional Affairs and Transport References Com-
' fggt)t(lse Export Charges Amendment (AAHC) BIIImittee, be postponed till 22 August 1996.

. Cattle Transaction Levy Amendment (AAHC)| seek leave to make a short statement.

Bill 1996 Leave granted
. Commonwealth Electoral Amendment (16 and 17 9 ’

Year Old Voluntary Enrolment) Bill 1996 Senator WOODLEY—I just wanted to

. Constitution Alteration (President of theapologise to the Senate that that one got as
Commonwealth of Australia) Bill 1996 far as it did. | meant to move that it be

. Defence Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 1)Postponed so that the committee could look
1996 at the terms of reference and other matters.
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NOTICES OF MOTION Senator KERNOT (Queensland—Leader
of the Australian Democrats)—by leave—I
Immigration Legislation am happy to agree to formality on the under-

standing that | will see the revised terms of
freference, which | understand incorporate the
matter we discussed.

Senator CHAMARETTE (Western Aus-
tralia)—I give notice that, on the next day o
sitting, | shall move:

That the Senate condemns the Government for: S€nator CARR (Victoria)—by leave—If |

(a) seeking to introduce the Migration Legisla Could just explain that this was a reference
tion Amendment Bill (No. 2) 1996, the aim which was developed by me and brought from

of which is to pre-empt a matter before thdhe education committee. But, after represen-

courts; and tations from Senator Kernot on behalf of the

(b) for allowing the Department of Immigration Democrats, additional terms of refere_nce were

and Multicultural Affairs to consider itself Ncluded in the terms of reference circulated

above the law. by the committee. | believe they meet the
criteria—

MMITTEE
co S Senator Kernot—I have not seen them.

EmpIoyggg}eiocl:cszaggr%amr}gezralnlng Senator CARR—That is quite true; Senator
Kernot has not seen the revised terms of
Reference reference. | think it is a matter for the com-

Senator CHRIS EVANS (Western Austral- mittee to make sure she does. | hope that is
ia)—At the request of Senator Crowley, | asi satisfactory explanation.
that business of the Senate notice of motion Senator KEMP (Victoria—Manager of
No. 1 standing in her name for today, relatingsovernment Business in the Senate—by
to the reference of a matter to the Employteave—I know this has been revised a number
ment, Education and Training Referencegf times, and | want to check that we have
Committee, be taken as a formal motion. the last revision of it. Senator Tierney might

Senator Kernot—I have an objection. | ask P€ able to assist.

you to delay it for one day. Senator TIERNEY (New South Wales)—

Senator CHRIS EVANS—ASs | understood by leave—The Senate Employment, Education
it, it was agreed at the whips meeting las@nd Training References Committee con-

night. Perhaps Senator Kernot could explaifidered a number of references to be put
her objection. forward. It was agreed by all parties at that

. . meeting that we would hold three inquiries.
Senator Kernot—Could you give me five This s the third one that has come into the
minutes, please? Senate. It was agreed by our side that this
Senator FAULKNER (New South Wales— inquiry proceed.

Leader of the Opposition in the Senate)—by \1qtion (hy Senator Chris Evans at the

leave—As | understand the routine of bus'?equest ofSenator Crowley) agreed to:

ness for tomorrow, a delay will mean, unless .

we specifically take account of a capacity to_That the following matter be referred to the

bring back this motion, effectively a delay till Employment, Education and Training References

20 August. That is the point | am addressing O o'1e€ fo; inquiry and relpgoggpy the last sitting

to Senator Kernot, but | suspect she— ay ot the autumn session '

; ; The status of teachers and the development of
Senator Kernot—I will explain. the teaching profession during the next 5 years,
Senator FAULKNER—Given that Senator ~ With particular reference to:

Kernot haS |nd|.Cated She wants to aC!V|Se the (a) describing Community att|tudes towards

Senate in relation to this matter, | will con- teachers and the ways in which schools

cede to Senator Kernot. operate, including examination of:
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() the perceived relevance, to young peopleNo. 1, relating to the exemption of the
of school and its links to vocational pigration Legislation Amendment Bill (No.2)
_ Training and employment, 1996 from the order of the Senate concerning
(i) what is expected of schools in relation toconsideration of legislation, be taken as
meeting the needs of young people withfqrma|
out appropriate family or personal sup- ’
port, and Leave not granted.

(iii) any differences in the perceptions of
urban and rural communities concerning ADMINISTRATION OF DRUGS TO

schools; WOMEN IN PRISON

(b) examining the expectations of teachers Motion (by Senator Spindler) agreed to:
regarding their careers and identifying those That the S
issues which bear most significantly on job at the Senate—
satisfaction, stress and their ability to carry (a) notes that:

.OUtl tg'ewiwork efficiently and effectively, () in Victoria, women, whilst in prison, are
_Including: o given drugs of dependency including
() new patterns of work organisation and the tranquillisers, anti-depressants, benzo-

relationships between teaching and non- diazepams and other addictive medication,
. teaghlng staff in SChO_OIS'_ (i) the women are not told what drugs are
(ii) the impact of communications technology being administered to them and are de-
on the role of the teacher and the man- nied their medical records on being re-
agement of schools, leased,

(iii) changes to school funding practices, such (iii) the women, many of whom are not drug-
as the emergence of private fundraising, addicted before entry into prison, become

(iv) systems organisation and its impact on addicted in prison and leave with addic-
work practices and career development, tions,
and ; ; ;
_ _ _ ) (iv) on one day in August 1995, 80 women in
(v) social factors influencing the expectations Fairlea Prison were administered with 365
ggge gg”;dtﬁz i(r)rnggth(())%l tggjc%eer;gs,ofqg(tj dozes of ﬁ_ref._crigtion drugds, tranquillisers
> _ _ and psychiatric drugs, an
risk’ and violent behaviour from students; (v) between 1990 and 1995, at least 60
(c) developing a national profile of Australia’s women died within weeks of leaving
teachers according to age, gender, qualifica- prison; and
tions, experience, salary level and career L
history; P y (b) calls on the Government to inquire into the

. medical administration of drugs in prisons
(d) assessing the levels of supply and demand  anq question whether these practices consti-
which should guide the workforce planning tute a breach of ethical medical practices

for teachers in the context of demographic and a breach of duty of care on behalf of
and other changes affecting schools into the the prison operators.

next century;
(e) examining the tertiary entrance levels of NATIONAL COMMISSION OF AUDIT

teacher trainees and the research literature
on the quality of Australian teacher educa- Senator FAULKNER (New South Wales—

tion programs, and identifying those featured-€ader of the Opposition in the Senate)—l
which bear significantly upon the quality of 2k that general business notice of motion No.

classroom practice; and 142 standing in my name, relating to an order
(f) describing best practice in the induction offor the production of documents, be taken as
newly-trained teachers into schools, andormal.

identifying any significant shortcomings in : : :
induc{iyongor gn-going professional dgevel- Senator SHORT (V|ctor|a—ASS|stant_
opment which require urgent attention. Treasurer)—by leave—The government will
not be opposing this motion. In agreeing to its
CONSIDERATION OF LEGISLATION going forward, however, | want to make a
Senator KEMP (Victoria—Manager of few points. Firstly, | am well aware that even
Government Business in the Senate)—I| agkthe government did oppose the motion the

that government business notice of motioopposition has the numbers to put it through.
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Secondly, the government will do its best to That there be laid on the table, by no later than
comply with the undertaking to the maximun® Pm on Thursday, 27 June 1996:

extent possible. However, thirdly, the extent (a) all correspondence between ministers and/or
to which the government will be able to do their departments and members of the
this is still under consideration. We will National Commission of Audit and/or its
approach it in a good spirit; but, given par- secretariat, and

ticularly the amount of documentation and so (b) copies of the submissions to the National
on, the extent that we will be able to comply Commission of Audit which are listed in the
is still under consideration. commission's report.

Senator FAULKNER (New South Wales— Question resolved in the affirmative.
Leader of the Opposition in the Senate)—by COMMITTEES
leave—I| appreciate the indication from _ .
Senator Short that the government will not ~ Rural and Regional Affairs and
oppose formality of this motion. | am con-  Transport References Committee
cerned about the constraints that Senator Report
Short apparently places on the return to order. . ]
The opposition does take the view—and | Motion (by Senator Woodley agreed to:
want to make this very clear—that the Senate That the recommendations of the interim report
does have a right to know what guidance an@f the Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport
instructions members of the Commission oféferences Committee entitidd@ndcare policies
Audit were given by ministers or department and programs in Australiatabled in the Senate on

. . - 0 April 1996, be adopted.

That is why we are seeking, in the terms o
this motion, copies of the correspondence and CHILD SUPPORT LEGISLATION
other directions. AMENDMENT BILL (No. 1) 1996

We also believe that there is a genuine HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING
pUbliC interest in Seeing these submissions, AMENDMENT BILL (NO 2) 1996
which were made to the commission and were '

listed in the report. | indicated yesterday in EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION AND
postponing this matter—because SenatoMRAINING AMENDMENT BILL 1996
Short indicated to me yesterday that he would

not agree to formality and it may save the TRADE PRACTICES AMENDMENT
Senate time, which | believe my postponing (INDUSTRY ACCESS CODES) BILL
this motion for one day of sitting has—that 1996

the opposition would not be resiling from its First Readi
absolutely strong view that this return to order Irst Reading

would be a matter for the government to Motion (by Senator Kemp) agreed to:
comply fully to the letter with and that noth-  that the following bills be introduced:
ing less would be deemed satisfactory by the

opposition. A Bill for an Act to amend the law relating to

child support, and for related purposes.

_ | accept that the time frames are short. This A Bill for an Act to amend the Higher Education
is not a long period of time for ministers andFunding Act 1988, and for related purposes.
departments to be able to comply with a A gjil for an Act to amend the Employment,
return to order; but this of course is neceseducation and Training Act 1988, and for related
sitated by the fact that we are at the concluyurposes.

sion of this sitting of the parliament. But 1 did A Bill for an Act to amend the Trade Practices
make the point that at least a further 24 hoursct 1974, and for related purposes.

of notice of our intention to proceed would Motion (by Senator Kemp) agreed to:
maximise the opportunity for the government y. H .g t
to comply with this return to order and it is That these bills may proceed without formalities,
our expectation that it will be complied with may be taken together and be now read a first time.
in full by 5 o’clock tonight. | move: Bills read a first time.
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Second Reading account in arriving at the future liabilities for the

Senator KEMP (_V_|ctor|a—ParI_|amentary rIfahrzacl)r:Ir)]/gtirlj”:(relothat amounts payable prior to the
Secretary to the Minister for Social Securlty)odgment of an estimate will be disturbed is where,

(9.59 a.m.)_—l table the e>_<p|anatory memorargier calculating the amount properly payable and
da to the bills and move: the amounts charged to the date of the estimate, the
That these bills be now read a second time. Parent has already been charged too much for the

| seek leave to have the second readi

. . Mhis will remov ignificant and frequent cause
speech incorporated iHansard S emove a significant and freq

for complaint from persons receiving child support.
Leave granted. ELECTING FOR EMPLOYER WITHHOLD-

The speech read as follows ”\:]G ’;‘ﬁT TO QPP:]-Y hild (
The bill amends the Child Support (Registration
CHILD SUPPORT LEGISLATION and Collection) Act 1988 to allow a payer of child
AMENDMENT BILL (NO.1) 1996 support to make payments directly to the Child
The Child Support Legislation Amendment Bill Support Registrar where the Registrar is satisfied
(No.1) 1996 contains three changes which wer@at a person will make timely payments. This
announced by the previous Government in thEeasure will :
1995/96 Budget as a response to a small number ofReduce the level of intrusiveness of the child
recommendations made by the Joint Select Com-support scheme for payers who can be relied
mittee on Certain Family Law Issues. The bill also upon to make their child support payments
:ncl_ulde_s consecgluentia;: changes O}o _Chilrcil Sgpp_orltdirectly to the Registrar in a timely manner
egislation to reflect changes made in the Socia : - - :
Security Act 1991, the Family Law Act 1975 and' \I/DvraOVIde greater flexibility to the Registrar in the
y he administers the collection of child
the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936. The packagesu ort and reduce overall administration costs
of measures included in the Bill is aimed at PP ) }
increasing flexibility, reducing the level of intru- . Reduce the costs of compliance by employers in
siveness, and improving certainty and clarity in the withholding child support by permitting more

law. payers to pay directly where they can be relied
USE OF ELECTION WHERE INCOME HAS on to make payments in a timely manner
CHANGED If the Registrar refuses to accept an election to pay

Where a child support liability has been created bglrggg;ll,atg]héainp;?y%rishgzctif;ﬁ)rr]lght to object to, and
an administrative assessment, a parent is able 8 T o o
apply to have the Registrar vary the amount of theithe Government is conscious that the implications
liability by lodging an income estimate election. Anmay be severe for children where a payer defaults.
income estimate election often results in a payinghe Registrar’s primary responsibility will continue
parent being entitled to a refund of monies alread{® be to ensure the collection of child support in a
paid to the person receiving child support. Thigimely manner. In making the proposed change the
causes significant inconvenience for persongovernment will ensure that there are strict safe-
receiving child support where the amount of chil@@uards in the event of default.

support has already been spent for the benefit @i the event of default, the Registrar will be able
the children. It also means that the parent paying require that child support be withheld from a
child support often has to repay most, if not all, oberson’s employer in the future and a payer will
the amount refunded over the remainder of thaot be able to make another election until a period
year—at a time when they have less capacity to dsf 6 months has elapsed from the date the Registrar
SO. was required to make arrangements with a person’s
The bill will amend the effect of an income @Mployer. In most cases, payers who default after
estimate election to make it less likely that a persof?00sing to pay directly to the Registrar, will have
receiving child support will be asked to r(_:‘paystrlctly limited future access to this provision.
amounts in the future and to make the effect of aCONSIDERATION OF CHILD SUPPORT
income estimate election a more accurate reflectiatlABILITIES IN PROPERTY AND SPOUSAL

of a paying parent’s capacity to pay. MAINTENANCE PROCEEDINGS

The revised income estimate will be used tdhe bill will amend the Family Law Act to enable
recalculate the amount of the child support properlst court to take into account the child support
payable for the year. However, amounts payablébility of a person in property and spousal mainte-
prior to the date of lodgment of an estimate willnance proceedings, even where a child support
generally be left undisturbed and will be taken intassessment has not been issued.
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Under the existing law, where a person is voluntariamendments to the States Grants (General Pur-
ly paying child support without an assessment gboses) Act 1994 to repeal subsection 15(1) so that
his child support liability, the amounts paid or tofunds paid under the Student Organisation Support
be paid under such arrangements cannot be takprogram can no longer be recovered by the Treas-
into account by the Court in making orders inurer from state grants.

either property or spousal maintenance proceedinggye SOS program was developed by the former
This may result in Courts making orders which d@ygvernment in response to action taken by the
not adequately reflect the true circumstances of tgjestern Australian, Victorian and Tasmanian
party who is to pay child support. This also mea”ggvernments towards voluntary student unionism.
that parties must apply for an assessment ev§fyg |egislation reflected the former government’s

where they wish to make private arrangemen ort of compulsory student unionism
regarding child support for the Court to take intrsQUpp P Y i

account these commitments when making ord:rg"e Student Organisation Support program legisla-
regarding property or spousal maintenance. tion allowed the commonwealth to provide funds

. . . directly to student organisations and provided for
This will ensure that separated parents with privatgye recovery of these funds at the discretion of the
arrangements for child support will be treated in thgeasurer from the state’s general revenue assistance
same way as parents who are paying child suppQ§tant. The former government wanted taxpayers to
under the Child Support (Assessment) Act 1989 heay the cost of their policy of compulsory student

CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS unionism.
. Employer record keeping requirements This government supports democratically elected

The bill amends the Child Support (Registratiorptudent guilds and unic:jns in their Woroll( of provid-
and Collection) Act 1988 to reduce the period af'd Student services and amenities and representing
employer is required to retain child support record'€ VIEWs of students in university matters.

from 7 years to 5 years. This will bring the child This government does not support compulsory
support requirement into line with record keepinginionism.

requil’ementS under the Income Tax Assessment A{@topposes students being forced to fund student
1936. union political activity as a pre-requisite for entry

This measure will make it easier for employers t¢o university.
voluntarily comply with their record keeping | commend the bill to the Senate.

obligations by having one period for both taxation
and child support purposes. It will also result in a EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION AND

slight reduction in the cost of compliance as the ~ TRAINING AMENDMENT BILL 1996

period of retention of records for child supportthe Employment, Education and Training Act 1988
purposes has been reduced. established the National Board of Employment,
. Family Law Act 1975 changes Education and Training (NBEET) to provide the

S . - hen minister with independent advice on employ-
The bill brings the child support presumptions Oj'pent, education and training.

parentage into line with the amended provisions - .
the Family Law Act 1975. Currently, NBEET comprises the Australian

. . . Language and Literacy Council, the Australian
. Updating references to the Social Security Act Res%argh Council, they Employment and Skills
The bill amends the provisions in the Child SupporCouncil, the Higher Education Council and the
(Assessment) Act 1989 by substituting referenceSchools Council which all report to the minister
to the Social Security Act 1947 with provisions andhrough the National Board. The Board and Coun-
concepts in the Social Security Act 1991. cils are supported by a series of committees
| commend the bill to honourable Senators. including the Australian International Education

Foundation Council.
HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING In our policy statement on higher education Quali-
AMENDMENT BILL (No 2) 1996 ty, diversity and choice we announced that we

This bill gives effect to the government’s policy ofwould abolish NBEET and establish independent
not supporting compulsory student unionism. Th€ouncils to advise on higher education and re-
bill repeals sections 25A and 25B of the Highewsearch. This bill is the first step in that process. It
Education Funding Act 1988, so that no furtheprovides for the abolition of the National Board,

payments can be made for the 1997 or any othéhie Australian Language and Literacy Council, the
program year under the Student OrganisatioBmployment and Skills Council and the Schools
Support (SOS) program. The bill includes transiCouncil. The Higher Education Council and the
tional provisions to enable the level of payment&ustralian Research Council will continue as
already made to be adjusted in accordance wiithdependent Councils with similar functions

final student numbers. The bill makes consequentiaéporting directly to the minister. Following con-
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sultation with the sector new legislation will beindustries. The bill will amend the principal act to
presented to establish the successors to the Highecorporate a general industry access code approval
Education Council and the Australian Researcprocess as a basis for access undertakings in
Council. network industries.

I move now to the major provisions of the bill. The principal act currently includes provisions

The National Board, the Australian Language aniy1€reby third parties can seek access to services
Literacy Council the Employment and SkillsProvided by essential infrastructure facilities of

Council and the Schools Coundil will cease to exigtational significance. Thels_e, proylsmrl\s are an
when this legislation is proclaimed and appointilPortant feature of Australia’s national competi-

ments to those bodies will be terminated. ThdOn policy reforms. They promote competitive

Higher Education Council and the Australianmarkets, in order to improve efficiency and service

Research Council will continue with their member-d.e”"ery in infrastructure industries such as electri-
ship unchanged. The remaining Councils wilF'ty and gas.

provide advice to the minister on matters alreadi/nder the principal act a service provider can
referred to them by the minister. Any committeesolunteer to give the Australian Competition and
currently established to serve the two Councils wilConsumer Commission (the Commission) an access
continue with their existing membership. ‘undertaking’ which sets out the terms and condi-

. o . i hich the service provider will offer
Under the previous legislation each Council hai ons on w : feai
specific functions and the Board had function ccess to any third party. The Commission must

which included and extended the functions of th ublish the proposed undertaking and go through

Councils. The general functions of the Board whic public consultation process before accepting each

related to the work of the Higher Education Coun_undertaking.

cil and the Australian Research Council are nodn network industries, such as electricity, the
functions of the respective Councils. The ministeemerging pattern is for an industry code to be
can create and abolish committees to assist tig¢veloped governing access arrangements within
Councils to carry out their functions. the industry which will form the basis of undertak-

Iings to the Commission by individual service

Previously advice and reports from the Counci : : P
: . roviders. Under this approach, the principal act
were filtered through the National Board l:’e'co'“%urrently requires the Commission to undertake

going to the minister. In line with the government’'s__ " .; - : - :
intention to create more independent Councils, ea{gultlple public_consultation  processes—one in

Council will now provide advice and reports directaJ?ﬁg?séotﬁzecgggesasngogt%’e':s 'tin'srer}gggﬁsgytﬁg
to the minister and will also take responsibility for ccess undertakinas of individual access providers
promoting informed public debate and for grantin 9 s P ’
financial assistance for innovative projects. Therdéhe absence of a single access code approval

is also provision for Councils to co-operate tdProcess for network industries in the principal act
provide advice to the minister. leads to two principal shortcomings. Firstly, the

A final report on the work of the Board and o Unnecessary duplication of the public consultation

Councils will be prepared and tabled. Each remairﬂ

ing Council will report to the minister annually on q¢'\nqyly delaying progress towards more competi-
their operations; these reports will be tabled. e infrastructure industries. Secondly, it may be
Other amendments go to administrative matteifficult for the Commission to assess whether
such as removing definitions no longer requiredeparate access undertakings will achieve coherent
under the act and retaining the position of Directoindustry-wide access arrangements.

to service the remaining Councils. There are alsppg pj|| will address these shortcomings by allow-
transitional provisions to provide for continuity Ofing acceptance of an industry-wide access code
membership of the remaining Councils, and thg;ith a single public consultation process. Industry
Counsellors and committees which assist them. participants will be able to develop an access code
The financial impact of the bill will be minimal. for their industry. The access code would set out
; details about access for the industry and be ap-

| now commend the bill to the Senate. proved by the Commission after public consulta-
TRADE PRACTICES AMENDMENT tion. Undertakings from individual access providers
(INDUSTRY ACCESS CODES) BILL 1996  which conform with the access code could then be
Mr President, this bill amends the Trade Practic approved by the Commission without a further

> N €5ublic consultation process, thereby reducing the
Act 1974 (the principal act). burden on industry. Moreover, the Commission will

The primary purpose of the bill is to simplify andbe able to consider whether an undertaking is in
streamline the procedures for approving accesgcordance with the industry access code, which
arrangements to infrastructure services in networkhould enhance the coherence of the industry-wide

rocess is an inefficient way of processing access
ndertakings in network industries and runs the risk
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access arrangements. Industry access codes can b€hat this bill may proceed without formalities
prepared by an industry body which, in each casend be now read a first time.

will be prescribed in Regulations made for this pg: ; i

purpose. Bill read a first time.

The amendments also include a provision to Second Reading

preserve the integrity of the competitive conduct genator CONROY (Victoria) (10.00
and authorisation rules of the principal act. The bil m.)—I move:

provides that the access provisions in the principal’ T ]
act will not affect liability of the relevant parties  That this bill be now read a second time.

for contraventions of the competitive conduct rules geek |eave to have the second reading
in the principal act. speech incorporated iHansard

The cost to revenue of the proposed amendmentsl_eave granted

is expected to be nil.
The speech read as follows

Mr President, | commend the bill to the Senate. _
Ordered that further consideration of th%ff'?'gé o r%/h'guSct)rrilﬁndgﬁfazadafgoLi'rzseté?#ge gf\e

second reading of the Child Support Legislacommonwealth agencies, it is a very modest office
tion Amendment Bill (No. 1) 1996, the costing a little over $8 million per year. | should
Higher Education Funding Amendment Billsay to the Senate that in 1994-95—4,465 written
(No. 2) 1996 and the Trade Practices Amendomplaints and 12,444 oral complaints were
ment (Industry Access Codes) Bill 1996 b(gAeceNe_d, making a total of 17,010 of our fellow
adjourned until the first day of sitting in the ustralians who sought to use the services of the

spring sittings, in accordance with the ordeombUdsman'
agreed to on ég November 1994. Ji’he Office of the Ombudsman is one of the

important cornerstones of our human rights infra-

Ordered that the Employment, Educatiostructure in Australia. It is fair to say that the
and Training Amendment Bill 1996 standgollowing quote from the parliamentary report
referred to the Employment, Education andlustrates this: . .
Training Legislation Committee for considerMost honourable Senators on either side, and
ation and report by 12 September. Members for that matter, support human rights in

_ _ this place.

Ordered that the bills be listed on theyyite a few Senators and Members are particularly
Notice Paperas separate orders of the day. concerned about newspaper reports that the re-
sources of the Office of the Ombudsman may be

COMMITTEES cut quite severely in the up-coming August budget.
. . The Ombudsman has been quite outspoken and
Community Standards Committee consistent in criticising the operation of, amongst
Reference other areas, the Child Support Agency. The issues

) ) raised in these criticisms have, to date, been largely
Motion (by Senator Tierney) agreed to:  neglected by the parliament and the government.

That the Classification (Publications, Films andrhis bill seeks to redress some of the concerns
Computer Games) Regulations, as contained BHrrounding the Ombudsman, a statutory office
Statutory Rules 1995 No. 401, be referred to thBolder, and the tabling of her Report.

Select Committee on Community Standards ReRegrettably there is no committee of the parliament
evant to the Supply of Services Utilising Electronighat actually looks at the Ombudsman'’s report. This
Technologies for inquiry and report by the firstparliament could quite easily set up a joint commit-

sitting day in the spring sittings in 1996. tee—and it is not proposed that there be a perma-
nent secretariat—which would meet the needs of
OMBUDSMAN AMENDMENT BILL receiving the Ombudsman’s report and ensuring
1996 that appropriate action is taken. Over 40,000 of our
) ) fellow Australians have contacted the Ombudsman

First Reading in 1994-95.

Motion (by Senator Conroy) agreed to:  The Ombudsman’s recent report is extremely
That the following bill be introduced: a Bill for e - and 10 highlight | would Tike to quote a few
: relevant lines. The Report says:
an Act to amend the Ombudsman Act 1976. ) P y )
i As an externally independent review agency, the
Motion (by Senator Conroy) agreed to:  Ombudsman can and does, to use the words of Jus-
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tice Lee, bring the lamp of scrutiny to otherwiseundermine its international reputation as an
dark places, even over the resistance to those Wh?dependent body. The effect of this motion
would draw the b!'”ds- _ _ would be to add a constituency to a commit-
Here we are talking about public service departee which is essentially a scientific advisory
ments, commonwealth agencies, ordinary citizensgmmittee. There are no other members of

and, it should be said, small business—who, if you.: ;
have read this report, have been forced as a mat s committee who represent a body, a

of final resort to contact the Ombudsman to securePnstituency or a particular segment of the
their rights under the law—simply because th&€ommunity.

Ombudsman insists that public administration must S

be consistent with the law. The individuals on ADEC, who are all of

More than that, the Ombudsman emphasisd§e very highest reputation and who have
shortcomings in her powers or in the trends of theontributed to making ADEC an international
law. For example, in her latest report, the Ombud®ody of enormously high repute, are there
man notes that ‘there is much contracting oubecause of individual abilities. | understand

within the commonwealth public sector’. She doe ivati i i i
not object to that notion but highlights the fact tha§he motivation behind this move is to make

these are creating new areas of concern and tt%lfr? tthat t%e tc&mm'ttee hgts_ consumer _rt(tEpr(_e-
legislation is deficient. Something needs to be dongENtation. but this 1S an advisory commitiee,

Unfortunately | can not report to the Senate th II does not make any deCiSionS' Consumer
anything is being done about this report. What epresentation is therefore less important here;

can say however is that this bill will redress théh€ committee does not require that constitu-

situation. The Ombudsman points out where peopRNCY.

have exceeded their powers, for example, in

relation to customs search. When ordinary citizens The government’'s view is that there is a

or small business approach the Ombudsman, theyajor role for community consumer groups

are not going toba chetmber ma?ls,:rateband theytqi’aving input into the whole process of evalu-

not engage a barrister or solicitor because : ;

service provided by the Ombudsman is free. h&mg and'looklng at drugs, P.BAC.: and a range
e —~ —7 of other issues. The question is where that

The heart of this private member’s bill is this: it is; put should occur. We believe very firmly

not the Ombudsman who has failed the parliame . .
it is the parliament who has failed the Ombudsma at the previous Labor government, which

and the 40,000 of our fellow Australians who havénucked up the appointment of consumer
contacted her office seeking assistance. We, tfiepresentatives to this committee, has made
parliament, are not listening to the needs of ththe wrong point on this issue.

people who have contacted the Ombudsman.

| seek leave to present the explanatory memoran- 1 his committee should stand alone and be
dum to the bill. based on scientific merit and integrity. If this
; ; change were so important, why, in the 13
ad?c?ubr?mt:d (on motion bySenator Panizzy years of_the for_mer Labpr government, did it
’ not fix either this committee or its predeces-
AUSTRALIAN DRUG EVALUATION sors? At the last moment they have decided
COMMITTEE to make this gesture.

Senator NEAL (New South Wales)—l ask  1pis move has the potential to undermine

that general business notice of motion NOyg inteqrity of the committee and, therefore,

155 standing in my name for today, relatingpe apility of the international community to
to the proposed disallowance of regulation§ccent advice and information from it. We

made under the Therapeutic Goods Act, Dfglieve very strongly that there is a role for
taken as a formal motion.

consumer input into this process—nobody is

Senator WOODS (New South Wales— denying that—bult this is the wrong committee
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister fofor it. We accept that there are pressures on
Health and Family Services)—by leave—Thehe legislative program today so we will not
government opposes this motion because abject to this notice being taken as formal.
will amend the structure of the AustralianwWe will vote against the motion on the voices
Drug Evaluation Committee, the ADEC, andbnly.
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Senator NEAL (New South Wales)—I| seek SENATE OFFICER: EVIDENCE IN
leave to make a brief statement in relation to LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

the motion. Senator CHRIS EVANS (Western Austral-

Senator Woods—The understanding wasia)—I| ask that general business notice of
that you wouldn’t. The whole point was tomotion No. 163 standing in my name for
avoid a debate. Talk to your whip. today, relating to a request for a Senate

Senator NEAL—Do | have leave to make Officer to give evidence in legal proceedings,
a brief statement? be taken as a formal motion.

Senator HILL (South Australia—Minister

Leave granted. i for the Environment)—by leave—The govern-
~Senator NEAL—The reason for this mo- ment will agree to this motion being called
tion is that a disallowance has been tabled igrmal and, obviously, it will then pass. How-
the House of Representatives in relation tgyer, we should refiect on what is occurring
amendments to the therapeutic goods regulBecause, as | understand it, this is the first

tions which had the effect of adding twotime that such permission has been sought
consumer representatives to the Australiafiom the Senate.

Drug Evaluation Committee. It is my very ;
. Senator Chris Evans wants to move that the
strong view that at every stage of the healt enate give permission for Mr Robert King,

system consumers have an entitlement to 0 in 1994 was secretary of the Senate

represented. It is in the interests of go0dq|oct committee on ABC Management and
mgﬂﬂ%e;greggnzz%érrgr][nggeig%l\g ddeCISI perations, to give evidence at the hearing in
' the matter of Alston against Carr, which is
The philosophy of this government is thatlisted for hearing in the County Court in
consumers should not be involved in the/elbourne on 12 August 1996 as matter No.
health system. They think that the healthMC9500490. In other words, permission is
system is constructed for specialists angeing sought from the Senate for an official
experts, and that the system will be deterf the Senate to give evidence in litigation
mined by the priorities of experts rather thameing conducted in the court between two
the community. It is my strong view, and thesenators. It is necessary for the Senate to give
strong view of this opposition, that the priori-such permission in a matter of a procedural or
ties of the health system should be the corfermal nature because of standing order 183,
sumers. Accordingly, | move: which provides:

That the Senate— A Senator or officer of the Senate—

(@) condemns the notice of motion, given by thevhich is the relevant designation in this
Government in the House of Representamstance—

tives, to disallow the regulations contained . . . .
in Statutory Rules 1996 No. 25 and mad&’ & Person involved in recording the proceedings

under the Therapeutic Goods Act 19890f the Senate or a committee, may not give evi-

which would remove the two consumerd€nce elsewhere in respect of proceedings of the

health representatives from the Australiarp€nate or the committee, without the permission of

Drug Evaluation Committee: the Senate, or, if the President is authorised to give
' that permission, of the President.

(b) calls on the Government to reverse thi? ing to th f thi i |
policy decision to ensure that Australian'"' @9r€€ing to the passage of this motion,

consumers have a say in what drugs ardnderstand that what is being sought is
approved for use in Australia; permission under standing order 183 for Mr
(c) calls on the Minister for Health and Family King to be able to give evidence in respect of
Services (Dr Wooldridge) to ensure that théhe proceedings of the Senate or a commit-
disallowance motion is debated in bothtee—in this instance, a committee.

Houses;and _ The point | want to make is that this in no
(d) condemns the minister for his lack of regardyay affects the provisions of the Parlia-
for the views of health consumers. mentary Privileges Act 1987. That act was

Question resolved in the affirmative. introduced for a vitally important purpose—
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that is, to protect the public and members of Senator FAULKNER—I said that you said
parliament. It ensures that senators, membe&tsvas unprecedented.

and the public are able to engage in parlia- senator Hill—It is also unprecedented for
mentary processes, which includes commitne senator to do what?

tees, without the fear of action following what

they might say or do within such processes, Senator FAULKNER—To sue another
That protection is specifically set out in>¢nator. _
section 16 of the Parliamentary Privileges Act Senator Hill—What about Senator Richard-
1987. son suing me?

| will not read that section in full, but the Senator FAULKNER—It is very un-
point | am wishing to make and put on theusual—

record is that, whilst we are agreeing to let Senator Hill—It's all right when it occurs
this official attend the court to give evidencepn your side.

of a formal or procedural nature, as that is Senator FAULKNER—Let me just finish

what is being sought by _<]2ne Or: tgeéhsenatorﬁ,]y sentence, if that is okay. It is very unusual
we are in no way—even It we had tne powet,. ,ne senator to sue another senator on

to do so, which | do not think we do— . ayers arising out of a senator performing

ag.ff.-‘le'”g to vtvr?lve p'rlr;](t?lplestqf pt?]rllamentar)énd undertaking his or her responsibilities in
Ip”V' ege "ﬁ eﬁ/ mlgb exis ('jr.‘f. de C%Tmt%r}elation to a Senate committee. | believe that
aw or as ey have been codimed Within th§g ha case, Senator Hill. If you believe it is

Parliamentary Privileges At 1987. 5t "y6, " can correct the record at a later
My interpretation of those privileges is thatstage.

the immunity prevents evidence of parlia- a0 is no doubt in this case that we have
mentary proceedings being used in any g aiion where a senator, properly perform-
substantive way in proceedings before the . his"role and responsibility as a senator
court or the tribunal, either to support ar,y member of this parliament, has been sued.
action or to provide a defence. It would be afq" maiter arises out of the operations and
intolerable situation if officials of the parlia- functions of a Senate committee. | do believe

ment were being called to help build a casg, "is"an unprecedented situation, and | do

for either_ the.plaintiff or the def.e_ndant. believe it is appropriate that that fact be
That situation would put officials of the placed on the record.

parliament in impossible positions, because Motion (by Senator Chris Evang agreed
they simply would not be able to carry on, .. y 9
their work in the future in a way we would "

expect of them. They would not be able t ing, who in 1994 was Secretary of the Senate

give advice to senators in a way we WO_UI elect Committee on ABC Management and Opera-
expect of them. It would inhibit their work in tjons, to give evidence at the hearing of the matter
such a way that the proceedings of the parliaf Alston v. Carrlisted for hearing in the County
ment, either in the Senate or through it€ourt at Melbourne on 12 August 1996 and
committees, would become unworkable. | putumbered M.C.9500490.

on the record that we expect parliamentary pays AND HOURS OF MEETING
privileges and the full conditions of the act to . )
continue, notwithstanding this motion. Motion (by Senator Kemp) agreed to:

That the days of meeting of the Senate after

Senator FAULKNER .(NeW South Wales— Friday, 28 June 1996, for the spring sittings 1996,
Leader of the Opposition in the Senate)—bye a5 follows:
leave—Senator Hill makes the point that this Tuesday 20 August to Thursday 22 August
is unprecedented. As far as | am aware, he is
right to say that it is unprecedented. It is also Monday 9 September to Thursday 12 September
unprecedented, of course, for one senator toMonday 16 September to Thursday 19 September
sue— Tuesday 8 October to Thursday 10 October

Senator Hill—I beg your pardon? Monday 14 October to Thursday 17 October

That the Senate gives permission for Mr Robert
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Monday 28 October to Thursday 31 October At the same time, very legitimate concern has been
Monday 4 November to Thursday 7 November€Xpressed by Aboriginal groups in both Queensland

and Tasmania, regarding the collection of blood by
Monday 25 November to Thursday 28 Novembehmerican interests. The blood, part of a collection

Monday 2 December to Thursday 5 Decembeifrom indigenous people around the world, will be
analysed for its genetic content. Under the law as
PATENTS AMENDMENT BILL 1996 it stands this genetic information and the genes on
: : which it is based may be patentable and therefore
) First Reading ) owned by commercial interests and exploited for
Motion (by Senator Stott Despojd agreed commercial purposes. The extraordinarily complex
to: and fundamental questions posed by these develop-
. ; ; ) ; ments, as well as their more practical consequences
anTg‘?:tt tthoe ;(ﬁqngmn?hg'"pg%ﬂfgoi%?efggoﬂ'ngo? are not well dealt with within the confines of patent
related DUrDOSES Hw. They should be excluded from patent law and
) purp ) ) dealt with elsewhere. It is this that the present bill
Motion (by Senator Stott Despojd agreed seeks to do.

to: o ) __ The case before the Federal Court illustrates several
That this bill may proceed without formalities of the dangers of the law as it stands. In 1987, Dr
and be now read a first time. Michael Houghton of Chiron Corporation isolated
Bill read a first time. a Hepatitis C virus. Chiron Corporation has claimed
very wide ranging patents over all aspects of
Second Reading Hepatitis C research and its applications; from the

virus itself to diagnostic kits used in its detection,
S_enator STOTT DESPOJ_A (South Aus- to the development of vaccines. It has restricted the
tralia) (10.15 a.m.)—I move: number of other companies and laboratories that it
That this bill be now read a second time. has licensed to three or four world wide. The effect
. this has been that many laboratories have
| seek _Ieave to ha\_/e the second readi scontinued work, or not begun work, on Hepatitis
speech incorporated iHansard C for fear of falling foul of Chiron’s patent. Many
Leave granted. eminent researchers have expressed the view that
The speech read as follows this has seriously limited the quality and variety of
. . : work on Hepatitis C and comparison is made with
The speed with which genetic technology hagork on the HIV virus in which no such limitation
galned enormous power has been both dramatic aMS or is in p|ace and a much |arger number of
extremely challenging. Yet around the worldahoratories are involved in research. This is highly
governments have failed to come to terms witkjgnificant as Hepatitis C may prove to be far more
these Cha”enges even thOUgh the influence of théﬁangerous to humanity than HIV. The small
technology over the destiny of all life on the planethumber of laboratories working on Hepatitis C is
including human life, poses very great potentiajherefore of great concern.
threats. Indeed, at a meeting late last year of the o )
par”amentary Amnesty Group, attended by &Of example, It |$ eStlmated that 150,000 Austral-
number in this chamber, Mr Justice Kirby, said héans are already infected with Hepatitis C and that
believed that the power of this technology, and als#lis number increases by 8-10,000 each year.
its potential threats, was greater than that of thApproximately 20% of these people will go on to
nuclear enterprise. develop life threatening liver disease including liver
At the intersection of this technology with Com_fallure and liver cancer. Like HIV, Hepatitis C has

merce lies the patents legislation, legislation whic long incubation period in which the infected

- : : - erson may suffer no ill health and yet may be
is grounded in a 400 year history but which draw: - ;

. g ; ssing the virus on to others. The costs, both
its present broad principles from the economics a man and economic. are very large and likely to
business arrangements that evolved in the 18th afjdh much larger. ylarg y
19th centuries. It is time we rethought how thi ger.

powerful technology can best be harnessed to ti&nce the original isolation of the virus by Chiron
long term benefit of all life rather than the sectionaln 1987, now called strain 1A, a number of other
interests of some present commercial enterprisestrains of the virus have been identified, approxi-
The matter is urgent. This very week a case beganately 12 in all. It is claimed that the diagnostic
in the Federal Court of Australia, the backgroundest developed by Chiron, and based on strain 1A,
to which underscores the failure of governments tfails to detect these other strains. Chiron contests
adequately legislate, and the outcome of which hakis claim. Another company, Murex Diagnostics,
very serious long term consequences for the welfateas independently developed tests based on other
of humanity. strains which it independently isolated. It claims its
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test is capable of detecting a wider range of strainthrough patenting and the consequent direction of
Chiron is challenging Murex, claiming that Murexmuch of the research. This broad range of people
is infringing Chiron’s comprehensive patent orhas been asking searching questions about the
Hepatitis C. Since the advent of the Murex diagmorality of owning life, and of research and
nostic kit the cost of Chiron’s diagnostic kit hasdevelopment in this area being driven primarily by
been reduced by 30%. the profit motive. There is also the broader question
This case illustrates several of the adverse cons@?0out whether information about the very basis of
quences of allowing the patenting of genes anf€ iS not the property of all humankind and not
naturally occurring sequences of genes includinff® exclusive property of a pharmaceutical company
whole living organisms. Research is directed® Share or withhold as it chooses.

toward those applications that appear most profiiat the Inter-Parliamentary Union meeting in
able rather than those for which the need is greatdadrid in April last year parliamentarians from 114
est, applications are then constrained to fit th@ational parliaments called for a prohibition on the
profit needs of the patent holder and costs to thgatenting of human genes. The resolution under-
consumer, in this case the patient, are high so asfined the ‘urgent need to ban the patenting of
recoup investment in research. human genes . (and) prohibit all financial gain

There are, in addition, much more fundamentdfom the human body or parts thereof, subject to
philosophical and moral reasons why the patentingxceptions provided for by law'. Australian parlia-
of genes, naturally occurring sequences of gend®entarians were a party to this resolution.

including whole naturally occurring living organ- Members of parliament from around the world were
isms should be excluded from the realm of patentefiecting the concern of their constituents to a very
ability. On one reading of the patent legislationjmportant issue. Very many people find it distaste-
these items are not patentable because naturafly that human body parts, including genes should
occurring things do not possess the gqualities qfe commodified and become merely articles of
either novelty or inventiveness. This bill seeks tqrade. The distaste springs from several sources.

make this quite explicit. . . .
d P irstly, there is the repugnance at the notion of

In 1995 the Labor government proposed amendyynership as such. This is based on and arises from

ments to the Patents Bill of 1989. When the latte) sense of respect of life and life processes. For the
legislation was debated my predecessor, Dr JohBjigious this has expressed itself as respect for
Coulter argued vigorously for genes and livingsoq's creation. Body parts, including genes are not

things not to be patentable. He sent the legislatiofke other materials to be owned and traded in the
to a committee of the Senate and despite strong ket place as common commodities.

representations in support of his amendments from . .
all the mainstream churches and conservatiopecondly, there is concern that the ownership and
groups as well as many others including scientisgommercial exploitation of humans and human
and ethicists, the amendments were defeated byParts is abhorrent to the principle of equity. Surely,
combined government and opposition vote. Thé is said, knowledge of ourselves should not
amending bill which the government introduced iPeécome the province of the ‘commercial in
1995, although designed merely to tidy up a fewgonfidence’ and access to both the parts and
loose ends, provided another opportunity to addre§g§owledge about the parts should not be deter-
the serious ethical and moral problems posed by tfeined by the ability to pay.

patenting of life. This bill has not been proceede@jentists have expressed more pragmatic concerns.
with and it is this reason | am |ntfodqcmg thesayill the patenting of genes and gene sequences
amendments as a private member’s bill. inhibit the free flow of information on which
Since the passage of the 1989 act, there has beggience and the advance of science ultimately
a growing and vigorous debate about certaidepends? Many scientists think it has and point to
aspects of patenting of genes and genetic informéhe legal wrangle that has arisen in relation to
tion. We see this debate coming to the fore in Ausslaims over the ownership of the gene content of
tralia in the Chiron vs Murex litigation in the Hepatitis C. As mentioned above this has caused
Federal Court and in the concern expressed Igther potential researchers in this area to vacate
Aboriginal groups over the patenting of their genesivork on hepatitis C, its diagnosis, treatment or cure
This bill provides an opportunity to advance ouffor fear of falling foul of the patents or of having
legislation in this area in line with developments irto pay royalties on their own research.

international thinking. The bill | move is both simple and self-evident.
A great many people around the world: scientistsfwo general principles involved in the patenting of
ethicists, religious leaders, politicians and ordinargomething are that the item being patented should
people have been troubled by rapid developmenpossess the properties of inventiveness and novelty.
in the field of genetic manipulation, the control ofit would seem to follow from this that something
much of this technology by commercial interestshat occurs spontaneously and naturally in nature
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cannot be patented. After all, every cell in our bodSimilarly the reading mechanism in each of the
ies is packed with the same DNA and the cells igells of these other organisms could read the
every other person’s body is packed with practicgenetic code in any of my cells. It is precisely this
ally identical DNA. With about 100 million cells commonality of language that makes genetic
in each human body and about 5 billion human beengineering possible; for example, the placing of
ings on the planet there are about (5 folthe gene for human insulin into a bacterium and the
lowed by 23 zeros) 500,000,000,000,000,000,00@roduction of human insulin by that bacterium. The
000 copies of human genes at any one time avalbacterium has no way of knowing that it is reading
able—hardly anything novel about that! a human gene and not one of its own genes! This
because the characters and words which describe
e structure of human insulin have the same

: i he characters and words which tell the
quality of novelty. Moreover these molecules occu aning as t : :
in nature. Genes and gene sequences occur natu geterium how to make one of its own proteins.
ly; they are in every respect like other naturallyHumans share perhaps 95% of their genes with
occurring molecules. Who ever thought that watechimpanzees. Only a small proportion of genes
or oxygen could be patentable? It should be seltode for uniquely human functions. The genes that
evident that naturally occurring molecules likecode for very basic or fundamental cellular func-
DNA which are so widespread in nature could notions have remained, often unchanged, throughout
posses the qualities of inventiveness or noveltyery long periods of evolutionary history.

The question of patenting should not logically aris hus most human genes could be found in a very

But it has and somehow some people have corl-: : h .
; e variety of other species. Certainly, very long
fused the process of extraction and use of the gen A sequences could be found in very diverse

with the genes themselves —perhaps deliberately ecies. It is for this reason that it is illogical to

perhaps because they did not understand tS ek to : .

prevent the patenting of human genes while
naturalness and the commonness of genes. allowing the patenting of genes from other species.
My bill seeks merely to make this point explicit solf the Senate is convinced that human genes should
that there can be no confusion in future. If carriechot be patentable then it must see that it follows
it would mean that genes or gene sequences coultat naturally occurring genes and gene sequences
not themselves be patented. However the proces$sam any source should not be patentable.

by which the genes are extracted from the cells, defence for the patenting of genes is often made

the processes by which the extracted genes -
' o : the ground that research will not be conducted
manipulated or the specific uses to which the gen ithout profit as a motive. Chiron, for example,

may be put, provided one or other of these showe aims that it would not have done the work on

the qualities of novelty and inventiveness in‘_|e ” . .

s patitis C without the protection of a patent at the
sufficient degree, would be patentable. end of the road if its work proved successful. This
Earlier, | pointed to the IPU Conference in Madriddefence is hollow. The money that pharmaceutical
in April last year. The resolution passed at th&eompanies invest in research ultimately comes from
conference referred to human genes and said thhe community via product charges. Whether that
human genes should not be patentable. My amenidivestment is made by commercial interests driven
ment refers to genes generally and not just humay the profit incentive, in this very sensitive area,
genes. One way of demonstrating the structurey whether it is made through publicly funded re-
nature and function of genes is as follows: search, directed by a broader range of consider-
Genes are the library of the cell. Every living cell@UONS 1S the question that needs to be clearly

contains the genes which carries the information tgpzvgﬁ;esd' gseenp:?élgglegggsdI?rilllﬂgilr?g E/I\q/ﬁoﬁgtﬁ\r;it%ngg

tell the cell precisely what to do, what to make rganisms, from specific and defined techniques for

and how to make it. Unlike human languages suc? - : . ;
; : : 2 2 nanipulating these materials, and allowing the
as English and Russian, which are written wit atter provides a solution to this dilemma.

different words using very different characters th
characters and words of the genetic library are thdot only is there support for legislation of this sort

same in every living cell from bacteria and plantsn the IPU but when former Senator John Coulter
right through to humans. | could not go into amoved similar amendments to the Patents Bill in
Russian or Japanese library and begin to read th©89 they were supported by all the mainstream
books. The characters and the words are veghurches and the national environment groups.

different from English.

It should be both morally repugnant and clearly
But the reading mechanism which reads the infordangerous to continue to allow the patenting of
mation in my genes in my cells could instantlygenes or gene sequences or the information con-
recognise and read the genetic information in thtined in genes or gene sequences and | commend
cell of a mouse, or a eucalypt or a mushroomhe Amending bill to the Senate.

The same could be said of the genes of oth
species. They are not novel; they do not possess
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Debate (on motion bySenator O’'Cheg made using genetic engineering. This is not good
adjourned. enough.

The Democrats have made repeated efforts in the
LABELLING OF GENETICALLY Senate to ensure there is more accurate labelling of
MANIPULATED AND OTHER FOODS products. This includes clear country of origin
BILL 1996 labelling, as well as information on what the food
contains and how it is produced.

First Reading | I dt te that the Parli t S
. .l am pleased to note that the Parliamentary Secre-
Motion (by Senator Woodley agreed t0: tary to the Minister for Health & Family Services,
That the following bill be introduced: a Bill for Senator Bob Woods, is holding a national forum in
an Act relating to labelling foods which are genetearly August to discuss the use of gene technology
ically manipulated, irradiated or functional and forand food production to identify guiding principles
related purposes. for adequate labelling of genetically modified

Motion (by Senator Woodley agreed to: 0°ds: _ N
That this bill may proceed without formalities The Democrats believe that the provisions con-
and be now read a first time. tained in this bill are a minimum required for

Bill read a first time. aQequatg labelling. _
It is straightforward and easy to implement propo-

Second Reading sals which will enable people to make a more

Senator WOODLEY (Queensland) (10.16 informed choice about the food they buy.
a.m.)—I| move: | urge the government to strongly consider agreeing
That this bill be now read a second time. to this bill as a simple way of addressing the

. Parliamentary Secretary, Senator Woods’ stated
| seek leave to have the second readingish for adequate labelling of genetically modified

speech incorporated iHansard foods.
Leave granted. Debate (on motion bySenator O'Cheg
The speech read as follows adjourned.

The purpose of this bill is to ensure that all food
which has been genetically modified is clearly
labelled as such.

. ) - . Mr Ray Lindwall
The use of genetic engineering in food production
is becoming more widespread. Senator MICHAEL BAUME (New South
The Australian Democrats do not necessarilyVales)—I seek the leave of the house to
support the genetic manipulation of food, but wecorrect an oversight of mine yesterday, and |
recognise that it is occurring and its use is likely tapologise to the whips all around for this. |
increase rapidly in the coming years. had given notice of a motion the day before
Cheese, tomatoes, potatoes and pork are just sojgsterday relating to the death of Mr Ray
of the foods where genetic manipulation is already jndwall.” | regret to say that, under pressure
oceurring. N _ ~ of business, I failed to seek approval for that
A survey in a recent edition of Choice magazingyotice of motion to be taken as formal, and it
indicated that of 20 brands of cheese surveyed,i& now no longer on the list. | wondered what
quarter of these involved genetic engineering 'Brocedures | could adopt to make certain that,

thei duction. . .
eif proguction . before the Senate rises, that motion could be
Another example is the use of a human geng?med_

sequence in pigs to produce leaner pork. The me
from these transgenic pigs was very nearly releasedThe ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT

CONDOLENCES

have had no way of distinguishing whether the por ;
they were buying came from these transgenic pig .GEk leave to move the motion.

The Democrats believe that consumers have access>e€nator MICHAEL BAUME —With the
to sufficient information to make an informedapproval of the whips, | seek leave to move
choice about the food they are buying. the motion of which | gave notice the day

Consumers are currently unable to easily ascertaiiefore yesterday relating to the death of Mr
whether or not the food they are buying has beeRay Lindwall.
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Senator Chris Evans—I| would like to The National Program, which is a joint Common-
indicate that | would be happy to agree tovealth-State and Territory funded initiative, pro-
Senator Baume’s request in due respect Yides mammographic screening for women aged 40

. . years and over, with a special attention given to
Ray Lindwall, who was obviously a grea omen aged 50-69 years - the age group most at

Austra"an and a gl’eat Cricketer. | W0u|d Jushsk of deve|0ping breast cancer.

like Senator _B_aume S assurance that there: afgte in the last Parliament, the Committee wrote to
not any additional paragraphs in the motioigommonwealth, State and Territory Governments
that refer to piggeries, the Prime Minister ofequesting information on the progress made in
any other such matters, as has sometimasplementing the recommendations contained in
been the case in notices of motion. the Committee’s report.

Senator MICHAEL BAUME —I can give The responses indicated that most of the Commit-

P . tee’s recommendations - which primarily addressed
mgar;t_;sesrurahné:eéacrrgasna)ééhelltel'; 'g nn?;[].tgeosgg atters related to access to screening services,
ni who 1| -bow ! ‘Workforce issues, the collection and dissemination

sion, but cricketers. of data and additional research needs - have, or are

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —| in the process of being, implemented.
do not believe there is any objection to yowvith regard to access to the Program, a national
formally moving the motion, so you may nowadvertising campalgntprort’rtwotlgg the Program and
i encouraging women to attend screening services
formally move the motion. was initiated in February 1995. In addition, all
Senator MICHAEL BAUME —I move: States and Territories have, or are in the process of,

That the Senate notes, with regret, the death §fiPlementing measures to improve access for
one of Australia’s greatest cricketing heroes, fagboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women,
bowler Mr Ray Lindwall, and conveys its sympathyWomen from non-English speaking backgrounds
to his family. and women living in rural and remote areas.

In respect of workforce issues, the States and

Question resolved in the affirmative. Territories regularly monitor the supply of radiogra-

phers and radiologists available to the National
COMMITTEES Program. The Commonwealth and the States have
Community Affairs References initiated a number of measures, including the
Committee provision of information packages and seminars, to
encourage the role of GPs in their recruitment and
Report support functions under the Program.

Senator COLSTON (Queensland)—I The Committee’s recommendations relating to data
present responses by Commonwealth, certagnllection and dissemination have also been
state and territory governments concernin lclire;s_sed. 'ZSLt‘ﬁS t(elatl!ng to l#nlfotpmltyl in data
: ; ; : ection and the timeliness of national cancer
!mﬁ)rl]emgntatlon (')tf rt;cf(f)mmeé]dfatlons corét:aln iNcidence reporting are currently being addressed
In the Lommunity airs reterences Om-rt\)(%i/ the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

|

mittee report on breast cancer screening afl conjunction with State and Territory cancer
treatment in Australia. In the interests ofegistries.

expediting the business of the Senate, | se@le need for additional research into breast cancer
leave to incorporate a short statement iRas also been recognised by the Commonwealth
relation to the document iklansard Government. Specific funding was provided in the
1994 budget for the establishment of the Kathleen
Leave granted. Cuningham Foundation for Breast Cancer Research.
The statement read as follows Ongoing funding for research into breast cancer
. will also be provided through the National Health
Report on Breast Cancer Screening and  5n4 Medical Research Council. In addition, the
Treatment - Responses by Commonwealth, StaiQational Breast Cancer Centre, established in June
and Territory Governments 1995, will develop guidelines and information
In June 1994, the Committee tabled its repofprograms for the medical profession and the public
entitledBreast Cancer Screening and Treatment it? translate research findings into improved treat-
Australia The report examined the effectiveness off€nt and care for women with breast cancer.
the National Program for the Early Detection ofOn behalf of the Committee, | thank the Common-
Breast Cancer and made certain recommendationgalth, State and Territory Governments for
for improving the effectiveness of that Programforwarding their detailed responses and, with the
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concurrence of the Senate, | table those respondesmer Committee on the basis of evidence it
for the information of honourable Senators. sought and received.

Rural and Regional Affairs and In the period covered by this report the Auditor-

Transport References Committee General presented 75 audit reports. A good number
of them have already been reviewed by parlia-

Report mentary committees. During the last Parliament the

JCPA tabled 5 reports which reviewed or com-

Senator WOODLEY (Queensland).—l mented on reportspof the Auditor-General. These
present the report of the Rural and Regionglere-

Affairs and Transport References Committee

on a matter concerning value adding in

agricultural production, which was referred to

the committee during the previous parliament. Report 333, on the sale of Aussat;
Ordered that the report be adopted. . Report 338, on accrual reporting and accounting;
Publications Committee . Report 340, on cash manfag_)eme_nt; and -
R . Report 341, on the administration of specific
eport purpose payments (or tied grants).
Senator SANDY MACDONALD (New In addition, 10 other audit reports were referred to

South Wales)—I present the first report of th@nd considered by other parliamentary committees.
Standing Committee on Publications.

Report 332, on the operation of the Australian
Government Credit Card system;

In Report 344, which | have just tabled, the Com-

Ordered that the report be adopted. mittee comments on the most significant issues

. . emerging from those audit reports which have not

Public Accounts Committee previously been considered by the JCPA or by
Report other parliamentary committees.

Senator MICHAEL BAUME (New South In the majority of cases, agencies which were the
Wales)—On behalf of the Joint Committee c)iubject of audit findings in the years under review

; ave responded positively and promptly to the
Public Accounts, | present report no. 344, qitor-General's recommendations. There are,

entitledA continuing focus on accountability: however, some cases where action has not been
review of the Auditor-General’s reports 1993+taken to correct management failures or where
94 and 1994-95] move: performance can be further improved. It is these

That the Senate take note of the report. cases which are referred to in Report 344.

; ; . : The report contains five recommendations for
Question resolved in the affirmative. further action. The recommendations are directed

Senator MICHAEL BAUME —I seek to:
leave to incorporate my tabling speech in {he pepartment of Employment, Education,

Hansard Training and Youth Affairs, in relation to any
new program developed to replace the former

Leave granted. National Priority (Reserve) Fund—which provid-
The speech read as follows ed funding to educational institutions for man-

As you will know Mr President, the JCPA has a agement improvement projects;

statutory responsibility to examine all reports of the the Australian Taxation Office, in relation to
Auditor-General which are tabled in the Parliament. \york it has underway to identify the true cost of
The report | have just tabled—Report 344—is the its review and litigation activities;

latest report produced by the JCPA in fulfilment of 1 e Department of Health and Family Ser-

that responsibility. It is the result of the \ices in relation to its program of validating
Committee’s examination of the audit reports which nursing home funding: and

were tabled in the financial years 1993-94 and _ )
1994-95. . to the Department of Defence in relation to two
| should make clear at the outset that this report is aspects of its procedures for managing defence

largely the work of the former JCPA—the Commit- procurement contracts.

tee established in the last Parliament under thEhe latter two are the most significant of these
chairmanship of the former Member for Oxley, Mrrecommendations and | would like to outline briefly
Les Scott. Although the current Committee hashe reasons behind the Committee’s recommenda-
approved the report, the report was prepared by thiens.
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Turning first to the nursing home validationIn the report the Committee argues that the quality
program administered by the Department of Healtbf external scrutiny of major defence contracts
and Family Services. would be enhanced if the Australian National Audit

The validation of nursing home payments is afffice were allowed access to the costing and
important part of the accountability framework forPricing records of defence contractors. This is a
nursing homes. It provides an assurance th@@sition which the Committee first argued in

Commonwealth monies have been disbursed fRePOrt 337, in relation to the contractual arrange-
accordance with the agreed funding arrangemerﬁﬁ”ts for the new submarine project, and which the
for nursing homes. AO has supported.

For some years now the Department of Health had'e Department of Defence has in the past rejected
been endeavouring to clear a substantial backlog {Rese calls, asserting that such access would:

its \_/alidationhpro&_g;]rdaona. A%ice received during éhe come at a cost premium for the Commonwealth;
review was that validations were outstanding ., : " s
in mid-1994. The Department has repeatedly given ::)srkrglgglgzgraen%f commercially sensitive contrac
assurances to Parliament that it has action in hand T
to complete all outstanding validations by the end add to the time taken to complete defence
of 1996-97. The latest advice in this regard was Projects.

given to the Committee in a submission dated §he Committee is not persuaded that these objec-
January 1996. tions are necessarily valid and, in any event, that
However, advice from the Australian Nationalthey outweigh the potential benefits of allowing
Audit Office indicates that there is a substantiaRNAO access. The Committee stands by the views
risk that the Department will not complete itsexpressed in Report 337 that:

validation program by the end of 1996-97 and will (a) it is not unreasonable to require contractors

not recover significant sums of money owing to the involved in major projects to provide accu-
Commonwealth. rate and complete information in support of
The Department claims a continuing commitment quotes and claims; and

to completing all outstanding validations and the (b) it is not unreasonable that the Auditor-
ANAO has acknowledged that there have been General be able to verify those claims
substantial improvements in the management and through access to contractor records.

administration of the validation program. The

Committee is encouraged by the priority bein pparently unusual payment patterns to contractors
given to the .program. _.involved in the Jindalee Operational Radar Network

The Committee also acknowledges that 't_laroject does not reassure me that the Common-
appropriate for the Department to adopt a riskyealth’s interests are well protected by the current

management approach in undertaking the validgrrangements.

tions. The cost of eliminating risk entirely would
almost certainly be prohibitive, and prudent risk
will of course need to be taken in order to clear th
backlog in a cost-effective manner.

u
However, given the concerns raised by the ANAO,
the Committee believes it is appropriate, at thi desk ew' wh - ked t
point in time, for the Department to provide the @€SK Teéview whereé agencies weré asked 1o

ovide written submissions to the Committee.

Parliament with a complete, clear and unambigum%}ese desk reviews resulted in_compendium
tatement of the strat it is employing to achiev . -
saremert o the strategy 1t 's empioying 1o actie reports, like the report | have just tabled.

its goal of clearing the backlog by the end of 1996
97. The Committee has made a lengthy recommefhe Committee considers that the timeliness and
dation to this effect. effectiveness of its services would be enhanced if
| should make it clear that the Committee is notnStéad of conducting ‘desk reviews’, it conducted
commenting on the policy behind the validatiorPublic hearings every three months to examine the
program, nor is it encouraging the Department t ndings of significant audit reports tabled in the
‘get tough’ with nursing homes. We are merelyPr€Vious quarter.

seeking to ensure that the Department is held to itdnder these new procedures, witnesses from the
promises and clearly explains the risk managemeAustralian National Audit Office and from each
strategies it is employing to achieve the targets audited agency will be called to give evidence on
has set. the nature and appropriateness of the audit findings
| would also like to highlight the Committee’s @nd of the responses from audited agencies.
comments on external scrutiny of major defencés well as increasing the initial impact of audit
contracts. reports and resulting in more timely and effective

ast week’s revelations about the delays and

n concluding, Mr President, | would like to advise

e Senate that the JCPA has recently decided to
Cchange the focus of its audit report review proced-
res.

the past most audit reports were subject to a
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parliamentary scrutiny of audit reports, these newhe second Finance Minute contains responses to
processes will strengthen the Auditor-General’d2 of the 15 recommendations containedRieport
hand in any follow-up audits. The Auditor-General337, A Focus on Accountability: Review of Auditor-
will be able to test the future performance ofGeneral's Reports 1992-93he remaining three
agencies against commitments given to the Comecommendations were directed to the Australian
mittee at these public hearings. National Audit Office, which has responded

These new procedures are confirmation of theeparately.

JCPA’s commitment to ensuring that the communiReport 337 contained a series of minor recommen-
ty receives full value from the work of the Auditor- dations in relation to:

General. _ _ the work of the Health Insurance Commission in
|T1Ina||y, Mrlpreildem, I't\:voulid |IKT>1 tOCthank_ all  combatting Medicare fraud and overservicing;
those people who contributed to the Committee’s ; - ; ;
review of the 1993-94 and 1994-95 audit reports: E)het\r/%hf]%tilgp ggglu tBs,é%r:g!ngn%ompensatlon claims
people who prepared submissions; and people who Y C ’ ] )
gave evidence at public hearings. . verification of payments to childcare providers
| commend the report to the Senate. for JET participants requiring childcare,

. . all of which were accepted by the relevant agen-
Public Accounts Committee cies.

Reports The most significant recommendations in the report

Senator MICHAEL BAUME (New South were the nine recommendations dealing with the

. __management by the Department of Defence of the
Wales)—I suggest that the next three motionge\, submarine project. Some of these recommen-

be taken as one, if that is acceptable. dations were agreed to while others were rejected.
On behalf of the Joint Committee of Publiclt is interesting to note that a number of the themes
Accounts, | present Finance minute in reln the Committee’s report (such as, the quantum

i t 34 ax | f t and timing of advance payments to contractors; the
Sponse 1o repor ,ax law Improvement. rocoyery of advance payments which have not been

A, Finance minute in response to report 33%sed in accordance with the contract; the assess-
Focus on accountability: review of Auditor-ment and management of opportunity costs; and
General’'s reports 1992-93and Finance allowing ANAO access to contractor pricing

minute in response to report 340ash mat- records) also feature in the recent audit report on

ters: cash management in the Commonwealtﬁ'e management of the Jindalee Operational Radar
[ méve' etwork (JORN) project.

The Committee is keen to explore these issues
That the Senate take note of the documents. further in relation to the JORN project and will be

Question resolved in the affirmative. holding hearings on the matter over the next few

Senator MICHAEL BAUME —I seek Months _ _
leave to incorporate my tabling speech i he last of the Finance Minutes concerns the
Hansard ommittee’s Report 340, Cash Matters: Cash
Management in the Commonwealth

Leave granted. The Finance Minute, which was prepared mostly by
The speech read as follows the Departments of Finance and the Treasury, is

Mr President, the documents | have just table§Ulté critical of the Committee’s report.

represent the responses from Executive agenciesNevertheless, Mr President , it is worth noting that
three recent reports from the Joint Committee dhere are a number of recommendations in the
Public Accounts. report which have been accepted—I cite two

The first is a brief but positive response to a repofeX@mpIes:

which examined the early work of the Tax Law first, that all agencies will from now on create
Improvement Project (TLIP) in rewriting the and maintain their own registers of all the bank
Income Tax Assessment Act 1936. accounts they operate (the Committee had found

The report contained two recommendations—one that are there were in excess of 2 000 bank

directed to TLIP (about a preferred approach to &ccounts operated by Commonwealth agencies
delivering rewritten tax law to the Parliament) and 2nd that many agencies had inadequate records
the other to the Treasury (calling on Treasury to Of the existence of these accounts, or of the

improve its consultative processes in relation to @mount of money held in them); and

developing and considering tax policy issues). The secondly, that the Department of Finance, the

recommendations were accepted by both agenciesAustralian Taxation Office and the Reserve Bank
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will expedite the development of agency banking As part of the 1995/96 budget, changes were

arrangements with Australia Post to allow tax announced that addressed another 8 of the

receipts to be credited with the Reserve Bank on Committee’s recommendations.

the day of deposit. The Government is currently examining the
The Treasury has also reported that it has commis-outstanding recommendations from the Commit-
sioned a consultancy to examine options for tee’s report. Most of these recommendations
institutional and resourcing arrangements for the have significant budgetary or policy implications.
Commonwealth’s debt management function, Some recommendations will be addressed in the
including aspects of Treasury’'s current cash context of the 1996/97 budget. The Government
management operation. This appears to be inwill table a final response to all outstanding
response to a suggestion from the Committee thatrecommendations in 1997.

the scope for contracting out the cash managemeginding and administration of the Family Court
function be examined. of Australia

these Finance Minutes closely (particularly the completed and tabled shortly.

response to the cash management report) and {
necessary and appropriate will report to the Parliagelsg')a‘m LAND FUND MATTERS (Senate

ment on any issues which require further action.
Report

Outstanding Government Responses The government response is expected to be
Report: Government Response tabled shortly.

Senator KEMP (Victoria—Manager of COMMUNITY AFFAIRS REFERENCES

Government Business in the Senate) (10.22sychotherapeutic medication in Australia
a.m.)—I table the government’s response to The Government is currently finalising its
the President’s report of 30 November 1995 response and it will be tabled at the earliest
on outstanding government responses toPossible date.

parliamentary committee reports. | seek leavéhe tobacco industry and the costs of tobacco

to have the document incorporatedHians- related iliness

ard and to move a motion in relation to the The government response has been delayed due

response. to the need for the response to reflect the policy

views of the new Federal Government. The

Leave granted. response will be tabled at the earliest possible
The document read as follows

date.
AIRCRAFT NOISE IN SYDNEY (Senate Selecty COMMUNITY STANDARDS RELEVANT TO
Falling on deaf ears?

THE SUPPLY OF SERVICES UTILISING
ELECTRONIC TECHNOLOGIES (Senate
The government response is expected to Heelect)
tabled in the 1996 Spring Sittings. Overseas sourced audiotex services, video and
BROADCASTING OF PARLIAMENTARY computer games, R-rated material on pay TV
PROCEEDINGS (Joint Statutory) The Government is finalising its position on

Radio and television broadcasting of Parlia-
mentary proceedings
The government response is expected to
tabled shortly.
CERTAIN FAMILY LAW ISSUES (Joint
Select)

Child support scheme—operation and effective-
ness of the scheme

On 29 March 1995, an interim response wa

tabled.

administration of the Child Support Scheme.

these matters and will respond as soon as pos-
sible.

d&-rated material on pay TV—Part 1

Many of the matters raised by the Committee are
now also being considered by the Committee of
Ministers on the Portrayal of Violence. A re-
sponse is being deferred pending the outcome of
this Committee’s investigations.

tatus report on R-rated material on pay TV,
egulation of bulletin board systems, codes of
practice in the television industry
This response dealt with the 53 recommendations

in the Committee’s report that related to the

The only outstanding matter concerning this
report relates to Paragraph 47 and concerns the
application of the Legislative Instruments Bill to

These recommendations had no budgetary, legisla-Australian Broadcasting Authority standards and

tive or policy implications.

television industry codes of practice. Legal
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advice has been sought on this matter and it ELECTORAL MATTERS (Joint Standing)
expected to be finalised shortly. Electoral Redistributions—Report:

Report on the effectiveness and appropriateness
of the redistribution provisions of part Ill and
The Government is finalising its position onlV of the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918

these matters and will respond as soon as pos-The government response is currently under

Regulation of computer on-line services—Part
2

sible. preparation and will be tabled as soon as pos-
Operations of codes of practice in the television sible.
industry—Part 1 EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION AND TRAIN-

Many of the matters raised by the Committee arlNG .RE.FERENCES

now also being considered by the Committee dhquiry into Austudy

Ministers on the Portrayal of Violence. A ré-  Tpe government response is expected to be
sponse is being deferred pending the outcome of i5pjed after the budget

this Committee’s investigations. '

. Inquiry into long term unemployment
CORPORATIONS AND SECURITIES (Joint :
Statutory) The government response will be tabled as soon

h | fh | as possible.

Report on the annual reports of the Australian P . :

Securities Commission and other bodies 1993- "duify into the sale of Bond Ur.nversny

1994 The government response is expected to be

P . | hortly.
The Government is finalising its response and it tabled shortly

will be tabled at the earliest possible date. K‘qtlrlliVY_tintO the Australian National Training
uthority

R ~ The government response is expected to be
The Government is finalising its response and it tabled shortly.

will be tabled at the earliest possible date. ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION, COMMUNI-

Report on derivatives

Section 1316 of the Corporations Law CATIONS AND THE ARTS LEGISLATION
A response is currently under consideration bjreview of annual reports: 1993-94 annual
the Government. reports tabled in the Senate November 1994 to
June 1995
ECONOMICS REFERENCES . S
o o The Government is considering the recommenda-
CSIRO—the case for revitalisation—administra- tion outlined in paragraphs 3.7 and 3.8 of the
tion and funding of rural research report. It is expected that the final Government
The government response is expected to be'®€Sponse will be tabled in the 1996 Spring
tabled shortly. Sittings.

ENVIRONMENT, RECREATION, COMMUNI-
CATIONS AND THE ARTS REFERENCES

. L . ._Soccer—First report
A possible response is still under consideration P

A question of balance—The tax treatment of
small business

by the Government. Soccer—Second report
Connecting you now—Telecommunications The Minister for Sport, Territories and Local
towards the year 2000 Government is currently considering the govern-

ment response to the two reports on the adminis-
The Government is finalising its position on tration of soccer in Australia. It is expected that
these matters and will respond as soon as pos-the government response will be tabled during
sible. the 1996 Spring Sittings of Parliament.

Eastlink—The interconnection of NSW and Arts education

Queensland electricity grids with a high voltage The government response is expected to be
powerline tabled shortly.

The government response to the Senate EConogiNANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
ics References Committee inquiry into Eastlink EGISLATION

is currently being finalised. It is anticipated that

the final Commonwealth response will be tabledtnnual reports tabled January 1995—June 1995

by the end of June 1996, or the earliest possible The government response is expected to be
time thereafter. tabled shortly.
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FINANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Sourcesit has become clear to the Government
REFERENCES that the report raises issues concerning other
Property management in the Australian Public ~ aspects of the Committee’s terms of reference
Service apart from journalists’ privilege. A comprehen-

sive Government response should await comple-
tion by the Committee of its Inquiry, at least in
respect of those other terms of references.

The Government expects to table its response in
the 1996 Spring Sittings following a full review

of property arrangements in DAS. This will enable a properly balanced response to be
is Wi
Proposed Sale of ANL Ltd made by the Govgrnpner%;. P

A response to the Committee’s report is currentl )
being considered. )'LIJIEOGI\'IA\L AND CONSTITUTIONAL LEGISLA

Service dellvgry by thg Australlan Public Serylce_ Crimes Amendment (Controlled Operations) Bill
The delay in providing this report for tabling is 1995

to allow the Department of Finance time to . . - .
adequately consult with departments affected drpln|strzatt|veB?|e>(1:|S)Sé%ns (Effect of International
the recommendations of the report. The Goverr{nStruments) Bi
ment is currently considering a response to thBankruptcy Legislation Amendment Bill 1995
Committee’s report and it will be tabled at thecrimes Amendment (Forensic Procedures) Bill
earliest possible time. 1995

FOREIGN AFFAIRS, DEFENCE AND TRADE

(Joint Standing) A government response to the above Legal and

Constitutional Legislation Committee reports is

Visit to Thailand and Laos no longer required as the Bills lapsed upon
No response required. prorogation of the previous Parliament.
Exercise Kangaroo 95 LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL REFER-
The government response was tabled in thgNCES o
Senate on 20 June 1996. Payment of a minister’s legal costs—Terms of

reference, paragraphs (a) to (e) and (h)

Officer education:
The military after next The Coalition consistently voiced its opposition
. to the previous Government's proposed use of
The government response was tabled in the commonwealth funds to pay Dr Lawrence'’s

Senate on 17 June 1996. legal costs in relation to the Marks Royal Com-
Human rights and progress towards democracy  mission. Ultimately, the former Government
in Burma accepted limitations to its proposal. Those

The Government is finalising a response to the limitations are reflected in Appropriation Act
report and will be tabled at the earliest possible (NO: 4) 1995-96 (Division 807.02 and section 4)
date. which contains a single line appropriation as

recommended by the Senate Committee.

In the circumstances, no further response is
required by the present Government.

Australia’s relations with Thailand

The Government is finalising a response to the
report and this will be tabled at the earliest

possible date. Trick or Treaty?
Bosnia: Commonwealth power to make and implement
treaties

Australia’s response

The Government is finalising a response to the ghe ?overgmMent {gss)%onse was tabled in the
report and this will be tabled at the earliest “€N&t€ On 2 May :
possible date. MIGRATION (Joint Standing)

LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS Australia’s visa system for visitors

(Senate Standing) _ _ _ The government response is expected to be
Off the record—shield laws for journalists’ tabled shortly.

confidential sources NATIONAL CAPITAL AND EXTERNAL
In considering the first report of the Senate LegarERRITORIES (Joint Standing)
and Constitutional References Committee (the
Senate Standing Committee on Legal and ans{?;lraﬁ Ar_nentlzlmenf[ I\llo. |14 (Broadacre Areas) to
tutional Affairs) in its Inquiry into the Rights and & National Capital Plan
Obligations of the Media, entitle®ff the Re- While the Committee recommended that the
cord: Shield Laws for Journalists’ Confidential amendment not be agreed to in its original form,
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it recommended that the amendment proceddanaging people in the Australian Public
subject to certain modifications. Service: dilemmas of devolution and diversity

A dissenting report by five Committee members The recommendations of the report have largely
formed part of the report. The dissenting mem- been implemented or overtaken by recent initia-
bers recommended that the amendment astives, in particular, the announcement on 21 June
originally proposed not be approved and that it 1996 by the Minister for Industrial Relations, the
not be approved in the modified form recom- Hon Peter Reith, of a consultation process to
mended by the Committee in whole. The dissent- develop a reform package for the Australian
ing members made other recommendations for Public Service. The Government does not intend
action by the ACT Government. to provide any further response to the report.

The National Capital Planning Authority hasFinancial reporting of the Commonwealth:
sought advice from the ACT Government 0rq\ards greater transparency and accountabili-
assist in establishing the Commonwealth positioHI
on the matter with particular regard to the . o .
dissenting report. The ACT Government has not The Government is currently considering its
yet advised its position. The government re- response to the fiscal responsibility legislation
sponse will be finalised for tabling following recommendations of Report 341 in the context of

consideration of the ACT Government’s advice Work on implementation of the Government’s

when this is received. Charter of Budget Honesty.
NATIONAL CRIME AUTHORITY (Joint, RURAL AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS AND
Statutory) TRANSPORT REFERENCES
Organised criminal paedophile activity Impact of assets tests on farming families access

. . . to Social Security and AUSTUDY:
The Government is conscious of the importance ) )
and topicality of this issue and will be respondSECOHd report—Social Security assets tests
ing to the recommendations contained in the The Government response is under consideration
report in the near future. Further, it has already and is expected to be tabled shortly.
referred some of the recommendations to th
Australasian Police Ministers’ Council as sug-gUPERANNUATlo_N (Senate Select)
gested by the report. However, a formal responsguper guarantee—its track record

to the report has been deferred pending theyper and broken work patterns

finalisation of a strategic assessment of paedo- is finalisi h
phile activity by the National Crime Authority. 1 he Government is finalising a response to the
complex policy issues raised by these two

PARLIAMENTARY ZONE (Joint Statutory) reports, which” will be tabled at the earliest
Future of the old Parliament House possible date.
Recommendation 1 Senator KEMP—I move:

Response : The Government does not intend to That the Senate take note of the document.

adopt this rec ommendation. Question resolved in the affirmative.
Recommendation 2

Response: Agreed. BILLS RETURNED FROM THE
Recommendation 3 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Response: As the Joint Standing Committee has The following bills were returned from the
not been re-established, this recommendation hktouse of Representatives without amendment:

been overtaken by eve_nts. Australian Federal Police Amendment Bill 1996.
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS (Joint Statutory) Crimes Amendment (Controlled Operations) Bill
JCPA Reports 1996

As a matter of general practice this explanatory

schedule does not include reports from the Joint COMMITTEES

Committee of Public Accounts. Reports that Membership

address administrative matters are usually re-
sponded to in the form of Finance Minutes. The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT

These are normally provided to the Committe¢Senator Calvert)}—| have received letters
WlthltnhSlX T%?tgs l;)f tthhe taé)hng QItthe F\;EVF;]OFI aTﬁfrom party leaders seeking variations to the
are then tabled by the Committee. Where ; ;

Committee has made policy recommendationg"?emb_erShIp of committees.

the Government normally provides a response. Motion (by Senator Kemp) agreed to:
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That senators be discharged from and appointétiiblic Accounts—Joint Statutory Committee—

to comn‘ntt_ees as fOIIOWS:_ _ ~ Appointed: Senator lan Macdonald from 1 July
Appropriations and Staffing—Standing Commit- 1996

tee—
. . Discharged: Senator Baume from 1 July 1996
Appointed: Senator MacGibbon from 1 July 1996 g y
Publications—Standing Committee—
Appointed: Senator Gibbs from 1 July 1996

Discharged: Senator Neal from 1 July 1996

Discharged: Senator Ferris
Community Affairs Legislation Committee—

Participating member: Senator Mackay
Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legisla-
tion and References Committee—

Participating members: Senators Allison, Bourne
and Stott Despoja for the committee’s inquiry
into the Workplace Relations and Other Legisla- Membership

tion Amendment Bill 1996
Substitute members: The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —I
: have received a letter from the Leader of the
(@) Senator Cooney to replace SenatoGovernment in the Senate nominating Senator
Mackay on 29 July and 30 July 1996 Faulkner to replace Senator Reid as the
(b) Senators to replace Senator Bishop for the€hate nominee on the Advisory Council on
committee’s inquiry into the Workplace the Australian Archives.

Relations and Other Legislation Amend- potion (by Senator Kemp—by leave—

Economics References Committee—

Participating member: Senator West.

ment Bill 1996, as follows: agreed to:

(i) from 1 July, Senator Sherry That, in accordance with the provisions of the
(i) from 9 July, Senator Forshaw Archives Act 1983, the Senate elect Senator
Faulkner to be a member of the Advisory Council
(iii) from 17 July, Senator Murphy on Australian Archives for a period of 3 years on
(iv) from 26 July, Senator Sherry and from 27 June 1996.

Employment, Education and Training Legislation ORDER OF BUSINESS

Committee—

Participating member: Senator Mackay Postponement

Substitute member: Senator McGauran to replace ; .
Senator Troeth from 12 July to 12 August 1996 Motion by Senator Kemp) agreed to:

Environment, Recreation, Communications and th 3 > : A
f relating to the consideration of the Migration

Arts L.eglsla_ltlon commitiee— Legislation Amendment Bill (No. 2) 1996, be post-
Participating members: Senators Crane, Fergus@@ned till a later hour.

and Kemp Senator KEMP (Victoria—Manager of

Environment, Recreation, Communications and thGovernment Business in the Senate) (10.26

Arts References Committee— a.m.)—I seek leave to make a short statement.
Participating member: Senator West for the L ted
committee’s inquiry into the Telstra (Dilution of ~-€aVve granted.

That government business notice of motion No.

Public Ownership) Bill 1996 Senator KEMP—I wish to make it clear to
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade—Joint Standthe Senate that the government intends to
ing Committee— proceed with this exemption but that we have

Appointed: Senator Sandy Macdonald from been requested by a non-government party to

July 1996 postpone consideration of this motion for not
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Referencel®nger than an hour. We will be bringing this
Committee— motion back onto thdéNotice Paperfor it to

Substitute members: Senators Coonan arRf finally determined. That is the understand-
Boswell to replace Senators Troeth and Ellisoing we have reached with the Labor Party on
from 1 July to 20 August 1996 this matter.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS (CARRIER mounting. Let me give a couple of examples.
LICENCE FEES) AMENDMENT BILL The first is that in 1994, a CSIRO report

1996 found that the possible adverse effects on

human health of exposure to radiofrequency

Second Reading and microwave electromagnetic fields and

Debate resumed from 30 May, on motiorfadiation are of public concern. Secondly, in
by Senator Kemp Sydney last year a study by Dr Bruce Hock-

ing found that within four kilometres of a
television tower in a residential area rates of
Senator CHRIS EVANS (Western Austral- ¢pjjqhood leukaemia were 60 per cent higher

ia) (10.27 a.m.)—On behalf of the Labor 0Py in another area away from the tower, and
osition | indicate that we have no objection tm

That this bill be now read a second time.

the bill before the Senate. Senator Schac ortte;]lityhrates from the illness were 100 per
unfortunately has an engagement outside then . 'g e.r.
parliament and will not be here for the debate, Thirdly, in the USA, Motorola has devel-

He sends his apologies. He asked me, on Hp€d a policy of not siting radio antennas on
behalf, to indicate that we will not be opposSchool property because of growing public
ing the bill. opposition. Moreover, after it was suggested

Senator BOURNE (New South Wales) that a person’s head can absorb as much as 60

; er cent of the radiation emitted from a
(b{a(lji.ezvz Eiit.rg-)a_pgrgprgl::t;glrleltﬂeDgcgnrr?r%?r:— obile phone, Motorola made the extraordi-

ith to full it ibution to the "2 announcement that users should not
wealth 1o fully recover Its contribution 10 the harate mopile phones close to their heads

International Telecommunications Union from,qcause it was not using power in an ‘effi-
carriers, and to do so by increasing annu@tant manner

carrier licence fees by about $0.9 million in . . .
1996-97 as the government has proposed,On 3 June this year, a group of international

with each carrier contributing in accordance¢ientists issued a warning on BBC television
with their share of timed traffic. in the UK about the health dangers posed by

mobile phones. Finally, in last November’'s
ew Scientistit was reported that millions of
eople may face an increased risk of cancer

We would like to state, however, that th
payment of carrier licence fees provides aE

excellent vehicle for raising funds for research degenerative diseases because they are
into the health and safety concerns about elegyhosed to electromagnetic radiation from
tromagnetic radiation. Presently, there |S£

e . ower lines and household electrical applian-
significantly less than optimal amount of suc

: es. Ross Adey, Chair of the US Govern-
research being conducted. In June 1994, Do s National Council on Radiation Protec-

Barnett from the Ultrasonics Laboratory of thg;, "is re : : ‘
L . . , ported as stating that there is now ‘a
CSIRO Division of Radiophysics wrote 8powerful body of impressive evidence’ to

comprehensive report entitle§itatus of the suggest that very low exposures to EMFs has
research on the biological effects and safety, e long-term effects on human health. A
of electromagnetic radiationn which he ' '

states that research on biological effects ar]r ?]?Srttﬁgeﬁﬁa?gglsoyo;hae ﬁf%gg: \é\:‘h;)cgrtmggt_

development of safety standards always lagy,gies on the health impacts of weak EMFs
ged many years behind technological deve Says:
opment,. due to IIm.Ited availability of fund"—.]g'These findings appear to warrant a substantive
The simple fact is that the telecommunicanational commitment to further research, and the
tions industry is under no obligation to con-serious attention of regulatory agencies and of the
duct research into the health effects of itgeneral public.
rapidly developing technology. Nor is thelt is true that this evidence is not conclusive.
government spending any of the considerabléis speculative. We do not know for certain
funds it raises from the industry on such rewhether electromagnetic radiation causes
search. Concern over the possible effects eancer. The problem is that we have thrown
electromagnetic radiation is continuallyourselves forward into an epoch of rapid
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technological change without adequatelglectromagnetic energy public health issues to
assessing the impact. The reasonable patheisamine and advise on the adequacy of health
to traverse a policy gap between the scarexposure standards, compliance procedures
mongering Luddites and those who believe iand national and international research find-
technological advancement at any pricangs. The committee is also tasked with
Neither of those leads to genuine progress.consulting and providing information to the
The point is that we cannot and should ngpublic. The committee consists of representa-
feel confident until sufficient research is beind'VeS from the Department of Communications
conducted. We need to ensure that an afhd the Arts, the Department of Health and

equate level of research is conducted ifaMily Services, the Spectrum Management

; ; oo Agency, Austel, the Australian Radiation
Qufﬁ;alé?bwﬁﬁ%%S;h(;nrcéggaor%ngitrqg)uctg)nl__aboratories, the Therapeutic Goods Adminis-
ducted in other countries. For that reason tHgation and the CSIRO.

Democrats would like to move an amendment The government is also participating in the
to the motion for the second reading of thisvorld Health Organisation’s international
bill. I move: electromagnetic field project which com-
At the end of the motion, add *, but the Senate ighenced this year. The project will establish
of the opinion that the Government should set asid@ database on research literature, scientists
a proportion of the fees it collects to establish aand projects; publish interim reports on
Australian fund for research"into the health effectsubstantiated important findings as soon as
of electromagnetic radiation”. possible; prepare detailed international scien-
Senator ALSTON (Victoria—Minister for tific reviews and guidance documents, includ-
Communications and the Arts) (10.32 p.m.)—ing on radiofrequency fields, risk communica-
| understand | am closing the debate on thigon and management and public and occupa-
Telecommunications (Carrier Licence Feedjonal health policy; and publish information
Amendment Bill. | will briefly respond to the brochures.

concerns that Senator Bourne has expressedype goyernment considers that the informa-
| start by welcoming the indications that alli, “gained through participating in  this
parties in the Senate will support the bill iiytermational project will add substantially to
its present form. Senator Bourne would likg, present knowledge of the EME health
to go further. | understand that there ar@gects issue, enabling decisions and actions
continuing community concerns about gy he hased on substantiated scientific know-
effect of electromagnetic radiation. These ar dge drawn from a worldwide base. The
clearly the responsibility of government anqyqyernment is currently examining the scope
others to investigate as seriously and &pr fyrther research into the EME public
comprehensively as possible. health issue to be undertaken in Australia,

| suppose the difficulty we have withincluding options for a research program and
making this a responsibility of the carriers igdisseminating information to the public.
that the carriers are not the only users of theowever, as | have indicated, this examin-
radiofrequency spectrum. Any proposalation is entirely separate from the proposed
therefore, to make them solely responsible fararrier licence fee increase to cover Austra-
carriage of the health issue would be inequiia’s contribution to the ITU.

table. Electromagnetic energy health concerns, simply conclude by saying that we do not
of some members of the community relate Bhink it is appropriate in this instance, but |

a range of radiocommunications inSta”aﬂonscertainly agree with Senator Bourne that it is

including radar, broadcasting, base stations, géry important that we deal with the matter in
well as telecommunications installations an responsible fashion. There will always be

devices. people who get a bit hysterical about even the

| indicate also that in line with our concernsslightest prospect. As they always say to me,
to properly address this issue, the governmestience cannot prove a negative. The over-
has established a committee of officials omvhelming weight of evidence to date suggests
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that if there is any electromagnetic impact on Today's Australians will be offered an
human beings, it is at a very low level ofalternative carrier for their local calls. We are
intensity. In many respects, the radiation thdikely to see substantial reductions in local
you might receive from a tower will be muchcall prices. All of this is occurring because
lower than that you would receive fromthe former Labor government introduced
standing near a toaster or other electricalompetition into telecommunications with the
instruments. passage of the current Telecommunications

We want to make sure that we get thé\ct 1991. C%mlpetltlorT is deltljvermg and V;{I"
balance right. We do not want to simplycontinue to deliver the goods to Australian
nsumers without the necessity of selling off

downplay those concerns because current ; >
there is not sufficient scientific evidence ta valuable Australian asset. We maintain that

justify any intervention. I think it is an issue 't 'S COmPpetition rather than privatisation that

that must continue to be monitored an(rjiellvers real benefits to the Australian people.

investigated as thoroughly as possible. The We do not support the amendment that has
actions that we have taken will hopefully do?€en moved by Senator Bourne. However, we
precisely what Senator Bourne wants. ObvidO recognise the concerns that are being exp-
ously, when these reports come forward, W[@SSGd |n the Communlty_ about these matters.
will have a further discussion and we will beWWe feel it is not appropriate to address those
in a better position then to judge whether th€oncerns that people feel—and they are quite
parliament ought to take further action. Of€al concerns—in this manner and, as a con-
that basis, we will not be supporting thes€quence, we will be supporting the govern-

amendment, but we certainly share Senat§f€nt on this particular matter.
Bourne’s concern. Amendment negatived.

Senator CARR (Victoria)—by leave—The Original question resolved in the affirma-

opposition will be supporting this telecom-tive; '
munications bill. This bill was prepared by Bill read a second time, and passed through
the previous Labor government. Its principalts remaining stages without amendment or

purpose was to allow for the regulations undefebate.

the act to be amended so that the governmemaR IAMENTARY CONTRIBUTORY
may recover the telecommunications carriers’ gUpeERANNUATION AMENDMENT

full share of the Commonwealth’s contribu-

; . BILL 1996
tion to the budget of the International Tele- )
communications Union. | think the effect of Second Reading

that in 1996 is about $5.8 million. The oppo- Debate resumed from 20 June, on motion
sition believes that the essential features dfy Senator Kemp
this bill are non-controversial and should be That this bill be now read a second time.

carried without amendment. Senator COOK (Western Australia) (10.42

It is worth noting that Senator Schach®-M.)—The opposition does not oppose the
cannot be here today because he is attendiffigliamentary Contributory Superannuation
the launch of the Optus local call service iffmendment Bill 1996. This bill arises be-
Sydney. This is yet another initiative of thecause the government made a decision to
previous Labor government being fulfilled inchange the salary structure for ministers. The
the telecommunications industry. This is a€dgislation to have that effect has been passed
significant step forward for competition inin both chambers and it resulted in a reduc-
telecommunications in Australia. Australia ha§on in salary for non-cabinet ministers of
already seen many of the benefits of compet$10,000 per annum. This bill arises because
tion in telecommunications with strong comihere is a consequential change to pensions
petition in mobile telephony, international anctnd to superannuation from the knock-on
STD calls, and a number of pricing plangffect.
offering flexibility to consumers, including a Given how superannuation operates for
wide array of flexiplans. Commonwealth parliamentarians, the cutting
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of salaries of non-cabinet ministers has, asfbr the agreement of the opposition to the
said, a knock-on effect to the superannuatioBarliamentary Contributory Superannuation
scheme. This affects people who are existingmendment Bill. Just to recap, the reduction
beneficiaries of that superannuation scheme-sa salary for non-cabinet ministers would have
that is, people who are retired and in receigtad the effect of reducing the pensions pay-
of pensions—and it also affects the entitleable to certain former members from both
ments of serving members and senators. sides of politics who had been non-cabinet

The reduction would arise for currentMinisters or, where they had died, their
superannuants with non-cabinet ministeriaiPouses. The bill will have the effect of
experience, because the superannuants &@intaining the level of expenditure on
paid with reference to their past service anurrent pension payments under the scheme.
to the current salary levels that are applicable The accrued benefits of some serving
to that service. Therefore, there would be emembers who previously had non-cabinet
reduction in pension payments from the pre-ginisterial service would also have been
May level. This reduction would continuereduced, and the bill will prevent these de-
until such time as, if ever, non-cabineicreases by maintaining the benefit levels until
minister salaries increased to the pre-2 Maghe actual salary payable to non-cabinet
level. Similarly, the value of superannuatiomministers overtakes the salary before it was
entitlements of current members with nonreduced. Benefits will then increase in line
cabinet ministerial experience would bewith future salary increases. If the salaries on
reduced should they retire or die prior to thevhich benefits are based should decrease in
non-cabinet ministerial salary again returninghe future, the bill will prevent any conse-
to the 2 May level. guent reductions in pensions and serving

So the bill before the Senate proposes embers’ accrued benefits. | thank all parties
insulate existing superannuants from th r their support of this bill and look forward
effects of salary reduction, basically, by its speedy passage.
maintaining current pension payments and by Question resolved in the affirmative.
maintaining the value of the superannuation Bill read a second time, and passed through

entitlements of existing members by ensurings™ o naining stages without amendment or
that the formula remains as it previously wa ebate
i :

That is a way of saying that there is a gener
principle here and that general principle, CUSTOMS AMENDMENT BILL 1996
accepted by all governments, is that changes

to superannuation should grandfather existihng CUSTOMS TARIFF AMENDMENT
recipients. Adherence to that principle simply BILL (No. 1) 1996

means that the rules should not be changed ;
retrospectively to the detriment of superannu- Second Reading )
ants. This legislation abides by that principle, Debate resumed from 26 June, on motion
and that is the reason the opposition wilPy Senator Kemp

support it. That these bills be now read a second time.

Due to the reduction in salaries of ministergipon which Senator Cook had moved by
not of cabinet rank, in effect there will be away of amendment:
minor saving. The reduction in costs as a : N Ll
consequence in 1996-97 in relation to existin S gbts?grr\']\gor{j:rﬁfftﬁ:n;?ﬁ]éﬁg%?ﬁ't(u,\t,%_ ?()acl%ugsee
pensioners would have been approximatelyi| deceitfully disguises the introduction of a new
$80,000, but that saving will erode over timaax on consumers through increasing the cost to
as the salary of non-cabinet ministers increasensumers of imported goods that were previously

es. We support the |egis|ation. tariff free, while having a negative impact on
. . . industry development through not providing

Senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant adequate alternative assistance by way of the Policy
Treasurer) (10.46 a.m.)—I thank SenatoBy-Laws system, the bill should be withdrawn,

Cook for his contribution to the debate andedrafted and re-presented in a form in which:
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(a) to goods for personal consumption to whiclteason, the government decided to apply the
Tariff Concession Orders apply continue tqhree per cent figure to all goods being

enter Australia free of duty; and ~ imported. | will address that in a minute.
(b) no change is made to the duty rate which _ . . .
currently applies to Policy By-Laws". Prior to doing that, | will respond very

: . briefly to the approach of the Demaocrats,
ngrrwnvevrr:acr?éﬁgator Spindlermoved by way which | found—and | am sure the opposition

Paragraph (a), before "goods", insert "busine dld—total_ly confusing. On one hand, they
inputs and”. ‘ Svere saying that you should not have a three
After paragraph (b), insert "and (c) budgeP€' cent tariff on capital goods being import-
savings are achieved through a pause in tarigd for business; on the other hand they were
reductions” saying we should not reduce the tariffs—in
(Quorum formed) othedr words, ir)c;ea:e 'Ehel' tarliffs on all ttﬁet

M goods coming into Australia. | suppose tha
fof’eRneaStgLrEePgREnFé (I(E?nueerzgil?lng-S 1M;”:Ts]t?!F fairly typical of the Democrat approach to
thank honourable senators for their contribu-*
tions to this debate on the Customs Amend- Just by way of clarification, | notice that the
ment Bill 1996 and the Customs Tariffopposition have said that they will support the
Amendment Bill (No. 1) 1996. | would like first bill but move an amendment to the
to make a couple of comments in regard téecond bill; basically they are saying, ‘Send
the contributions by honourable senators. it back and do it all over again.” The

These bills have been introduced by th@PpPosition’s approach is that they are strongly
government to satisfy an election commitmerRf the opinion that the tariff should not apply
made in the ‘Meeting our commitments't0 consumption goods. The Democrats have
document. They are designed to pay fogmade the position even more difficult for us
various government programs. It shouid b8 Saying that they will go along with the
pointed out that in fact the previous Labogovernment's proposal providing we apply it
government intended to impose a five peq:;nly to luxury goods. If we had definitional
cent tariff on all policy by-law and tariff problems previously, this enhances those
concession orders for the business sectdi€finitional problems.
During the election campaign the now In view of the position taken by the opposi-
government in principle supported that aption, and in view of the importance we place
proach but said that it would discuss then this Customs Tariff Amendment Bill (No.
matter with business organisations. 1), | foreshadow—I believe there have been

As a result of those discussions, it becamgome discussions with the opposition on
perfectly obvious that going down the Labothis—certain amendments which will be
Party line posed particular problems in regardebated in the committee stage. The amend-
to consumption goods. It was the view duringnents offer a compromise position to the
those discussions that, by not applying thgovernment’s proposed three per cent tariff
three per cent that this government wasoncession rate increase for all tariff conces-
applying—rather than the five per cent of thesion goods, principally to quarantine con-
previous Labor government—this could wellsumer goods from the tariff rate increase.

be unworkable because it would probably be The government believes this will pick up
impossible at the time of a tariff concessionhe substantive theme of the opposition’s
application or a policy by-law application tosecond reading amendment circulated by
determine whether the goods being importedenator Cook on behalf of the opposition
were for business or consumption. during the debate yesterday afternoon. The
| suppose good examples of this would berincipal amendment in the schedule of three
things like radios—whether a radio was foproposed by the government is amendment
domestic use or to go into a motel. WhaNo. 2, which removes consumption goods
would be the eventual end use of even from the three per cent tariff rate increase for
simple thing like a mobile telephone? For thatariff concession goods. This amendment will
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restore the tariff rate for those tariff conces- Might | just say in conclusion that, while it
sion goods. While it is conceded that thés not something we would prefer in view of
amendment does not implement the completaur ‘Meeting our commitments’ document
rate increase proposed by the government, tipeior to the last election, we believe we have
government believes it is an acceptable arfdund a way that does satisfy the opposition
workable compromise. concerns in respect of consumption goods. It
o ] is a way that does not create the definitional

The quarantining of consumption goodsroblems which would have occurred if we
from the rate increase has been able to Bfad gone down the opposition’s previous
achieved without introducing a split in theroute, and that was for some determination to
tariff concession decision making procespe made when the application was made for
along the consumer versus business inpthe tariff concession without knowing whether
lines. The government has always maintaine¢hose particular goods—there are a lot of
as indeed did the previous government, thahem, some 23,000—would actually be used

a decision as to whether or not a tariff confor capital requirements or for consumption.
cession order should be issued should be

dependent on whether or not the tariff conces- Under any circumstances we would not
sion order tests have been met and not wheth@ve supported the opposition’s amendment,

er the goods are consumer goods or busingdgt under these circumstances we ask the
inputs. opposition to rethink this matter. They have

not had as much time as we would have liked
Once a decision on the granting of thdo give them to consider this matter, but |

concession is made, however, then the duty teelieve this is a satisfactory outcome which
apply to goods imported under the concefddresses the opposition’s concerns. It re-
sion instrument can proceed, if necessary, dnoves the consumption goods from the
the determination of whether the goods arapplication of a tariff in a way which is fair.
classified as consumption goods or not. Thdtis at arm’s length. It means that determina-
is the essence of the proposed amendment Ni®@ns are made by an independent body.

2. Consumer goods referred t0 as CONSUMP-Thege determinations do not change at great

tion goods are removed from the three p&lyeeq every six months. There are minor

cent tariff rate increase on the basis of agy;,siments made at the fringes. It seems that

international tariff classification and harmonl-gqiS is the only way to approach it in order to

sation document prepared by the Unitedaisty the consumption good problem and, at
Nations and applied to the Australian tariff bYine same time get away from the complica-
the Australian Bureau of Statistics in accordﬁOnS that woula have arisen with determina-

ance with the international guidelines set oyjong having to be made when applications
in the United Nations paper. The Uniteqyere made for these tariff concession orders.
Nations papers classify all internationallyyy might be helpful if Senator Cook responded

traded goods as consumption goods, intefs the compromise position | have outlined.
mediate goods or capital goods. It is these

documents which are used to define consump-Senator COOK (Western Australia)—by

tion goods in the government's proposetgave—I too have this morning received the
amendment No. 2. phone call in which | was advised that discus-

sions between the parties have occurred off
The other amendments which are proposeslage and that substantial agreement has been
by the government, Nos 1 and 3, deal witmeached about amendments that could be
several minor matters which have arisemade in the committee stage. My instructions
during the course of parliamentary debates aronfirmed a second ago are that we would
these bills. Depending on the outcome of thenderstandably wish to persist with our
second reading debate, | would be happy ®econd reading amendment. In that way the
further detail the matters in respect of theomplications associated with the agreement
other amendments at the committee stage béing translated into amendments and then
the hill. incorporated into the bill can be ironed out.
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My understanding is that there are stilfrom the boatTeal who were brought to
some wording difficulties. There are noAustralia from China. When it was refused
difficulties in principle or intent, but only in access to the detainees—the detainees had not
the translation of the principles of the agreerequested assistance—the Human Rights and
ment into the amendments. If my understand=qual Opportunity Commission delivered
ing is correct, it appears to me that the courssealed envelopes to the detainees.
to follow would be for the amendment that I The Department of Immigration and Multi-
have moved to the second reading to beultural Affairs refused to deliver the sealed
carried and then for the government to bringnvelopes and the matter was then litigated—
back the bill as soon as it is able to clear ug went to the Federal Court. The amendment
the differences in understanding about thgroposed in the Migration Legislation Amend-
amendments. The bill could then proceed witment Bill (No. 2) seeks to resolve this situa-
our support. tion of inconsistency between the Migration

Senator PARER (Queensland—Minister Act and the Human Rights and Equal Oppor-
for Resources and Energy)—by leave—Woultunity Commission. If the bill is passed, the
it be acceptable, Senator Cook, to address themmission will only be able to deliver such
Customs Amendment Bill, which we all agreesealed envelopes once contact has been
on, and get that through and then move thatitiated by the relevant detainee. Passage of
the second reading debate on the Custorif3e bill is urgently required as steps are in
Tariff Amendment Bill be adjourned to a latertrain to take advantage of this inconsistency
hour? once again. The Victorian Refugee Advice

Senator Cook—Yes. and Casework Service have requested access

to another group of detainees and, presum-
The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT ably, will continue this process with all new

(Senator West)—The question is that we f?rrivals.

Zdjour(;\ thet g_(?lbal\tle %n tthe lCtustﬁms Tan To delay the amendment to the Migration
men men il ( 0', Jtoa "_’Ier .our. Act contained in the bill would mean that
Question resolved in the affirmative. access would be possible to detainees who are
The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT — already at Port Hedland but have not entered

The question is that the Customs Amendmeitie decision making process—who have not

Bill 1996 second reading be agreed to. claimed asylum—and any other boat people
Question resolved in the affirmative. who might arrive in the next few months. If

: . he bill is not passed, that access would be
_ Billread a second time, and passed througly e without the contact being initiated by
its remaining stages without amendment

debat e detainee as, in effect, is required under
ebate. section 256 of the Migration Act. That would,
CONSIDERATION OF LEGISLATION in effect, run the risk of undermining our

Senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant €ntry procedures and would certainly result in
Treasurer) (11.05 a.m.)—I move: a highly unsatisfactory situation continuing

That the order of the Senate of 29 NovembePVer the next few months in the context of a
1994, relating to the consideration of legislationlarge number of boat arrivals currently taking
not apply to the Migration Legislation Amendmentplace.
Bill (No. 2) 1996. The Migration Legislation Amendment Bill
The amendment to the Migration Act pro{(No. 2) is a specific measure to address a
posed in the Migration Legislation Amend-specific problem which was highlighted in the
ment Bill (No. 2) is in response to steps takeimecent court case and by the actions of the
by the Human Rights and Equal OpportunityRefugee Advice and Casework Service since
Commission. It highlights the inconsistencieshat case. The bill does not seek to address
between the Migration Act and the Humarbroader issues—I stress that—that could
Rights and Equal Opportunity Commissiorpossibly arise. It is a bill which contains a
Act. The Victorian Refugee Advice and Casespecific measure to address a specific problem
work Service requested access to detainettsat we now have.
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Whilst the bill does not seek to addresshe Migration Act. That is an additional
broader issues that could possibly arise, buéason for the government to hope and expect
where existing legislation has proved adequathe cooperation of the Senate in this matter.
to date—of course, we are not tackling that in senator CARR (Victoria) (11.15 a.m.)—
this bill—the government is undertaking arhe Migration Legislation Amendment Bill
review of its migration-immigration dECISIOI’](NO_ 2) goes to the issue of the Human Rights
making and any wider issues will be conyng Equal Opportunity Commission versus
sidered in that context. | think it is veryhe pepartment of Immigration and Multicul-
important that the Senate be aware that t"t_lﬁral Affairs. The opposition will be support-

government is undertaking this review ofg this bill and supporting the exemption
migration decision making. This bill will not, from the cut-off motion.

of course, affect that. To the extent that it . .
affects it at all, what it does is maintain the Senator SPINDLER (Victoria) (11.16

integrity of the Migration Act, particularly so &:M:)—The Migration Legislation Amendment

far as the whole procedures relating to refug 'grggg'é),ts'scagtgf‘;?c'ouﬁ 2'”' 3)—2: ﬁ]ftgg'ﬁgte
processing are concerned. Inly will-opp

ealing with this bill now. It is an entirely
For those reasons, the government urges (g, " matter. It is not an old bill. It does not

Senate to permit this bill to go forward t0g,'\nder the rules of the Senate that we have
conclusion this session. If the passage of th.fccepted in principle
K .

bill is delayed beyond the end of this session, i
that is, beyond the end of tomorrow, we will But, quite apart from that, one should be
face then a hiatus situation of at least &hamed of the content of the bill. The
couple of months. That could prove verydovernment should be ashamed for bringing
serious indeed to the undermining of thél into the chamber, and the opposition should
integrity of Australia’s entry requirements. € ashamed for supporting it. Here they are,
The Senate legal and constitutional commi€Vil libertarians, supporting a bill that will
tee has, | understand, considered the bill i{€nY information to people who may or may
the last couple of days. It has done it urgenti{}Ot Nave a case in court and may be trying to
and | thank the committee for its cooperatiok€Cide whether they have a case they wish to

in that respect. | understand the committee’gurSlaet' I—k|)ere lindtgisl country, which is S\l(Jp
report is to be tabled shortly. | look forwardPOS€d 10 b€ ruled by faw, we are saying, ‘rou

to hearing the outcome of the committee’d’@y Not have that information from our
deliberations. On that basis, given that affMan rights commission to decide whether
procedures have been followed as fully aQf NOtyou wish to take legal action, to assess
possible in the Senate processes up to date/qur 1€9al position, to exercise your legal
urge the opposition, the Australian Democrat ghts._ o )
and the Greens to support the removal of the If this bill is passed, to the shame of this
cut-off requirement. If we do not do that, agparliament and to the shame of the two parties
| say, potentially we will have a very big that will be supporting it, | forecast that we
problem over the next few months and | thinkvill have an appeal to the United Nations
most Australians would regard that situatioffuman Rights Committee. Just as they told
as unsatisfactory. us that we are still in_the Middl_e Ages il_’l
who have concerns about the bill, that th&Sk us again, ‘What are you doing? Are you
government is in no way wishing to abrogaté civilised nation?

the procedures that are laid down in Australia, At last night's committee hearing | put to
and in most other countries, under the refugebe committee a number of statements by the
convention in terms of the processing ofJnited Nations Human Rights Committee
refugee or asylum claims. They are completavhich showed quite clearly that the human
ly protected in the Migration Act and this bill rights committee interprets article 9 of the
does not, in any way, contravene the requirdCCPR as obliging countries to provide
ments and the processes that are containedimiormation in various areas—and not in just
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the criminal area. It raised a number of areashould ensure that people know the law so
where information needs to be provided, anthat they can obey it.

it included immigration legislation very | istening to the debate in here, it would
specifically. Information falling into that areageem that the thrust of this legislation is to

needs to be and must be provided to individynterdict information going to people about

als. their rights. That seems to be a very serious

We are denying here a very important basiissue. We in this country pride ourselves on
human right, and what for? The Ministerliving under the rule of law, which overarches
representing the Minister for Immigration andthe parliament, the executive and the judiciary
Multicultural Affairs, the Assistant Treasurerand indeed overarches in certain ways the
(Senator Short), says the heavens will fall ikonstitution. In listening to Senator Short,
and we will have thousands of people clogwho was very lucid in these matters, it does
ging up our courts. Minister, could you tell usseem that we are going to take a very dramat-
how many? | think it would be about 30 atic step and a step that will put people to a
most—probably less. disadvantage.

We were told that 15 per cent of asylum If we are going to have laws, certainly
seekers applying for refugee status woulgeople should be able to take advantage of
possibly go to court. So for that miserablghose. It seems to me that this is an issue of
little number we are prepared to throw to theot whether a particular law should operate
winds a basic principle of justice that ourbut whether people should be able to give
courts should uphold, that this parliamenpeople who they seem to think may need the
should uphold. Aren’t you ashamed of yourdaw an opportunity to know it. There is no
self, Minister? The Democrats will certainlydoubt that solicitors in Melbourne, my home
oppose this move. town, in Victoria advertise. They go to the

Senator COONEY (Victoria) (11.19 Press abouttheir services.
a.m.)—I will be supporting this motion, as Senator Chamarette—Maybe they
has been indicated by Senator Carr. | listeneghouldn’t be; maybe we should ban that.

to Senator Spindler, and | must confess that Senator COONEY—I suppose, Senator
the Migration Legislation Amendment Bill Chamarette, if we were to be consistent we
(No.2) certainly does raise some very importwould do that. As a matter of fact | am
ant issues. As | understand it, this bill Seekéfgainst that advertising down there.

to make sure that people cannot tell others o
their legal rights. That seems to me to bezﬁfignator Alston—We should have adver-

matter of some moment. Can | perhaps re

a passage from the decision of Blackpool Senator COONEY—Senator Alston has
Corporation v. Locker, which was decided irgot on to a point that is near to my heart. In
the Court of Appeal in 1947. Lord Justicehis day and mine, which now seems to be
Scott said: decades ago, when honour and ability were
The maxim that ignorance of the law does no{he only things that counted, things were

excuse any subject represents the working hypotfifferent. Senator Alston, | think you would
esis on which the rule of law rests in Britishagree that it seems an extraordinary piece of

democracy. That maxim applies in legal theory judegislation that would stop a particular group
as much to written as to unwritten law, i.e., toof people giving information to other people
statute law as much as to common law or equityahout their legal rights, particularly when

But the very justification for that basic maxim is ; P
that the whole of our law, written or unwritten, is%:ose people might not know their rights.

accessible to the public—in the sense, of cours ,OW can the rule of law Op.ef)ate if nobody
that, at any rate, its legal advisers have access toff1ows what the rule of law is? | think there
at any moment, as of right. are some great issues in this. If this bill is
| think that passage sums up the law as h&dven an exemption, when would it come on;

been practised over the years. Ignorance §morrow?
the law is no excuse, but then the law makers Senator Chamarette—No, in half an hour.
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Senator COONEY—I would be surprised Justice Centre; Mr David Bitel, President of
if the officials from the immigration depart- the Refugee Council of Australia; Mrs Marion
ment or the Attorney-General’'s Department—te, from the Independent Council for Refugee
all of whom are outstanding public servantsAdvocacy Australia; the Human Rights and
| have known them for years—would be eageEqual Opportunity Commissioner, Mr Sidoti;
to have this put off so that we could have @and the Commonwealth Ombudsman, Ms
look at it. The only thing that causes me to d@hilippa Smith.

this is a certain sense of justice, which | |, the short time available the committee
suppose some people might think can bgag aple to take wide-ranging views and
dispensed with; but that is a bit of a probleme,ijence on this matter. Indeed, during the

| see that Senator Bolkus has come into theourse of the hearing the Human Rights and
chamber. | would like to make one otheiEqual Opportunity Commissioner, Mr Sidoti,
guote. It is from theMassachusetts Body ofand the Ombudsman, Ms Smith, made an
Liberties which was published on 10 Decem-offer to the government that they would
ber 1641. | know that Senator Bolkus angursue their duties as if the bill had been
Senator Short would have read this. Chapt@assed for a period leading up to 20 Septem-
7 states: ber this year. That offer was made, albeit
No man shall be compelled to goe out of the limitgenuinely, in an effort to have more time for
of this plantation— consultation.

these were the original founding fathers of Regrettably the government could not take
America— this offer up because the offer could not be
upon any offensive warres which this Commonguaranteed. In the view of the government
wealth or any of our friends or confederats shainembers of the committee, the human rights
volentarily undertake. But onely upon such vindiccommissioner and the Ombudsman in their

tive and defensive warres in our owne behalfe ; : ; i
the behalfe of our friends and confederats as sh%?f‘]bhc office could not resist an application of

be enterprized by the Counbel . writ of mandamus by a third party forcing
them to carry out their duties. So those who

This is all done in ancient English. It goes o ight say, ‘The government was offered a
to say that that will be by consent of a Couaﬂay out here'—that is, that the Ombudsman
general or by an authority derived from they,q yhe hyman rights commissioner would not
same. Above that chapter—and this is th§, e their duties in relation to this matter as
interesting point—it states: if the bill had been passed so that the govern-
EVery person within this JUrlSdlCtlon, Whetherment could be offered that Sanctuary’ SO to

Inhabitant or forreiner shall enjoy the same justic : _ ;
and law, that is generall for the plantation, Whicrgpeak’ until 20 September—really miss the

we constitute and execute one towards anoth8CNt-
without partialitie or delay. The government has not been given a
If the founding fathers of America could giveguarantee. | believe that those two officers
everybody equality before the law in 1641, intended it to be genuine. Nonetheless, there
cannot see why we cannot do it in this agewas not the guarantee offered to the govern-
Senator ELLISON (Western Australia) Ment. So the government had no choice but
(11.26 a.m.)—The Migration Legislationto pursue the passage of this bill on an urgent
Amendment Bill (No. 2) was before thebasis and for the reasons that Senator Short
Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislatioas outlined in detail; | will not go over them
Committee last night and evidence of a wide29aN-
ranging nature was put before the committee. During the course of evidence there were
The committee took evidence from not onlyquestions put as to whether this bill trans-
the Attorney-General’'s Department and thgressed or cut across any existing litigation.
Department of Immigration and Multicultural There was no evidence that it did. The Scru-
Affairs but also Mr Ross McDougall, from tiny of Bills Committee report—this bill has
the Refugee Advice and Casework Servicgglso been before that committee, which is
Father Frank Brennan, from the Jesuit Sociahaired by Senator Cooney—was put before
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the committee and that said that there waSatherine Hawkins, who both did a great job
some limited aspect of retrospectivity and thawith such short notice.

there was some concern over the aspect OfSenator CHAMARETTE (Western Aus-
access to justice. : ;
. tralia) (11.32 a.m.)—I am speaking to the

The departments that | mentioned wereyotion to exempt the Migration Legislation
questioned on these two aspects and they dignendment Bill (No. 2) 1996 from the
not see any great problem with either of thosgormal procedure of the cut-off motion, which
issues. Mr H1enry Burmester, from the Attoryyould see it adjourned to the first day of the
ney-General's department, who is counsel G{ext session because it has been only recently
note, said that he did not think that this billintroduced into this place. The question before
transgressed Australia’s international obligays is whether this is an urgent matter and
tions. Indeed, article 9 of the Internationalyhether it has received sufficient scrutiny, not

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,only from this chamber and this parliament
referred to in Senator Spindler’s dissentingyt also by the community.

report, states that anyone who is deprived of T o
liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitlied The content of the legislation is only indi-
to take proceedings before a court in ordgiectly relevant to the issue, although some
that the court may decide without delay orspeakers have attempted to illustrate that the
the lawfulness of the detention and ordegontent could be considered relevant to its
release if the detention be not lawful. Nothingirgency. It seems to me that the three major
in the bill deprives anyone of the right to takgeasons for the government and the ALP
such action. As Senator Short outlined, thergupporting the exemption of this bill from the
is nothing to stop an unauthorised person igut-off have not been given. | will now deal
detention from making an application forwith those three reasons, though not necessa-
legal aid and bringing proceedings. rily in order of importance.

Due to the recent case brought by the The first reason is one that Senator Short
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Comreferred to, and that is that it appears once
mission, the government has had to respongyain that the immigration department has
with this bill, which is rather narrow in its acted in a way that the courts have found to
application. It will provide that no unsolicited be illegal and against the human rights of
legal advice is offered to detainees under théobme people detained at Port Hedland. The
provisions of the ombudsman'’s legislation otlepartment seems to have prevailed upon this
the human rights and equal opportunityovernment to enforce the inhumane and
legislation. Those organisations have thprutalising policies of the previous govern-
ability, once a complaint has been made tment and which were supported by the pres-
them, to communicate with the complainangnt government when the legislation was
by means of a sealed envelope. introduced.

It was put to the committee by the depart- the government and the opposition are
ments that, firstly, this measure does nal,,noring a government department's attempt
offend our international obligations; secondlyy,, ‘hiock the hole it perceives in our courts.
if this bill be not pﬁssed forthwith, there ot hole is the Federal Court's determination
would be a hiatus in the administration of OUh4t the immigration department has a duty to
immigration policy dealing with LlnaUthOr'Se‘igeliver a sealed letter from the Human Rights
entries and that betwixt now and the nexf,4 equal Opportunity Commission to some
sittings there could be all sorts of problems yatainees in Port Hedland informing them of

For those reasons, there is a degree tfeir rights. In order to exempt the department
urgency with this matter. | commend the staffrom obeying the lawful order of the Federal
of the Legal and Constitutional LegislationCourt, against which the department sought a
Committee for the urgent attention they havé4-day stay, the government is seeking to
given this matter. In particular, | refer to Neilchange the legislation. That is an utter dis-
Bessell, the secretary to the committee, argtace.



2356 SENATE Thursday, 27 June 1996

The matter has been canvassed in this placeThat might be one reason, but there is
Senator Spindler spoke to it. Senator Coonegnother reason for supporting the exemption
is in the invidious situation of having tomotion. The previous government had no
support his party when he has a clear undecommitment whatsoever to the cut-off motion.
standing of the difficulties with and complexi-| believe they are seeking to undermine it by
ties of the law in this area. Senator Ellisonsupporting as many exemptions as they can.
because he has been very constructive in His that way if by chance in the next election
role as chair of the Legal and Constitutionathey gain government they will not have to
Legislation Committee, is also well aware obother with a Senate that demands appropriate
the legal complexities of this case. Both hecrutiny both in the community and in the
and Senator Cooney have added in a valuahparliament of legislation that is passed to it
way to the debate. from the House of Representatives. | think

As | said, one reason this matter is urgerwat is a very disturbing reason.
is that the parliament wants to do something As | have said, | think the former minister
that is presently illegal. It has to do it fastfor immigration, Senator Bolkus, could have
because it wants to protect a governmerstome face saving intentions in supporting the
department which—I have to give this to theexemption motion, in not voting against the
department—is seeking to comply withbill and in trying to expedite the bill as
legislation previously enacted in this place imuickly as possible. But | think there is
order to prevent people in this country havin@nother agenda. | have been very discouraged
access to and information about their humaim this session, which is nearly at an end, to
and civil rights. see that the Labor Party has not declared total

o ... . support for the principle of introducing a bill
The department is simply doing its JObgune session and debating it the next in order

carrying out the legislative burden place : . ;
upon it by this parliament. It is a chicken an 0 ensure that this practice does not continue.

egg situation. This parliament was forced into The third reason for supporting this motion
creating the earlier legislation, to use Senatmomes from the government and it is on a
Short’s words, in order to preserve the integrimore human level. They need this exemption
ty of our borders—as though we preservenotion brought on not only because of the
integrity by denying people coming to ourmatter to which | referred earlier but also
shores by whatever means their human armbcause they are really stuck with their
civil rights! program. They have moved that we have

That is the first reason that has been put fd'arnother day of sitting tomorrow, they have

: : ; time left until 2 o’clock today to spend
supporting this motion. We have to suddenl ome i
make something that has been found illeg@}"d they have no bills left. So they would

ite like to see us debate at length this
legal, so we had better act fast. Heaven knows'! S
hogw that affects the separation of powers. ighly controversial bill. They know that there

; : ill be considerable debate from the Demo-
can talk until we are blue in the face abo?ats and the Greens in this chamber. They

that, because apparently this is likely to g now that it will be a lengthy procedure, and

ahead by dint of numbers rather than by *. .
content and arguments. | think there are thr EW'” get them out of a very embarrassing

reasons why this exemption motion is beina'tuat'on'

supported. The Labor Party is probably The government are probably very pleased
supporting this motion for two reasonsthat | am taking this time to speak to the
Firstly, the cloud which has been over theiexemption motion, because that fills up some
heads because of the previous legislation théyne about which they will not have to be
passed means that they have some kind efmbarrassed when the program collapses upon
obligation to support this new government, tdthem. We have had a lot of rhetoric right
push it even further and close up any loopthrough this session about how busy we are
holes that might have appeared in theigoing to be and how we are going to have
previous policies. extra days of sitting. We have already given
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you an extra Friday, and we are giving yowbout, and then it pushes it through the Senate
another one tomorrow. Apart from all thisby pressure of the last hours of the session?’
evening being filled up with valedictory | said,’ Yes, and | would be happy to move
speeches you have not got a program left. S0 procedural motion to address that, but |
that is another reason for rushing on the billhave no anticipation of getting the numbers of
| do not think that is a very good reason asupport in the Senate chamber.’

all.
He said, very helpfully, ‘Well, leave that to

| would like to share with senators in thisme, Senator. | will speak to my colleagues in

chamber something with which those WhQne Senate and persuade them that, if they
have been here before will not be totallyaye any aspirations to be statesmen and to

unfamiliar, and that is the history of thispaye the Senate take its due and rightful role
procedural motion. The reason for this proy, the scrutiny of legislation, they should
cedural motion goes back to 1992-93. Prior t erhaps consider supporting your motion.”

the first session of the 1993 parliament, a l0§ 5t was how it came about. | think it was

jam of legislation would come into the Senatgne of the first times the ‘unholy alliance’
in the last week, particularly on the last dayyhrase was used. | know it was raised with
| think | have some graphs showing theyreat wrath in the House of Representatives,

numbers of bills that came through which b4 may even have come to this chamber.
might incorporate later in my speech. | can

remember that on 17 December, 1992 the As a result of that, a procedural motion was
Senate sat on the Thursday right through tgut in place on 18 August 1993, which was
beyond 5 o’clock on the Friday morning. Isupported by the coalition, which allowed the
went home quickly, packed my things and gogrinciple of legislation which had been intro-
on the plane. | think | spoke at 2.00 a.m. anduced in the House of Representatives very
4.00 a.m. and we did not start valedictoriefate in the session coming into the Senate, but
until very late. We were debating bills thatheing immediately adjourned to the first day
had been introduced into the chamber onlgf the next session. Of course, that was not

that very day. It was shameful. greeted with great enthusiasm by the Prime

Legislation was being pushed througiinister of the day. In fact, he called it a
without senators having any grasp whatsoevéonsmu'“o”a' impertinence’ that we in the
of what they were voting on. A lot of that >€nate should be telling the House of Repre-
legislation in the previous session went by thgéntatives how they should conduct their
board. It had to be amended for inaccuracie8USiness. As | pointed out to him, we were
some aspects had to be recommitted and sof@t doing that at all. We were simply making
disappeared from the scene indefinitely. Auré that we conducted our business with
member in the other house, Mr Wilsondecorum, and whether they chose to or not
Tuckey, had observed that for many years. Was their responsibility. Nevertheless, if they
think this is the first time | have put on theWere tardy in introducing legislation, they
public record why this procedural motioncOUld not expect the Senate to suddenly push
came about. When he noticed that, after thi§through without doing its proper role as the
election in 1993, the two Greens would shareenate.
the balance of power with the Democrats, he J

rang me up and said, ‘Senator, have you g%the ust in passing, it might interest people that

said that not only was it a constitutional
pertinence but also it could precipitate a
constitutional crisis like that of 1975, and it
could even bring down the government. |

He said, ‘Well, have you noticed that thereassured Mr Keating that my little procedural
is a terrible log jam of legislation—a dis-motion could not cause a constitutional crisis
graceful log jam—that this governmentor bring down the government. His reaction
pushes through the House of Representatives,it possibly could, but my procedural motion
which, by dint of numbers, it can do nothingcould not.

any interest in the decorum and the corre
procedures within the Senate?’ | replied,
certainly have and | would love to reform it.’
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We then had a very important series ofe an entitlement of people who were illegal-
debates in the Senate, with which people he ﬁdetam_ed for the tight period between when
are probably very familiar, where Garettney arrived, when their boats got destroyed
Evans was at pains to say that the measuf@d when the law was passed on 6 May. The
was not needed, that it was a constitution&Cvernment wanted to prevent them. | think
impertinence and that it would be the end of'€ have had another one since then with the
the world as we know it. In fact, maybe jtoutrageous ‘dollar a day determination’ that
was, for the Senate, because, reluctantly, tff8ys that the compensation for illegal deten-
government came around to the view that #On by the government is a dollar a day.

was sensible to take into consideration that it What we see is a very shameful history

did not have the numbers in the Senate, arwithin migration legislation. It shows that
that it dlq have some respo_n5|blllty to givethere is something very wrong in this
due warning on legislation if it expected it tocountry’s approach to asylum seekers and
receive consideration and not be referred to@fugees who come to this country. Of course,
committee or be adjourned to the next sesve do not know, when a boat arrives on this
sion. shore, who are legitimate refugees and who

That principle of a cut-off motion then gotare not. We have to assume that on those

translated into a procedural principle, whicipoats there are asylum seekers and refugees,

Gareth Evans enunciated. |1 think. on 2@nd if we deprive them of their civil rights

August 1994—the principle that any Iegisla—and their access to courts, we are, in my

tion that was introduced in one session woul¥'€%: violating every commitment we have

be considered in the next session. That was"éade to the international covenants on civil
very beneficial thing ' and political rights and the treatment of

refugees.
However, there have been some notable
exceptions to that all the way along the line,,
and that is where migration legislation come
in. My main reason for being concerned abOl.t
the log jam of legislation in the last days was,;
not the log jam per se, but the fact that th
government had a very backdoor, underhal
way of slipping through legislation which the
parliament would not understand in its impli
cations in relation to Federal Court matters

My belief is that we are persisting down a
ery wrongful track, and to exempt this
gislation is to put yet another episode into
is shameful saga. My understanding is—we
Il discuss this more when the motion comes
pass because, regrettably, dint of numbers

ill make it come to pass, unless we had a
conscience vote, which would be a rather
‘wonderful thing to see in this chamber—that
‘the principles underlying this particular case

On 6 May 1992, it had already done itare that a boat nameteal for the purposes
Some detainees in Port Hedland had a cagécustoms and immigration, had some detain-
that supported that they had been detainé€s at Port Hedland who were allowed by the
illegally upheld by the court. In order to pre-court to be handed a letter from the Human
empt them being able to go on with arRights and Equal Opportunity Commissioner
appeal, the government wanted to overturyyhich allowed them information as to legal
that and make it mandatory to detain everyadvice that could be available.

one when they set foot in this land. We did 14 my mind, that we should be considering
the then government, with very strong an@epartment of immigration carrying out the

vocal opposition from the Democrats. lorder of the Federal Court is an unutterably
particularly remember former Senator Coulteyishonourable position. | will not speak

Senator Brian Harradine and | opposing thagyther on this. | am sure | could have spent
but of course we were not able to prevent itanother 10 minutes elaborating but | will
and that legislation came through. spare my listeners. | am also hoping that there
The same thing happened on 17 Decembuwiill be people who have been sufficiently
1992 in relation to compensation that mighstirred by some of the matters | have raised
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to give consideration—even to rebut it; | doare other Democrats who will want to speak
not mind—to what we are doing in this placeon it as well.

It is disgraceful. If it allows an opportunity - The question as to whether this bill is
for other speakers, it is appropriate that {irgent has a very obvious answer; and the
conclude my remarks. obvious answer is that, no, this bill is not

But | have to say in the strongest possiblé%gem' If this bill does go through in the next

d a half, what will happen? What is so
terms that the Greens could not ever suppo y an? '
the exemption of a piece of legislation for th gent? What has to be stopped to make sure

: - t this bill goes through in the next day and
unworthy motives that are being presented'> e
today: nyot only to pre-empt theg cpourt an half? Why is it so desperately urgent that

; ; : " ; have to have a piece of legislation that
interfere with what | believe is a very import- e . ¢
ant concept of the separation of powers b kets ?vxf?ay the human rights of people in
intruding the parliamentary will, but also for”*Usa1a: -

the unworthy motives of filling up the pro- |am told that the reason it is so desperately
gram and of undermining the very importantirgent is that it will cost money if this does
principle that we introduce legislation withnot happen. It probably will cost a bit of
enough time for the community to givemoney but it will not cost a lot of money.

feedback and for the parliament to understanthere are not people coming in on boats from
what it is doing. outside every day. Of those who do come in

on boats from outside only 15 per cent ever
The community has given feedback—andry to challenge what comes from the immi-
it could not be more strong in opposing theyration department about their fate. That
exemption of this bill from the cut-off. It is means that 85 per cent of those people do not
not as though we have to wait for the comehallenge it.

munity to realise how wrong this is; it has gg jf we get more boat people coming in
been saying it. What we have to do is honoWefore August or September, when this would
the community’s voice and defer this motion,qome up again, maybe a maximum of 15 per
to its rightful place, which is to the first day cent of them might challenge what is going
of the next session when the immigrationyn How many people is that? It is only a
department will have carried out its order. 'R/ery few people. You are taking away their
can put up whatever shameful legislation ifights: | am not going to take away their
likes and we can give it consideration. But Weights. Why is it urgent to take away their

should not be exempting this bill now, inrghts; right now? Why can’t we take away
order to pre-empt a decision of the Federghejr rights in August?

Court. Along with the question of urgency, some-

Senator BOURNE (New South Wales) thing we should also look at is the drafting of
(11.54 a.m.)—The Senate at the moment !ZQIS bill. We should look at the second read-
debating whether the Migration Legislationnd speech and the explanatory memorandum.
Amendment Bill (No. 2) is urgent enough forTo save the Senate doing that, the Senate
us to debate it today. | am sure the governstanding Committee on the Scrutiny of Bills
ment wants to do it today because | have ju$tas already done that. They have done a very
received a speakers list for the bill. It is &900od job at looking at that. Let me remind
little pre-emptive as we have not yet had genators of what they said, because it is very
vote on whether we will debate it. It is a veryimportant when we consider how urgent this
short speakers list which we have not yefill is. Let me quote from page 14 of the
been invited to add our names to. There igenate scrutiny of bills committedlert
only one name on the list from the AustraliarPigest No. 4 1996. The Senate scrutiny of
Democrats but | can assure you that there wilills committee said:
be more. This is such an outrageous piece ®he implications of section 256

legislation that I will want to speak, SenatorThe substantive amendments to the Migration Act
Spindler will want to speak and | know there1958 which are made by this bill appear to the
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committee to be predicated on an inaccurate vieRights and Equal Opportunity Commission and
of section 256 of that Act. Section 256 provides: Another v Secretary of the Department of Immigra-
Where a person is in immigration detention tion and Multicultural Affairs(unreported, 7 June

under this Act, the person responsible for his 1996, Lindgren J. NG 268 of 1996) has put the
or her immigration detention shall, matter beyond doubt.

at the request of the person in immigration deterPkay, the matter is beyond doubt. How are
tion, afford to him or her all reasonable facilitiesthese people going to know they have that
for making a statutory declaration for the purposesght, that they can ask for legal advice, if

of this Act or for obtaining legal advice or takingthey are not told that? And they are not told
legal proceedings in relation to his or her immigrayyat. They have to ask for it. That is what we

tion detention. _ are contemplating whether we consider to be
That is section 256. The report continues: yrgent. Let me go on referring to what the

This section places a positive obligation on thé&crutiny of Bills Committee said, so that no-

person responsible for the immigration detentiqn qﬁne has any ambiguity about what you are
a person to give access to obtaining legal advice foing if you make sure this goes through as
the detained person requests it. It does not say t ent. | quote:

this section is an exhaustive code of all the way. gent. 14 T
in which such a detainee may have access to leghileé second reading speech can also be seen

advice. Yet paragraph 2 on page 2 of the explan#istakenly to assume that there is some hierarchy
tory memorandum— in Acts of Parliament. It mentions that certain

. . . provisions of theOmbudsman Act 197&nd the

in relation to section 256— Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission
asserts that section 256 establishes that a persorfict 1986could be used:

immigration detention has a right to access legal {5 undermine the intention of section 256 of
advice only when they request it. Equally the the Migration Act.

second reading speech speaks of an onus . .

unlawful non-citizens to advise officials if they ©0 We have a human rights act that is under-
wish to seek legal advice and speaks of section 2%8ining the intention of the Migration Act.
as making provision for access to legal advice busn’t that appalling? Right, well, let's take
only where the detainees request legal advice. away their human rights! The immigration
Section 256 for the detainee is an enabling sectiaepartment has to be much more important
ensuring a right to access legal advice if thehan human rights, as we all know, as we

detainee requests it. Section 256 for the custodiajyye seen in this chamber before. The report
imposes a positive obligation to provide that accesyntinues:

if it is requested. )
As we have seen above, the section does not

| emphasise that—if it is requested. Th&yyinit an intention to exclude the operation of the
report continues: Ombudsman Act 1978nd theHuman Rights and
But Section 256 is not restrictive in the sense thdtqual Opportunity Commission Act 19880 the

it denies all access to legal advice except througtrgument that the effect of those Acts should be
section 256. It is an unwarranted conclusion— l€gislated away cannot be based on an assumption

. .., that the Migration Act 1958is somehow more
say the members of the Scrutiny of BIIISimportant than the other Acts and therefore should

Committee— not be undermined.
that because the Migration Act 1958 is otherwis@he result of the Federal Court case that has
silent on the matter of legal access to this class @rompted this legislation is clear proof that the
person, that no other right to access legal advidatention of Parliament, as found by the only
exists and that th#ligration Act 1958exhibits an institution that can authoritatively say what that
intention to exclude all other access. intention is, in passing th®mbudsman Act 1976
Very good words. The report continues; ~ @nd the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
y 9 . o P . ) Commission Act 198&as to provide a method of
Parliament’s intention in passing an Act is to beccess to legal advice alternative to that provided
found in the interpretation which a court puts onn the Migration Act 1958 Any impression that

the meaning of the words. Itis true that in cases Qfomehow Parliament made a mistake that now has
ambiguity a court may use other documentaryy pe fixed is quite false.

material. But, absent an ambiguity, no one can sgy . .

the intention of an Act is other than what a couﬁ cannot agree with that more. If that is the
finds to be the express or implied meaning of théase, where is the urgency in this bill? There
words. In this instance, the Federal CourHoman is another section of the report by the Scru-
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tiny of Bills Committee which | will quote to The protection of rights ought not to be governed
senators so that they will know what they ar&y cost-benefit analysis.

doing: How very true. The report continues:

The right to knowledge The committee has previously had cause to com-
In 1765, in hisCommentariesSir William Black- ment that:

stone said:— There is always a healthy tension between the

this is a quote from Sir William— attractiveness of a convenient solution to a

. ] ) problem and the experience that resulted in the
.. . abase resolution, confined in the breast of  establishment of this committee: experience
the legislator, without manifesting itself by that attractive solutions sometimes have a
some external sign, can never be properly a downside of trespassing unduly on personal
law. It is requisite that this resolution be rights and liberties.

notified to the people who are to obey it. . o
. That is also extremely true and it is also
Senator Chamarette—What a beautiful exactly what is happening if this bill passes

quote. the cut-off motion and then goes through.
Senator BOURNE—TIt is a lovely quote. It | et me make one comment about Senator
goes on: Harradine, who is away on parliamentary

It may be notified by writing, printing, or the  business. Senator Harradine, | know, would
like; which is the general course taken with all very much like to have a part in this debate.

our acts of parliament. Yet, whatever way is Senator Harradine feels extremely strongly
made use of, itis incumbent on the promulga- 5p5t these topics

tors to do it in the most public and perspicu-
ous manner; not like Caligula, who (according ~ Senator Chamarette—He would probably

to Dio Cassius) wrote his laws in a very small pe calling quorums at this very moment.
character, and hung them up upon high pillars,
the more effectually to ensnare the people. Senator BOURNE—Yes, Senator Chama-

That is what we are doing. If this goe rette, if Senator Harradine were here, he
through, we are writing this law in smaIISWOUId be calling quorums at this very mo-
charactérs and we are hanging it up upon t ment. Don't give me ideas! Senator Harradine
hiah pillars ng_not being given the opportunity to debate
ghp : this, not because this is an urgent bill; there
~ Senator Chamarette—And not delivering is no urgency in this. As we have seen from
It. this very goodAlert Digestfrom the Scrutiny
Senator BOURNE—ANd not delivering it. ©Of Bills Committee, and as we can see if we
Senator Chamarette is right. We are writin%jSt read the bill, there is no urgency. Senator
it in small characters, we are hanging it onrfarradine is being denied that right because
the high pillars and we are not letting theve have a collusion, not between all members
people out to get to the high pillars to pickof the government and all members of the

the bloody thing up. | apologise to the SenatéPposition; we have a collusion between some
| should not be swearing. The report conmembers of the government and some mem-

tinues: bers of the opposition.

The maxim of law that ignorance of the law is no | am sure that there is a former immigration
excuse is based on the assumption that people argnisters club. They have probably got a tie
able to find out what the law is that affects themand they probably wear it proudly. They

It seems to the committee that the provisions ofnsyre that what h ns with the Miaration
this bill are clearly designed to make it as difficul?é sure that what happens with the Migratio

° . ct is that, if any money may have to be
as possible for the people subject to these laws ’ ; .
ﬁndpout what rightsaheg have ]in law. pent, they do not like money being spent. If

. ] anybody’s basic human rights are being
How true. The report continues: trampled on, they seem to like that. | hope to
The committee rejects the notion that this igyoodness | am wrong. But if this bill is given

justified because it will cost money to enable themyrgency, if this bill goes through, obviously

to exercise their rights if they find out about themy 5y not wrong and, obviously, that is what
And | reject it as well. The report continuesis the case.
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I have been thinking of designs for the People who come to our shores will not
former immigration ministers club tie. | amknow if they are entitled to these basic human
thinking of having a few made up and sentights. Why do you think these people are
around to them so they can wear them withgetting in a boat? These people are coming
pride. But if they see what design is on themfrom countries where their human rights are
maybe they will not want to wear them. not looked after. Of course some of them are

Senator Chamarette interjecting economic refugees and some of them are

Senator BOURNE—Don't tempt me again genuine humanitarian refugees. This is only

Senator Chamarette. | am not going to teff'N9 to affect them.

you what | thought of. This week is refugee | guess they are supposed to dream the
week. What fabulous timing for the urgencynight before they come to our shores that God
of this billl There was a forum in Parliamentsays to them, ‘When you get to those shores,
House all day yesterday that discussed théUu have a right to ask for legal representa-
rights and the lack of rights of refugees. Theyion.’ If God, Budda or whoever doesn’t come
do not have an awful lot of rights in thisto them in that dream and tell them that, then
country, and this is taking away one of théhey do not know that. They have to ask for
basic ones urgently. it. Jhey_lc%rr?e from clfountrles Iwhere thltSf is not
| cannot understand how anybody coul@'C'Narty the case. ff you or | were getting in
vote for this. Perhaps | am wrong. Perhap$ boat and going to another country, we

people will not vote for this. Perhaps theWOuld know this because we come from a

government and the opposition will not use&ountry where it ordinarily is the case that we

torture on their members who believe indo have a right to access the law. These

human rights by forcing them to vote on thisPECPIE are coming from countries where that
But | amgsure t¥1at is v?/hat they are going {dS not the case. Therefore, this is a totally
do. | may be wrong. | hope to goodness | arwus_Ory right on their part.

wrong. | look forward to being wrong if that It is all very well to say that these people

happens. have an absolute right to do this. Yes, they do

; ; ave an absolute right to do this. But if they
This week is refugee week. When Humaﬁ() not know they have the absolute right to

. do this, how on earth are they supposed to
to Hobart to launch refugee week, he had Ju§3k for it? They probably do not even speak

found out about this bill being introduced. Le : L :
me remind senators of when this bill wagnglish. Itis just outrageous that this chamber
Is even considering that this bill will be

introduced. It was introduced last Thursda
about 10 minutes before we rose. There wa¥9ent.
no opportunity for any other debate because Let me tell you what will happen if this bill
we were not sitting on Friday. The govern-does not end up being urgent. | have spoken
ment and the opposition have been trying evéd the Human Rights Commissioner, Mr Chris
since to make sure it is voted on and it isSidoti, about this and he believes that there is
passed with as much alacrity as possible ar@h opportunity before August, when we get
with as little debate as possible, as is usudlack, for himself and for the Commonwealth
with these sorts of amendments to the immi©mbudsman, Miss Philippa Smith—I have
gration act. not spoken to her, but | am sure she would
So we are in refugee week. The refuge@9ree with this—to sit down with officers of
week summit has had enormous amounts 81€ immigration department and discuss the
discussion in one of the Senate committeBoblems that have been identified.
rooms. Yesterday the rights of refugees were Perhaps there are problems here that | do
discussed and found to be wanting. That wasot see—if there are, they are not being fixed
even without this. Will they be found to beby this bill. So Mr Chris Sidoti is willing to
wanting after this goes through, if it goessit down with officers of the immigration
through? | still live in hope that the urgencydepartment to talk about whether there are
will be denied for this. problems with the immigration act and wheth-
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er there are problems with people being givetee—and it is absolutely right. But | wonder
knowledge of their human rights in thiswhether officers of the Department of Foreign
country, their basic and what should be\ffairs and Trade, in particular officers of the
inalienable human rights in this country.  international organisations’ branch of that
He is willing to sit down with immigration department, were consulted about this. If they
department officials, Attorney-General departl/€re consulted, | wonder what they came up
ment officials and Department of Foreign/Vith and what sort of advice they gave. | do
Affairs and Trade officials—there is anothefOt believe they would have advised that this
interesting point; | will go on to that in a d0€S Not transgress international treaties to
minute—to discuss at length how that can b@hich Australia is a party.
fixed. He is sure that there is a solution that | might note that we now have a Joint
can be agreed to by all sides. He is sure th&tanding Committee on Treaties of which |
can happen. am also a member. | am sure there will be
If somebody can tell me why making suremany opportunities for that committee to
that 15 per cent of those people who may d#iScuss our immigration laws. Most certainly
may not arrive on these shores before the dowill be bringing this up for discussion
August do not have the right to ask for legaghould this matter go through. Most certainly
access because they do not know about it igvill be looking at whether the implications
more urgent than the Human Rights Commisof this law transgress any of the human rights
sioner and the Commonwealth Ombudsmal€aties or other international obligations to
sitting down with officials of the Attorney- Which Australia is a party. This is something
General’s Department, the Department gve should all consider very Closely before we
|mmigrati0n and the Department of ForeigﬁjeCide whether this bill should be regarded as
Affairs and Trade and discussing ways thatrgent.

we can solve this problem without going to |y conclusion, let me say that | do not
these lengths, without taking away thesgglieve this bill is urgent. | do not believe that
human rights, then | will be pleased to heagaking away the basic human rights of people
it. But | have not heard it yet. who land on our shores, whether they be

The Department of Foreign Affairs andAustralians or not, is urgent. | do not believe
Trade has a section which is involved irthat this bill, because it has been prepared so
international law and which looks at ourquickly, is particularly well written. | am not
international covenants. | know about thesblaming anyone who has drafted the bill, but
matters because | am a member of the foreignbelieve it has been done with such haste
affairs subcommittee and the human rightsecause there is a desire to plug a leak. | am
subcommittee of the Joint Committee orsure that is the case here. The Human Rights
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade which, ICommissioner has been exercising his right to
am very pleased to say, has been reconstitd@ok after the rights of others—which | hope
ed. That section of the department does sonte will always do—and that is the leak.

very good work. If this bill becomes an | 5 gyre that when we look at the report
urgent bill, 1 will have several pages of

. . s fof the Senate Standing Committee for the
questions | will be wishing to ask as part olgeriiny of Bills; when we look at the way
what will be a very extensive debate in thgne Hyman Rights Commissioner has actually

committee stage. | will certainly ask whethegaap prepared to sit down with the people

the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trad&.gncerned to discuss whether there is a
was consulted about what will happen Shou%roblem; when we look at how many people
this bill be passed. will be affected by this between now and 20
Between when the court case came to it&ugust; when we look at how much money
conclusion and the introduction of this billthis will cost—which is always of paramount
there has been an extraordinarily short amouirhportance to some senators in this chamber;
of time. It is obviously not a very well written when we consider whether Senator Harradine
bill, according to the scrutiny of bills commit- should be entitled to speak on this matter—
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we all know it is something of great import-has been asked to do—that is, put any other
ance to him; when we look at how muchconsideration in a secondary position to the
money this will cost between now and 2(ottom line; get rid of embarrassments such
August, then | am sure, when all those thingas human rights, reasonable fair play and
happen, we will consider it and vote againsfiustralia’s reputation in international fora.

I . | said that this seems to be the pattern of
Senator MARGETTS (Western Australia) the government—to pick off the powerless, to
(12.19 p.m.)—lI rise to speak on this importtake away their voice. We only have to see a
ant issue. It is not a matter that should gew examples of where this fits into the
through without full debate. We have beerpattern. The pattern is to take away the ability
asked to exempt the Migration Legislatiorof the people to speak with an organised
Amendment Bill (No. 2) from the cut off voice, that is, try to pick off unions, the
motion. Basically, the reasons given simplyrganisations by which people who are
do not hold water. It has been suggested theygorking can get a voice and some kind of
is a degree of urgency regarding the goverfuastice within the system of the workplace.
ment's program. From today’'s debate we . .
realise that there is no urgency. This is de- What people have been picked off in terms
signed to pre-empt a decision which is beinﬁf the silent cuts—the cuts that have not been
dealt with by the courts and to try to save &nnounced? The kind of people who have had
little bit of money. It seems to be operatingheir voice taken away are migrants, people
on the principle that human rights and value¥ho do not have the ability to fight back and
should go out the window. Basically, we arévhose position in Australian society might be

being asked to pre-empt any proper considegonsidered to be tenuous on some issues. Let
ation of those human rights. us look at the issue of refugees, which is what

. . . we are talking about now. How much voice
The point of having a cut off motion is s0qq those people have in the political system?
that the community has time to consider whathe yoice is often only the voice that those
we have been asked to deliberate on. Thesople in this political System are prepared to

media have a right to look through t_he iSsUe§ive them. It is an easy target, and a cowardly
too; they are the main means by which peoplgyget.

find out about these issues. We should have

the ability to consider these issues properly. Let us pick off the young; let us find their
This is hardly a cut and dried matter. Therdraining programs and let us pick them off
has been little indication of urgency, but itbecause we know that they do not have the
seems the government wants it now; it wantbility to fight back. We know that we can
it out of the way. We could perhaps surmiséake away training programs and we know
there may be some embarrassment for tlieat we can change the funding for their
coalition since they want it out of the way,programs. We know that we can make them
since they want nobody else to look at whaess powerful or less able to negotiate for
they are doing. their employment contracts. We know that we
can threaten to dob them in if they do not

This is certainly not the way we want ©y e 5 rotten agreement that is offered to
operate; it is certainly not the way we wan hem. Let us pick on them as well
Australia to be seen in international fora. ' '

However, this seems to be the pattern of this Let us pick on the unemployed. When was
government. The pattern seems to be that yahe last time you saw 10,000 unemployed
go for the powerless. Perhaps it might makpeople marching in the streets of Australia?
the bean counters happy. Bean counters woulitkactly. That is a very easy target, so let us
probably say that human rights should beick on them as well. Let us pick on the
secondary to fiscal considerations. | am sungeople who have had less voice but are trying
that the authors of the Commission of Audito get a voice in this system. Let us pick on
report would be very pleased as it wouldvomen’s groups. Let us find networks of
seem the government is doing exactly what itomen and let us take away their funding or
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let us look at community groups who argQuorum formed)

hoping to do preventative community care.  genator WOODLEY (Queensland) (12.30
Let us look at the groups who are actuallyp.m.)—I want to speak to the motion which
trying to help themselves. Let us look at theseeks to exempt consideration of the

regions. Let us look at those things that ar®ligration Legislation Amendment Bill (No.
happening in our society and the people wha), which is considered urgent, from the order
traditionally have not had a voice who areof the Senate of 29 November 1994. This
trying to help themselves so that we do notoncerns me very deeply. This legislation is
get into a situation of crisis care. Let us looknot needed urgently because it is part of a
at Aboriginal groups. Let us pick them off asdebate that has been going on for 3,000 years.
well because it has been difficult for them tdt is not a debate about legislation that has
fight back. Let us face it: they have not beemesulted in the last couple of days. It actually
a popular issue. Let us pick on them as welhttacks a fundamental principle of the Judaeo-

Let us go along in this pattern for as long=nristian ethic and that is why I am con-
as we can because that way we can be segffned about it.
to be fixing the bottom line while at the same There is a fundamental principle which is
time we can get rid of the voice of all theseenshrined in a phrase which is constantly
troublesome minorities. Let us keep doing thaepeated throughout the whole of the Hebrew
and then we will make those people whacriptures: ‘You shall care for the fatherless,
wrote the Commission of Audit really, reallythe widow and the stranger.” The reminder to
happy. We will be putting the dollar beforethe Hebrew people is, “You were once strang-
every other value in this system. ers in Egypt; therefore you will care for the

| know that Senator Harradine, if he wastranger in your midst.

here, would be making his voice felt very ‘Stranger’ needs to be translated. What it
strongly on this issue. Not only would he beeally means is that, because the Israelites
making his voice strong in relation to whatwere refugees and immigrants in the land of
the government is doing; he would be makindggypt and were mistreated there, when refu-
his voice very strong in relation to the supporgees and immigrants come into their own land
which the opposition is giving on this issuethey should remember the treatment they
There are people we know who know that thiseceived and they should do differently. What
is the wrong thing. We have seen, from théhey should do is care very much for the
Scrutiny of Bills Committee, that there arepeople within their midst—look after them,
sufficient important substantive doubts aboubffer them succour and hospitality and go out
the legality of this. We certainly know thereof their way to treat them, if you like, even
are substantive doubts about the ethics, ametter than they would treat their own. That
substantive doubts about the legality in termindamental principle of the Judaeo-Christian
of Australia’s international obligations. Andethic is surely one that ought to shape our
yet there is an urgency for us to ignore thosattitude to the stranger, the immigrant, the
obligations. refugee in our own land.

| think we should all be ashamed. | think | am appalled that there should be any
that there are enough issues here that | shouddggestion that we would enshrine in legisla-
also, amongst other people, go on the speaken a principle that absolutely contradicts a
ers list for the second reading debate shoufdndamental principle of that Judaeo-Christian
this go through—should this shameful evengthic. If you look at the scriptures you will
occur today and should both major partiealmost certainly come across this phrase. It is
decide that this urgent removal of humamepeated in the historical books. It is repeated
rights is something this Senate should b the psalms and it is repeated in the wisdom
putting their name to. | hope | do not see itliterature of the Hebrew scriptures. Then it is
| can guarantee that, if it does happen, wearried forward into the New Testament. The
will be debating this for a substantial amounsame phrase, the same obligations, are laid
of time in this chamber. upon the early Christians, the early disciples,
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that they should care for and not be partiarhe guillotine will be applied and it will be
and not discriminate against those who wereoted on and passed. That is an appalling
strangers in their midst, those who were at therospect.

bottom of the heap. My appeal to the Senate is that we not
For these reasons, the Democrats are opHow the legislation to be brought into this
posed to seeing this legislation in any senggace now and that we give the legislation the
treated as urgent. We believe that if we are teonsideration that is needed. We should come
pass legislation like this it needs very extenback in the budget session and allow the
sive consideration. The implications need téggislation to come into this place then. The
be understood. All the ramifications need t@uillotine would not be applied, we would
be understood. We need to know what we afe@ave time to consider it and | would be able
doing to people. We need to know what wéo put to the good senators all the things that
are doing to our reputation in the internationaiveé need to do.
community and we need to know what we are This is the appeal | am making. | am not

doing to the fundamental ethical principlegrying to beat you about the head—I will do
upon which this nation was founded. If wethat later when we get to a more extensive

tear up those principles we are not simplyjebate. | am simply making the appeal. | seek
doing something in legislation which correctgeave to continue my remarks.

an administrative problem; we are attacking

the fundamental roots and principles upon Leave granted. )
which the nation was founded. Senator Carr—I understand certain other

. bills are now ready and the Manager of
dA5|C°”r‘19 tohthlsbdebateb—andlh?q to ruslsoyernment Business in the Senate has
own to the chamber to be part of it—I ampjjcated to me the willingness of the govern-

amazed that we even have to debate this poiffan 1o adjourn this debate. Is that the case?
in this place. Contrary to what | really be-

lieved when | came into this place, | have Senator Kemp—Yes. | have been advised
seen that most senators do give very dedpat the Senate can now proceed with con-
attention to these kinds of principles. They d§deration of a number of other important
care about what is happening in the communglements which are on the program, including
ty. | suspect that many senators in this placé'® tax assessment matter and the customs and
have really not understood what is going or€xcise matter. It is our intention to now
They have not understood the bureaucratkoceed, assuming all the amendments and
pressure which is forcing us into making Peakers are available. | move:

hasty decision. | am sure in the days and That the debate be now adjourned.

years ahead we will come to regret this Question resolved in the affirmative.

decision when we come to understand what
we will do if we force this legislation upon =~ TAXATION LAWS AMENDMENT

the Senate. BILL (No. 1) 1996
| speak strongly against the motion for this Consideration of House of
legislation to be urgently passed or debated. Representatives Message

| trust that the Senate is going to pause andconsideration resumed from 25 June of

this place. We know what will happen. If | H R .
thought we were going to bring it in here and HOouse of Representatives message—

debate it properly, then | would not have so Schedule of the amendment made to which the
many concerns. We have been told—and | afiouse of Representatives disagrees:

sure it is correct—that the way the number§l) Schedule 1, item 1, page 3 (lines 5 to 11),
are in the Senate it will not be debated prog?mit the item, substitute:

erly. We want to spend a number of days ofi Subsection 221YA(1) (definition ofprovisional

it because of its importance. It will not betax uplift factor)

debated properly and will be forced through. Repeal the definition, substitute:
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provisional tax uplift factor, in relation to a and, in place thereof, requests the House of Repre-
year of income, means, until the Parliamensentatives to make amendments to the bill as
otherwise provides, 6%. follows:

(Quorum formed) No. 1— Schedule 1, item 1, page 3, omit the

Senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant definition c_>fprovisiona| tax uplift factor,
Treasurer) (12.42 p.m.)—We are now debat- substitute:
ing the message from the House of Represen- provisional tax uplift factor has the meaning
tatives in relation to Taxation Laws Amend- ~ 9iven by section 221YAAA.
ment Bill (No. 1). In layman’s terms, the No. 2— Schedule 1, page 3, after item 1, insert:
message is that the House has not agreed with A After section 221YA
the request that the Senate made of it earlier
this week. That particular amendment related ~ Insert:
to the setting of the default rate for the provi- 221YAAA Provisional tax uplift factor
sional tax uplift factor for the future. The (1) This section sets out the meaning of
amendment that the Senate moved the other provisional tax uplift factorfor a year of
day, against the government’s wishes, was income.
that the Qefault rate be I(.)W.ered on a perma- (2) The provisional tax uplift factor for the
nent basis from the existing 10 per cent, 1996-97 year of income is 6%.
which has existed since default rates first (3) The provisional tax uplift factor for a
came in in 1990, to six per cent. | move: later year of income (thiater provisional

That the committee does not insist on its amend- tax yea) is the percentage worked out
ment disagreed to by the House of Representatives using the formula:

[ 100% x

(4) The GDP amountfor a quarter is the

Sum of GDP amounts for the quarters in the later calendar year
Sum of GDP amounts for the quarters in the earlier calendar year - 100%

(8) If the percentage worked out under sub-

amount published in the document men-
tioned in subsection (5) as the original
gross domestic product (GDP(l)) at cur-

section (3) is not a whole number, it is
rounded to the nearest whole number
(rounding a number ending in .5 down-

rent prices for the quarter. wards).

(5) The document for the purposes of subsec-  (9) If the percentage worked out under sub-
tion (4) is the first document published by section (3) is negative, it is instead 0%.
the Australian Statistician after the end of; 0. 3— Schedule 1, item 2, page 3, omit "amend-

the later calendar year that sets ou ment made by this Part applies”, substi-
amounts as mentioned in subsection (4) tute "amendments made by this Part
for all of the quarters in both the later apply”.

calendar year and the earlier calenda]r
year. also table a supplementary explanatory

(6) For the purposes of subsections (3) to (5y€morandum relating to the government
earlier calendar yearmeans the calendar requests for amendments to be moved to this
year that occurs immediately before the latebpill.
calendar year. The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN (Sena-
later calendar yeameans the calendar yeartor Knowles)—I point out to the committee
ending on the 31 December occurring mosghat the substitute amendments moved by the
recently before the later provisional taxgovernment are in the form of requests for
year. . .amendments. This appears to arise from an
quarter means a period of 3 months end'”Q\pterpretation of section 53 of the constitution

on 31 March, 30 June, 30 September or 3 . ,
December. adopted in recent years by the government’s

(7) In working out the percentage under sub@dvisers, part of the interpretation being that

section (3), any substituted accounting@nything which might be disadvantageous to
period is disregarded. taxpayers in any way requires a request. As



2368 SENATE Thursday, 27 June 1996

has been pointed out in earlier statements, tlg®vernment had stood for election on a
interpretation has not been accepted by th@atform of making the uplift factor six per
Senate. The question of the application of theent. They never said anything at all during
relevant provision of section 53 is still underthe election campaign about 10 per cent for
consideration by a Senate committee. | makibe out-years. If one reads the fine print of
this statement so that, if the Senate agreesttweir electoral documents, one can see the
the requests, it will not be taken as agreeingledge was that the uplift factor in the 1996-
to the view of section 53 on which the re-97 year would be six per cent and the docu-
guests are based. ments were silent thereafter.

Senator COOK (Western Australia) (12.45 So it was a complete surprise to all of us to
p.m.)—Notwithstanding the informationsee the government, so soon after its election,
Madam Temporary Chairman has just providputting through a bill in which there was six
ed the committee, can | say that the opposper cent for one year and 10 per for the rest.
tion welcomes these amendments from thkadeed, in the committee inquiry the Senate
government. It is probably worth taking aconducted into this matter, evidence adduced
minute of the chamber’s time to remind itfrom industry organisations made it clear that
what is in fact happening here. ‘Taxatiorthey welcomed the change to six per cent but
Laws Amendment Bill (No. 1) 1996’ is a were astonished and dismayed about and in
glorious and arcane title. Everyone, upompposition to an elevation of the provisional
hearing a reading of that title, instantly knowdax uplift factor to 10 per cent thereafter.

what it deals with. What it deals with and \ynat has happened in this chamber is that
what everyone knows it deals with is thepe gpposition, the Greens and the Democrats
provisional tax uplift factor—that is to say,nave voted out the 10 per cent, the bill has
the tax that is paid in advance by smalyone pack to the House and the government
business or those who receive income froffss insisted on its changes but now in this
investment in anticipation of what theirchamper proposes to make an amendment.
earnings will be in the next tax year. That amendment, which is a complex one,
This has been a matter of high controversintroduces for the out-years a formula where-
in this chamber for some time. Indeed, it waby GDP income growth for the out-years will
a matter on which the election was fought irbe the calculation upon which the provisional
part. People will remember that in the electiomplift factor will be based.
campaign the government, as the then opposi-gpeaking for the opposition, that seems to
tion, featured the role of small business as ag, 5 huge step away and a huge backward
important driver in the Australian economy, tep from what the government's position
and made promises about what they would dgas  \We welcome their backdown. That
for small business. clearly is what it is. It is a backdown to a
One of the promises they made, and themore sensible formula which relates to in-
made it at a clarion level, was that the provicome growth in GDP for any year. It is on the
sional tax uplift factor, which had been set abasis of relating the uplift factor taxing level
eight per cent, would be reduced to six peto what the anticipated level of income might
cent. The bill that we considered before antie for a company rather than setting it at a
returned to the House as unsatisfactory comominal 10 per cent level.
tained a provision that for the tax year 1996- g4 in the first instance. we welcome this
97 the uplift factor would be six per cent butymengment and acknowledge the background
for all the other out-years it would be 10 per,yainst which this amendment is made. Once
cent. again it shows that the Senate has an import-
What the opposition, the Australian Demo-ant role in keeping the government honest,
crats and the Greens did was vote down theolding them to their election commitments
10 per cent part for the out-years whileand, in the event, staring them down and
keeping the six per cent part for the next yeamaking them come back with a formula
They did it for the very sound reason that thevhich expresses, at least in my view, the
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intent of that election commitment. So weance of our argument that the provisional
support it. uplift factor should not be a fixed percentage

| think this amendment will be welcomedbut should be a percentage derived from
by all in small business. This government—&conomic indicators of growth in the econ-
government which small business trusted t8mMy- This argument has been put on a hum-
deliver on their behalf—had put throughber of occasions in this chamber. If you check
within three months of its election a bill back in theHansardyou will see that that is
which did not do what small business anticivhat we have been saying each time this
pated it would do but it has now been refmatter has come up. As a result, we may
quired to do that. Small business will wel-actually avoid the annual battle as government
come this. Self-funded retirees and those wh¥£eks to alter a fixed rate to something more
get income from investments will welcome it'eéasonable.

too, and we will support it. The use of the income based GDP figures
Since we are in the committee stage, | hawill probably give a fairly reasonable indica-
a couple of questions for the ministertion of what companies may expect in growth.
Minister, in order to clarify the record, | askThere is of course the ability to alter the
you to explain the operation of the formulauplift, since provisional tax returns need not
What is the government's estimate for thée filed for nine months, by which time
1997-98 year, and on what data is that base@i@sinesses will have a pretty good idea of

Senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant Whether they will be making the amount
Treasurer) (12.50 p.m.)—The effect of théxpected under the tax uplift.
amendment is to, as Senator Cook says, set§ am pleased to see that there is now a

formula. In future years of income the proviqrmyla. It may over time be something that
sional tax uplift factor will be a percentagecan he finetuned, but at least there will not be
determined by reference to the nominalys fyndamental battle on the way the figure
increase in GDP—a figure published by theg chosen. It gives a pretty good indication of
Commonwealth statistician—for the 12y,o \4jye of the Senate process in getting
months ending 31 December immediateljeqple together to try to get an outcome. | am
before the relevant year of income. pleased to see that there have been efforts in
It will still be open to the parliament to trying to move to that outcome.
legislate a separate rate in respect of a par- . . . .
ticular year, but the default rate each year will | feel fairly certain that in the meantime,
be based on the nominal GDP in the precedihilst this bill has gone back to the House of
ing full calendar year. For example, if it wasRepresentatives, the representatives of small
June 1997—that is, we were 12 months dowRusiness in Australia .have be_en speaking to
the track—and we were looking at 1997-9gmembers, and especially ministers from the
the default rate for that year would be whatgovernment, to let them know that they
ever the figure is for the nominal GDP in theP€lieve what is proposed here is a good idea
full calendar year 1996. It means you are i®"d is @ much better outcome than what was
fact lagging one quarter behind the lateftroposed earlier.
available GDP, depending on when the uplift | giso feel certain that there will be a

factor was set. If it were set at, say, this timey,mper of honourable senators on the govern-
of the year for the following year, you would ment side who will be pleased that the majori-
not have taken account of the March quartg(; i the Senate chose to come together in
GDP figure. The government believed it waghis way and were fairly firm in relation to
more appropriate to have a full calendar yeahis that we were not going to be quietly
figure, which is a more commonly understooghyshed on this issue. It is an issue that has
concept. come up again and again. It is time to make
Senator MARGETTS (Western Australia) a commonsense decision rather than have the
(12.53 p.m.)—The Greens (WA) are verysame argument each year in a situation which
pleased that the government has taken cognis-less than satisfactory for all concerned.
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Senator STOTT DESPOJA (South Aus- around the May-June period, yes, it would be
tralia) (12.55 p.m.)—The Australian Demo-available. The default rate will be the figure
crats are supporting, with qualification, thefor the nominal growth in GDP(l) for the
amendments before the Senate. We seek iceceding calendar year over the year before
amend one of the amendments: that and those figures will be known in

Subsection 221YAAA(3), omit "The provision- February or thereabouts—in other words, in

al", substitute "Unless the Parliament otherwis@dvance of when you would be introducing

provides, the provisional". the bill. In response to Senator Stott Despoja:

| understand this reflects similar wording thathe government would prefer to leave it as it
is currently in the act. Senator Kernot wouldS _because the parliament can always other-

have been here to move the amendment, byyise provide it. The parliament has the power
she is otherwise engaged. to do that and it will continue to do so.

On that point | note that the Democrats Senator COOK (Western Australia) (12.59
were rather perturbed at the short notice givgmm.)—On the subject of the amendment by
to us in regard to the government amendmen&enator Stott Despoja on behalf of the Aus-
before us. We commend the coalition goverrtralian Democrats: while | am in sympathy
ment for perhaps finally showing a willing- with the objective she has here, | also share
ness to negotiate or at least to compromise dhe view that it is a matter for parliament and
this matter. It is certainly a matter that thethat including those words in the proposed
Democrats have been debating for a longection is to some extent—and | mean this in
time. We have been seeking to amend ththe nicest way—meaningless. It does not add
provisional tax uplift factor for a number of anything to it. | therefore do not see the
years. So we are pleased to see that both tharpose of making that change.

Q(I)‘Ft)h?;d the coalition have finally agreed to In relation to the calculation of the formula,

i ] | want to clarify with the minister that GDP
The intent of our amendment makes it cleaghould be GDPI. Can the minister also clarify
that it would be up to the parliament tothat the working of the formula is the ratio of
ensure that the uplift factor is reviewedihe difference between the figure derived in

depending on economic circumstances, on @fe top column and the figure derived under
annual basis. | am wondering whether thahe line in the bottom column.

amendment is acceptable to the coalition and o _
to the opposition. Senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant
Senator WatsoR—In the amendment do Treasurer) (1.01 p.m.)—Yes, we are talking

. bout GDPI. So far as the formula is con-
you mean the government or the parhamen@emed, that formula means that you would

Senator STOTT DESPOJA—The parlia- have the increase in the nominal GDP for
ment. | understand—and your advisers mayalendar year zero over the nominal increase
be able to assist in this regard—that thigh the GDP for the preceding calendar year.
reflects similar wording in the current act. i
That is the Australian Democrats’ proposed Senator BELL (Tasmania) (1.02 p.m.)—lI

amendment. | apologise that Senator Kerndf@nt to respond to the suggestion that the

. ous, and that the parliament has the capacity
Senator WATSON (Tasmania) (12.58 ¢, reyiew each year. It is important that this
p.m.)—| seek an undertaking from th

: k rgument be conducted properly because for
government that in the annual setting of thg g bropery

. | X ~several years parliament has attempted to
uplift factor the calculation provided by th'sconvinceythe gl?)vernment of the timlg that
formula is in the second reading speech.

there was good reason to change the tax uplift

Senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant factor. There have been many opportunities
Treasurer) (12.58 p.m.)—In response téor parliament to take that and put it to the
Senator Watson: assuming that the bill to sgfovernment but of course we have had great
the rate for the following year is introduceddifficulty doing that.
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It sounds as if | am filibustering, and thatbut it has been dismissed as being irrelevant.
is exactly what | am doing because | need thedo not think it will harm it. If, in your
minister’s attention to make this point properopinion, it is superfluous then surely it will
ly. I assume that the opposition’s shadowmot detract from the intention of your amend-
minister is at least with me on this, directingnent, which we support as being a darned
my remarks through you, Madam Chair. | alsaight better than defaulting to a rate which is
make the comment that the ALP was alsso far out of kilter from the reality of the
difficult to move. When parliament expressegconomic situation.

an opinion—at least in this chamber we were Senator WATSON (Tasmania) (1.05
expressing the opinion—that the taxat'o?y.m.)—l think the form(ula is desgrik()ed in

uplift factor was out of kilter with the prevail- uch words as ‘to remove the possibility of its

ing economic circumstances, with the rate ; ; : . -
; : eing out of kilter with economic reality’. We
inflation and the other GDP measurementg,_, ;- acknowledge the government's wis-

we were unable, as a Senate, to impress t gm in so rewording this. This default provi-

government at the time. sion will overcome the fear of and the objec-

I will return to the theme and express it sjon to the previous default figure having the
that the minister can at least address himselapacity to be out of kilter with the economic
to this argument now. Senator Short's comreality of the time. What does concern me in
ment that this would be superfluous illustrateghis debate is that the opposition parties seem
the fact that for several years this chambab have lost sight of the important issue. Each
has attempted to bring this matter to thgear the government sets the current year
attention of the government of the day. Thigate—in other words, the uplift factor is set
is not superfluous. This is a requirement thainnually—and this government is delivering,
parliament at least be considered and that thed has delivered now, on its election com-
government needs to defer to parliament imitment to set the current rate at six per cent.
this regard. We seem to have conveniently overlooked the

| hope Senator Short recalls the attempts f@ct that prior to today’s amendment the
bring the provisional tax uplift factor into a default factor has not changed for many years.
closer relationship with the prevailing eco-Suddenly we see a different approach by
nomic circumstances. That failed for severdnembers opposite, now that they are in
years. Each time it was considered, the confPposition, to this default factor.

ments were made that it was the wrong | have studied and have been involved in
moment to bring it up because the rates haghimerous hearings on uplift factors over the
been determined for the year, and that this {Fears. No doubt this new mechanism is an
the wrong bill within which to conduct this jmprovement. It will create certainty from
debate. parliamentary manipulations. The minister
The reason for the Australian Democratsindicated in his second reading speech that he
amendment is to ensure that parliament il give expression to this formula in terms
taken into regard if there is something wron®f a percentage, which will be useful in
with this calculation, and it does not have theomparing the default figure with the figure
desired effect and needs a little more than findat will continue to be set on an annual
tuning. We support entirely the recognitiorbasis.
that the taxation factor needs to be in concert g think, all round, the government is

with prevailing economic circumstances. TOyqeeq to be congratulated on not adopting
put in the front at (3), that ‘unless parliamenie tactics of the previous government, a
otherwise provides,” at least we are paying,yemment which indicated its refusal to
regard to the fact that parliament should havgsien to the Senate and thereby had the
the capacity to review it. potential to place small business and self-

The opportunity should be taken becauskinded retirees at the higher penal rate of 10
we have had the experience over a number pér cent. It is important that the readers of
years of trying to do something about it herethis debate acknowledge that this coalition
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approach is from a caring, listening govern- But there may be some reason why growth
ment that is not prepared to adopt the bullyfigures are not a suitable mechanism for
boy tactics of the previous Labor Partycalculating this. | cannot specifically give an
government, when it was in power, of threatexample now but there may be some reason
ening to listen to the Senate, to take the uplifn the future when there is some specific
factor back to the House of Representativagason that parliament needs to have some
and then threaten, ‘The opposition’s failure t@crutiny. This builds in the indication that
deliver will result in the penal rate applyingthere is an expectation that, should things fall
to even the current year.’ out of sync, or should there be a reason that

It is important that we articulate this differ-this formula is no longer applicable, or it
ence in approach between this governmef€€ds to be adjusted, then parliament has the
and the Keating government. Because of thdight to be involved in that decision. There-
last year the opposition was not prepared t©r€, We are supporting the government's

put at risk all those hundreds of thousands dgduest and supporting the Democrats’ amend-
taxpayers who were subject to provisional taf'ent to this request.

applications. Senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant

| congratulate Senator Short and his advisFreasurer) (1.11 p.m.)—In response to the
ers on coming up with this new formula. ItDemocrats | do not think | can say much
will remove the need for the sort of lengthymore than | said before. | do think that it is
debates that have occurred in this place in théhnecessary to have the words in because
past and it will put the uplift factor on a muchparliament always has the right to decide
more certain and rational plane. Over thé#hese things. Although there was no change—
years | have been a member of a number @hd Senator Bell, | think, talked about the fact
committees examining this. In those days wthat there was no change in recent years—it
were absolutely appalled, for example, thavas not because the parliament did not have
the Treasury was not able to come up with a chance; it was because the parliament, in its
formula, such as that which Senator Short pwollective wisdom, decided not to make a
down in his amendment today, to give ushange. But the principle was there that the
some idea of how the rates were fixed. Thiparliament was able to decide, had it so
lack of basic information from the previouschosen to vary it, and it will continue to do
government was something that caused a gresat.
deal of ire and concern, particularly in the A yery important plus of what we are
small business community. | think the Libera roposing here—and | would not want to
Party and National Party coalition is 0 b&,jermine the importance of what we are
applauded for the very constructive way it ha roposing here—namely, the formula ap-
tackled this issue, not only for today but for, o5 'is the good approach. It is reliable, it

the future. is understandable, and people know the
Senator Calvert—Another promise deliv- situation. It gives an element of certainty to

ered. the scene which is necessary. For that rea-
Senator WATSON—As Senator Calvert son—although, as | say, parliament does

has said, another promise has been fulgiways have the right to change that—I would
delivered. not want to give the impression that it was

Senator MARGETTS (Western Australia) SOMething that we were going to be mucking
(1.10 p.m.)—I rise to indicate that the Greenﬁlround with from one year to the other unless
(WA) will Support the Democrats’ amendmenileré were really very important circum-

; o e ; tances. If there are very important circum-
to include the specific ability for parliament> C X
to review the upplift factor.yAs Ipsaid, we Stnces requiring us to ook at changing the

certainly support the government’s request tB)rmuIa approach, then the parliament can do
this bill. We believe that it is a lot wiser than>""

anything that has come out in the last few | also make a point of clarification, just in
years. case there was anything misunderstood in
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what | said before in terms of the formula inthe application of the provisional uplift factor,
response to Senator Cook when | said that ftut, more importantly, by the rest of the
was one year over the GDP of the precedingconomic policies and the mismanagement of
year. It is, but just to make it quite clear as tdhe former government. We all know the
how it works, you add up the four quarterlyresults of that. Tens of thousands of small
GDP numbers for this year and the precedinigusinesses went out of business. They became
year. If we were doing it now, it would be thebankrupt, insolvent and the like because of
four quarters of each of 1995 and 1994he policies of the former government.
calendar years. You then multiply that by

100. That, I am told, would give you a factor So | stress that this compromise decision is
X : , ?\gt a backdown. | must say that we would

If you were using the statistics of those twi X
years, the figure would be 5.7 per cent, as &VE preferred, because we thought it made a
the moment. It would be rounded to thdOt Of sense, to leave the default rate at 10 per
nearest percentage. So 5.7 per cent would ﬁ”f" That would have been our first best
to six per cent. If the formula had come ouf"'0ic€, and that is why we had it in the bill.
at, say, 5.4 or 5.5 per cent, it would hav ut we were very concerned at the amend-
been rounded down to five per cent. | jusf’€Nt that was passed the other day, because
want to make it clear that that is the way it®_have the bill continue as it had been
Wworks. amended in the Senate the other day would
have caused several very serious potential
May | thank the government, the Democratproblems. What we have come up with now
and the Greens for their generous support fé8 a compromise, which | am very pleased to
this proposal. Let me say, though, at theee is generally accepted. It makes a lot of
outset that this is certainly no backdown oisense. It provides stability and certainty so far
our part. The fact is that our election commitas the calculation of the rate is concerned.
ment was delivered in spades with the bill as
originally presented when it came into th
arliament, because our commitment was th : ! e
\llave would reduce the uplift factor from eight mething like $180 million in 1996-97 to

per cent to six per cent. That is what the b”[)rowsmnal tax payers and, therefore, particu-

i, W never did gve any pemanent com Y STl ushess as & reslt o e edc
mitment that it would be six per cent, becausg; ht per cent to six per cent. Small business,

circumstances can change a great deal frg hink, recognises the great value of that and

one year to the next and it would be ver - .
foolish for any government to do that. But he fact that the coalition has delivered fully

what we did say was that we wanted to g@" ts promise in that respect,

something that the former government had not | thank all the senators for their contribution
been prepared to do in the past, and that was the debate. | am pleased to see that we will
to pitch the uplift factor each year at a figurenow have a sensible result, which, | think,
approximating nominal GDP growth. will be for the benefit of all of us.

The fact that Labor governments had not Senator COOK (Western Australia) (1.18
been prepared to do that in the past caus@dm.)—Senator Short has contested some of
great concern to provisional tax payersthe language that we have used in describing
particularly small businesses. It was having the events in this chamber. | do not think
significant detrimental cash flow effect onanything that he said causes me to change my
them from one year to the next because tHanguage, because on the formula, as he
uplift factor was at a rate in excess of thalescribed it in the very same speech he has
growth in the taxable incomes of many ofust made, he said that, if this formula had
them. What we have done is to meet fully thevorked this year, the uplift factor would be
election commitment we made to smalkix per cent and what he had in the out-years
business because of the great damage that hads 10 per cent. So that is a significant
been bestowed on small business, not just lmhange in the position.

| repeat that we have delivered on our
omise to provide a cash flow benefit of
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The other point | would like to make, sincels there any need for it to be elaborated upon,
he mentioned the former government, is thair clarified in any way?

in my speech on the second reading | simply senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant

went to the statistics. The Bureau of Industnytreasyrer) (1.22 p.m.)—I draw Senator Bell's
Economics’ publication on industry trends inttention to subclause (4)—it may appear
Australia shows that all of the employmeng|sewnhere as well. It talks about current prices
growth in Australia over the last three yearsy, the quarter. That, in effect, is saying the

has been due to the growth of small businesggme thing as saying ‘nominal’. What was
and employment growth in Australia is at th'?our other question?

highest level of any nation in the OECD. That

is hardly a bad performance by the previous S€nator Bel—I was just questioning the
government. use of the word ‘nominal’ to ensure that we

are perfectly clear about there being just one

Let me have one last question—I think it isPossible GDPI which is referred to.
the last question—to Senator Short, and that Senator SHORT—I think my response to
is coming back to the formula that is nowyou clarifies that: there is just one figure.
being proposed to be introduced. In view of Amendment negatived.
the explanation of that formula, what is the __ . . . . i
position under the formula if the Statistician, Original question resolved in the affirma-
as he often does, revises any of the estimath¥e-
referred to in that formula? | am sure that Resolution reported; report adopted.
gten_at_or §hort is aware that when the MIGRATION LEGISLATION
atistician’s reports come out, they come out AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2) 1996
as a sort of first round of the statistics. A :
complete case by case analysis is then done Report of Legal and Constitutional
and, frequently, the Statistician puts out a Legislation Committee

revision. The first release attracts all the ganator ELLISON (Western Australia)—|
headlines; the revision often attracts none. B‘btresent the report of the Legal and Constitu-
Ctional Legislation Committee on the Migration

basing a formula like this on his returnsy ggisiation Amendment Bill (No 2) 1996.
which ones apply: the initial release, or the .
revised estimates? Ordered that the report be printed.

Senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant CUSTOMS TARIFF AMENDMENT

Treasurer) (1.21 p.m.)—The answer to Sena- BILL (No. 1) 1996

tor Cook’s question is that it would be the Second Reading

eight préceding quarters in the Bureau's fret DEDALE resumed

publication after the end of the calendar year, S€nator COOK (Western Australia) (1.25
m.)—I have caused to be circulated in the

Any further revisions to those figures wouldP:
not be taken into account. chamber a change to my amendment to the

second reading motion. | seek leave to substi-

Senator BELL (Tasmania) (1.21 p.m.)— tute that for the amendment | had previously
Let me follow that for a moment. While indicated to the Senate.
accepting the answer that has been given, and_eave granted.
understanding that answer, at one stage, Mini- ganator COOK—I move:
ster, you did mention the word ‘nominal’. . S
That which is in writing here in the amend-; 'g‘} mg gn%igzt?ﬁa{ponon, add ", but the Senate
ment, is GDPI. Now we h_ave the information (a) the ILZ:ustoms T.ariff Amendment Bill (No. 1)
}.h?]t Wha; will b.e given %’V'” be the first pub- K 1996 deceitfully disguises the introduction
ished information. Is there any need, | as of a new tax on consumers through increas-

legitimately, to ensure that there is no confu- ing the cost to consumers of imported goods
sion about which actual figure will be used? that were previously tariff free, while having
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a negative impact on industry developmentioes do is make clear the sentiments we all
through not providing adequate alternativeye|q jn common and the failings that we all
assistance by way of the Policy By-Lawsjecejved to be the failings of that previous

system; and . bill. I hope for those reasons that this motion
(b) the bill should be amended so that: can be carried.

@) %00%53:” personal (‘330 dnsumpticlm to "‘{.hiCh Senator MARGETTS (Western Australia)
aril oncession Oraers apply continue, - . . - H
to enter Australia free of duty, and (1.28 p.m.)—lI realise this will read badly in
(ii) no change is made to the duty rate whichs|_|ansmd We are shocked—absolutely
: : " hocked! No—we do realise there have been
_Curremly applies to Policy By-Laws" a lot of negotiations in relation to this bill. |
Can | just say a word about that so thajm pleased to see that, once again, the hard

people are aware of the change? work of the Senate seems to be working
The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT towards an outcome which is an improvement
(Senator Colston}—Yes, Senator Cook. on what was there before. But | am of a mind

to support the now amended amendment of

remain Intact, bUt he ifodustion s changegf EnNaIor Cook to the second reading because
: is important that we actually put in a

so that, if this motion is carried, the Senat
would become of that opinion. | apologise teiatement that the changes that have come

Senator Margetts for this, because | have nﬁfom have been because of the hard work of

: e Senate. That is worth noting. The basic
gﬁg ?chgggteotrostgilﬁcﬁp ﬁh%biguﬁémseﬁqgﬂﬁ sue about the fact that it is a revenue meas-

the chamber. | have not a chance to conféf€ Which was disguised as something that

T : would help industry is a point that we would
properly with him either about this change. still like to make. Therefore, the amended

The view the opposition finally took wasyersion of the amendment by Senator Cook
that since the government was going t@as the support of the Greens.
accommodate significant amendments to the gonator SPINDLER (Victoria) (1.29
consumer items in the bill, and those amen 5.m.)—Mr Acting Deputy President, |, too,
ments being the amendments of the oppOsk st express my severe disappointment with
tion, there ought to be a change to the motiojhe change of tack by the opposition. As |
on the second reading which, if the Senaify e said before, this bill is one that will
now carries this motion, would mean that theag it in a loss of jobs. | cannot understand
bill could then come forward in its newly yn this government is prepared to risk the
amended form. The position under the previgpg of Australians just to fortify its position
ous motion | had moved was that the bilfy e|4ti0n to a so-called black hole which is
would have been chopped off at that poinfyceq on very rubbery economic growth
and the government would have had 10 segft, re5 which are changing day by day. | had
leave to reintroduce it. This motion, in 'tshoped that the opposition, being the workers’
renewed form, enables the Senate 10 go Qfty "would have had some concern for that.
and consider the amendments. But | was wrong. It has not. The amendments

To be frank, | make that explanation bebeing touted as the reason for this change of
cause | had actively sought, and am thankfuéctic, of throwing the bill out at the second
for having obtained, agreement of the tweeading—which is what this chamber should
minor parties to the terms of the motion thatlo and which is what the Democrats have
| had previously moved. This is a change irommitted themselves to support—are really
that position and in the short time available tmot based on any difference of substance.
me, given my attendance here on the previodwhat they do mean is that the opposition, as
bill, 1 have not been able to consult themmuch as the government, is selling out on the
about that change. As a consequence, theuestion of Australian industries and on the
should, of course, feel released from anguestion of employment. Both the minister
undertakings they may have thought thegnd the shadow minister will have to take
were bound by. Nonetheless, what this motioresponsibility for that.
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| think it is an appalling piece of legisla- Senator PARER—Of course we are talking
tion. | do not quite know what to do, frankly, about imports. What do you think tariff
about this second reading amendment, beencession orders are all about, Senator
cause it is pretty well useless in the preser@pindler? But, anyway, | just thought | would
situation. Having stated the Democratsinake that comment because it just shows
position, that we do not believe the consumerhat crazies we can get in this place. | will
goods part of this bill is the major problem—not prolong the debate, because it is important
the business inputs are the major problem-and we are running out of time. | simply say
the Democrats will not vote for this secondhat, while | disagree with item 1 of Senator
reading amendment. Cook’s opinion, we will not divide on it

Senator PARER (Queensland—Minister SIMply in the interests of time.
for Resources and Energy) (1.32 p.m.)—l Amendment (bySenator Spindlen nega-
would like to thank the opposition for review-tived.
ing this matter. It is important that it actually  Amendment (bySenator CooR negatived.
comes in on 1 July. | believe the amendments - . . . . '
that we have foreshadowed making in th Original question resolved in the affirma-
committee stage will address the concerns ve_. )
regard to goods for personal consumption. Bill read a second time.

Let me make a quick comment on what In Committee
Senator Spindler said. | have never seen arne pill
more inconsistent, hypocritical approach to ' .
anything in my life than what came out of Senator PARER (Queensland—Minister
Senator Spindler's mouth. On the one handor Resources and Energy) (1.35 p.m.)—I will
tariffon business inputs and, on the othefly name for the reasons foreshadowed before
hand, in his speech in the second readirlgnch during the second reading debate. |
stage, he had no hesitation in saying, ‘If yolnove:
want to earn revenue, increase tariffs.” Thatl) Schedule 1, page 3 (after line 8), after item 2,
is what he was saying. Now he is complaininsert:

ing about a tariff— 2A Item 45 of Schedule 4
Senator Spindle—On imports. Omit the item, substitute:
45 Capital equipment for use in the mining and resource procedsree

ing industries, as prescribed by by-law
2B Item 46 of Schedule 4

Omit the item, substitute:

46 Capital equipment for use in the agriculture, food processingFree
and food packaging industries, as prescribed by by-law
(2) Schedule 1, page 3 (after line 14), after item 4, insert:
4A After item 50 of Schedule 4

Insert:

50A Goods that: Free

(a) a Tariff Concession Order declares are goods to which
item 50 applies; and

(b) are categorised, at the time when they are entered for
home consumption, as consumption goods in accordance
with the United Nations Statistical Papers entitled
"Classification by Broad Economic Category" and "Stan-
dard International Trade Classification Revision 3".
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(3) Schedule 1, page 3 (after line 17), after itenposition on. If their position is in opposition,

5, insert: | will need to speak.

5A ltem 56 of Schedule 4 Senator PARER (Queensland—Minister
Omit "and which is ineligible for a Tariff Con- for Resources and Energy) (1.39 p.m.)—
cession Order". Thank you. | think | now know where we are
Requests agreed to. going. The effect of your amendments is with

; the policy by-laws. Our bill is to allow for a
ie)n_atlor;g\%QK (Western Australia) (1.36 three per cent tariff. The effect of your
P-m. o . amendments is to reduce those to free, so we

(1) Schedule 1, item 5, page 3 (lines 15 to 17)yi|| oppose those.
omit the ftem. Senator COOK (Western Australia) (1.39
. : enator estern Australia) (1.
) gg)heodmu:te t%élﬁtte(;nn?sG;Tgsgt,uggge 3 (lines 18 t|(3).m.)—With the confusion that has reigned
6 ltem 57 of Schedule 4 here, | wonder if, by leave or by some other

device, | can speak briefly to my amend-
Omit "which are ineligible for a Tariff Con- ments.

ion Order".
, Eess'gg ereL e 4 The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN— Yes,
em 60 of schedule you can speak.

?e”;'s‘iowrg‘;ge?f? ineligible for & Tariff Con- Senator COOK—Thank you, Mr Tempo-

rary Chairman. This bill started out with very
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN (Sena-  ¢jear ynderstanding all around, but it has now
tor Calvert)—The question is that the reques

" me down to a degree of confusion. | have
for amendment from the opposition be agreeff apologise for that outcome to those with
to. | think the ayes have it. Senator Coo

X : hom | have discussed this over the last few
there seems to be a bit of confusion abo

> ays. | must say that | feel that keenly.
your request for amendments. | will put the o
question again. These amendments, however, are—in view

of the changes the government made just now
Senator COOK—Is the government 0ppoS-yq yhe pjll during the committee stage—also

ing it I heard no reply. | do not want to tak€nacessary to be made. As the minister has

that as being the case, but | just want to bg.: : ; )
sure if that is the case. If it is not, | might|§ald’ and rightly, they relate to policy by

. : . laws. That is a description or a term that | am
want to exercise my right to speak 10 itg e js clear to everyone. Policy by-laws, in
which I have not yet done. case it is not clear, are a device in which, for

Senator PARER (Queensland—Minister a particular product, an application can be
for Resources and Energy) (1.38 p.m.)—inade to the minister and the minister can
think what | indicated was that on yourhold, for circumstances relating to that pro-
second reading amendment, Senator, whilsduct, that a by-law should issue which would
did not agree with item 1, | was not going toremove any tariff on the importation of that
call for a division. This is in committee, butitem.

that is what | referred to. What the act says about the scope of the
Senator COOK (Western Australia) (1.38 ministerial discretion here is important. If the
p.m.)—My understanding is that the secondiscretion is to take the tariff down to zero,
reading amendment that | moved was losthen, of course, no tariff would be paid. But,
We are now in committee and the governif the act provides that it can go down to, as
ment's amendments have been carried. | athe present bill would provide, three per cent,
now moving in the committee stage somehen the ministerial discretion is crimped, so
additional amendments under my name, whidhat the minister is not in a position of being
are amendments to item 57 and item 60 adble to remove all tariffs on an imported
schedule 4. That is what | understood you tgood. What this debate is centred around
be putting, Mr Chairman, and that is what Ireally is—if | might describe it this way—on
am seeking an indication of the governmerthe part of the Democrats, a view that all of
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the tariff concession orders should remaithe Customs Tariff Amendment Bill (No. 1),
intact and that this bill is not necessary at althe concessional rate will increase from zero
| think that is largely the sentiment of theto three per cent.

Greens too. The other two areas are high-performance

On behalf of the opposition, what thisraw materials and intermediate goods. This is
debate has been about is removing the exteitem 57. They would be chemicals, plastics
sion by the government away from the conand paper used in production which offer a
cession orders to consumer items and impoperformance advantage over substitutable
ing a three per cent tariffi—that is to say, goods produced in Australia. Under the
three per cent tax—on the importation ofcustoms Tariff Amendment Bill (No. 1), the
items for consumer consumption. The changesncessional rate will increase from the zero
that the government has incorporated, in thidaat it currently is to three per cent. That is
face of the Senate’s initial rejection of itswhy it needs to be amended.

proposal, have accommodated to a largeThe third area is high performance food
extent, but not entirely, the concerns of thgackaging materials, item 60. These, basi-
opposition but, in my understanding, not theally, are metal materials and goods which
concerns of the Democrats and, | think, nobffer a performance advantage over similar
the concerns necessarily of the Greens. $fods produced in Australia. Under this bill,
that is the background against which thesge concessional rate would be increased from
amendments come. zero to three per cent.

The decision here, though—if, as | hope, In these three areas—machine tools for
our amendment is supported—is for ministerworking advanced metals, high performance
ial discretion to be allowed on three areagaw materials and intermediate goods, and
which are vital inputs to industry and onhigh performance food packaging material:
which, if a case is made under a by-lawtems 55, 57, and 60, respectively—the effect
application, the minister can grant a by-lawof this bill would be to increase the
meaning that that particular item can comeoncessional rate from zero to three per cent.
into Australia without a tariff at all. As the We believe it should be at zero, and that if a
bill stands, it could come in with a minimum case can be made sparking ministerial discre-
three per cent tariff. Those items that we havgon to be exercised, then it is quite proper
earmarked are quite important items. that the minister should have the scope to go

There are three areas. The first one coflown to zero.

cerns machine tools for working advanced These are strategic industry sectors for
metals. That is item 55. The reason why w@ustralia. These are sectors in which it is
have put that up is that machine tools foimportant for Australia to obtain a greater
working advanced metals are a high piece @fomparative advantage. These are sectors of
technology. Australia, as an increasinglyrowth in the Australian economy and they
sophisticated manufacturing country, requireseflect the higher technological expertise of
this technology. It is not made in Australia. Ifthe Australian workforce. To tax them is to
it is imported, then a tariff will have to paid try and stunt their growth at the very time in
on it. So, the cost of that technology beingvhich it is essential to the economy that we
imported as an enabling technology for thgrow our manufacturing base, and that we
development of our industry will be highergrow it competitively. So it is a very odd
than it would otherwise be, simply becausehing for the government to do and we be-
the government wishes to recoup revenue atidve that if the bill stood, there would be a
impose a tax on industry inputs. massive outcry from Australian industry,

We would argue that machine tools fowhich would reject the government’s action.
working advanced metals, item 55, ought to We want to mark the spot that we are not
be included. That would, in addition, reflectin favour of that. We believe that these
the extension of the Bounty (Machine Toolamendments should carry. | believe these
and Robots) Act to cover these items. Undeamendments reflect, indeed, as | understand
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it, the intent of the position put by the minor Senator MARGETTS (Western Australia)

parties in this debate. | have to say immedif1.49 p.m.)—I might help the Committee out
ately, so that | do not misrepresent theihere; but it might not help the Committee all
position, that it does not reflect their entiredhat much. We have not had a sufficient
case, but it reflects part of their case. | wouldhance to look at the implications that the
hope, too, that they might find a way inopposition’s amendments might have for the
which they can support these amendmentsblll. So | think the best thing would be to say
commend them to the Committee. that we are unable to support them. | will still

Senator PARER (Queensland—Minister N€€d to decide whether that means voting
for Resources and Energy) (1.47 p_m_)_Leqlgalnst them or abstaining. But, basically, we
me respond to that before | get the views o€ Unable to support them simply because we
the minority parties. Let me point out thatwvould need time to look at the ramifications;

items 55, 57 and 60, to which Senator Cook/® Simply have not had that opportunity.
referred, are not project based under the Requests negatived.

policy by-law system. Under the policy by- gij agreed to, with requests.

law system, where we have a project of $10 _. . ]
million or more, they do qualify for the duty- Bill reported with requests; report adopted.

free entry. These are not project based. Senator COOK (Western Australia)—by
Reducing the tariff from three per cent to{f’:g'et; g/lnr ’%‘:&negvi'ﬁggu;y Eirte%lgeggrggs tﬁisnuges

zero under item 57 would cover things lik .
raw materials—and | think that Senator Cool2Vind to be put together at the last moment.
o if we are absolutely sure, | would like to

referred to plastics and things like that—>". Lo
where there was a demonstrable performaniiiicate that, because the Qpposltlon s amend-
over substitutable goods produced in Austra[leNts were not carried in the committee
ia. That attacks the very thing that the firsctade; our view would be to oppose the

bill provided, that where there are substitut@dopPtion of the report. | wonder if that ques-

able goods, and we do not use generic tern%zn might be put again. There has already

this policy by-law should not apply. So | justPce" & question put again.

make that point, and | would be interested in The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT

the views of Senator Spindler and SenatdSenator Colstony—The situation is that the

Margetts. Senate has made requests now to the House
Senator SPINDLER (Victoria) (1.48 of Representatives. Therefore, the bill will go

p.m)—The Australian Democrats are of ack to the House of Representatives. If it

mind not to support these amendments, but PMes back to the Senate, ther_e will b(_e an
would like to rpéaspond to the minister whoCPPOrtunity to vote against the third reading,

: f senators wish to do that. That might satisfy
challenged me on the policy that we ar%/ ;
pursuing in supporting or opposing the re our concerns, Senator Cook, at this stage.

moval of tariffs. Sitting suspended from 1.55 p.m. to 2.00

Doesn’t the minister understand that there p-m.

is a difference between tariffs that are option- QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

al on goods that you may decide to buy? - . : .

Doesn't he understand that imposing a tariff APoriginal Affairs: Special Auditor

cut on imports makes it harder for Australian Senator BOB COLLINS—Mr President,
manufacturers? Doesn’t he understand that, omy question is addressed to the Minister for
the other hand, it disadvantages AustraliaAboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs.
manufacturers when there are no products ahinister, during the course of this week and,
no capital equipment of that type being madadeed, the previous week'’s sittings, you have
in Australia but they have to pay an additionattempted to divert attention away from an
al three per centThere are two entirely absolute mess of your own creation by claim-
different situations, and it is rather a pity thatng that there would be no delays or confu-
the minister cannot see the difference. sion in funding schemes because of the app-
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ointment of your special auditor. Are youand that organisations not in serious breach
aware that the head office of ATSIC here irwill continue to receive funding.
Canberra—which is now coping with itS | 5155 would like to reiterate this gov-
busiest time, as are all the regional officSyryment's commitment to accountability. The
because of the end of the financial year—pecial auditor is a key element of providing
issued a press statement last night? | do ”ﬁ‘?at accountability, and the government will
think I could say it any better than thRus- 5t hack away from that. Unlike the previous
tralian said it today: government, we will ensure that Aboriginal
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander CommisCommunities get a fair go and that funding
sion last night said it could not rule out remoteachieves the goals of real improvements in
communities running out of money . . . directlyhealth, housing and infrastructure.

contradicting the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Senator BOB COLLINS—The Senate’s
o _ . answer to Alexander Downer! Minister, | am
Minister, will you now apologise to the not surprised that you kept your head down
organisations that you told this chambewnhile you read that out. Isn’t it funny: my
should not be believed? staff and | were going through the—

Senator HERRON—I thank Senator Senator Hill—On a point of order: this is
Collins for the question. Yesterday, senatorsupposed to be a supplementary question, not
will recall, | gave an undertaking that therea statement. You ask the question like others
would not be undue delays to the funding ohave to ask the question.

organisations through the special auditor. The PRESIDENT—Order! Senator Collins,
Senators will recall that | explained theyoy should ask your question. But it is not

transitional arrangements put in place t@nusual to have a preamble to a question,
ensure all organisations, other than those Wenator Hill.

serious breach of grant conditions, will re-
: ; : . Senator BOB COLLINS—My staff and |
ceive funding up to a maximum of $300,000 ere going through the two directions you

for the first three months of the next financial"’ ; :
year. The process involves ATSIC regiona'lSsued this morning. We are aware of the
offices lodging applications with the specialmess_

auditor, and after three weeks funding the Senator Hill—On a point of order—
organisations concerned for three months. Senator BOB COLLINS—Oh, for good-
This process was to begin from 4 June.  ness sake!

In discussions with ATSIC this morning, | Senator Hill—We do not want to know
have been informed that some ATSIC regionwhat his staff and he were doing. He is
al offices have been unable to completentitled to ask a supplementary question. He
preparation of grant applications and are stihould be required to ask the question and not
in the process of lodging them with thegive a speech.

special auditor. To ensure that there is N0 senator Faulkner—Mr President, on the

delay, | will issue a direction that the threeyoint of order: before you make any ruling on
week delay will not apply until after 1 Octo- the nature of Senator Collins’s supplementary
ber. The effects of this will be to allow, qyestion, it would not be unreasonable for
immediately on lodgment of a grant applicasenator Collins to be able to get out more

tion with the special auditor, funding t0 bethan the first phrase of the sentence he is
provided to that organisation on condition thajttempting to utter.

the organisation is not in serious breach. . .
g Senator Alston—Mr President, on the point

Senators might be interested to know thaif order: it is utterly hypocritical of Senator
it appears that of the 1,600 organisationsaulkner to put forward that proposition when
seeking grants, approximately 150 are ihe heard Senator Collins commence by telling
serious breach. By taking these steps | ams about some conversation he had with his
ensuring that delays are kept to a minimumwn staff. Gratuitous insults to colleagues and
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others cannot possibly be relevant, even hbyave had with other people. Senator Faulkner
way of preamble. It does not in any shape dtnows precisely that and you ought to treat
form assist the asking of the question fohis submission to you as utterly irrelevant.
Senator Collins to commence by telling us Senator BOB COLLINS—I will ask a
what went on deep in his mind. Presumably : -
: uestion. Minister—

he needed to take advice before he came i
here. He should not be in here telling us The PRESIDENT—Order! I have not ruled
about it. on this yet. | must say that this is a great start

The PRESIDENT—Order! With a one- o the last question time of the session. There

minute question it is pretty difficult to make S NO Point of order. I ask Senator Coliins to
judgments of that sort, and it is interferingd€t On with his question; you do not have
with the time of that question. Senatormuch time left.

Collins, get on with your question. But | will Senator BOB COLLINS—Minister, are
be watching the answers very carefully too, iffou aware that | told a journalist from the
that is the sort of standard you want appliedAustralianthis morning that the only option

Senator BOB COLLINS—Mr President, available to you, because you are completely
my supplementary question is related to Knorant—
question | was asked this morning by a Senator Alston—Mr President, on a point
journalist who said to me, ‘How will this be of order: how could it possibly be within the
fixed-'— competence or the power of the minister to
Senator Hil—Mr President, on a point of know what Senator Collins might have said
order: the question has to be supplementatg a journalist? If he wants to suggest that
to the answer that was given by Senatopenator Herron was listening in—
Herron, not what Senator Collins was told this The PRESIDENT—Order! You have made
morning by a journalist. Can you please bringqyr point of order; take your seat, please.
his attention to the standing orders and highere is no point of order. | call Senator
obligations to comply with them. Collins.

Senator Faulkner—Mr President, thisisa  gonqt0r BOB COLLINS—Minister. are
very transparent attempt by Senator Hill to t ou aware that | told the journalist that the

gnp:ﬁéecg?rﬂeo?foﬁge?_aﬁgi’lse Ogr']%%gt r?r:nc')srgeéronly option available to you, the minister who
P . P y is ignorant of the mess on the ground, is for

for Senator Collins to ask a_supplemen_tarrT%u to amend your directions, as you have
question which follows his primary questior; st done? How many ATSIC funded Aborigi-

to Senator Herron. Itis also a matter of gre al community organisations responsible for
interest to journalists in the gallery, who arCDEP schemes does your special auditor still
also following very closely Senator Herron Shave to clear today before ATSIC can offer
performance on these matters. these communities their first quarter funds for

Senator Alston—Mr President, on the point the new financial year, which begins Mon-
of order: it is absolutely preposterous foigay?(Time expired)

Senator Faulkner to get up here and pretend . .
that that is what Senator Collins has beep S€nator HER;]RQN_TR']S questlé)n comes
doing. He has not been about to ask a supplg9™ & man who IS on theé record as saying

mentary or about to say something that mig at the trouble with honesty in politics is that
have been of interest to journalists: he i& IS an extremely dangerous commodity and

really telling us that he does not have aghould be used sparingly. We have had a
independent thought in his brain. He has t§°0d €xample of that. Senator Collins is on
get advice from his staff; he has to get advich'€ récord as saying that. Yesterday, in the
from journalists. We do not want to know>€nate, I had rung ATSIC, been in touch with
about that. All we want is for him to do his hém. and—

best to ask a question in a question form, not Senator Bob Collins—I read their press
to tell us about any conversations he mighdétatement.
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Senator HERRON—I assured the Senate,to further Australia’s foreign and trade rela-
that was the correct information, that was th&ons with individual countries than Senator
information | was given. | can do no moreTeague, and he has visited them all on many
than report what | am told. | could do nooccasion.
more than repeat what | was told by ATSIC, ¢ s trye that, whilst we acknowledged the
and | gave that assurance. This momingyqrk that the government was doing in
ATSIC communicated with me and said thate|ation to multilateral trade negotiations
they were wrong yesterday, so | correcteﬁhen we were in opposition—through bodies
their statement for you this afternoon. | can,ch as the Cairns Group, in the former
do no more than that. That is the action ATT negotiations and in dther ways—we
have taken. The bottom line is that communigiq hold the strong view that insufficient
ties must get the money. effort was being put into developing individ-

Senator Bob Collins—You're a goat. ual bilateral trade relations and insufficient

Senator HERRON—The bottom line is Structures were being placed within the
that they will get their funds, Senator Collins department to facilitate those bilateral negotia-
) tions.

Senator Bob Collins—You said there .
wasn'’t a problem. It has been heartening to see that Mr

. Fischer, the new trade minister, has followed
Senator HERRON—There is no problem. ;5 on the concerns we previously expressed

The communities will get their funds. and has made a real effort to contribute to the
Senator Bob Collins—Good thing you development of stronger bilateral trade rela-
weren'’t operating last night. tions since taking office. He has done this

The PRESIDENT—Order! Senator Collins, Particularly—as you said, Senator Teague—

| ask you to raise the level of your languagethrough his recent visits to Asia. | refer to his
y y guag visit to the Philippines, where he signed a

Trade Policy bilateral agreement which will provide market

Senator TEAGUE—My question is direct- 8CCeSS for tropical fruit to the Philippines.
ed to the Minister représenting the Minister! Nat has been in the pipeline for some eight
for Trade. In this my last question in theY®&'S, Yet it was Mr Fischer who was able to
Senate, | refer to Australia’s trade policy anding it to fruition.
recall the Governor-General’'s speech at the Mr Fischer initialled a new bilateral trade
opening of this parliament when he spoke oigreement with Malaysia during Minister
trade with Asia as Australia’s highest priorityRafidah’s recent visit to Australia. He has
and emphasised ‘global trade liberalisationalso done work in relation to various latin
such as through the WTO; a regional ‘focus’American countries, which Senator Teague
such as importantly through APEC; and newnentioned. | am not surprised that Senator
activities in ‘bilateral’ trade negotiations.Teague raised Latin America, because we all
China was one of the particular countrieknow the contribution he has made there—
mentioned. | ask the minister to outline theparticularly to the Senate committee report on
achievements and the current activities of th&ustralia’s relations with Latin America,
government in these areas. Also, | commenghich is treated as the document that has
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister forcontributed more to furthering our relationship
Trade, Mr Tim Fischer, for his significantwith that part of the world than any other
visit earlier this month to Latin America to single document. That fact has been acknow-
chair the Cairns Group and for his bilateraledged by ambassadors to various Latin
visits, not least to Chile. What were theAmerican countries.

significant outcomes of this visit? Mr Fischer has followed up on that, | am

Senator HILL —I could not think of a pleased to say. | will mention just a few
more appropriate question to get from Senat@xamples of where he facilitated bilateral
Teague as his last question. It is probably thieade development on his recent visit to Latin
case that no individual senator has done modamerica. He visited Chile, where he signed
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a special double taxation commitment an€ommunications and the Arts. | would like to
pursued trade policy matters in relation to theraw the minister’s attention to the launch of
potential increased export of coal. | alsahe Optus local call service in Sydney this
mention the work he is doing in Chile tomorning. How will this new level of competi-
accelerate a bilateral air carriers agreement ton in the telecommunications industry affect
better assist our trade and investment prosensumers and the telecommunications com-
pects. panies such as Optus and Telstra?

On his visit to Brazil, Mr Fischer expressed Senator ALSTON—Yes, it was a very
Australia’s serious concerns about Brazil'significant event. What Optus announced
application for a 25 per cent shipping freightoday was that the price of local calls will
tax on Australian exporters, something thatome down to 20 cents and on significant
would work against our exporters. He alsgublic holidays to 15 cents. This is enormous
pursued trade opportunities in Brazil inprogress on the competitive telecommunica-
relation to telecommunications, agribusinessions front. It is of course a private company
mining equipment and infrastructure. Finallyand that is a very significant factor, because
| mention Venezuela and the work Mr Fischeit means that Optus has—

did to further facilitate BHP’s joint venture ganator Pattersor—On a point of order,

with the Venezuelan company Sivensa. Thafy president. | have refrained from doing

could lead to a $US680 million investment INhis, but every time Senator Alston stands up,

the construction of a new direct reduced irori‘nese people on the other side wander around
plant. and stand in the aisles and you do not call

The new trade minister has taken up ththem to order. | ask that you call them to
challenge and is achieving what the formeorder, Mr President.

Labor government was unable to achieve, andr,« prRESIDENT—Order! Senator Patter-
that is in Australia’s best interests. | take thi on knows as well as | do that there is a fair

opportunity to thank Senator Teague for all o nt of flexibility allowed about those

that he has contributed to bilateral relation%ingS If the level of audible noise gets too
particularly with Latin America. great 1 do question it.

Sydney Airport Senator Jacinta Collins—Is his ego

Senator CHILDS—My question is directed Wounded?
to Senator Hill, the minister representing the Senator ALSTON—Not at all, in fact it
Prime Minister. Given the coalition’s directiveindicates that Senator Faulkner cannot take
to reopen the east-west runway at Sydneyie heat. He is really squirming because he
airport, will you give an assurance that ther@as no answers to these questions. What we
is full safety in takeoffs and landings atare talking about here is responsible policy
Sydney airport? making. Given that Senator Schacht actually

Senator HILL —That has certainly beenattended the launch today—presumably
my advice. In fact, if | remember the directive®MPploying taxpayers’ funds to fly down to
right—and you are asking me to go back cydney—I hope very much that he took the

few months—it explicitly said that it was to OPPOrtunity to have discussions with people

be interpreted in a way consistent with thd? the industry about Labor's attitude to
ivatisation. | hope he was able to do a lot

highest of safety standards. We are not t
experts in that regard, but we would nevepetter than the former Senator McMullan and

take a step in policy terms that could have %r Beazley. You will find that it is one thing
retrograde safety consequence. That is olff OPtuS to be able to come in with a very

highest priority on these matters. competitive rate, but it is another thing for
Telstra to be able to match that on an ongoing
Optus Local Call Service basis.

Senator CALVERT—My question is The PRESIDENT—Order! The level of
addressed to Senator Alston, Minister foconversation on my left is now too loud.
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Senator ALSTON—It is very interesting happens to even the biggest companies in the
that Senator Ray should orchestrate these sonsrld who somehow bet the company on the
of tactics, transparent as they are. It is reallwrong technology and find that they are
saying that when eight different conversationsirtually sidelined. That is the risk that the
are suddenly found to be going on in thepposition faces here. They will be wearing
chamber very deliberately on a particulait around their necks if Telstra becomes
occasion, you have to ask yourself, ‘What areundamentally uncompetitive.
they afraid of? Don’t they really want to
know the answer? Aren't they seriously,[h
interested in these issues?’

| know Senator Schacht is a failed primar
school teacher and a failed Telstra technicia
He has every good reason to have reached
stage where he knows himself that there i
.In.ﬁ;htmig gogrjeérggﬁsllntlrgzzdib%?t mﬁlsmjﬁ nderstands the absolute hollowness of his
would have thought that his colleagues mighqrgumen(.Tlme expired)
be interested in knowing that there are com- Senator CALVERT —Mr President, | ask
panies like World Exchange who will be ablea supplementary question. Because of all the
to offer 40 per cent discounts over the nextacket going on on the other side, | did not
year or so after we get competition from lactually hear all the answer. | would like to
July next year. ask the minister: because of the extra compe-

What is critically important is that Telstra tiON that Optus WI'III( rl)rowdl;a, what ',S) the
should be able to match those cuts. It is ver?verage consumer likely to be saving:
sad that not one person on the other side of Senator ALSTON—That is certainly not a
the chamber is prepared to hold their head worothy dixer. | suppose it depends very much
and contest the arguments. In other wordsen usage. | would have thought that the
that is a collective plea of guilty. That is whataverage family would make up to 20 calls a
they are saying. They are saying, ‘We haveveek.
no argument against what you are saying. We
simply want to turn off and bury our heads irﬁrsst_eriltzt(r)]rolfe(rgot—The cable has 10 be there
the sand, because we know our policy i ™" yet.
wrong. We cannot defend it.” That is a trag- Senator ALSTON—Of course the cable
edy because it is not in the best interests dfas to be there first and, therefore, the faster
Australian consumers or of Telstra. Telstrave have real competition, the better value it
desperately needs a competitive cost structutie.for consumers. | am sure you understand

That is why | hope that Senator Kernot WiIIthat. Telstra was never going to unilaterally

actually address the implications of StafPffer cost reductions. It would only ever come
reductions because they can be very much Eﬁou; when there was competitive networks.
the long-term interests of the industry, creat atis what we are in the process of getting.
more jobs in the wider environment and be Even Senator Schacht understands that and
very much in the interests of Telstra itself and am sure, if he is game to go around the
consumers. If its cost structure is reducetblecommunications industry, he will find that
significantly it has the capacity to competdhere is absolutely no-one who can for a
with Optus. If it does not, then it will be moment understand why Labor wants to play
trying to do that with one hand behind itsthis very silly political game. It makes us an
back. All those people who somehow thinknternational laughing stock. It undoes a lot of
that Telstra is impregnable—and no doubt ththe good work Labor did on privatisation
opposition’s union mates are telling them thatluring the eighties, although | suspect the
all the time—ought to read a book calledikes of Senator Schacht and Senator Faulkner
Accidental Empiresvhich will tell them what and all those who run the front bench these

Senator Bob Collins—That'’s very violent;
at’s very aggressive.

Senator ALSTON—No. | am not from the
orthern Territory. | know how you often
olve disputes up there. | am simply saying
at, in terms of verbal persuasion, | suspect
enator Collins is one of the very few who
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days would not really support that anywaypolice. Overall, as | said, we think it is a
(Time expired) useful adjunct to our law enforcement mecha-
National Crime Authority: Budget Cuts nisms. We continue to support it and we will

_ ensure that it is adequately funded to meet
Senator ROBERT RAY—I direct my those responsibilities.

question to the Leader of the Government in ganator ROBERT RAY—Minister, |

the Senate. Is it a fact that the various Statzfssume that when the coalition suggested in

branches of the National Crime Authorityy, i election manifesto a level of cuts it was

have been notified of budget cuts well iny,ho o0 o the basis that it would not impair

advance of the budget? Is it true that thg,o Nca's crime fighting abilities. The real
proposed coalition cuts that appeared in Yoy, of the question, if you could follow
election manifesto have been doubled and t ough when you make those inquiries, is

this will mean vastly reduced operations i, : : :
. . ether in doubling those cuts you can still
both Western Australia and South Australlaqge assured that you will not affect the NCA's
Can the minister guarantee that the Nationgljjiv- and were the original coalition as-
Crime Authority will remain an effective o mntions given in the election campaign
weapon against organised crime? Can t rong?

minister assure the Senate that the cuts were ) . . .
not inspired by the malicious attack on the Senator gHLLh—Organlsed C_[)'_fpte tISf'aht
NCA by the Premier of Victoria, who subse-SCOUrge and we have a responsibility 1o ig

quently had to apologise to the Suprem and to adequately fund our law enforcement
Court? odies to achieve that objective. You can

argue about what is the level of funding
Senator HILL —I do not know of the NCA \acessary to achieve that objective. Funding,
being advised of any cuts. as you know, for the NCA has risen greatly
Senator Robert Ray—It has been in the over the period of time. It was never envis-
papers. aged to be a body of the size it is now or at
Senator HILL —You are not asking me the cost that it is now. Nevertheless, we are
whether | read the papers_ | presume you af@mmnted to its Contlnuatlon_as an effeC“V.e
asking me in my ministerial role. | do notlaw enforcement body. We will ensure that it
know of the NCA being advised of any cutsis adequately funded.

but I will make the appropriate inquiries. We People’s Constitutional Convention

are committed to retaining the NCA as an o
effective contributor to the fight against >enator KERNOT—My question is to the

organised crime. | played a significant part—MifniSter representing the Prime Minister. |
if I might modestly say—with Senator Bolkus/€T€r You to your government's commitment

and others in setting up the NCA. It was nof® hold & people’s constitutional convention
an easy debate in this place. In 1997 and to your plans to introduce legisla-

tion later this year to set up the convention.
Senator Carr—You must be embarrassed ask, first, whether you can confirm the
now, then. recent statement by the Attorney-General, Mr
Senator HILL —Anyone interested in Daryl Williams, that the convention will be
human rights would find it a tricky debatemade up of a mix of appointed parliamentary
because of the coercive powers given to thepresentatives and elected delegates and, if
NCA and our requirements that they beso, in what proportions. Second, how does the
restricted in the use of those powers. It is government plan to meet the Prime Minister's
legitimate debate to argue as to whether @ommitment to ensure, firstly, that a propor-
not the funding that has gone to the NCA hason of the conference is made up of young
resulted in a better bottom line in terms ofAustralians and, secondly, that local govern-
either deterring crime or jailing criminals, asment is represented at the convention? Third,
opposed to the alternative of that fundingvill the government commit itself in principle
being reinvested in traditional policingto ensuring that equal numbers of men and
methods—state police forces or the federalomen are represented at the convention?
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Senator HILL —Certainly it is the gov- tics. The Labor Party sought to dictate out-
ernment’s intention to pursue this importantomes. It led to situations of confrontation,
policy matter in the second half of this yeargreat social and economic disturbance, a lot
The policy that we stated before the electioof bad will and, unfortunately, resentment. |
was that 50 per cent of delegates would bead a typical example of that recently in
directly elected and 50 per cent would beelation to Shark Bay. The way that the Labor
appointed. Representatives of federal, statmvernment went about the listing really put
and territory parliaments would, as | underthe whole of the local community offside in
stand it, be among the 50 per cent of appoing way that—
ed delegates. Ten per cent of the appointed
delegates will be people aged between 18 aE@Sh?r;?t%tlggulkner—Have you conceded a
25, and representatives of local governme ’
will be among the appointed delegates—I do Senator HILL —Just listen to the answer—
not think we have suggested a proportion dfi a way that could not lead to constructive
them. There have been proposals put to witcomes. The Labor Party believed listing
that 50 per cent of all delegates should b&as an end in itself. We believe the end
female. We are currently giving consideratiorshould not be just the listing, but sensible,
to those proposals. cooperative management of values, re-

Senator KERNOT—Can | ask you to sources—natural, cultural or whatever—that

identify for us the kinds of people you are2'€ Prized by the community as a whole and
consuiting on this; or is it coming straightthat the community as a whole is committed

from Liberal Party policy? to protect and enhance.

Senator HILL —You would be aware that S0 we go about it in a different way. We
the Prime Minister has asked his parliatry to bring the community, whether repre-
mentary secretary Senator Minchin to engageented by state or local governments, or even
in wide consultations at the political andsmaller community groups, within the process
community level. | am sure he has met thafom the starting point. After they have been
responsibility ably. ﬁntgaged dmt hthatf prlocess and fthey war;]g th?t

: isting and they feel a sense of ownership o

Senator Kernot—He hasn't told you yet? that listing, the ultimate management and

Senator HILL —You mean he hasn’t protection of those environmental values will
conferred with you? I must specifically askhe much better enhanced than in the way you
him to confer with you, Senator. We aresought to do it. So we do have a different
taking into account the advice he has whichypproach to these things, Senator Faulkner.

I understand, is broadly based. But the bottom line of that will be a better
Macquarie, Heard and McDonald Islands outcome, and that will be for the benefit of all
Australians.

Senator FAULKNER—My question is )
directed to the Minister for the Environment. Senator FAULKNER—Mr President, | ask
Yesterday, in answering a question fron® supplementary question. As opposed to the
Senator McGauran, you boasted that theelf-congratulations of yesterday, isn't it true,
nominations of Macquarie, Heard andninister, thatin Mr Howard's commissioning
McDonald islands for world heritage listingletter to you, his charter letter to you—and |
provides tangible evidence of your gov-uote from it directly:
ernment’s ongoing commitment to the aimsisting of a property will finally be proposed only
and intents of the World Heritage Conventionwith the agreement of the relevant state or territory
Isn’t this grossly misleading, given that yourgovernment.

government has conceded to the states afflyi js in Mr Howard's letter to you dated 28
territories a right of veto over any futurepiarch 1996. Isn't it true that you have given
world heritage listings in this country? the states and territories a right of veto over

Senator HILL —I suppose what it demon-any future world heritage listings in this
strates is really a different approach to polieountry?
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Senator HILL —That is not the way | look along with 54 other Sino-Viethamese, under
at that at all. It is your way of looking at the terms of the memorandum of understand-
these things. To you, the outcomes that yomg between China and Australia that was
seek come from confrontation. We have sgigned a year or more ago. They are recog-
different approach. It is demonstrated by ongrised as refugees by China and have effective
of the examples you gave, Macquarie Islangyrotection of the Chinese government. The
which is part of Tasmania. | am pleased tonemorandum of understanding between the
say that is a joint listing with the cooperationChinese and Australian authorities has re-
of the Tasmanian government, going forwardeived full and public support from the
with the confidence and support of both théJnited Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
state government and the Commonwealthees, whose representative in Australia has
government. That is the way it ought to begone on record as saying—and | quote:

Why should we apologise for that? We hav%hese people have been properly taken care of by

a better way of doing these things. Thehe Chinese. The Chinese have lived up to their
outcome will be better. What is just as im+esponsibilities under the convention.

portant, and the thing which you totally
overlooked, was the fact that once you liste
these areas, you had responsibilities for propgfXC have returned to the PRC under the

maintenance. You believed the job was dondl€morandum of understanding and we have
It was only just starting(Time expired) no evidence that the PRC has not continued

to provide them with effective protection after
Deportation Order their return. With regard to medical treatment

Senator MARGETTS—I ask my question for Zeng Thomas Kang, there is no specific
on behalf of Senator Harradine to the Ministef€&iment, 1 understand, very regrettably,
representing the Minister for Immigration ancE!tNer in China or in Australia.

Multicultural Affairs. | refer to the deportation So far as the situation with Father William
of a Sino-Vietnamese couple and their sever@gdicNamara is concerned, my advice is that,
ly disabled 10-month-old baby from the Porunfortunately, in recent months there have
Hedland detention centre in the early hours dfeen some limitations on space in the centre
last Saturday morning, and ask: why was thfr religious observances because of renova-
minister not prepared to exercise his discraions being carried out there. This issue has
tionary power to allow the family to stay onnow been resolved by the provision of a new,
humanitarian grounds, considering the opiniomore permanent area to be used for religious
provided by Dr Peter McCullagh, a medicabbservances, Bible classes and the like. Some
expert, that sending the child back to Chinaccess restrictions are also necessary on
amounted to a de facto death sentence duedecasions for security and operational reasons.
the lack of medical facilities available to him , . . .
there? Why was Father Walter McNamara 1he centre’s advisory committee has dis-
denied access to the family on Friday evecussed the issue of access to pastoral care and
ning, despite the undertaking given to him by vited Father McNamara to attend its meet:
the Prime Minister's office that he would be!"d Yesterday, 26 June. Father McNamara's
able to see the family prior to their deportac®cerns, | am advised, were frankly and
tion? Will the minister table all documenta-CPeNly addressed. | am also advised that the
tion about the family’s case, including aliMinister has asked for a full report from his
advice given to him by the department Oﬁﬂepartmen’g on matters relating to Father
immigration? cNamara’s concerns. Will check the
remainder of your question, Senator Margetts,

Senator SHORT—So far as the latter part ang if there is anything | have missed, I will
of Senator Margetts’ question is concerned, dome back to you on it.
will refer that to Mr Ruddock to see what
information can be provided. So far as the Senator MARGETTS—Just to put it
first part of the question was concerned, thelearly, will the minister be able to ensure
family was returned to China on 21 Junethat the detainees will have full private and

early 800 Vietnamese refugees settled in the
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confidential access to their spiritual counsellor Senator HILL —This is a grubby attempt.
in future? Not only guilty before convicted but guilty

Senator SHORT—I will certainly take that before charged—that seems to me to be the

LS way you are approaching this, Senator
to the minister. | hope the answer t0 yOURqjkys. | said that | know nothing of this
question is yes.

matter.

Senator Chapman Senator Bolkus—What do you get paid

?
Senator BOLKUS—My question is to the for?

Leader of the Government. Has your attention Senator HILL —I don't get paid for read-
been directed to an article in todayourier- ing the Courier-Mail, for a start.

Mail in which Senator Chapman denies ; ;

having entered into a $40,000 loan with Egenr?stgndSchach{—That is an insult to
Hong Kong businessman with repaymen '

cancelled on the same day? Are you aware Senator HILL —I have not read th€ouri-
that Senator Chapman has denied taking &t-Mail today. | know nothing of these mat-
all-expenses-paid trip to China in order tders. Therefore, | see no basis for asking
inspect an Inner Mongolian cashmere procesgnyone to stand aside.

ing factory late in 199472 Further, are you . . i
aware that he has also denied a potentiefWStra“an Sporting Shooters Association

conflict of interest in promoting King Deer Senator BOSWELL—My question is
Cashmere Australia Pty Ltd by way of a presgddressed to the Leader of the Government in
release two days before becoming a boakfle Senate. Has the minister seen media
member of that company? Would you agregeports stating that the Australian Sporting
that Senator Chapman himself has confirmeghooters Association may contribute $1
that there is an Australian Federal Policenijllion to the Australia First Reform Party?

investigation into these matters? As thgvhat will this achieve for the interests of
Leader of the Government in the Senate, wilporting shooters?

you ask Senator Chapman to stand aside as
chairman of the Joint Standing Committee on Senator HILL —I commend Senator

Corporations and Securities until these matteRoswell for the warnings that he has been
are resolved? giving in recent times to members of the

Australian Sporting Shooters Association and
Senator HILL —This sounds like the sort to sporting shooters in other organisations as
of muckraking that you used to be so indigwell who may well be, without realising it,
nant about from the other side as | recalkontributing support to extremists organisa-
particularly hearing it often from Senatortions and to political organisations that have
Bolkus. | regret to say, Senator Bolkus, lan agenda far beyond the wishes of these
know nothing about those matters. particular shooters.

Senator BOLKUS—I find it incredible. There is no doubt that within the communi-
This matter has been circulated very widelyty there are many—some to many, anyway—
including on the inside cover of the Senatgenuine, law-abiding shooters who hold a
news clips. As the Leader of the Governmerdifferent point of view on the guns debate to
in the Senate, Senator Hill, you should havthat which is held by all of the mainstream
been advised. You are claiming the Downepolitical parties in this country and, basically,
defence, | suppose? Do you think it is approby all states and the Commonwealth as well.
priate for a Senator who is involved in invesdt is quiet legitimate for them to participate in
tigations by the AFP for white-collar activitiesthis debate and to protest in all the democratic
to chair the Joint Standing Committee omways, but they must be careful that, out of
Corporations and Securities? Will you aslkheir disappointment or frustration, they are
Senator Chapman to stand aside until thesot abused by some who have a different
matters are resolved? agenda.
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Senator Boswell is quite correct when henoves closer to statehood, they would natu-
issues this warning. He tells them to ensurelly aspire to have rights and responsibilities
that their organisations and the leaders ah relation to national parks that are more
their sporting organisations are not using thesikin to the rights and responsibilities that are
membership fees for political objectives othetaken by the states around the Common-
than the sporting shooting objectives fomwealth.

which they contributed those membership | have said to them that | recognise that

fees. _ _ ~very reasonable aspiration. | have also said to
| also have to say in passing that it isepresentatives of the land councils and to
disappointing that politicians, such as Mtraditional owners that | think it is to their
Campbell, apparently see some short-terfjenefit to develop what | might humbly say
political gain in associating themselves withare better working relations with the Northern
some of these more extreme elements. Thoserritory government, and | have been look-
who might now see that they are indirectlying for ways—
supporting him through these means should

take note of that cautionary warning as well,. S€nator Bob Collins—That cuts both ways,

Senator Hill.

Kakadu and Uluru National Parks - Senator HILL —It cuts both ways, and |

Senator REYNOLDS—My question have been looking for ways to facilitate that.
without notice is to the Minister for the In fact, | was only discussing some ways with
Environment. Given the demands by the representative of the Central Land Council
Northern Territory Chief Minister, Shanewithin the last 48 hours. Obviously it is
Stone, for the Commonwealth to transfer itgmportant for the Northern Territory govern-
management responsibilities for Kakadu anghent to be supportive of the management
Uluru national parks to territory administra-structures that have been put in place in those
tion and given that you were quoted in arstates. They also have expertise in the envi-
article in theWeekend Australiaon 6 April - ronment and other areas within their bureau-
as giving a direct assurance to the Aboriginaracy which can be very useful in the effec-
traditional owners of Kakadu National Parkive management of those parks. So if we can
that the federal government will not give upfind ways of more cooperatively working with
management control of the park without theithem toward the common goal, that would
consent, which, as you know, they will notseem to me to be to the better.

give, will you now repeat this assurance to .
the Senate that the wishes of the traditional S€Nator REYNOLDS—Mr President, | ask

owners are absolutely paramount? Furthef SUPPlementary question. Minister, you have

more, will you extend your assurance t¢/S€d @ number of words, but you have not
include Uluru National Park? Have youdiven the Senate an assurance in ';elatlon to
officially communicated this view to the MY guestion. Could you now do so*

Northern Territory government and its repre- Senator HILL —I actually thought | had
sentatives in this parliament? very effectively answered your question,

Senator HILL—The traditional owners Senator. You might not think so, but | guess
have leased back both parks to Commont | think so that is all | am really concerned

wealth agencies, and we do not plan to mak@bout. In fact, | thought | had gone further
changes in that regard. and told you how | believe that the Northern

: . Territory government, the Commonwealth,
_Senator Bob Collins—Shane Stone will be traditior){alg owners and the land councils
disappointed. working together can produce better out-
Senator HILL —Obviously, | have dis- comes.

cussed this matter with Northern Territory
ministers and with Northern Territory repre- Ee_nat(l)r Retynolds—ls that an assurance?
sentatives. | have said to them that | caﬁ) viously not.

understand that, as the Northern Territory Senator HILL —It is an assurance.
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Chicken Meat Imports comments on AQIS’s draft quarantine require-

Senator WOODLEY—My question is ments; the second will examine the potential
directed to the Minister representing th&Conomic impact of cooked chicken meat
Minister for Primary Industries and Energ Imports and possible transitional adjustment

Minister, you would be aware of the concer/PPtions which government could consider.

of the chicken meat industry about the possi- Given that the issue has been discussed
bility of Australia allowing the importation of over the past six years, the minister was
chicken meat from such countries as the USAurprised to read a report in tNéeekly Times
Denmark and Thailand, all of which have gust recently that the Victorian growers
background of virulent Newcastle diseaselanned to launch a $1 million fighting fund.
virus. Will you ensure that an environmentallust to answer your question in regard to an
impact statement to examine the impact agnvironmental impact statement, | would have
Newcastle disease virus on the Australiato say to you, Senator, that you would know
poultry industry and the Australian native birdthat this is very much a scientific study, and
population is undertaken as soon as possibléfat sort of scientific study will continue.

Senator PARER—I think that the Demo-  Senator WOODLEY—Mr President, | ask
crats are about a month behind on this. We supplementary question. | thank the minister
have had a series of questions about it. for his answer, all of which | knew. What |
would like to remind Senator Woodley thatrefer to, Minister, is the fact that your
AQIS did conduct a quarantine risk asseslinister for Primary Industries and Energy,
ment, in response to requests from th®ir Anderson, in a letter to John Clarke,
government, of the USA, Thailand and DenPresident of the Victorian Farmers Federation
mark for market access for their cookeathicken meat group on this issue, admitting
chicken meat, and there has been extensiugat the studies had been done by AQIS,
consultation to ensure that all disease issugsomised Mr Clarke a thorough investigation
have been considered. The major poultrgnd, in the case of Newcastle disease, the
industry organisations have expressed thaibnduct of an extensive environmental impact
opposition to importation, citing concerns astatement. Will the government be ensuring
possible disease risks and adverse econontitat the minister’'s promise is fulfilled?

consequences. AQIS concluded its teChnicaISenator PARER—_I am sure if Minister

e e o e 1 " 52 inderson wrot to Mr Clrke, an I woud
basis for th)(/e roposed coc?kin [0CESS ave no idea whether he did or did not, and
prop 9p * said that, that he will do it.

AQIS has published a statement of quaran- o )
tine policy setting out in draft form the  People’s Constitutional Convention
detailed arrangements under which the impor- Senator WEST—My question is addressed
tation of cooked chicken meat from theseo Senator Hill representing the Prime
countries will be allowed. Importation from Minister. Minister, would you support the
Thailand will be subject to prior inspection byproposition that Aboriginals directly elect
AQIS, with industry participation, of the Thai their delegates to the peoples convention?

processing. Separately from the AQIS process, . .
an interdepartmental committee has investiga%iSen‘i‘/flor H.IIII-L _klt _stound% an dmtsrestlng
ed the potential economic impact on théga' e will take It on boar r ou gre
domestic industry of the removal of protectiorf® vQca}tmg It, are you—putting forward a
against import competition which has beefarticular—

provided to this time by quarantine restric- Senator Faulkne—We are asking you for

tions. your opinion.

Following a meeting that the minister had Senator HILL —I have said that | will
on 5 June, he requested the formation of twensure the government gives it full and proper
industry-government working groups. Theconsideration, that it takes it into account and,
first will allow industry to provide technical when further announcements are made on this



Thursday, 27 June 1996 SENATE 2391

matter when the parliament returns, that wlustralia and Australia’s cultural scene into
make specific reference to your suggestionthe 21st century.

; ; I have in recent times discussed the ques-
National Gallery of Australia tion of Mrs Churcher’'s successor with Mr
Senator MICHAEL BAUME —My ques- Kerry Stokes, the Chairman of the National
tion without notice is addressed to Senatagallery of Australia, and we have agreed that
Alston, the Minister for Communications anda process should be put in place to find the
the Arts. Can the minister inform the Senat@est possible person to replace Mrs Churcher
of any action he has taken in regard to th@hen her term expires in January of next
position of director of the National Gallery ofyear. | would certainly like to take this
Australia following last year's aborted at-opportunity to pay tribute to Mrs Churcher
tempts by the former arts minister to find aand the contribution she has made to the
new director? gallery. During her stewardship, it has certain-

Senator ALSTON—I would like to com- Y gone from strength to strength. There are

mence my answer by paying tribute to Sen%/_ery many achievements of which she ought

tor Michael Baume following what | believe 1© P& very proud.

will be his last question in this place. As a What that decision will do in due course is
former shadow minister for the arts, he haensure that the National Gallery is back on
had a longstanding and passionate interest firack, that it does recover from that very low
cultural pursuits, and | think he will certainly level of morale that afflicted it last year
be remembered for his contribution in thathanks to Michael Lee’s absolute political
and a number of other even more or equallineptitude. There is no doubt that you could
significant areas. not possibly have handled a decision worse if

ou tried, and then, to compound matters, Mr

rel(-;%gll tSoa%/htehilta\?ilgr?;IngﬁérdI% (I)etlsgn)lle%&;iee consistently refused to provide reasons
y y r the decision, so of course everyone had a

a fiasco as far as the gallery was concerne : .
: : ; eld day. Some of the disaffected candidates
but really made Australia an international elt compelled to go to the media. Michael

laughing-stock. There was a committe loyd, | might say, conspicuously did not
appointed by the former minister, Michael nd. as a result it was verv damaaging. |
Lee, to recommend a replacement for Bett& \aht. for the gallery itself y ging,
Churcher, whose term was due to expire la ought, for the gaflery )
year. That committee made a unanimous There is no doubt now, that, with a smooth
recommendation in favour of the late Michaeteplacement for Mrs Churcher early next year,
Lloyd, who, by any measure, was one of th&ve can look forward to the gallery getting
world’s outstanding curators. back on track. We can look forward hopefully
to more Turners, although | have to say from
Epersonal point of view | thought the Turner
xhibition was just about the best | have ever
een. One could not imagine a greater combi-
nation of colour, light and sheer mastery from

in passing that the Turner Exhibition will)bne of the world's all-time great cultural

f b ith th Fxponents, and that, | think, is a tribute to
Orever bE Synonymous wi & NAME Ofhnse who have run the gallery. | am sure that
Michael Lloyd.

Mrs Churcher’'s successor will ensure that
It is a very important position. The Nationalthere are many more blockbusters to come.
Gallery is very prestigious, even in interna- . . . )
tional ){erms. I); I?]as agremarkable collection AbPoriginal Affairs: Special Auditor
and, in Betty Churcher’s time, it has certainly Senator FAULKNER—My question is
developed close cultural links with Asia. Itdirected to Senator Herron, Minister for
has brought out a number of blockbusteAboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs.
exhibitions and it is very well poised to takeMinister, | ask you: in answer to a question

Mr Lloyd was subject to great public
humiliation and embarrassment which
thought he bore magnificently, and ultimatelyS
took the decision not to appoint him, I
thought, in very good grace. | would just sa
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asked earlier in question time by Senator Bob Senator Faulkne—When were you ad-
Collins, you said that yesterday you wereised?

given advice by ATSIC and in question time genator HERRON—Yesterday afternoon
yesterday you repeated that advice to thg the end of question time | contacted

Senate. You then said this morning that yoTs|C. | will read the very words that | read
were contacted by ATSIC and you were tolqesterday.

that the advice you had given the Senate was

incorrect. Senator Bob Collins—What time did you

get the advice?
Senator Alston—What is the question? Senator HERRON—I said that ATSIC

Senator FAULKNER—My question is: at advised that ‘funding will be released next
what time were you provided with that adviceVeek when it is due’. | then said:
today by ATSIC? And did you advise theThey cannot understand why the CDEP program
Senate at the earliest possible opportunity thguld be terminated—
you misled the Senate yesterday? That was at about 3.15 p.m., Senator Collins;
. .. you were here. That was the advice. When |
Sgngtor .HlEdethNS_Mrt P(teS|dené, 'ftsaw that press release this morning, | con-
anybody misied theé Senaté, it was Senalehqteq ATSIC and | said, ‘What's going on?

Collins. You will recall that yesterday in )
guestion time, Senator Collins blew himsel(TveSterday afternoon you tell me'—those

. 0ords that | said—'and this morning'—
up into a great posture that he does and sal
had my office received two telephone calls Senator Faulkner—When?
during that morning? Then, at the end of Senator HERRON—This morning.
question time, he came in meekly and said he senator Faulkne—What time?

was wrong; those telephone calls had nOtSenator HERRON—I will check the

come in yesterday morning—there were tw '
calls the previous afternoon. We recorded th?ggotirrcrl\Sé :cgrn;gl?t sure. | am happy to find out

previous afternoon, and there had been twk -
anonymous telephone calls. This is the Senator Hill—You have to keep a note of
minister who is on the record— every time!

Senator HERRON—Yes. | cannot answer

u the time, but we will check the time for

u and let you know. There seemed to be a
onflict of advice. | might also say yesterday
ternoon—I was willing to protect ATSIC
ecause they also said yesterday afternoon
at ATSIC previously wrongly advised the
DE program that funding would be delayed.
hat was prior to yesterday afternoon. If you
Svould like to check the time that that call was
received, | am happy to give that to you, too.

The PRESIDENT—The minister is rel-  The point is that | gave you an account of
evant in his answer. | take it he is developinghe advice | had received from ATSIC. |
his answer. | ask you to get to the pointgdelivered it to the Senate as soon as possible.
Senator Herron. | was going to do that this afternoon except

Senator HERRON—Thank you, Mr Senator Collins asked my dorothy dixer. | was

President. | am developing the answer. | wad@PPy to do that. | advised the Senate as soon
making the point that former Minister Collins&S Possible.

is on the record as saying, ‘The trouble with If Senator Collins is behind the post then
honesty in politics is that it is an extremelythat is his problem. Apparently the reason for
dangerous commodity, and it should be usetie delay is that it took ATSIC too much
sparingly.” There is the point— time. If you really need to know | will tell

Senator Faulkne—Point of order, Mr
President. This is a serious and direct questi
to Senator Herron, who has admitted i
question time today that he misled the Senat
| ask Senator Herron: when he received th
advice this morning, did he advise the Sena
of misleading the Senate at the earliest poss
sible opportunity? | ask you, Mr President, tol.
direct the minister to answer that specifi
guestion.
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you when that special direction was given. | MINISTER FOR ABORIGINAL AND
will read from the letter that | sent to the TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER

chairman of ATSIC. It outlines the directions AFFAIRS
| gave at that time. It will tell you the precise
time and date. You will then know when that Suspension of Standing Orders

compliance direction was issued and the .
advice that was given to the chairman o{ Senator BOB COLLINS (Northern Terri-

. ory) (3.03 p.m.)—At the request of Senator
ATSIC. The letter stated: Faulkner, | move:

| must stress that | regard ATSIC as responsible for .
ensuring the smooth and timeliness provision of the That so much of the standing orders be suspend-

material necessary for the special audito . ed as would prevent Senator Faulkner moving a
Time expired) motion to provide for the consideration of a matter,
( namely a motion to give precedence to a motion of

Senator FAULKNER —Mr President, | ask censure of the Minister for Aboriginal and Torres
a supplementary question. Is it not true thastrait Islander Affairs (Senator Herron) in relation
the only reason the record was corrected ful'”d'”g for the Community Development
this matter was that a member of the opposfPloyment Projects program.
tion asked you a question in question timd he reason this censure needs to be moved—
today? When were you advised that th@nd if you needed any confirmation of it, we
information you gave to the Senate yesterddy/st had it in question time today—is that
was wrong? Did you advise the Senate at theenator Herron has been coming into the
earliest possible opportunity that you weréenate and has been questioned on this
wrong and that you had misled the Senatelosely every question time without exception

Senator HERRON—I made it perfectly for the last two weeks. For two weeks every-
clear that | did not mislead the Senate. pody will remember how he answered those

notified the Senate as soon as possible. Wh@Hestions. Senator Herron said that absolutely
| saw the press release, | got in touch witjothing was wrong. “There was not a prob-
ATSIC and said, ‘What is going on?" | will lem,” said Senator Herron. ‘Nobody should be

quote from the letter dated 11 April. It stated*VO"i€d.’ said Senator Herron. ‘It is all under
) N . ontrol. There is not a problem,’ said Senator
| am advised that the directions will not have Iegaﬁerron

effect until the special auditor is appointed. How-
ever, | urge you to move to put the necessary He was quite firm about it. He told the
processes in place immediately so that delay i8enate in question time, with respect to
commencind tg‘e SFt’ﬁC'tat'haUd'tpftrQ?Ch?”'sm maybl??oncerns that | raised about problems that
e o o et e SPirt drectons M bere being relayed o me, and not soicited by
| advised the Senate yesterday afternoon—me: from Aboriginal communities across the
S whole top end of Australia—and | have now
Senator Faulkner—Why didn’t you come haq two inquiries from South Australia—that
here and say you misled the Senate? they were extremely concerned that they
Senator HERRON—What do you want me could not get any clarification as to whether
to do? I did it at the earliest possible opportheir funding for paying wages under CDEP
tunity. It was not that that advice was incorwould in fact continue:
rect yesterday. That was the advice | receivedaying said that, over a third of the funds—over
from ATSIC. | delivered it to the Senate. Ong300,000 million—that are spent by ATSIC go into
inquiry this morning, | was informed aboutCDEP. It is not intention—nor do | believe this
this. | came into the Senate to let you knowwill occur—that there will be any delay in the ex-
| do not think you can ask any more tharPenditure of those funds.
that. The advice | received was relayed to yokkven more extraordinary was another state-
correctly and honestly and | do not think youment Senator Herron made in respect of these
can ask any morgTime expired) same issues—and you cannot get it clearer

Senator Hill—Mr President, | ask that than this:

further questions be placed on thidotice None of these matters have occurred as a result of
Paper the appointment of a special auditor.
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That was in question time. In response t&ederation of Australian Commercial Televi-
Senator Alston’s interjection— sion Stations, the Australian Broadcasting

Senator Hill—Madam Deputy President, | Corporation and the Special Broadcasting
raise a point of order. | only attempt toService details of recent steps taken by them

intervene constructively. We do not object t¢oncerning their television codes of practice
the suspension, but there a number @nd to table these details in the Senate. | have
ministers who have responsibilities to tabléoW_received documents providing those
additional information arising out of questiondetails and | table them accordingly.

time. What if we get those jobs out of the Sale of Telstra

\év:ga%ngomergoi?oeg can leave and we can Senator ALSTON—Senator Wheelwright
i asked me a question on 30 May 1996. | now

Senator FAULKNER (New South Wales— paye some supplementary information and |
Leader of the Opposition in the Senate)—byple that information.

leave—I gather from what Senator Hill saids . .

: enator Wheelwright asked the Minister for Com-
that the. government W_'” not oppose thqnunications and the Arts, on 30 May 1996 (copy
suspension of the standing orders and henggached):
we can move fo the substantive motion. In the (a) Can the Minister for Communications and the

same spirit that Senator Hill proposes s’ confirm that there is a requirement under
indicate, on behalf of the opposition, that théisting rule 3A (1) to provide the Australian Stock
opposition would be willing to ensure that weExchange with any information which might
allow those ministers who have responsibilimaterially affect the value of Telstra bonds as
ties arising out of question time to fulfil thoselraded or that might influence an investor to buy or

and then we can move to the substantive! them. . o
motion. (b) Can the Minister for Communications and the
. Arts further explain why no information has been

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT—If this given to the exchange on the proposal discussed by
procedural motion is going to be agreed tdyoth the Minister and the Prime Minister to set up
we will pass that. Then the ministers can tabl&elstra in another company.
their documents and we can go on with the Senator Alston—The following supplementary
substantive motion. | put the question that thi@formation has been provided to answer Senator

motion moved by Senator Collins be agreel/heelwrights questions, based on advice from
elstra:
to.

. . . . (a) Background listing on ASX
Question resolved in the affirmative. (a) Telecom Bonds have been quoted on the

Procedural Motion Stock Exchange since the early 1970s when they

. . were first issued by the Australian Telecommunica-
Motion by Senator Bob Colling at the tions Commission (ATC). These Telecom Bonds
request ofSenator Faulkner, agreed to: were issued under the Commonwealth inscribed

That a motion to censure the Minister forStock regulations.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs (b) In 1991 Australian and Overseas Telecom-
(Senator Herron) in relation to funding for themunications Corporation (AOTC) was formed and
Community Development Employment Projectd elstra became a public company governed by the
program may be moved immediately and hav€orporations Law. At the same time the new
precedence over all other business today tifompany was listed on ASX and earlier Telecom

determined. Bonds lines were quoted in the name of the new
entity. (Telecom Bonds issued under the Corpora-
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE tions Law are similar but not the same as those

: . S Al issued prior to 1991. In particular, some bonds
Film and Video Guidelines issued enjoyed the benefit of a Commonwealth
Senator ALSTON—Senators may recall guarantee—see below).

the order of the Senate of 9 May 1996 for theypligations as a listed public company—continuous
production of draft classification guidelinesdisclosure

for film and video. The final part of that order (@) As a listed public company Telstra must
called on the Minister for Communicationscomply with continuous disclosure requirements
and the Arts to ascertain in writing from thecontained in the Corporations Law and in the Stock
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Exchange listing rules. These are not obligationsf Telstra and not the Commonwealth.

which apply to the Commonwealth as a shareholdyy rejation to Telstra’s disclosure obligations,

er. Telstra cannot make disclosures about matters on
(b) Under Listing Rule 3A (1) Telstra is requiredwhich it does not have direct knowledge or in

to disclose to ASX any information that a reasonrespect of uncertain or speculative matters. For

able person would expect to have a material effeetxample. the discussions referred to in the Senate

on the price or value of Telecom Bonds or whictconcerning the possibility that Telstra would be

may influence a person in deciding whether to buprivatised by an asset sale to a new company.

or sell Telecom Bonds. Disclosure is therefore nofg|stra, would of course, assess any firm sale
limited to matters which will materially adversely proposal under its continuous disclosure system to

affect investors.

determine whether any disclosure is needed and if

(c) Telstra must disclose this information to ASXso, make the appropriate disclosure to the ASX.

before it is released to any other person (eg,
media).

(d) Telstra also has disclosure obligations arising
out of its various debt issues in the US, UK and
Europe. Any information disclosed by Telstra to
ASX in compliance with its continuous disclosure

MINISTER FOR ABORIGINAL AND
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER

AFFAIRS
Motion of Censure

obligations may need to be notified to, among Senator BOB COLLINS (Northern Terri-
others, the US Securities Exchange Commissiagyry) (3.08 p.m.)—I move:

and to the London Stock Exchange.
(e) Telstra has rigorous systems in place to

That the Senate—

ensure compliance with its Australian and overseas (8) censures the Minister for Aboriginal and

disclosure obligations.

Guarantees/Underwriting applicable to Telecom
Bonds

() Telecom Bonds are direct debts of Telstra
and are unsecured notes under the Corporations
Law.

(b) Telecom Bonds rank equally regardless of
issue or maturity date with all other unsecured debt
obligations of Telstra. Telecom Bonds are not debts
of the Commonwealth and are mostly not guaran-
teed by the Commonwealth. (As mentioned above,
only a few very old inscribed stock lines enjoy
such a guarantee. No Telecom Bonds issued under
the Corporations Law are guaranteed.)

(c) A change in Telstra’s ownership will not
affect the interest payments or other rights attached
to Telecom Bonds.

(d) The information in (a) and (c) is clearly set
out in each Telecom Bonds prospectus. Investors
are also informed that there is no guarantee that
government ownership of Telstra will be main-
tained until the maturity date of each Telecom
Bonds sold.

(e) Telecom Bonds issued under the Corporations(
Law have the benefit of a Trustee who must be
informed on behalf of investors if any material
adverse event has occurred in the last quarter which
would affect their rights in Telecom Bonds (ie the
right to be paid interest or have their capital
returned on expiration of their fixed interest
investment.)

(b) Proposed sale by Commonwealth

As mentioned earlier, the obligation to notify the
ASX of material price sensitive information is that

Torres Strait Islander Affairs (Senator
Herron) for:

(i) misleading the Senate when he said in
guestion time that problems being
experienced by Aboriginal communities
in ensuring continuity of funding for
Community Development Employment
Projects programs and essential ser-
vices "had nothing to do with the
appointment of the Special Auditor",

(ii) failing to properly explore alternative
options for improving Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Commission
(ATSIC) accountability before his
precipitate action in appointing the
Special Auditor,

(iii) failing to consult ATSIC to seek advice
on the impact this would have on
ATSIC and the Aboriginal people it
serves, and

(iv) stating in the Senate that the Aboriginal
communities who raised concerns
should not be believed, and

calls on the Minister to:

() unconditionally withdraw his unfound-
ed imputations against these communi-
ties,

(ii) ensure his failure to consult ATSIC on

actions profoundly affecting its oper-
ations does not occur again, and

(iii) take action to minimise disruption to
organisations not in clear breach of the
accountability requirements demanded
by ATSIC.
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| suppose that we could say that the Ministeloroadcast this. They only issued it to those
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanderjournalists who had asked questions.

Affairs (Senator Herron) has complied with )
the last section of that motion by his an- When ATSIC was first set up, there was a

indeed, a fact that | was discussing this issy&Placed. On one occasion, Senator Tambling
with a journalist this morning. | was not9uite happily showed me over 60 pages of

scoring any points. faxed material that had just come off his fax
s machine. In respect of this issue, | have not
Senator Alston interjecting- had a phone call from ATSIC, I have not had

Senator BOB COLLINS—As you know, a single document from ATSIC. | have had
Senator Alston, | am not a lawyer; | am onlynothing from ATSIC. Everything I have had
a bush lawyer. | had a set of the accountintg material that is on the public record.
guidelines that had been issued to the ATSIC

office, | had a set of the minister’s direction h th  feol—K h hat |
under section 12 of the act and | had hear{’0W NOW €y must ieel—knowing what IS

the nonsense that the minister has deliverd}PPening on the ground and listening every

in here question time after question time wit ag;fto t?]e n%nsenig 3(10“ har:/e been dfellverllng
increasing concern. in this chamber, which you have now formal-

) ly acknowledged by announcing that you do
For the life of me—I thought there musthave to amend your ministerial directions
have been a secret in here somewhere—skcause of the mess that you have created out
could not work out, in terms of what | knewthere. They must be feeling pretty sick at
was the total confusion on the ground oukeart today. | commend them for their loyalty
there in Aboriginal communities, how thepecause | have not had one single piece of
minister could do it any other way. | said thajnformation delivered to me. This is all on the
this morning. The only solution that | can segublic record. Listen to this opening para-
is that he will have to amend his mlnlsterlaEraph, Minister, in terms of your flat assertion

direction. That was less than an hour beforgat nothing was wrong because of the special
| walked into Senate question time todayayditor:

Minister, you might be interested to know. | ) o
will not bother reading the full text. MadamAn ATSIC spokesperson said today that it is too

Deputy President, just recall—as should afry to predict how many, if any, indigenous
honourable senators— organisations will not be funded in good time

because of the special audit process.
Senator Abetz—Like you did on pay TV. -
y pay For all the howls of derision | heard oppos-
Senator BOB COLLINS—ANd you, ite—| have only been in this game 20 years—
Senator Abetz. Just recall what the ministef that is not a straight up and down

said in question time. misleading of the parliament, then | have

Senator Abetz—You didn't read all the never heard one.
fine print on pay TV.

Senator BOB COLLINS—Have a look at
the Hansard | will quote the minister: Senator BOB COLLINS—Senator, you
OIshould not be sitting there laughing your head

Sff. Just recall what you said. | will give two

guotes now. You had the absolute effrontery

Just listen to the opening paragraph of thg, say in here that the Aboriginal organisa-
statement which the head office of ATSIC injons that were raising these concerns—not in
Canberra was forced to issue last night b%ny confronting way, because in Western
cause they were being besieged—not surprigy stralia they did not want to sack 210

ingly—by questions from journalists. | might hegple—should not be believed.
tell you, Minister, in commending this organi-

sation for its loyalty to you, they did not Senator Herron—Some!

Consider how those people must feel. |

Senator Herron—Using that as your basis.

These problems have got nothing whatever to
with my appointment of a special auditor.
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Senator BOB COLLINS—Some. And that up only this morning when | was ploughing
is what | said—some. Senator, you had somtérough theHansard This is what you told
very nasty things to say about a particulathe Senate in question time in respect of the
organisation, and | will quote them. In respectjuestion about why ATSIC have not handled
of Junjuwa, in question time yesterday thall these things. This is what you said:
minister said that this organisation was SO ATSIC has been aware since 10 April of the
squeaky clean, and it is, and so completelyature of the information required to be provided
free of any problems with audit, which it is,by ATSIC to the special auditor, once appointed.
that he guaranteed they would get their Senator Herron—That's correct.
funding—%$300,000—next week. Have a look Senator BOB COLLINS—The minister

at question time in yesterday'siansard interjects, ‘That’s correct.” Again, there might

Minister, that community are still waiting for 1), o fectly reasonable explanation for this,
written confirmation. Do you know what theSenator

minister’s office sent them? A copy of the
Hansardfrom question time yesterday. Senator Campbeli—Not for you.

Senator West—Oh! What? Senator BOB COLLINS—I wiill repeat |t,

Senator BOB COLLINS—Oh, yes. But Senator Campbell, for yogr benefit: _
reflect on this: yesterday the minister accepted ATSIC has been aware since 10 April of the
ature of the information required to be provided

the fact that this organisation was so accounﬁ—y ATSIC to the special audita . .

able, and they are, and so honest in its opef: . ) .
ations that he was quite happy to give then&"'jm you explain the evidence that was given
$300,000 next week. Listen to what he saitf theé Senate committee last Friday that

in the Senate on the 26th of this month abo@@Pinet had made a decision to appoint the
the same organisation: special auditor on only 10 April, Minister?

. : You admitted that you had not discussed this
... one can only assume, if those circumstanc

are correct, that the grant body is in serious troubl oposition_ at all With. ATSIC and that. they
in relation to audit. new nothing about it, and you confirmed

. Lois O’Donoghue’s advice that you had told
They are your words, Senator. Senator Jacin IS :
Collins then interjected, “You have no right#‘gr less than half an hour before the Prime

to assume they are the facts of the matter,’ tg{linister (Mr Howard) announced it—and you

; 0 P had to abandon that bare courtesy by
which the minister replied, ‘They are the fact ven . ;
of the matter, Mr President.” soelng called out to attend to his masters’s

voice to announce it at the press conference.
Senator Herron—And they are!

Senator Herron—We have cleared that up.
Senator BOB COLLINS—They are? Then

g ; : ; Senator BOB COLLINS—No; | am
tell me, Minister, if they are in serious breach ; ; ' .
of their audit conditions, why did you pleolgeseeklng an explanation. If ATSIC have said

in here yesterday to give them $300,000 ne>§n the record to a Senate committee, and you

week? | want that interjection in thidans- onfirmed it, that they knew absolutely

- ; o nothing about the special auditor until the
ard—that they are in serious breach Prime Minister announced it, the chair knew

Senator Herron—I didn't say they are in apouyt it less than 30 minutes before it was
serious breach; | said they are in breach. Yoshnounced and cabinet took the decision on
are sliding with the truth. only 10 April, tell me, Minister, how ATSIC

Senator West—You did! You did! could have been aware since 10 April of the

Senator BOB COLLINS—It is all right. It nature of the information it had to provide to
will be in the Hansard They cannot change the special auditor. The senator has gone
the Hansard You and your big mouth. You Strangely silent.
are worse than Alexander Downer, Minister. Senator Herron—I am not going to inter-
You really are. ject on you.

Minister, in respect of misleading, | ask you Senator BOB COLLINS—I await your
to reflect on a certain statement. | picked thianswer. It will be an interesting one. | draw
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honourable senators’ attention to the firshctually had the courtesy, as | said to him last
paragraph of the general directions issued Wyriday, to talk to ATSIC, they might have

the minister on 10 April. The first paragraphtold him of what would happen once this

was a direction to the board of ATSIC tellingspecial auditor was appointed and his direc-
them that they could not issue one singl&ons were given, but he did not give them the
dollar of grant money to any organisatioropportunity to do so.

until after the special auditor—when that

special auditor was appointed, which was fgiﬁyer?éfgfltﬁge&n t’?}“ésngg? lfop%:th%l:rt'\'
June—had cleared them. y '

The special auditor was finally appointedbecaluse they have to comply with all the
accountability provisions that they have to do
as | said, on 6 June. ATSIC staff were the N Nty Provisi y hav

orovided with a thick document—the docu%t the end of the financial year. Also, they are

‘flat out assessing the grants for the next

ment | lifted up here today. | have read !It]inancial year so that they do not get a red

cover to cover on many occasions, and | wilj;

< ight from the special auditor and be seen to
bet large sums of money that the minister hﬁ% non-accountable. On top of that, out of left
not read it at all. He has been briefed on itsg

d—whack, whack—comes this direction:
no doubt, by his office staff, but | bet he ha ial Py ;
not read it because he seems to be inssfuﬁPeCIa auditor appointed.
unaware of what it contains. I will tell you how the fast track works. The

They are the instructions for the completiorffonditions | have just read out are the fast
of the reporting package which has beeffack—a clear organisation, no particular
reported to me as ‘the bible; we are using #roPlems, nothing wrong in the last two
at the moment; it's gospel; we have to stic inancial years; that goes to the special audi-
to it. They have been preaching the gospeP!» Who then gives it a tick or a cross. That
according to this bible to remote communitieiI a quick audit. That gives them three months
across the country. Unfortunately, no-ondinding and then in three months there is
seems to have made the minister aware of Hi§1other look.

own gospel—if they did, it went in one ear Byt the ATSIC staff still have to do the
and out the other. work of getting to the point where they are
It says that, if an organisation is clear andatisfied that the organisation fits the fast
complying and has had only minor breachesack. That has to be done by real people, in
over the past two financial years, then theeal time and in real offices where they are
$300,000 under the fast-track process can fiat out doing everything else. Minister, you
paid for the first three months of the newappear to be utterly unaware that your precipi-
financial year, but it still needs to be clearedate action, which you have now acknow-
by the special auditor otherwise it is in breactedged in your amendment to your own
of the ministerial directions that have beeministerial direction, has caused utter confu-
issued under section 12 of the act. sion in every ATSIC office around Australia

Senator Herron, who is clearly completely@nd in many communities, who still do not
unaware of what he set in train, has beeknow precisely what funding they will be
giving everyone the impression there is a fagtetting.

track that circumvents the special auditor The second part of this censure motion says
process. Yes, there is a priority track. But lefhat the minister failed ‘to properly explore
me tell the Senate how it works, because it igjternative options for improving ATSIC
absolutely relevant to the statement thaiccountability before his precipitate action in
ATSIC put out last night. appointing the special auditor.” We have

This is how it works: take a small regionalcertainly established that the minister misled
office which is looking after 40 or 50 commu-the Senate. | did not realise he was going to
nities or organisations that are getting grantgrovide additional support to that by coming
it is the end of the financial year—somethingnto the Senate in question time and admitting
the minister did not bother about. If he hadt himself.



Thursday, 27 June 1996 SENATE 2399

The second part is even easier to make outegative comments about Aboriginal issues
You did not give proper and careful considerand ATSIC from prominent public people.’
ation as a brand new minister in a brand new ganator West—Who?
portfolio—on your own admission, and how
could you say otherwise, publicly that you Senator BOB COLLINS—The lady from
were very inexperienced. You were sworn ifoueensland.
on 11 March as a minister. Cabinet made this Senator Herron—I didn’t say that.

decision on 10 April. On this point even the Senator BOB COLLINS—It is in the

calendar condemns you. By the time you gaqt, : Py ,
around to your first cabinet meeting, yoﬁﬂqgsardltherSﬁld togou, M|n||$ter,typu ve
would barely have had an opportunity to g((—:;za' you would have been negugent in your
across the first round of briefings—an ress Irelea_se !f you hhadn_t app0|rr11ted the
clearly, from your performance in here, youspeua auditor” On the evidence that was
still have not managed to do that. presented to the committee, you are utterly
negligent in having not properly followed up

| said that the calendar condemns you; bugerious concerns about accountability that the
you were condemned out of your own moutfthair of ATSIC took directly to you. You did
last Friday on this same issue. The chairpeaimost nothing about them and said on the
son of ATSIC, Lois O’Donoghue, gaverecord to the committee, ‘I couldn't get a
compelling evidence to the committee that sheatisfactory answer, so | just dropped it.’
had complained about a large number of Senator Herron—I didn't drop it
issues, which had been properly investigated ) ”
by ATSIC, had these forwarded to the rel- Senator Bob Collins—Oh, you didn’t drop
evant agencies such as the Federal Police alfidThat was the evidence you gave to the
the Corporate Affairs Commission and thefgommittee. If you now want to correct that,
had the frustration of not seeing all thes@0 ahead. But, as | said before, you do not
attacks on ATSIC followed up. Also, she toldneed your own mouth to condemn you,
the committee that ATSIC had been told irlthough it does; the calendar condemns you
respect of this failure that there was a lack df respect of the second point of this censure
resources in these organisations, that theBgotion. The third part is the most heinous
affairs had a low priority for them and thatdeficiency of all.
they simply had not been pursued. Senator Michael Baume—You've got a

Minister, you were asked directly, in thegreat deal of support, Bob!
presence of the chair of ATSIC, whether she Senator Crane—Look behind you!
had spoken to you about these concerns. You
confirmed that. You did not dispute theh Senator BOB COLLINS
evidence she gave; in fact, you endorsed i

—We will see
ow much support | have when we vote. This

is such a profound failure of the minister not
You were then asked whether you had fOIE)nly because it is hard to imagine anything

lowed up these concerns. To my total aston: ; o :
ishment, you said to the committee, ‘Oh,yeggore offensive than appointing a special

| did ask some questions and | couldn’t get uditor to an organisation which knew abso-

satisfactory answer.’ It is in thdansard You tely nothing aboult it—the minister absolute-

then dropped it and rushed off to the cabin ly failed to consult them about it—but also
room and got a special auditor. You Wer%iecause he then had the gross discourtesy of

: X e alking out of the barest briefing of the chair
tsf:l,\lgr? olnn 100n A:;L)%il gr?crjc;]c’)utggi ddfhcaﬁlggumg 0 minutes before the announcement; you had

o trot off to the press conference of the
not bothered to follow up the concerns the, ;- "Minister (Mr IF-)|oward). Lois O'Donog-

chair of ATSIC had raised with you. hue—and | would like to hear one dissenting

| said in here earlier that | thought thevoice in this chamber—has been held up by
minister’s response to questions from Senateveryone | know as one of the most distin-
Kernot was the most appalling statement ajuished Australians in public life ever. She
the day. He said, ‘We were getting verywas mortally offended, and that offence came
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across loud and clear at the Senate committédston, in respect off your interjection, be-
hearing last Friday. cause of him, Aboriginal organisations—

The other reason it was such a disgracef@rganisations which are absolutely kosher in
effort is that if you had bothered to consulth€ir application of accountability principles,
with ATSIC—that very large organisation thagganlsapons with clean bills of health at their
looks after thousands of small communitie!gst audit—are now in as much confusion
and, on your own evidence, $1 billion ofabout their funding as everybody else.
public money—they might have been able to The tragedy of the dislocation of the CDEP
tell you of the trouble that you would getschemes goes far beyond dollars and cents.
into, have got into and are now in. The nee@s has been pointed out again and again,
to amend your ministerial orders might neveunder these schemes Aboriginal people are the
have arisen. This mess, as | said the other dayly people in Australia who work for their
and is now painfully obvious, was madeunemployment benefit. They actually get less
entirely by you. than the unemployment benefit. Why is that?

You do not need to look past your ownBecause they voluntarily give up a percentage
press release of 11 April to confirm thisOf the unemployment benefit to be pooled to

appalling lack of consultation. The presgrovide infrastructure—such as material to
release said: build sheds—for the community projects they

... Senator Herron had not raised the proposals f e working on. Peolple such as Se.”ator
the appointment of a Special Auditor and thé>oswell are familiar with the way in which
reserve power to call in an ATSIC AdministratorCDEP schemes work on the ground.

with Miss O’Donoghue until immediately prior to :
the Prime Minister’s press conference yesterday. Not too many people Who are entitled to go
on unemployment benefits would volunteer

What a wonderful start for a new minister forggr sych a scheme, but over 300 of these

Aboriginal affairs! We know the enormous,york for the dole schemes have sprung up
importance th_at Aboriginal communltles_pl_acedround the country. Minister, how much
on consultation, but even non-Aboriginajncentive is there for people to stay with these
people would be grossly offended by the facdchemes when, after they have painfully put
that there was no consultation in this case. Afhese things together, you dislocate the fund-
administrator was to be appointed, a persofg and force them to sign up for unemploy-
that the minister could appoint to disable theyent penefit so they can feed themselves and
entire commission—not just sack people buheir kids? What a brilliant start to your career

disable the commission and take over it§hen that is the mess you have created. And
powers—and he could not even be botherggl\yas all absolutely unnecessary.

telling the organisation he was goingto doit. . i
Minister, of all the very firm statements you

absolutely appalled that the new governmerjf,
at its first cabinet meeting chose to focus o},
an indigenous affairs matter that was not evejjairs |t is in theHansard You asked. ‘Who
part of the minister's submission to cabinet, ybu going to believe, them or me?' |
Miss O1D0noghue said that this decision ha sked. ‘Who is te”|ng the t;.uthr): You Said. q
caused not only a lot of offence to Aboriginal, - v, were not, Minister, and it is yOL;r

people but a lot of hurt as well. o o
Senator Alston—You just ignore the credibility that has suffered, not the credibili-

problems, do you? Is that what you ard—
saying? Senator Herron—Ha, ha!

Senator BOB COLLINS—The other thing  Senator BOB COLLINS—You think that
it created was the great big mess that the a joke, do you, Minister? It is not the
minister is now in. Unfortunately, Senatorcredibility of the Aboriginal organisations that

ey were right. You got a little firmer than
at when you pitted your credibility against
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has suffered—organisations, the reputations &xtraordinary! You totally ignored the fact
which you do not have the slightest problenthat it was your ministerial direction to freeze
slurring in this parliament on the basis othe funds the minute the special auditor was
nothing. | would be very pleased to hear yoappointed that was causing significant prob-
put your case for the serious breaches of audé@ms.
with the Junjuwa community, then explain | ot me tell you that there are three occa-
how you will give them $300,000 next week,ions where you made the same extraordinary
and then equate that with your desire fOgiatement, You seem to have a view that
accountability in Aboriginal organisations. It,nqer the proposals you put in place funding
will be very interesting to watch you put all\yoyig continue to flow. You said on three
that together. occasions, until the special auditor found a
Minister, |1 did not put you in this position; problem, organisations were innocent until
you put yourself there. Then you had tdhey were proven guilty. Your action had
compound the matter by attacking the credexactly the reverse effect: all organisations
bility of these organisations when you did notvere guilty until proven innocent. But again
need to do so. | have already gone over, ar&ahd again in thédansardyou seem to have
will not go over again, the extraordinary trailabsolutely no appreciation of this fact.

of protestations to your office made by |n concluding this censure motion—and |
Junjuwa. You pathetically claimed that it wasnyst say, particularly on the last three points,
just a matter of their making a phone call tqt was very easy; | think every ground for this
your office, but you cannot escape the factgensure has been amply made out—the Senate

The fact is that the Junjuwa organisatio¢alls upon you to unconditionally withdraw
wrote to you. They faxed a letter to youryour unfounded imputations against these
office on Monday. They did it again oncommunities and to ensure that your complete
Tuesday. And they did it yet again on Wedfailure to consult ATSIC on actions profound-
nesday. When they spoke with your office oy affecting its operations does not occur
at least one occasion—they say it was two-again. Can | offer the minister this piece of
they were told, ‘Your organisation is okay;gratuitous advice as someone who was in
you won't have any problems.’ They pleadedabinet for seven years: it would not only
with your office for some assistance. Theypave Aboriginal people from getting into
rang back on the following morning and werdrouble; from time to time it might save you
told that no-one could talk to them. That wadrom getting into trouble.

after four days of trying to bring this matter Finally, and importantly, we call upon you

to your attention. Yet you have the hide tao take action to minimise the disruption to
come in here and attack that organisatiogrganisations not in clear breach of the
under privilege. You had better be able taiccountability requirements demanded by
make out your case. ATSIC—absolutely unnecessary disruption

Minister, it is beyond dispute that every ondVhich you single-handedly have caused. For
of the grounds of this censure motion haflat you are now forced to come into the
been made out during this debate. In concly2€nate with your tail between your legs and
sion—I do not want to unduly delay theYour head down to finally admit after two
Senate—I have left till last some of the thingdveeks of telling us that nothing was wrong
that you have said on this issue during que&Pat you had to amend your ministerial direc-
tion time over the last two weeks. Theytlon to try to fix up the mess. It is a disgrace!
indicate the grasp you have on this subject. Senator HERRON (Queensland—Minister
Listen to some of this stuff. | raised concerngor Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
about all the confusion being caused by thaffairs) (3.39 p.m.)—You will recall that
special auditor, and you said: when the government came to power it came

. I have appointed the special auditor oniyVith @ commitment to improve outcomes for

recently. There has not even been the time for tHadigenous people. That was the bottom line:
allegations made by Senator Collins to occur. the improvement of outcomes. Part of that
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commitment was a commitment to greaterQuery re releases under existing grants
accountability. Those who doubt the need forhe directions would apply only to grants and not
greater accountability should look at theo periodic releases of grants already made or to be
recently completed compliance audits into thenade.

Aboriginal legal services. Five out of five. Query re the timing of the directions coming into
organisations examined were found to be iaffect

breach of their grant conditions. | am advised that the directions will not have legal

In relation to the special auditor, | ameffect until the Special Auditor has been appointed.

: . However, | urge you to move to put the necessary
advised that only 10 per cent have been g'viglfocesses in place immediately so that delay in

a clean bill of health as far as complying wit ommencing the Special Auditor mechanism may
grant conditions is concerned—10 per cenbe minimised and so that the spirit of the directions
The appointment of the special auditor isnay be implemented at the earliest possible date.
showing an outcome which was not predict; || repeat that: ‘I urge you to put the

able but certainly thought to be an outcomeyecessary processes in place immediately so
The reasons for appointing the special auditqhat delay in commencing the special auditor
to date have been justified. The other 90 pgpechanism may be minimised.” Senator

cent are in breach at some level; 10 per ce@o|lins cannot ask for anything clearer than
are in major breach or have other majof,at.

problems. The Junjuwa people are in breach, , .
and that was the answer which | gave yester-MS O’Donoghue received that letter on 11

day. So there are problems there. April, which said to put the necessary pro-
cesses in place immediately so that any delay

My office has received over 200 writtenmay be minimised and so that the spirit of the
complaints of mismanagement and fraud, angrections may be implemented at the earliest
several hundred phone complaints. Severgbssible date. The letter further states:
hundred pages outlining all manner of allega- . o

Query re the application of directions to all

tions have been re_ferred to the federal po_lic rganisation or only those which have been in
and these complaints come from Aboriginagreach

people—ifrom communities which are sick an?he directions refer to all organisations and not just
tired of missing out becausp of the laCk_ Othose who have previouslygbreached loan or ngant
accountability. There are critics of our driveconditions. This broad application was clearly the
for greater accountability, but you wouldintention of the Cabinet and was my intention in
expect those who will lose the most fromssuing the directions. Even if a technical
accountability concerns to shout the loudes@rguement could be mounted to the contrary, |
Our commitment to accountability is absolute¥;’n9|‘é'd be able to issue revised directions at any
Referring to the specific matters that Sena- genator Collins will recall that on Friday |
tor Collins has raised, it is probably important,iq the reason for that was that there would
to give a chronological account of what hage g organisation that, if it was in breach
occurred so that the Senate is aware of the) 14 not pe picked up’ in the audit. There
sequence. | did issue general directions on 10" 2 reason for that, but | also said that

ﬁpnl, a_datel th:ch Sde?ator Clolllns l;1%plstransitionad arrangements would be put in
ammer':/rlwg.L Wi ,r[t)aa rﬁm ahetteLt_ at I hjace, because we realised that the technical
sfent tos Cs ?\'S? onog ﬁe’é %C;Ga'rma'ﬁroblems in doing such an audit would be
of ATSIC. The letter is heade enerajyreat. Finally, in relation to the letter | said:
directions to ATSIC in relation to the appoint- - : _ )
ment of a Special Auditor’ and states: - Query re the provision of financial statements in
relation to alternative sources of funding
he directions are intended to apply to all informa-
ion which ATSIC can legally obtain and to
ncourage grantee organisations to provide fuller
nd better information than has previously been the
case. | am seeking the most transparent decision
My view of the issues you raise is as follows: making process which is possible.

I understand that you have been in contact with t

Secretary of the Department of the Prime Ministe
and Cabinet in relation to the general directions

issued on 10 April 1996 and that you have certai
questions in relation to those directions.
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| have considered the matter of providing youMr G Rees on 5 June. | understand that ATSIC
access to the Commonwealth’s legal advice. | dofficers have been consulted regarding a number of
not believe that such access would be appropriateontractual issues and the ATSIC staff have been

; liaising with KPMG on a protocol to support the
That letier was dated 1.1 April. effective performance of the Special Auditor

On 5 June the following letter went to thefunction.
acting chief executive officer of ATSIC: Then I go on:

Dear I\/.Ir.Rees . | must stress that | regard ATSIC as responsible for
The Minister has agreed to the appointment ofnsyring the smooth and timely provision of the
KPMG as the Special Auditor (SA), pursuant to thenaterial necessary for the Special Auditor to form
Minister's General Direction of 10 April 1996, for 3 considered judgment on whether an organisation

executed with KPMG on 4 June 1996 and thEIFnoney_ Equally, it is my view that by exercising

appointment commences on that day. good judgment about organisations appropriate to

The point here is that there was time from 11eceive grants or loans, ATSIC can avoid the

April to the letter dated 5 June, but theikelihood of the Special Auditor finding proposed

ant recipients not fit and proper and so, over
contract was executed on 4 June. The Iettﬁfne’ reduce the need for & Special Auditor

continues: i : )
The point there is that we recognised that

ATSIC staff have been involved in discussions Wi'[q . .
staff of this office and KPMG as the preferredthere could be delays in the processing of that

tenderer on issues associated with the developmdhgiterial. So we set in place—and evidence
of the contract. . . was given to this effect on Friday at a hearing
... The contract, including the payment of ach the Finance and Public Administration
counts, is to be administered by the Department dfegislation Committee—a mechanism of
the Prime Minister and Cabinet and the project wiltransitional arrangements where organisations
be dealt with on a ‘fee for service basis’. could be categorised as green, amber or red,
Senator Bob Collins—Tell us how these so that the ones that were thought to be in
problems had nothing to do with the speciaiajor breach could be processed first. Then
audit. That is the censure motion. the ones who were green could obviously go

Senator HERRON—Senator Collins. | @head and be processed because of the prob-
think it is important that the facts are on thd®Ms that have been mentioned in terms of the

table and that you understand what has bedgchnical aspects.

occurring. On 31 May there is a file note Obviously some organisations were in
which says that there was consultation on 3fouble and Senator Collins has been jumping
May. The file note states that this particulaup and down about the Fitzroy Valley and the
person spoke to ATSIC to inform them of theJunjuwa. | will read from a fax which was
minister’s decision to put in place transitionateceived today in relation to that particular
arrangements for the special auditor processrganisation which was mentioned by Senator

On 6 June | wrote to the Chairman ofCollins. | would appreciate it if Senator
ATSIC and said: Collins would listen to this.

| refer to the General Directions | issued on 10 Senator Bob Collins—I am listening.

April 1996 to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait .
Islander Commission (ATSIC) pursuant to Section Senator HERRON—Good. Senator Collins
12 of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islandermoved the motion and does not like getting
Commission Act 1989, and the Explanatory Addenit back. The fax states:

dum | issued on 4 June 1996, relating to thﬁ'his fax is to confirm our telephone discussion of

appointment of a Special Auditor. . the afternoon of Monday 24th June regarding the
As you may be aware, | have agreed to the appoinfelease of CDEP funds to Mr Junjawa in the
ment of the firm KPMG to undertake the tasks ofritzroy Valley. | confirm that we discussed the
the Special Auditor, and the contract between th&jtuation of the Special Auditor generally and | also
Commonwealth and KPMG has now been finalisefhformed you of particular staffing problems. . .
by the Department of the Prime Minister and

Cabinet, effective 4 June 1996. A copy of the Senator Faulkner—You are a bungler and
contract was provided to the acting CEO of ATSICa bumbler.
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Senator HERRON—Madam Deputy informed as to what occurred, | will go back
President, would you restrain the Leader db the letter that was sent on 6 June. It states:

the Opposition so t_hat | can F’e heard? | W”l must stress that | regard ATSIC as responsible for
re-read the fax, which states: ensuring the smooth and timely provision of the

I confirm that we discussed the situation of thénaterial necessary for the Special Auditor. . .

Special Auditor generally and | also informed yo : ;
of particular staffing problems in the ATSICuI also mentioned previously that | spoke about

regional office in Derby, which serves the Fitzroytr"’.lnSItlonal arrangement_s—and they are in
Valley and that there was a brand new Regiondhis letter of 6 June. | said:

Manager, who had started in the office that day. | have agreed to transitional arrangements associat-
also attempted to give you a very broad outline ofq\yith “the initial work of the Special Auditor
some of the community politics in the Fitzroy\hereby proposed grant recipients which have no
Valley and how they could be affecting the situapresent breaches of grant conditions and only minor

tion there. technical breaches, if any in the past, may receive
Senator Bob Collins—You would be right a grant pro rata for the first three months of the
across that! 1996-97 financial year. In these circumstances

. . ATSIC must still provide the relevant information
Senator HERRON—That is the advice that to the Special Auditor in time for the July grant

| received and | was referring to some organiand the Special Auditor must still form a view on
sations where incorrect advice was being sewhether such organisations are fit and proper before
out. That justifies that particular statement o}he following grant is given in October. In this way

. s have aimed to minimise any delays in the provi-
mine and | have a fax here confirming that'sion of grants to organisations whose performance

Senator Collins also referred to concern® date suggests the Special Auditor may not find
that | mentioned on Friday and | did notthem not fit and proper.

pursue it. | did not pursue it because I had nqt wil| repeat that, because it needs to be
received any satisfactory reply to my questiogmphasised. It is entirely consistent with the

about the concerns expressed by the Chairmggvice | gave the Senate. On 6 June, Senator
of ATSIC, which | shared, that there seemedgllins, | stated:

to be inordinate delay in referring matters to - . -
. minimise any delays in the provision of grants

outside bodies. Because you did not ask; organisations whose performance to date sug-

Senator Collins, what | did not say was thagests'that the Special Auditor may not find them
| had been in touch with the Attorney-not fit and proper.

General's Department and instructions ha
been given to the Australian Federal Police t

expedite material that had been sent to the ime for ATSIC to follow the instructions of

in relation to matte.rs— o 11 April. I was assured that they believed it
Senator Bob Collins—Why didn'tyou tell \was sufficient time to get the  transitional
the committee that? arrangements in place.

Senator HERRON—Because | wasn't  ganator Bob Collins—I thought you said

asked, Senator Collins. You didn't give me&q, gidn't issue the transitional arrangements
the opportunity. You were interjecting Sontil 6 June.

frequently. It is on theHansard record,

Madam Deputy President, that he was inter- Senator HERRON—The general directions
jecting so frequently— were there. They were not issued until then.

. But they had three weeks in that time. If they
Senator Bob Collins—We sat there all day. had followed the instructions of 11 April there
Senator HERRON—This is a good exam- was time to get it in place.

ple of what occurred on Friday. That is why .

I am ignoring the interjections. The facts of Senator Bob Collins—What?

the matter are that instructions have beenSenator HERRON—They were notified,

relayed to the Federal Police so those matte8enator Collins, that this was going to occur.
can be expedited. Getting back to the chrond-hey were not legally in place, but they were
logical order of events, so the Senate is fullyotified that this would occur.

do not know what more one can do, Senator
ollins. There were three weeks within that
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Senator Bob Collins—If they weren't terial had been followed and the advice that
issued on 6 June, how could they have dorlehad given the Senate was correct. Then |
them on 10 April? explained, as Senator Collins will remember,

Senator HERRON—Are you so thick that When discussing the amendments to the bill
you can't follow that, Senator Collins? | haveWe Were debating, that there had been confu-

. L , honest mistake, an interpretation of advice
nost?r?c%%[eg()b Collins—You said ‘issued’, that he had received.

Senator HERRON—ON 26 June | wrote to 'S | have said, and | have clearly shown,

: ; - : receipt of that information from the Western
]Egﬁosvmzf tlaﬁggtlve Officer of ATSIC in the Australian office in relation to the Junjuwa

2 , community in the Fitzroy Valley, shows they
| am writing to express my serious concern afid jssue incorrect material. That was the

continuing reports that ATSIC Regional Council ; i
officers are telling community groups that fundingletter’ you will recall, Madam Deputy Presi

is not guaranteed over the next three months, or RENt. that Senator Collins was waving around
other ways are misinterpreting the Special Auditoyesterday, saying that they had been in-
process. formed. It is also confirmed that the com-
As you know, ATSIC has been aware since 1@nunity are in breach of the audit require-
April of the nature of information required to bements. That answers the case completely. The
provided by ATSIC to the Special Auditor oncereality is that only 10 per cent—in the esti-

appointed, and | expect that ATSIC officers shoulgnate, anyway—so far of the funds are fulfil-

have been using the intervening period to make tf]f?]g strict audit requirements
necessary preparations for the current round o '

grant decisions. I am further advised by the Registrar of
| reiterate that | agreed to the transitional arrangédboriginal Corporations that currently it is

ments specifically to ensure that organisations witastimated that another 1,200 incorporated
acceptable records of grant compliance need nghoriginal organisations are in breach of their
undergo Special Auditor scrutiny for the currenfyrant conditions—in other words, over 50 per
round, and therefore, subject to normal ATSI nt. We came to office with a concern that

grant assessment processes, can be immediat , . .
guaranteed funding for the next three months. IRSOPI€’S money be spent in the pursuit of

my letter to the Chairman, Ms Lois O’'DonoghueMmproving the conditions of Aboriginal
of 6 June 1996, | set out the transitional arranggsommunities, and we stick to that. That is not
ments | agreed, to with the aim of minimising anynegotiable at all and we will pursue that
‘delays in the provision of grants to organisationgecause it is in the interests of the Aboriginal
e g it e SPectimmunit tha tha be done. A | go around
therefore urgently request that you take all actiorﬁe Aborlglnal_commumtles, | am sure that I
necessary to ensure that ATSIC Regional Coundil@ve support in them for that stand. There is
officers comply with all Special Auditor processesN0 question about that situation.Madam Depu-
including the transitional arrangements, and that ey President, | think | have answered the
officers accurately represent those processes to thRarge that has been brought against me about
indigenous community. misleading the Senate. | have not misled the
That brings you up to date, Madam DeputyBenate in any shape or form.
President. As | said yesterday afternoon at theSenator Bob Collins—You didn’t even
end of question time, with Senator CO”'nSaddress the first :
; O part of it.
being an honest man, despite his own quota- )
tion about dealing with honesty as a danger- Senator HERRON—I will look through
ous product, | thought that perhaps he knowi§e censure motion that Senator Collins has
something that | do not. provided. If I can go through it—

Senator Bob Collins—A great deal, in fact.  Senator Bob Collins—Part one.

Senator HERRON—In this regard. | took  Senator HERRON—I had been informed
him at his face value and my officers rangy ATSIC, Senator Collins, that there were no
ATSIC. We were told that the relevant majproblems. | can do no more than relate to the
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Senate the advice that | am given. | waber of meetings | have had with ATSIC
informed there were no problems. officers. They have been kind enough to come
Senator Bob Collins interjecting across to me, to my office, because as you

Senator HERRON—With regard to any know, they are S|tuate.d at some dlstancg
problems that were being experienced, Sena-Senator Bob Collins—You are their
tor Collins, if you listen, rather than sledgingMinister.
across the chamber, | was informed original- Senator HERRON—They are an autono-
ly—I cannot give you an exact date on it, buimous organisation, Senator Collins, as you
when | inquired— know. There is no requirement. In terms of

Opposition senators interjectirg self-determination, they are unique. They

. provide services to me and | am very pleased
exsai?zt{;;HERRON—l cannot give you the \iw the services and material that are provid-

’ ed. | have a departmental liaison officer in my
but it was a couple of weeks ago. When bffice—as | mentioned, an outstanding man—
inquired—Dbecause | had seen press reports@ho constantly liaises with ATSIC on a daily,
delays—I said, ‘Was this related to the aphourly, almost on a minute by minute, basis.
pointment of the special auditor,” and theas | have discovered since coming into this
reply | got was, no, it wasn't, because this isportfolio, there is a constant interchange of
as Senator Collins quite rightly said, a busyhformation at any time. Both during and out
time of the year for ATSIC in doing grants.of hours, | have had communication.
But they believed they could accommodate :
the appointment of the special auditor ”]SI;}Vn\?aslseeéls\/e;jilé%za)/lrt]hfeaghzswénﬁg\?g ﬁ?ﬁ
getting this material through. ATSIC is aVeNYeonversations at the weekend just to liaise,
good organisation. ) Senator Collins. You would not be aware of
Senator Bob Collins—They have been this, but | have a very good relationship,
very loyal to you, and | don’t know why.  despite the matters that you talk about. There
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT—Order, is constant liaison between my office and
Senator Collins! You had half an hour. ATSIC. So | am happy to confirm that state-
Senator HERRON—They have been, Imen]E 6;?0[;: it. Lt is ag mterestlng 5|trl]Jat|on. A
Senator Collins. | have learnt from ATSIC.Ot Of this has been eatelzj up by the opposi-
Not only an | a great admirer of Lois 1O ashyou caln Seg’ }I1\/Ia 3”? Deﬁuty Phre5|—
O'Donoghue, but | am a great admirer of Pafent: | have relayed the advice that | have
Turner, the chief executive officer, and Glerf€Ceived on every occasion. _
Rees, the deputy chief executive officer. They Senator Bob Collins—It is a pity you said

are outstanding people and the senior officers here that so many of them were ‘mischi-
of ATSIC— evous'. Maybe they are the ones you never

Senator Bob Collins—Then why didn't ad & cup of tea with.
you go and talk to them before you put the The DEPUTY PRESIDENT—Senator

special auditor in? Collins, please cease interjecting. You have
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT—Order. had half an hour to present your case.
Senator Collins! Senator Bob Collins—I did it well.

Senator HERRON—I meet regularly with  Senator HERRON—Madam Deputy
the senior officers of ATSIC. InterestinglyPresident, | think | have actually blown him
enough, | went across to have morning teaut of the water. Having said that, it is the
with the Registrar of Aboriginal Corporations.usual bluff and bluster on the part of the
| was informed there that | was the firstformer minister opposite. | remember past
minister ever to go across and meet the stdffeadlines attacking him, such as ‘Collins must
of the Registrar of Aboriginal Corporations.step down’, and an article which read:

One can do no more than accept the assurarhe Minister for Transport and Communications,
ces of officers. | have lost count of the numSenator Collins, should resign. If he does not take
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this honourable course, in light of the appallincthas had problems in coping with it. It is

mismanagement of the pay TV policy, the Primesnormously difficult for them to cope with the

Minister should sack him. amount of extra work that has been put on
Senator Bob Collins interjecting them. There have not been enough administra-

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT—Senator tive staff available, | presume, to get this
Collins, you have been interjecting constantlynaterial through in time. | think they should

. be absolved from that point of view. The
Senator HERRON—He is also on the eality is that it does take time. There has

record as having trouble with honesty i een no ill-intent. With the action that | have
politics. | think he is hardly the person Whotaken today. the funds will aet through
should be leading an attack on my credibility- Y, unds will g ugn.
| have made material available to the Senate Senator Bob Collins—The only reason it

almost on a daily basis. He is such a gredtappens is because you don’t know what you

shadow primary industries minister that he hagre doing.

asked one question about primary industries. senator HERRON—I believe, the attack
Senator O'Chee—How many? that Senator Collins has just made is totally

Senator HERRON—One question. The lastUnwarranted. The evidence given this after-
time | kept track of it | think he had asked 367N has completely refuted his base argu-
questions, but only one about primary indusMent.(Time expired)
try. | am not surprised, as a matter of fact, Senator FAULKNER (New South Wales—
because on 19 May 1993 the headline in theeader of the Opposition in the Senate) (4.09
paper was, ‘It's time for the minister to go’. p.m.)—Not only are we dealing with an open
The article read: and shut case of misleading the Senate, but
Its been a bad couple of weeks for the federave are dealing with a minister who is totally
communications minister, Senator Collins. In factput of his depth. Senator Herron is a minister
they have been so bad that he is unlikely ever twho has managed already, in under four
recover politically. months, to completely, unequivocally and
Well, he is in the opposition. If ever a head-comprehensively bungle everything that he
line were correct! That is why he should gohas done as the Minister for Aboriginal and

It reads: Torres Strait Islander Affairs.

The government’s handling of pay TV— This is a minister who is worthy of censure
Senator Bob Collins—How is this relevant in this chamber, because this is a minister

to the censure debate? who has misled the Senate. This is a minister

Senator HERRON—I think it points out who, in response to the question directed by

where Senator Collins is coming from. [K>enator Collins on 27 May 1996 on the
reads: CDEP program, said:

, ; Having said that, over a third of the funds—over
The government’s handling of pay TV has bee 39 y )
appaﬁing for quite some gtime,IO b)llJt it has now?300 million—that are spent by ATSIC go into
become farcical. CDERP. It is not the intention—nor do | believe this

. . . . will occur—that there will be any delay in the
I think Senator Collins’s handling of this hasexpenditure of those funds.

not been farcical, it has been enormouslyy .o are Senator Herron's words.

destructive to the Aboriginal communities that

are affected by it. It is of great concern to me Senator Herron—Correct.

that this has occurred in the manner in which Senator FAULKNER—He is still saying

it has, and that is my most serious concergorrect’. After all the evidence, he is still

about it. saying ‘correct’. This is the same minister
| have taken action, as you know becaus&ho, in answer to a very good question from

| announced it in the Senate this afternoon ifenator Crowley on 24 June about CDEP

question time, to make absolutely certain thdtinds, said:

the funds get through to the communitiesNone of those things have occurred as a result of
Delays have occurred. | respect that ATSIGhe appointment of the special auditor.
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We have a media release from ATSIC heatheir statement for you this afternoon. | can
office dated 26 June 1996 headed ‘Curremdo no more than that. That is why | have
position on special auditing’, which says: taken action.” And so on.

An ATSIC spokesman said today that "it is too The reality is, later in question time, Sena-
early to predict how many, if any, indigenoustor Herron was exposed for not correcting the
organisations will not be funded in good timeracord at the earliest possible opportunity.

because of the Special Audit processes. ATSIC faae A ;
giving priority to the examination of CDEP organi-§enator Herron had a choice: either he delib-

sations, but cannot rule out difficulties in a numbefrately or unwittingly misled the Senate—he
of projects. Within resource restraints, and with gould do either a _Senator Sh_ort or a Mr
period of three weeks to put together the Speciddowner. He could either come in—

Auditor’s information requirements for over 1600 ; ;
organisations, ATSIC is doing all it can to ensure Senator Bob Collins—A good comparison.

that funding to organisations is not unduly de- Senator FAULKNER—A good compari-
layed". son. He could come in as Senator Short did

Minister, you were questioned on this mattefnd say, ‘| misled the Senate’, with a whole
on a number of occasions in this chamber arl@t of other weasel words, but that was the
you either wittingly or unwittingly misled the point of it—1 misled the Senate’—or the

Senate. This press release goes on to sayalernative was, of course, a Mr Downer: try
the final paragraph: to pretend it didn’t happen, sleaze away from

The Special Audit process comes on top of end Cg try and get through the_ Iast question time
financial year transactions and the assessment Bgfore the end of the sittings—self-denial.
grant applications for the 1996-97 financial yearAnd what did you choose? Did you choose
As with many other agencies, this is the busieshe Senator Short misleading the Senate route
time for ATSIC Regional Offices. This year theor did you choose the Mr Downer misleading
situation has been exacerbated by the imposition ghe House of Representatives route? You
the Special Auditor processes. chose to use Mr Downer as your example of
Senator Bob Collins—Do you want to read ministerial probity and ministerial responsi-
that out again? bility. And you made a great mistake,
Senator FAULKNER—NOo, | don’t want Senator, in doing that. You should have come
to read it out again, because even Senatt}and informed this chamber when you found
Herron will probably get it on board at last.that you had misled us. You should have been
But this is the same minister who came intfionest enough, you should have been big
question time and did not offer up any excusenough, you should have accepted your
es. Oh, no—not at all. Actually, he was aske@eSponsibilities seriously enough to come into

a question by Senator Bob Collins, a membdhis place and do the right thing. But you
of the opposition. didn’t. You didn’t, and you were exposed by

| am aoina to quote directly from theaquestion from Senator Bob Collins in Senate
going to q Y guestion time today.

transcript of a recording of today’s question ,
time, Senator Herron. | will quote your words: And later in the day, Senator, when | asked
“Yesterday in the Senate | had rung ATSICYOU when in fact you were informed and what
and being in touch with them, and | assurei/@s the earliest opportunity you had to come
the Senate that that was the correct informdd and correct the record, what did you do?
tion. That was the information | was given,YOU wouldn't answer the question, because
Senator Collins. | could do no more tharthe only way you could try to correct the
report what | was told. | can do no more thaiecord was in answer to a question asked by
repeat what | was told by ATSIC and | got2 member of the opposition, Senator Bob
that assurance.’ You then went on to say, arfdollins, in Senate question time today when
| quote you directly from the transcript—andth's Senate had been sitting from 9.30 in the
| have listened to the tape: ‘This morningMorning until 1.55 this afternoon before
they communicated with me and said, Sen&tuestion time commenced at two o’clock.
tor, they were wrong yesterday and said they That is why | say, through you, Madam
were wrong yesterday. And so | corrected\cting Deputy President, that he took the
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Downer route. He wasn’t more honourable—&ew demands on his time, really so little to
bit more honourable like Senator Short whalo, that he is able to maintain a part-time
fouled his nest last week. He took the Downesurgery practise.

route. He tried to sleaze and slime his way ganator Bob Collins—He wanted to

out of the fact that he had misled the Senate, '

and you have been exposed for that today, Senator FAULKNER—He certainly
Senator Herron. wanted to. You would really think a minister

But let us move on to this minister's level N this situation would be able to conduct his
of competence, which | must say is not venyninisterial responS|b|I|t|(?s tooa very high
high. You are one of the most incompete%andard indeed, wouldn’t you? But of course
ministers this Commonwealth Parliament had1at has not been the case.
ever seen, Senator Herron. This is a minister Senator Herron has charged into his new
with one ministerial responsibility to handleportfolio responsibilities like the proverbial
in this chamber. He has a single portfolio tdull in the china shop. He has no knowledge
administer. He does not represent any othet all of the complexities of his portfolio, but
House of Representatives minister in thighat sometimes happens with new ministers.
chamber. Even Mr Howard is smart enoughVorse still, he has no awareness of his own
not to give you any more responsibilities thafignorance. He has no awareness of his own
the one you have in your own portfolio. Youignorance at all. In fact, | think he has shown
are the only minister in this chamber that doea consistent and complete lack of ability to
not have any representational responsibilitieseal with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island-
from the House of Representatives because people, and he has shown complete lack of
you would probably foul that up just as muchunderstanding of any of the protocols that are
as you have done with your portfolio. involved—qualities, | might say, that he

Senator Abetz—Could | take a point of personally asserts are essential for the chair of
order, Madam Acting Deputy President? | am\TSIC.

sure the Leader of the Opposition in the \yiin weeks, Senator Herron has estab-

Senate knows full well that he ought bgisheq g reputation for ignorance and incom-
directing his remarks through you and nobetence second to none—which is pretty

directing his remarks directly at the ministergigficylt considering the ministerial line-up in
He is being highly disorderly. here. When you think about it, | suppose a
The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT few of his ministerial colleagues in the Senate
(Senator Reynolds)—There is no point of do rival him, but he is probably top of the
order. pops.
Senator FAULKNER—Thank you, Madam Madam Acting Deputy President, let me

Acting Deputy Pre3|den§. This is a— . take you through some of the assessments of
Senator Abetz—Can | rise on another point yhis sathetic minister’s performance. TAge

of order? editorial of Wednesday, 26 June, headed
The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —  ‘Accident-prone minister—that couldn’t be

Senator AbetZ, | had not finished. Senator Herron could it?_says:

Senator Abetz—Sorry., I th.OUth Senator_ he Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Faulkner was commencing his remarks but, i§jander Affairs, Senator John Herron, is rapidly
you have not, | will resume my seat. acquiring the unenviable reputation of being one of

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT — the Howard Government’s most vulnerable targets.

- P ) “Government’s point of view in that it can ill-afford
o_rder, but | would direct the minister’s atten 1o be burdened by weak performers when it is

. . Otying to push legislation through a potentially

Faulkner to direct his remarks through theostile Senate. But Senator Herron’s deficiencies

chair. are even more regrettable from the Aboriginal and
Senator FAULKNER—Madam Acting national points of view.

Deputy President, this is a minister that has so .
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Given the troubled record of Aboriginal-white | et me guote what Noel Pearson is reported
relations in Australian history, it would seemMiq have said:

prudent of any government to consider for the

Aboriginal portfolio only those individuals pos- My advice to Senator Herron is that he ought to
sessed of sensitivity, tact and patience. On theonestly consider whether he can recover things
evidence of his first few months in office, Senatoand work with the indigenous leadership given his
Herron does not seem to be over-endowed with afisastrous performance to date or whether he ought
of these qualities. Neither, apparently, can he boagf change jobs, Mr Pearson told the National Press
of a nimble tongue and it is this shortcoming thaClub.

keeps landing him—and the Howard Government— ] ) )

in hot water. | do not think anyone can disagree with that.

| can only agree. Théustralianeditorial of ! &/SO want to speak in relation to Senator
19 June of this year, under the headin§i€rron’s parliamentary performance. What

‘Herron’s confusing Aboriginal policy’, says: about this abysmal performance in this cham-
ber by this minister? He has completely

This week, when he launched Dr Geoffrey. : , :
Partington’s book, Hasluck Versus Coombs: Whit nored his own leader's strictures about

Politics and Australia’s Aborigines, Senator HerrofParliamentary accountability and ministerial
added to the confusion by appearing to endorggbligations in question time. They have been
concepts of reconciliation while canvassing aspecignored by this minister. He has either failed
of the assimilation policies of the 1950s. to provide answers when questions have been
directed to him or has provided misleading

How on Earth are Australians expected to grasp tH1SWers to the Senate. This is the minister—

Government’s Aboriginal affairs policy from this . .
mix\{ure of Confusior;%l IS policy ' Senator Bob Collins—He is pretty good at

off-the-top-of-the-head abuse.
Senator Herron should not be casting hesitantly Senator FAULKNER —Off the top of the

about for answers on these issues. head, you say, Senator Collins. | recall that
In the Australianon 25 June, Laura Tingle, athis is the minister who, in bravado, said
very senior journalist, said: earlier in these particular sittings that he

The uncertainty over CDEP adds to the poofould not even think of reading answers to

impression being created by the Minister folduestions from his briefing notes. Do you
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander affairsremember that? He would not even think of

Senator Herron. it. | noticed that, for the last two days, he has

She asks: had his head down. He has not lifted his head
; ; o i . from the security blanket of the notes that

What exactly is going on in this portfolio? Don't .

ask Johxn ngr'ong_’ ng on in this p ! have been prepared for him. We have not had

That is something we can confirm. Do not as%nything that could be described as a remote-

John Herron if you want to get a sensible ” acs??ﬁgegrﬁswgg%vfer?meslggﬁtt\% 'gg"so_n'wﬁth
straightforward, non-misleading answer. ’% Y

W ; .his head down, going through his briefing
fﬁggﬁ:ggﬁr/‘sfa;ggmﬁhls_someth|ng | saw i otes—were a little more cogent than they

. i had been previously.
Senator Hill—Cairns Post

Senator FAULKNER—Yes. the Cairns Of course, | am not surprised at this be-

; _cause he, himself, quite clearly, is a broken
Post As | was thumbing through the papers man. | mean, he is absolutely shaken by the

Senator Hill—'As | was thumbing through , jic criticism of what can only be described

the papers.’ ~ as adismal ministerial performance. | appreci-
Senator FAULKNER—I have more time ate the fact that he has got the head-down
on my hands now. It says: approach to adding verbatim answers now in

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Minister Johnf€lation to questions in question time.

Herron should seriously consider resigning from his . .

portfolio, retiring Cape York Land Council Director  In front of the Senate Finance and Public
Noel Pearson said yesterday. Administration Legislation Committee last
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Friday, Senator Herron again revealed a greatl Senator Herron from obscurity? Who drag-
deal about his appalling level of understandged Senator Herron onto the front bench of
ing of his own important portfolio. He wasthis coalition government? Who thrust this
revealed, in an article in th&ustralianon 25 man bewildered into the theatre of the ab-
June under the headline ‘Herron paints aurd—the coalition front bench in the Senate?
picture of ministerial ineptitude’, as a ministetWho dragged this man into this role?

who is not aware of his statutory obligations . . .
under the Human Rights and Equal Oppor- I will tell you who did. It was the Prime

r-.
tunity Commission Act, which he has breac Minister (Mr Howard). He must wear some of

ed. He regards those sorts of obligations 43¢ responsibility. It is the Prime Minister
details. He justified major changes to ATSICVN0 has demonstrated, in relation to Senator
on the basis of community concerns aboJf€fon’s ministerial career, such poor judg-
Aboriginal funding and gave as an exampl&€nt. Itis not the Prime Minister, it is regret-
of that concern remarks of political candidatefP!Y the Australian community and particu-
such as the member for Oxley, Ms Paulin rly the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Hanson. He described the preferred qualific2€0PI€ Who are wearing the consequences of
tion for the chair of ATSIC as including ‘an YOUr incompetence. | say that ineptitude of

ability to mix with foreign dignitaries and (N€ magnitude demonstrated by this minister

understand the protocols required on thoég absolutely unacceptable. As a minimum,
occasions’. enator Herron, you deserve to be censured

o ) ) . by this Senate for your miserable performance
On top of his inept handling of his portfolio a5 Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait

and his alienation of most of his constituencysjander Affairs over the 3% months since you
came his outrageous and offensive remarkgere given your commission.

directed at Senator Collins during question ) o

time last week. Whatever the motivation for Senator HILL (South Australia—Minister
those words, Senator Herron stands coifor the Environment) (4.36 p.m.)—I wish to
demned for them. Let me remind the Senateriefly participate in this censure debate.

what this minister said during question timeThere is a lesson you soon learn in this
last week. He stated: place—that is, if you see weakness in your

Why is Senator Collins so aggressive and sgwn argument you shout in an effort to
abusive in his behaviour? camouflage that weakness. | regret to say that
Senator Faulkner reverted to that style to-

T ce T day—that is, attempting to impress with his

Why does he bash his wife at night, Mr Presidentargument, not through logic or merit but
Why does he do these things, Mr President? father through a constant haranguing and
geg?a itis a pure example of his behaviour in thigpieking exercise. This is not all that surpris-
gard. ing. On the last day of the session an opposi-

Whatever the motivation for those wordstion always searches for a window of oppor-
whatever the muddled intent was behind thosgnity.

words, as the Leader of the Opposition, Mr
Beazley, said, Senator Herron was revealed asSenator Carr—Is that your style.

little a man—a minister who has as little Senator HILL —We did it too. | confess.

control over his mouth as he does over Nigq, search to end on a high. The best high
own portfolio and ministerial responsibilities.iat an opposition ever gets is the opportunity
We have a minister in this chamber whdor a censure. | understand that. You could
has shown consistent incompetence arthve had an MPI. You could have gone one
consistent ineptitude. We have a minister whetep further and brought on an urgency
has misled the Senate. We have a ministenotion. | think there is room for legitimate
who is just not up to the job. Who is to blameand urgent debate on aspects of Aboriginal
for this state of affairs? Many would say it isaffairs policy and practice. There is no doubt
Senator Herron completely. | say that that isbout that. Instead you decided to go one step
a reasonable enough analysis. But who dragfisrther and try to bring home the bacon in
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one day—that is, through attempting tahe fact that there were widespread allegations
censure Senator Herron. that the money was not reaching those who

The point is that the new government idVereé most in need, that the money was not
trying to do things differently in this portfolio. &chieving the outcomes that were required in
The new government is not prepared to starfgflth, education, social security, housing and
a record that it has inherited. After 13 year§© forth. Not surprisingly!
of Labor there can be no doubt, by any Senator Herron is not only accountable to
objective observer, that Labor failed appalthe taxpayers at large for the expenditure of
lingly in relation to the administration of that money but he is also accountable for
Aboriginal affairs. You only need to look atproducing a better outcome than that which
areas of Aboriginal housing, employmentwas achieved by his predecessors. That is not
health and education. Whatever index yoan easy task for a new minister in this port-
seek to apply, after 13 years of Labor adminfolio. It is particularly complicated in a
istration in this area you can only come to thaituation where you have an intervening body
conclusion of failure. The statistics are appalwith responsibilities such as ATSIC. It is not
ling. a portfolio such as most of us have where we

| hesitate to refer to them because they aft@ve the direct link of expenditure responsi-
well known. The public understands “thllity. The position in which Senator Herron
existence of these problems. What the publi@und himself is one of extreme difficulty.
cannot understand is why Labor, having Against that background, the Labor Party
administered this portfolio for so many yearscomes in here today and attempts, firstly, to
did nothing about it. There are 120 remotgensure him for stating—to paraphrase it in
communities without adequate water suppliesny terms—over the last few days his belief
134 communities without appropriate sewagas to why problems were occurring. On
disposal systems, 250 communities with nMonday, the problems were put to us in a
electricity, and two out of every five Aborigi- question from Senator Crowley. There were
nal males can expect to live beyond their 65throblems at Fitzroy Crossing in relation to
birthday compared with three out of four non-CDEP and allegations were made by Senator
Aboriginal males. There is a prevalence o€rowley in that instance in relation to the
diabetes, high levels of infant mortality, andunding of sewerage systems and water
sickness in Aboriginal children linked to poorsupply, and so forth.
housing conditions and inadequate health care.r,o following day there were some other

One can go on. allegations made, but they do not seem to
This is the legacy that this minister inherit-have taken the matter much further. On

ed yet, after three months, this alternativgvednesday, Senator Bob Collins was a little

government—the Labor Party—has the nervisit more specific when he referred to difficul-

to censure the minister for claimed failureties that were being experienced by the

What a nerve! Certainly, it has the right toJunjuwa community.

debate Aboriginal affairs policy, but to have Senator Bob Collins—He said again today

the gall to come in here after just thre :
months and condemn Senator Herron asqgat he stood by what he said.

failed minister demonstrates a cheek beyond Senator HILL —Why don’t you listen for
comparison. a change?

Senator Herron inherited a very difficult Senator Bob Collins—That they are in
situation. He inherited an outcomes situatioferious breach. They’re not.

that was unsatisfactory by anyone’s assess-senator Herron—I did not say that.

ment, but he also had the difficult challenge . L
of addressing why the outcome has been soSenator Bob Collins—It is in the Hansard

poor when a lot of taxpayers’ money has been Senator HILL —I have theHansard | will
put into the portfolio over a long period oftake you through it, Senator. What | am trying
time. Senator Herron very quickly picked upo explain to you is that what Senator Herron
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said was that he believed, on the best infotrouble he gets condemned by the Labor
mation that he had, that these particulaParty.

problems were not related to the appointment The |abor Party was never interested in

of the special— accountability, and it was never particularly
Senator Bob Collins—You have the wrong interested in whether money and services got
section of theHansard to those most in need. If they had been

interested, their record would have been a lot
better. We would not have these appalling
gtatistics in relation to Aboriginal health,

education, social security, housing and so on.
What comes out of Senator Herron’s answers

Senator HILL —I asked you an hour ago
which part of theHansardyou were using to
base this charge on and you said you didn
know. Somebody drafted you motion for you

Senator Bob Collins—I have it here. is his real efforts to ensure that the appoint-

Senator HILL —Tell me where. Which ment of a spec!al auditor did not result in the
question, which answer? innocent suffering.

Senator Bob Collins—I'll find it. Senator Bob Collins—Ha, ha!

Senator HILL —You may scoff, but just
Jollow the steps. The first appointment and
otification to ATSIC was back on 10 April.

Senator HILL —You don’t know, do you?
Once upon a time, in my earlier life, | had th

job of drawing charges like this and one thin h d that thi
| learnt very quickly is the need to be precise, ' €N CONCEMS WETE EXpPressed that this may

If you are going to make allegations abourave the unintended consequence of stopping

s o ..ofunding for those to whom funding should
somebody, it is your obligation to be premsegbviously flow, Senator Herron put in place

Senator Collins does not worry about that; ” ; |
Coming back to the case that | am putting t ansitional arrangements which were designed
0 ensure there would not be any delay in

rebut you, Senator Collins— . e :
funding to organisations where there is no
The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT  preach of grant requirement—and that, as |

(Senator Reynolds)—Minister, before you ynderstand it, was this three weeks require-
continue, would you mind addressing youment.

remarks through the chair. When it comes to his attention that there
Senator HILL —Madam Deputy President, still might be difficulties notwithstanding the
what | am saying is that Senator Herron wagansitional arrangements he put in place—and
advising the Senate that he believed that, if is not surprising there are difficulties in this
these problems were existing, they were netgard, because we are talking about some
as a result of his appointment of a special,600 different organisations that are receiving
auditor. He went through the series of stepinding—he furthermore comes into the
that he had taken since the first appointmer8enate today and makes reference to the
to ensure, firstly, that those who were not inransitional arrangements that were put in
default did not suffer and, secondly anglace and says he intends to go yet one step
perhaps even more importantly, that if ther@urther by issuing a direction that the three-
was default, individuals who were innocentveek delay will not apply after 1 October and
did not suffer as a result of that as well. Whathat the effect of this will be to allow on
more could be expected of him? lodgement of a grant application with the

The minister is responsible for accountabiliSPecial auditor funding to be provided im-
ty to the taxpayer and to the Aborigina|r_ned|ately to that organisation with the condi-
community, and has a responsibility to use hidon that that organisation is not in serious
best endeavours to ensure that the fundirfjeach. We are talking about 1,600 organisa-
gets to those most in need. He seeks to d&ns.
that by the appointment of a special auditor What more can be expected of the minister
so that he knows what is going on and caim these circumstances? He is seeking to meet
get to the bottom of the problem of moneyhis responsibility to taxpayers at large to
not reaching those most in need—and for hisnsure the money is properly appropriated. He
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is seeking to meet his responsibility to the Senator HILL —Listen, | have drafted
Aboriginal constituency to ensure that thoselenty of these things, Senator Collins. If you
to whom the benefits should apply do in facare serious about censuring, you do not
get the benefits. He appoints a special auditonuddle it up with a series of calls upon the
to assist him with that task, as is his righminister.

and, as some might say, his responsibility in

the cireumstances before him. Senator Bob Collins—I don’'t think he

should resign.

He also puts in place processes to ensure

that this works in a way that does not disad- Sll(ierz]sag)cgeil ht@:iﬁﬁns%ﬁgfgdﬁgﬁﬁiﬁgﬂj

vantage the innocent. When questioned aboﬁf;i n. There should be no question about
whether those processes might be furth gn. q

; : s enator Herron not resigning. He probably
improved, he puts in place new transltlonaI L A !
provisions to further improve the situation as the hardest ministry of all. He has inherit-

and, when that is questioned, he improvedd @ Situation of abject failure. He is using his
them yet again with another direction tomtelhgence and sensitivity in putting in a

ensure that the innocent do not suffer. Angr€at deal of effort to fix up these problems
what does he get for his trouble? He get abor has left him. The ultimate result will be

iwuch better accountability to the taxpayers

Senator Collins marching in here toda ) X
seeking to censure him! What a hopele or the expenditure of this money and a much

S ; ‘s tter chance that the money being expended
situation. As | said, not surprisingly, on the e e

last day of sitting the opposition looks tOWI” reach those for whom it is intended.
make some mischief, and in this instance it is Senator Bob Collins—Are you going to
aimed at Senator Herron. read theHansard | found it for you.

The charge made out by Senator Collins is Senator HILL —Senator Collins, you may
a confused allegation. Not only does Senatefot be interested, but the bottom line of what
Collins seek to make as the basis of hiSenator Herron is seeking to do within his
motion of censure that Senator Herron said hedministration is improve Aboriginal housing
believed that any failure in the funds reachingnd education and provide a circumstance
the ultimate recipient had nothing to do withwhere Aboriginal Australians can get jobs like
his appointment of a special auditor—clearlypthers. This is what it is all about.
it is not in the circumstances of the answers .
that have been given by Senator Herron over H€ ought to be given some encouragement,
a period of days—but he further seeks t§OMe support and a fair go in this difficult

censure the minister for what he regards %Jission; rather than come in here day after
other areas of failure in the administration ofi@ 0 be undermined by an opposition that
the portfolio. Is simply interested in destroying a minister

and is not interested in Aboriginal housing,
In other words, Senator Collins says that &boriginal education, Aboriginal welfare and
special auditor should not have been appoin&boriginal jobs.

ed. If a special auditor was to be appointed, L
firstly, a period of consultation should have The Senate ought to be giving some encour-

taken place. He goes one step further in tHeg€ment and support to this minister, who is
second point, and that can be debated. Whetf-2 very difficult portfolio. The Senate ought
er processes have been the most effecti écognise the problem that the minister has

processes to achieve certain outcomes is tREO"e him which he has inherited from Labor
normal subject for an MPI or an urgency?d récognise that it is going to be a problem
motion. Thirdly, his motion calls upon the difficult to overcome, nevertheless recognising

minister to do certain things. You do not dgnat in the interest of all Australians—
that in a censure motion. You are eithefooriginal or non-Aboriginal—it is a problem
serious about the censure— hat must be overcome. |, for one, Senator

Herron, commend you for the job that you are
Senator Bob Collins—Oh, come on! doing.
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Senator BOSWELL (Queensland—Leader | will not read this extensive list of Labor
of the National Party of Australia in the government and Labor Party failures. | would
Senate) (4.53 p.m.)—I have been in thigppreciate it if Senator Bob Collins could
parliament for nearly 14 years and from timdisten to this. There are at least two pages
to time | have seen some censure motiorsting the Labor Party’s failures in adminis-
moved. Some have had some credibility; itrating Aboriginal affairs over the last 13
fact, | was successful in moving one againstears. Halfway through the period of Labor
a former minister in relation to funds thatgovernment there was an attempt by the
were going out the back door. Let me addlabor Party to put in the portfolio a commis-
that he was not the recipient of those fundssion that would allow self-determination. That
was subjected to a lot of debate. After the
legislation had been debated and passed by
the Senate, ATSIC was set up and the Abo-

Senator BOSWELL—He went out the riginal community was given a commission
back door on another matter. | have nevehat would allow it self-determination.
seen a more pathetic attempt to move a
censure motion than this one.

Senator O’'Chee—He soon went out the
back door.

But it also required a ministerial overview.
The minister has to administer a billion

Senator Bob Collins—You wouldn’t dollars worth of taxpayers’ money. He has
understand the first thing about this issue. tried to provide accountability for that money.

Senator BOSWELL—I understand fully On 10 April the minister appointed KPMG to

this issue. | was at the Senate committe%erform an audit. Senator Bob Collins has

hearing the other day when you were thergid that the appointment of KPMG has
You made a faux par, which 1 will refer to. Slowed down the provision of services and

_ . money to the Aboriginal community.
Senator Bob Collins—Did you hear the

evidence? The minister has been charged with,

] amongst other things, misleading the parlia-
Senator BOSWELL—I heard the evidence; ment. That charge falls to the ground because

I sat through the evidence. | have come to thgat charge is untrue. The minister came into
inescapable conclusion that this motion ighe parliament today and said:

degrading the me_aning and the currency Of(iesterday senators will recall, | gave an undertak-
Cenhs'uref motlohn In_any f?rm.bl h_aye lheaar g that there would not be undue delays to the
nothing from the Minister for Aboriginal and f,nding of organisations through the special auditor.

Torres Strait Islander Affairs (Senator Herrongenators will recall that | explained the transitional
other than for him to praise highly ATSIC arrangements put in place to ensure all organisa-
and, even in private conversations, to praigéns, other than those in serious breach of grant

the chairman of ATSIC, Ms Lois O’'Donog- conditions, will receive funding up to a maximum
hue. g of $300,000 for the first three months of the next

financial year. The process involves ATSIC region-

| think everyone will concede that this is angl offices lodging applications with the special
extremely difficult portfolio. Senator Herron uditor, and after three weeks funding the organisa-
came into this portfolio and was faced wit tions concerned for three months. This process was

. g 0 begin from 4 June.

the situation where a lot of funds were no
going to the people who required them. Ther@&hat is what the minister said yesterday. You
was a whole list of things where benefits wergvould agree with that, Senator Collins.
not flowing down to the people those benefits s
were supposed to flow to. That was the dif
ficulty he had to face when he came into thi
portfolio, which has $1 billion of expenditure
to Aboriginal communities. He then had to Senator BOSWELL—The reason he had
get on top of this portfolio and make sure thato amend his ministerial direction from that
everyone who was in need of services undevhich | just quoted was that he received
his portfolio received those services. advice this morning—I do not know what

- Senator Bob Collins—If there was nothing
wrong, why did he have to amend his
Thinisterial direction today?
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time this morning—that the earlier advice hadions, but you cannot substantiate the charge
been wrong. that Senator Herron misled the parliament. He

the responsibility. That is what you used téxccuse him of not coming in here once he had
tell me. received the new advice—he might have

Senator BOSWELL—A minister can only received that advice at noon or it might have

act on the advice that his department givebeen at 10 a.m—but the real issue is that he

; did not mislead the parliament. He gave a
him. You would understand that, Senatop, octeq answer today at question time.
Collins. It is the only way that a minister can

act. The minister has a department. and tSenator Collins, | could read out a list of
g’ P ' adlines—I have them here in front of me—
advice from that department was as | rea

X . ferring to the incorrect way in which you
out. There was no misleading of the Senatehandled the portfolios of primary industry and

When the minister was advised this morntransport—
ing that the earlier advice was not correct he : .
came in today to clarify the situation. Thedeszr:?r;%rn?:?aaﬁ"mS_Oh’ it was all the
first question on the list for question time was P '
to be from Senator Abetz. Senator Abetz was Senator BOSWELL—I do not know
going to ask a question similar to yourSyVhose fault it was but | do not believe that
Senator Collins. In answering your questior@nyone could be so incapable as to make all

the minister set out the new advice to théhe mistakes that the press attribute to you.
par”ament_ He said: Don’t you come In here giving Senator

In discussions with ATSIC this morning, | haveFaUIkner a heap of headlin_es to. _read out
been informed that some ATSIC regional officeg?@cause for every headline discrediting Sena-
have been unable to complete preparation of graf@r Herron | could read 10 that discredit you.
applications and are still in the process of lodging/our ministerial performance, apart from your
them with the special auditor. huff and puff and bluff, has not been a par-
This is the punch line: ticularly good one over the last seven or eight
To ensure that there is no delay, | will issue ¥€ars that you were minister responsible for
direction that the three- week delay will not apply2 humber of portfolios.

until after 1 October. Senator Bob Collins—You used to say that
That is what the minister said; that was his was terrific.

advice. How could this Senate accuse Senatorgenator BOSWELL—Senator Collins, you

Herron of misleading the parliament? He didye fy|| of huff and puff. If you ever sat down
not mislead parliament. and analysed what you have said, you would
Senator Herron received certain advicéind that you have said very little. You say it
yesterday and he put that advice to the Sewvith authority, you say it with conviction but
ate. When he was advised that the earliehere is nothing in it. If there is any justice in
advice was incorrect, he came back anthis parliament, this censure motion will fail.
notified the Senate of the change. The first will fail because it is clear that Senator
question on the list today was to come fronHerron has not misled the parliament, no

Senator Abetz. As | said, he was going to askatter what headline you read out.

a question similar to yours, Senator Collins. genator Bob Collins—He has

Senator Herron was going to respond by | .
reading out the answer that he instead gave foS€nator BOSWELL—He has not misled
you. A charge of misleading the parliament i€h€ parliament.

incorrect and cannot be substantiated. This isSenator Bob Collins—Why did he have to
just an attack on Senator Herron in his vergmend his direction?

difficult portfolio. Senator BOSWELL—Senator Herron has

You can make any criticism of Senatorcome into a very difficult portfolio. It is a
Herron that you like, you can read out anyortfolio responsible for the allocation of $1
headline, you can go through all those mobillion worth of taxpayers’ funds. He is
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responsible for seeing that those funds get t©ollins, not a day later, came in here and
the people who deserve them, the most needyade a comment and an accusation against

people in the community, the most— me—he has apologised for it, and | thank him
Senator Kerot—The special direction for that—that was equally degrading and
made it difficult for that to happen. obnoxious. So Senator Collins should not tell

Senator Faulkner what to say.
Senator BOSWELL—You could argue

that, Senator Kernot—the result of this cen- Senator Bob Collins—Just because you
sure motion will probably depend on thecompared ATSIC with the Wool Corporation.
Australian Democrats—that is a criticism that ganator BOSWELL—Your odious com-
you could make. | would not make it, but yo{‘#)arison was that | had compared Aboriginals
might. Nevertheless, you cannot jump frony i sheep. That was your comparison, not
that to saying that Senator Herron misled thg ine “and it was an odious one '
parliament. That would be totally unfair, an ' '

| have never regarded you as an unfair per- Senator Bob Collins—It was very naughty.

son. ) o ) Senator BOSWELL—You apologised for

| believe that you will judge this censurejt. Then Senator Faulkner came in here and
motion fairly; that you will analyse it. When accused Senator Herron of putting a provision
you vote on this motion—this applies to thein ATSIC that meant that a commissioner had
Greens senators, too—you will have to deteto have the ability to mix with foreign digni-
mine whether Senator Herron has misled thgries, as well as some other odd things. It
parliament, not whether he has made thinggas not Senator Herron who set those proto-
more difficult. We are not judging the way incols up in ATSIC; that was what ATSIC
which he has handled the portfolio. wanted. Senator Faulkner came in here and

Senator Kernot—There are three otheraCCUSEd Senator Herron of putting in those
things in the motion. protocols about the commissioner of ATSIC.
So he has got it wrong again and again and

Senator Bob Collins—He does not want to again.

talk about them.

Senator BOSWELL—You have gone I think we have more to do in the Senate

down on the first point for a start. You haveth@n t© go through the motions of carrying

failed. As Senator Hill said, we are facing thUt @ censure motion that has absolutely no
last day of the parliament and you have gon%epth’ no honesty and no integrity. Senator
for an opportunistic censure motion. erron is doing his job, and he is doing it
] ) ] well. He is going to make sure that the billion
After 14 years in this parliament, | havedollars that is given to ATSIC gets through to

seen censure motions come and go. All yoghe people who need it, and he is doing that
have done today is degrade the currency oftfe best way that he can.

censure motion in this place. | do not believe

that the censure motion will stand up. Senator Senator CHRIS EVANS (Western Austral-
Herron is doing a job in a difficult portfolio 1a) (5.10 p.m.)—I wish to speak in support of
and he is not being assisted by you, Senat&enator Collins’s censure motion, but | will

Collins. You are getting assistance under the relatively brief. It is important that |
counter. attempt to bring the debate back to the actual

. contents of the motion. Those who have been
Sen;;ltor Bob Collins—What does that |igtening to the contributions of Senator Hill
mean: and Senator Boswell might be confused as to
Senator BOSWELL—I will explain it to what it is we are actually talking about. It is
you later. | just want to pick up one moreimportant that | direct the debate to the main
point. Senator Faulkner came in here anpart of Senator Bob Collins’s motion, which
made a reference to a comment that Senatstates that we should censure the Minister for
Herron had made, saying that it was a disAboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs,
gusting and incompetent comment. Senat@enator Herron, for:
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. . . misleading the Senate when he said in questiapas going to be assured for the next three
time that problems being experienced by Aboriginanonths. | am grateful for that and welcome fit,

communities in ensuring continuity of funding for ;
Community Development Employment Projectsb.ecause people were in real need and at real

programs and essential services "had nothing to t?k becausc—;‘ of_h?s actions. The Kimberley
with the appointment of the Special Auditor". . . Land Council said:

The key issue in this debate today is th&he special ATSIC auditing process instigated by
impact of the special auditor. Senator Herrothe minister is having a disastrous effect on the

has maintained all week that his Specie{éves of Aboriginal people. Aboriginal work-for-the-

; it .~pole schemes have been suspended. Water and
auditor and the activities of that specia ewerage systems will soon fail due to lack of

audltor.have not Impacte.d. on the ability O1?noney to buy fuel and communities may soon be
people in remote communities in my state angithout money to maintain infrastructure and to run

other states to access CDEP grants and maifinics and schools. This process is causing fear
tain their employment, and sewerage ananhd uncertainty amongst Aboriginal people. It is

water systems. All week, Senator Collins angestabilising communities and distracting people
other Labor senators have been asking quefﬁg‘ri gﬂaf‘ggggf‘e "l‘ﬂ'sc2u‘t‘rggggﬂgnte%ttgﬁygggtsvﬁg
tlpns of Senator Herron_about this issue. W ises legitimate concerns about what the minister
did so because we received calls from peop|§ qoing in Aboriginal affairs is dismissed as a

in those communities who said, ‘Our fundingroublemaker.

is about to be cut off as a result of the activi- . .
ties of the special auditor.’ There we have Aboriginal communities

expressing their concern about what was been

fSo we _pressebd Stetﬂatqr Herr(I)_in ona r;u_mb Ecurring. But, if you believe the minister,
ofoccasions about that ISSUE. e maintainege,, \yoyld think it was only troublemakers

in a confused and befuddled state, that in fagi s senator Collins, myself and the other
it ‘nad nothing to do with the appointment of) »,, senators who were concerned.

a special auditor’. He maintained that but he

went further, and this is what | found most Until today, there was no problem. But
reprehensible. He then sought to attack th®day Senator Herron came in here and had
people asking the questions. Senator Herrao deal with the accusations that he has been
attacked Senator Collins and he attacked thmaking. We have raised these issues because
communities which had raised those coref the real concern the communities have
cerns—those legitimate concerns that hawsbout the impact of his decision to rush into
now been proven to be correct. appointing a special auditor—because of his

In a humiliating capitulation, Senatorideological drive about accountability.

Herron had to come in here today and say The minister stumbled again and, quite

that he had taken actions to rectify the impachankIy, he is dangerous. We used to think he

of the special auditor's activities on they ¢ just a bit of a figure of fun, but he is
communities in the Kimberleys and other i

. .~ 'dangerous because he is causing real harm to
parts of remote Australia. People were bein eople. The most serious charge laid in the
sacked or their employment was being threaf-

hei d otion today is that he should be censured.
ened, and their access to water and seweraggnator Herron should be censured as a result

services was at risk. of the answers that he has given this week to
I have here a press release issued by theseries of opposition questions regarding the
Kimberley Land Council today. It was obvi- CDEP programs and the Aboriginal commun-
ously issued prior to Senator Herron's anity’s concerns. We were dismissed and ridi-
nouncement, but it is important that what itculed for raising those questions. On 24 June,
says goes on the record because it shows tBenator Herron said:
level of concern that e_xists in the Kim_b(.arley, one of those things have occurred as a result of
anq Western Australia about the minister e appointment of the special auditor . . . They are
actions. | have not seen the details of whafe resylt of actions and a lot of misinterpretation
Senator Herron announced in his capitulatiopf material which occurred as a result of the
today, but it sounded very much like fundingorevious budget.
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He even tried to blame the previous governfhey did not say, ‘Oh, the special audit
ment and the previous budget for his probprocesses aren’t having an impact.” They did
lems. On 25 June, in reply to another quesiot say, ‘It's the fault of the previous govern-
tion, he went on to accuse Senator Bolment.” They did not say, ‘It's lies and
Collins: misinformation.” And they did not say, ‘It was
You have been guilty of spreading misinformatiorft S€nator Collins’s plot.” What they said was

and fear through Aboriginal communities. You havéhat it is too early to predict how many
been guilty of creating alarm in CDEP recipientsorganisations will suffer.

In other words, the only organisations in Senator Herron—If any.

danger of funding being frozen are those with sapnator CHRIS EVANS—If any—I
serious existing problems of accountabilityconcede. But as you know, Senator, one
We will come back to that quote later in Mycommunity in my ‘state has already been
contribution. What did he do? He attacked thgeriously affected. Two hundred and ten
man, not the ball, again. When he is undeseqpie were laid off the other day as a result
pressure, when he is wounded, he attaclgs responding to what your special auditor
Senator Collins or attacks Aboriginal commuyas required to do. These allegedly are the
nities because he is not up to the job. people that were misinformed, but the
You are wounded because of your owrminister's position that it was not as a result
inability to deal with the job. What you saidof the appointment of the special auditor is
in answer to those questions was clearlglearly wrong. You said it was not as a result
wrong. You have at least now come into th@®f the appointment of the special auditor.
chamber—and, as Senator Faulkner sai@TSIC says it is, the community says it is,
‘used the Downer defence'—and admitted th&and we said it was.
you were wrong, because you have now takenTogay, finally, you come in and admit that
action to fix the problem that you said did notoy misled the Senate. You might have used
exist. You said it did not exist. You said itihe weasel words, but everyone knows that
was misinformation and fearmongering. If thag,ou had to admit that you had misled the
was the case, why did you have to fix itSenate. What really gets up my nose, Senator
today? If you were right earlier in the weekgpout the way you have handled this is not
why did you have to fix it today? You had toyour denials of the accusations, nor the way
fix it because you misled the Senate. Yoyoy chose to capitulate, but it is the way that

were wrong, wrong, wrong. You misled theyoy attacked the persons who were raising the
Senate, and today you had to come in—slidgge.

in here—and fix up your mistake: not the .

mistake of the Aboriginal organisations who Senator Bob Collins—Shot the messenger.
you tried to lay the blame on, not the mistake Senator CHRIS EVANS—Shot the
of Senator Collins, but your mistake. messengers. Quite frankly, 1 am not too

Finally, the reason why the minister wagoncerned about Senator Collins. From my
forced to come in here today was that he wa&XPerience, he can handle himself quite
totally undermined by ATSIC. ATSIC put out 2dequately. He was not at all threatened by
a press release this morning which laid o onf_rkattack, l?]ecause h?k_knew hebwa.s'rlglht.
the truth of the matter, although, to be fair to-"" f y?f“’ gbwas tadlng to Aboriginal
them, they did their best to protect Senato‘?eoﬁ’]e affected by your decisions. He was in
Herron. ATSIC actually had to deal with thel0UCh. I am not so concerned about Senator
concerns that were coming from their conCollins, although that infamous outburst of
stituent communities. In that media releas¥urs was particularly unfortunate.
dated 26 June, the ATSIC spokesperson saidWhat | am concerned about is the impact
today: that you had on Aboriginal communities and
It is too early to predict how many, if any, indigen-AP0riginal people. You have now had to
ous organisations will not be funded in good timeddmit that what they were saying was correct,
because of the special audit processes. that you were wrong. Your insensitivity to
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Aboriginal people and their community’ssome parliamentarians, | do not spend all my
concerns in the last week damns you, in mfime in Broome.
view—damns you as totally inappropriate 0 genator Herron—I was there the week
hold your ministerial position. It really makes

(“M=>hefore last.
me wonder what the future of Aboriginal
people in this country is going to be if they Senator CHRIS EVANS—I am glad you
have to rely on you to argue their case ifre getting around, Senator. The more cups of
cabinet. That is of real concern to us, and fea you have with Aboriginal people, the
think it is something that John Howard reallymore you will learn, | am sure. We appreciate
has to address. that, and it is a very important part of your

job. | am the first to concede it, and | am the

I was going to spend some time discussingis; 1o concede that it is a very important job.

some of the accountability issues, but | am faf i 5 very demanding job, and that is why
more concerned, given the comprehensivg,, will not find me abusing lan Viner or
nature of the contributions of Senator Colling g Chaney for their performance in the

and Senator Faulkner, to concentrate on tho ®rtfolio, and why you will regret making
aspects of the debate that have centred on {§g,nq claims about how you are going to fix
attack on Aboriginal communities in Westerry| the Aboriginal health problems, because a
Australia. | know Senator Kernot is anxiougot of very good people have tried to tackle
to speak and | will try and limit my remarks, yhese issues, Senator Herron. | think you have
Senator Kernot, but | do think it is important,54e a very unfortunate rod for your own
that I cover some of this ground. back in your early comments in this portfolio.
One of the items in the censure motiorfhe people | have spoken to have no idea
moved by Senator Collins calls on thevhat the minister is talking about in relation
minister to unconditionally withdraw his to the Junjuwa being in breach. They say that
unfounded imputations against those commdihey have spoken to Herron’s office—
gities:[Wg incltjdeg.tl?at in the CenSli)re rtnO'f[ioln Senator Bob Collins—Senator Herron.
espite Senator Hill's concerns about style
and form because it is a very important issue, S€nator CHRIS EVANS—Sorry, Senator
People do not like being attacked by theifi€fon—and no mention has been made to
own minister especially when he does noihem of their organisation being in breach or
know what he is doing. To lash out becausgomehow being under some sort of accusation
you are injured and because you are und@f iImproper conduct. That has not been
pressure, by attacking the Aboriginal commuéntioned to Junjuwa officers, according to
nities who actually have the audacity to rais§Y information. In fact, | have been told that
their concerns, is one of the lowest things th# 151C officers recently released $160,000 to
| have seen in this parliament, and it does yogtnuwa in moneys owed for this financial
no credit at all. Senator Herron. year. So there is no sign, from my informa-
7 _ tion, that this organisation that has been
| want to indicate, firstly, that | have beencharacterised so unfairly by Senator Herron is
trying to have some contact with the Aborigi-in the sort of state that you would think it
nal_communltles in the Kimberley to ascertaifas, given his comments. | just want to put
their views aboqt these matters. | _have hagh the record what those comments are
some contact with people in the Kimberleyhecause | think that part of the coalition’s
region and | have been trying to get as muchefence today is to attempt to ease Senator

information together as | can. Herron away from those accusations that he
Senator Herron—When were you there Made.
last? Senator Bob Collins—Senator Hill said he

Senator CHRIS EVANS—I have not been Never said it
there this year, Senator. | am due to go thereSenator CHRIS EVANS—Senator Hill
during the parliamentary break. It is a vensaid he did not say it. | am not sure what
beautiful part of Western Australia. UnlikeSenator Boswell’'s point was, but it was
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certainly around the issue somewhere. But arontribution and those contributions of Sena-
26 June, on Wednesday this week, in reply ttor Hill and Senator Boswell, that that record
a question from Senator Collins about thés set straight. | have had a chance to make
Junjuwa community and their concerns abouwinly some preliminary investigations but if
the appointment of the special auditor, Sengrour comments about Junjuwa cannot be
tor Herron said—as page 2249 of tHansard supported—if, in fact, there are no serious
will show: breaches held against Junjuwa’s operations—I
I would like to repeat, as | have done almost everyould expect a full apology from you prior to
day for the past ¥ve<3k, thalt orgﬁnisations wilthe Senate’s rising tonight.
continue to receive funding unless there is a serious | you have made unfair allegations about
breach of grant requ'rem,ems' that organisation you ought to have the
Senator Herron—I did not say ‘breach’. | honesty and decency to retract them before
take a point of order. Would you read itthe Senate rises. There is a lot more | would
correctly? like to say on this issue—it is a very import-
The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT ant issue—but | think Senator Collins and
(Senator Fergusom—Order! there is no point Senator Faulkner have covered the ground
of order. very adequately. | really do think that the

Senator CHRIS EVANS—Senator Herron Senate has to take this matter very seriously.
| will get to your second reference. | do n’o enator Herron has maintained all week that

think that you, like Senator Collins earlier, "€ @Ppointment of the special auditor had
had picked up the first reference. This is if?othing to do with the problems being experi-
the first question. | will quote again for your€c€d by these groups, including those in my
information, because you may not hav wn state. Clearly he was wrong and clearly

offered the pathetic defence you did, if yo e misled the dSenate. We ought to find the
had read it properly. You said: censure proved.

| would like to repeat, as | have done almost every S€nator KERNOT (Queensland—Leader
day for the past week, that organisations wilPf the Australian Democrats) (5.27 p.m.)—
continue to receive funding unless there is a seriolhe Senate is being asked to censure the
breach of grant requirements. Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait

By your own admission today, that is not thdslander Affairs (Senator Herron) for four
case. Organisations were being denied fundgasons. | would like to say at the beginning
whether or not they had serious breaches. ABat | do not think anybody could say | have
the result of the special auditor, there was apeen part of any campaign to get Senator
impediment. You went on, in answer to thélerron. | like John Herron very much. |

supplementary question by Senator Collins-actually thought he might prove to be a very
referring to the Junjuwa council—to say: ~ Wise minister for aboriginal affairs, as he has

Mr President, one can only assume, if thosglx.e'?1 lés ﬁ lot of wise ad\./'ce on mr?tters in

circumstances are correct, that the grant body is {{1ICh N€ has some experience such as occu-
serious trouble in relation to audit. pational health and has been wise in the
Senator Jacinta Collins then said: number of comments he has made on late

) sitting hours.
You have no right to assume they are the facts of N . .
the matter. I have not pursued him in question time—

.- we are finding our way today through a long

Senator Herron said: ) trail of questions and answers from various
They are the facts of the matter, Mr President. question times—but | have listened to those
| repeat, Senator Herron, that you said: questions and answers; and | did have an
... one can only assume, if those circumstanc&PPOrtunity to question Senator Herron at the
are correct, that the grant body is in serious troubl8nance and public administration Senate
in relation to audit. committee hearing—

Then you said, ‘they are the facts of the Senator Panizza—| beg your pardon—you
matter.’ It is important, given your previousdidn’t have!
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Senator KERNOT—I did have—and you including any grants or loans made in the remain-
were a wonderful chair, Senator Panizza. Yofier of this financial year.
gave me lots of opportunities, thank you. So this is where the real confusion, | think,
did have an opportunity to ask questions ohas been exposed. Will it have no effect? Will
matters which concerned me. | wanted to givie have any effect? What has caused the
Senator Herron the benefit of the doubt in theonfusion? How do we interpret what the
beginning and the benefit of time. At theminister is saying, particularly if you are an
same time, | want to say that | was veryAboriginal community dependent on funding?
conscious of the actions taken by him as genaior Bob Collins—In the bush.
minister. | had serious concerns with the o )
action of appointing a special auditor and in Senator KERNOT—That is right, in the
announcing, such a short time after coming tBush. We then have the case of the Junjuwa
the portfolio, that cabinet had decided thaeople. Other speakers have talked at length
Aboriginal accountability was a serious mattefbout that. | think it is important to point out
and there was lots of evidence that ATSI¢hat, in the case of the Derby regional office,
organisations were obviously in breach of théhey were advised that the special auditor
accountability rules and, therefore, the gov\NOUId not visit that office until 8 July It is

ernment needed the reserve power to appoi0 relevant to note that that office had
an administrator. already been audited by KPMG 18 months

go and given a tick. We then have, in ad-
inistrative terms, the difficulty of a bunch

f auditors being asked to audit their own
revious audit. So that is a problem. That is

| was very concerned about the context o
the actions being taken. Unfortunately, we d
have to make our way through some of thi
guestion and answer trail in order to prove o . ! :
disprove whether Senator Herron misled th Qazlatdvr\zmlstratlve problem which had to be
Senate, particularly when he said that conti- ' .
nuity of funding for CDEP programs and Senator Bob Collins—It takes longer.
essential services had nothing to do with the Senator KERNOT—Exactly. Then the
appointment of the special auditor. focus shifted to: how did we administer this?

When | make my way through these ques-How much time have we given ATSIC? What

tions and answers, | begin on 10 April withkind of transitional arrangements have been
the announcement of the special auditgput in place? On 25 June Senator Herron said,
general direction. We make our way througln answer to Senator Collins:
a couple of questions. Senate Herron beginsGrants continued to flow as normal until the
his answers to the first questions by sayingppointment of a special auditor on 4 June. . . On
‘We believe that at no stage the funds will bé June | wrote to the ATSIC chairman in these
cut off.” He goes on to say in answer, ‘It isterms:

not the intention—nor do | believe this will | have agreed to transitional arrangements
occur—that there will be any delay in the associated with the work of the special auditor
expenditure of those funds.’ whereby grant recipients which have no

. . present breaches of grant conditions and only
I think we can accept that. But when he is minor technical breaches, if any, in the past

pressed, when we continue through the trail— may receive a grant pro rata for the first three
we get to 24 June by this time—we find more months of the 1996-1997 financial year.

definitive answers. We find him saying, Senator Bob Collins—They still have to be
‘None of these things have occurred as gleared by the special auditor.

result of the special auditor.” We then find a L
, : ~ Senator KERNOT—That is right. They
letter from ATSIC’s Assistant General Man have to be cleared by the special auditor.

ager, Finance, Mr Alfredson, which states: gain, | think this takes us to the administra-

Now that the special auditor has been appointed, ;
ATSIC managers and delegates are reminded tk?l el%ueAstlg?n thathwe have an a_lntnountceme4nt
as of immediately, no grants or loans may be mai pril, we have an appointment on

to incorporated or unincorporated bodies withoudune, we have a letter to ATSIC on 6 June
the required clearance by the special auditognd then, three weeks later, at the end of the
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financial year, a traditionally busy time for allcommunity concern, that the Prime Minister
organisations, not just indigenous communityMr Howard) had referred to a haemorrhaging
organisations, they are supposed to hawd public funds, and the evidence was that
complied in order to have their fundingsome candidates who had made racist com-

continued. ments in the election campaign had been
Senator Herron—Well, they thought they €lected. One of those candidates had been
could cope. elected in a previously very safe Labor seat.

Therefore, from that, we are told to conclude
to me from last Friday's Senate committe there is mounting community concern about

that they were even asked whether they could lack of Aboriginal accountability.
cope. It is not clear to me at all. | do not | note that Senator Calvert is shaking his
believe that anything has been said to clarifiiead, but unfortunately that is what was said.
that position. In fact, we have to ask ourd do not think that is quantified evidence.
selves: is this administrative arrangemendhat we have heard from ATSIC is that there
reasonable? Is three to four weeks sufficienere other options available. Possibly, if
time? | do not think it is, Mr Acting Deputy Senator Herron had thought it was the right
President. So what we have as a result #hing to do to speak to ATSIC before the
Aboriginal organisations at risk. cabinet meeting, not after, when he was trying
That is why | think it is very hard to say 0 €xplain why he had to issue a general
that this had nothing to do with the appointdiréction, ATSIC may have been able to tell
ment of the special auditor. | think it had ?;:m, as they have told me, that there were at

Senator KERNOT—It is certainly not clear

great deal to do with that. Whether yo east 3Q cases Iast_year where the Office pf
appreciated that or not, minister, | think it hac=valuation and Audit has taken the appropri-

a great deal to do with it. | think we can seét€ action, has referred them on to another

that in your clarification today. The fact thattgency, and that the Australian Securities
you had to clarify the position today, to me’Commlssmn, the Australian Federal Police or

means that the evidence is there. another state body has failed to take it any

le h h . further, citing as the reason a lack of re-
People have spent the most time on pardgrces or that it is not of a high enough

graph (a) of this censure motion. | actuallyjoyity vet the reflection is on ATSIC—that

think paragraphs (b), (c) and (d) are VEr'\ATg|C has not followed due process, that
important as well. Paragraph (b) states thalts|c is unaccountable '
‘the minister failed to properly explore alter- '

native options for improving ATSIC accounta- When we say that the minister failed to
bility before his precipitate action in appoint-properly explore alternative options, that is
ing the special auditor. 1 know we havetrue. He could have asked the Federal Police,
explored this elsewhere. Again, it is a timghe ASC and the various state agencies. Why
frame—appointed a minister; a couple oflo you say this is not a high priority when
weeks later, without even talking to ATSIC,we, on behalf of the Australian community,
we find that the minister is apprised of know-are interpreting and saying to you that we
ledge of so many instances of lack of acwant greater accountability? Why does the
countability that cabinet decides on the spdiuck stop here? What do we need to do about
to issue a general direction to appoint &? | think part (1)(b) of the motion is proven.

special auditor. Not only that, the evidence is part (1)(c) of the motion is about the
so damning that the cabinet insists that thginister ‘failing to consult ATSIC to seek
Senate pass an amendment to give thgjice on the impact this would have on
minister the reserve power to appoint aATS|C and the Aboriginal people it serves'.
administrator over ATSIC. | do not believe this very short time frame—
When pressed on this, where is the evihe whole package—in an administrative
dence? Where is the quantified evidencsense is reasonable. | have heard nothing to
which makes these actions necessary? TBeggest that ATSIC has been consulted about
minister told us that there was mountingt. The impact is demonstrated—210 people
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have already been sacked in the Broome areaSenator Herron—| have been assured it
and thousands more are saying that they mayas okay.

have to go on unemployment benefits becausegenator KERNOT—I am sorry, that is the

of the total confusion over fransitional arproplem. It has all happened.” Some people
rangements and the status of funding. have been sacked. There has been total

On part (1)(d) of the motion—'stating in confusion. There has been, in my view, very
the Senate that the Aboriginal communitie§00r administration.
who raised concerns should not be be- In saying that it had nothing to do with the
lieved—we can always look for mischiefappointment of the special auditor shows a
makers. At some times it is hard to knowack of understanding of the consequences of
whether people are acting politically or notan action. When you appoint a special audi-
but we should take into account the level ofor, certain steps will be taken by all the
panic that might have existed in these conmerganisations which are going to be audited
munities as they saw within the next coupland people will be worried about what they
of days no source of income for their dieselwill do next. They did not find out what to do
powered water and sewerage systems and thegxt in some cases until yesterday or today.

got no response from the minister’s office. | g4 that is the problem. | am sorry and |
would come down on the side of panic rathefegret it, but | think it is important that we

than mischief making. support this censure motion.

The communities which have been men- Senator CHAMARETTE (Western Aus-
tioned in the Senate are not from my state tgalia) (5.43 p.m.)—Mr Acting Deputy Presi-
the best of my knowledge, and | do not havelent—
personal knowledge of any of the people ;
mentioned. But | think we are entitled tog Sezgﬁ:[?or Campbeli—Your penultimate
conclude, based on the question and answer ’ L
trail here, that it really was wrong to blame Senator CHAMARETTE —I hope it is my

the communities for what really is an adminfenultimate speech. | am very much afraid it
istrative stuff-up. may not be, and you ought to be too.

| rise to speak to this motion to censure the

has a case to censure the minister. It is wit inisterfor Aboriginal and Torres Strait

lander Affairs, Senator Herron. | am afraid
regret that | say that the Democrats SUPPOf4t 1, as well agree that it must be support-
this motion. | do not enjoy censuring, Senato ’ !

Herron. We are not calling for his resignation‘éd' | cannot disagree with any of the sections

. . .~ of the censure motion. | am not saying that |
we are asking for three things that, | think,yree \ith all the aspects of the debate that
will put the matter straight.

has occurred, but | have received evidence in
Senator Herron—I think | have. my own hands about the concerns that have
. . been expressed by members of the Aboriginal
Senator Bob Collins—He looks like he has community regarding the impact of the

done (2)(c) already. special auditor provisions. While | have not

Senator KERNOT—He certainly has done 9ot as close hand evidence in relation to the
(2)(c). He has taken action to minimis€CDEP program, it is of great concern to me
disruption. What is the date today? We havéhat it may be jeopardised in the same way as
been here for ever. Isn't it terribie that | dothe other programs | have heard about.
not even know? | want to assure the Senate that it is not

. . being argued that the minister, Senator
is ?ﬁ: z;t;)tLTgég)yn—lt is a daily process. It Herron, wanted to throw the entire Aboriginal
' community into disarray so he, therefore,

Senator KERNOT—OKay. It has taken imposed a special auditor. | believe it was a
until three days before the end of the financigbolicy decision that a special auditor be
year to sort it out, and that is the problem. imposed, but there was a failure to check with

On those four counts, | do think the Senat@
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the ATSIC board and the Aboriginal commu- Senator CHAMARETTE —No. They have
nities that might be impacted by that provibeen saying to me, ‘Every grant we are
sion. The minister was not informed that thaéxpecting has to be approved by this special
decision would cause disruption because #uditor before we can get it. It is a logistical
was near the end of the financial year. Hampossibility that we can get approved fund-
was not informed that it would leave all theing by the end of the year.” | am not a law-
funding for the next financial year—that is, inyer, but | have been told by one—I am not
three days time—in doubt. That informatiorsure whether | have understood fully the
was not made available to the minister beforenplications of this—that the Aboriginal
he issued the order. corporations, by their constitution, are unable

. ‘ - t as though they will have funding until
That has been a major problem in th|ﬁ: ac X . L .
matter. Irrespective of whether it was intende ey get funding. Their constitution makes it

is not under debate. We do not assume th linpossible for them to continue programs that
As | said to Senator Ellison. there is nd'ave been in existence for a number of years.

assumption here of evil motivation, ba f their funding is due for renewal at the end

; : ; ; f the financial year, they cannot actually
intentions or a deliberate attempt to stir ug, .. . . .

people or cause panic within thg Aboriginagm'c'pate that they will get that funding. That
community. It is nothing of the kind. In fact, 'S What has caused the problem.

it would be very stupid for any government Senator Bob Collins—And if they do, they
to do that. | do not believe for one momenwill get into trouble with the auditor—catch
that that was the intention. 22.

However, that has been the unintended Senator CHAMARETTE —That is exactly

consequence—it is indisputable—of thdight.
special auditor provision. The problem | have Senator Kernot interjecting-
experienced—I believe this is what other Senator Bob Collins interjecting

members in the chamber have been trying to
say—is that, in his response to us, SenatorSenator CHAMARETTE —Yes. | am

Herron has been making light of this unindfying to make my speech, if that is okay.
tended consequence by saying that it does notThe ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT
exist. This motion states: (Senator Fergusom—Order! | think Senator
(d) stating in the Senate that the AboriginaChamarette is doing very well on her own.
communities who raised concerns should ndeive her a chance.
be believel . . . Senator CHAMARETTE —I am getting
It is actually implied that the senators whovery helpful assistance and confirmation. That
have spoken to the Aboriginal communitiess fine.
and know they are experiencing concerns aregenator Bob Collins—It is a new point,
also not to be believed. Senator Chamarette.

I have a file here that is full of lists of Senator CHAMARETTE —Yes. | know.
phone calls | have received. They have not allly team believes in working together to

been about the special auditor provisionrmake speeches, but this is getting beyond a
However, the callers have been talking to mpke.

abotutdthe I’A‘TSIC.bi”’tr‘]’VhiCh Wel diﬁcusset Every attempt by the minister to underplay
yesterday. In passing, these people have either o o+ is perhaps being misperceived by
said to me on the phone or in writing, Pleasaql'ue listeners, including myself, and the Abo-

if there is anything that can be done aboutiio\ community, as a view that the minister
these special auditor provisions, which Meaf5es not believe them. | think the minister is

that every grant we are expecting has to l}‘?ying to say, ‘This was never the intended

approved by the'— consequence. If it is a consequence, | will do
Senator Bob Collins—You are just mis- something about it.” We know that he has
chief making, Senator. done something about it today. However, we
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need him to take even more seriously the fadthose same criticisms can be expressed of
that it is only those people who have jumpethis government now. It is acting on policy
up and down whose concerns can be allayednd theory. It did not do anything like the

We have only a matter of days before th&ind of consultation that a move of this kind,
problem reaches a peak. That is why | arfVen if considered in retrospect, justified. The
government may not have been expected to

supporting this motion. That is why, as . .
Senator Kernot said, if it had been asking fofnoW that in advance. Now that it has hap-
ened, it should be expected to know that it

the minister’s resignation, it would not have?€ne ;
had my support. If it had been saying that h¥/as in error. It should be expected to admit
had misled the parliament on some kind of1@t there is a problem in the Aboriginal
technicality that could be argued about as tgomMMmunity that is not entirely of the opposi-
how the Hansard read, as Senator Hill 10N parties’ making.
seemed to say, it would not have had my We are not generating panic. We are trying
support. The reason it has my support is thao respond to the panic in the community. We
the underlying principle in each of theseare saying, ‘Do something about it.” We are
points is, in my own experience, indisputablenot blaming you. We are just saying, ‘It
The Senate is being told that there is n ppears to us that what you have done has led

. T0 this situation. We want you to do some-
Fr:gbrlqeoq}o\,;hfr?o&oviﬁhowfmr? gg(ressgﬁg %r;[/lg ing about it.” | think Senator Hill mentioned

that there is a problem. We know that alterna¢_Senate’s gall in, after a mere three
tive options were not explored with theMonths, criticising Senator Herron’s handling

people concerned prior to the imposition o NiS portfolio. What about the gall of the
this special direction. We would have felt a'gove_rnment in its failure to consult before
lot of sympathy about the exploration of€aping into this extremely difficult area and

options to increase the accountability Otn_domg_ exactly the thlr;]gs that are stated in
ATSIC. | certainly would have. E;S fm_l‘?“o?- | wil rlead tl em-lt e ot
. alling to properly explore alternative options

| 'have made it clear that | have not k')eelg for in?provl?ngpAT%IC gccountability before his
uncritical of ATSIC. TheHansardrecord will precipitate action in appointing the Special
show that | have been labelled an ATSIC  Auditor;
basher in this place. | have persisted in saying) failing to consult ATSIC to seek advice on the
that | am not an ATSIC basher but that | am ~ impact this would have on ATSIC and the
critical of ATSIC and its service delivery on  Aboriginal people it serves—
the ground. | agree with the coalition in manyand then stating what | have covered already,
of its concerns. If it had come into governiwhich is that if we and Aboriginal people are
ment and said, ‘We want to address thifumping up and down, it is somehow political
problem constructively. We have a plan irand unjustified.

place. Will you give it your support?, | | cannot vote against this motion, because
would have given it my support provided thaj yhink jt is indisputable. | do not think that
we had checked it with Aboriginal communi-e can quarrel with the requests that this
ties to see what the likely impact and outyqiion ask us to make of the minister. We
come would have been. | cannot be morgant him to unconditionally withdraw his
sincere in saying that. unfounded imputations against these commu-
| was very strong in condemning the previnities, and that means we simply want him to
ous government about its double-speak doelieve there is a problem. We are not want-
Aboriginal issues. It said that it had consultedhg him to say, ‘We intended you to have this
when it had failed to consult. I, Senatoproblem, so tough.” What we want him to say
Campbell and Senator Ellison expresseid that, for whatever reason, there is a prob-
criticisms about the previous minister Roberfem—whether it is because of the end of the
Tickner in relation to the land fund and thefinancial year, whether it is because of the
government's failure to do anything but theway in which the auditor was appointed and
most bureaucratic and academic consultatiothe timing of it or whether it was because of
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difficulties among Aboriginal people, with asame kind of accountability. It might be
new government not feeling entirely trustedinpleasant and it might be difficult and
and believed. Whatever it is, please withdrawwmbarrassing when it is being bandied around
your imputations on those communities anth the chamber, but it has to be done, and it
on us and say, ‘We believe you. We can seeas to be done so that any accountability you
there is a problem. We are trying to cope wittask of ATSIC you are already imposing on
it.” That is all we are asking you to do. yourself. If you find that you have made an
i i error, you need to be accountable for that. |
Senator Campbeli—He said ygsterdgy think the double standards that white bureau-
Senator CHAMARETTE —Say it again, cracies show on accountability are blatant to
because it has happened again today. everybody in the community. | think it is a
Senator Campbell—He sent them a fax of shame that what we are doing in the name of
the Hansard accountability is actually increasing a bureau-

Senator CHAMARETTE —Oh, great! | do cratic I(_ev_el of acc_ountability and thereby
think that this is a kind of running sore in theundermining the delivery of funds to commu-
reconciliation process that people across dlities across Australia.
parties want to have. | think there is support | conclude by saying that it is with regret
for that. Please could the minister make sunat | support this censure motion. | do not
that this failure to consult does not occubelieve that the minister for Aboriginal
again. | do not think that is unreasonable. affairs, Senator Herron, has deliberately

| move to the final paragraph’ which refergniSIGd the Senate. | dQ_nOt beli_eve that he has
to taking whatever possible action there is trown the communities deliberately into
minimise the disruption to organisations. Thi®anic and uncertainty. But the reality is that
motion is not asking you, Minister, to say thafis actions have, and it is his responsibility as
even the ones that have question markginister to wear that and to make every best
should be overlooked. What we are saying i§ndeavour to undo the damage that has been
that everybody whose funding runs out irffaused. The motion has the support of the
three days time is in a panic, and they arfreens (WA).
justified in being in a panic. Minister, what Senator BOB COLLINS (Northern Terri-
are you going to do? tory) (5.57 p.m.)—I thank all senators who

only briefly because | do not want to add

_Senator CHAMARETTE —You have done ,viing 'tg the debate other than to comment
it? Great, that's fabulous! You cannot wi

. "Myery briefly on the attack that was made upon
both ways. You cannot say that this motion, " cengiire motion itself by Senator Hill. |

is not deserved, because you have done it. ill read it again in theHansardtomorrow.

is great that you have already done what thig'is” one of the more curious things | have
motion calls upon you to do, and we COMpeard in a censure debate.

mend you for that. - .
. Senator Hill is absolutely correct: this was
Senator Campbeli—The minute he knew i 5 conventional censure motion. | plead
of the problem, he fixed it. guilty to that. | drafted the motion myself,
Senator CHAMARETTE —That'’s fine.  and | drafted it very carefully.

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT Senator Campbell interjectirg
(Senator Fergusom—Order! Senator Camp-  genator BOB COLLINS—The reason |
bell, you should be in your seat. drafted it very carefully was that | was actual-

Senator CHAMARETTE —I think it is ly at the committee on Friday. | support what
their turn to help me with my concluding Senator Chamarette has said. | heard the
remarks! | think | would be quicker in con-evidence given to the committee. | am not
cluding if | did not have that help. A lot of suggesting that the Minister for Aboriginal
words have been said about accountability.dnd Torres Strait Islander Affairs (Senator
am afraid that the government has to show thderron) has deliberately misled the Senate,
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and the motion does not say so. That is whyhich was to completely dislocate the oper-
there is no call for resignation in there. ations of the organisation. There was not one

| find it curious for a senator of SenatorPit Of consultation. The bare courtesy of
ioffalking to the chair of the organisation was

brought before this chamber cannot be draftégktended less than half an hour before the
in any way a senator wishes to draft it. It ignnouncement was made by the Prime
a matter for the Senate as to whether it wantdinister (Mr Howard).

to support it or not. | do not read any deliber- The chair, | thought, most eloquently and
ate misrepresentation into Senator Herronwith great emotion said at the committee
actions in here, and that is why the motiormeeting that, to her great hurt and the hurt of
does not say so. | do not believe that Senatatl Aboriginal people, once again allegations
Herron intended to bring about this resulbf Aboriginal propriety became the first
deliberately. | put on the record—I said it bycentral subject of a newly elected federal
way of interjection—my gratitude to Senatorgovernment. It was appalling. For that to be
Herron for the announcement he made todajone a couple of weeks after they were
that he is going to amend his directions telected and for it to be done without the
deal with the very real problem that has beeslightest consultation with the organisation
caused by his actions. concerned has brought this situation to the

In conclusion, let me say this, and this iSOy Pass that it is in now.
why the motion was drafted the way it is. | There is a standing order in most parlia-
think that perhaps Senator Herron—and ments that requires us to have a time lapse
made an allusion to this earlier in the debetween introducing propositions and passing
bate—was forced into this position througthem. | have not got the standing orders in
circumstances beyond his control. | thougHront of me but it is something like—and no
it was appalling for the government—and thagloubt the clerks will frown at me if | get it
is the correct way to describe it, as it was gompletely wrong—we have to avoid hasty or
government action—to do this. Senator Herrill-considered legislation. When you do
on is in here representing the government igomething like this you get the result that we
the portfolio of Aboriginal affairs; he is on have got now.
the front bench. I thought it was reprehensible | regret that Senator Herron is in the posi-
and disgraceful of the government, who, jusion of wearing it for the government, but that
a couple of short weeks after they had als his job. The government's action in this
been sworn in, without the slightest consultarespect was not just reprehensible but in real
tion with the body at all, took a decision interms stupid. As | said Senator Herron, it has
the cabinet room. not only caused distress right across Australia

| was in cabinet for seven years and | havBut has also caused total confusion at the end
often commented that one of the things thaf the financial year when they are trying to
is very obvious about the cabinet room is thatope with the pressure that is on them.
it is a completely sealed chamber with no This is the busiest time of the year for
windows to the outside world. | was a min-every regional office in Australia and, | might
ister long enough to know what happened. ldd, companies, and this gets dropped on
is the government that you represent that iheir heads while they are trying to comply
copping it and so it should. It was disgracefulvith all the accountability requirements we
that you did not consult ATSIC on this issueput on them. Out of left field comes this
Perhaps your cabinet may wish to conside#xtraordinary proposition. There was no
this folly in the future. warning given to the organisation before

It was, at the very least, an act of thesabinet made this decision.
grossest discourtesy that you could possibly | say stupid because it is still causing great
imagine to draft provisions to put in andistress and confusion and is dislocating these
administrator to take over the whole organisaraluable CDEP. The minister has rightly gone
tion, and a special auditor, the effective obn the record and applauded working for the
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dole and building up community infrastructure NOES

as a result and taking less money for working€ague, B. C. Tierney, J.

than if you sat on your backside and go rgghhs' JF-Q . Vanstone, A. E.

unemployment benefits. The real stupidity o R

it is that, if the government had extendedBurns B R PAIREIIison c

some courtesy to ATSIC, it would have » B R »

benefited them because they would have g&ﬂ‘é"fé_RN_A' wgﬁgﬂng 8‘ \év 3

professional advice from those very profesyckiernan, J. P. Macdonald, I.

sional people at ATSIC as to precisely whagherry, N. Alston, R. K. R.

the result would be. It was not just reprehen- * denotes teller

fé%lreéts't i;/vas stupid. | am sure the minister oyestion so resolved in the affirmative.
Question put: NATIONAL COMMISSION OF AUDIT
That the motion $enator Collins’s) be agreed  Senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant

to. Treasurer)—by leave—Senator Faulkner
The Senate divided. [6.08 p.m.] requested—and the Senate concurred—that

there be laid on the table, by no later than 5
p.m. today, all correspondence between
Beahan) ministers and/or their departments and mem-
Ayes 34 bers of the National Commission of Audit
Noes 31 and/or its secretariat, along with copies of the
3

(The President—Senator the Hon. Michael

submissions to the National Commission of

Majority Audit which are listed in the commission’s
report. | have consulted with the Treasurer
AYES and the Minister for Finance on this matter.
Egﬁ‘(ﬁasn'NM- E. B%)?Jlr’nsl\\]/ They regret that they are unable to table
Carr, K. Chamarette, C. documents in relation to this order at this
Childs, B. K. Coates, J. time.
gg:'s'?;ﬁ JMMAA- gg'r']';‘osl F; L. In relation to the submissions made to the
Cook, PFES Coonc)elﬂ/, B. Natlo_nal Commlssm_n of Audit, the Mlnlster_
Denman, K. J. Evans, C. V. for Finance has advised me that the commis-
Faulkner, J. P. Foreman, D. J. * sion’s secretariat did not uniformly advise
Forshaw, M. G. Kernot, C. those who provided information to the com-
Lees, M. H. Lundy, K. mission that it could be made public. There
Mackay, S. Margetts, D. was no written advice from the secretariat
g:;pgy'lf" M. g‘;%fld;“ about the status of any of the information.
Schacht, C. C. spindler, S.’ Some information was, in fact, provided, |
Stott Despoja, N. West, S. M. understand, to the commission on the express
Wheelwright, T. C. Woodley, J. wish of the author that it not be made public.
NOES Because of this, the Minister for Finance has
Abetz, E. Baume, M. E. advised me that he has instructed his depart-
Boswell, R. L. D. Brownhill, D. G. C. ment to contact all of those people making
Calvert, P. H. * Campbell, I. G. submissions to the commission to ascertain
Chapman, H. G. P. Crane, W. whether or not they wish their submission to
Crichton-Browne, N. A. Ferguson, A. B. be made public
Gibson, B. F. Herron, J. )
Ei", Rl' M-S c Klampa R. d s In relation to the first part of the order, |
nowies, . . acdonald, . can say that there is extensive documentation
m%%%:ﬁboN”'HD' J. Nl\gSv?na;r:ag’ i\]/l J.-J- involved. Some of that documentation is
O'Chee. W. G. Panizza, J. H. covered by the exclusions for tabling, which
Parer, W. R. Patterson, K. C. L. have a long period of precedence in this

Reid, M. E. Short, J. R. place, that is, the documentation is being
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examined in relation to its status as, fosubstantive motion, that an honourable senator
example, cabinet-in-confidence and/or conmdeliberately misled the Senate.

mercial-in-confidence. The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —|

In this context, the Treasurer and them advised that ‘misled’ is acceptable but
Minister for Finance have advised me thaftdeliberately’ is unparliamentary. Senator
they are not prepared to table documentatidraulkner, would you rephrase your comments.

on a piecemeal basis. But, as | have indicatedgenator FAULKNER —Senator Short

to the Senate in complying with previouSpigieq the Senate this morning when he came
returns to order, in matters such as this th§ here and gave certain commitments about
government wants to cooperate to the maXinis return to order. | want to place on record
mum extent possible consistent with it§yhat has occurred in relation to my motion
executive obligations. Despite the quantum gf 5t \yas dealt with this morning but notice
documentation involved and the timingnaq peen given previously.

difficulty in seeking and receiving responses , , )

from ali those parties who provided informa- When notice had been given, instead of
tion, | assure the Senate that we shall tabfoceeding to seek formality for that motion,
the documents requested by the Senate irfitter informal discussions with Senator Short
mediately these issues have been resolved! @greed to postpone the motion till today. |

did that on the basis that Senator Short said
Senator FAULKNER (New South Wales— & ' '

Leader of the Opposition in the Senate)—b uite clearly, and he did not demur from this,

> X at if 1 sought formality for that motion
leave—This is a good, old-fashioned attempyegierday he would have to refuse formality
ed cover-up from Senator Short and th

o < n the basis that he did not have advice from
coalition government. It is not only a covere winister for Finance (Mr Fahey) and the
up. Senator Short, you came into this chambgiaasurer (Mr Costello). That is what he said,
this morning and made it absolutely clear th

. 3nd it is recorded ifHansard
you would attempt to comply with the order.

You said to the Senate that you may not be !N that spirit | postponed the motion fill
able to provide all documentation but yojoday, which is when Senator Short came into
would provide whatever documentation couldNiS chamber, agreed to formality and made a

be made available. You lied when you sai§tatement in relation to the government's
that. approach. Senator Short, at no time did you

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT say that you would provide documents in

accordance with this return to order on a
(Senator Reynolds)—There are a number of yiecemeal basis. You said you would provide

) . i
people wanting to take points of order. Th‘g/hatever documents were available, though
shadow minister is not able to accuse f,cknowledge you said that you could not
member of this chamber of lying. Would yougarantee that all those documents would be
please withdraw that. available by this time. Now you are coming
Senator FAULKNER—I withdraw that. into this chamber and saying, ‘You'll get
Senator Short, you misled this chamber whemothing unless you get the lot.” That is why,
you said that. You deceived us in here thiSenator Short, the statement you made this
morning. morning was inaccurate, dishonest and

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Misleading.

Senator Faulkner, | am advised that ‘dec- Senator Michael Baume—A point of

eived’ is equally unacceptable. Could yowrder—

choose another word. The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —
Senator FAULKNER—Senator Short Order! There is a point of order.

deliberately misled the Senate this morning. genator FAULKNER —Inaccurate. dishon-
Senator O'Chee—Madam Acting Deputy est and misleading, as we are becoming used

President, | raise a point of order. It is quitdo from an incompetent and inept buffoon like
clearly unparliamentary to allege, except in gou.
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The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT — The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —
Senator Faulkner, there is a point of order. The use of unparliamentary language and

. _ offensive remarks is not confined to one side
Senator Michael Baume—Madam Acting f the chamber or the other, as | am sure all

Deputy President, | was going to take a poifignoyrable senators are aware. Senator
of order about the first offensive remarkzgyikner, it would assist to progress the
Senator Faulkner made but, while | was tryingiapate if you were to withdraw the personal

to take a point of order and you were calling:omments that you made about the minister.
me, the Leader of the Opposition in the

Senate, who is developing a fouler mouth Senator FAULKNER—Madam Acting
every day, continued to make even mor@€Puty President, | am always happy to
offensive suggestions, which are simply oufithdraw any unparliamentary language |
of order. Could he be obliged to withdraw alll@ve used. If | have used unparliamentary
the offensive remarks he made to Senatdfnguage, would you please identify it and |
Short and be brought to order and instructeffill withdraw it. But I am not going to accept

not to persist with this deliberate flouting of/©' Oné moment someone with as foul a
the rules of the Senate? mouth as Senator Michael Baume coming into

this place and taking a point of order to my
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT—Senator approach to parliamentary standards and to
Faulkner, it would be much appreciated if youny language in this chamber and, as a result,
would resist from using language that igor me to have to withdraw a statement | have
unparliamentary. | appreciate that in this placemade which | believe is accurate of the
senators do wish to make strong points iAssistant Treasurer. | am not going to do it,
relation to the debate, but it is unhelpful andinless you identify what words were unparlia-
| believe not acceptable in this place to havenentary.

appreciate the extreme use of certain laRyr attention to standing order 203, which
guage. So would you please refrain fromgyys:

using that type of language. If a Senator:

Senator Michael Baume—I raise a point persistently and wilfully obstructs the business of
of order, Madam Acting Deputy President. the Senate;
specifically asked you to instruct Senatofs guilty of disorderly conduct;
Faulkner to withdraw his offensive remarksyses objectionable words, and refuses to withdraw
You have not done so and | ask you now tguch words:

do so. persistently and wilfully refuses to conform to the

Senator FAULKNER—On the point of Stanqmg orders; or, _ .
order, Madam Acting Deputy President: wh ersistently and wilfully disregards the authority of

particular piece of unparliamentary languagé' Chair— '
do you require me to withdraw? and Senator Faulkner, to my mind, has done

. . all of that in the last couple of minutes—
Senator Michael Baume—On the pointof 16 senator has committed an offence.

order, Madam Acting Deputy President: yo . .
Ing Leputy ! y l#Nhat | suggest to you as a resolution of this

are obviously aware of the whole range o > .
unparliamentary expressions used by Senatsrthat you instruct Senator Faulkner that his

Faulkner. If he is seeking to encourage me to°nduct has been unparliamentary and that
repeat that offensive language, he will noy©U instruct him to withdraw his comments
succeed. For the Leader of the Opposition i at constituted an unparliamentary reflection
the Senate to behave in this disgraceflPOn My honourable colleague.

manner seems to me to be inappropriate andThe ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —

it would be appropriate if you took the mostSenator O’'Chee, thank you for your com-
severe action against him. ments. It would assist to progress this debate
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if we were to focus on the two words that Ithose submissions. You can provide those
am advised are, on precedence, regarded @ecisions by very simple work in ministers’
unparliamentary: one is ‘dishonest’ and theffices or in the bureaucracy.

other is ‘buffoon’. Would you please with- For the opposition's part, we will accept

draw those words, Senator .Faulkner. that those particular submissions in the first
Senator FAULKNER—I withdraw. Those instance would meet the spirit of this order of

of us who were ministers in the previoughe Senate. You do not have to go to any
Labor administration often had to deal withindividual from any place and check on
motions that were not just some creation of afrivacy provisions to provide to this Senate

individual non-government senator, as seengpvernment submissions or directions to the
to have been suggested by Senator Short Nutional Commission of Audit.

his earlier statement. This is an order of the -
Senate. It is not my own personal demand or We know that the Treasurer, the Minister
requirement that these documents be providef! Finance and the Prime Minister (Mr
This is an order of the Senate that youtioward) tasked the National Commission of
Senator Short, as the relevant minister in thigudit in relation to the pension benchmark—
chamber, did not oppose earlier during Sena#® Per cent of average weekly earnings—and
proceedings. This is an order of the Senate fé change to the definition of that benchmark.
the production of documents that you, as th¥/e know that, even though the Minister for
Minister representing the Treasurer and theocial Security, Senator Newman, was not let
Minister representing the Minister for Fi-In on the secret. We know it because that
nance, supported in this chamber. It is n articular document, under the signature of

some personal whim or fancy on my part. the Deputy Secretary to the Treasury, actually
. . . . appears in appendix A of the National Com-
I make the point that time and again duringyission of Audit document.

the life of the Labor government these orders

of the Senate were required by the Senate toBut we do not know—this is what people

be met in accordance with decisions of thwho are listening to or hearing about this
Senate. If they were not, then we wouldlebate will be more and more concerned
regularly hear howls of protest from the ther@bout—what else those or other ministers
opposition—including you, Senator Short—might have tasked the National Commission
who are on the record time and time agaief Audit to do. We are entitled to know that

demanding that these orders of the Senate e accordance with the order of the Senate,
adhered to. and there are no privacy implications in-

This is an act of gross hypocrisy on the par}owed' Senator, you said this morning in this

of Senator Short. The statement that he h&2¢€:
provided to the Senate is simply not goodhe government will do its best to comply with the
enough—not good enough in that the order afndertaking to the maximum extent possible.

the Senate has not been met and not goghose were your words. Now you are saying
enough in that he could not provide earlieghat you will not deal with it because, if it
today the Senate with any advice on this o ]
particular matter. was dealt with in the way you committed the

overnment to deal with it this morning, it

What we have here is a good, old-fashione : i .
cover-up, because this government is emba\%omd be done on a piecemeal basis. That is

rassed by the Commission of Audit. | want tqs:y ;/(\)/ey%rj sgg:}r;gio):oghrglrflet?];?eth?ser;:t(;.etl
make this point to you, Senator Short: | anl other exémple of your absolute—

not much interested in private submissions to
the National Commission of Audit, but | am Senator O’Chee—l rise on a point of
interested in government submissions to therder. Pursuant to standing order 186, Senator
National Commission of Audit. | say to you,Faulkner should be directed to address the
Senator Short, that that does not require yathair, not Senator Short. His conduct is
to communicate with anybody to provideoutside standing orders.
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The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT been better if he and his advisers had been on
(Senator Reynolds}-Order! Senator top of it this morning.

Faulkner, please address your remarks throughyqwever. what he has had to say about the

the chair. first part of the motion is not terribly believ-
Senator FAULKNER—Madam Acting able. Surely, it does not take too long for the
Deputy President, this is another example cfecretariat to produce the submissions put to
this minister’s incompetence and ineptitudé& by the government. Senator Faulkner
which has been so humiliatingly exposed imlluded well to why this is an important issue.
the media over the past six weeks of th&he independent audit commission was set up
parliamentary session. You are exposedo give an independent view about the finan-
Minister, for yet again misleading the Senateges and future finances of government. It was
and for yet again being absolutely incapablaot set up as a stooge of government, | would
of performing the most simple of administra-hope. It was not set up just to reflect govern-
tive tasks. You are already a proven failure iment policy. Its credibility was to rest on the
this government. fact that here are people with no proprietary

Senator ROBERT RAY (Victoria) (6.33 interest in these issues, coming up with
p.m.)—by leave—I was quite surprised thigecommendations for the long term for
morning to hear a government accede to gevernment.
return to order. That is not a natural turn of The first suspicion that this commission was
events because a return to order brings out albt going to do that was aroused by the fact
sorts of information that governments somethat it was staffed by Treasury and the De-
times do not anticipate coming out. But Ipartment of Finance. Talk about rounding up
think there is a higher responsibility on thishe usual suspects! All the economic dries that
government now, having accepted the returyou could find in the world, all those wonder-
to order—albeit with the qualifications thatfully sociable characters from the Department
Senator Short outlined in his statement thief Finance, would have turned up and
morning—to produce the information. pumped into that commission every view they

| tried to listen carefully to Senator Shortsh@ve been running around this place for the

statement. He appeared to be saying that oSt 15 years, some successfully, some unsuc-

of the major reasons it was impossible t&€SSfully.

comply went to the second part of the motion, Initially, the commission was staffed by
where other people who have made submitiose two departments. | do not think you
sions to the Commission of Audit could wellcould accuse any of the commission mem-
have made those submissions without thieers—the ones who actually headed up the
knowledge that they might become publicthing—of being Fabian socialists, but they are
Senator Short said that it was therefore inall of a particular type. Even with those
cumbent on him and his colleagues to geoeservations, surely the Commission of Audit
back and check to see whether the materiplays a key and crucial role in bringing out
was releasable. these recommendations, and its recommenda-

| find that part of what he said believable lions should not be discounted merely because

| am surprised that this had not occurred té§ Was staffed by Treasury and the Department
him or his advisers this morning. It is alwayf Finance, or merely because the final
possible that Senator Short was not aware §fcommendations to government come from

the nature and volume of the private submis2 Sét piece of ideological or academic think-

sions made. | certainly have no idea whatsd?9-

ever. | have to concede in this debate that | What is of concern to this side of the house
did not know that the Commission of Auditis what tasking the commission was given
was taking submissions from private individuthrough the backdoor. We know from one of
als and institutions. Therefore, in relation tdhe appendices that the commission was
the second part, what Senator Short said todégsked to look at average weekly earnings,
is a little believable, although it would havewith 25 per cent as the benchmark for pen-
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sions, and to look at all variations thereinsenators prior to the next sitting week, which
after. If their recommendations were acceptedtarts on 20 August? To have a delay through
they could have quite serious consequencés20 August would be totally unacceptable in
for those relying solely on the pension formy view. | invite Senator Short to address
their livelihood. these two questions: can he meet part A by

What we want to know from Senator Shor OTOHOW and, |f9not, can he meet it long
is how many other such suggestions th efore 20 August?
government made to their independent com- Senator MURPHY (Tasmania) (6.41
mission to rule on and how those suggestionsm.)—by leave—I would like to raise some
were framed. It is not a question of cabinet imuestions to find out why Senator Short has
confidence or anything else. | say to thanot been able to meet this return to order. |
officials of the various departments, ‘Don’tunderstand that he has said there is a problem
get your stamps out now and start stampingith the privacy of some of the submissions.
"cabinet in confidence" all over.” We are tool think the Senate should take note of the
smart to fall for that particular one. National Commission of Audit report, because

. . ._In the back it lists the submissions that were
The other thing that Senator Short avmdeilade_ | cannot see any individual submis-

doing tonight—and what might have satisfie ions. There are quite a number of submis-

the opposition—was giving us an indicatior_.
of when the government will be ready Witrr#'ons’ although not a huge number, and they

part A. It may be possible to still table thedr€ very clearly identified as to which ones

part A documents in this chamber tomorrow" '€ made by government departments.

If that were the case, we could probably end Senator Robert Ray—Which ones?

this debate and discuss the rest of the sepnator MURPHY—The ones from
government’s business for the night. But W%overnment departments.

do have a problem with the very nature o

what Senator Short has said tonight. It has Senator Robert Ray—Who are they?

been too vague. |, for one, on the balance of Senator MURPHY—The Department of
probabilities, accept his view of part B of theAdministrative Services; the Department of
motion. If part B involves quite a number ofDefence; the Department of Employment,
volumes, | could understand his wanting to g&ducation, Training and Youth Affairs, which
back and check with individuals whether theynade two submissions; the Department of
thought their views would be made public ofFinance, which made four submissions; the
not. It is a bit like asking whether in cameraDepartment of Health and Family Services;
evidence can later be published, so | undethe Department of Social Security; the Depart-
stand that. ment of Treasury, which made two submis-

As for the documents going from depart—SionS; and the Department of Transport and

ments to the commission asking them to rais%et?'o.na.l D?veIothegt.d Thﬂebwa_s a}lsfo a
particular issues, that is not cabinet in confiSUPMISSION from € Feaderal Libranes infor-
ation Network and one from Victorian

dence and nor is it confidential material. Th . . ]
must be material that can be made availablE'€@sury, which would be rather interesting.

very readily. | think, following my contribu-  That was about the sum total of government
tion, Senator Short should get back on his feelepartments. So there is not a real lot of
to address the timing of part A. We accepthem. It may be worth reading some of the
that he cannot give us the timing of part Bothers: Adelaide Central Mission; Aged Care
because he will not know when he will beAustralia; all states and territories joint sub-
able to finalise his inquiries into that mattermission; Association of Independent Schools
However, he should at least be able to indief Victoria; AUSEV; Australian Association

cate to us whether part A can be delivered bgf Pathology Practices; Australian Automobile
tomorrow morning or tomorrow afternoon. IfAssociation; Australian Bureau of Statistics;
not, what special arrangements can be madeaistralian Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
for that material to be made available tdry; Australian Confederation of Childcare;
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Australian Council of Deans of Education;and political incompetence. One of the things
Australian Law Reform Commission; Austral-that Senator Faulkner did, once again, was to
ian Local Government Association; Australiammislead the Senate on what | said. He quite—
Medical Association Ltd; Australian Nationall will use the word—deliberately distorted—

ralia, which made two submissions; Cent .
! ; ; ; , a(‘Senator Reynolds}—Minister, you cannot
Care, Catholic Family Services; Common; y y

' 'use the word ‘deliberately’.
wealth Department of Health and Family ,
Services—another government department; S€nator SHORT—He totally distorted

Community and Public Sector Union; ComWhat | said this morning. Senator Faulkner

puter Law Services Pty Ltd; Council on theduoted a little of what | said this morning, but
Ageing; CRI Ltd; Curriculum Corporation; N€ did not quote the key words, because that
and P. Cuttance. did not suit his purpose. | said this morning—

In addition to those submissions there arlTJam quoting from theHansardpink:

. ; he government will not be opposing this motion.

octh(;)]rsll fr%rg qutherCMortensen: Nat!onatg agreeing to it going forward, however, | want to

atholic ucation Commission; Nationajake 3 few points. Firstly, | am well aware that
Council of Independent Schools Associationgyen if the government did oppose the motion, the
National Tertiary Education Industry Union;opposition has the numbers to put it through.
Northern Territory Treasury, which made twoSecondly—
submissions; Office of Government Informazand this is the point that Senator Faulkner did
tion Technology; Steering Committee omyuote—
National Performance MOI’]I'FOI’Ing'Of Gove'rn-.the government will do its best to comply with the
ment Trading Enterprises; Smith Familyyngertaking to the maximum extent possible.
Victorian Treasury; and Ward-Ambler. As is riaht. | did hat but | th
best as | can see, there may have been t@at IS right. I did say that, but | then went
individual submissions amongst all of those®" 1 S&y:

| think the opposition has made it fairly However, thirdly, the extent to which the govern-

| hat it i Ki Id h h hEent will be able to do this is still under consider-
clear what it is seeking. | would have thoughtion. We will approach it in a good spirit; but,

it would have taken a very short period ofgiven particularly the amount of documentation and
time, as Senator Faulkner has pointed out, fao on, the extent that we will be able to comply is

Senator Short to obtain a clearance for aftill under consideration.

submissions made to the commission byhat is what | said this morning. That was
government departments. There is really ngbsolutely and totally clear, | would have
excuse for Senator Short not being able tthought. For Senator Faulkner now to accuse
meet this return to order. me, in the way that he did, of misleading the
Senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant Senate in my remarks is quite reprehensible.
Treasurer) (6.45 p.m.)—I seek leave to mak&he other point | want to make is that the
a brief statement in response to Senatdmpression one would get from the contribu-
Faulkner's comments, in particular. tions of Senators Faulkner, Ray and Murphy
Leave granted. was that we have said that we will not com-

) ply with the order. That is not what we have
Senator SHORT—I do not wish to prolong saiq, other than so far as the timing is con-
the debate on this, but there are certain thingg,ned.

that Senator Faulkner said that | cannot let go .
unnoticed. If anyone in this chamber has a S€hator Robert Ray—When will you,
record of failure and ministerial incompe-"oughly?

tence, it surely has to be the present LeaderSenator SHORT—What | said, Senator
of the Opposition in the Senate and formeRay, in my remarks this evening outlining the
failed minister for the environment. Senatodifficulties involved and the quantum of
Faulkner seems to think that verbal thuggerglocumentation—which you, | am pleased to
and foul loud-mouthedness in this chambarmote, acknowledged at least in part—was that,
are going to cover his manifest intellectuatlespite the quantum of documentation in-
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volved and the timing difficulty in seeking from the right. | do not quite know why | am
and receiving responses from all those partiés the gun from him, except that in this
who have provided information, | couldchamber some time ago | made some ungra-
assure the Senate that we would table tfeous comments about one John Hyde. |
documents requested by the Senate, immediescribed him as an intellectual cripple who
ately these issues have been resolved. | canmoiuld do nothing else except parrot words that
put a particular date on that, because therelie had learnt from Burke and other intellec-
a huge amount of documentation involved. tuals. Of course, Mr Hyde writes for the

There is also the question—as you quitéus_tra“‘?‘n and he has now set up a little
rightly pointed out, Senator Ray—of getting action in Western Australia, with about as
a response from those who have made suBlUch aplomb and efficiency and effectiveness
missions and to whom we have written to se@S N€ ever demonstrated when he was in this
whether they are happy for the documentatiof’{:amber' | think they describe themselves as
to be provided. All of those things add up tothose for Liberal values’.

making it quite impossible for us to put a Mr Devine takes exception to my opposing
compliance date on it. What | have said, anir Hyde. In fact, he takes particular excep-
what | repeat again, is that | give the assution to the fact that | criticise senators in this

ance that we will do that to the best of ouchamber who, with intellectual and political

speedy ability. As soon as those issues hagills, think they are reinforcing their argu-

been resolved, I will provide the documentaments by quoting some hack journalist. |

tion requested by the Senate—uwith the provinould have thought that was unexceptionable.
so, of course, that there is certain document&ut what Mr Devine does is then promptly

tion which, for reasons of cabinet in confi-repeat what other journalists have said to
dence or the like, which is something thateinforce his arguments.

needs to be checked out—may not be provid- S i dverti ¢ d
ed, in accordance with longstanding prece- ©0Me UMe& ago an advertisement appeare
dents in this place. in the West Australiancondemning members

i . of the Liberal Party, and me in particular. The
| want to make it clear once again thahdvertisement was illegibly signed by a
Senator Faulkner has misrepresented whahlimber of disaffected ex-Liberals and was
have said. We are not saying that we argjlowed by an article written by former
failing and refusing to comply with the order.senator Peter Durack. None of these people
We are pointing out, though, the considerablgre serving parliamentarians, yet they have
difficulties we have in meeting the timetablepeen distributing material which has clearly
and we will attempt to resolve that as soon asome from a party database. Given that they
possible. describe themselves as ex-Liberals and make
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS much of their non-membership of the Liberal

Party, perhaps they could enlighten the Lib-
Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE (Western era| Party as to from whom they improperly

Australia)—Madam Acting Deputy Presidentacquired their list.

| rise to make an explanation under standing i
order 190. Let me from the outset make two things

clear. First, none of the dissident MPs in-
Leave granted. volved have made more than a most modest
Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE—Thank contribution to the party since retiring on their
you, Madam Acting Deputy President. | willgovernment pensions, and most of them have
be brief because of the logistics of tonight. made no contribution whatsoever. Secondly,
refer the Senate to a very unsavoury article ieach of these members was successfully
today’s Australian which is headed ‘Wild endorsed by the Liberal Party, without com-
men of the West shoot themselves in thplaint of the process or of their successful
foot’, written by Frank Devine, who reeks ofselection. The only significant changes to the
prejudice. In the same way as the loony lefprocess in recent years have been made
reek of prejudice, this guy reeks of prejudiceluring Keith Simpson'’s presidency in Western
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Australia—a period when Chaney, Durackeither, by the way. | have talked about ex-
Filing, et al had a very considerable influencgarliamentarians.

in the Liberal Party in Western Australia. TO  genator Robert Ray—We will want to
complain about the process in which thesg, .. why your name is not on it.

signatories have participated and formally
Supported is utte”y absurd. Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE —Senator

) i : Hill is not in the dissident group yet. The
Itis also interesting to note that, of the four arty’s destructive habit of creating commit-
preselection outcomes at a state level ‘f&es of review and rewriting its constitution
which they complain, not one of their fa-gyery time some group loses a contest in the
voured sons was successful. Yet the sa rty, and excusing itself by calling foul, is
process that selected their candldates—rare@§tracting and debilitating and creates a

they are in Western Australia these days—igyplic perception that the party is incompetent

apparently faultless. It seems that they havg pest, and unfit to govern at worst.
a reluctance to accept their minority position

within the organisation and will not be satis-, Mr Clough, who has been set up to form
fied until they devise a system in which theniS magic committee in WA, can see nothing

minority is successful and the majority isVrong with the preselection process. It is all
unsuccessful. about perception, apparently—a perception the

troublemakers in the Liberal Party create
They resort to arguments bereft of fact anghemselves.

long on innuendo and smear, in order to
generate doubt in the minds of the publi
about the efforts of decent, honest, hardwor
ing Liberals. They contribute little or nothing
to the Liberal Party, yet they collect a govern
ment pension, courtesy of Liberal Part
endorsement.

The Liberal Party does not need a review of
10w it selects its candidates; it needs a review
of who it selects as candidates. Without being
too critical, if one reflects upon the recent

inisterial appointments from WA—and there

as been some criticism that there were not
more appointed—the question | beg, not in

This small group’s hypocrisy is absolutelythis house because by a process of elimination
outstanding. Their public campaign of attackhere was no eligibility, is: who in the House
upon the party through the media says moref Representatives who was not appointed
about their integrity than it does about theshould have been appointed? Surely nobody
party. The loyalty of this group has beeris suggesting that Mr Cameron—Mr Eoin
extended in most cases to supporting daCameron—is capable of being a minister, or
working for non-Liberal candidates. It saddenghe plagiarist or anybody else. The ones who
me to see the organisation to which | contriwere appointed as struggling as it is.

buted 25 years of my life captive o @ small ¢ \ /55t majority of decent and committed
group of wreckers who seek to destroy Whaﬁarty members, who ask for no greater reward

they cannot control. for their tireless endeavours than a better
You will see from the attached list, whichsociety for themselves and their families, are

| seek leave to table, that the committee fosimply crying out for leadership(Time

the practice of Liberal values, as it calls itselfexpired)

is made up basically of Chaney, his friends, The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —

relations, supporters and a handful of exsenator, there is a request before the chamber

parliamentarians and members from one Qf; 5 document to be tabled. Senator Hill, do

two dissident branches. you wish to see the document?

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT Senator Hill—I have seen it.
?
(Senator Reynolds)—Is leave granted~ The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT
Senator Hill—Could I have a look at it? But do you object?

Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE—It is a Senator Hill—Senator Crichton-Browne
list of names, mate—and you are not on isaid it was a list of names, but it is a bit more
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than that. If he is prepared to limit it to a listtion. While Senator Teague and Senator

of names | have no objection. Baume were congratulated for the contribu-
Senator Crichton-Browne—I seek leave to tion they made, | sought to ask one simple,
make a brief statement. inoffensive question and | could not get up,

could I, Senator Hill? | sought yesterday to
The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —Is speak at lunchtime on the matters of import-
leave granted? ance, and | was put last on the list. | sought
Senator Hill—The document is not accept-to speak on the adjournment last night, and |
able in its present form, but | am trying to bewas put last. | can only assume that there is
cooperative. some craven fear that | am going to say

Senator Robert Ray—He is asking to Something that is going to damage somebody.

make a short statement to clarify what hé remind Senator Hill that | am to speak on
wants. the adjournment tonight whether he likes it or

. . not. | will be speaking on the valedictories
Senator Hill—I see, that is okay. whether you like it or not, and | will give a
Leave granted. history which will itself create a book on the

Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE —In Spot. But | am saying to you now, Senator
terms of my previous colleague—only he andfill—
| will know the struggle we had to get that Honourable senators interjecting

extra vote to have him sitting in the chair he
is now— Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE—I am

0 ii tors-Oh! asking Senator Hill now out of decency and
pposition senators-On: respect, if there is nothing else you have done
Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE—Well, for me in the last six months, that you allow
do you want some history? me to table a simple, harmless document. |

Opposition senators interjectirg remind you that you even took a point of

.. order when | mentioned in unkind words the
Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE —No, it . : -
was not history, it was rigor mortis; it wasame of Viner QC, who in a despicable,

orrupt way perverted the decency of a client-
ggic()jr_old Peter Durack that Sue Knowles oncg, e velationship with my wife and caused

- S our family enormous pain and suffering. Yet
Opposition senators interjectinrg you found it necessary to stand on your feet
Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE —Sue and defend him. All | am asking you to do is

Knowles once said that making love to Petedllow those damn documents to stand on their

Durack is a definition of necrophilia. merit and to sit on their merit.

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Senator HILL (South Australia—Leader of
Order! Senator Crichton-Browne, continue. the Government in the Senate)—by leave—I

Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE—It is no cannot give leave at the moment in this form
secret that, for reasons best known to thenfut | am happy to go and have a talk with
selves—I can only take it that it is out of fearcrichton-Browne to see if we can reach
and not stupidity—the government havédreement.
sought on every occasion to prevent me eitherThe ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT
tabling documents, reading documents in th@&enator Reynold§—Senator Crichton-
chamber, or speaking. | have had one quegrowne, Senator Hill has indicated he will

tion in the last three months. discuss the matter with you and it can be held
Senator Forshaw—And you still vote with in abeyance and we can table it at a later
them? hour.

Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE —Be- Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE (Western
cause my heart is where it should be; theidustralia)—I need leave to say this, Madam
bodies are where, on some occasions, thécting Deputy President, and these days one
should not be. Today | sought to ask a quesvonders whether that is possible. But, just so
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Robert Hill and | understand each other— Senator Faulkne—Madam Acting Deputy
Senator Robert Hill— President, | take a point of order. | do not

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT — intend to enter into these internecine difficul-
Just one moment, Senator Crichton-Brownd'€S:
Is leave granted for Senator Crichton-Browne Senator Hill—You are.

' ' ? :
to continue his remarks: Senator Faulkne—No. Madam Acting
Leave granted. Deputy President, you cannot seek leave to

Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE —Thank Suspend standing orders. | understand that
you. All | want to say, through you, to the Senator Knowles obviously wants to make a

Leader of the Government in the Senate feontribution, but I ask you to ensure that this
that the document | have given him is whal® done in accordance with the standing orders

| want tabled. | am not going to have itof the parliament. That is all I am asking.
censored like everything else that this govern- Senator KNOWLES—I move:

ment finds offensive and is unable to cope That so much of the standing orders be suspend-

With._ It is factually correct, it is inoffensivg ed as would prevent Senator Knowles making a
and it does not relate to one current servingersonal explanation.

member or senator. Senator Hill, if you aré 1 . \ ~TING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —

saying to me that that is not acceptable t :
you, you ought to review your position as th gge::&(}rc):(go”v;/ilﬁjt,elsam advised that you can

Leader of the Senate and the values and t
standards that you have previously endorsedSenator KNOWLES—The reason that |
and embraced as being intrinsic to that rolam moving to suspend standing orders is
and to the functioning of this parliament andecause | have been besmirched by a creature
of this chamber in particular. in this place just once too often in relation to

Senator KNOWLES (Western Australia) another person. | thoroughly repudiate—
(7.02 p.m.)—I seek leave to make a statementSenator Crichton-Browne—Point of order.
as a personal explanation. | know that Senator Knowles is new and
. : . haive in standing orders, but ‘creature’ is not
Wr?air}ztorogr”Cgﬁgﬁ;ﬁ‘é"gﬁ;i?;g;Oét?(;ﬂg' a definition or description acceptable under
yourp P " the standing orders to anybody who happens
The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —Is to be a senator in this chamber.

leave granted for Senator Knowles to make a1he ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT

ion?

personal expl.anatlon. _ (Senator Ferguson—Senator Knowles, | will
Senator Crichton-Browne—Leave is not have to ask you to withdraw that comment.

granted. This follows the precedent of Senator Senator KNOWLES—I will withdraw that

Hill that that in particular is her problem. comment and | will say, so that it is perfectly

Leave not granted. clear to whom | was referring, that | have
Senator KNOWLES—| asked for leave to Peen besmirched by Senator Crichton-Browne
make a personal explanation. in relation to another person to whom he

attributes comments that | have allegedly

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —  made about that person. | simply wish to state
Leave has been refused on the basis that offyt the comments that he has attributed to me
senator has objected, Senator Knowles, | aghout former Senator Durack | thoroughly and

advised. utterly repudiate. It is the common, dirty,
Suspension of Standing Orders filthy gutter language for which someone—

Senator KNOWLES (Western Australia)— The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT

| seek leave to suspend so much of standiri_{?aenator Ferguson)—Senator Knowles, | wil

orders as would prevent me from making ve to ask you to withdraw those comments.
statement to clear my reputation. Senator KNOWLES—Which comments?
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The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT — whose management of business in this cham-
Your description of those comments. ber can only be described as in disarray. But

Senator KNOWLES—The reason | wished the substantive motion before the chair is a
to make the personal explanation | think puspension. The opposition will support the

have made quite clear, and therefore | rest n§/SPension because we believe that Senator
case. nowles, or any other senator in this cham-

ber, has the right to make a personal explan-
Senator FAULKNER (New South Wales— _ " . : .

Leader of the Opposition in the Senate) (7_Ogtlon, such are the conventions of this place.
p.m.)—The position that the opposition will PERSONAL EXPLANATION
take on this motion by Senator Knowles to
suspend standing orders is to support it, but Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE (Western
only on this basis: | believe that there hagwustralia) (7.08 p.m.)—I utterly agree with
never been a case in this chamber where téhat has been proffered by the Leader of the
Australian Labor Party has not given leave foDpposition in the Senate (Senator Faulkner).
a personal explanation to be made. | believie have, myself, been subject to refusal of

it is appropriate that a senator wanting— leave to make a personal explanation time and
Senator Teague—That is right. You are fime again since | departed from the ranks of
100 per cent right. my illustrious colleagues. | find it utterly

offensive, intimidating to some, certainly
T%il‘?‘:;efA%b'éwER_Thank you, Baden. horyerse.” and having absolutely no merit.
Y ' What | said to Senator Knowles—it is not her
Senator Robert Ray—You should never, fault that she has got limited scope of this sort
ever compliment this bloke. of understanding—was that | wanted an
Senator FAULKNER—Thank you, Robert. e€xplanation as to what she wanted leave for.

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT — When she refused to provide it, of course she
Order, please! was refused leave. | support the motion for

... the suspension of standing orders, and | will
Senator FAULKNER—The opposition pe delighted to speak to it.

takes the view that a senator has the right to
make a personal explanation. Leave has neverQuestion resolved in the affirmative.
been refused by the opposition. In these
circumstances, the opposition will support the Senator KNOWLES (Western Australia)—
suspension of standing orders. The matteMr Acting Deputy President, | wish to take
that go to the internecine travails of thebut a few minutes because that is all that it
Western Australia branch or division of theneeds to state that | thoroughly repudiate the
Liberal Party are not matters of particulafilthy description that Senator Crichton-
concern to me, although | know that they ar&rowne alleged that | had used against former
of interest to others. Senator Durack. It is thoroughly untrue. It is
Senator Alston—Not like the old New symptomatic of what has been history rewrit-
South Wales division ten over and over again over the last 12
) months. | do not wish to enter into the debate
Senator FAULKNER—Only of the Labor any further than to simply say that it is
Party. These are not matters of interest to thentrye—like everything else he has been
opposition. But | make this serious pointgaying in relation to me, and to present and
through you, to Senator Hill— past colleagues, over the last 12 months.
The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Maybe he would much prefer to tell us about
Order, please! Senator Faulkner has the calis recent trips to Broome and to Norfolk
point, Mr Acting Deputy President, to SenatofXPense under other names.
Hill. You have an opposition attempting to Senator Crichton-Browne—I never
cooperate with a government in relation to théhought | was going to have so much fun on
business before the chamber—a governmemiy last day.
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The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT— Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE —With
Senator Crichton-Browne— the greatest respect, Mr Acting Deputy Presi-

Senator Crichton-Browne—I am going to dent—and | admi_re your intrinsic wisdom—I|
actually miss this place now. For a momeniought I was doing that.
| thought | would not. The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT — Those remarks that reflect on you, | should
Senator Crichton-Browne, that was not &Y
motion moved by Senator Knowles. She Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE—For
moved to suspend standing orders so that sheodness sake, they do, because Senator
could make a personal explanation, and shénowles has alleged that what | said was
has made her personal explanation. untrue. Of course it reflects on me. A man of

Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE (Western dignity and of integrity can easily be offended

Australia)—Well, | seek leave—I seek similarPy any suggestion that he is doing less than
leave. telling the full truth.

Leave granted. The other matter—having dealt with the
Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE —Thank first which demonstrates the way that Senator

you, Mr Acting Deputy President. There areKnOWIes struggles with the truth—
two matters. The first is that Senator Knowles The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —
seems to be incapable of comprehending theenator Crichton-Browne, you cannot debate
definition of truth. | did not wish to labour the issue. You can—
the point, and the great mistake you ever Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE —I am
make in politics is to pick up somebody’snot debating the issue. | am responding to her
trivial comment and make a big deal of itallegations. She has made certain assertions
because, in itself, it becomes a big deahgainst me and | am responding. That is
Senator Knowles is known widely in Liberalpretty clear, with the greatest respect. Senator
Party circles for describing a relationship witfknowles alleged in the media, nationally, that
Senator Durack as a definition of necrophiliashe was under police protection as she had
| had just flicked that past as— received death threats from me. Of course, the
Senator Alston—Mr Acting Deputy Presi- Federal and state police both put statements
dent, | rise on a point of order. My under-out which demonstratged that it was a f_abrlca—
standing is that Senator Crichton-Browne haéon of hers and a flight of fantasy in her
sought leave to make a personal explanatidRind. Subsequently—

in response to remarks made by SenatorThe ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —

Knowles. That is consistent with the view thaSenator Crichton_Browne, you cannot reflect

we all adopt—that where people feel thempn another senator.

selves maligned they ought to have the

opportunity to explain themselves. But | do Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE—I am

not think that licence extends to repeatin§©t reflecting on her.

comments about other members of this parlia- The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —

ment. That is not a personal explanation; thatou can make a personal explanation.

is simply an opportunity to make criticisms of Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE —I will

others. 1 would therefore ask that you C(.m.ﬁn;Jst tell you the truth. The Federal Police,

Senator Crichton-Browne to explainingeonirary to Senator Knowles’s view, put out

matters that have reflected adversely UpOf press statement saying it was all nonsense.

him. And so did the state police. What she said
The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —I was a reflection upon me—utterly and totally

uphold that point of order. Senator Crichtonuntrue, unsubstantiated and without a shred of

Browne, if you wish to make a further per-evidence, and in fact deserves to be referred

sonal explanation you must confine it to thosey this chamber to the privileges committee.

remarks that were made by Senator Knowles.would be delighted to see that happen, |
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would be delighted to give evidence, and | Motion (by Senator Shor) proposed:
would be delighted to have Senator Knowles That the message be considered in committee of
do exactly the same thing. the whole immediately.

I can think of no less unpleasant allegation Senator CARR (Victoria) (7.17 p.m.)—I
against a senator than to have that sort ofiove:
assertion made. She made it on the ABC andomit all words after "That", substitute "the
she subsequently made it on Radio 6PR iBenate now proceed to valedictory speeches and
Perth. As far as | am concerned, that demomesponses in accordance with the order of the
strates the level of integrity, honesty an enate of 26 June 1996 and that no other business

; ; __be considered before the question for the adjourn-
fairness, and the capacity for truthfulness ment of the Senate is proposed today.

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT — The Senate has had a long and trying day.
That is not a personal explanation. You are )

Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE—Thank Yo! have failed.
you for that wise advice. | might say that Senator CARR—Senator Alston, there are
Senator Knowles’s claims are utterly untru§ome difficulties, | would suggest, for the
and | am looking forward, with both hands inanager of government business, who has
deep pockets, to having that tested in th ought agreement around the chamber. The

; ifficulty has been that there have been
appropriate forum. matters raised in the chamber which have
WORKPLACE RELATIONS AND thrown the program out of whack a little.
OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT There have been matters, in terms of what

BILL 1996 Senator Short has done this evening, which

. . have tested the patience of the opposition to
First Reading a considerable degree.

Bill received from the House of Representa- We approached today's proceedings with

tives. the intention to be cooperative and flexible,
Motion (by Senator Kemp) agreed to:  and to provide assistance to the government
That this bill may proceed without formalitiesin providing an orderly routine of business. It
and be now read a first time. is unfortunate that events have occurred this
Bill read a first time. evening that have not allowed that to proceed.
) We have reached the point where, | think, the
Referral to Committee patience of senators is sorely tried.

The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT There have been discussions about the

(Senator Fergusom—Pursuant to the Order yrospect of a dinner break. That, of course,
that the Senate agreed to on 23 May 1996 thigys peen put to one side. | think it would be
Workplace Re_latlons and Other '—eg'5|at'0rhppropriate, though, to allow the senators who
Amendment Bill 1996 stands referred to thgyish to participate in the valedictory speeches
Economics References Committee for congy do so, and to allow those senators who
sideration and report by 22 August 1996. \yish to undertake other duties to do so. There

DEVELOPMENT ALLOWANCE are staff members who have not had any
AUTHORITY AMENDMENT BILL breaks at all today. There are senators here
1996 who have not had any breaks at all today.

. . There are important matters that need to be
Consideration of House of considered. The retirement of senators from
Representatives Message this chamber is one occasion on which im-
Message received from the House of Repr@ortant business is conducted; that is, col-
sentatives acquainting the Senate that theagues are able to say a few words on their
House has agreed to the bill with amendmenfsassing. That is the matter that ought now to
in which it desires the concurrence of theake precedence in the Senate. | understand
Senate. that there is support across the chamber—
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although not necessarily on that side of the Senator FAULKNER—It is right. What
chamber—for such a proposition to proceediou said in your contribution a few minutes

Senator HILL (South Australia—Leader of 290 Was simply not true.
the Government in the Senate) (7.19 p.m.)— Senator Hill—Ask your manager. There
We, on this side, are a very cooperative lotvas an understanding that we would deal with
But | think it is a bit rich, given that three messages if they came back.

hours of the day was taken up by your cen- Senator FAULKNER—Read page 46 of
sure motion. That is what has made the daye Notice Paper You cannot have it both
different in its timing to that which was ways. That is the government’s motion. |
expected. | would have thought that yoyvant to make this clear: there are still a
would not have thought it was unreasonablgumber of items on the government's legisla-
to do a bit more of the government businesgye program that you wish to deal with
which would have been done during that timepefore the end of this sitting, as | understand

However, we are realists and we can counit, and this motion does not preclude those
You have told us that you have countednatters being dealt with.
already; you have the numbers for that motion For its part, the opposition will be facilita-
and that is the only business that we will being all those items being dealt with before
transacting tonight. If that is so, then that ishe conclusion of these sittings. The way that
the case. But there is some important legislavill occur is through the Senate’s sitting
tion that could have been considered. The firsdmorrow. That is how it will occur. That has
bill, the development assistance bill, coultheen planned for a long time, again through
have been done expeditiously and concluded. motion moved by the manager of govern-
That would have been sensible programmingnent business in this place. So it was not fair
| am opposed to your amendment but, witlind reasonable for you to make the contribu-
the numbers, you can hijack the business a®n you did; you know it was false.

you see fit. Senator Hill—I will make another one—

p.m.)—Let us be absolutely clear about thig,ake it accurate. Try to tell the truth.

situation. Senator Kemp moved a variation t; Senator Alston—l raise a point of order.

the routine of business. Included in tha t at the Svd T Hall
variation to the routine of business was thig Ol @€ not at the sydney fown Hall now.
paragraph: ou know that you cannot get up and say,

) ‘You know that is false.” That is casting an
(2) That from approximately 4.30 p.m. on 27 Jungmpytation that clearly transgresses the stand-
or, if no proposal pursuant to standing order 75 'ﬁ’lg orders. | know that you reckon anything
received— :

goes, where you come from. But you happen

none was— to be in the Senate, where we do have some
from approximately 3.30 p.m. on 27 June, valedictules for the game, and you should do your
tory speeches and responses may be made withdogst to comply with them.

any question before the chair. The ACTING DEPUTY PRESIDENT —|
Your manager moved that motion, Senatahink that the suggestion of a motive of
Hill. It is true to say that there was a censurentruth could perhaps be withdrawn.

motion; the Senate did see fit to censure Senator FAULKNER—I withdraw that,

Senator Herron, the Minister for Aboriginal : ; ;
! . r Acting Deputy President. But | think the
and Torres Strait Islander Affairs, today. Bu{‘\gcord isgclearporilthis. Let us also make clear,

| say this very clearly: there had never beeg i, the opposition’s perspective. that the
anything other in the Senate than the intentiop »tiers tha?rzthe goverﬁmeﬁt wishes to deal
to deal from either 3.30 this afternoon, giveryith will be dealt with. It seems to me that
no urgency motion or MPI— in the circumstances, this is a sensible ap-
Senator Hill—That is not right. proach that will not in any way prevent the
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business from being dealt with before thé&now how much time will be taken on bills.
conclusion of this sitting, being 3.45 p.m. orSometimes, bills can take far longer than one
Friday. This is absolutely within the spirit, expects, and sometimes they can be dealt with
and the letter, of what was proposed by than an expeditious manner.

manager of government business. We felt that it was important that the Senate

It is for that reason that | think the suggesshould make sure that it dealt with the busi-
tions that have been made by the Leader ofess that was before it in an efficient manner
the Government in the Senate do not stargb that the other place, which may be waiting
any scrutiny; they are obviously outside théor our responses to various messages, could
spirit of the proposals the government has puteal with those responses effectively. A very
before us in relation to the days and hours aflear understanding emerged from last night's
meeting of the Senate and the Senate’s routingeeting that we would conduct the valedicto-
of business. | think that the record is absoluteies, but at the same time, as messages came
ly clear in relation to that matter. As a resultfrom the other place, these would be dealt
| commend the motion that has been proposedth in a speedy and efficient manner. That
by the manager of opposition business to theas spelt out clearly, | think, to the under-
Senate. standing of all people.

Senator KEMP (Victoria—Manager of  We recognised, first of all, that this was an
Government Business in the Senate) (7.2éportant day, being the end of the sittings,
p.m.)—I listened with interest to Senatorand that we were saying goodbye to so many
Faulkner's contribution and perhaps | camolleagues. We recognised that we had to deal
shed a little more light on this matter. Inwith government business in an effective and
relation to the motion that Senator Faulkneefficient manner. We recognised that the other
mentioned that | moved—that, at least, iplace would be waiting for our responses to
correct. The wording of that motion evolvedmessages that came up here. So we all agreed
after a number of days of quite detailedhat we had to be flexible in dealing with the
consultation—which | am sure everyone willissues that came before this chamber today.

agree—with the leader of opposition business 11,5t is what we are sill seeking. We are

and the whips of the minor parties. What We,,t seeking to change the spirit. We think that
were seeking to do was to recognise that th|£was a pity that so much time was lost today
was an important day, both in the sense Gf, ye|ation to the censure motion. But | think

attempting to wind up the business of they colleagues would say, and senators would
sittings and also to farewell 10 senators Whﬁgree that an awful lot has been done to try

will be leaving this place—and | think that a5’ ensyre that the communication flows freely,
majority of those senators who are leaving argnq that people are well informed of what is
Labor Party senators. happening.

We recognised that the day was important. \we will oppose the motion, and then |

Senator Faulkner, you may be i”tereSt.egropose to move another motion which, in
because you mentioned the spirit. The spir ssence, would allow us to move rapidly on
was to see how we could accommodate g the valedictory speeches but deal quickly

reasonable farewell to those colleagues angdy effectively with messages that have come
at the same time, make sure that we cou

i up f the oth lace. There is the Devel-
deal with the wash up of government busiz p from he other p | v

opment Allowance Authority bill message.
ness. So, when we reached general agreemgiiiere will be a Customs bill message, which
on that, that motion was moved.

| believe is on its way. There may be others.
Last night there was another meeting whichVe will have to wait and see. So what |
the Labor Party, the whip, and the whips ofvould suggest is that we keep to the spirit of
the minor parties attended. In that meeting wihe agreement, which was hammered out over
went through the program. We recognised thébur or five days discussion, so that we can
in some circumstances it was a bit hard teay farewell in a sensible way to the senators
predict the time required because we do netho are leaving and at the same time make
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sure that we deal with the government busibus than the valedictory system in the Senate.
ness, which | think the community expects utn general, if you took a survey of the Senate,
to deal with, and make sure that the messaggsu would probably find that half of the
we receive are dealt with in an expeditioupeople in their heart of hearts would say that
fashion. they want to disappear when the valedictories
| know that the Labor Party will not be are on and go out and have a nice meal. You
supporting this. | think that is a pity. Peopleare threatening us, Senator Kemp, with actual-
are coming from different directions on thisly Pringing on business to drag us back here,
We understand the complications. But | thiniand that is what we are objecting to.
Senator Carr would confirm that an awful lot |t js less serious on this occasion than it
of work was done to try to nut out a reasoncould be, inasmuch as we know that you have
able agreement. So my appeal, Senator Caffgm nine o’clock tomorrow morning until
is also to you; but | hope that the Democrats3 45 p.m. Frankly, if you do not complete all
whom we consulted very carefully, will your business tomorrow, including this, in
choose not to support this motion. If thethat time, you are never going to. At least one
motion fails, | will move another motion jtem—if you do not complete it it will not be
which will, hopefully, allow us to deal with gur fault and it will not be yours—I suspect
the valedictories but also make sure that Wgill be talked out. All the rest will be done
can deal with messages that come up from theémorrow morning. So what the Senate is
other place. voting on now is really this decision: do we
Senator ROBERT RAY (Victoria) (7.31 start valedictories at a reasonable hour now
p.m.)—This is an ideal opportunity for aand finish them by about 10 o’clock, or do
backbench senator to make an unctuowse accede to Senator Kemp’s view that we
speech on the failure of the Manager oWill have interspersed government business
Government Business (Senator Kemp) and @mongst all this? Everyone has to hang
point out how far he has mucked it up. But laround for something we could easily do

will not. between nine and ten tomorrow morning.
Senator Hill—Have you heard those | think the argument is overwhelming to at
speeches before? least get up at a reasonable hour. | have never

Senator ROBERT RAY—Yes. | know been accused of being someone dripping with
them word for word. Senator Kemp has lefentimentality, and | am not doing that yet,
the cat out of the bag. | thought that hdut if you look around the chamber you see
wanted to get his particular way because dhe departing senators poking their heads in
something to do with the Senate; but it hathe door. | think we should at least let them
now become apparent that the stick has be&gve all of that out of the road. Then the only
put to him by the people over in the House oghoice is whether you go on to government
Representatives, who do not like waiting ofusiness or not later tonight, which will be
the Senate’s pleasure. That is a pleasure thaftout 10 o’clock. I think that is foolish. You
they had for 13 years, and | do not want t¢an get rid of all the rest of the formalities
deprive them of that any more. They can siuilt up tonight between nine and ten in the
there waiting right through tomorrow, as farmorning. Then, | understand, there is one

as | am concerned, because they were forcéther major piece of legislation to consider.
to so often. We do not know whether that will be talked

| think the problem with what SenatorUt Of not.

Kemp has had to say really goes to the It seems to me that we should support
guestion of when we are going to start th&enator Carr's motion. | do not think the
valedictories. Do not think that we on thismotion that Senator Kemp has foreshadowed
side are that keen about valedictories. We areoving, Mr Acting Deputy President, can be
never as sentimental as your side about thopet because it is a contradiction of this one.
particular things, and we have other methodReally, they should throw the dice on this one
of farewelling people that are far less torturand get on with the rest.



2446 SENATE Thursday, 27 June 1996

Amendment agreed to. You are retiring in circumstances that may
Motion, as amended, agreed to. not be particularly happy, but you cannot

' ’ blame us for that. In this instance we are not
VALEDICTORIES the guilty party. In some ways such circum-

i - stances possibly make it harder to face retire-
Senator HILL (South Australia—Minister . ont from this place. Be that as it may, we,

for the Environment)—The Senate will be &, this side of the chamber, certainly wish
different place when we return; some 1 ou well in the next phase of your life.

senators from different parties, reflecting ver ) ) o
different points of view, will not be with us.” Secondly, if I go down in order of seniority,

It is appropriate that we take a few minute$ have my friend and colleague Baden
to acknowledge their contribution to thisTeague. Baden was elected in 1977. | gave a
Senate and to public life generally and tdittle speech the other night for Baden in
wish them well as they move on to the nexwhich | concluded that he was never really
phase of their lives. suited to politics. | reached that conclusion
because, firstly, he is a gentleman; secondly,

I want to mention each of them but | will o5 mes from the intelligentsia of our com-
do so briefly, because | understand that the'i‘ﬁunity' thirdly, he is a man with a con-

will be a lot of speakers in this debate. |

suspect the 10 retiring senators would like técience.; and, fourthly, he is committed to
take the chance to have their last word. dvancing public_policy, which_probably

disqualifies most of us. Certainly, Baden, you
Senator Jones—Change the numbers! have demonstrated that the qualities of being
. : . .. a gentleman and of being fair, reasonable and

Ofsé%r\]/?égrfg'rl IE}I; e fﬁﬂgepossesr:tg%?"\]/gnueial t\),'\;[” houghtful, still have a place within Australian

mention senators in order of seniority, exceq%ontt'cs ar?d we agpremate that contribution
for the President, whom | will deal with "2+ YOU have made.

first—I will give him that extra recognition of  That you have brought to us your intellect
his stature as President. Mr President, ydoas been useful in so many ways. You have
have risen to high office in this place; fewalways been a thoughtful contributor who has
have that opportunity and we acknowledgegiven careful consideration to what he has to
your contribution as such. The role of thesay; a man with a very real conscience; a
President of this chamber, | think, is muchmoral man, which does not do any of us any
more difficult now than it once was. It isharm, and someone dedicated to public
more difficult now than it was when | startedpolicy. | think of the contributions that Baden

in the Senate. The nature of the Senate hdgague has made in areas of foreign policy,
changed substantially. | will not say it wasparticularly in areas of education, and more
just with the advent of Senator Faulkner, butecently in areas of constitutional reform,

it is a vigorous chamber now in a way thawhich | think might have come to Senator

perhaps it once was not. Particularly duringeague a little late in his parliamentary

guestion time it no doubt stretches theareer. But, if Australia does move to a
President’s capacity. republic, he will probably be recognised as

We do recognise your achievements ang"® Of the fathers of that republic.

wish you well. | wanted to specifically ac- It is appropriate at this time to recognise the
knowledge some of the work that you havevork that he has done in so many different
done for the Senate out of the chambegreas, those that | have mentioned and those
particularly some of your international work,within the Senate itself. He is someone who
specifically Burma. | know that you havehas always respected and appreciated the
been prepared to use the stature of your officRenate committee system and what it can do
to try and help bring about change in Burmdo contribute to better legislation and appro-
towards democracy and an improved humagriate accountability of government. Baden
rights environment. | admire you for havingTeague is someone | admire and someone |
been prepared to do that. particularly wish well for in the future.
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Thirdly, 1 want to mention Gerry Jones,about that task and use the full opportunities
who has snuck up pretty high on the list nowthat are open to a senator.

He came in when | did, elec_ted in 1980_. Very experienced, Michael Baume has

Gerry Jones, from my observation anyway, igontributed to this place in such areas as arts,
actually another gentleman of_ j[he S_e”ate-Heritage, sport and youth. He also has con-
recognise Gerry's sense of political history; kjgerable experience in the area of health. He
recognise some of the missions that he hagtjres from politics having contributed at the

adopted. | think of his attitude to gun controlygcal electorate level in a marginal seat,

which is a good lesson to the Australianowing the needs of a community and being
community. He is someone who really isyrepared to service that community as a
prepared to put into practice what he believegjiamentarian, and now, at the level of the
| was reminded of the fact that he said thatenate, recognising the contribution that this

when he retired he believed there was ghamber can make to better improve the
strong argument that he should be replaced ygisjative process.

a woman parliamentarian. We all very easily
claim that there should be a better proportion
of the sexes in this place but it is anothep"" . ol
thing to go one step further and try and put i arliamentary adviser to our mission in New

; : ork. | understand he found himself quite
into practice. | acknowledge the work tha%\gracted to the city of New York. | do not

We will miss his determination and his
kills. He did serve, very ably, recently as a

Gerry Jones has done in the years that he h 4 .
been here. | think he has been a strong as ow whether that is related to his plans for
. e future, but I am sure that, whatever

to this place and he can be very proud of hIservice he fulfils for the community in the

contribution also. future, he will do it well. So | wish Michael
Noel Crichton-Browne came in at the sam&aume all the best.
time. Noel and | came in together; we were | do not know Bryant Burns as well, but
the only two Liberals. We had known eachyou do not need to know Bryant Burns well
other before. We had both had long organisao appreciate his sincerity and his commit-
tional backgrounds in politics, we had bothment to his roots and to the values that he
been party presidents in our respective statésrings to this place. They are never hidden far
and | guess coming in together and learninfom view. Whenever those values are tested
the game together we really built quite a clos@ithin debate or in any other way, Senator
friendship. | have to say that | regret thaBurns is on his feet, and | respect that.
things ultimately went so wrong and | regret |, ic very much a Labor man, committed

}he _cwcum;tanceﬁ Im Wh'C?\l Nloel IS nowigr traditional Labor ideals, who, as | said,

tﬁzvanegxtus'ha:(\e/eorg ﬁgﬁ?e ?Swisohehrirrli)\\//\?eslloiﬂ ings a particular set of values and skills to

that rega?d this place which helps us in the sense that we
' seek to reflect the community as a whole. As

Michael Baume came to us from the Hous&€ Labor Party has changed over the years
of Representatives, a dogged politician | thinkowards what | might describe as the techno-
| would have to say, someone who has denf'ats and the intellectuals, | think it is critical-
onstrated since he has been in the Senate hdmportant—though it sounds a bit gratui-
you can extract every opportunity from theous of me, doesn't it, Senator Faulkner?—
Senate practices to advance your politicahat the old Labor men still have a place
objective. That has been a good lesson to jithin the game, and that is important for
senators, that this chamber does provide mofgistralian politics.
than adequate opportunities to press a political Senator Burns has carried out his Senate
point of view and, particularly in Michael's functions very professionally—too profession-
case, to ensure to the fullest extent accountaly one night. | can remember he got very
bility of government and government adminiselose to throwing me out of a committee
tration. Michael has given us a lesson sincehen he was chairing it. | thought it was
he has been in the Senate as to how to gwactically impossible to throw someone out
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of a committee, but it was the closest | eveBpindler. | do acknowledge that he was
came. | learnt from that that you do not crosalways very committed to the Senate and the
Senator Burns when he is in the chair. Sen&enate processes, and that has been a very
tor, I wish you well in your retirement also. worthwhile contribution to this place which

Robert Bell has not been here for so long/V€ recognise tonight. I wish you well in the
coming in 1990. He is a Democrat fromfuture as well.
Tasmania. He is somebody who is also Senator Christabel Chamarette may not
dedicated to his beliefs. He is not afraid ohave been here long, but we will all remem-
hard work and makes a lot of sense in whaier her. | suspect that my predecessor in this
he says. | guess | had most contact witBeat, Gareth Evans, will probably remember
Robert Bell in the education portfolio. | haveher more than | will. She did seem to frustrate
to say he was well informed and alwayssareth somewhat.
presented a good argument, even if | did not
agree with it on all occasions—although on Sdenattor d(;thamarette—You could never
some occasions we actually did agree witHnaerstand it
each other. It was back in the days when, Senator HILL —I could not understand
occasionally, the Democrats voted with us. why when | was on th_e other side of the
Senator Boswel—Gee whiz, can you chamber. Again, she is a very stubborn
remember that? person. It is interesting how many senators
. seem to fit that pattern, Mr President. She was
Senator HILL —It seems a long time ago

; ? : ery stubborn and very strong in her beliefs,
now. Robert Bell's interests in education an y y 9

: ! X ~and, if | might say, with respect, influenced
industrial relations matters have left their 9 Y P

k h d d d b a little by her background in the service
mark on theHansardrecord. | would not be \ofassion when she worked in prisons and so
at all surprised if we see Robert Bell back i

: rth. Therefore, she is very much a fighter
the Senate some day in the future. | do nqgr the underdog. Senator, | am sorry that we
know whether it will be as a Democrat; | aMyere not able to persuade you to the merits of
not sure about their future. Robert, | wish yoyne Natural Heritage Trust because | thought
well in whatever attack you decide to taknare was an opportunity there for you to go
from here on. out as a national hero, but, nevertheless—

Sid Spindler |1 have known a bit longer , )
because Sid and l—another Democrat, th.I.SrSenator Boswel—It's not too late; we can

time from Victoria—have been here longer. ing the legislation ont

He was elected in 1990. Senator Spindler andSenator HILL —Yes, if we can do a deal,

| shared a number of committees over ave will bring the Telstra bill back in tomor-
number of years, particularly in the legal areaow, but | suspect we will not be able to. |
He is, | have to say again, a senator who iknow that, as Senator Chamarette leaves here,
always dedicated to his views, consistent ishe will be looking for more good causes to
his views and a very determined person, buytursue and more individuals within our

| find that most people who come into poli-society that she can serve. Senator, | wish you
tics—who are prepared to suffer the traumwell in your retirement from this place as
of getting here and the type of life that itwell.

provides—have a certain steel, and Senator| ast put not least, and almost inappropriate
Spindler certainly has that. to mention, is Senator Wheelwright because
I have to say that he had a little bit ofhe has hardly got here. | suspect it will not be
trouble in catching up with the economiclong before he is back again. It is not a real
realities of the new world, but, neverthelesgetirement; it is just one of those unfortunate
| guess there has got to be someone in thigrcumstances of politics. | do not think |
place who will never reform and who stillneed to say more in that regard. It is an
believes that tariffs are the answer—and hiateresting group of retiring senators. It is a
will never be convinced otherwise. That isvery large number in the history of this
something that we do know about Senatgslace—10 leaving at the one time. It will
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mean that we come back with a very differeninformally this morning that | tend to have a

body from the one we leave in the last feweasonably loud voice. | am sure that is the

days of this session. only reason that you have seen fit on one or
All senators, | believe, can be proud in theifWo occasions to call me to order for interjec-

own ways of the contributions they have'Ons-

made to our parliament, to the Senate and toMr President, you have made a very signifi-
the community as a whole. In summarygcant contribution to our party, not only in the
therefore, on my own behalf and that of myparliament but also at an organisational level.
colleagues, | certainly wish them all well inl, for one, have a background in machine
their retirement. politics and | appreciate that. Your service to

Senator FAULKNER (New South Wales— Labor goes not only to your role in this

Leader of the Opposition in the Senate)—ORarliament, which has been a very important
behalf of the opposition, | join with the one, but also to your position as state secre-

Leader of the Government in the Senate iy Of the Western Australian branch of the
expressing good wishes to those senators wh@P0r Party. You have played a very influen-
are retiring. It is a significant number, as we!@! and key role within the Labor Party at a
have heard. | would like to say a little abouf?@tional level. | certainly acknowledge that
all those who are retiring, in perhaps a slightdnd, on behalf of the opposition, I wish you
ly different order from the one Senator HillWell for the future. | have certainly enjoyed
Used. | might deal with opposition senator¥/0rking with you as a member of the Labor
first and then with the non-Labor senator§2UCus.

who are retiring. To my friend and colleague, Bryant Burns,

First, let me say to you, Mr President, in 4 @M sure we are all going to miss you very
personal sense and also from members of tHa{CN as someone who has been a very
opposition that you have our best wishes o rthright and courageous contributor to the
your retirement from this place. | really-aPor caucus. You have made a very valuable
believe that being President of the Senate fontribution since 1987, representing the state
a very difficult role in our parliamentary Of Quéensland in the Senate. You are one
system. | think it requires more skills thanP€rson who, throughout your parliamentary
being Speaker of the House of Represent§@r€er, has never forgotten that you had a life
tives. You are in the chamber here where ngefore politics and that life before politics had
political party has a majority, where neithe@n absolutely dedicated commitment to the
the government nor the opposition can pRrinciples of the Labor Party and the Labor
absolutely certain how any procedural mattdpovement. You have not forgetten that all the
will finally conclude. The pressures on alime you have been here.

President of the Senate are very significant, You were fond of properly reminding the
indeed. | believe that you have conductetdabor caucus, and, where appropriate, Labor
yourself at all times with very great dignity. ministers of those fundamental principles.
You have struggled manfully to improveYou are also the only retiring Labor senator
parliamentary standards in this place. | am natho is from the same faction of the Labor
sure that | have always necessarily helped ydarty—the left faction—that | am a member
in this task as | have interjected on one oof. Bryant, | appreciate the personal support
two occasions that | can recall. that | received throughout the time we worked

For a number of years | have been in a ver{Pgether in the left of the party.
disadvantageous situation in relation to the More importantly, | think your very strong
President. For three years | was Manager @bmmitment to our party and the principles
Government Business in the Senate during thieat our party stands for, and also the fact that
life of the Labor administration and | was theyour long and meritorious service in the trade
nearest senator to you, Mr President. Now, afnion movement has been important to you,
course, as Leader of the Opposition in thbas meant that you have made a very import-
Senate, | am just as close. We were musirent contribution in this place and in the Labor
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caucus. | know it is appreciated amongst athpportunity to be a senator for a very short
the Labor senators and members of the Hougeriod. | think you came in in May last year.
of Representatives. We very sincerely wish know that you also realise how short a
you well in your retirement. period of time that has been. But | also know

| say to Senator Gerry Jones that | had thiat you have really enjoyed the time that you
privilege of working very closely with you for have had here. We believe you have made a
that one of the team of government whips &RUr Labor Senate team here, and we have
the time was off on an overseas trip. We haffally appreciated working closely with you
a Labor Senate caucus meeting and | made' that all too short amount of time.

what | think was one of the biggest mistakes | .. . . .
of my political life. At the time when we | first worked with Tom quite a long time

- . . Tom was the education research officer
were thinking about who on earth could sI|pago
into the role of acting deputy whip for theOf the New South Wales branch of the Labor

: Party from 1981 to 1984. Those days in the
government, | slipped out the back and made .
a telephone call to my office. | went to theLabor Party were different from what they are

telephone booth with no position in theNOW and they were very different days in the

parliamentary party; | came out and found ew SOUH.‘ \{(Vales tiranch Oll; the Labor Party.
had been unanimously elected in my absen&© ot think 1 would be telling any secrets,
as the acting deputy government whip. om, if | said we were actually in different
factions then. | would not be telling any
Senator Jones—And unopposed, too. secrets if | said we are in different factions
Senator FAULKNER—ANd unopposed, now. But the fact that you and | have been
which did not surprise me, | might say. Thagble to work closely together in the period
began a long association of working veryhat you have been in the Senate is very clear
closely with you in the whip’s office. evidence that our party has changed and
Throughout that time we developed a vergvolved since that time.
good and close working relationship which | , , ) ] )
always enjoyed. | think you made a very | think our working relationship back in
significant contribution to our party, particu-1981 was probably a bit rough, frankly, at
larly in your role here as government whip irfimes. But in the time that you have been in
the Senate. You, too, served in the partihe Senate it has been a very, very good
machine over a long period. You, too, serve#orking relationship. Not only have | person-
in state parliament. Your contribution to our@lly enjoyed working with you; | think we all
party has extended over a very long perioficknowledge that you have made a very

You have always conducted yourself witimportant contribution to our party in both
very great distinction. government and opposition. | know that you

| say again on behalf of my colleagues tha?(rje keen to serve again in the parliament, so

we genuinely appreciate what you have bee€
able to achieve. We appreciate your loyalty téb
our party and, | am sure, the personal suppié

o not think this will be the last valedictory

eech that someone makes in relation to you.

m sure we will see you back here again. |
sure that you will continue your long and

you have been able to give so many of us i istinguished service in support of our party.

your time as government whip. We genuinel
wish you the very best for the future. There are also a number of non-Labor
The only other Labor colleague who issenators retiring. As | did with my colleagues
retiring is Senator Wheelwright. | noticed thafrom the Labor Party, let me deal with those
Senator Hill, in very briefly mentioning non-Labor senators in alphabetical order.
Senator Wheelwright, said he expected Sen&enator Bell, you were involved in a very
tor Wheelwright to be back in the parliamentough election campaign for the final Senate
at some stage in the future. I, too, expect thaeat in Tasmania. | think it was a real knock-
that will be the case, and we will see yowown, drag-out fight in the last election for
back in the parliament. You have only had athat Senate seat. It was one that was in doubt
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for the longest period of time, a tough fight | always thought it interesting, Senator
on the ground, and it was a close result. Chamarette, that your background is as what
is described as a clinical psychologist. |
You and Senator-elect Brown really wengyays thought that must have been of enor-
toe to toe, because | think everyone undefnoys help for someone who was going to be
stood at the time that that seat really camg senator. | do not know what you are plan-
down to either you or Senator-elect Browning 1o do in the future. Your vote has often
serving in this place for the next term. As weyeap, very important in this place. You
all know, you fell under the line. | know thatobviously, have a very high public profile and

you are not going to give away your politicalyaye pecome, | think, a very well-known
career or political ambitions as a result of thaky|itical figure in this country as a result.

setback. | can only say to you that from th

opposition’s perspective you have been a! do not know whether you plan to be a

working. | think we always had a very courte2 few years in the Senate must be a tremen-

ous and proper relationship. You have nevéfous contribution to that career if you intend

been backward in coming forward and ex0 pursue it in the future. On behalf of the
also.

| have certainly found that even though at Senator Crichton-Browne is retiring. We

times we have not voted the same way and, " jitie earlier in the chamber that perhaps
there have been some significant politic

ot all is well in the Western Australian

differences, we have been able to conduct Ol of the Liberal Party. Much of this has
political debates in a spirited way but also INacome well-known in the public arena
a very proper and dignified way. | believe '

you have made a very significant contribution Senator Schachi—You are a master of
to this place. We wish you well for the future.understatement, Senator.

_ Senator FAULKNER—Thank you, Sena-

cal battle that took place in Western Australia®"- | ¢an sfa%/ very honestly that r':.] thﬁ time
There was a different result in that case. penator Crichton-Browne was in this ¢ amber

well remember when Senator Chamarettd® Sruck me as a senator who had a real
came into the chamber on the resignation gasp of the standing and sessional orders of

Senator Vallentine and a couple of the earl f:(_s pIa(I::e. He Wast_ a viry effeclgve ptregdm_g
skirmishes that | had with her in relation too 'cEl- "0 SOME Me he was Deputy Fresi-

: : : nt and Chairman of Committees. | believe
&n: rﬂggnce or otherwise at whips meetings a'?ﬁat, throughout the time he held those posi-

tions, he was proactive in the role. | think he
Naturally, in the roles | have played in this!mew his way around the sessional and stand-
place—as Manager of Government Businedgg orders of the Senate.

in the Senate, particularly, and before that as| pave always acknowledged that Senator
whip—I needed to talk a lot to the minorcrichton-Browne has a machine background
parties and the independent senators in thi$ the Liberal Party. Machine men in the
place. | got to know you very well, Senator| jhera| Party are little different from machine
Chamarette, over the years that you have beg{en in the Labor Party—or machine opera-
here. tors, if you like. But anyone with that sort of

ackground brings certain skills to a place

We have not always agreed, as you knov@( . . :
In fact, on many occasions we have disagreef€ this. ! think Senator Crichton-Browne
ften demonstrated those skills in the cham-

| hope that our party has been able to talk t
you frankly and honestly. | know that the“€"

communication we have with you has always | do not know what the future holds for

been reciprocated in the same spirit. That iSenator Crichton-Browne. | suspect he is still
appreciated by us. a very influential figure in the Western Aus-

Senator Chamarette was in a similar politi
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tralian division of the Liberal Party. | am But you are a person who, while putting

pretty confident in saying that | am sure heour views forthrightly, can very rarely be

will have a continuing involvement in West-accused of being disorderly. | know that you
ern Australian politics. We look forward to have had to call me to order on quite a few
seeing how that develops in the future. Weccasions, but | have very rarely seen you go
wish him well in his future career, whateverbeyond the invisible line in that respect. We
it might be. acknowledge what you have been able to

Senator Sid Spindler is also retiring. Sid, fchieve in this place and the way that you
can honestly say that you have been one §fve put your point of view. We certainly
the great contributors in this place. Wheneve#S0 acknowledge that you have been a very
| come back to my office after having beerfourteous, albeit a very committed, member
doing something around this building and se@f your political party. We also wish you well
a debate in this chamber, more often than n&2" the future.

ther.e IS Sgnator Spllndler on his feet. | also understand that Senator Baume is
Sid, I will let you in on a secret. When | retiring. | first heard about this by reading it
was the Manager of Government Business i the paper. Senator Baume is not the first
the Senate, | found it terribly frustrating thatygjitician to represent his country overseas. It
you had so much to say about so many a very important responsibility for anyone,
things. | acknowledge the good sense in manyespective of whether they have had a
of the contributions that you made. But, ahackground in politics and parliament. As
times, as we tried to roll the parliamentarysenator Hill said in relation to Senator
program along, it could be a little frustrating.gaume, 1 am sure that many of us well
Now | am not frustrated about it at all, andremember his approach to his parliamentary
now you are leaving. responsibilities. | think | can say that | will,
Other senators would also acknowledgaeot the least because of one or two things he
Sid’s sincerity and the extent of the contribusaid about me this afternoon. Senator Baume
tion that he has made in this place and ifs not retiring from public life. His role in
committees of the Senate. Sid, | know noNew York is an important one not only for
what you plan to do in your retirement.him but also for his country.
Whatever it is, | wish you well for the future

and hope that you enjoy the times ahead! say again to you, Mr President, and the
outside this place. other senators who are retiring that this a very

ignificant turnover in the number of senators
aving us at this time. To the 10 senators out

the 76 who sit in this chamber go our best
ishes for the future. On behalf of the oppo-
tion, we wish you well and thank you for
e contribution that you have made.

| can say to you, Baden Teague, that yo
are also a person who has really treated t
Senate and your responsibilities in this plac
with a very great degree of seriousness. Yo
have really taken your role as a senat
representing the state of South Australia an

as a member of the Liberal Party very seri- senator KERNOT (Queensland—Leader
ously. You have also been a very significanés the Australian Democrats)—We are all
contributor. very mindful that this is the last sitting day

| have been very interested to see in recefdr 10 of our senators. On behalf of the
months that you have made contributions iRustralian Democrats, | wish you all well
areas such as your commitment to progressingherever your lives lead you outside this
an Australian republic. You have put views irplace. While some of you are leaving involun-
relation to the future of higher education intarily, most of you are probably leaving with
this country. Many of the sentiments that yosome degree of reluctance and regret now that
have expressed in those debates are ones tti@ day has actually come. We all remember
| have shared. | cannot say that | have alwayghen we meet former colleagues just how
shared the sentiments you have expressedtipalthy and happy they look within a very
this place. short time of having left this place.
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| will begin by paying particular tribute to notion of a strong and united alternative
my two Democrat colleagues, Senator Sigolitical force in Australia.

Spindler and Senator Robert Bell. Although gjq'g capacity to work is legendary, and
we will return in the spring session with tWoggme of that legend will have to remain
! Uhsaid. | have to say that | really cannot see
sad day for the Democrats. Itis a day of 10Sgjq retiring in any sense of the word. For a
for us. As | said last night at a private funC-giart he will, as he said yesterday, be taking
tion when we farewelled Robert and Sid, thel[j a position as chair of the Anti-Slavery
departure and the departure of three of theﬁ%ciety, a role from which he will be able to

long-serving staff members—Lee Rivers, Bey, ;rg e ‘matters such as the exploitation of
Irving and Brian Austen—marks to us the 10Sgiid labour. an issue in which he led this

of some 45 years of parliamentary eXpe”enC?arliament. | am sure there are many other

For a small party like us, that is a wealth Ofsgyes Sid does not intend simply to let go by
experience that is not easily replaced. Wgqcause he is no longer a senator.

know that we will sorely miss it. A = ) o
Sid’s greatest contributions, in my opinion,

Sid Spindler retires after six years—it seembBave been in the areas of industry policy,
much longer; it is true that we have beeitrade and taxation policy, labour exploitation,
around together for a long time—as theupport for migrants and refugees and pursu-
Australian Democrats senator for Victoria. Adng the goal of bringing an end to discrimina-
others have said, it is fair to say that Sid igion based on the grounds of sexuality. In all
one person who has passed through this placé these areas, Sid has made a major and
who can honestly say that he has made significant contribution to national debate.
significant difference during his time here. InAnd in all of these areas, | think the years
his six years as a senator, Sid has never ongbead will show that he was a politician who
wavered in his commitment to redress inwas ahead of his time.

equality, injustice and exploitation. He has perhaps most significant of all is the ener-
battled against this country’s decade-longy the passion and the single-mindedness
determination and grit, as others have attestggiystice. It was not always an easy or a
to this evening, with intelligence and energysopular path to go down. Many of you will

and with consistency and courage. know of the famous statement of the Lutheran

theologian Martin Niemoller, who said of

Sid has never been afraid to stand up fgo a0y during the war, ‘When Hitler at-
what others would think might be unpopularta ked the Jews, | was not a Jew; therefore |

g?%sezg"g?i I?]?ulise' sH:i dh?os r?fevﬁ: '[t;]eeenaagrw s not concerned. When Hitler attacked the
roomg esterga' ‘| am aoind to keep tr pin ,VCathoIics, | was not a Catholic; therefore |
y Y going P U¥ING'\vas not concerned. When Hitler attacked the

even when he knew that nobody else Wagions and the industrialists, | was not a
going to vote for the amendments. He Wag amber of the unions, and | was not con-

going to talk to them just one more time. AScerned. Then Hitler attacked me and the

he said in his own valedictory speech yesters
day, a person is defined by one’s opponen Er%t:sctgrr:(t:g?]g:jc.p, and there was nobody left

as much as by one’s friends. If that is the

case, Sid has much to be proud of on both It is that sort of apathy and lack of vigi-
counts. lance against which Sid has fought for most

of his life. That is why he has stood up for
Sid was a founding member of the Demopeople with whom he does not necessarily
crats. Since the very beginning of our partypersonally identify, because, like Martin
he has played a critical role in its developNiemoller, he knows from personal experi-
ment and growth. He has been a party offience just how short is the distance between a
cial, a staffer and a senator. He has beaelatively civilised society and the descent
loyal, not just to the Democrats, but to theénto an oppressive and intolerant one.
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On behalf of all the Democrat senators antas had in this place. Perhaps most important-
on behalf of all our party members, | say tdy, Robert has always been true to the phi-
Sid that his long record of opposition tolosophy of which he spoke when he gave his
exploitation, discrimination and oppression igirst speech in the Senate six years ago. The
one of which he and we are very, very proudRingarooma Kid’ told the Senate of his time
I will miss his intellectual and personalas a teacher at the Friends School in Hobart
support in the party room. | wanted to puand how much he admired the Friends’
that on the record tonight. We wish him anghilosophy of a gentle, caring, humble and
Julia all the very best for their future. humanitarian concern for all people as equals.

As you know, Robert Bell leaves the Senate Robert is a living, breathing example of that
involuntarily, despite recording the Demo-philosophy. That is a great credit to him. It
crats’ second highest ever vote in Tasmanianay not have helped him win an election, but
He, too, leaves behind a strong record df says a lot about the sort of person he is,
action on a diverse range of issues, many @ind why we will miss him. On behalf of the
which reflect his great love for and commit-Democrats, | extend our very best wishes and
ment to his home state. Robert is truly pashanks to Robert and Jane, and Sally and
sionate about Tasmania, about its people at@hristopher.

its industries and about its economic and | want to say something briefly too about
environmental potential. our other colleagues who are retiring. Firstly,
That enthusiasm for all things Tasmaniano Senator Christabel Chamarette. Senator, |
combined with the fact that he genuinelyio not need to tell you that we have not
believes in getting out and talking to hisalways seen eye to eye—often on matters of
community—his mobile office is a very goodprocess—but | have to say that native title
example of that—has led Robert to be one afas truly, spectacularly, Cecil B. De Mille
the most effective representatives that thahemorable. Even though we have not always
state has had for a long time, and | thinkseen eye to eye, the Democrats respect your
Tasmanians will miss him. | think they will commitment to social justice and the environ-
come to wish he was still in the Senatenent. We thank you for your support on a
speaking out on their behalf. | think they willwide range of issues, support which | trust
come to appreciate the value of having gou feel has been reciprocated on occasions.
representative who is not focused on a singh/e wish you well for the future.
issue or limited spectrum of issues, but who To Senator Michael Beahan. on behalf of
$ggfnr§f1?2dassa£3vﬁg{gs about the wellbeing f_hfe Democrats, | extend my thanks for your
o _time as President of the Senate. We really
| do not want to imply that Robert’s contri- gppreciate that you have always been ap-
bution has been limited to Tasmanian matterproachable and even-handed, and that you
He has also made a major contribution imave carried out your duties fairly and honest-
many other areas—in particular, his record ify. That has been a very difficult task, particu-
opposing the dumping of toxic waste, inarly in the last few months.

opposing woodchipping in native forests, in (To Senator Baden Teague, you have always

speaking out against the use and effects @onducted yourself towards the Democrats

hazardous industrial chemicals and in raisinr%. . A
the dangers from electromagnetic radiatio’lt! one of the venom, misrepresentation
d shrillness that we note in some of your

l’gggﬁaﬁa%bﬂltelssues where Robert has | other colleagues. We thank you for that.

As our education spokesperson, he has led>€nator Panizza—Start naming a few.
the Democrats’ fight against fees for higher Senator KERNOT—Tonight is not the
education and against fees in state schools. Heght, but there is a certain absent senator for
has been a vigorous defender of the Australvhose valedictory | am really waiting. You
ian state school system. He has also been omél have to work that one out for yourself,
of the strongest advocates local governmeenator Panizza.
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Senator West—Are you sure there’s only tion. | wish Gerry and Rita a most rewarding
one? next phase of their lives.

Senator KERNOT—Mainly one. We have  Senator Tom Wheelwright was here for
often wondered and said to Senator Teagusuch a short time, that is true. | think you
‘What are you doing in the Liberal Party?’have made a vigorous and intelligent contri-
We were glad to have the opportunity to hav@ution to the economic debate in this cham-
that conversation with you in our party roomber. You were never afraid to challenge some
yesterday. We trust that your liberation frombf that comfortable rhetoric that your party
this place will enable you to pursue moremoved into in recent years. | admire you for
freely those interests which are close to youhat. When you say, as you did 10 times,
heart, particularly your passion for seeingThis is not my last speech,’ | really believe
Australia become a republic—a passion thafou. | hope you will be back here, but not at
we share. the expense of any New South Wales Demo-

To Senator Noel Crichton-Browne, if he isCats.

listening, we want to say that you too did Finally, from a personal perspective, |
credit to the position of Deputy Presidenkxtend my deep thanks and my deep wishes
when you occupied it. You were fair andig Sjd Spindler, Robert Bell and their staff—
impartial and conducted yourself with dignity.| ee Rivers, Bev Irving, Brian Austen and
We thank you for that. My best wishes go tq eonie Godridge. | warn all of them not to

you and your family in surviving what | think |50k too healthy and happy when next | see
was a pretty tough year. them.

My major memory of Senator Michael gonator BOSWELL (Queensland—Leader
Baume is that he has spoken on more repoigs e National Party of Australia in the

in this place than anybody else. We recogni enate)—| rise to join in the valedictory

his passionate commitment to the arts anfepate and make a contribution on behalf of
other cultural pursuits. | guess most peoplg,y National Party colleagues. Tonight we are
remember him for his interesting taste in pigsreyelling 10 senators. Some are retiring
ties and his pursuit of porkies. We wish himy, 6| ntarily and some are retiring voluntari-
well in his New York appointment and hopey, -~ the president, Baden Teague, Michael
that he is glad to leave his preoccupation wit aume, Gerry Jones, Bryant Burns, Sid
pigs behind him once and for all. Spindler, Robert Bell, Christabel Chamarette,

| was reminded today of when Senatodom Wheelwright and Noel Crichton-Browne
Bryant Burns and | shared the charter of are all leaving us tonight. Some have been
small plane to western Queensland for one dfere a long time. Baden Teague has been here
the rural rallies and how a certain Senator lagince 1977 and, at the other end of the spec-
Macdonald gave a very vocal account ofrum, Senator Wheelwright has only been here
himself at that rally. | remember that we werdor a short time.
a pretty good team act on that occasion—a

most unlikely pairing | thought, having neve:}zI suppose it is a day that we all have to

4 : ce sooner or later. It would be a day of
had much of a conversation with Senato ixed feelings—sadness, regret, nostalgia

Burns before. But in the words of one of m nd, perhaps, relief—when you walk out of

colleagues, "For an old metal worker and %we chamber for last time, as you will tomor-

leftie, Senator Burns had an admirable con}bw, and leave this place. | hope you will all

mitment to all things rural. leave with happy memories and positive
| always thought Senator Gerry Jones wafgelings for the Senate. | know that many
such a cheerful person for a whip. He is sériendships are forged in this place. While the
calm and has such necessary qualities. | knofriendship may not be personal friendship
a little of Senator Jones’s personal circumbetween the different parties, | know that we
stances and his responsibilities to his grandll get on well together when we are out of
children, for which he has my deep admirathis chamber. There are a few exceptions, as
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the Leader of the Democrats alluded to in hesommitment to that strategy. | cannot quite

speech. understand why you have it. Maybe in the
| extend my best wishes to you, Mr presifullness of.your retirement you will sit down

dent. In my opinion, you have been a goo@"d €xplain to me what is good about a

and fair President. | think that the chambef€Public. I will be prepared to listen.

owes you a vote of thanks. You have been the Senator Teague—I have put in a private

President for over 2% years—in good timesember’s bill. Read the speech.

and rough times. There have been a feWSenator BOSWELL—Baden, you have
rough times. You have kept a cool head. YOy - 4oy contribution to this place. You

have tried to keep rulings fair and give bOtrhave been here a long time. | wish you all the
sides of the house a fair go. You entered t est. | think you are going to do a bit of

Senate in 1987. You were the victim of pres;, = :
selection in Western Australia. It seems twrltmg and | hope you, your wife and your

happen a lot in Western Australia. It must bgamlly enjoy a long and happy retirement.

something in the water. You have served on Gerry Jones, my Queensland colleague,
numerous committees. You have earned yoifined the Senate in 1980. He was born in a
place as President of the Senate and you c&auntry town in Queensland and served for
go out with pride. You have done a good jotPne term in the state parliament, where he

over the last 2% years. | wish you well inwas an angry young man. He has mellowed
your retirement in the beautiful state ofinto a different person now. He was the state

Western Australia. MLA for Everton from 1972 to 1974, when

- . the Labor Party went through one of the most
H eS (mﬁltgg hé%%?i%ilir? aiunmeulk()e”e::vg?ﬁgg tlog'r%htroubled periods in Queensland. | believe he
ng In publl L was also the state secretary there for a number
not sure whether his position is official as yet f years. Gerry, | have never heard you say
ot you have 10 admire hia absolute tenacif C10SS Word about anyone. You have aways
' . ; : ad a very cheery disposition and | think you
for standing up in here and never taking

backward step. | know that he got under th ave served this parliament well. It must have

. . een difficult to be the government whip, as
skin of the Labor Party when in governmentSenator Panizza is now finding, and trying to

but | suppose an effective politician is on€e o A
; : et the legislation through. I think you had a
mgotirrﬁes the tenacity to keep coming back & it more help than we have had lately. Gerry,
' we wish you all the best.

If ever there was a tenacious politician, | | would like to make a comment on Senator

think Senator Baume has earned that reputg- would T
tion. He was in the lower house from 1975&9”‘0tS comment that we acknowledge what
until 1983 and he came here later on. He ha®y have done for your grandchildren. | have
ways admired you for taking charge in those

been a great contributor on all matters. A ifficult times. We sav to vou and vour wife:
someone else said, he has been up on m : yl0yo y :
ve a long and happy retirement.

reports and has certainly contributed to man
debates. Bryant Burns, elected in 1987, born in

Baden Teague has to be acknowledged Sockhampton, is one of those rare commodi-
the gentleman of parliament. | don’t think U€S In the Labor Party—Senator Lundy is

have ever heard Baden Teague say an unki@gother one—a person who actually used
word to anyone about anyone. That is a olvol on their hands, a worker who wears

unusual attribute in here. Baden, you are @@t tag with pride. Senator Burns is a man

Christian and you practise Christianity in th/N0 has actually picked up a tool. He is a
true sense of the word—you never say any°'mer stockman, boilermaker and unionist;
thing bad about anyone. 1 hope that you dgnd hé was a trade union official of the
not succeed in your endeavours to makgMmalgamated Metal Workers Union.
Australia a republic and | will be opposing When Senator Burns came down here, for
you in every way, but | also admire yourthe first four or five weeks he was very
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aggressive with everyone, particularly anyonsome of the social issues, and we disagree on
in the National Party. After the first four or some of the environmental issues.

five weeks Senator Burns mellowed and he | hayve spoken to you since the election and
was always very friendly around the parliaynow that you are committed to re-entering
ment. We have travelled on commﬂteegis place. It was a hard fight, as the previous
together—in fact, we went into the heart okpeaker mentioned. It was the hardest head-to-
National Party country at one stage, inthiead battle between the Greens and the
Kingaroy. | have been on Aboriginal andpemocrats in Tasmania. It was always going
Torres Strait Island committees with him. Myyq pe a difficult fight for you against such a
notation says, ‘Quintessential representatiiggn profile candidate as Senator-elect Brown,
Labor Party’. Senator Burns, you can weayi|| certainly see you in some parliament,
that tag with pride. You have never forgotteqynether it be here ‘or in Tasmania. You have

your roots. You have stood up for the workyade a contribution to education and many
ing class people and | wish you all the best igther issues.

our retirement. . .
y For as long as | live, |, too, will remember

Senator Wheelwright: as Senator Hill saidSenator Chamarette for the Mabo debate. That
I don’t think we should farewell you. | think will always be the height of political debates.
you are going to be back. Whether it be il have never seen such twists and turns. As |
this place or the other place, you have gdiave said before, it reminded me of a tin of
parliament marked all over you. You like itspaghetti. No-one knew where anyone was
and you will not walk away from it. So it is going for four or five days.
not goodbye but just goodbye for a short you have an interesting background—born
time. in 1948 in India and a clinical psychologist

Sid Spindler: Sid, while you live, McEwen- 81d community worker. You have been a
ism will never die. | would class myself asPattler for the underdog and for the Aborigi-
not an economic rationalist, but | think youn@l community. You leave this place with my
go a lot further than | would on the issue. IP€St wishes, and | hope you have a happy
think you would be 30 years behind McEwen!€tirement also.
ism. Things move on but you are entitled to Noel Crichton-Browne was elected in
your opinion. You have pushed that opiniorl980—about three years before | came here.
vigorously in the parliament and | know thatHe was Deputy President and Chairman of
you go because of ill health. When someon€ommittees from 1993 to 1995. He has held
said you had been here six years, | thoughtd variety of offices with the Liberal organisa-
couldn’t imagine this place without you. Ittion. Noel was always very friendly to me. In
seems to be indelibly imprinted on my mindfact, at certain times we were neighbours, it
that Sid Spindler has been here for a longdreing that our offices adjoined. | say to Noel
time than six years. that politics is unkind, it is hard, it is tough.

. Very few people escape politics without

Senator Kernot—He is always on the i5ying a few knocks and without a few scars.

monitor. It has been a hard two years for you, and |

Senator BOSWELL—Yes, maybe that is Wish you a retirement where you can relax
right. | can remember Senator Bell's firstand refocus your life. I wish you all the best.
speech, where he informed us that his first Mr President, this is a time of mixed feel-
brush with public life was when he won theings. For some it is both a sad time and a
radish growing competition at school. | thinkhappy time. For many people there is sadness
he thought that made him an expert on prithat they are leaving their friends in their
mary industries. Rob, you have been a gregblitical party. For some people it will be a
friend and colleague. You have always giverelief. But | hope all of the people who are
us the support we needed in rural and primarfgaving the Senate tomorrow will remember
industry debates. Our views vary a bit orthe happy years, the friends they have made,
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and the victories and losses they have habas left me in awe on many occasions with
Keep those memories with you throughout &er ability, her determination and her courage.
long and happy retirement. Nobody could say that was not in evidence

Senator MARGETTS (Western Austral- during the native title debate and in all the
ia)—I rise this evening on behalf of thegreat debates in which she has participated.
Greens (WA). | know that in normal circum- | wish to pay tribute to Christabel's staff,
stances the leaders rise on this occasiobecause none of us are what we are without
People would realise that in the Greens we dine people behind us—to Theo, to Bryan, to
not have leaders, and that is an important pafindrew, who was our shared staff member,
of our process. It is in greening the procesw Franci, to Jacqui and Cathcart, and to many
that Christabel has exemplified that. In heof the people who, as they say, came to help
time in the Senate she has made a vegnd stayed, like Rosemary and Libby. They
important contribution, which, from what | also appreciate the courage, determination and
hear tonight, will be memorable. | believe thesheer hard work of Christabel, as do the
most important function tonight is that thoseGreens (WA).

people who are leaving will have a chance 10 gonat0r BEAHAN (Western Australia)—|
make their last remarks, so | am not going {ghiny there is an informal agreement that the
take up too much of the Senate’s time.  yqtiring senators will now speak in turn and

To Senator Michael Baume, Mr President—that | will open up for them. | was going to
Senator Michael Beahan, Senator Robert Befitart by washing the Solvol off my hands, but
Senator Bryant Burns, Senator Noel Crichtoni-won't. It is an interesting phenomenon that
Browne, Senator Gerry Jones, Senator Sitle length of service of senators is becoming
Spindler, Senator Baden Teague and Senasiorter. If you look at the statistics of the last
Tom Wheelwright—travel well. | hope thatfive decades and the average years of service
when you are away from the Senate there f those senators elected, you will see that
a healing process of any of the damage it malyom 1941 to 1950 it was 12.4 years; 1951 to
have done and you find that any of the joy4960, 13.7 years; 1961 to 1970, 11.4 years;
you got from this place continue throughoutt971 to 1980, 10.7 years; and—get this—
your life and help in whatever path youl1981 to 1990, 6.3 years; and | think it is still
decide to take. going down. So my time of nine years in the

| would like to take just a few minutes to Senate, although it seems very short to me, is
honour my colleague. As | mentioned 80ove average based on recent trends.
Christabel's contribution here is in greening | came to the Senate in 1987 with a fairly
the process. We have had talks tonight aboaynical view of its role. As one of those with
gentlemen of the Senate. | am not quite surstirong and bitter memories of 1975, | was no
what ‘gentlemen’ means, although sometimesnthusiastic supporter of the Senate. However,
gentlemen turn somewhat other when womenhile | still believe that the Senate should not
disagree. Christabel will leave us as the gre&ave the right to block supply, | do have a
anarchist of the Senate. Some people take thgrieater respect for it as an increasingly effec-
as a term of insult. In the Greens we take thaive and necessary check on the power of the
as a great honour. The true meaning adxecutive—any executive. | believe the Senate
‘anarchist’ is a person who devolves power tis developing and refining its role as a house
the community, and that is what Christabebf review and that, while petty politics fre-
has done. quently distract it from an effective use of its

When | joined Christabel in the Senate, w@OWers, much useful work is done in scruti-
found that we shared the balance of poweRiSing and critically appraising the decisions
People tried to find names for us to try toRnd activities of government.
belittle the contribution that the Greens made Among the more rewarding aspects of my
to the Senate process, so they called us sutiime here as a backbencher has been the
names as the ‘gumnut twins’. We appropriattommittee work that | have been involved in.
ed the term and wore it proudly. ChristabeMost of my involvement has been in refer-
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ence aspects of committee work because tliéscrete, manageable topic including a plan
legislative aspect was not as significant beforfor the implementation of recommendations.

| became President. | was also involved in |t s an example of how a Senate committee
chairing a number of estimates committeegan have considerable influence in leading
which kept me up very late at night on &jepate in the community. It created a round
number of occasions—I think one of Myyf depate within the community which lasted
committees broke the record for the length ofpr some time. It was followed by a second
sitting In one session. report, which reviewed that debate and took
| chose at that time to focus on joint comdt a stage further. Then we saw the establish-

mittees. | still believe that these are the begpent of the Civic Experts Group, with a

vehicle for the reference function of commit-"éport by that group, and finally the funding

tees, because | think the breadth of represefommitments made by government to the
tation brings with it a breadth of perspectivewhole area of civics education, which | hope
| was a member, for example, of the Joinwill be honoured by the new government,

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence andecause it is a very important area.

Trade, which | believe is one of the best One of the best parts of committee work
committees in this parliament. | was a memwas the camaraderie involved in it. You are
ber of its trade and human rights subcommitorced together, working towards common
tees. | must say that | am appalled that thergoals, usually finding consensus, travelling
is talk of the human rights subcommittegogether and getting to know each other well.
being absorbed into the foreign affairs comSome of the firmest friendships on both sides
mittee. | think the human rights subcommitte@f the chamber | have made have been
has done very good and widely respectethrough the committee work and through

work. overseas travel when | have gone on deleg-
Senator Teague-We have managed toations .
rescue it. It will continue. It was a great honour to be elected Presi-

dent of the Senate in February 1994. | sup-

. ose it is not surprising that many people
would have sent a very bad signal around tr%utside this parliament—and | suspect a few
world. | am very glad, if that decision has;

b de. | | ber of the J .ﬂside—view the role of President simply in
een made. I was also a member of (€ JOIR g of chairing question time. This is, as
Committee on Electoral Matters over a num;

ber of years. That committee did a great de%enators here know, thankfully a very small

f ful K in refini di ing th art of a much more complex job. The other
Of USETut work In refining and Improving th€ gjements of the job | have found very reward-
electoral system.

ing.

| was the founding chairman of the Joint Administrating the four departments, for
Committee on Corporations and Securitiessxample, three of them together with the
along with Senator Spindler and Senatogpeaker, is a demanding, time consuming but
Cooney and others. We were able to carve okiost enjoyable task. The multimillion dollar
in that early period a role for this committeepudget and large, highly skilled and varied
essentially charged with the oversight of thetaff provide plenty of challenges. It is like a
operation of corporate law. | believe that th&mall ministry, which is where 1 really would
committee has done much in a very quiet biiave liked to have been, so it was a part |
useful way. enjoyed very much.

I am also proud of the fact that | was a | was very pleased in the role that, with the
member of the Senate employment, educaticgupport of the Speaker and others, | was able
and training committee when it tabled itdo introduce the art acquisition program to
report Education for active citizenshipl redress an imbalance that was created by the
believe that was a very useful activity for thabudget cuts of a former Western Australian
committee, with very positive outcomes. Itminister to the art collection. There was
was useful because it was dealing with almost no Western Australian art, very little

Senator BEAHAN—That is very good,; it
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Queensland art, no urban Aboriginal art, andovernment. Just remember that | am well
very little Northern Territory art. We settrained.

about redressing that imbalance, first of all, part of this role involves representing the

then maintaining the collection as a livings,jiament overseas. While overseas trips for

collection and not one that was rooted inempers and senators are often seen as perks
1988 as a static, dead collection, and, flnallyof office and as junkets, they are a very

honouring the integrity of the original CON-important part of parliamentary activity,
cept, which was to do just that. particularly with the advent of a globalised

| was disappointed that | was unable t&Conomy and the increasing interdependence
finish the job of creating a unified corporatedf nation states. They are also important in
identity for the parliament. There are a multifostering greater understanding of cultural and
plicity of images going out of this place—in Other differences between people, in support-
the form of letterheads, booklets and all sort§/d and furthering the government’s foreign
of things—which give a very confused imagepollcy and trade interests—which do not vary
of what this whole place is about. It makes ifnuch between governments; we are reason-
very hard to choose, if you are getting gifts’ib|y bipartisan on those things—and to selling
made, what emblem to put on them becaudustralia overseas.
we do not have an emblem that really repre- | have made this the focus of my visits
sents this place. That is work that was startegverseas. | have made the point strongly
but will probably be aborted at this stagevherever | have gone that Australia is no
because of cost. | hope, Senator Reid, thignger simply the distant woolshed, granary
you can pick that up at some stage in ther quarry that it once was; that we are indeed
future. a clever country, increasingly involved in

| also would have liked to have made tWoelaborately transformed manufacturing and in

minor changes for which | could not mustermdus'[rlIes involving cerebral rather than
sufficient support. | refer firstly to Prayers. jmuscular activities.
believe the Prayers in our standing orders arel am dismayed when | and other presiding
an archaic and anachronistic form of word§fficers still have trouble convincing the
that really should be changed. | believe thdiureaucracy that there are some tangible
the South Africans have the best idea with Benefits in presiding officers leading deleg-
minute’s contemplative silence. That appeations. Rightly or wrongly, access for presid-
to all faiths, or non-faiths. Or you could haveing officers in many countries is greater than
an evocative poem, or something like thafor ministers or parliamentary secretaries. Our
But | could not get support for that idea sdoreign affairs posts find it much easier to
the change was not possible. organise high level appointments for deleg-
. . _ations if they are led by presiding officers.
The same applies to wigs and gowns. Whilghey invariably report their gratitude for the

rid themselves of this outmoded garb, as the . : . . .
So it was that on various visits, either with

Federal Court has, | again could not find I . | :
support for that change. | was pleased, hovx‘ii-le ega.tlr(])n\f_ or 8” m&’ OW% met, ﬁr eL)J(gT
ever, with the introduction of saner and mor&'€: With Vice-President Gore in the ’

healthy hours, which | hope you wil retain in’ redsiden|t<_8ali51as inCMelxico_, KiSng Hustﬁeir; itn
the new sessional orders, Senator Kemp. <0rdan, ving Juan t.aros in span, the iate
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in Israel,

The third role, the ceremonial and protocoPresident Rafsanjani in Iran, President
role, | thought would be stiff, starchy andMandela and deputy presidents Thabo Mbeki
formal—and some of it is—but most of it hasand F. W. de Klerk in South Africa, Vice-
been rewarding and interesting. It is rathelPresident Miyanda in Zambia, former Presi-
like being an ambassador for the parliamentlent Kaunda recently, and with many others.
That is what trains us so well for ambassadoi-hope, Senator Reid, that you do not have to
ial positions if our side happens to winfight the same battles that | and the previous
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Speaker had to fight to convince the bureawable right of freedom of speech in a respon-
cracy of our value in helping them do the jotsible manner’ and, secondly, ‘have regard to
better. That is what it amounts to. the rights of others'.

As to the chamber—I have already intimat- In all of this | think the Senate has placed
ed this—I cannot say that it has been the mo#te President in an impossible situation, given
enjoyable part of my job. But, as | havethe multi-party nature of the Senate, with no
already said, it is only a small part. It is notclear majority for any party. | am frequently
that | object to some passion and fire in thealled upon to throw people out, and people
proceedings of the Senate, particularly atutside cannot understand why | do not do
question time—which has become a sort ahis. But senators know that | am effectively
jousting pit for opposition and governmentendered incapable of doing this by proced-
more than a place where information isires in our standing orders which make it
seriously sought and expected to be reeffectively impossible. | do not have a stand-
ceived—but | do urge senators to ponder thiag order 304A like they do in the House of
effect of the often low level and crude inter-Representatives, the so-called sin bin. Nor can
changes which have become all too frequenitcall, as they do in the House of Representa-
It is not a question of comments being unpattives, under standing orders 303 and 304, for
liamentary in a strictly technical sense; it isa direct and immediate vote of the Senate to
simply inappropriate in the national parlia-expel a senator. In the end, even if | do go
ment to speak in this way—and it is hated byhrough the long and almost impossible
the public. processes that we have under our standing

Every time there is a noisy question timeQrders, I do not know whether | have the
there are a large number of calls to my officefUmbers to support me.
and following that there are a large number of If senators want to give the President
letters that come to the office, which all geworkable powers of sanction, they should
replied to in detail. Every time | speak toamend the standing orders to bring them into
community groups about the role of thdine at least with those in the other place. But,
Senate President, that is the constant call—tlas | have said many times before, this should
people just hate it, they cannot understand ifot be necessary. Senators should, in the
at all, and it is having a very damaging effecinterests of the standing of the Senate and the
on us. parliament, apply appropriate standards to

| believe that—I do not think | am overstat-themselves without the need for external

ing this—it is one of the major factors in theSanction.

low standing of MPs and senators, becausel apologise, Senators, for ending on such a
the televising of question time is the mostlidactic note. It is not the way | actually feel.
visible part of the parliament. | find particu-While | am sad at the termination of this part
larly objectionable the very personal attackef my career—and it is only the termination
made in question time in the preamble tof this part of my career; | have got plenty of
questions, in answers and in interjections, butorking life left—I also feel elated, both at
also in other debates at other times. Thehe opportunities which lie ahead and at the
Senate, honestly, would be a much bettgrospect of freeing myself from the shackles
place if we stuck to the issues—as somand constraints of parliament.

people do, | must say. | also feel very privileged to have had the
While not in any way wishing to curb the opportunity to have served as a senator for the
freedom of senators to probe the activities dast nine years. | thank the people of Western
those in positions of power and to demandustralia for their support. | thank the Labor
proper behaviour and accountability, | alsdarty. While | have good reason to be angry
believe that we should bear in mind clause @ith a number of people in the party in
of our own resolution on parliamentaryrelation to my preselection, | still retain a
privilege agreed to in 1988. It enjoins us alhigh respect and affection for the party, which
to, among other things, ‘exercise [our] valuis both older and stronger than some of the
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people who rise to power from time to timeto maintaining contact with the many friends
within it. | will continue to support it, and it | have made in this place.

is inevitably true that, without the Labor Senator TEAGUE (South Australia)—1
\?V%T(% II ;’\(’)O\ljg?ugm have had this EXPENeNCH ould rather go a little early than stay a little
' too long’. That is the way | began announcing

| thank my Perth staff, Peter McKerrow,in this chamber a year and a half ago that |
Lesley Grill and lan Thomson, who do suchwould not be contesting the March 1996
wonderful work for me and for the party, andelection. | have no regrets, | have the more
my Canberra staff, Fred Peppinck, Franknthusiasm for going on to new activities,
Nugent, Derek Abbott—who was there beforgtarting on Monday. | wish to say that the 18
Frank—Deborah Walsh, Kathleen Griffiths,years | have spent in the Senate has been a
Sue English, Gordon Kirschner and, beforgleasure for me and a great privilege to
him, Harry Menzies. They are all loyal andrepresent the people of South Australia, to
dedicated staff. But | pay special attention t@ontribute to national policy debates and to
Anne Neary, who has been with me now foget to know so closely not only most of the
13 years as my personal assistant and wRenators who are now serving but many over

runs just about everything around herethe 18 years that | have been here.
certainly in the party sense but also she has

found her way into the parliament and seems 1 N€ time has come for me to pursue with
to run much of that now too. more focus some writing and research inter-

ests that | have had for many years and, like
| thank the Clerk of the Senate, Harmeaying school, like leaving university, like
Evans, and your team. | think you display geaving my work on the staff of the Universi-
very high level of professionalism and, | musty of Adelaide, | now leave the Senate thank-
say, total and absolute loyalty—whether to mg| for excellent opportunities and looking

or to this position, | do not know, but I like forward with great vigour to the next phase.
to think both. You are champions of the gm certainly not going to retire.

Senate. That is a legitimate role which you

carry out well. | think you deserve credit for  One task that | wish to take up is to write
that. a book about Australia’s relations with our

' APEC partners and the initiatives we need to
| thank the officers and staff of all the Othertake in foreign affairs, trade and regional

departments: the Joint House Department, @« ity to safeguard Australia’s prosperity in
Department of the Parliamentary Reportin eace. In particular, | want to write a book

Staff, the Department of the Library. We have o+ China, including my own experiences

a very professional group of people we havg ..o gver the last 28 years
in this parliament—from the gardeners to the '

Hansard editors, from library researchers to | also see it as another challenge for my
finance clerks, from maintenance workers twife Kathy and | to attempt to write a com-

attendants and guides, to the transport officepgehensive history of my own state, South
who look after our daily needs to get to andhustralia, and to build upon all that has been
from home. | have become very proud opublished about the development of our state
them all and made many friends among thenand its distinctive characteristics as an excit-

; . ing part of Australia. | look forward also to
To my fellow departing senators: Senator ontributing to the universities in my own

Baume, Bell, Burns, Chamarette, Crichton-". din b lad h b
Browne, Jones, Spindler, Teague and Whee(flty'I argj 1 have eer|1| gﬁ‘ hto gve oeen
wright, | wish you all well and look forward mvk()) ved in prﬁm{ W% ad the education
to joining you as former senators at soméie ates over the last decade or more.
stage. It has been a great privilege to havel have been elected these last six months to
had the opportunity to serve as a senator am@ on the Council of the University of Adel-
as President of the Senate, which, for strangede and | look forward to an academic
reasons and at a reduced salary, | retain unéissociation with Flinders University in an
20 August. | thank you all and look forwardhonorary capacity. | will be involved with any
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education matters that need my services in tleg seven years away, | will be back. | say, in

future. principle, | am ready to come back.
When | announced that | would not be Senator Hill—President of the Republic.
contesting the last election, | said this: Senator TEAGUE—Certainly my support

I will continue to pursue the political principles andfor an Australian head of state remains undi-
policies that | have advocated within the Liberaiminished, and | will enjoy the wider freedom
Party and the Commonwealth parliament. Amongf the coming years to go on in step with the
ghx%se‘?lgr:'cnec'mizcﬁg gafrugg n?r[;%#ésetrlg,% compassiopustralian people to achieve this historic
opportunit); aeld the Australian sense of g fair)glgohhange to the Australlan constitution. | also

ope, as many from this place have done, to
| refer to these words. They mean a lot to manake a positive contribution to Aboriginal
and | know that they mean a lot to all of usreconciliation in this country. | happen to
No one of us has a monopoly on any of themelieve with the psalmist:

| note the careful, heartfelt remarks ofThe earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof:
Senator Margetts for her close colleague, arfegPmmit your way to the Lord and He will direct
the meaning that she invests in that, and ¢Pur Path.
Senator Kernot for her two close colleague§aint Paul has added:
Sid Spindler and Robert Bell, again taking up . . the God of grace and peace will be with you.
some of these words. Similarly, there were th@ne of the areas | will miss is constituents. |

remarks of the Leader of the Opposition oy that it makes for a lot of hard work and

(Senator Faulkner) about his colleagues, anfla hatience is sometimes needed, but thou-

Senator Hill's kind references to not onlysands of constituents have come to all of us,
those of us on this side but indeed all of u

- Mot least to me in these 18 years. | gained a
who are retiring. great deal of enjoyment in trying to gain
| think Senator Boswell said that the yearsome justice or solution to those who have
ahead will give room for some of the hurts ofcome to me.

this place to be healed. | have to say, very | haye valued mixing in every area of the
carefully, that you have been all so kind tQommunity in South Australia, both in the
me that the hurts | have suffered here havgty and the countryside, and I will continue
been outnumbered by a great sense of Vigg "do this with my wife as we attempt—

tory—100 to one. The hurts that | havenaybe it is a 10-year task—to write a history
suffered have rarely lasted till the next morngf the development of South Australia.

ing. | do not have any sense of offence from . .
anyone in this place, and | have a great deal! Nave thoroughly enjoyed my involvement
of friendship. n the Liberal Party. Right from the begin-

. ning, within a few months of joining, | was
For me, who happens to be on the liberghvited to nominate for an election to the state
and reforming side of my party, | am amongséxecutive, and | eventually became the policy
the most loyal to the party. | seek to continugoordinator of the party. | served for more
to contribute to my party, the Liberal Partythan 20 years on the state council of the
It was formed the year | was born, 1944, angarty, and | have been in endless federal
I will not be giving up on putting forward my election campaigns. | was once president of
point of view in the forums of the party, atthe Sturt campaign, was campaign manager
least in South Australia. for Hindmarsh, and contributed to campaigns

Indeed, with the new energy of starting 4" Adelaide and Kingston—often in Kings-
new career at my relatively young age, fon—and in other seats, including Grey,
actually feel sufficient energy and youngBoothby and so on.
enough to return in some years to this parlia- My involvement with the party leads me to
ment, perhaps as Prime Minister. | will not behe view that, whilst | will have irritations
looking to be here, but if | do see somdrom time to time and | will not always have
national need in the future, particularly fivemy argument accepted, the great majority of
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the Liberal Party members in my state are df in the gallery, has travelled with us as well
the salt of the earth—wonderful citizens oto the Pitjantjatjara many times from when he
this country—and we, in the political processwas a very small boy.
need to recognise that there are bona fide| served for five years on the Council of the
genuine Australians in every political party inaystralian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres
this country. Strait Islander Studies. From the outset |
| wish to refer to a few of the activities thatsupported the Mabo decision and | support
| have been privileged to be involved in hergeconciliation with all of its objectives. |
in Canberra. To have been for many years fzelieve it is possible to gain assent to that
member of the Senate Privileges Committegroposition from all of us, as we go about this
which | see as the leading committee of thigs constructively as we can, consulting with
chamber, and to have then been, for a periothe people of Australia as much as we can.
chairman of that committee, is a great honour. Some of the foci of my time in Senate

To have served with those who are now thergommittees have been education, science, the
with me is a great pleasure. | see in th@rts and communications. | was chairman of
chamber Senator Childs, Senator Coatefhe Senate education committee and of the
Senator Ray, who has succeeded me g@galition’s policy committee on education. |
chairman, Senator Knowles and SenatQas acting shadow minister for seven of our
Panizza; and there have been a number 8hadows during the Hawke and Keating
others. There have been some 50 reports thadriod and was involved in the debates.
I have participated in, and the secretary to thRobert Bell knows that we were able to move
committee, Anne Lynch, is thoroughly profesand gain majority support in the Senate for

Si(?nal and a great friend to the Senate. | W||||'nany education motions and amendments to
miss Anne and all of the members of theegisiation.

Privileges Committee. For three years | was on the Council of the
| see the Privileges Committee as undemNational Library of Australia under the
girding democracy in this country, ensuringchairmanship of Sir Ninian Stephen—and
that there are rights for citizens that cannot bgoroughly enjoyed it. Another area which has
trampled upon and ensuring their access t§een at times very contentious is immigration.
the parliament and that there are rights forwas chairman of the coalition committee on
elected members of parliament to go about thgnmigration and ethnic affairs. It was called
democratic process. ethnic affairs then but we now rightly refer to
A second area is Aboriginal affairs.it @s multicultural affairs in the ministry that
Throughout my time here | have tried toPhillip Ruddock represents. | was a founda-
speak for justice and for the rights of thdion member of the Parliamentary Joint
Aboriginal people of this country. | served agcommittee on Immigration Regulations in

an undergraduate as the director of the AbdRobert Ray’s period as minister.

riginal scholarship scheme, and when | first There was a gigantic debate arising from
arrived here | found myself on a committeeyarious events in August 1988. | was in the
in the Fraser government period with Alarthick of it and | am very proud of the argu-
Missen, Neville Bonner, who became aments | put during that year, in particular in
lifelong friend, Kathy Sullivan, Phil Ruddock that month, within my own party and through-
and others. | have, for more than 20 yeargut the nation—and we have a multicultural
been a good friend of Charles Perkins, Loigwustralia. | will continue to support it. That
O’Donoghue and many other Aboriginalvictory has been understood by my party and,
leaders who | count as part of my family. | think, by the nation.

| have tried to visit the Pitjantjatjara com- All the time | have been here | have been
munities as often as | could, perhaps a dozerally excited to be involved in foreign
times during my time in this parliament. Ataffairs, defence and trade. One of the consola-
one stage my wife and | had begun to leartions of being in opposition for 13 years—I
Pitjantjatjara. Certainly, Joshua, my son, whbave to say that losing five elections is no
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way to go—is that you can apply yourself taand his predecessors; and Mr Downer, the
the detail of national policy debate in an areaurrent foreign minister, who have given me,
like foreign affairs, defence and trade, and aras one senator, enormous access to the depart-
able to be sufficiently free to go on parlia-ment, both here in Canberra and in all our
mentary delegations to pretty well everywherposts overseas. | have many friends through-
in the world and to learn from that and bringout the department, again on the basis of the
the knowledge back to the advantage ahirror of the argument.

Australia. It has been my pleasure to have had) ihank Australian ambassadors overseas in

more than my fair share of those involveinany countries. | will only mention those in
ments. China: Ross Garnaut, David Sadlier and

During the time | have been in the Senat&lichael Lightowler—whom it has been a
we have seen the end of the Cold War, pleasure to work with. There are about 80
more effective United Nations, the end tambassadors in Canberra representing over-
apartheid, China’s open door policy fromseas countries. For many years now | have
1979, democracy return in Latin America, theexchanged Christmas cards with all of them
establishment of APEC and much greatesind have got to know all of them in literally
stability in Indo-China, with developments inhundreds, maybe thousands, of receptions—
Vietnam and Cambodia. Australia has playedome of them very well, through our discus-
a part in it and parliamentary debate hasions.

played a part in it. | have fond memories of |t is an honour for me that the President of
contributing to many reports and debates ighjle gave me their highest honour. | will

this area. wear that proudly, as | did the other day at

Committee work has also been a greahe Queen'’s birthday reception, | think for the
opportunity for all senators. | value veryfirst time—some thought | should be wearing
much the more than 100 reports that we have right now. | certainly appreciate it as a
written—a whole library of material with symbol of the dialogue that many of us seek
recommendations, in my case mostly bipartito carry out positively, in Australia’s interest,
san. | believe in the mirror of the argumentith representatives of other countries.

and that you can win, even if you are in a | yish to thank the Senate staff who have
minority or in -opposition, if you do the reqy contributed positively and professional-
homework and if you put down the reasong, y4'my time here in the Senate; most of all
why your conclusion should guide the publiG, Harry Evans, the Clerk of the Senate, and
policy of Australia. to Anne Lynch, the Deputy Clerk. | also
I want to refer in particular to just half athank Rosemary Laing, Cleaver Elliott, Peter
dozen of those report#s national language O’Keeffe, John Vander Wyk and Terry
policy for Australig Peace and disarmamentBrown, with all of whom | have had many
in the nuclear ageAustralia’s relations with associations.
Latin America Sexual harassment in the | hank the library staff, especially John

Australian Defence Forcand, only yesterday, gy denall. June Verrier. Andrew Chin
Australia-China relations There have been i ; ;

participated with me in those committeeSgeryice is acknowledged by us and we thank

They have become firm friends through thgqy, very sincerely. Alan, I still remember my
processes of our meetings. 10 years in the chamber in the old Parliament

| have to give my thanks to scores ofHouse and your great concern for that cham-
members of the Department of Foreign Afber—and your even greater concern, if | can
fairs and Trade. | acknowledge Senator Evarut it that way, for this chamber.
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| thank those in the Parliamentary Educa- | wish to acknowledge those departing with
tion Office, with which | have been involved me. There are 10 of us. When | came here
throughout its existence; and the Parliaafter the 1977 election there were 10 of us
mentary Relations Office, as | was on thevho were newly elected. | especially wish to
executive of the CPA, the IPU, the APPF andhank, for their friendship, Senator Watson
the PGA. They facilitated my overseas travednd Senator MacGibbon. We came in to-
enormously. | also wish to acknowledge thegether. There are only two senators currently
friendship and service of the Black Rodserving who have been here longer than the
Robert Alison, and the Secretary of the Joirthree of us. Also elected at that time were
House Department, Michael Bolton. Gareth Evans, Don Chipp, David Hamer and

| calculate | have had about 10,000 Com=°Me four others.

monwealth car journeys and the drivers have

Let me turn to my very close friend and a
been absolutely superb. In the Senate Tra y Very

: g'vérson who | greatly respect, Senator Gerry
port Office, Bruce Greentree and Kearen Finthgnes We have travelled together in the

being those who currently coordinate that, aRiiddle East and in China. We served as

superb in the personal service they give tQp 4 ;
senators. | think | have had about 3,000 aEhalrman and deputy chairman of the Senate

; . ommittee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and
journeys and there is always a Commonwealffae |t has been a superb experience for me
car waiting at the other end, whether it ig

. o have a great Australian involved with me

Adelaide or Canberra. in all those undertakings. | wish you and Rita
Finally, 1 will refer to my own staff and every happiness.

then to the departing senators. | wish to . .
acknowledge Liz MacKellar, who served as Senator Baume preceded me in the parlia-
my secretary for 12 years; Lynton Crosby, myment, having been elected in 1975. Michael
first research officer, who is now the Deput)ﬂnd | have contributed to the Liberal Party in
Director of the Liberal Party; Robert Reid,@ll the debates. | have great respect for
who is now policy adviser to Premier Richard¥ichael. The Liberal Party inherits both the
Court; Christopher Gardiner, now aged Car&gnservatlv_e_ tradition in politics and the
services coordinator in New South Wales; antPeral tradition in politics. We both share
Rohan Greenland, who is in the gallery, £0mething of each. | know that in some
most excellent officer and a great friengdebates we will be removed from each other,
Rohan is now, after a period advising théut | assure not only my colleagues but also
President of the AMA, the press secretary ghe Senate that at no stage has there been any

the Minister for Health and Family Servicesdifficulty for us to cooperate. | wish Michael
Michael Wooldridge. and Toni every happiness in Reykjavik—or is

_it New York? | also acknowledge that we

| also acknowledge Dawn Crosby, who ishave travelled together in Indonesia. We will
now a director of the Liberal Party in theremember Java, West Irian, Irian Jaya and
ACT; Bruce Edwards, who for seven yeargther places. We celebrated Anzac Day with

was my research officer and is now a seniag|| solemnity in Turkey together just a year
officer on the staff of the Liberal Party N ago, with our wives—and the Governor-

New South WaleS; and Joanie Waterford, WhGeneraj happened to be there as well.
begins next week as research officer for

Senator-elect Coonan. | now refer to my most | must mention Senator Bryant Burns who
recent staff: Paul Evans, who is in the gallery respect very highly as | think the last of the
and who is now a staff member of Trishold Labor Party in this parliament. | say it
Worth, my very close friend and my localwith great affection. Bryant and | became
member; Christopher Argent; Naomi Moylanyery close personal friends because he and |
David MacKay; Elizabeth Morrow; and, notwere leaders of the China-Australia friendship
least, my own son, Joshua, who has nearbyroup in this parliament. We understood each
graduated in law and who has been coordinadther on lots of issues. | wish him every
ing my office in the last couple of weeks. happiness.
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| disagree with the President, Senatoparticularly look to my immediate friends.

Michael Beahan—every day, | have sought t&enator Robert Hill is my closest colleague in
be here for prayers. | believe it is right thathis place and my best friend in the Senate.
after 96 years, we continue for another 9&Ve have gone through thick and thin together
years, and more, in opening our sittings, a® my party. We have had great triumphs and
representative of the Australian people, withve have also had some setbacks. | respect
prayer. But | agree with his remarks about th®obert enormously. | know the Senate is in
deterioration of behaviour in question time. good hands when he is the Leader of the
know that it upsets the Australian public. IGovernment in the Senate.

agree with him, too, that the role of President Going across to the other side, | mention

of the Senate is an enormously important ong, pa Ray. | have always got on very well
Itis one that he has filled well. with Robert, not least when he was a minister.

I look forward to Senator Beahan's succest regard him as the most credible senator
sor contributing in every positive way to hissitting opposite. | believe we should all be
position. | look to my close friend—she isconsistent and credible in this place. It helps
like a sister to me in this place—Senaton great deal in our contributions and to the
Margaret Reid. | had the privilege in my partyoutcome.

room of nominating Senator Reid to be | have already mentioned Margaret Reid.

considered for the position of President. | : .
was carried unanimously. | also acknowfrhere are many other personal friends, David

ledge—as everyone in my party knows—thatBrownhi"’ for example—a great friend and

. y tennis partner to whom | handed this
had we won the 1993 election, | would hav‘{geek the cup that the Senate has held in the

been glad to have been nominated to b ) o
Presidgnt of the Senate. We did not win anff"iS competition between the Reps and the
' enate over all the time | have been here.

those days have long passed.

May | refer to Senator Noel Crichton- I also mention as personal friends Amanda
Browne. | remember earlier days, and | wisty@nstone, Jocelyn Newman, Richard Alston
and Winston Crane. Winston sat next to me

Noel all the best in future days. ¢ :
. ._in that top corner, and we are friends forever.
Another Western Australian, Senator Chrlstr mention Sue Knowles. There are so many

abel Chamarette, was one of the very happy, a hands—everyone | see about me
and welcome guests at the wedding of M¥5nast the Liberal and National Party
wife and | nearly 25 years ago, as was SenNdjempers and opposite.
tor Chapman. Christabel and my wife Kathy i )
were classmates at school and they were alsoSenator Brian Harradine sent me a note
well known to each other all through universitoday saying he was sad that he was missing
ty. | really respect Christabel's bona fides. fhis discussion in the Senate. Brian has
have said more—we all said more—in thdecome a personal friend of mine in every
Christian Fellowship meeting on Wednesda§espect. | regard him a very honourable
morning. | wish you well, Christabel. | heardSenator.
and understand what your colleague Dee| recognise other more recent friends like
Margetts said about you. Kay Denman. | really have enjoyed getting to
Senator Spindler, Senator Bell and Senaténow Kay. | really have enjoyed one of the
Wheelwright have always been in my view inmost recent senators here, Natasha Stott
recent months. They were in a similar orientaDespoja. | really look forward to the contribu-
tion when | was sitting for 13 years on thetion you will make in the parliament in all
other side of the chamber. | wish you all wellrespects.
| recognise in particular Robert Bell's partner- | z1so mention other friends like John
ship in many education debates in this chamyygogley, the current President of the Parlia-
ber. mentary Christian Fellowship. | have men-
To the remaining senators, let me say a fetwoned Bruce Childs already. Barney Cooney,
things. Continue to serve Australia well. lyou are a brother, mate, and | will miss you.
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I wish you and all of those | have mentionedyolf every week, said, amongst other things,
well. ‘| feel that you will be like a bird set free. It
; ; ; is a great feeling being really free.” My father

Senator West was in the chair a minute agr%}es not know it, but | have been saying to
travelled together in China and other placeg [0t Of people that | am looking forward to

We both happen to have a Cornish heritagd/°nday when | will be free to have energy
10 apply to this new set of activities.
| talk too much. | am sorry, | should sit

down. | do not wish to omit anyone because, Last of all, I thank the people of South
frankly, | do not know that | have an enemyAustralia for electing me here. | will return to
in this place. | really have an enormouge in the midst of the South Australian people
number of friends here. | will miss you, butand to contribute something towards the
| am going on to fresh things. So from Mon-history of the South Australian people. It has
day, feel free of any of our obligations; get orbeen a total pleasure to be a senator in this
with serving Australia in your way. place. | thank all senators for making it such

| cannot conclude the list without mention-a happy time for me.

ing at least a few former senators: Peter Senator JONES(Queensland)—First of all,
Baume, my great soul mate; Peter Durack,am very grateful for the remarks passed by
whom | respect enormously; John Carrickihe Leader of the Opposition in the Senate
who was my first Leader of the Governmen{Senator Faulkner) and the Leader of the
in this place and who sat next to me in higsovernment in the Senate (Senator Hill) and
last year; and a great South Australian, Sengther senators who have spoken. | thank them
tor Sir Condor Laucke, now deceased, whofbr the remarks that they outlined. We were
| have always respected and who was th@lking about members of the Labor Party. |

most senior when | was the youngest in thehink | owe the Labor Party a great debt.
Senate. | acknowledge the contributions of all

South Australian senators who have served! remember when | first joined the Labor
with me here. Party. When | look around the chamber, |
: . think how some people may not have been
Finally, | come to the best people in theoorn when | joined the Labor Party. | joined

WodrI?Emy :Nife, Ir;y Stok?s’ agd m% Towi‘aﬁi_n 1957 when the Labor Party split. That
and father. 1 would not have been nere eans that | have been a member of the

out them. | would not have survived 18 yearg]abor Party for 39 years. On Sunday, my

had it not been for the enormous co_ntributionife and | will celebrate our 40th wedding
to_fm;:(trllr?kw:g ?hndft_o Enfy personal life of nl]lyanniversary. | do not think there can be a
wife Kathy. In the first five years especially - -
| often thought she could equally have beeBetter combination than 39 years in the Labor

) rty and having to survive for 40 years. | did
elected to this Senate. She has the same sk . : h
that | have and she is a superb Australian. gt believe my wife would survive 40 years

thank her most sincerely. ith me being in the Labor Party.

| have three boys. Joshua, who is in the Senator Forshaw—You get less for mur-
gallery, was only three when | was electedder-

He is now 21 and about to finish law. Mat- Senator JONES—That is right. | have
thew, who is a medical student, is a grealoippiad 4 lot of notes. | decided that | would
mate. Nathan, my very good friend, is still 'nsay this. As Baden, the President and John
year 11 at school. spoke, they reminded me of different things

| wish to take a sentence from my parentghat happened, so | made little notes. | have
letter to me today. My mother, who is in hemow decided that | will try to stick very
late 70s and has always been a great suppostrictly to what | was going to say in the first
er, says, ‘It will be just great to have you afplace and not be tempted, because the hour is
home here more often in the days that lajate. | am standing here, as Baden said,
ahead.” My father, who is now 85 and playsaamongst friends.
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When | came to the Senate 15 years ago inSenator JONES—That is right. As | was
1981, it was a different place. It was in thesaying, the one sad thing about leaving here

old chamber; that was the first thing. is that when | came here we were in opposi-
Senator Alston—It was a lot more civilis- 17 and now that | am leaving we are in
ed opposition. Mr Howard is now the Prime

Minister. What | also have to remember is
Senator JONES—I am not so sure aboutthat he was the Treasurer under Fraser when
that. Malcolm Fraser was the Prime Ministerwe came in here in opposition. The political
which was one great change. Hayden wagheel has turned. | do not believe that things
Leader of the Opposition. There was amave really changed from the point of view of
election between Hawke and Fraser. Ohe government at this stage. | do not want to

course, Hawke finished up leading theyo on with that, because I do not want to start
government. From 1983 until the last electiora fight tonight.

we were the government. One thing that did give me a lot of pleasure
Senator Brownhill—Too long. was being the whip in this place. There are a

Serator JONES-—Notong enough. There £ 0f 07| coul el about people kg
were other things we should have done. | haF; | found out afterwyargds was the real
1988, we moved to the new house, the ne ason
building for the new parliament. | do not ) _
think it really changed. A lot of people think Senator Alston—Write your book, Gerry.
it has changed the place, but | do not think Senator JONES—Everyone tells me to
so. In the old house there was a bit morevrite a book. If | wrote a book, it would be
comradeship, where you met people as yaa funny book. | would try to pick up the
walked down hallways. The hallways wergunny bits. During my period here, | kept a
full and there were other members. You coulébt of notes. Deputy presidents, presidents and
always find out what was happening about thether members of the chamber used to write
place. Here you could look down a hallwaylittle notes to the whip and comment on
and fire a cannon safely. You probably wouldtertain things. | have a drawer at home. |
not see anyone in the hallway at that timeused to take all the notes home and throw
There have been some changes. them in the drawer. The other day | started to

The one sad moment | have is not that | arﬁo through the drawer and date the notes. As
leaving this place. | think we are sitting an' S&id, if | ever attempted to write a book, it
extra day. | am told that the governmenWOUId be a beauty. | must say that | think you

; ‘alati would get some fun out it, because | do not
cannot manage their legislative program. think | would write it with any venom. |

Senator Pattersor—That is unfair! would write it as the notes were given to me

Senator JONES—I thought so. and in the way that they came out.
Being the whip was very important, from
my point of view anyway. | believe that this
Senator JONES—Or anything else, yes. place is different from the House of Represen-
Senator Brownhill—But you were a good tatives. Every day the parliament sits, there is
and honest whip. a meeting of whips. You have to talk about
o the day’s program, find out what is going to
Senator JONES—That is right. | can happen, see if there are any surprises. | know
remember Robert Hill saying to me on ahe whip is now the whip in opposition. In
number of occasions, ‘I don’t know why thegovernment, we used to have to call meetings
government cannot manage their _Ieglslat|vgnd get the people together.
program.” Robert, | say the same thing to you The good thing that came out of it was that

now. | do not know why you cannot manage "
; c Tt got to know most people in the chamber
the government's legislative program. very well. | also developed a fairly strong

Senator Crane—The whips do. friendship, | believe, with the other whips—

Senator Faulkne—Or anything else.
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Senator Margaret Reid, who was the opposallowed them to undertake other things that
tion whip at that stage; Vicki Bourne from thethey wanted to do. | must also mention Joan
Democrats; Senator Chamarette from thdlarvey, my former whip’s clerk, who | think
Greens, who at first did not arrive but thereveryone, on both sides of the chamber,
did arrive, and then gave us a reasonabbgreed did a very good job. She was an
interesting but hard time; Dominic Foremanexcellent employee and she will be a loss to
who was the assistant whip; and Johthis place.

Faulkner, who rose to great heights and is | haye a list of people, and | know that
now the Leader of the Opposition in thegaden went through a lot of them. | want to
Senate. John, to you | say thank you for youhank the transport officers, Bruce and
help when | was the whip, particularly whenk earen. They arranged for cars to pick me up
| was overseas and you were doing things thgh time at various places throughout Austral-

I should have been doing. ia; | forgive them for all the cars that were
Senator Brownhill—I was the other one— late. Cleaver Elliott, John Vander Wyk, Terry
your old sparring partner. Brown, Bev Orr and Angie Lilley work in the

Senator JONES—Yes, that's right, my old qffice just outside and _assisted me during the
sparring partner from the United Nations. fime that | was the whip.
should talk to Senator Baume and tell him | must mention the PLOs. The late Rob
about New York and all the things that shouldlones did a tremendous job and was a loss not
happen, but | am afraid that | might—onlyonly to this parliament but to everyone in the
might—tell him the wrong things. Sorry, parliament. George Thompson, who is now
Senator Baume. chief adviser to John, did a great job and was

At 12 o'clock on Sunday night, when | Of great assistance.
finish being a senator and become Gerry And of course there is Nhan Vo-Van, who
Jones again—not Mr Jones but Gerry Jones4s still there. | must say that John Panizza has
there will be some sadness, the sadness mfobably got one of the best PLOs that this
missing colleagues and people on the oth&enate has ever had. He showed professional-
side as well. There will be some sadness iism when | dealt with him as government
missing the process, the way that things workhip; he shows the same type of professional-
here—and | think only senators understangm now. But it is a pity that they cannot win
how the place works. | am not sure that ona division from the other side.

could say the public completely understands | thank the attendants, Allan and his band
the Senate. | think Senator Chamarette, @} the chamber, for all the work that they do;
someone else, said that if you go back, yothe attendants throughout parliament; the
will certainly have some material to work onjansardreporters; Harry Evans, Anne Lynch,
that you never believed you would have. Thag|ack Rod and all the people that work with
material is unique to the Senate. them. If | have missed anyone, | am sure that
I really think that tonight is a time when | Baden has covered them.
should thank people. First of all, | thank the Finally—and it is finally—I will not men-
Labor Party for the time that | have spent iRjon gl the comments made by the President.
the Labor Party, for the endorsement that e sajd that presiding officers should go
had, for their confidence in me, and for theyerseas because they meet more people, and
fact that | came here and represented the pagy |isted all the peopie that we met. | have
and the people that belonged to the party. had one or two trips overseas—only one or
| want to express my gratitude to my stafftwo—and | suppose, of the people | have met,
Karen Thompson, who has been my secretahyput first the Pope. | had a private audience
for nine years; lan Ross, a former editor oWith the Pope. | did well for a backbencher,
the Australian who worked the media for me; | thought. | met Yasser Arafat and discussed
Natasha Thompson and Sacha Berry, twiie peace plan before it started to take place
young girls who used to split the week bein the Middle East. | went to South Africa
tween them—that gave them employment angcently and met Mandela after they had
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discussed their constitution. Backbenchers, doPrior to anti-apartheid demonstrations
not feel bad about it. | think backbenchers dstarting in Australia, some people may re-
very well when they go— call—you may have to go back and look this

Senator Brownhill—Shevardnadze. up because | know it is a long time ago—in
the early 1970s that the Lions came out here
Senator JONES—Shevardnadze at the

Lo ctopl b inst Australia. Because the
United Nations. | think backbenchers will dohoag %}/ar;egd g;agiﬁlsq{ssogiri;ﬂca’ a team thzz[

very well when they go overseas. | must alsq a5 selected under the apartheid system, we

say that when | went to Chile, | representeggjieved that they should not be allowed to
Australia at the inauguration of the preS|dentp|ay in Australia. We tried to organise a

Senator Alston—You didn’'t meet Baden, demonstration in Brisbane.

did you? | think most people know my wife. She
Senator JONES—No, Baden didn’'t do it; certainly does not look like a demonstrator.

| did it. That was the one thing that he wasshe looks like a middle class person rather

crooked on me for—that | represented Austhan a demonstrator. She started the demon-

tralia. stration against the Lions. There were two

It is important that | thank my wife Rita. | People there—my wife and a young teacher.
think anyone who can put up with someond hey handed out dodgers in front of where
who has been in the Labor Party for 39 yearéle Lions were going in to play Queensland.
and last 40 years together deserves a lot dhat was the first demonstration against the
credit. When | started my political career@partheid system relating to sport. | went out
which was in 1963, | ran as a candidatdo the airport to pick up Tony Abrahams who
against Ceb Barnes in McPherson. The elefad come from France. He played rugby in
torate stretched from Southport to Boonathe centres or the wing for Australia, but
Warwick and so on. would have no truck with the apartheid

Senator West—That is the year SenatorSyStem'

Neal was born. Rita and | went to South Africa. During our

Senator JONES—You have really made visit to South Africa we went to a rugby
me feel good now. In 1969 | ran for the seafiich- We watched New Zealand play West-
of Kennedy against Bob Katter Sr. ern Province. It was the first time that | had

been to a rugby match since the days of the
Senator Woodley—I voted for you that demonstrations, and it was the first rugby
year. match that Rita had been to since the day she
Senator JONES—You are the first one that started the demonstration. It was ironic that it
did. He beat me by about 10,000 votes. Iwas South Africa. It was a very fitting end to
1967, | became an organiser for the Labdhe apartheid system that we finished up in
Party. | then became the executive officer'South Africa, went to rugby and could see the
secretary and then a senator. Through all thegsult of the changes that had taken place and
time my wife was of great support to me. the changes that they had made in their

; ; titution to do away with the apartheid
I think one of the things that people do nof©NS ' do /
know is that, during the anti-apartheid demongyStem and bring in a fair and proper govern-

strations, particularly during the stop-the-toument'

demonstrations, | led the demonstrations in During the course of my political career, in
Queensland. | have a photo of me sitting invhich Rita gave me loyal support, | suppose
the main street with all the demonstratorghe biggest disappointment | have is that,
The Liberal Party tried to beat me in a statstarting as an official party organiser in 1967,
seat. They had that photo and drew a ringmissed watching my four children—three
around my head and said, ‘You are resporgirls and one boy—growing up. | think | have

sible. You led demonstrations.’ In actual facprobably spent more time with my grandchild-
that increased their vote so there was no resn than | have with my children. To all

problem with it. senators | say, ‘Don’t miss out on your kids.
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If you are going to waste time in the SenateJohn Hewson was his senior adviser and |
do it in such a way that you give priority towas his parliamentary secretary to justify his
your family and your kids." | say publicly office’s failure to bring forward anti-evasion
tonight that | still love my wife and | have legislation that had been promised two years
enjoyed the last 40 years. | hope the next 4€arlier, said, ‘Mr Treasurer, how do you
years are as good. explain the inexplicable?” One day | will

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT—Sunday, 30 write a fairly detailed piece. All former

June is Rita and Gerry’s 40th wedding anniournalists say that they are going to write a
versary—congratulations. book. | will write a book and | hope the tax

office and its secret agendas and all sorts of
Senator MICHAEL BAUME  (New South  iher things get a fair slice of the book.

Wales)—I| add my congratulations on that . .
event and also say how pleased | am to heJohn Howard also had to live with the
following Gerry Jones, a man whom I greatlyudicrous accusation that he had left a $9.6
respect. | have informally indicated to thelillion dollar deficit for the 1983-84 financial
President that | intend to retire from the/®&r. The proof of the absurdity of that claim,
Senate before the August budget session. THilCh depended on a continuation, among
is my farewell to this chamber. | wish theOther things, of what was already the worst
best of everything to the other nine senatof&ought for 50 years for a further 15 months,
whose terms are finishing. Some are clos§@s evident when the Hawke government
friends, like Baden Teague; others friendlyProught down its 1983-84 budget revealing an
opponents, like Senators Jones, Burns, Whed Pillion dollar deficit after it had added a
wright and Bell; and others | simply have not1t $1.5 billion of its own expenditure. As a
had the opportunity of getting close to. | wanf€Sult, the Howard forecast of a likely deficit
to single out Senator Christabel Chamaretf@ @bout $6.5 billion was remarkably accurate,
for special mention as a special person. S t that did not diminish the totally dishonest
is someone of total commitment and integri¢ontinual attacks on him on this score.
ty. Despite my almost continual disagreements These examples of the political crosses John
with her, | certainly treasure her friendship. Howard has had to bear from opponents who
When | made my maiden speech as thigad little regard for the truth, and the manner
member for Macarthur in the House of Reprelm Which he has triumphed over them to
sentatives a little over 20 years ago, | said tpecome Australia’s Prime Minister, underline
believed that the middle ground, the mainSOMe of the reasons for my unashamed
stream of Australia, would see the Libera&qm”at'on for the man. His election as Prime
Party as its intellectual home. The mainstreatfiNiSter gave me one of the greatest thrills of
left home and dumped us in 1983, and | IosﬁEy political career. No-one deserved it more;
my seat along with my exciting job as parlia-t e mainstream has come back to its natural
mentary secretary to the Treasurer, JoHiMe.
Howard. My special responsibility was in John Winston Howard, like his middle-
helping sort out the mess the tax office hadamesake, is the right man in the right job at
made by wrongly accepting as absolute the right time. He has the strength of intellect,
High Court judgment that section 260 of thewill and character to lead Australia out of our
tax act was not effective against a whol@resent problems.

series of devious tax evasion arrangements. Itqhe of the crosses he bears at the moment

has since been found to have been effectiyg the cross- benches of this chamber, with the

all the time. perception by the Australian Democrats and

John Howard was made to carry the politiGreens that it is in their political interests to
cal can for what was more a lack of skill inforce a double dissolution—and so create
the tax office than a lack of will by the lower electoral quotas—overwhelming any
government. | will never forget the incrediblesense of responsibility to pass the legislative
comment by a former tax commissioner whoprogram of a government elected with a
when called on in John Howard’s office whermassive mandate of reform. John Howard'’s
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reform program, so overwhelmingly endorsedrgent need at a time when the government
last March, has been stalled, not on the basigas diminishing the role of the House of
of merit or sound argument but for a perRepresentatives to little more than an electoral
ceived political benefit. | think the Democratscollege for the executive, a situation now
and the Greens are wrong on all scorefeing reversed by the Howard government.

including politically. In my maiden speechto Ng doubt people will find different things

the Senate almost 11 years ago I'said: {5 remember me by. Some will see no further
The role we have here is a most important onghan their snouts and will think only of pigs.
ensuring, if we can, that Australia is being welll \would say here that | am proud of my
g?vtlalrrfd,tth?t our laws are Jtusg a/';d that tthe ri9hfSerformance in revealing—despite a persistent
of all Australians are protected. As senators, 0 :

responsibilities, like our privileges, are substantiaﬁgém‘pa'gn of persqr!al abuse—maﬁers thqt go
Itis our duty, and certainly it is my intention, nevert0 the heart of ministerial and prime minis-
to shirk those responsibilities” or abuse thosterial duty and questions of potential for con-
privileges. flict of interest. The accuracy of my revel-

There are two points | would like to makeations of illegality and impropriety has been

about this. Firstly, on the question of responconfirmed by the successful prosecutions of
sibilities, | believe | have worked hard toSome of the persons involved. This matter is

fulf” mine. | am Concerned that the Cross_far from f|n|Shed and Others will pursue the

benches here are not living up to theirsmproprieties involved that are still emerging.
Secondly, | want to say something about the To my mind, my greatest contribution to
abuse of privileges. On that score, | stronglyhis place was to add an extra dimension to
defend my actions in this chamber, whichhe use of notices of motion and the tabling
have been criticised. On all occasions bf Auditor-General’s reports and government
believe they were in the public interest. | notelocuments as methods of keeping a check on
that the truth hurts most and | have alwayghe exercise of increasingly authoritarian
spoken what | believed to be the truth. power by government. | hope my colleagues
It is remarkable that what the media deWill continue to pursue matters in these areas,

scribes as ‘investigative journalism’ whereven though the need now has been signifi-
they do it magically becomes muckraking angantly diminished.

mudslinging when a politician does it. My The Senate estimates committees have
own view of my responsibilities rests on myprovided me with opportunities to examine
hope in my maiden speech here that | woulguestionable government spending programs,
be: particularly after John Howard, as opposition
.. . judged here on my contribution to the Senate’teader, in 1986 appointed me as foundation
performance in making or, in some instanceChairman of the Waste Watch Committee. |
unmaking the laws under which we live. | hopeam proud of the achievements of that commit-
that that judgment will be on the substance of whage n exposing ludicrous examples of waste

| do because it is substance that really matters. T : ; :
dependency on demagoguery and the reliance %d vote buying by pandering to fringe

rhetoric that has so often diminished politica@rouPs with indefensible hand-outs of govern-
debate in this Chamber no longer carries weighhent money. The female surfboard fiasco,
among thinking Australians. song-writers in residence and all the rest of

Unfortunately, all but a few months of mythIS nonsense are now things of the past as a
Senate life I have spent in opposition, but fesult of the efforts of that committee. Senate
can look back with pleasure at some changé§ference committees, particularly the arts,

| have made, for the better, to governmerffducation and soccer inquiries on which |
legislation from opposition, particularly on theS€rved, were good examples of the positive
Australia Card issue and its replacement. THePhtribution the Senate makes.

role | have most enjoyed is using some of the | should mention, in passing, that in all
forms of the Senate to bring a greater level ahese Senate activities—and | imagine | am
detailed scrutiny of government than haane of the most frequent speakers in this
apparently previously existed. This was achamber—



2474 SENATE Thursday, 27 June 1996

Government senators—No, no! Patterson interject. Among the many exciting

Senator MICHAEL BAUME —I do not Non-parliamentary events in my political life
know which interjection to acknowledge.h@ve been duties overseas, such as my three
They are all accurate. In all these activities [ONthS as our parliamentary representative to
have never read a speech. | am tonight?€ United Nations General Assembly in
however, referring to copious notes onl 993, where | had the remarkable thrill of
because | have many things | want to say iﬁp_eaklng to the General Assembly from the
a very limited time and | want to makedaiS at which so many leading figures of the
certain | get it right. | have always taken theVorld have spoken.
view that, if | did not know enough about a Senator Teague—Which city was that,
subject to talk about it without reading aMichael?

speech, | should not be talking at all. Senator MICHAEL BAUME —In New

Senator Bob Collins—You could have York—and the official or party visits to the
fooled me! parliament of the Council of Europe, to South

Senator MICHAEL BAUME —I acknow- America, China, South Korea and Taiwan,
ledge that interjection because it reflects thand to the UK and other European nations.
sort of attitude | would expect from Senator Another highlight was playing for this
Collins—I should not be talking at all, and Iparliament in a cricket match at the Sydney
wish Senator Collins would not talk at all. I Cricket Ground against the New South Wales
commend that view to my colleagues and t@arliament, where the old SCG scoreboard
the Manager of Government Business in theead ‘Baume 47, Hawke 2'. Perhaps | should
Senate as a method of possibly diminishingdd that Senator Chapman scored 42. We still
the time spent on some matters. got beat. | have enjoyed many other cricket

The job here has not been all boring exaninatches, and | have often wondered whether
ination of legislation, the great bulk of which,my close friendship with the Prime Minister
until this session unfortunately, had beemay have something to do with the fact that
passed with only modest or no amendmentstumped a bloke off his bowling in a match
despite the false impression given by th@gainst the builders—and it was a very good
media that the major parties spend all thefall too.

time here in massive disagreement. As a| feel proud of the number of schools |
former journalist, | despair at the inadequatfave encouraged to visit parliament and the

and often misleading nature of so much of thaumper of national flags | have presented.
press gallery’s cover of our activities—yet for

most Australians it is the only method of
being informed about what is happening i
this the democratic process.

It was not, however, roses roses all the way.
uring my first two years in the House of
epresentatives, | was held under water by
) ) the Labor opposition, who subjected me to
My greatest thrill here was in my threeynfair and false attack on the basis of the
years under John Hewson as shadow ministgfilyre of a Sydney stockbroking firm in
for the arts, heritage and sport, where Myhich | had previously been a non-owner
hobbies became my job and where my degjariner. An official inquiry under a Labor
late friend David Parker and his wife, Mariestate government into this failure had specifi-
Van Hove, encouraged me to put my moutls|ly exempted me from any criticism relating
where my shadow ministry was and sing thg, the firm’s failure. That put some iron in
role of the Judge inTrial by Jury in the my soul and gave me a view of the lack of
Canberra City Opera’s production in parliaintegrity of those who in those days deliber-
ment's Great Hall. ately falsified that report to attack me.

Senator Pattersor—And a good judge  ager all that, there was nothing | felt the

too’. Labor Party could do to me that hurt. Most of
Senator MICHAEL BAUME —'And a the abusive remarks about me | took as an
good judge too’, | hear my friend Senatoraccolade, considering the character and
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credibility of those making them. Some ofalso in the gallery tonight, and the late Mar-
those opposite who will be glad to see me ggaret Noakes. To all—I thank you for your
are, | hope, endorsing my effectiveness ovgratience.

the years in exposing what should have beenThanks to parliamentary staff, particularly
exposed and in commending what deserved {ge old hands we do not see any more like
be commended but vigorously opposing what argle—although we do see her husband,
was not in Australia’s best interests. Frank—Jan, Josie, Norma and Col from

Spending 20 years or so in this professionatering; the Senate transport team and
imposes enormous pressures on one’s familgomcar drivers; Indra Kuruppu and her
I am very lucky indeed to have a wife, Toni,colleagues from the library; Tony Kryger and
who enjoys the political process and who wahkis group in Statistics; and my old Nowra
a member of the New South Wales statenate, John Seyffer, also sitting in the gallery,
executive of the Liberal Party before wefor his voluntary assistance for many months.
married six years ago last Sunday. We have| regret leaving the Senate. It is a vital part
proved that the parliamentary and organisgst the democratic process. | have enjoyed my
tional wings of the Liberal Party can at timespembership of it and the friendships 1 have
get along very well indeed, despite evidencgade on both sides of this chamber, at the
to the contrary elsewhere. Unfortunately, thigjerks table and in the attendants room. | hope
week she suffered the tragic loss of heg is not the kiss of death, but | have a very
mother in a car accident, and | thank her foﬁigh regard for opponents like Robert Ray,
being here with me today. Barney Cooney and former Senators Doug

So are my three sons—Andrew, NicholasicClelland and Kerry Sibraa, and | have a
and Patrick. As young children, they put upvhole host of wonderful friends on this side.
with my commitments to my marginal seat ofThank you, Harry and Anne, Alan and Hans-
Macarthur, but at least | made sure we hadrd.

qua_llity time together b_y attending their sport, And thank you, Liberal Party, for selecting
their debates and their school events. To ale for the honour of representing you and my
parents in this business—I plead with you t@tate in parliament. Now | look forward to
ensure you do not become separated froggrying the Howard government in a new and
your children. | treasure the close relatlonshlgxciting role. Thank you.

I have with my now adult sons, and | remem- Senator SPINDLER (Victoria)—I am

ber fondly the unrehearsed endorsement Father glad that Senator Faulkner earlier

Nowra by a 10-year-old Nicholas on 3 oniah [ « ¢
microphone in the 1975 election: ‘Vote'©M9Y tg_%\lle me perhmlsshlon_to speak as often
Liberal for Michael Baume because he’s m)gs possible now that he Is in opposition,
dad’. ecause in a sense | cheated: | gave what |
called a final speech yesterday and my vale-
Senator Alston—Pretty desperate. dictory today. | gave my final speech yester-
Senator MICHAEL BAUME —Actually, day because our four children were able to be
that was the best reason for voting for me. Tpresent. | am glad that Julia is still able to be
my grandchildren, Alex and Max, my step-here, together with Beverly Irving, my long-
children, Jo, Kim and Rob, and my stepsuffering assistant in the office. They are the
grandchildren, Madison and John—my lovetwo women who run my life at the moment,

There are many people | would like toOF have until today.
thank for their support of me, particularly in It has been a great privilege for me to be
the New South Wales Liberal Party, in mypart of the process of making the Senate a
old Macarthur electorate organisation, mynore effective house of review—for the last
friends and colleagues in both chambers, argix years as a senator for Victoria and, before
my staff. John Ryan, since 1977, has beenthat, as senior adviser to former Senators Don
trusted and loyal aid. How he has put up witfChipp and Janine Haines when they were
me, | will never know. | cannot thank himleaders of the Australian Democrats. That
enough. Others include Solveig Dewhurstprocess for the Democrats includes assessing
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every clause of every bill to determine whethby my childhood experiences in war-torn Europe
er it should be passed, amended or rejectedﬁﬂd the enormity of the Holocaust. | determined
perhaps Senator Michael Baume could taKBat | wanted to do all I could to ensure that such
note of that—on the basis of the merits of that "¢ did not occur again.

legislation, as defined by the policies andrurther, | said that | wanted to make sure that
principles of the Australian Democrats. we made every effort to leave a world to our

That issue touches on the debate we hafgildren and their children where such a
had in the community about mandates. prospect could be excluded with some confi-

believe it has now been finally acknowledged€nce: | then proceeded to thank my family,
that the definition of ‘keeping them honest'MY 0Wn staff and the staff of the other Demo-

means keeping them accountable in terms Gfat senators. No doubt senators will be
the common good rather than on the basis gelieved that | do not intend to repeat those
whether a government mandate for a particFomments.

lar measure has been created by including thatBut | must express my feelings about all the
measure in the party’s election speech. Cleasther people who make our work possible.
ly it is the task of executive government toOne of the most positive experiences of my
propose laws and, if passed, to implemengrm in the Senate was the utterly professional
them. To reverse that order and to suggeget friendly support provided by the staff of

that the government of the day has the righthe Senate. One incident stands out from my
to tell parliament which laws to pass is arearly days with former Senator Don Chipp. |

arrogant denial of parliamentary democracycalled on the then Clerk of Procedure, one

There is of course also the increasing paddarry Evans, to get an amendment drafted.
of economic, social and technological chang&nce he had elicited exactly what | wanted—
the resulting uncertainty about our future an# itself no mean feat—Harry Evans walked
the complexity of the challenges facing?Cross to his assistant, who was sitting at an
governments which make a mockery of anylectnc typewriter, and dictated then and there
rigid three-year program, as indeed all gov@ number of word-perfect clauses amending
ernments are experiencing. But being geveral acts of parliament.

legislator is not enough. One of the reasons That incident has stayed with me as the
| entered parliament and am leaving withsymbhol of the quality of the service we enjoy
mixed feelings is that there is potential fokrom the other clerks—Anne Lynch, Peter
pursuing one’s own aspirations for our indio'Keefe, Cleaver Elliott, John Vander Wyk
vidual and collective futures. and Rosemary Laing—the Usher of the Black
Senator Bob Collins—We’'ll miss you, Sid. Rod, Rob Alison, and the Deputy Usher of
Senator SPINDLER—Thank you. Let me the Black Rod, Andrea Griffiths, the quiet and
; : el ..much appreciated professionalism of the
quotE. briefly from my final speech earlier thlsatten danFt)S and Conrw)car drivers. the Table
week , , Office, the printing shop and all the other
' OV‘;]"ed up to my agenqlat In my r‘:'r.St S|°e.eﬁh_t‘§ervices which make our work possible. Two
push us closer to a society which is socially an : : - s
economically just for all its members, regardless spects continue to fill me with some awe:
colour, creed, gender, sexuality, disability of'OW On earth Hansard can be accurate yet

wealth; a society which is ecologically sustainablénake one’s garbled output look so elegant in
and which is accepting of our responsibility toprint; and how often one can ask the same

reduce inequality globally. procedural question and still receive a friend-
| have, | went on to say: ly, patient and accurate answer.

.. . the strong belief not only that inequality in  Earlier | said that being a legislator is not

people’s life opportunities is— enough and perhaps the most important
inherently and— avenue to explore new directions is offered by

morally wrong, but also that such inequality (N Senate committees and their staff. And

injustice and intolerance ultimately leads to conhere | have participated in many inquiries that
flict, oppression and violence. This was reinforcedtave given me great pleasure and great
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satisfaction, starting with mergers and acquisfinance minister reluctant to provide funds for
tions; my own inquiry into industry, develop-select committees of inquiry established by
ment and tariffs; cost of justice; outworkersthis chamber—a clear and, | believe, regret-
treaties; and more recently indicators anthble example of party political considerations
benchmarks. overriding the principles of government

Senator Bell interjecting- accountability.

Senator SPINDLER—Thank you. Of Mr President, | wish to pay tribute to my
course there are the couple of landmines thaglleagues. The Australian Democrats, being
| am leaving behind—the unfinished businesg small team, have to work as a team and
of the casino and sexuality inquiries. | havdave to work well together. Cheryl Kernot is
always counted this work as a criticallyknown to us not only for managing the
important part of my work in this place. I political process and the presentation of the
have found the committee secretariat membepglitical process but also for showing steel
not only of legal and constitutional affairs,and commitment to what is right and just, as
which probably was my preferred home of all described yesterday.
the committees, but also of the NCA; family Ropert Bell is returning to community

law; corporations; economics; foreign affairsgctivities but | am sure he will be back. Much

defence and trade; and migration committeqgs been said about the contributions he has

to be unfailingly hardworking, efficient and made to our process here. Certainly, he has

competent. provided a very weighty anchor to the debates
Two chairmen stand out: Senator Barnein our party room.

Cooney has shown himself to be one of the \1eq | ees has always been capable, energet-
great civil libertarians of this chamber and §. gnd committed—the ‘whirling dervish’ is

friend; ‘and Senator Chris Ellison has disyne term that comes to mind. Vicki Bourne,
played such even-hand yet goal-directegnce known in the far off days when she

fairness that he could have come from any,keq for then Senator Colin Mason as the
party. | trust this is not the kiss of death,

Chris. One of the pleasant surprises was th&;ﬁrty girl has become "Madam Lasfv, our

. A . ip. She is a very efficient, very effective
we could disagree quite strongly on iSSUeS—nq most enthusiastic defender of human
Senator Alan Ferguson and Senator JORys hoth in Australia and overseas. We all
Panizza come to mind—yet work togethefogiie \yith her to get a word in because that
constructively and cooperatively, even regarl 5 topic dear to the hearts of Democrats.
each other with a degree of respect and )
civility, perhaps with Senator lan Macdonald With John Woodley we were delighted to

providing one of the rare exceptions. be finally respectable enough to have a

. Jeverend in our midst. John has added a
It is one of my regrets that a backbencher(%}r,[ain aura to our team which will not be

resources simply cannot be stretched to p . ;
LT . . . - forgotten. John, the dignity and wisdom that
justice to six shadow portfolios, five commit gomes with it is much appreciated.

tees and, just as importantly, the pursuit o
issues not currently on thidotice Paper In Natasha Stott Despoja is the latest addition
my case, the attempt has affected my healéind is proving that youth is no bar to achieve-
and confirmed the need to leave. More genement and no bar to a fantastic future. | be-
ally, | am sure, it is short-sighted policy tolieve that we will hear a lot from Natasha.
deny the resources to so many motivated andj should mention Lyn Allison. She is not
capable senators which could multiply thget in this chamber but | am delighted that as
contributions that those senators could makg.am leaving it has been possible to ensure
It should not be beyond the capacity of thehat there will be another Democrat senator
parliament to find resources to extract thatrom Victoria. | have come to know Lyn as
extra value out of senators willing to shouldebeing extremely capable and as having a
additional responsibilities. Unfortunately, westrong will. She also has a somewhat dubious
are moving in the opposite direction, with gpast, having been arrested at Albert Park



2478 SENATE Thursday, 27 June 1996

during one of the demonstrations against thiesay that, apart from the Anti-Slavery Soci-
raceway. Previously she was an independeety, | expect to be spending some time at the
councillor of the City of Port Melbourne. | International Centre for Conflict Resolution
can assure senators opposite that she will lamd also to hang out my shingle as a media-
a handful to deal with. tor. Mr President, if your successor finds that

Andrew Murray | do not know very well, duestion time does not improve | might be
He comes to us from Western Australia. H ack with some business cards and distribute

is a Rhodes Scholar. | am sure he will add §'€m around the chamber.
lot to the intellectual debate of this chamber. | will leave the Senate deeply concerned
Mr President, | will mention briefly some about the future of our society, and in a sense

of the other senators who are leaving anf@M regretful that | am not able to stay. The
essentially associate myself with the remark&'€sent government, | feel, is embarking on
made by others who have gone before me, cost cutting spree outside any conceivable

particular Senator Kernot on behalf of the?Clicy framework and devoid of any rational
substantive basis for the cuts that are being

Australian Democrats. Let me first say some i
thing about Bryant Burns made. All we get is, ‘We must reduce the
' budget deficit and fill this black hole of $8

| share the respect that others have expressiion'—a figure which has now been largely
ed for the conviction that Bryant has exhibitgjscredited.

ed in many areas of his work in the commit-

tees. | cannot remember, Bryant, one occasion’V€ know that it is based on necessarily
uncertain economic growth forecasts. We also

where | felt | should disagree with you. It wa
a good, useful and cooperative relationshi;iknow that these forecasts have already been

) i revised upwards, thus significantly reducing
Tom Wheelwright—a very brief presencethe deficit. The black hole has now become
but we went together to Mururoa. That was ghe grey hole, possibly even with some white
memorable occasion. edges, yet this does not stop the government
| have always respected Christabel Cham#? its destructive frenzy. The day after the
rette. | have not always agreed with Christevised growth estimates were announced, the
tabel. My wife claims that she is an anarchistl reasurer, Mr Peter Costello, was all over the
so to some extent— media saying that the cuts will go ahead

Senator Chamarette—I've never met your anyway. ] ]
wife. Australia’s economic future depends on our
i . . industries increasing their capacity to compete
Senator SPINDLER—Julia claims she is iyernationally—that is, to replace imports and
an anarchist, so | can appreciate to a lar

. - export more to reduce unemployment—yet
ﬁXte”t how thedmmld ?f an anarc;hlst r\]/vork_f_.h he Howard government is cutting industry
ﬁveé‘ grerat hea of respect for that. Thqgisiance, export promotion and labour
chamber and the government process are Ndb et programs. Australia needs to become
easily adapted to anarchist mode, as | aipe 11y clever and innovative society, yet Mr
sure, Christabel, you have found out. But it i

halleraing f i 0 ai oward is cutting funding to education,
challenging for us sometimes 10 give SOMEagaarch and development. Our society needs

thought to how things could be done differyq hocome the civil society, as Eva Cox called
ently and better. | think you have provided Ui "her Boyer lectures, concerned about
with some ideas on that, and | am sad thfgtice “the collective good and government
you are leaving. accountability, yet Mr Howard is reducing the

Baden Teague, | will not compete with youOmbudsman’s budget by a third. The vandals
for the office of head of state, but | may meeare not only at the gates, they are well within
you at the constitutional convention, | hopethe gates.

President Michael Beahan, | have always Australians need the Senate and the Senate
had a great deal of respect for the way imeeds the Australian Democrats to make
which you have handled this chamber. Magovernment accountable, to scrutinise the cuts
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to services dictated by the economic rationexperience for me to see that happen. | guess
alists in Finance and Treasury, and to protedtwas against the tradition of the Senate that
Australian citizens from the destructiveeverybody got up and clapped, even people in
consequences of these ill-considered cuts. thie gallery, and | appreciate the fact that most
will be a tough job, but | am sure the Senatpeople in the gallery did not object to that:
is up to it. they understood the emotional occasion.

Senator BURNS (Queensland)—I would | had excellent experience on a number of
like to indicate right at the very beginningcommittees which | chose to go on and was
that as Bryant Burns, and someone who mdgrtunate enough to be able to go on. | was
believe in certain issues and care abo@ble to work with people within the Labor
fairness and equity in the community, peopParty who also had a commitment in those
le’s civil rights, their right to good education,areas and also people from the opposition
to good health care, it would mean nothing ifvho had a real commitment in those areas as
| were not involved in the labour movementwell. | guess it was my first experience in the
| speak about the labour movement as th&enate of what they call split personality
trade union movement which built the Laboihere people on the other side would get up
Party; and they both, of course, make up thend no matter what we said they would cane
labour movement. So | indicate my apprecius and get stuck into us, but suddenly on a
ation to that great body of men and womegommittee when we talked about issues in a
who have made it possible for me to coméletailed way and we were given evidence
here to the Senate to play a role in the deve#bout what had happened and the direction in
opment and the future of this great country oivhich some issues were going, we could all
ours. come to agreement.

| have been proud to be part of the Labor It was rather strange, but it was a good
achievements over the nine years that | ha\Xperience to see that that could happen. Most
been here—although | have not supported #0f the committee work that | was involved in
of them: | am not one to sell assets that areesulted in unanimous decisions. Even when
good profit providers. However, | have nothere were some minority reports, they were
had to really search my conscience anfiot of any really great substance where the
suggest | should walk across the floor becaudgatters were important to this nation.
| guess | have a great appreciation for soli- In foreign affairs, in particular, 1 recall
darity and commitment to the majority viewwhen Graham Maguire was chairman and we
and the majority decision. | think withoutdid a report on India. Many reports are just
that, democracy is nothing. If you are noleft in piles to gather dust but this one was a
going to be part of an organisation or a bodyittle different because it was of great sub-
of people if they disagree with you, if youstance and | believe it was well thought out
only want those occasions when you get youh its recommendations. The description of the
way, then the whole of society has a reabvidence that had come to us by way of
problem. submissions was very helpful and construc-

| quess one of the highlights of my experilive. Indeed, there was a request from India
encges in the Senate \?vasgvery Iat()e/ atpnigl’ffPr hundreds of copies of the report so they
when the Mabo native title legislation wa ould analyse our attitude to the relationship
finally put through the Senate. | knew at thaPetween the two countries. When Graham
time that while there was much debate antflaguire visited India, he had an audience for
criticism from the opposition about the wayPn€ hour with the Prime Minister, which is
in which the legislation was couched, th¢luite unusual for people at those levels of
terms and the language, and some of the wa§gvernment—one to the other.
in which it provided for the native title to be There was an excellent report on South
administered, really no-one was opposed tAmerica. The ambassadors in those southern
seeing some benefit by way of traditional land\merican countries decided it would be useful
going to Aboriginal people. It was a greatf we continued the dialogue and attempted to
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make the relationship we had even better ardties and that | had a capacity as a chairman
just make suggestions of how that could bt&o get the best out of the committee, to
strengthened and made more productive. encourage them to be part of the debate and
| was involved in the report on our relation-10 Put forward suggestions that would be
ship with China. The Chinese government, i§"lightened and in the interests not only of
its usual generous way, invited the committe1® rural community but of the whole of the
to go there and see for ourselves the way t stralian community. | think | did that fairly
government operated and the prosperity th¥{€'
was accruing to the people there as a result ofAs | have always said, if as a chairman you
the opening up of their, as they call it, socialwant to get a result from a committee, you
ist market economy. | recall a very interestingeally have to encourage the members of that
visit, which was set up by Baden Teague, taommittee to put their points of view. You
the military university. It was a pleasure tohave to be fair in the way you deal with them
talk with the people there about the need tand you have to recognise the constructive
enhance what we had in terms of regionaliews they express. | guess, also, that it is
defence, where each of us could cooperatenportant, when people have sincerely held
how there could be an exchange between tlwews, that even if you do not agree with
military forces from both countries, and thehem, you have to think about it. | have
fact that we should be transparent in thsincerely held views, as others do. If you
things that we do and that we should bevant people to take you seriously and give
showing that we are really no threat to eackiou the right to hold those views, you have
other. | really enjoyed that occasion. to give them the same right to hold views that

These are not the only views | share witt€ different from yours. If you do that,
Baden Teague. Baden had been to China lofgtual respect can be developed and a lot of
before | had but | had studied the history of00d work can be done in the community.
China quite a bit. We are both very good On the question of the policy of the previ-
friends of China. If your friendships areous government and the policy of the govern-
genuine, you are not friends with someonenent that is now in power, | guess the elec-
because they think all the time the way youors will finally judge either side at the next
do or because they do everything you wardlection. | would just like to say that | intend
them to do. You accept them, warts and alto put quite a bit of my effort and time into
while at the same time trying to encouragassisting the trade unions as much as | can in
them through debate and discussion to convehat | believe is going to be a very big
across to your way of thinking. In the procesglispute in the community about industrial
they may very well convince you that yourelations.

might have to change your views. | have been amazed, when discussing the
On the question of the republic—I mightpolicies with people in the opposition, at their
get thrown out of the Labor Party for sayinghonestly held belief that some of the changes
all these nice things about Baden Teague—h industrial relations that have been suggest-
believe he is a fairly objective person, everd by way of the legislation that has come
though he is very misguided in many thingbefore the Senate and will now be looked at
he has said in the chamber and the marlyy a committee will be good for the com-
derogatory remarks he has made about tmeunity. | know they will not but | am amazed
former Labor government. that some of those people really feel that.

On many occasions when | travelled>ome do not—they just want to do the work-

throughout the country for regional and ruraf’S in—but there are many who do not want

affairs | was asked, ‘How come a bloke whd"'S:

is a trade unionist, and a leftie at that, ever Regardless of the erstwhile debate and the
became chairman of that committee?’ All Imany words said in this chamber and in the

could say was that it was because | care aboother chamber, the decision will not be made
rural people as | do about workers in thén Parliament House; it will be made out there
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in the workplace, between employers and Before | finish | must say that | certainly
employees, and in the community. | will beenjoyed working with people in the Labor
part of that struggle. | might see some peoplBarty. As | said today at a little gathering of
from time to time who have worked in thisLabor Party people, you do not always have
chamber. to like people to work with them, and | mean

| would like to thank the clerks, who havethat broadly. | have had many an argument in

been very helpful and always reasonably faif’y 42y but | have tried on most occasions to
| recall t)r/}at vl?/hen we wer):a in govern%en?tay away from personalities, because there

from time to time people on our side were nof‘re SO t;nany thitngs that peolple gan atgretehon.
too happy about the way the clerks helped thé you become 100 personal and nasty, they

opposition. But now we are always Veryare not inclined to work with you when they

grateful for any help they might give uS_noﬁ}vgould really like to. | think you have to take

that, because of our competence, dedicatid} VIeW: ‘Okay, lets disagree quite vigorous-

and enthusiasm, we need much help, but a but give the other person the right to have

help is worthwhile. It was with sadness thaf1at point of view.

| read about one of the clerks who operated | mentioned that the clerks have been of
so efficiently in this place being sacked irgreat help. | refer also to the people in the
Queensland because she was carrying out theansport Office. They have been of great
sort of work that she was instructed to do, téelp to me over the years. They have been
improve the way the parliament operated iwery friendly and have also treated me like a
that state. human being, which | have appreciated very

| | t sad. relieved or h much. | thank all the people around Parlia-
guess | am not sad, relieved or happy. fyent House who make our job so much easier
knew that | came into this place for a limited

period and that | would play a role—and tha?nd so much more constructive and useful.

that role would end and | would go on to do | go from here, as | said, into another
something else. | must say that the time #spect of my career. | am not suggesting it
have spent here has been most interesting andl be long. | think Michael Baume suggest-
most useful even though when | came herefd he might have a further long career. | do
was not a young person forming differenfiot know how long mine will be; one never
ideas and other views, and having a gre#fows. But | will certainly do my best to
appreciation for other people’s points of viewpursue equity and fairness in the community.
It has certainly given me more skills that Il _have noticed that the Democrats have a

had before | entered the Senate. similar view in that regard. | pay them a
tribute for that. There have been times when

People talk about the democratic procesg.\yas really encouraged to vote with them,
For people to elect someone into the SenagRy; there is that old solidarity thing—you can
for six years, or someone into the House gfever change.

Representatives potentially for three years, is, . .

not democracy. To do that, and then follow | Wish everybody in the chamber the best.
what they do and understand the effect thé\i know that when 10 people walk out of here,
decisions have on society in all its aspec%laey may have a lot of experience, they may

and to be able to get together as groups G8Ve & lot of knowledge, but they leave
people to put points of view so as to telP€hind them a lot of people who have also
people why they are right or wrong, suppor ot knowledge and will maybe acquire better
them or oppose them, and every day undef"owledge. The Senate is in good hands as
stand what is happening in this place and ifP"d s it lasts. | do not think it is a house of
other areas where laws and legislation af&View and | do not think it should really last
dealt with, is democracy for me. Until people©r @ long time.

in larger and larger numbers start to under- Senator CHAMARETTE (Western Aus-
stand this and assert their right in that waytralia)—Today | celebrate the end of four
the sort of democracy that we deserve angkars in this place. | am at the end of the six-
should have will not be at our disposal. year term to which | was appointed following
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the retirement of Senator Jo Vallentine. | uskas meant we have relied heavily upon the
the word ‘celebrate’ in its fullest sense. Ifull breadth of the services available to us.
celebrate the great debates and historic outve have helped coax the parliament, we
comes in which | have been privileged tdelieve, into the 20th century by supporting
participate. | celebrate the end of my timesuch things as electronic copies of bills, use
here, including my sadness at not having beef the fax gateway, access to laptops and
elected for a further term to represent theonnection to the Internet.

people of Western Australia, the Greens (WA) | \you|d like to thank all the information

and many who have supported and relied ofices support staff in this place, especially
my voice. | celebrate all the wonderful peopl,ser sypport, which | know is heavily relied
whom | have met, worked with, argued with,,,n by my staff. In particular, thank you to

laughed and cried with, during my time in theg;;, Adam, John Kerr, Graham Fawns and

Senate. Tonight | express my appreciation §onn pyer for their patience and invaluable

all of you, my Senate colleagues. | particulargy pertise. Thanks also to Lorraine Kearney
ly wish all the best to those who, with me, arg,nq joyce Clarke for keeping us connected by
departing. It has been a fascinating, challefiay 1o our constituency networks. | hope that
ging and at times frustrating experience.  giher honourable senators will take up the

I, too, want to express my appreciation techallenge to ensure that the parliament keeps
the clerks—to Harry, Anne, Cleaver, Peterpace with computer awareness and use in the
Rosemary and John. When | came as @mmunity. We must maximise communica-
solitary senator in 1992 they were a tremertion and consultation with the community and
dous help to me. It was a very invidiousminimise our heavy reliance on paper, with
position, and | am also very grateful for thethe tragic destruction of our forests.

model provided by my neighbour in My thank you to the many others too numerous
previous place in this chamber, Senator Briag, name ‘who make this parliament into less
Harradine. | do not think | could have had g, 4 institution and more of a community—
better teacher for some of the procedures théftendants, Comcar drivers, cafeteria and
were used in this chamber. dining room staff and the many others, in-

| want to express my gratitude to thecluding, of course, the staff members of other
parliamentary staff in this place, and to thearliamentarians, with whom we invariably
Parliamentary Library, and my tremendouslevelop links and friendships as we work on
appreciation and respect—in particular to thessues together.

clerks and all the supporting staff—for the | 3 yery aware that much of the sadness
way in which they approach their very im-| fee| in |eaving is at the loss of the com-
portant roles in this place for this country. munity that is my team—my staff, past and

| really appreciate Hansard. If we had tgresent, paid and unpaid. | acknowledge the
talk about bloopers, | could talk about mypresence of eight of them in the gallery at the
speech during the third reading debate on threoment. | cannot express the depth of my
native title legislation and how my commentappreciation. It has been a team. | have to
about Henry Reynolds’s article on native titleacknowledge that it is very much like an
being ‘prophetic’ came out as ‘pathetic’. Buticeberg—one-tenth at the top and nine-tenths
| had better not go into too many of thoseat the bottom. The amount of work that both
anecdotes in case there would ever be thgee and | have been able to get through
opportunity to return the compliment in thewould not have been possible without the
memoirs, for example, of Bernie Harris,dedication and commitment of the people who
Malcolm McGregor or any of the others. Ihave become not only staff but deep personal
know that we all really appreciate their hardriends.

work, their long hours and their unfailing | remember the first six weeks when my
courtesy and professionalism. team worked unpaid, as | did, before | was

My Senate team has been an avid user appointed to this place. It has been a really
technology. Our very limited staff resourcesnteresting last six weeks. It has been quite
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difficult adjusting to the fact that we areWhen people have no connection with each other,
leaving, and there has been a grieving irdismissing their place in the community is easy,

volved in that. It has been very significant and the same is true of our connection with the
' " Earth—if we have no sense of our being connected,

In recognition of the fact that all | havethen we can easily do it harm.

been able to offer in this place has been g5 when we define people in society in catego-
team effort, | have asked some of thosges, into "them” and "us", (or we glibly talk about
nearest to me to contribute to this speech.‘the taxpayer will not put up with misspending on
explained in my first speech in March 1992payments or programs’ when we want to justify
that ‘Green’ as we use it in the movement hagPending cuts) we are paving the way for injustice.
become the symbol for change in awareneShank you, Theo.

throughout the world. In the Greens (WA) we Rosemary Greenhalgh came as a volunteer

talk about our fundamental commitments t?o help for one day a week and stayed on full

our four pillars as: peace and nuclear disarma- :
(A O ; me for years. She had this message. It was
ment, social justice, the environment, an er inspiration:

participatory democracy. Also in my first : _ _ o
speech | said: May the rights and inheritance of all indigenous
Australians be justly recognised, and the land, their

The common thread that unites all those Whengther, not be destroyed by our greed and short-
come into the political arena as Greens, and Whlq]ghted exploitation.

sets us apart from other political parties, is a o
profound conviction that the structures and old’ hank you, Rosemary. Franci Williams wrote:

ways of addressing the problems will not beye gre facing ever new challenges to counter the
effective. While cynicism and apathy regardingyrowing social, economic, and political power of
politics and politicians engulf the Australianconservative thought in both major parties and
community, as they have done elsewhere, there dghers who seek to impose their patriarchal,
a small but growing minority that has not given Uphomophobic, racist and fundamentalist values. Let
butis seeking a revolutionary change in the politiys \york together to foster a new politics, a politics
cal system. This revolution, which may be morgyt meaning, politics as if all of us mattered, politics

appropriately called a transformation because (fﬁat is no less than a revolution in consciousness.
utilises that which is good from the past, is centred

on the political process rather than the issues. Finally, from Jacquie. The scribble at the top

The common threads that unite us come froff INeresting; it says, “This won't fit but here
all those areas | have mentioned and you will 'S @nyway.” Jacquie wrote:

see them in the following quotes | bring you first came here as a youngen from alternative
from Theo Mackaay, Rosemary GreenhaIgWPUth culture in the West, and my greatest impres-

Wil ; sion on arriving in the Parliament for the first time
Franci Williams and Jacquie Svenson. was a lot of men shouting at each other. Not much

This is from Theo Mackaay, who must bdistening, and not much desire to acknowledge all
the most hardworking replier to constituenkinds of wisdom regardless of which party or
letters and the most diligent speech writeR€rson it came from, as valid wisdom that would
His speeches are the ones | can most easfijjaPle the best decision to be reached.
speak from because he is so adept at writirigalso saw a lot of people who didn't seem to
sermons. | know we do not speak from notegealise the importance of their decisions on the

: : round, and the hardships their decisions could
If you have ever noticed me looking as(g:lause or prevent for the millions of Australians

though | have_gqt copious notes and talkin%ho have given them the job of making those
very fluently, it is probably because TheQjecisions.

wrote the copious notes. Here is Theo,ind a lot of people who are out of touch with

message. what's really happening away from the world of
I came into this position with a commitment tomarble corridors, chauffeured cars and first class
social justice, and have found that while | haveseats on aeroplanes. Some people—people | know
long known that social justice is about choices—and still know, people who | lived and worked with
people being empowered to make choices abobefore | came to this place—eat three meals a week
their lives—I now believe that the fundamentalf they’re lucky and don’t have anywhere to live.
social justice is connection. We are less likely td'he decisions you make affect whether that chan-
harm people or the Creation if we have an undeges to two meals or four, whether those people can
standing of our being connected. afford shoes or must go barefoot. Those decisions
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affect everything. They affect how much forest willcy—and the headaches we caused to Gareth
be left for their children. Evans and the previous government. The new
You are very privileged to be in this place, and thggovernment is culture shocked to now be on
people of Australia have bestowed upon every onge receiving end. The Labor Party is pleas-

of é’ot“ha” f”or{n.‘t’uslfresr’ogsmi"ty-bTh‘t)Se Fée"p' ntly surprised at our consistency with our
an e anet Itsell, nee our pest and mo . i
b Y [gvious positions.

considered decisions, made separate from ego a
personal gain. In times as desperate as these\We also created or connected with a broad-
nothing less can be accepted. Much time has begp community through many people who

spent by Christabel bringing to these hallowed hal ;
the reality of what's happening to the Earth outsid rote to us, valued our feedback on the |ssue_s
efore parliament, supported us in the elec

these walls, and | and staff before me have writte el
a lot of words about that. | cannot stress moréion, defended us to their friends when we

strongly the urgency of those words, becauseere being slammed by the PM or the press,
humanity is teetering on the verge of ecologicalvorked as volunteers in the office or kept us
collapse. These are not doomsday words from gRyolved and informed of their particular issue
environmental fanatic. It is hard scientific fact. IfOr community agency activity. This communi-

just for a moment during my and Christabel’s wor - :
in this place you have genuinely heard that urgen of the spirit of democracy continues 1o
row. | want to mention here Clarrie, Mingli

and considered it with open eyes and heatrt, ! {
work here has not been in vain. and Victor, who became part of our office

It has been a great privilege to be in th&€ommunity along with the volunteers, Rose-
parliament at such a significant point inMary, Penny, Hugh and Jennifer.

Australia’s history. The opportunity to partici- | want to thank, as | had already begun to,
pate in the native title debate was definitelyn a heartfelt way my Senate team. As |
the highlight of my time in the Senate. It ismentioned, eight of them are here. Cathcart,
ironic that those who criticised the Greensvho will certainly be memorable to you, is
during the debate now understand our comot. It is quite a gap. | would like to con-
cerns and are calling for the changes we madgatulate him and Jill on the birth of
to the bill to be retained as they are in dangdroughlan Alexander Cathcart Weatherly.

of being removed. Senator Kernot—L.A.W. law.

Another achievement in changing the
S - o . Senator CHAMARETTE —L.A.W—not
political culture is the recognition that trading ite. We have had some wonderful times on

across issues is not acceptable as it sells 0 ) o

one issue for another andp corrupts the lond r team. We really appreciated the brilliance
term agenda for both. The media acknowled 1s well as the bluster that Cathcart brought to
ment of this in thé Telstra environment'S: Each person has made a contribution. It
package deal was in marked contrast to t as made a very wonderful team.

response to the 1993 budget. | want to thank the leaders who spoke
earlier for their comments and best wishes for

But the unique and most positive contribu- X
tion that we have tried to make is that Wéhe future. | particularly want to express my

became part of a community with a vision fold"atitude to my colleague Dee for her speech,
democracy within the Senate. This community’hich moved me enormously. | wish her the
includes members and staff of all parties/€y best. | feel very sad to be leaving her
Senate staff, attendants and basically anyotjith Such a big load, but | am sure that it will
who could listen and understand the need foi¢ 0 €xciting time. She is certainly capable
consensus rather than the violent impositiofif it- | wish her well and thank her for the
of decisions by dint of bullying and numbers EXPerience that we have shared together.
These people were able to appreciate andEach of the leaders gave their analysis in
support our efforts even when they disagreettieir own terms of how they saw my presence
with our views on the particular issue. It isin this chamber. | would like to be remem-
this group that will miss my Senate team théered in this way. Many of you have grown
most. May you reminisce with fondness oveto understand the Greens (WA). We are
the incidents of anarchy—we call it democracommitted to the process as much as the
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outcome. We feel that in no small way weAffirming old yearnings and new vision
have contributed to a more consensual afmerging, living, growing.

proach in this chamber. While this is largelyyisdom gives rare precious glimpses of her beauty.

.dl'!e to the prevailing numbers_ O_f the Senat% the creative moment, as chaos swirls through the
it is my belief and hope that it is a culturalmarble temple,

shift thgt will endure. I_ feel that, as parlia-She stands there, very &til. .
mentarians, we have little to offer if, as wea_h future is singing her f q

approach the new millennium, we continue t € future '_s S_'”g'“g er forwar

cling to adversarial politics, a politics of UPon the Singing Hill.

division rather than unity. There will always Senator BELL (Tasmania)—Mr President,
be truth and wisdom on both sides for alyou, Baden Teague, Noel Crichton-Browne,
sides. Christabel Chamarette, Bryant Burns, Sid

The community deserves no less than thgPindler, Michael Baume, Tom Wheelwright,
best possible decisions we are capable &f€'TY Jones and | are a special group. We
making. ‘Group wisdom’ is a term we use tg>"1€ & special indefinable something as we
describe the best thinking of a group. It is note@ve this place together. Cheryl Kernot
necessarily or absolutely right. There might beP€aks of the Class of ‘90 amongst the Demo-
one individual in a group who is right. GroupCrats, and that is another special group.
wisdom is the best decision for that point in During his first speech, | recall lan Camp-
time for that group of people. Every individ-bell referring to the total number of senators
ual has a contribution to make and a hand iwho have ever represented the states and
shaping the final outcome. Through thigerritories of Australia in this place, and it is
process we can arrive at a way of making surprisingly small number. An even smaller
decisions which honour the breadth of viewsumber was spoken of by John Coates only
and feelings in the community and givgust the other day, Mr President, at your end
people a stronger connection to the decisiored session drinks event. He mentioned feeling
that affect their lives. rather strange to find himself a member of
My predecessor, Jo Vallentine, ended heiuch a small group of Labor senators who
valedictory speech with a wonderful poeni!@ve ever represented Tasmania. Those who
called ‘The Singing Hill". | would like to end Would be interested might like to talk about

with another poem, mainly by Chris WiIIiams,that with John later because it is a surprising-
with some group wisdom thrown in. It is the!y Small group.

aspiration that | came to this place with. | go, We 10 who finish with this session and

seeing it as something that is present here adgpart this place will remind ourselves in

knowing that it cannot stop by the leaving otimes to come of how important it has been
one or 10 people. It states: to be categorised in certain ways and to find
Peace has her own integrity ourselves sharing certain feelings at certain

A song that comes ringing through times. .

Quiet, yet clear and strong There are, of course, other categories that
we come into when we recall these moments.

There are categories that have already been
mentioned by Christabel, for example. She

Even in the clamour of loud and angry voices
Which claim the shining edifice as their own.

Truth needs no support from violence mentioned those who shared the Mabo
In all its subtle and strident forms. event—it was not far different from this time
Control! Deals! Publicity! Power! Now! of the night either—and there was something
For hers is Gaia’s older and eternal power, special about that moment.

Liberating when and where she will. Senator Kernot—Many nights, not one
Justice wears many faces night.

As she responds to wounded Earth and suffering Senator BELL—The final night, Cheryl.
Peoples The one | was thinking of was that moment

Sharing the Spirit of Democracy of absolute electricity in the air, and it really
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did mean something. There was almost glace, that the concerted lobbying, which was
sparkle in the air when those final minutesehearsed and applied in uniformity from all
ticked through and, even though | did nopoints of Australia, is much less effective than
participate in the debate at that instant, the genuine, spontaneous, varied and much
treasure that feeling. more useful opinion expressing which takes
There is a feeling that we have as welace on nearly every issue. Having learnt that
associate ourselves with issues that we ha@fce, | do not need to learn that again. | hope
debated through this place. One example df€ lobbyists do, though.
that for me—much less spectacular in some Another thing which springs to mind for me
ways, but just as important across the wholg the other industrial relations legislation
nation—was very early in my time in thiswhich has progressed through this place in
place. It was the moment of the wool taxsome form or another. Some of it has required
debate. | sense a recognition from some @huch work for little noticeable result for this
my colleagues because it was a very powerf@arty’s participation. Industrial relations tends
moment. As somebody with enough experito be treated as an esoteric club, especially by
ence—but really only a little experience injournalists but also by other commentators.
this place—it reminded me of how cruciallyAcronyms and clause numbers are thrown
important single words can be in here, wheabout with little regard to the actual situation
it is either ‘and’ or ‘but’ or, in this particular that the people who are affected by this
case, ‘half a per cent’. Yet that had conseegislation may find themselves in, and with
quences of millions, if not billions, of dollars little regard to what is described as industrial
across Australia. relations. | must say | approve of the redefin-
| am hoping that Senator Winston Crane i§1g or reclassification of this as workplace
listening at this moment because there wefé€lations, which is a much more accurate way
moments during debates on industrial relg?f looking at.
nyms became particularly evocative. Just thgnportance to all Australians and do not
words ‘contractors legislation’ will get the deserve to be hived off into a specialist area
attention of a number of people. If Senatofyhere the acronyms can disguise the rel-
Cook was here at the moment, he wouldyance to all Australians. Workplace relations
immediately have a reaction to those tWave previously suffered from being the
words. | know that as | leave here there wilkpject of specialist press and have therefore
be several pairs of words or phrases that Wiljot found their way into the tabloid press for
evoke a certain response in me. comprehensive discussion. | think the reason
| must say that, when | think of the termpeople should be interested in this has been
‘contractors legislation’, | am reminded of myillustrated well enough in the six years that |
first experience of really concerted lobbyinghave been here to finally reveal its relevance
You see, the question of the wool tax evokedo that people who are not in the privileged
from those affected in the Australian com<lub can actually see that it may be worth-
munity—those involved in the trade, so towhile listening to the progress of the debate
speak—spontaneous response and informadhich will ensue in the next few months. |
response. | must say that the concerted lobbknow that there are so many people who want
ing that took place about the contractorto express their opinions in relation to this
legislation had me believing that what | wagnatter and make sure that their opinions are
about to agree to would have the sky fallingnot discounted.
in, houses across Australia costing $20,000| know that | have had some moderate

more Ieach(j_mmediat(ka)lly anfd tﬁe dec””el?‘”guccess in representing the Democrats’ con-
complete disassembly of the Australiagery that faimess in the workplace is a vital

economy. issue which characterises Australia. Australia
Of course, we know that that did not hapis also characterised by our trust in the inde-
pen. | learnt, as | have learnt so much in thipendent umpire, the Australian Industrial
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Relations Commission. | am pleased thagrs in our team eventually that found a proper

after lengthy and varied negotiations on alace in legislation.

number of bills, we have been able to defend | gther instances the matters that | have

as a party and as a team the independencefien interested in have required persistence.
the Australian Industrial Relations Commisy pesitate to remind Senator Schacht—this is

sion. | trust that that defence will continuegne of those phrases where as soon as you
whether | am here or not. say it you get a certain reaction—of the issue

The other area that | would like to mentionOf quarrying at Exit Cave. Persistence was
and this reminds me of what this place is alfequired but a result was eventually achieved.
about, is education. That has been a portfolio Another area that has required persistence
responsibility that | have had for most of thes the legality of the so-called voluntary fees
time that | have been here. | think the partyt our government schools. Sid Spindler
has wisely recognised that there are differembentioned that he left a land mine. | am
aspects of education represented by the scha@itased to leave the employment, education
and higher education sectors. That recogniticand training committee with a little job—an
has come about in a natural way. | think thénquiry into school funds, fees, sponsorship
Senate will continue to see a great deal aind so on. Off they will go and good luck to
activity from the Democrats in terms ofthem.

education. | have learnt much from both the staff and
| do not hesitate to remind those who ar ther senators on the committees that | have

listening that | have sought to defend th&@€€n involved with. | hesitate to mention
principle of free compulsory education up td'@mes, but | really cannot go from this place
secondary level. It should be provided by th&ithout acknowledging three committee staff
community for the benefit of the community, iémbers—Brenton Holmes, Neil Bessell and
which is something the Democrats have helgte Morton. They are quite dissimilar people,
dear since foundation. We have also held de§p't | have learnt a great deal from each of

the principle of essentially free post-secondai’€M: They have showed an admirable quali-
education. —that is, to interpret my meanderings

through my speech patterns and to eventually
My party’s success in this area in my timearrive at an understanding of what it was that
here has been modest, but consistent amdhought was important at a particular com-
persistent. On some occasions, too few rhittee report writing process.
might say, we have welcomed the presence of tyse committee inquiries have also provid-
the coalition beside us in the debate. Weqy me with many situations that readily come
challenged plans to increase HECS and 1 ming. | will just mention a few because |
decrease Austudy repayments. | will D&q recognise the hour. Firstly, the powerful
closely watching the coalition’s performanceynq respected report of the employment,
to see whether there is any consistency aggycation and training committee entitled
plied in the near future. Come in Cinderellahas become a great
Most of my other activities in this place fesource for the adult and community educa-

indicated earlier, related to the particularity of€ revisited.

Tasmania. In some instances, it has beenl know that Rosemary Crowley—and |
sufficient to just raise the issue and suggestsauppose Noel Crichton-Browne—will remem-
suitable outcome such as, for example, askirger the surprisingly useful and effective
that there be some recognition of the expensegjuiry in its report into the provision of
incurred in establishing fruit trees in orchardsphysical education and sport in our schools.
| asked for that to be treated as a deductiblEhere have been several informative animal
expense for taxation purposes. It was suffiwelfare or rural and regional affairs inquiries.
cient to suggest that and events took theln passing, | congratulate Bryant Burns on his
course. With the persistence of our researciehairmanship, which came through in a
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number of those reports and which | rememabove our heads when we finally looked up
ber now as | speak about the informativédut it was very apt for three hot, dusty and
inquiries into the culling of feral animals intired politicians. It implied that the sort of
the Northern Territory and the transport otonversation that we were likely to conduct
livestock. would not be very useful and would be quite
While the inquiries have been informative,dosely related to what comes out of the back

| have enjoyed the company of a varie@nd Of a buffalo. We looked like prize politi-
collation of colleagues, which is really what¢ians sitting in that corner. | have a photo of
we have here. By some sort of instinct—I ddt @nd | am keeping it to myself.

not know what it is—I have regularly taken | have found that photographs can be
many photographs, and | offer a friendlyextremely useful in this place. Some of the
warning to those who are paying attention: language in here is colourful. There are many
have an amazing collection of photographarticulate professionals who do their best to
and they include Amanda Vanstone rearrangonvey word pictures but | have found that
ing the furniture in the Californian Researctphotographs can enhance the case that we
Institute—I think it was a foreshadowing ofmake from time to time. There are only some
some further action later on. senators that | have taken the trouble to sit

| have photos of Rosemary Crowley enthugPeside during question time or at other times
ing about an equal employment program in @nd share my photographs with. There has
mayoral office somewhere in South America@lways been a purpose to it, though. Bob
| think it was in Argentina. The photo is Collins especially found it very useful in his
great. | do not do her an injustice when | sajime as minister when | brought him photo-
I do not think she understood what the titldraphs of all sorts of descriptions to take up
was, but it was something about equality ofSsues with him. ‘Look, Bob, this road is in
women. It looked good and she was verjhe wrong place. See, here’s the photos,’ or
enthusiastic about it. | have a photo of MalThis is the evidence that you should see
Colston bushwalking on the Cocos Islands. @bout timber harvesting techniques.’

also have a photograph of John Coates careqn particular, | have thousands of photo-
fully inspecting a jetty on Christmas Island.graphS of Tasmanian forests. | have brought
| do not know what for, but he looked verymany of them into this place. Some of them
attentive at the time. It could be useful to meghow its intrinsic beauty but too many of

| have a photo of David Brownhill commis- those photographs—this is serious—show the
sioning a woodchipper in Kakadu. It was nowaste and destruction of clear-felling and
a very big one but it was making woodchipther disastrous harvesting practices. | believe
there, and that could be useful. | have &hese photographs should be shared as widely
photograph of Eric Abetz astride a bulldozeas possible so that fully informed decisions
in a Tasmanian forest. can be made here.

| have a photograph which | hesitate to | wonder whether, in this era of technologi-
remind Bryant Burns of, but | am sure that heal development, we can look forward to the
will put it in context. It was of me, Bryant time when we might scan infdansardsome
and Paul Calvert at a dusty pub somewheil#ustrative photographs to either justify our
outside Darwin. It is not so much the photodecisions or explain them. Perhaps we will
it is what was written above our heads. Wéollow the trend that we have been following
had been cajoled into a position by the publifor some time. When | first came to this
can. Mine host was very friendly to us andosition the office that | occupied had two
said, ‘You fellows look as if you should comeelectric typewriters in it and it was full of
over to this corner. I've got a special seat focarbon paper, Tippex and those sorts of
you.” We sat down, very relieved. | wasmaterials. | know that we look forward to a
sweating. | did not really want to walk any-day when we should be able to use the tech-
where but | was coaxed into this particulanology which is available to enhance our
place. | will not tell the Senate what wasdecision making, and | offer, as | go out the
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door, the hope not only that the EET commitprovided to the representatives of the people
tee will conduct an inquiry that | have initiat- of Australia attempt to ensure that the deci-
ed, but also that the technology that is availsions are made properly, and reducing them
able will be used as wisely as we can tds foolish. So as my way of thanking those
enhance our decision making. who have assisted me in the provision of

| hesitate to start mentioning my colleague§€rvices and assistance 1 will say that those
and those others who are leaving at this timeervices and that assistance should not be
because | feel a very close bond with myeduced because they benefit the good deci-
team of fellow Democrats. | know if | start to SIoN making process of Australia.
list their qualities and characteristics | will not | will leave it at that because | recognise
be able to finish the sentence without gettinghe time. Thank you for the good wishes that
a little bit emotional about it. have been expressed by those who have

| do not want to leave here. | think the teanpPOken before me. | associate myself strongly
that | am part of now is one which has aryvith the wishes that Cheryl Kernot made with
honest purpose and a capacity to enhance tfggard to others who are leaving this place
good government of Australia. | do not think"OW-
| overstate that. | think | know enough about Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE (Western
what is going on here now to know that weAustralia)—I will be brief because | think it
are doing important and useful things in thés appropriate. | wrote a rough draft of a
history of Australia—and | want to be part ofspeech | was proposing to give tonight and
it. Rather than listing you guys around me, kent it across to my wife. She sent it back
am going to trust you to continue what issaying, ‘Do not give that. It's just not you. It
being done—and | do not stop the boundaris not gracious enough for you. It is not
of friendship at these six colleagues. | trustlignified enough for you. It is not the sort of
the lot of you. | know enough of you well speech | would expect from you.” She also
enough to know that you are here not fosaid, ‘In all our political career, it is the first
personal gain or just political crankiness. | daime | have asked that you not do one single
think there is good sense and purpose in thtking,” so | will not be making a speech of
place. | have enjoyed the time | have beethe substance | proposed.
here and being part of that good sense andg,; that does not stop me saying there is no
purpose. | trust you to do it properly—and lgy s for lack of dignity or grace in giving
am going to come back soon and check Up Qfheeches. | was very sad tonight when Sena-
you. tor Knowles came in here in the most aggres-

I must acknowledge the assistance and tlgve and unpleasant way, given that my
support that | have had from the many supfamily have committed themselves to her in
port staff we have in this place. | thanka very personal way. When she could not
Kearen and Bruce in transport and the attenéfford to be a candidate, one of my dear
ants, whom | will not attempt to name indi-friends paid her salary for 18 months just to
vidually. 1 have had great assistance andllow her to be a candidate. That is the sort
support from the Senate support staff and thef thing that hurts not me but my wife and
attendants who are here. our children.

I will say before | leave this place that However, having said that can | say that |
reducing the government’s contribution to thdvave only ever held this position for the
Senate’s resources | believe is nothing ledsberal Party in trust. When they choose to
than compromising democracy—and | mearemove me or | move away, it is for some-
that. | think it is foolish to reduce the re-body else to hold that trust. | have never
sources available to those who are trying ttaken the view that | have some mortgage on
make the best decisions in the best interest¢hat the Liberal Party thinks about me, but
of this country. | have mentioned technologysomething that | have become very conscious
should be used and could be explored furtheof in recent times—and it is perhaps not so
| will say that those human services which areonscious in the minds of other people—is
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how it affects your own family. My wife, problem is that | find Senator Kernot a very
Esther, said to me just recently, ‘Noel, youattractive—
never asked me, "Did you want to go int0 oy ernment senators interjecting

politics?" | assumed that you would accept
that | would go in.’ Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE —Doesn't

. . (it say something about politics when they hit
There is no secret we lost triplets. There ighe table because you say that sort of thing.
no secret that we lost a little boy of two yeargyhat does it say about the Liberal Party? |
of age as a result of my insistence in respegfant you to think about that. What | was
of a Liberal Party meeting. It is no secret thagoing to say was that she is a very articulate,
my little baby, Andrea, who is now 24 yearsntelligent, sensitive and wise person. To have
of age and having done law, resents the priégent all their time bagging her as they have
she had to pay of having a father who wafor the last two months is not a sensibie way
involved in politics. It is no secret that myof getting legislation through. Perhaps | got

son, who is now a pilot at 18, resents the fagt wrong; but that was the question that was
that he was coerced into spending most of hisut to me.

time in politics. It is no secret that my little .
boy, Russell, who is now 20, bitterly resente% Senator Patterson—Be reincarnated as a
the contribution his father made to politicsPemocrat, Noel.

They found themselves in an environment Senator CRICHTON-BROWNE—I am
which was so totally different to that of alltempted to say something unkind about you,
their friends, all their relations and all theirKay; but you are not worth it. Robert, with
mates. When | first came into this parliamentiespect, there is something that you can learn
they were babies. | have been here 15 yea@hout being in government—that is, learn to
My eldest child is 24 years of age. So theyleal with the opposition. Mr President, during
have paid an enormous price. my time you have been a very fair and rea-

sonable President. | know it has not been easy

H V(;/hen Esthkerdsaid tot {ne tonight tha:} Shh?or you, but you have done it in a way which
ad never asked me not to give a Speech, NQWyy gyre the overwhelming majority of us

could I not agree with her? | wanted to tal ; :
about the contribution | had made to some ngpeCt' | conclude by simply saying that | do

I h inh how th ot leave this chamber in a conclusive way,
my colléagues who are in nere, Now tNey 9qj,;; | |eave it hoping to have made some sort
here and at what price it cost me personall

to get them here. But my dear wife said,é‘f modest contribution.

‘Noel, be gracious, even if it's not becoming Senator WHEELWRIGHT (New South
of you.” So that | am going to be. Wales)—In the last few months | have been
) ) very much concerned with those two hour-
Can | just say two or three things of conseglasses which sit at the front of the chamber
quence to me. Firstly, | say to you, Roberpn the table in front of the clerks. | have been
Hill, that I know how things have been toughvery concerned with them because, as we
for you. In all the time | have been in thisknow, theoretically time is infinite; but,
parliament you have been my best friend. hecause we are all human beings, time is in
always assume that the decisions you haygct quite finite indeed—we are all mortal.
made in respect of me have been in theor me, time has become extremely finite and

interests of the Liberal Party and not in mytime, in some respects, finishes at midnight
interests; but how | care for you will notnext Sunday.

change. But | do not want anybody to think that

I have never found the Labor Party—withbecause | have been in the Senate for only a
the exception of Peter Walsh, who had ahort period of time | have lacked anything of
natural aversion to me—to be offensive, othe enjoyment of being in the Senate. In fact
unpleasant or unkind to me. | did an intervievthe opposite character of finite time is intensi-
tonight on PM, | think it was, and | was ty of experience. For me, it has been an
asked about the Democrats. | said, ‘Myextraordinarily intense experience.
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| was talking with a friend the other night | have also found through the committees
in Sydney about the problems of the worldihat there has been untold intellectual stimula-
our rumination on the problems of the worldtiion in this place. One of the great things
and what we might do about them. She saidbout being a senator is that everybody wants
to me suddenly, ‘You know, the world wouldto tell you their story. If you are a senator,
be a helluva lot better place if everybody hadévery Australian who has something to contri-
happy and contented sex lives.’ | thought thdiute or something to add or has some great
added a certain perspective to our delibecconcern about this country wants to come and
ations here and | thought it was an idea thaell you about it. They want to tell you how
probably had a great deal to commend ithey pushed forward the bounds of goodness
Without any disrespect to the Senate, | havie this country, of intellectual life and all the
to say that the next best thing to sex is theest of it. It is a great source of stimulation
life of a senator. and | think it is not one that could easily be

Honourable senators interjecting found anywhere else. If you are a senator, you

. do indeed meet the best and the brightest that
Senator WHEELWRIGHT —I said the aystralia has to offer.

next best thing. | have never in my life

enjoyed anything quite so much as being a ! Was lucky enough to be on the Environ-
senator. It has without a doubt been th8'€nt, Recreation, Communications and the

happiest period of my life so far. | like rts References Committee, which is the pick

absolutely everything about the job, eveipf the committees. Our work on that commit-
down to the parquetry floor on which wel€e did not leave us much time to consider

walk. It has been my pleasure since | hav ther areas of public life. | would certainly
been in this chamber, and it will be just 13'K€ to thank Robert King and Frances

months, that | have seen the Senate at itdichaelis who worked so hard on that com-
worst—| have seen the Senate in the firdfittee.

week that | got here do only 1%, minutes of | have, through the committees, been able
government business and in the followindgo participate in some of the great issues of
week do only three minutes of governmenpublic policy today. | have been able to
business—and the Senate at its best. contribute to inquiries into Australia’s role in

| have seen the absolute white heat df€¢ information superhighway, which has to
debate in this chamber, where | have seeif; I anything is, the great future for our
positions which are very strongly held alsgnildren; into marine pollution; and into the
very strongly put. | also hope that in myeducatlon of Australia’s great artists. This is

participation on those occasions | have showfPt t0 mention the ongoing inquiries that |

that | can take it as well as dish it out. Sena?OW have to leave on Telstra, on uranium and
tor Vanstone earlier, when | put this view to®n industrial relations.

her, said, ‘Yes, well of course you've got it The other great privilege of a senator is
quite the wrong way around; you shouldn'tbeing allowed to travel and | hope it is a priv-

dish it out unless you can take it.” There is dege that all of you hold dear and intend to

great deal to be said for that. hang on to. In travelling around Australia as

| have been lucky enough to see majoft senator you get to meet your fellow Austral-
legislation moulded on the very floor of this/@nS: In my case it has been from Townsville
chamber in consultation between the ministdP JabPiry, to the Great Sandy Desert, and even
at the table and other senators and at a le Muroroa Atoll. | believe that one of the
of informality which | think defies any form 9réat privileges we have is to talk to other
of procedure, but nevertheless brings out whAustralians to find out what it is they feel
| believe is good government for this country@Pout the country and what it is they want
The best thing of all that | have seen in thid"om you as a parliamentarian.
chamber is the Senate completely quiet andlIf | have one small regret, it is that | have
patient with a senator who is no great publibiad no nominated spouse equivalent to travel
speaker but who is nevertheless very sincer@ith me. | think that probably says something
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about this place because | do not know how To me, the minor parties have always
you could have a partner. | think it is prob-appeared like the crowd at Wimbledon,
ably one of the most difficult things of all. watching the ball go from one side of the
The great enjoyment that | have taken out afhamber to the other side of the chamber.
this place has been in some respects becausewever, unlike the crowd at Wimbledon, the
| am a single man. | have a great sympathsninor parties are not above climbing over the
for those people who have families andence and having a bit of a swing themselves.
particularly those with young children. | thinkEven more occasionally they have had their
anything that can be done in this place tarms ripped off for their trouble and they go
think more about how families fit in will back perhaps sorrier for the experience.
benefit not just ourselves but the country at pq everyone has said, there are too many
large. people to thank. You can never mention
Can | also say that | have loved the theatreveryone. Given the lateness of the hour and
of the place. This has to be the greatest stagfee time that is available, | will assume that
in the nation. | came into the incrediblemost of the people who are going out with me
boredom of question time as a governmertave had enough nice things said about them
backbencher, where all you can do is sit thergithout me adding to it. But | would particu-
and look at that praetorian guard of ministertarly like to thank my very overworked and
in front of you with their spears advancedyery underpaid staff who work for wages
their shields up as they stand there and@hich are hopeless, who fill in overtime
withstand everything that can be thrown aforms which are hopeless indications of the
them from across the other side of the chanwork they do. They are four people who are,
ber—the arrows, the knives, the stones, thebelieve, the living proof that money is not
boiling oil, the kitchen sink; anything thatthe great motivator. It is the noble things in
might fall to hand. And, of course, as dife that motivate people. It is questions of
government backbencher you wince occasiof¥inciple, conviction, commitment and com-
ally at some of the very heavy body blowspassion.
You see the knees of ministers sag for a while No amount of money can pay the four

before they recover and you just hope tha§epple who have worked for me to do the
that thin line does not get broken. But for theyork they have to the standard they have and
rest of the time you have got to depend upoRjith the commitment they have shown. And
Aussie’s coffee to keep your interest upn that respect, Kathrine Boyle has provided
because there is really not a great deal thaiy social policy advice, Ophelia Cowell has
you can do about it if that thin line breaks. given me advice on the environment' Rod

| have also had the opportunity of being oMith is my economic adviser and Cass
the other side where you see a quite differeWilkinson has advised on communications
sight. You see a pack of slavering hound®nd the arts. Those people have contributed
bloodthirsty Goths and Vandals roamingnore to my work in this place than anybody
around looking for any opportunity, any chinkelse and certainly me.
of light they can see on the other side; where | certainly would also like to thank the staff
everybody is encouraged to get up and hawsf the Senate. When | first came into this
a go, do your best, do anything that you caplace, Cass could not believe it. On her first
think of and by all means charge in. visit to this parliament she said, ‘Tom, | just

Having seen the wonderful order, thiannot cope With, all this deference these
almost Roman imperial order of governmenP€0P!€ show you.” And | suppose there is a
and discipline, it has been an extraordinarg€rtain humility that all senators find from the
experience for me to come over here and ségSPect with which they are treated by the
this marauding pack of opposition who art@ff of the Senate and | hope all of us can
exactly the same people! They just seem 7Y that we deserve it.
have gone through this strange change as theyOne person | must particularly mention is
cross the chamber. Cleaver Elliott. Ophelia said to me when she
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first met him, and she is an environmentalhey did not intervene in the debate at all.
scientist, that Cleaver was a perfect examplBhey neither applauded, nor groaned. They
of a species adapting to its environment. Shast sat there watching us for day after day. |
thought that his feet were adapted for paddinigave to say it was one of the most unnerving
down the corridor, that his ears and nosexperiences | have had in this chamber. It was
adapted to sensing the currents and eddiesafthumbling experience. | know only a tiny
the place and that his skin had entirely adapproportion of people ever come to see parlia-
ed to artificial light. But from working with ment, but | try as much as | can to remind
Cleaver, | have to say that for me he repremyself that there is always someone watching
sents the heart and soul of the place; he realiys.
does. And | think his respect for the institu- Trhe other thing | would like to sa . t00, is
tions of the Senate and for the purpose of thga¢ | know | hag\]/e not always bee)rl1 able to
Senate is something which befits all of us. aintain my own discipline but | have tried

I would also like to thank Hansard becauses much as | can not to interject. | think that
| believe in this place we do not work withone of the fundamental rights of any senator
our hands, despite the reference to Solvol & the right to be heard. As much as | can, |
every opportunity. We do not work with ourhave tried to respect that.
hands: we work with our words and the As far as my Labor colleagues are con-

'E?etpler of our tvvoads is Hartljsatr(:hl muslfttsa erned, | have to thank all of them for their
at Tam constantly amazed at the quality Qdyaordinary encouragement and the very

work that comes back to me from Hansar ;
) . , reat support that they have shown me in my
]];r;(ranvgr;t(t;n rvézrs?c;rsw ?Oflt‘rr]‘gasm;?éﬁll\yvg;ge;ﬁg ime here. Particularly, | would like to thank
P P y colleague, Shayne Murphy. He and | used
o talk across the aisle so much when we
ere on the other side that they decided to sit
¢ . s together when we came over here. He is
correction. It is extremely good as far as | an o unsung hero of Muroroa. The world needs
concerned. ) to know that he was far more gung-ho than
Senator Pattersor—Yours is not bad to ever | was about the expedition to Muroroa.
start with. It was only the luck of the ballot that meant
Senator WHEELWRIGHT —You are that | went through the 12-mile zone with
being too kind. | know it is my last contribu- Greenpeace, rather than he. His contribution
tion. to that exercise and his commitment is some-
| have taken great comfort from standin hing that has seldom been recognised. | have

order 187 which says that speeches should i thank him greatly for his encouragement
be read. | think it has been one of the greatnd particularly for his sense of humour,

disciplines of this place because not readinghiCh provides a unique perspective on this
a speech does clarify the mind and it als :

reminds you that there is an audience. It | have to thank my New South Wales
instructs us that the two things we have to dtactional colleagues, Senators Forshaw, Neal
is to inform and to persuade. And on theand West. One of the most remarkable things
subject of the audience, | have to say too thafpout the New South Wales Right is that, the
| have tried as much as | can to be consciodsrther you get from Sussex Street, the strong-
of the public gallery. er the tribal loyalties become. The closer you
Without a doubt the most unnerving experid® 0 the centres of power, the more divided
ence that | have had in this place was abolif€ are. | have certainly found that. The trip
two weeks into my term, when a large groufi® Canberra has been a unifying experience.
of people came to observe a debate about thd would also like to thank John Faulkner.
importation of pig meat from overseas. TheWe play it very hard in New South Wales—
lined these galleries until they were full. Thewery hard indeed. John said earlier that our
sat very respectfully. They did not interruptworking relationship had been a bit rough—I

am delighted by the fact that when | get stuf
back from Hansard | very seldom have t
make anything more than the most trivial
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think that is putting it mildly. In the period friendship, and it is something that | have
that he and | worked together in Sussekeen very happy to accept.

Street, there was a period of over a year when| oy|d also like to thank my landlady and

we did not speak to each other at all—not fy friend Amanda Little who has added the
all. We did not even say, ‘Good moming,’ Ofyery much needed social dimension to my
‘Pass the salt.” It was a very difficult periodtime in Canberra. | am one of the happy
and | think it says something about his sen ople who can say that | do not just come
of graciousness that he was prepared ire to work, | do actually have another life
forgive and forget. All | can say about him isgtside of this chamber.

that | could not have got any more support And that is about it. That is my last

from any leader or any frlenq. . speech, unless you all want to come back on

Another person | would like to thank isthe weekend—and if you do, | am more than
Robert Ray. When | came in here | thoughtyappy to come. | will happily oblige. | would
Anyone who frightens Graham Richard-jie to thank you all and | would like to thank
son'—and Graham said he was frightened qf)| the people who put me here. You have
him—absolutely terrifies me.” All I can say gjjowed me to fulfil a lifetime ambition and
about Robert is that | have certainly beegere are very few people in the world who
straight with him and | think he has beenser achieve that. Thank you.

straight with me. He has been a great source .
of encouragement and, particularly, strategic Senator SCHACHT (South Australia)—I

advice. | cannot explain it, but it may be thdise to speak on the valedictories. This is not

fact that both he and | depended on ta>{|ny valedictory speech. 1 know that is bad
driving for our living at one point. uck for most of you but I rise to speak, in
particular, Mr President, on the conclusion of

Another person | would like to thank isyoyr Senate career. We have been through the
Gerry Jones. He truly is a gentle man. Hefg}me periods of time in Labor Party politics.
about the best person a new senator Couigh have been a very close friend, an adviser,
meet for showing you through the highwayging a person of considerable substance in
and byways of the place, for catching yolqyising me, and you have added to the
before you trip, and generally providing thatgyccess of my political life in this place.

wise counsel and stopping you from looking gyen before that, we worked together on
like a complete dork when you really do noghat pody called the national executive and
know what you are doing. that body called the state secretaries of the

The other person | have to thank too is outabor Party. | am not ashamed and | do not
new whip, Chris Evans, with whom | sattake it as a pejorative term to be called an
when | first came in, and | have to share onapparatchik of the Labor Party. | believe it is
thing with the Senate. When | first sat dowran honourable career and profession, and to
| looked at the duty roster and | said to Chrisvork with you, Mr President, in those posi-
Evans, ‘What is this all about?’ And he saidfions has been one of the highlights of my
‘Oh mate, don’t worry about that, | justlife.

ignore it." | will say, though, in his defence, | am greatly disappointed that circumstances
that a duty roster is very different in oppoSivyithin the robustness of the Labor Party have
tion as opposed to government, and so | c8feant that you are not able to end your time

finds and the great need for us on our side togpe that | will be able to choose to leave.
respect It. We came in together. We became state
The other thing | can say is that it has beesecretaries almost at the same time. We
a happy experience to find that you can haveerved on the national executive and national
opponents in this place but not enemies, arbnference at times when the Labor Party was
in that respect | would like to mention twogoing through great organisational turmoil. |
people: Senator Alan Ferguson and Senatbelieve your contribution in sorting out the
Sandy Macdonald who have offered marrangements to make the Labor Party a
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national focus party was an extraordinarypecause, whatever else we may say to him as
contribution. It helped in the success of than opponent, his views do carry on, in the
Labor Party in winning five elections and itbest traditions of Hobbes, and other great
will help in the Labor Party being able toliberals from the nineteenth century, a tradi-
come back very quickly to win future elec-tion within the conservative party of Austral-
tions in Australia. ia. | do not know how he does it. | do not

| certainly hope in the years ahead, whel{"OW how he has put up with it for so long,
you are no longer here—I will still be herebut | congratulate him for sticking to his
for a while—that our friendship, our compan-guns. He probably felt very lonely at times.
ionship, and our comradeship will continue! @/S0 congratulate Senator Teague on being
| wish you and Margaret every success "€ of the very first Liberals in this parlia-
future ventures you may have. | know that &nent to stand up and declare himself in

great talent will be available for Australiafavour of an Australian as a head of state.
outside the Senate. The contribution that he is already making in

South Australia to that is significant.
| also want to acknowledge my fellow

retiring Labor Party senators, some of them Sid Spindler had a different view from me
retiring by voluntary means and, of coursein many of the areas | touched on when | was
Senator Wheelwright by involuntary meansa minister in the industry portfolio. But | have
Senator Gerry Jones is also a member of tiie say that we did agree on one thing, and
honourable club of apparatchiks—state secréiis is in the book. When we served together
taries. In fact, that is where | first met Gerry.on the Senate Legal and Constitutional Com-
When | came into this place Gerry had beemittee, we were the only two senators from
here for a while and he was already a whipany party that recommended that the corpora-
| appreciated the friendly advice that Gerngions law should be amended in this country
gave me and, above all else—again, in th® have a standing power of divestiture
best sense of Labor Party tradition—foragainst big companies. I still believe that one
creating that comradeship that makes for th@ay that will occur. | also believe that we did
strength of our party. well on that committee to start the work to
Bryant Burns came in at the same electioff’Veé small business a better deal through
as | did. 1987. unconscionable conduct. Hopefully that bill
’ i will be carried in this parliament. | say to
Senator Panizza—A good year that one. genator Spindler that | did not always agree
Senator SCHACHT—That was a great with him but | certainly understood his
year. Many of us came in then and some afommitment to Australian industry.

us are now leaving. Robert Bell gave me a hard time when |
Senator West—Some of us got defeatedrepresented education in this place but I
that year! respected his commitment and understanding
Senator SCHACHT—It was a great year and, above all else, his knowledge of the
for some of us, Senator West. Bryant Burngortfolio. At times it made me rely very
came in from a trade union background. Iheavily on my advisers, who were leaning
shows the diversity of the Australian Laborover the balcony suggesting that | say this or
Party that on the benches on this side of th&ay that to what Senator Bell was putting up.
chamber we have a range of people, stretch-suspect Senator Bell has a fair chance of
ing from a Barry Jones to a Bryant Burnscoming back and | certainly hope he will.
They are both equally valuable to the Labor genator Chamarette—I| have to be honest
Party. about what | say here—when she came in
| turn now to those senators in other partiewith Senator Margetts, added a certain proof
who are leaving. Baden Teague is a fellowo the theory that chaos does work in politics,
senator from South Australia. | have to sajrom time to time. As a minister it was not
that | hope that Baden’s views do not belonglways easy negotiating an outcome on
to a shrinking minority in the Liberal Party legislation in detail. Whatever else we may
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have said at times about the policies thatommittee, on the trips that committee made,
Senator Chamarette pushed, she said theand on visits overseas on delegations. That is
with conviction and usually she could not bevhere | became aware of some of the person-
persuaded to change her mind when sha tragedy that Senator Crichton-Browne has
believed her view was correct. had in his family. If some people could

The last two people | want to mention botf€Move the hyperbole from around this dis-
come from the Liberal Party but one of themCUSSsion, it would give some aspect of under-

Senator Crichton-Browne, is no longer in th&tanding, possibly, to some of the personal

Liberal Party. He was a controversial figurefontroversy that his family has been through.
within the Liberal Party and a controversial 40 not want to go into it, but I just want to
figure in this Senate. He also made controveff@ke that comment.

sial speeches. | am not in any way going to Finally, Senator Baume. Senator Baume
carry the flag for Senator Crichton-Brownemade a valedictory speech here in typical
| think he is more than capable of lookingmichael Baume form. He was still throwing
after himself. In his speech tonight he gavehand grenades; still making a political point,
| think, the soundest piece of advice to thend still jousting. And | respect him for that.

new government that | have heard. But he would not, therefore, respect me for
Senator Bob Collins—I hope they ignore 9etting up and making a hypocritical speech,
it. saying, ‘Michael, go with our best wishes.

Michael, we appreciate your contribution.’

_ Senator SCHACHT—And | hope they pa'\ouid be hypocritical. He would not
ignore it. | am sure they will because theyexpect it

can’'t constrain themselves. He said, ‘Why,
Robert Hill, do you keep on abusing the | understand that for many years he was
Democrats? You will not get your legislationgiven the job of being the head kicker. He
through’. Every day we sit here astonished—was given the job in the Liberal Party of
Senator Panizza—He has never abused'@SiNg issues when no-one else would take
them this year. that job, and from time to time, we strongly

.. rejected and refuted his actions. | believe that
Senator SCHACHT—The OppOSItlon IS was the role he was given_

astonished that we have not had it tipped over .

us because we are the opposition, we are theAt times he made some dreadful mistakes.
Labor Party, we are the 100-year enemy. ThHde made the m|stake_ aboqt _the consistent
Democrats have On'y been around for a Sho@lttack on the former Prime Minister. He made
almost, in the Senate. But every day a whol¥/ales state election, on the Independent
range of ministers in the new government gghember for Manly, which he got completely

up and abuse the Democrats in the mo¥{fong. But that was the job that he was given
startling way. by the Liberal Party, and he carried it out on

the basis that, if there were no smoke, he

| think Crichton-Browne’s advice is prob- ;14 make smoke then claim there was fire.
ably, for the government, very reasonable. hat was the tactic he used.

hope they do not take any notice of it because

they are making our job easier in this place. He is being rewarded for that job he did for
When | was chairman of the joint foreignthe Liberal Party with an appointment over-
affairs and defence committee, Senatdeas. | have to say to Michael Baume that, if
Crichton-Browne was also a member. Evehe puts his energies constructively into that
though he expressed views on many occasioji®, | suspect he will do it quite reasonably.
in this place that | would have no brook with,| will be reasonable. | think he could do the
he was a very constructive member of thgb quite reasonably if he sticks to the form
committee. of what the job entails.

| also have to say that | had a chance to But | do want to say, as one of those who
get to know him through the work of thathave jousted with Senator Baume in this place
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again and again—and he made remarkgur office, but the contribution that you have
tonight that may have been directed at me-made over the years to the Australian Labor

Senator Bob Collins—No. They were Party.
directed at me. Chris Schacht was right. You hear these

Senator SCHACHT—I just want to say Stories about Robert Ray, Faulkner and
that | do not think that it does any of us anyourself and, in the Northern Territory sense,
good if we do not put on the record the facthe—the number crunchers. And it is non-
that we understand the role he played. Wgense. The number crunchers, by and large,
disagreed with it completely. We believe tha@re the people in political parties who are the
he got it wrong on many occasions. But tha@nes who are prepared to do the work, and
was the role he chose to play and, even at tiileat really is what it gets down to.

end, even in his valedictory, he was still there \r president, you have made an extremely
jousting, still throwing the odd hand grenadesjgnificant contribution on the national level
That was the role he chose to play, and thefg the Labor Party. You have distinguished
is a role for all of that in the Senate. the role of President, and | am sorry to see

Senator BOB COLLINS (Northern Terri- you leaving. | have got no doubt that your
tory)—It is time to go home. | normally do association with the Australian Labor Party
not speak in valedictories, as thdansard will continue. | wish you all the best.

records will show. | am getting up tonight to Noel Crichton-Browne spoke in here, and

tell a story, and the reason that | am getting | simply mention Noel now in the same
up tonight to tell a story is that, after a veryooniey; It has been said publicly by members
long and distinguished parliamentary careef, joth sides of the house on earlier occa-

: @Yons, but | just want to acknowledge it again:
to you, Senator Wheelwright, that that experir iqght that Senator Noel Crichton-Browne,

ence you had with Gerry Jones in the new, raspect of the job he did in that chair, did
Parliament House is the same as the expef-yery well indeed. He was an excellent
ence | had with Gerry Jones as the whip iR 5irman.

the Old Parliament House, as a new senator ,

from the Northern Territory. | can warmly The only other thing | want to say about
endorse the assistance that Gerry Jones H¥@el Crichton-Browne is this, and this is not
given in that capacity to all new senators iffomething new—I said it at the time. | am not

this place, and it has been appreciated by iferested in canvassing those very painful
all. issues that Noel Crichton-Browne was in-

._yolved in. | do not want to go into that. As
| got up because Gerry was actually gom%r as | am concerned, Wh%.t happened be-
to tell this story himself. | think that he . oo NGel Crichton-Browne and his wife

forgot, or he was overcome by emotion. :
f .. _should have been left between them. Leaving
actually thought your speech was temf'caside the merits of the issues, | am not even

Gerry, and | could not think of a nicer way of: . . .
celebrating a fortieth wedding anniversary ';er:]ested in what you might think about

than the speech you delivered here tonight.
hope your wife was listening to it. All I want to say about Noel Crichton-

But, out of courtesy, | should acknowledgeP™OWne is this: in respect of what was done,
very quickly all of those other senators thal @M Not even going to talk about that; in
are leaving. Mr President, first of all, yourself €SP&ct of how it was done—obtaining that
| know that | have on occasions been the barjgaterial by whomever—I do not know who
of your life. | am really sorry. But | always 't Was. Noel Crichton-Browne has named
thought you were big enough to handle it, sf€CP!€: | have got no idea who it was. But
| never let it worry me. But can | join all Whoever did it it was a low act.
senators tonight, and Senator Schacht particu-Those colleagues, old friends, Bryant Burns,
larly, in acknowledging, not just the distin-Tom Wheelwright, young friends. When Tom
guished way in which you have carried oufirst came into this Senate, all us old
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roughnuts said, ‘My God, an economically Whom have | forgotten? Have | missed
literate senator: how are we going to handlanybody? | have left you to last, Gerry.

this? Tom, all | can say is: short time though senator Chapman—What about Baume?

you have been here, you have made an
extremely valuable contribution and | IookMiﬁggor BOB COLLINS—Who? Bye, bye

forward to seeing you back here. . ] 4 cl Elliott
- erry Jones an eaver Elliott—you
Sid, you are a gent.leman and a scholar. startedythis, Tom Wheelwright—in the Old
Robert Bell, | will miss you. Senator Gerry parliament House, and we are a litlle less
Jones mentioned tonight the habit he had ovepoyrful than we used to be: there was a
the years of collecting notes. He did it bysenator here from Tasmania called Shirley
design; | only did it by accident—I cannotyyjjters.
collect things. But | have got piles of notes; S K Sh d to sit wh
| have got some great ones from Paul Keating S€nator Kernot—she used to sit where
that were passed down the cabinet table to n‘{r;ée”y sits.
on a few occasions. There are some very Senator BOB COLLINS—Outside the
funny ones from John Kerin that | have kepehamber, Shirley was not a bad old stick, but
over the years, but some hilarious ones frowhen she got inside the chamber, it was
Robert Bell. Robert, in terms of the entertaindifferent. 1 can remember in an estimates
ment you have given me in the time you havéommittee one night when | was minister at
been here inside this chamber, particularly dhe table, | spent six hours arguing with
question time, and the notes that you hav@hirley Walters about why thdead Sea
passed me, | have kept all of your notes. Scrolls was shown on the ABC on Palm

I will tell you something else | have kept; SUNday.
the present from your daughter. She saw meShirley was the great interjector. The
on television in question time and she sent mroblem with Shirley’s interjections was that
this. It has got a label on the top that sayghey never varied. She was just like a great
‘Sally Bell's individual diet plan for Bob big friendly foghorn that kept delivering the
Collins’. When you open it up, it has got twosame signal across the Senate. And she used
little eggs in here, a quarter of an inch acros$o drive people absolutely mad.
It has got a miniature meal inside the match- Senator Kemp—And don’t you, too?

box. Thank your daughter on my behalf, gonqi0r BOB COLLINS—We vary the
Robert. Again, it has been a solid Contr'bUt'orihterjectionS' we put a bit of variation in

from you. there. Anyway, we were in the Senate one
Baden Teague: what can you say abodfay, in the Old Parliament House—that

Baden Teague? Baden and | came into polparliament House that | love dearly: | wish

tics in the same year, 1977. You into thisve were still down there. | hate this place. |

place, Baden, me at that time into the legislahate this place.

tive assembly. People tonight have acknow- g 46r Brownhill—What's wrong with

ledged the very significant contribution YOUpis place, Bob?

have made particularly to the areas of interest ! ’

in foreign affairs, and | endorse along with Senator BOB COLLINS—What? A

them the contribution that you have made tg€bating chamber that has got all of the
the life of this place. All the best in your atmosphere and aesthetics of a public toilet:

retirement. you have got to be joking!
Christabel Chamarette, all the best. | am Senator Calvert—You can't even have

sorry, also, about all the terrible things | saidorridor parties!

to you. When | said that you were only Senator BOB COLLINS—AL this hour of
visiting this planet, and that you actuallythe night, my attitude is that those people who
came from the planet Zog, | did not reallywant to go home can go home. The Old
mean it, and | am sorry. | wish you all theParliament House: | am a new senator in the
best in your retirement, too. place. | am sitting up the back. My position
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then on the government side of the old cham- Senator Panizza—Come on; that's not so.

ber—those beautiful old furnishings—was ganator Calvert—No. no. We drank with
near the door, up near the President’s chajgip, every night N
| sat in the back row. We had a debate going '
on this particular day and | was sitting up the S€nator BOB COLLINS—No, no: | am
back and Peter Walsh was the minister at tH&/king about in the chamber.

table— Senator Calvert—Yes, but not outside the

Senator Burns—The old softie. chSamber. BOB CO S <h had
enator BOB COLLINS—Peter Walsh ha

olgegc?f{ioer Blge?e?oklll_%se_w%h’ %’her%ﬁ! Lh?ﬁea great sense of humour, but he used to say
committee stage of the bill ghirle \?vas o the most terrible things. He used to produce
e o g | e nover | y - Y newspaper that he sent around Australia. |

e other side and she never let up for 8,4 say what it was called, because it is
minute. Peter was getting more and MOrgy, o diamentary. | do not know why he was
irritated—and we all know what a calm

patient and tolerant man Peter was! Rig' ble to keep his house and his car; 1 do not

through his speech, this sonorous voice kepI{]OW why he did not get the pants sued off

X > ; m for the things he said. | can remember
coming across the room: “You are a disgrace,

i ; . ; ne occasion—Michael Baume, you know
Minister. You are a disgrace, Minister.” Pete(, , -+ | am talking about—and I must tell you

fhis story. | was in debate in the old chamber

. Rhd | wanted something nasty to say about
out into the gangway, goes to walk up th%omebody. Some-one said, ‘Go up to

gra]lngvgay and, as hehl_s Wﬁ‘lk'l':jg 0% of thl alshie’s office.” So | went up to Walshie’s
B Bana o e S e el FredTice, and there was this entire bank of filing
C%rg%/ e %? g&?ggun}smthte eLeaedn(?rtebf :ﬁ abinets along the wall in Walshie's office.
Goverr%lfnent in the Senate. ‘Oh! Shockq{ou had an entire filing cabinet for yourself.
: : The secretary went to it, and it had all these

horror! How dreadful. How can you say that?’ngmes: he had the dirt on every single mem-

Peter gets halfway up the aisle, and PresidegL, ¢ narjiament, state and federal, in Aus-
Sibraa in the chair says, ‘Minister, please, ! '

X O alia, all filed away.
come back to your place.’ | am sitting up the i
back and Peter is facing me. He has got that Senator Calvert—Including you.
gimlet Walsh look on his face. | thought, ‘Is Senator BOB COLLINS—Whatever.
he going?’ He turned around, came down andnyway, Peter did not like Shirley Walters,
took his place. and Shirley Walters did not—

Gerry was the whip. Cleaver Elliott was Senator Calvert—But only inside the
having a run around the paddock as Actinghamber, not outside.
Black ,Rod for the day. Peter withdraws ‘Old  genator BOB COLLINS—Yeah, yeah,
Harpy'. Honour is restored. Peter picks up h:_ziah. This is inside the chamber, | am talking
books again and steps out into the aisle arighot: not outside. As | say, Shirley—
walks up the aisle. | could see he had this .
little grin on. | thought, ‘He is going to do Senhator Kemp—Is this relevant to the
something.” This time, he walked all the way’aledictory?
up the aisle. He walked past me, got all the Senator BOB COLLINS—Yes, it is very
way to the door and, when he got to the doorglevant; and | know Gerry wants me to tell
he turned around and yelled across the charnhis story. Anyway, Walshie gets to the
ber, ‘You are a bloody old harpy!, and hedoor—let me finish!—and he dives out the
took off, like a rat up a drainpipe, out thedoor. We had permanently on the notice paper
door. Absolute pandemonium breaks out. la contingent notice of motion relating to Peter
those days—and | think it was and is stillWalsh which allowed the Senate to censure
unigue—the opposition hated Peter Walstim at any time. Fred Chaney comes diving
Peter Walsh used to say— into the Senate. Walshie has gone, Sibraa is
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in the chair and Cleaver Elliott is the Blackin the chamber, and we had to have statutory
Rod. The President says from the chaimajorities on every single division. Peter
‘Black Rod, go up to the minister’s office andWalsh came into the chamber in the Old
bring him back to the chamber.’ Parliament House at three or four in the

Cleaver stood there like a hypnotised rabbif?0rning, without a tie, without a coat and
The clerk at the table with Gerry said, ‘GoWwithout any shoes on. That was okay. He was

on, Cleaver; go and get him.” | thought, “ThisSinging. He had his arm around Rosemary

is interesting stuff; I've never seen this beCrowley’s neck—I have forgotten what the

fore.” Cleaver went out the door. Gerry Jone§ONg was—and he came into the chamber
said, ‘Oh, my God!’ and came up to me ang/Nging. That was okay; everyone handled
said—I still remember it—Listen, mate. Mind that—except Shirley Walters, | might add. He
the shop. I'd better get up to Walshie’s officesat down at the front—

before he kills Cleaver.” So Gerry takes off Senator Bell'You are a disgrace, Minis-
out the door. ter’

In the meantime, of course, we are moving Senator BOB COLLINS—Yes: ‘You are
the Walsh contingent notice of motion, andxa disgrace.” He put his feet up on the desk
Fred Chaney is there. Ten minutes lategnd started to take his socks off. At that point,
Gerry comes back with this great grin on higpeople said, ‘Oh no, Peter; not the socks. Not
face. He walks in on the government side. the socks!’ | indicate that the Old Parliament
said, ‘What's going on?’ He said: ‘Mate,House was slightly more colourful than this
thank God | got up there. | arrived just inone—just slightly more colourful.
time. Walshie was telling Cleaver what he Gerry Jones: | would say, along with Tom

could d_o with his black roo!.' | said, ‘What areWheeIwright that | have enjoyed your com-
you going to do?" He said, ‘It's okay. I'Ve panionship over the years. Thanks for all the
calmed him down. He will be back down 'nhelp you gave a not very young but certainly

a minute. I've worked out a diplomatic green senator, as | was when | came into the
arrangement.” We said, ‘Oh, great. Senate.

The diplomatic arrangement was this. Five genator Kernot—You were never a Green
minutes later, Peter Walsh came in. By thigap5i0r1

time, of course, the chamber is full on both

sides: everybody is there. Walshie came into Senator BOB COLLINS—No, perhaps
the chamber on the government side of thBot- To all of those senators who are leaving
house, with a grin on his face a mile wideUS, all the very best in whatever you do in the
Everyone applauded and clapped, of cours iture.

on the government side of the house. Cleaver,Senator BROWNHILL (New South
honour restored, came in on the oppositiowales—Parliamentary Secretary to the
side of the house, separately; and the busindgtnister for Trade and Parliamentary Secre-
of the Senate went on. Gerry, | have nevetary to the Minister for Primary Industries and

ever forgotten that incident. Energy)—I rise to say just a couple of words.
Senator Brownhill—And Walsh didn't | Will not be as colourful as the previous
have his shoes on. either! speaker, Senator Bob Collins, but | would just

like to say a couple of words to a few of the
ageople who are retiring and leaving this place
yn 30 June of this year.

Senator BOB COLLINS—Senator, don't
keep me here all night. That was the occ

sion—
. Senator Bryant Burns: best of luck in your
Senator Kemp—You promised & short ¢,rre career. | hope you do not buy that
speech. property you were thinking of buying, be-

Senator BOB COLLINS—You be quiet cause you will be eternally broke. Even
and don't interject, and | won't tell thesethough you want to become a pastoralist,
stories. That, of course, paled in comparisodon’t. | hope you might start voting National.
to the night we had the constitutional debat®on’'t become a pastoralist. Just take your
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retirement in the way you should, becausBRepresentatives, we played against the best
that is what you deserve. You were thehey had, the MacKellars and the Moores.
chairman of committees that | was on. | wasloore, of course, played Wimbledon and
chairman of a committee that you werdhere were times we led them four-nil but
deputy chairman of. | respected your judgthey always beat us. One of the beautiful
ment, at different times. | always thought youhings about playing with Baden was that he
were rather misdirected because you were abuld always serve his second serve just as
a different political faith from mine, but | hard as his first serve and it didn’'t always go
thank you for your comradeship. | wish youin. | think at one stage we might have served
a very happy retirement. You replaced Georgegbout four or five double faults in a row. But
Georges, whom | enjoyed as well. He waée is a great person to play with, a great
actually more left wing than you were, but Ifriend, and a great comrade in that area. He
appreciated your help and support in oualways played his tennis like he played it in
committee. this place; he had great character and he had

Noel Crichton-Brown: you are leaving thedréat purpose in what he was trying to do.

chamber at the end of this session. | am very | must say something about the tennis cup
sad that you have actually decided to leavge gave me, because in this chamber we hold
this place as an Independent. That is reallye cup. We have only won it twice. We won
sad. it last time in 1992. We have to be challenged

| remember you, Gerry Jones, from the firsnow by the House of Representatives to have
time | spoke in the Old Parliament Houseanother match and that will happen, | sup-
You stood aside for me so | could give mypose, in the near future. We will most prob-
maiden speech. You were a top whip. Rbly retain it again.

enjoyed being the whip for the National Party Michael Beahan: our President, brought

when you were the whip for the Labor Partyyown by your own party; | am sorry you have
| enjoyed your company when we were at the.g the” chair at this particular stage. But |

United Nations because | think that that Wag ik that we can say some things about you
one of the most memorable things | have '

done since | have been in this place. You Robert Bell: you are an honest Democrat,
were great company, and a great support amehd | have enjoyed the committees | have
help. | do not think that anyone who saw userved on with you. Most probably you are
when we were at the United Nations knewhe most honest Democrat that | have met.

whether we were from the government or .
from the opposition. So | thank you for your Senator Spindler—What about me?

friendship. Senator BROWNHILL —Sid, | have

Sid Spindler: the time | spent with you onmentioned you already. He is probably the
the family law act inquiry was quite some-most honest, and it is sad that you are both
thing. We tried to achieve something, and yolgaving, just quietly, because you actually
seconded the motion. We actually agreed @ave a little bit of purpose to the Democrats
the inquiry together, and we got it. It took a@nd you always had a purpose. Just last week
fair bit of getting but we got an inquiry into when we put a bill through together, Sid, |
something that actually affects so manypPpreciated the way you looked at the bill and
people’s lives. We tried to do somethinghat you gave your support to it in the end,
about the break-up in marriages in Australiaafter the briefings had been given to you.
and that is something you can be quite proud cpyistabel Chamarette: you are in the same
about in leaving this place. corridor as | live in. As a Green you have

Baden Teague: | always enjoyed youmade a contribution, but one of the things that
company. We were not exactly on the samkas got to be firmly established in this place
side sometimes, but whenever we playe that you can make a contribution but you
tennis, we definitely were. In some of thehave actually got to look for the benefit to
tennis matches we had against the House Alstralia.
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Tom Wheelwright: you said that you are asomething of a form guide. Senator Bryant
great friend of Sandy Macdonald’s. As youBurns: metal worker, good comrade, friend of
come from New South Wales, you must béhe battler, Labor stalwart—it has been a
good; but | think you are very misdirected apleasure serving with you. Gerry Jones: good
well. It is sad that you are leaving so quicklybloke, consummate whip, distinguished
because you have made a bigger contributiarareer—he will be very much missed; thanks,
and showed more purpose and dexterity thaBerry. Michael Beahan: a distinguished Labor
a lot of the people who are left in here fromcareer—a professional, effective president, has
the Labor Party. more to contribute. Tom Wheelwright: an

Michael Baume: sad to see you leave. gnthusiast, an economist—too good to stay on

wish you luck in your new venture. You havetn® interchange bench. Sid Spindler: civil
been a good friend on the tennis court, ifjPertarian, activist, highly principled, effec-
parliament and also, before you came into thidV€ parliamentarian—a good role model for
place, as a member of the House of Represe?‘\-Democrat- Christabel Chamarette: genuine,
tatives. On the cricket field, you were a greagomm'tted' frustrating—cannot tell a joke—
cricketer. | am looking forward to seeing youPUt an excellent travelling companion.
in your new venture in a different place. | Senator CALVERT (Tasmania)—I say a
hope | can visit you and do something witifew words as a senior backbencher. | have
you. always been a backbencher; in fact, | have
To all those people who are retiring, it is2€€n @ backbencher for nine years. Very

; riefly, 1 will say a few words about my
great to have had the opportunity to knOV\l':)olleagues. This is the best club in the world.

you. Even though we are on different sides of h to be elected here by th le of
the chamber and different sides of politics angf OY Nave o be elected here Dy (n€ peop’e o
ustralia, and it is an honour to serve. | feel

even though we have a different directio .
one of the interesting things about this plactAther sad to see some of my mates going. |
is that we appreciate the difference. Peopi¥ill Just run through a few of them.

come into this place from different sides of You would never have thought that I would
politics but everyone appreciates what thegay some kind words about Bryant Burns, but
stand for and what they are going to do in th8ryant and | were good mates on the animal
future. | wish you all the best and | hope yowvelfare committee and the rural and regional
have a great career in that life after politicsaffairs committee. | always respected his

views about agriculture. The fact that he used
Senator CHRIS EVANS (Westem Austral- to break in horses in his younger days really

ia)—I would also like to make a few com-. !
ments about the retiring senators. Senator B(tl pere;';ﬁre]d (gneén%nllmts’hl rgS'g’" ?ﬂg’%ﬁgt riT;y
Collins said he would be brief. | also say tha y Y

| will be brief, but I will be brief. Firstly, | YOUr_fetirement and my best regards to
start by saying that | have not had much to dglane €, as We '

with Senators Bell, Crichton-Browne, Teague T0 Noel Crichton-Browne: perhaps the best
and Baume in my time in the Senate, so | dgears are behind us, but | respect Noel's
not intend to say too much about them, othefiews and | wish him well in his future.

than to say that Senator Bell was a very good To Gerry Jones: | am still very proud to be
chair of the Finance and Public Administra-able to send you a Christmas card. You are a
tion Committee when | served on it, and thateal gentleman and the best chairman we have
| have always found Senator Teague to be @ver had—I know | can say this without any
very genuine bloke and a gentleman. problems, because Senator Panizza is not

| want to make a couple of comments abodtere—of the Selection of Bills Committee.
the Labor senators and Senator Spindler an@uU are a real gentleman, Gerry. | have
Senator Chamarette, both of whom | have ha@fways respected you, and | hope the best
more to do with in my time here. While | amNhappens for you.
not much of a punter, I thought one way to To Sid Spindler: | really have not had a lot
make an abbreviated contribution was to dm do with you but | have always respected
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your views. As a Democrat, of course, westood up for the rights of Tasmania and he
were opposed on most things but | wapushed those views very hard.

Pl,?,%she%a ?ﬁg rb\ggf tyouhave had to say, andApart from the fact that he used to grow

very good radishes and his sister has married
My friend Baden Teague: | do not knowa very good friend of mine who is in radio
what is going to happen to the tennis compedown there, Robert Bell, in my opinion,
titions anymore. When Baden was in chargaould have been far more advantageous to
of the— Tasmania and to this Senate than the person
who is going to replace him. | mean that,
Robert. Whilst in the last few weeks we have
Senator CALVERT—No, the games seen a succession of motions put by the
between us and the different agencies argbvernment that the Democrats have not
embassies around the place. Once uponagreed with, at the end of the day at least you
time, we used to have wonderful competitiongould have understood the rationale of what
where we took on all the embassies. We were trying to do. | have always respected
always got beaten, but it did not mattethe fact that you have always stood up for
because it was great for public relations andlasmania in the way that you have. | really
international relations. | am afraid that has akm sorry to see you go, mate; | really am.
gone. But | am sure somebody will bob upAnd I am sorry that we will not be able to get
along the way. any more of the radishes you grow in your

To the President, Michael Beahan: | havgackyard_

not always agreed with his decisions but, | That leads me to the last person | had to
tell you what, you would not meet a betteispeak about—my old friend Michael Baume.
gentleman than Michael Beahan. The thing liwill not spend much time on Michael. He is

like about Michael Beahan is he likes Tasa character. He is a person | first met in
mania. | have always been very proud antlobart—and | will not mention under what

pleased to know that, when he comes toircumstances. | was not a member of parlia-
Tasmania, sometimes he comes to see mement in those days, but | have always ad-

. mired him. | always admired, in those days,
Christabel Chamarette: a very gentle persqi\q expertise in wine and, since then, | have

with strong ideas and probably a great 10ss tgqymireq his expertise in everything else that
the Senate. The Senate is a place where Yalas He is a great raconteur.

have different views and we are all elected b
proportional representation. Christabel put He was my next door neighbour in this
forward a particular point of view that prob-place for a long, long time. Everything | ever
ably did not always agree with the main-did | used to run past him. You would go in
stream of politics—with the major parties onand he was a bloke who would have a pile of
either side of politics. But Christabel did it inbooks, with a few odd socks and sandwiches
a very honourable and special way. | must sagnd bananas underneath them. You would pull
that, as a Temporary Chairman of Commitever a file and find a sandwich that was about
tees, | always respected the way she put hthree weeks old sitting there. He is a great
views. beaver, worker and worrier for the Liberal
(IjDarty cause.

Senator Teague—The Reps games?

Tom Wheelwright was here one minute an
gone the next. | think he may have been a | tell you what—Michael Baume could not
great politician if he had had the chance tgo out on a higher note than he is going out
hang around, because Tom had a very goah now, because everything he has ever
economic background. That leads me to twaimed for has happened. Michael, you have
other people—and | will first of all deal with achieved everything you wanted to achieve in
Robert Bell. Robert Bell is not in my party, spades. | am very proud and very pleased to
but | have to say that he is a true Tasmaniasee what you are doing. And | am going to
and | will always remember him for that. Hemiss you, because | do not think there is
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anybody around this place who is ever going When a person makes their first speech in
to listen to my weak jokes again. Good luckthis parliament as always they get congratu-

Senator STOTT DESPOJA (South Aus- lated by all the senators in the chamber. After
tralia)—! rise briefly—as perhaps a junior' made my first speech there was one person
backbencher if Senator Calvert says he is 40 came around to my office afterwards
senior backbencher, but certainly as a relativéthen | was with my family and that was
ly new member of this place—to pay tribute>€nator Baden Teague. He came up to me
to those senators who are leaving. | want t81d said, “You know, | appreciated what you
pay particular tribute, on behalf also of mysald_ in your first speech’. | had_spoken about
coileagues Senators Bourne and Woodley wiB€ importance of the trade union movement
did want to speak but it got a little late, to our2Nd its importance in a democracy. He told
colleagues Sid Spindler and Robert Bell. | caf’€ that he had a strong belief in a free trade
assure them both that their passionate commgn'On movement as an essential part of a
ment to social justice will continue. You candémocracy.
be assured of that, Sid. | have to say that at the time | thought,

| also want to signal my respect for my‘Who is this guy?’ But | have come to very
former boss, Robert Bell, who has been a de#uch respect the genuine beliefs and commit-
friend and colleague and supporter of mingnents that Senator Baden Teague holds. It has
| will miss him terribly. | first met him at a Only been in the last few weeks when |
student rally and | can assure him that thdtécame chair of the Senate Standing Commit-
passionate defence of a publicly funded ange on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade
accessible education system will continue, fhat | realised the depth of knowledge he has
look forward to working on your inquiry into In that area and the incredible work that he
school fees as a new member of the Sendf@s put into that committee. | have to say that

Standing Committee on Employment, Educa-am very disappointed that | will not have—
tion and Training. and | know other senators on that committee

will feel the same way—the services of
The other reason | stand here today i8gnator Teague in the future. Of course, the

because Robert Bell has dared me to read tagme applies to Senator Jones and Senator

excerpt about him from the ‘Men of theg s who are also long-standing members

Senate’ calendar, and being so dared | sh ;
read it. It is March 1993 and | believe this isyiljhat committee. So to you, Baden, thank

Robert Bell: Turning now to Robert Bell: one of the first
A country boy born and bred, this Robert can b . . N
found sharing yarns with fellow Tasmanians ove{Eomm'ttees I served on in this Senate was the

a couple of Cascade Premium Lagers. Known foptanding Committee on Employment, Educa-
his relaxed approach to chamber dressing—  tion and Training. | met Robert there and the
| notice vou did not wear a tie for vour first thing | noticed was that he did not have
valedictor{/ Robert— y a tie on. | liked that about him. | have never

. . .. been quite game enough to take that punt
Senator Bell is a sensitive new age guy with Z‘nyselfq g 9 P

fondness for knitting. Although some would say h

is a little Devil, Robert finds true happiness in a He and | and the late Senator Olive
finely tossed Caesar salad. Not a purist, howeveZakharov went to the Aboriginal community
Robert indulges himself by including tomatoes. gzt Yuendumu in the Northern Territory as part

We will miss you both. of an investigation into open learning. |

Senator FORSHAW (New South Wales)— l€amed then, and | have since come to ap-
| rise to say a few words about my friendreciate, the expertise that Robert has in the
and colleagues in the Labor party who ard€ld of education. | appreciate the hard work
leaving this parliament tonight. But before2nd the contribution that he has made to the
that can | just say a couple of words abougommittees in this Senate.
other retiring senators, firstly, Senator Baden | agree with the comments made earlier. |
Teague. think it is a damn shame for this Senate that
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Senator Bell is not going to be back here after Ralph Willis has got the privilege of repre-
this weekend. | hope, Robert, that you can geenting the opposition at the United Nations
back. | have appreciated your friendship antater this year—I think | can tell the Senate
your company on two committees of thighat, as a returning officer for the party. Ralph
parliament—the education committee and theaid to me today, ‘You know, the funny thing
scrutiny of bills committee. is going to be that, one of these days, Paul

Turning to Senators Sid Spindler, Christabéfeeatggt IS g?éngaiocgf dtg de(‘)N ;gc;rnlg'e ?egfilgle
Chamarette and Noel Crichton-Browne, | haves SPECtS i
not had as much to do with them but I accept! "iSters. Senator Baume might just have to

that they have deeply held commitments an P and meet him at'the airport, in his capacity
beliefs and I just say that | wish them well ini’l(S EP,eAgO\;]ernmen_ts geprgs‘entatl\/’((aj If_c|>(r New
the future. ork.” As they say in the ad, ‘Hey, I'd like to
see that!
Senator Michael Baume is a very controver- | will now turn—very quickly, but very

sial figure. People on this side of the chambgmportantly—to the departing Labor senators.
have expressed their views about Micha&berry Jones, as everyone says, is just a
Baume and, in many respects, | agree witfyonderful, gentle person. He is always smil-
what they have said in respect of his contribling. That is a great thing. Whenever you went
tion in this chamber. to the whip’s office, when Gerry was the

Senator Baume has a strange obsession witfiip, Joan Harvey greeted you with a smile
pigs, so much so that he likes to keep thend then Gerry greeted you with a smile.
hanging around his neck most of the time. {5€rry did not always have as good news as
might say that, whenever he rose to his feetoan did, with respect to particular matters
to give us another one of what | thought wer&Uch as pairs or whatever. But he was always
disgraceful diatribes and attacks upon th¥ery helpful and | always appreciated his
former Prime Minister, it reminded me of theddvice. _
children’s story of the three little pigs and the | remember that | had just started when
big bad wolf. The ending of that children’sGerry asked me, ‘As a new senator, you are
story, as we know, is that you can huff an@oing to go onto certain committees. What
you can puff but you can never blow theareas are you mte_rested _m?’ | said, ‘1 am
house down. In all of his attempts, Senatonterested in industrial _relatlc_)ns and a numk_)er
Baume never did really make any dent in thef other areas.” He said, ‘Right, good, | will
integrity and the reputation of the formertake that into account.” Of course, as always,
Prime Minister. as a new senator you get lumbered with the
committees that other people want to get off,

0 | got put on the scrutiny of bills commit-

—1I thought, ‘My God, what the heck is
at?’—and the employment, education and
training committee. | am still on those two

ommittees and | am very pleased to be still

| actually also had a bit of contact with
Senator Baume in other respects, because
office is in the same building in the city as,
my office. | would run into him quite a bit in
the building and the car park. | have actuall
seen the back of his car, and found a few Qi them. Gerry, you did me a big favour,

those half-eaten sandwiches, as well. because through that | have managed to have
| also used to run into Michael at the opera@n association with people such as Robert
Here was the guy from the Senate who waBell, Barney Cooney and Mal Colston. Thank
continually spewing out bile and venom at thgyou very much for the advice. Most recently,
Labor Party; yet, at the opera, we had pleasjoined the Senate foreign affairs committee.
ant evenings on a number of occasiondVhilst | have just come on to that committee,
talking about opera. | think he always liked have very quickly come to learn what a
the gory bits. | just hope that some of thegreat contribution Gerry Jones made to that
intelligence and obvious ability that he doesommittee.
really have can now be put to far better use Years ago, Bryant Burns was a union
than it has been put to in this chamber. official in Queensland and | was based in
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Sydney. The first time | remember having anyNo. 3 on the Senate ticket when he went into
major communication with him was when lan election that did not look too good for us.

appeared before the Senate Standing Comm8enator West knows what | am talking about.
tee on Rural and Regional Affairs. Senatofom was prepared to put his hand up and
Winston Crane, Senator David Brownhill andake on that task. He campaigned hard, long
Senator West will remember this. | was themnd with a commitment, notwithstanding that
the general secretary of the AWU. The comhe knew just how hard the task was to get
mittee was inquiring into New Zealand shearback in that election. The ALP in New South

ers. | thought you brought down a bloodywales, and our faction in particular, recognis-
terrible report! It was a shocker! You keptes his commitment and contribution.

telling us that all the evidence was anecdotal. | agree with all that has been said by other

| have been on a few committees in this parllEpeakers, which is that Tom, in the short time

ament since then. | have to say that, quit
. ! has been here, has made a tremendous
often, anecdotal evidence gets a far bett Igntribution to the parliament. | have no

hearing than | think we got on that commit-do

tee ubt that he will continue to make a tremen-

dous contribution in the political field in the
Notwithstanding the results and the reporfuture. Tom, as you know, the great thing
of the committee, | appreciated Senatoabout the New South Wales Right is that we
Bryant Burns very much. He had a genuinéo stick together. We get accused of a lot of
belief in what the union was trying to put tothings, such as being thugs and number
the committee at that time. We were vercrunchers and all that, but it is not really true.
much concerned about the jobs of AustraliakiVhen you get people of the calibre of Senator
shearers. We were dealing with an issue thaibm Wheelwright into this chamber and
people said was racist and so on. Bryant andany others from the New South Wales Right
| have continued to talk about that inquiry. Iwho have served the parliament over the
know that Bryant Burns shares with me aears, you can see that we actually have some
concern about seeing workers in industrieqretty good people to put into politics. Tom
particularly traditional industries like shearingsits at the top of that list. To Tom and all the
lose their jobs because of a range of factorsthers, | give my best wishes for the future.

including the freer movement of labour L .
; Senator KEMP (Victoria—Parliamentary
between Australia and New Zealand, an ecretary to the Minister for Social Securi-

technology and other matters. | very muc ; : -

. . —The hour is late, so | will be very brief
appreciated the opportunity when | was on th )my remarks, mainly about the sena%:)rs who
Senate Stan(;ilng Committee on Rural antimain in the chamber. That will be a useful
Regional Affairs of continuing my friendship ay of cutting the list down a little. Senator
with Bryant and our discussions about unio orshaw mentioned those dear hearts and

matters. gentle people from the New South Wales
As everyone has said, Michael Beahan hdight. | have never believed that, and | do not

been a superb President of a very difficulthink anyone else has.

chamber. | have often sat here and wonderedI will first turn briefly to two of my col-

whether he would ever name anyone and, | ;
so, what would happen. | was so delighted t%geagues who are leaving the chamber. | have

- ; stened to many speeches about Michael
hear the story put by Senator Collins tonigh aume and | Iistﬁne% to his speech tonight.
Michael really has performed the task o ne theme which has come through is that
President of the Senate with utmost dlstln%;

t

tion. | certainly believe that he will carry tha ou were given a job to do and you did it as

experience on to a successful career outsi%ﬁg:nlége?t V?/g\év gbe’\gfcjsttry?rzg()% Uégﬁtrlgl tglosu

the parliament. Michael! You had a particular passion and
Finally, to our New South Wales ‘mate’, ingoal. | do not think it was a job that was

the true sense of the word, Tom Wheelwrightgiven to you. You are a very courageous

Tom took on the hardest job; that is, he wasenator. You have raised issues that, as
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someone else mentioned, many would haveThere have been a lot of compliments
found difficult to raise. You have copped andirected to you, Mr President. | listened

enormous amount of flack in this chamberparticularly to your speech. | will read it with

but you have come through it all with shininggreat care. One of the major reforms of this
colours. In my view, Michael, you have madechamber would be to have an independent
a great contribution to this chamber. YouPresident. In the years to come, you may be
have made a superb contribution to thable to share with the community some of
Liberal Party. In my view, you will be very your thoughts on that. If we want to enhance
sorely missed in this chamber. | certainlythe role of this parliament, we have to en-
wish you well. | hope that our paths will hance the role of the President and Mr Speak-
cross again, wherever that may be, Senater. It seems to me that the way to do that is
Baume. through the development of a truly independ-

ent Speaker. This is certainly what the Liberal

_Many have commented on the characterisparty s saying at the moment. | hope that that
ics Senator Teague has which make hifheme continues. | will look with interest at

unusual in any party, certainly in the I-'beral?/our contributions over the coming years.
Party. Every party can afford to have one o ) i )

you, Baden Teague, but | am not sure that we! 00ked in vain, Senator Spindler, for
can afford to have two of you. Occasionallyanything substantial that we have actually
on the front page of the paper | have seepdreed on. We have had many exchanges over
Senator Teague quoted as dealing with e years in which you have been here. It
problem with one of the Liberal Party’sSeems an astonishingly short time. We came
policies as he saw it. From time to time, wdn together. Happily | remain, but you are
wished to see you on some front pages fdgaving. The energy with which you have
attacking the Labor Party. | am sure that yotgckled the causes that have interested you is

did but that you just did not get that frontcommendable. | certainly wish you well. You
page coverage. have set a cracking pace for the person who

replaces you. It is, in my mind, a premature

Baden, you have a view of the world thadeparture from the parliament. It may be a
you have held with great sincerity. | certainlygood thing for the Liberal Party, but it is a
wish you well. From time to time, we havepity for the Democrats that you are leaving.

had our disputes and differences. They have

always been conducted in a very civilised 1© I_:tetoberg[ BetIL: we Zave _share?] maﬂy q
manner. | certainly wish you well as the year§OMMIUEES Together, and again we have ha
go on our fair share of debate and worked together

on some reports. One thing you did not
Noel Crichton-Browne is not here. It hasmention, and | was rather hoping you would,
been a very painful period for those of ugvas one occasion where a senator was re-
who have known Noel. | certainly hope thatmoved from this chamber in the last six years.
Noel finds more peace with his wife andThe true story of that, Senator Bell, has never
children in the years to come. It is worthcome out. | wonder whether as the night
recording that a major factor in the developwears on and perhaps you share a drink with
ment of the modern committee system that w8id Spindler you might fully inform him of
now enjoy in this chamber was Noelthe reasons why that particular event occur-
Crichton-Browne. red, but | will certainly say no more.

absolute stuff-up. ’ contribution you have made in a remarkably

short period of time has been most worth-
Senator KEMP—We may well differ on while. You are a bit different, | have to say,
that, Senator Knowles. | think it is worthfrom the image that many of us have of the
recording in this chamber that, without Noel'sLabor Party as we sit across the chamber. It
involvement, that committee system woulds very rare, and | have to say that in my own
not have come about. experience | do not know whether | have ever
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heard it said before, that someone has spokerSenator TIERNEY (New South Wales)—I
about the Senate with such passion. In fact rise, firstly, to farewell my New South Wales
do not think that is the tradition of the Laborcolleague Senator Michael Baume. Michael
Party right up to this present day, though | anBaume and | have always been competitors,
sure in the coming months and years they wilind this has stretched from the hothouse of
come to appreciate the Senate in a far greateiberal Party preselection in New South
way. But you are, | think, the first from your Wales to the icebox of the Senate tennis
party to have expressed a real passion for theeurts at 7 o’clock on June mornings in
chamber, and | have to say it is a passionCanberra—ah, the crunch of ice under the
share. On a variety of issues we would ceifeet!

tainly have a debate, but it is that passion for It might surprise the Senate to learn that

this chamber, that great love of the parllame:ﬁaume and Tierney are two of the Senate’s

which you have acquired in such a shorf
. . . : nest athletes. | always preferred to play
period of time, which does mark your Views, o ibles when | was playing with Michael—

as being a little bit different from some of the ther than singles, playing against Michael—

\élvee\l/\r/sa;[]hztxé/ggéincollle%gnues er;%\ije oefxt?rfssl cause | have found that he plays tennis the
welcome that char?gye 9P " ‘way he plays politics. Wimbledon was noth-
' ing like our games. So, after an hour of tricky
Senator Burns: | have often had this imagéttle drop shots over the net, which make you
of you, as political parties change, liberalndertake heart attack inducing runs; full
parties change, labor parties change, that twlleys to the pit of the stomach; sudden
my mind you have always been what | piccross-court shots that make you twist and slip
tured as the traditional Labor man, and | thinlover; and aces that leave you feeling humili-
that came through in some of the speecheded, we would come away from the tennis
this evening. | think that many of the viewscourts very well prepared for a day in the
you have put have been what | would deparliament.

scribe as traditional Labor views. They are Michael Baume’s dogged pursuit of the

views which | may not share but they haVeéennis ball and fine touch were only exceeded,

been expressed with a great force and sincefr, . : g X
. ; think, by his dogged pursuit of issues in the
ty by yourself, and | certainly wish you well parliament and his eye for detail as a watch-

in the years to come. dog on the public service. | well remember
Senator Gerry Jones: everyone has spokémat, in my first month in this place, Michael

to what a thoroughly decent person you aréeaned over to me and excitedly pointed to
| would certainly concur with that. My con- page 16 of an obscure Auditor-General's
tacts with you have always been extremelyeport on the internal operations of one of our
constructive. From time to time we havemore prestigious universities. | took his
perhaps spoken more frankly than we normakdvice and took the issue up, made a five-
ly do, but we were able to do that in a wayminute speech on government documents, put
because we shared some confidences.olt the obligatory press release and actually
certainly wish you well and | associate myseléent the full text of the speech to the major
with all those remarks that were made byewspaper in the city where that university
colleagues about you. was located.

I think that concludes the list that is before To my amazement, it appeared as a page 1
me, except for Senator Christabel Chamarettstory the next day. That sort of exposure,
who is not with us. | have spoken to hemwhich Michael was able to bring about in
privately. As manager of government busirelation to a whole range of public service
ness, | have certainly noted what an enormoustivities, really did serve this chamber very
challenge it is to deal with her—in fact, thewell. His skills will be sorely missed by our
whole lot of you, to be quite frank, anddemocracy, because one of the greatest
certainly no-one more so than Christabel. énemies of democracies is the impossibility of
certainly wish her well. carefully scrutinising the truckloads of legisla-
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tion, regulations and ordinances that moveias able to feed into the debate some very
through parliament. When we lose scrutineensseful insights. | will very much miss the
like Michael Baume, a lot more of this will philosophical discussions on educational
slip through and power will, inevitably, moveissues we had, as we moved around the
from the parliament to the bureaucracy.  countryside on an incredible range of inqui-

One of the other great contributions thafies. He greatly assisted the work of what
Michael has made to the parliament is coveR€came a very highly productive committee
ing a very wide range of issues. He has afnd produced seven major reports last year. |
absolutely encyclopaedic knowledge. When@m confident that Robert Bell will not be
entered this place, | was told that | might b@way for very long. | am sure that, after Bob
asked, on various occasions, to come into tgfown’s brief stint in the Senate, we will
chamber on a moment's notice and speak dielcome back Robert Bell.

anything. Well, that prospect, at that time, Senator Baden Teague: | first heard the
filled me with terror. | used to always admirename Baden Teague in the mid-1980s when
the way that Michael could get up and speakwas beavering away on the development of
on absolutely anything. what was to become the Greiner government’s
Beyond the chamber and committee workgducation policy framework. At that time—
Michael made a great contribution to thehis is in the early 1980s—I heard that Baden
broader life of the parliament. His sense ofeague was to come to the University of New
fun, from wearing pig ties through to appearSouth Wales to give an address on education.
ing in cabaret acts and doing Gilbert and\t that stage he had a very high reputation for
Sullivan, helped create a positive ambienctederal policy development through his work
which lifted the spirits of this place, being anas chair of employment, education and train-
institution with an adversarial format whiching where he produced a number of bench-
is unnecessarily negative at times. Senatonark reports. On this side, he was followed
Michael Baume has been here since he ehy Senator Kay Patterson and myself, all of
tered as a oncer in 1975. He is one of thes PhDs in education.
great characters of the parliament. We wish o ot Baden's excellent work, firstly in

him well as he moves from this theatre to theqy,cation and later in foreign affairs, has been
world stage. a great contribution to the Senate. But what

I now come to Senator Robert Bell. It is notwe remember particularly about Baden are his
often that we have nice things to say aboytersonal qualities, qualities that are rare in
the Democrats. | am very glad that myhuman beings and extremely rare in politi-
benchmate, Senator lan Macdonald, is nefans. Baden is without guile, despite 18 years
here to hear this tonight. The last time | sai¢h the place. His nature and character have
something nice about a Democrat was at theot been altered by this institution and its
valedictory of Karen Sowada; she had thgeople. But | feel that, by his example, he has
makings of a great parliamentarian and hen some ways affected all of us.

loss was a great loss to this place. He is a man of great faith. He told the

Robert Bell preceded and followed Karercpyistian Fellowship the other morning that
Sowada as a member of the Senate Standifg and his wife pray together every day.
Committee on Employment, Education angerhaps that is why he has been able to stay
Training. | found them both a delight to workapove the gutter that occasionally runs under
with on parliamentary committees, unlike thgpjg place, and to change others rather than
Neanderthals who appeared and disappeargfhm changing him. We pray in this place at
quite often from the Labor side of thosene start of each day. Perhaps if we all took
committees. more to heart what we were saying we might

Senator Robert Bell would listen to reasortake on some of the qualities that we have
and listen to an argument; he would come teeen and come to admire in Baden Teague. |
a sensible position. He brought to this placevish you godspeed, Baden, in the next phase
a very extensive background in education anof your life.



2510 SENATE Thursday, 27 June 1996

Senator NEAL (New South Wales)—I very genuine and very committed to what she
have to say that seeing a number of senatdoglieved in. | certainly have an enormous
leaving here has very much brought home tamount of respect for her.

me, in rather a short time in this place, the ; -
! ' Senator Robert Bell, despite what life has
fondness you can develop for members of t 8 offer and the goings on ri)n this Senate, is

Senate, even those with whom you migh

have very little in common and only eretlnginonrgggrr:te fe\:\gllotohﬁismtg?lt taimﬁggblgeggﬁéy

contact. hours and hours with the Finance and Public
I might start with Michael Baume whom | Administration Committee. That is quite

really have had some difficulties with since lremarkable. If he can take that to what he is

have been in this place. | might say that | wagoing to do after the Senate, he will be well

blooded fairly early by Michael who, within served.

the first or possibly second week | was here,

got up and bucketed not only me but my. ! SPent a large number of hours with Sid
family as well. | have to say that that haeopPindler on the family law committee and am

taught me one thing: that all vexations to thd€"Y 9lad to see that some of the early matters

spirit eventually pass. And that certainly had€alt with in the family law committee re-
come about in this case. garding the care of children are coming into

effect on 1 July. That is going to be a major
Baden Teague: | have had reasonablyositive step towards family law in this
fleeting contact with him, particularly outsidecountry, particularly in relation to the parent-

the house. But | have to say that your gracig and care of children after separation.
and your kindness very much impressed me.

You are always looking for something nice to, /d was often the only person whom I
say, rather than something vicious. That hd@und. even in a small part, to be on my side

really been very much appreciated, even thodd many of the debates in the family law
brief moments. committee. | very much saw my role there as

. _ protecting the rights of single parents and
Crichton-Browne: probably when | came intheir children. | felt, often, that the rest of the

here, he was passed his prime. And, for m@ommittee, on both my side and the other
maybe not having seen him in some of higjge, seemed to see their roles as being
evil moments—as you may believe you havgqyocates for the parent without children. |

seen him—I see him with some sympathy anday this as something of a negative and
as someone who has been separated V@trograde step when we had gone so far to

much from those things he was committed gy and do more for children and to protect
and obviously admired and often loved. | feetpjidren in our community.

sorry for him in that and | wish him luck.

Christabel Chamarette: one of the Gumn Moving on to my comrades in the Labor

. " arty, so many positive things have been said

Twins, as they were described to me whendp ot Senator Gerry Jones that it is very hard

first came in here. to add to them. Gerry Jones was someone
Senator Wheelwright—By themselves. whom | turned to for guidance when 1 first

Senator NEAL—AN | think they probably came in. Certainly, he always helped in such

quite happily describe themselves using th& Way that even when there was a complete
’ iofpanic situation you always felt that, ultimate-
term. They obviously were a great vexation -~ .

-1y, it would all come out well and that no
to the former Leader of the Government H oblems would be oo large to overcome
the Senate, Gareth Evans, and | remembeX 9 :
particularly scathing interview about them | remember asking Gerry about the commit-
shortly after | came in. But | have to say thattee structure, about how you were chosen for
despite the political difficulties that Christabelparticular committees, and if | could have
and her partner in crime caused both thsome input. He said, ‘I'll have a look and see
Labor Party and the business of the Senatahat gaps are available and get back to you.’
on a personal level Christabel Chamarette w&hortly after, | had a list of eight committees
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on my desk, and | never went in there lookindiere would never have guessed that basically
for work much after that. he was on an eventual death sentence and he

Gerry was very helpful. | was one of those/€y well knew it, despite the fact that he will
people who went into his office with rather@lmost certainly have the opportunity to come
ludicrous excuses for needing a pair, and Hack and play another role in the Senate at
will probably know the particular situation SOme later time.
that | am referring to. | was very grateful that 1oy, s pretty unusual. He did have an
he didn't choose to repeat it when he stoogdconomics background. He did honours at the
up earlier. University of New South Wales. He then was

Senator Michael Beahan, you have certainlgn academic for a period and went on to work
carried out your role with a great deal ofas education officer in the New South Wales
dignity. Frankly, | do not think that | would ALP office, along with John Faulkner, who
have had the control and the tact that yoplays a role in the Senate still, and Graham
have had in the face of what | would almosRichardson, whose name, even though he has
describe as abusive behaviour—certainly ndgft this chamber, seems to pop up from time
the sorts of comments that | would haveo time.
expected to come from senators when | first . . .
appeared here. In your difficult role, coming 1°M then did something quite unusual,
from one side of the chamber but having tGertainly in terms of the stereotype that is
play a balanced role, you have done well. O ortrayed about ALP members of parliament.
occasions when you have needed to be forcg€ l€ft the ALP and went to do an MBA and

ful you have done that, and that is sometimgSen worked in the finance sector as a stock-
necessary in a President. roker. He did that job very well and was

uite successful, but his commitment to
What | have to say most about SenatoE

Bryant Burns is his absolute iron commitmen
to the things that he believes in. Obviousl

olitics and his love of politics would not
llow him to stay there and he sought a

. . reater role here in the Senate. | think he has
with Bryant those two things are the Labotisne an incredible job and I really do hope to
movement and, in particular, Queensland. H§ee him back
indicated earlier this evening that he was '
going to continue to play a role in those Senator SHORT (Victoria—Assistant
areas. That shows that no matter where he Tseasurer)—| would also like to say farewell
he will always make a major contribution. to those of you who are leaving the Senate on

| have left Tom Wheelwright until last this occasion. A fair chunk of them are
because Tom is one of us. He is from NeWfaving; to have 10 senators out of 76 leave
South Wales: he is from the Labor Party; anép @ Pretty high proportion. It just shows how
also he is what could be described as, and/Much less than immortal we all are in terms
think, has been described as on a number 6f the total scheme of life politically and
occasions, one of my tribe. The way that Torftherwise.
has behaved in making the choice to come nr president, | wish you well in the future.
into the Senate and how he has behaved whilgnank you for your period in the presidency.

he has been here has only done credit to hiffhere have been differences of view between
and to the people who supported him. you and those perhaps on both sides of the

Tom had a very difficult decision to makehouse from time to time, but | know that you
when this position became vacant when Stereave endeavoured to carry out your duties to
Loosley resigned; it was very short term, withthe best of your endeavour. | think the thing
a high likelihood, to anyone who has anythat we would all say of you is that you have,
rational understanding of politics, of its beinghrough all of that, been very much a gentle-
not a position he could return to the Senatman in the way that you have conducted
from. Despite that, Tom showed remarkablgourself. To me, that is one of the most
courage and optimism, and certainly anyonenportant characteristics of a person, so | do
who observed the level of his commitment irvery much wish you well.
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Noel Crichton-Browne and Bryant Burnsabout 10,000 ethnic community functions
are probably the two retiring members that together. We have seen a great deal of each
have had least contact with over the years.dther. Sid is a very fine man. He has made a
wish them both well in their futures, which-very important contribution and | am sorry
ever directions they may head. that he is going. | do wish him well in the

To Tom Wheelwright: | have to apologisefuture.

%'oeé/c:)uﬁeng/’ I actually confused you with The one thing | would say about Sid is that
' ) ) he and the Australian Democrats have had an
Senator Wheelwright—Very different.  office for the last few years almost directly
Senator SHORT—That was something that opposite my electorate office in Collingwood.
probably warranted a personal explanation dre has been on the other side of Smith Street:
your part. | note that you did not do it—I amhe is on the Fitzroy side and | am on the
half joking there. But | think that the SenateCollingwood side. We have been only about
is going to miss you, and certainly the opposi50 meters apart. It has taken a long time, but
tion is going to miss you. With all due respect think that | can now say with confidence
to your friends and mine on your side of thehat, in the last month, they have decided to
parliament, you are much more economicallynove—this has nothing to do with Sid. He
literate, | would have to say, than most ohas been a very good Victorian colleague and
your colleagues. | have enjoyed the questioriavish him well in his retirement.
that you have put to me. | think | did finish i
up having the honour of having the last Christabel Chamarette and | have spent a
question from you directed to me. | wish youair amount of time together, particularly on
all the best. | think you have made a realhe immigration committee. We have had

contribution here and | hope the future bode&any differences of view on many issues.
well for you. The one thing that | would say about

Christabel without any hesitation at all is that

To Robert Bell: | have not had as much tg;_ .
. he is a person with a great deal of compas-
do with Robert as have many of you. Throug ion and feeling: she really does care about

the little contact that | have had with Rober er fellow human beings. We have different

Bell, | totally endorse the remarks of those,
' -~ Views as to how best to serve the future needs
who have already spoken about you tonigh f our community. She has been a very

Robert. You are a very straight shooter. Yo taunch advocate in her approach. We will

glrﬁic?ngr?grde %un% \I/guarr]:\\//%rr;/qas%?ri g%ggr%' iss her and | wish her well in whatever lies
head.

leave. There are two reasons for this: firstly;
you are a good guy; secondly, perhaps, Gerry Jones, we are going to miss you. As
because of your replacement. You have mad@meone earlier mentioned—and | have
a real contribution to the Senate, certainly opaply never said it to you—I have always
from the point of view of the Democrals. YOUfg|t great pleasure in getting a Christmas card
had an ability to relate to all of us and Wérom you and Rita. But it is more than that.
have felt that we could talk to you on athere is a warmth about Gerry and the way
rational and sensible basis, and this has beg{y; he has gone about his task here. Your
very important. | hope things go well for you,cjyijity at all times has been very much
and | am sorry that you are leaving. appreciated on this side of the Senate. It has
| want to say a few things to your otherbeen a pleasure and a privilege working with
departing Democrat colleague, Sid Spindleyou in our different ways for so many years.
| am sorry that Sid is not here, but | wouldl wish all the very best to you and your
have to say that he stuck it out pretty welfamily in your retirement, whatever it may
tonight. Sid is a fellow Victorian and we havebring. People say that they are going to retire
known each other for quite a few years nowwhen they leave the Senate; | think this is a
To those of you who are not Victorians, Imisnomer. | am sure you will be very active
have to tell you that Sid and | have attendeth whatever you do.
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To my two Liberal party colleagues, Badenhas stood up to vilification and attack over
Teague and Michael Baume: Baden came inguch a sustained period as you have, Michael.
the Senate a couple of years after | first caméou are a man of great courage and character
into politics in 1977. One thing that hasand we have benefited greatly from your
annoyed me increasingly over recent years esence. We have also benefited greatly from
that car drivers call me Senator Teague. | saypur friendship.

‘No; | am Senator Short’ and they say, ‘Gee, \yhen | say ‘benefited’ let me say that |

you look so alike.” | say, ‘Gee, do I really; hey, e guffered greatly from your ability on the
is far more handsome than | am.” Baden, yop i court to be able to pop a ball over the
have made a terrific contribution to parlia{,ot and make it almost spin back the other
ment in a whole variety of ways. Others havgjqye "t | mean benefit in a whole variety of
said many of the things that | want to sayyavs “We have been friends for a long time,
You have really made a very significaniye’ave been good colleagues and you have
contribution. earned the respect of all of us. We will miss
We have probably come from differentyou very much indeed and we wish you all
parts of the spectrum of liberalism but, as yothe best. We will not try to deluge you too
have made the point yourself, the Liberamuch with visits to New York, but | have to
Party is a very broad church. The great virtugay to you that you are probably going to get
of that Liberal Party is that it is such a broad fairly frequent stream of visitors—
church that it can accommodate such a range ; ;
of views. Many of the views that you havef fﬁ;r?jt?g itl\/llchael Baume—! willlook
espoused | have very much agreed with, and ' _
| hope that some of those that | have es- Senator SHORT—and we are going to
poused you would agree with as well. look forward to that as well.

So | wish you and your family all the best The Senate is a very special place and we
in the future. You are about to become aare all very privileged to be members of this
author, | hear, of this, that and the other. Wehamber and of the Australian parliament. To
have probably all got our fingers and toesll of you who are leaving | thank you very
crossed and are wondering what is going teuch for your contribution and your compan-
emanate out of all of that. | am sure it will beionship and your friendship in so many ways.
a bright and happy future for you and a very know that | join all my other colleagues
satisfying one. | thank you very much, as avho have spoken tonight, and others who
colleague, for your contribution. have not had the chance of speaking, in

My final remarks have been very deliberate?¥1Shing you all the very best for the future.

ly reserved for the curly one, my friend Senator MURPHY (Tasmania)—I would
Michael Baume, who came into the parlialike to make a few brief remarks with regard
ment on the same day that | did in 1975to those senators leaving us today. Firstly, Mr
Senator Chapman, who is here tonight, waresident, can | say that | have very much
another one. We came in together into theppreciated being able to associate with you
House of Representatives in 1975 as the 4®re in this chamber and | have appreciated
so-called ‘oncers’. None of us were oncerghe friendship that you have shown. | do not
although we had to have a second time rounteed to express any view with regard to the
at some stage. All three of us went througfob you have done; it has been a very difficult
more than one parliament in the House gbb and you have done it very well, and
Representatives. certainly you have done the Labor Party very

| have known Michael for a long time now. Proud.
| would have to say that | do not think that I Secondly, | want to mention Gerry Jones.
know of any politician who has been mord have only been here a very short time but
vilified by the opposition than Michael when | came in he was the whip. Gerry, can
Baume has, absolutely and totally wrongly say to you thanks very much. | appreciate
vilified, and | have never seen a person whgour assistance. You were always very



2514 SENATE Thursday, 27 June 1996

pleased to give assistance to new senatorsMururoa. At the end of the day, there was a
hope | never gave you a dodgy excuse fauccess to those protests and to all of the
seeking a pair. | do not think | ever wrote youpeople who went. Mate, can | say that | really
a note. May | say all the best to you and youappreciate the advice that | have been able to
wife and family in whatever you intend doing.seek from you with regards to economics—
Jot that | have been able to understand too
uch of it. It has been rather interesting and

when | first came to the Senate. | actuall . ¢ . ;
thought it was some sort of punishment. appreciate that, and | will certainly miss you
\Q/hen you are not here.

thought ‘God. They have sat me next to som ) )
old lefty!” But over time | have to say that | Robert Bell, of course, is my Tasmanian
got to know Bryant and | very much enjoyedcolleague. Robert and | have shared many
his company. Bryant, as chair of the rural andiews of a similar nature, particularly about
regional committee, was someone | learnt @restry. | have to say that it is sad to see him
great deal from. He contributed very signifi-go. | do hope that he gets back here, whether
cantly to rural and regional affairs. Certainlyjt be by way of a double dissolution or
from my point of view, he demonstrated avhatever. | do not think that Bob Brown,
huge capacity to have a view and to have ggardless of any effort he might like to
great concern for the rural community inmake, will ever have the ability to make a
Australia. Burnsy took some fighting qualitiescontribution across the wide range of issues
to Christmas Island, and | am sure a fewhat Robert could make. I do not say that with

people will remember that. Although Senatony disrespect to Bob Brown, but | think that
Burns is not here; | wish him well. that will be the case. | wish you well, Robert,

. and hope you get back. Likewise, with my
My colleague Tom Wheelwright, the person.jieague here, | not only hope you will get

| sit next to at the moment, is and we had gack: ['know you will be back. | look forward

Bryant Burns was the bloke | sat next t

about 3.30 in the morning, we caught a taxsn's economic rationale.

which turned out to be the most expensive . . .
taxi | have ever caught in my life. It took us Christabel Chamarette is actually guilty of

about five kilometres and cost us about $25/€livering to me the chairmanship of the first
We were supposed to be staying in mediocfePMmmittee that | chaired in the Senate.
type accommodation. Evidently they did not Senator Abetz—And she made me the
have enough accommodation to take all of thghortest serving chairman of a committee.

people that had turned up to protest in Tahiti, Senator MURPHY—Senator Abetz, | am
so we ended up being transferred, along wit§lad you said that, because that is true. It
John Coulter, to the Hotel Sofitel, which wascame about that it did make you the shortest
a five-star hotel/motel. We arrived there akerving chairman of any committee. That is
about four o’clock in the morning and, as itwhat you get when you rat on deals you do
was still dark, we could not see much. Theyith the Greens. You really cannot do that.
next morning we got up and looked out thesenator Herron was actually the perpetrator of
window—we were on the second floor—wethat ratting exercise and 1 think he learnt
Sa\tlé beat:)tlfulll(?wr:s, a big S\(/j\"m”l;mg %Oohﬁrst?mething valuable from that exercise.
outdoor breakfast area and a beach, whic :

was probably 30 metres away, with beau‘ufukI (I)gle\gricrﬁteélz g%%vwg_c%tr? ed%;vylthhgeggrtr? é

Wh'tlf sand. Ildturned to Tom arlwfd ﬁ.a'd.’ I Lhe cross the chamber when we were in govern-
workers could see me now. If this is w ,a%ent and sat down beside me—I think we
protest is all about, I am all for protesting! were having a division about something. It
But, of course, we were there for a veryhad always been expressed to me that Senator
serious reason and Tom, as he said before, gotichton-Browne was a number cruncher
to go on the boat but was rather disappointedithin the Liberal Party and that he delivered
that none of the people could actually get taertain things to certain people. When he sat
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down he said, ‘Listen, | hear you've takensenators who are retiring. | am not going to
one of the chairs of our committees.’ | lookedjo through everyone by name, except to say
at him and thought, ‘Is this bloke threateninghat—from yourself, as the senior person
me, or what?’ | had to explain to him that theretiring tonight, down to Senator Wheel-
deal that had been done was ratted upon angliight—I express my appreciation and enjoy-
hopefully, that would extricate me fromment of having worked with them all in
having done something that was not a normalarying ways.

ly accepted practice. It is interesting to see

: | wish to mention four people whom | have
where Senator Crichton-Browne has ended YWorked with very closely over the six years
prior to the end of this parliament. | say to R/ave been in this parliament. | begin with

him, as other senators have said, as Chairmé1 L ; ;
: ; ’ ; ant Burns in his capacity as chairman of
of Committees he was a very good chair an e rural and regional affairs committee. | am

he was a very good Deputy President. quite sorry that Bryant is not here tonight. |

I did not have a lot to do with Sid Spindlerhope he is listening, or maybe one day he
but, as other people have said, he was a graalght even read what | have had to say.
person. | think he contributed a great dealvhen | first came into this place, | had a
and, as Senator John Faulkner said, it hagrticular interest in industrial relations and
been even more enjoyable watching higural matters, particularly reform in country
contributions since we have been in opposkreas and country businesses, in transport, the
tion. waterfront, and what have you. After having

As for Baden Teague, | actually moved intdleard Bryant Burns interject almost every
Baden’s old office when I first came into thistime | got to my feet, | actually thought he
place. Mind you, Baden, there was a bit ofvas crazy. | have got to say that.

rubbish left behind in some of the drawers Tnen we formed a rural and regional affairs
which | found somewhat interesting to readkgmmittee and he became chairman. Actually,
Everyone else has expressed opinions afhen we got out of the reaches of Canberra,
views with regard to you and | support anthe pecame quite a pragmatic, sensible, hard
endorse those remarks. working, decent person. It was quite amazing,
The only thing that really sticks in my mindthe transition from what used to happen here,
with regard to Michael Baume is the issue oWwith meaningless interjections, to the person

pigs. he was when he got out in the field when he
Senator Michael Baume—| wonder why was involved with Senator Brownhill, Senator
that is. Bell and others. There are a number of reports

which | will mention quickly: the one into
Senator MURPHY—I am not sure whether foreign visitors or what has become known as
or not you had a thing when you were a kighe New Zealand shearers report; the drought
that you wanted to be a pig farmer but it musfeport: currently we are finishing the landcare

have been something like that. report—there is a little bit of work to be done
Senator Michael Baume—| am interested on that; the value adding; and, in addition, the
in ‘Babes’. report we did into AQIS and the meat indus-

Senator MURPHY—Maybe you wanted to try. While the meat industry and AQIS have

: o : ; a long way to go, | have no doubt that the
partner the Prime Minister in a piggery. changes that have been made and developed

Senator Neat—He wanted a pet pig. there have been largely due to a lot of that
Senator MURPHY—He wanted a pet pig. work.
| hope whatever your new stage in life iS There i just one aspect | want to raise in
going to be that you will get over the issue ofgrms of the shearers report. Stories had
pigs and go on to bigger and brighter thingSsmanated from certain parts of the AWU,

Senator CRANE (Western Australia)—Mr particularly in Queensland but to a lesser
President, | too would like to make a contri-extent in other states, about the impact New
bution in expressing appreciation to the 1@ealand shearers were supposedly having on



2516 SENATE Thursday, 27 June 1996

the Australian shearing industry. | am notinother one of these people who changed
going to go into the details other than to saywhen you came back to this place. | remem-
we went to a place called Muttaburra—I anber you promising me at that door you were
not sure, Bellie, whether you were at Muttagoing to support us on amendments to the
burra—out in western Queensland. This wakdustrial Relations Act. Somebody from over
supposed to be the New Zealand town of alere then walked over there and made some
times, run by New Zealand shearers. Finallpromise to you and you reneged on your
we convinced the person who was the actugkomise and voted the other way. | have
organiser of the four shearing teams or theever quite forgiven you for that. That is not
boss or the person who ran the contract tihe sort of thing you do. Nonetheless, | did
appear before the committee. This guy got uenjoy working with you.

there and said, ‘I just want to make one small | how come to my two colleagues, Michael

correction. I've been in this country for 18g5ume and Baden Teague. | was fortunate
years; I've been married to an Australlan_gwEnough in the first three years to sit with
for 18 years; | have four lovely Australiangagen Teague in that corner over there, then
children; and | was actually born in Newthe next three years with Michael Baume. |
Guinea.’ | am sure Bryant Burns, if he was inygnt to tell people here: if any of you want
here, would remember that. to get rid of anyone, let them sit with me for
Coming to Robert Bell, who was on thatthree years, because they are both going.
coerittee and also the educatiobn cori?mittee: Senator Ferguson—I am shifting.
Robert, | am sure you remember the time o
with the scrutiny of bills when we had done_ S€nator CRANE—You 'alllreb shifting, Kay
that report into export education. We Wergatteﬁson E’ f?r']ﬁ'tn.g’ IkWI q e,ton my Ot;Nnt
able to pick up a couple of aspects in thaf S "=re- Bul thal IS okay, don 1 worry abou
with John Tierney. It was a very important: Baden, | just want to acknowledge that |
report. Baden Teague was also involved. DY2S Very fortunate in those first trt:reehygarﬁ to
you remember, Baden? We got delivered E‘t with somebody like you who had the

i : owledge of this place, the standing orders,
Z?r:/::dEnagrﬁst?m and we sent back 39 pages aﬁ those little things that you have to learn.

Not that | know them all now, but it was a

Senator Bell—Hard work was rewarded. great educational process, leaving aside the

Senator CRANE—ADbsolutely. They were policy matters for a moment and the way you
all carried in the end and | think we upset on@sed to speak and all your expressions and all
Laurie Brereton. Was he the minister? He wathe rest of it, which we all thoroughly en-
not very happy, | can tell you. One particulajoyed. | just want to say thank you, Baden,
thing that | remember—I will not mention thefor all that support and that help you gave me
town—was when we went out to an organisan those days. It is very important when you
tion or establishment for homeless peopleome into this chamber for the first time that
during the youth unemployment inquiry. Youyou have a mentor who takes you under their
could hardly call them kids because thewing and helps you with the processes. Baden
ranged from about 45 to 13, so some of therffieague did that for me.

were fairly young, but they were all homeless. of course, for the next three years, | had
A couple of them insisted they show us theifjichael Baume sitting next to me, a totally
garden; they were so proud of what they didifferent character. That was also an experi-
in their garden. So we went out and had @pce and an invaluable one, because Michael
look at the garden. Dare | mention it in heregot me into Auditor-General’s reports and
Mr President, but this garden was actuallgim”ar reports. He would ring me up and say,
that green stuff that you smoke. “You had better get up and do this one.’
Senator Abetz—Tomato plants. You said here tonight, Michael, that you
Senator CRANE—Yes, that is right. never had written speeches. But let me tell
Robert Bell would remember that. | certainlyyou, you had copious notes. | can tell you
enjoyed working with you. Bellie, you werethat we were sitting over there and if | went
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over about two-thirds of the desk Michaeunion movement. That was certainly a very
would give me a shove and then he wouldotable part of Senator Bryant Burns’s contri-
gradually spread his notes all out there.  bution in this place.

Every time | saw Michael Baume get up in  Senator Wheelwright, of course, came here
this place and speak, he had the documenisuch more recently. We have got to know
set out in order—how he wanted to presergenator Wheelwright very recently, in my
them, and what have you—and none of it waswn case, as a member of the recently ap-
other than fully researched. |, too, join Jimpointed select committee on uranium. Right
Short in terms of his comments about theo the end, although that committee has only
victimisation directed against you in terms ofecently started its work, he has shown a great
some of the things you took after. | saw whainterest in the initial work of that committee
you were distributing—the legal documentsand has contributed to it.
the various information—because | was sitting
right there. It was not something that you Senator Chamarette, from the Western

; . JAustralian Greens, has made her particularly
were making up off the top of your head, It’L/_J\nique contribution to this place. We are

was information you were putting before this_ . . 4
chamber that wgs fully regearcﬁed and velyeighbours, in the sense that her office has
een across the corridor from mine in recent

urring. .
accurate about what was occ 9 years, so | have much evidence of the people

| just want to acknowledge that to you andihat regularly made their presence felt in that
of course, reiterate what | said with regard t@qridor.

the other senators. | wish you all well, par- . .
ticularly Baden Teague and Michael Baume S€nator Bell—You are being polite.
who gave me so much help in my first six Senator CHAPMAN—Of course, Senator
years here. Thank you. Bell also is aware of that, being a little further
Senator CHAPMAN (South Australia)—I down the corridor. Certainly, Senator Chama-
would like to offer my best wishes to each ofette brought a sincerity and a commitment to
the retiring senators. Firstly, you, Mr Presiler role here as a representative of the
dent, Senator Michael Beahan, for the workereens, and also as a member of the Parlia-
that you have done in this place, particularlynentary Christian Fellowship.
in your role as President. Of course, itis to be Sid Spindler | have worked with on the
regretted that you seem to be the victim of thgenate economics committee. Obviously,
women’s quota system in the Labor Partywhilst not always agreeing with Sid’s ap-
even before it has come into operation. Tharoach to some of the issues that that commit-
is certainly a tragedy and it shows perhaps thee considers, whether it is economic issues or
folly of that particular policy as far as theindustrial relations issues, | must say he
Labor Party is concerned. Certainly, you havgertainly has a commitment to the Australian
made a worthy contribution during your timeDemocrats’ point of view and has put that
here. very effectively during his time in this place.

Senator Gerry Jones, the mild-mannered probably know Robert Bell best of the
former government whip, is well known to all pemocrat senators. | got to know Robert
of us. As one of the earlier speakers mensarticularly well during the period that | was
tioned, he is one of the few senators on thgying a ot of work for the then opposition on
other side who regularly sent us a Christmggqystrial relations matters and Robert was the
card. The Christmas greetings from Gerry anghokesman for the Democrats on industrial
his wife, Rita, were certainly always a veryye|ations. | remember spending some time in
welcome part of the Senate. discussions with him periodically on amend-

I got to know Bryant Burns quite well as aments that we wanted to seek his support for.
fellow committee member, particularly on thelnterestingly, | found that quite often Robert
Senate economics committee with his workvould agree with those proposed amendments
there, and particularly his rugged defence dfut, sadly, some of his less enlightened
the traditional Labor values and the trad®emocrat colleagues would not agree with
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them and so, at the end of the day, we wergood to see Joshua up in the gallery too. He
not able to get their support despite théas been working with his father here as he
relatively rational approach to those amendias been cleaning up over the last couple of
ments of Robert himself. Perhaps we maweeks ready to depart the Senate and take on
have had a better industrial relations systemew tasks. | too look forward to the volumes
if some of his colleagues in the Democratthat will come from the research and writing
had listened to Robert's views on thoserojects that | know Baden has in mind.

matters. Finally, this brings me to my other Liberal
Senator Crichton-Browne, a former Liberakolleague, Senator Michael Baume. As Sena-
senator, has served here for a very lengthyr Short mentioned earlier, Michael Baume,
period of time. Of course, more recently héSenator Short and | were elected at the mas-
has left the party, but certainly he has playedive 1975 victory of the Liberal Party and the
a very significant role during his time here inadvent of the Fraser coalition government at
the Senate. He has obviously been a perstimat time. Well do | remember, Senator
of great influence in the Western AustraliarBaume, when we were in the House of
Liberal Party. Representatives, those chants across the

| come now to my two Liberal colleagues.chamber from the Labor Party of ‘Oncer,

Firstly, | want to mention Senator Teague. PNCer, oncer. Indeed, the reality was that
did speak about Baden at some length on t{Bost of us became thricers and survived
evening he announced his intended retird?rough to the 1983 election, you and |
ment—1 December 1994. Of course, Badefcluded.

is not only my friend and colleague but also, Senator Teague—That was 21 years ago,
as | said on that occasion, my cousin. Bademasn't it?

Chapman Teague is a long serving senator ingenator CHAPMAN—Indeed, 21 years
this place and a worthy contributor to theygg,

Liberal cause. He is a friend who goes bac .

many years to our days as youths together, S€nator Michael Baume—And the only
We offered great encouragement to each oth@pcer was Tony Whitlam, [ think.

in our early interest in politics. | recall well, Senator CHAPMAN—You remind me:
as | made the point on that earlier occasionndeed, the only genuine oncer was the Labor
the support that Baden regularly gave to mparty member Tony Whitlam.

campaigns in Kingston in the period 197510 \ye shared the rigours of marginal seat

1983. He was a regular contributor t0 thoSg,mnaigning, you as the member for Macar-
very active campaigns and made his presengg - and |—as | mentioned in relation to
felt in that regard. Baden’s contribution—as the member for

All of the senators this evening have spokeKingston. You showed great capacity, as a
of Baden’s contribution in this place over amarginal seat member, in building a strong
very long period of time but most particularlypersonal vote and holding that seat for three
in the areas of education and foreign affairgerms.

He is recognised within the diplomatic com- During that period and during our time

munity in C.%nb_e”"?‘ a?] having rp_ade an _e”gSOgether in the Senate, we also shared a great
mous contribution In the area of internationajoye of cricket. | think it is notable that, in

relations and foreign affairs. He is highlyi,oqe days, even though we held marginal

regarded by members of that diplomatigeais and, in many respects, had the demands

community, most notably the South Ameri-y¢ ihose seats weighing upon us, we seemed
cans; but not just the South American diplo

. fo at least be able to organise several games
mats—right across the board. of cricket a year here at the parliament. That
Baden has made a magnificent contributioeeems to be something that has faded. It must
over his years here since coming to the Senabe a couple of years since we had a game of
in 1978. | wish him and Kathy every enjoy-cricket here; perhaps it is a game we now
ment in their retirement from politics. It is have once every couple of years. But we used
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to have about three games a year, as | rememSo, as a long-term friend and colleague in
ber, in those days. this place, | wish you well in your new
. . endeavour. You are not going on Sunday, it
ﬁrgsigzt%rhlg?owles—Thls sounds like a good will be a little later before you go, but I wish
' you well as you depart this place. | also wish
Senator CHAPMAN—It is getting to that Toni all the best. In some respects, this has
stage of the evening, Senator Knowles. been a sad week; the sad death of Toni's
: . mother adds a touch of sadness to your
There were games against the staff, againggparture. But one notable aspect of your
an ACT President's XI and against the Crugenarting remarks this evening was the pres-

saders: it was a very important part of t.hgance of the Prime Minister in the gallery to
camaraderie that developed during that periofg5, your particular comments. | think it

That is the point that | want to make abOUteflects the respect in which all of us—and
Michael Baume: that he was one of thseﬁ‘articularly the Prime Minister—hold you,
people, during that period, who was mOSfat he took the trouble to be here for your
responsible for maintaining an esprit de COMP§eparting remarks.
and developing a camaraderie among the ) , .
1975ers. That was most notable in the way he [N conclusion, | wish all of the retiring
initiated and regularly organised the annugj€nators success in their futures. It has been
dinner of that group, year by year. He ha& Pleasure to serve with them.
done so for 21 years, apart from the year that Senator FERGUSON(South Australia)—
he was at the United Nations. Nobody in their right mind would get up at
twelve minutes past two on a Friday morning
to speak on a valedictory, unless they had
something special that they wanted to say
Senator CHAPMAN—Over the years, about some colleagues who will not be with
there have been fewer and fewer survivors, ass when we return in August. | would have
we call them, or people who have beerspoken to some of the other senators, had
resurrected, such as yourself. More and motbey been here, but | think | will keep my
of those have departed. Yet the significartemarks as brief as possible, bearing in mind
thing about those dinners is the number dhe hour.
those departed who, every year, come backgirstly, | want to recognise you, Mr Presi-
for that very special occasion. There is a veent, and the work that you have done in the
strong contingent of departed members angenate and in your role as the President. It is
senators who come back each year for thilyt an easy position. You have no doubt
dinner, and it is a great credit to your involvetome under criticism from people, both on
ment that that has in fact occurred. this side and on the other side, for various

Of course, after your time in the Reps, yOngeC|S|ons that you might have made or not
came to the Senate in 1984. As has alreadyade.
been remarked on, you were a very assiduous| want to speak on a more personal basis,
committee worker and a devourer of governbecause | had the privilege two years ago of
ment documents. You certainly also filled aravelling overseas with you and your partner,
very important role as the shadow minister foMargaret, to Germany and the United King-
arts and sports, about which you remarked idom. Can | say that, on a personal basis, there
your own comments earlier this evening, angs no better person to travel with that | have
a very powerful pursuer of corruption in termsever met. | know that my wife, Anne, particu-
of the issues you raised in this place. larly enjoyed your company and Margaret’s
Senator Knowles—How many pages do company on that trip. It was a very enjoyable
you have to go? time. Anq yvherever we went, you represent_ed
your position and the Australian Senate with
Senator CHAPMAN—There are no more dignity, and certainly in the most bipartisan
pages to go, Senator Knowles. manner possible. Once again, we wish you

Senator Michael Baume—When you
organised it!
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well in your retirement and | hope that thehave had more to do with you. | certainly
future for both you and Margaret is all thatwish you well.

you would want it to be. Thank you once ] )

again for that personal friendship which | had quite a deal to do with Senator

developed over that trip away. Spindler, particularly in recent times on the
Senate economics committee. While | did not

Can | say to Senator Jones, whom | did nQlyree with all of Senator Spindler’s views, |
know very well but who was a very friendly ceainly appreciated the zeal with which he
face in the whip's office when | first came, 55 0ached his point of view and the way that
that | certainly wish him well. I also wish pe'n ¢ it | ikewise with Senator Chamarette,
Senator Burns well. He has been described ggnough | did not have a particular lot to do
a traditional Labor man and it is fair to saYyith her even though she was the senator who

that, as a traditional Labor man, Senatofame in just before me in early 1992. | came
Burns wore that tag with pride. Some of ug, May 1992.

used to deride him occasionally, but I think

he wore it with pride and he will be remem- Senator Noel Crichton-Browne has been
bered in this place for the way in which hearound this place for a considerable length of
stood up for the traditional values that he hagime. It has been rather sad in recent times
always had. that, in relation to many of those people who

It is strange that, in this place, some peopl&€re ve,ry.clo_se friends of Senator Crichton-
you are here with for a long time you scarcelfprOWne’s in his early days and very close to
get to know, and others that you only mee®im. the bitterness that has developed has

’ woverflowed into the Senate chamber, which
quite well. That was the case with Senatof/® have seen in the past few months. Some
Wheelwright. From the time of his entry into®f us would do well to remember the contri-
the Senate, | happened to be on a committeB4tion that Senator Crichton-Browne made in
with him—and on two committees at somd!lS €arly days in this parliament, and to the
stages. Senate Wheelwright was a very endrlberal Party in particular. Unfortunately,

getic contributor and the enthusiasm he hdgany of us may remember the more recent
displayed as a Labor senator will probablyMmes rather than the earlier times. | certainly
stand him in good stead in the future. Man ould wish Senator Crichton-Browne well in

have said we may see him back again. CefiiS retirement and hope that, in the future, he

tainly, | would compliment Senator Wheel-1Nds a contribution he can make that will
wright on the efforts that he made in the timgive him some satisfaction and fulfilment.

he was here. It has been said that he has .
sound economic knowledge. | know that h(? | particular want to speak about two col-

certainly had more economic knowledge tha agtjse:ngg(? aBr:uﬁée g)gr'g:gr_.?ggagg Tlehaéggg
me in various areas, because | do rememb P : gue,

going to the Townsville casino with him and e%r;j?rt_]or tﬁgn?i%esa);iria\r/vﬁerzrfhﬁé r\}\?a:a;g”gﬁen
his investments paid off far better than min b t% tor S p dl dh Id not fi gd
did. I did enjoy Senator Wheelwright's com- out SENATOT Spindier and he cou'd not 1in

: . nything that he actually agreed with Senator
Eg&ymli?tetgse short time we had together OI%pindler about. Well, we are in the same

party, Senator Teague, and | have to say that

Unfortunately, | never worked with Senatorl have to look very hard sometimes to think
Bell on committees, but he was always a vergf all of the things that we agree on as well.
friendly person in this place. Senator Bell, But | want you to know that the contribution
do wish you well. I am sorry that | did not you have made to the Liberal Party, here and
have the opportunity to work more closelyin South Australia, has been appreciated by
with you. With my rural background, | wasall those that you have come into contact
initially quite keen to get on the rural andwith. It has been said before that it is a broad
regional affairs committee, but the competichurch—and that is the reason both you and
tion was pretty strong. Had | done so, | would are in the same party.
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The other thing we ought to acknowledgevhether they should or should not be raised;
is the tremendous sacrifice that anybodyou felt they needed to be raised. This was
makes when they have got a young familyalways done with an extraordinary amount of
and they come into this place. You have madesearch, so that you had your facts right.
that sacrifice, together with Kathy and your The only way that the government of that
family, and | think you are to be commendedjme could try and defuse any issues that you
and admired by all of those South Australiangised was by means of derision, and their
that you represented, for the sacrificial wayerision was short-lived because, at the end
that anybody who, at your age, enters thigs the day, it proved that many of those
Senate has to combine family life with theifihings that you so enthusiastically followed
political life. Senator Teague, | congratulat§yere true. You have been a great member of
you for what you have done and for the wayphis Senate and a great member of the Aus-
that you have stood up for things that yoyrajian parliament. We certainly wish you and
believe in. | certainly wish you and KathyToni well in your new venture in New York.
well in your retirement. | hope it is a time | hope there are a few bedrooms in the place,
that is exciting for you in the future. because it seems that nearly everybody here

My final remarks are directed to Senatois going to be there at some stage or other. |
Baume. | acknowledge, as Senator Chapmaertainly wish you well. | will miss your
did, that Senator Baume is held in very highiriendship but, most of all, we know where
regard. Such was that regard that the Primgou are and we will be able to see you in the
Minister came over here to hear Senatduture. Thank you, Michael Baume, for your
Baume’s valedictory speech, and | know thatontribution to this place.

the things that were said by Senator Baume Senator KNOWLES (Western Australia)—
struck a very solid chord with the Primewmr president, | hope you will forgive me for
Minister and all of the senator’s colleagues.starting my contribution to tonight's valedic-
Senator Baume, | have some particuldory with my very own colleagues. | start in
personal issues that | will miss when you goterms of seniority with my great friend Sena-
because | do not know anybody else in thtor Baden Teague.
Senate who knows Flanders and Swan as wellSenator Teague, | acknowledge your long
as you and | do. They are two of the greatesind distinguished career and the great time
comedians from England that | have evethat we have had together and the great
known, and they sing and talk with greatdvice that you have very quietly given me
humour. | do not know who is going to doover the nearly 12 years that | have been
the fundraising singing, when you and | camere. You have been terrific. It would be my
no longer combine to raise money to try angailing if | did not momentarily stand up here

win the seat of Canberra. tonight and formally acknowledge the contri-
Senator Michael Baume—They will bution which you have made.
probably pay us to shut up. If | may excise just one section of your

Senator FERGUSON—They probably will Very distinguished and long career, one of the
pay us to shut up. | will always remembeicontributions that you have made is to the
shared a lot in common in music. We sharet$ & very special thing that should be cher-
a lot in common in our political views, as!shed and not abused. | hope that the future
well. | note particularly your dedication. 1S largely dependent upon what you have
think the word that has been used tonight igontributed to the Privileges Committee over
‘courage’. When | first came into this place, SO many years: people do not abuse the right
| could not but admire the way that you©f Privilege in this house, and you have given
would tackle issues with an enthusiasm thaCh clear direction in the way that you feel
very few of your colleagues would do—It should be exercised.
particularly the difficult issues that you felt Senator Teague, it probably sounds very
needed to be raised. It was not a matter déeble, in many respects, to pick out such
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very small areas of such a long and distinto say that | have always respected you
guished career, at this time of night. But lkenormously for what you stand for personally
would like to say a personal thankyou forand you as a person. May | say to you that |
what you have done for me, and also to wiskvish you sincerely, from the bottom of my
you and Kathy well for your future as aheart, all the best for the future that you have
young man with a family and as one who ham store for you. | think it is sad the way in
so much to look forward to. Thank you,which you are leaving us, but I think that it
Senator Teague, for what you have done. is a significant contribution that you have

To another great friend in Senator Bauménade not only to your party but to the parlia-

Senator Baume and | virtually came in toTnent.

gether, even though you had had a previous The other two people that | would like to
life which | had not had. | have got to saybriefly acknowledge tonight are Senator
that you taught me a lot in terms of reflectingRobert Bell and Senator Chamarette, two
upon the ways in which the parliamentarylecent, honourable people who have sought
process can be used to its benefit, withoui serve their causes particularly well. I very
being abused, and | think that is the key. If séarely prejudge anyone on someone else’s
many new and upcoming senators could leaiewpoint, but | have to say that a couple of
from someone like you, Senator Baume, thigolleagues from within the parliament, and
place would be a far better and richer placene whom Senator Bell reminded me of
for those who are yet to follow. So you haveonight from outside the parliament, gave me
a legacy in this place which many of us ca thumbnail sketch of Senator Bell prior to his
follow and many who are yet to come carfival and indicated that he was going to be
follow, in the way in which you have beena very decent contributor to this place. He has
able, without abusing the parliamentaryulfilled that thumbnail description to the
process, to use the parliamentary process #most. To you, Senator Bell, all I can say is
bring many issues to the fore that wouldhat in these last few days of your senatorial

otherwise have not been brought to the forddosition | find it sad to see you go because |

. think you have made a significant contribu-
May | wish you, Senator Baume, and your y g

dear wife Toni everything of the best. Likellon in your six years in the Senate. | hope
Senator Ferguson, | do not know how you arf1at your contribution will be seen again
going to accommodate us all if we decide t erte—as Iondg, if It Eﬁay kput tan Lo_gerrllderhto
turn up at the one time in that unknown placé'at: @S you 0o not knock out a Libeéral when
to which you are headed. You have beeﬁou come back. But you can certainly come
terrific and thank you for all that you have ack at the expense of anyone else.

done for me and for my staff. From my T0 Senator Chamarette, | suppose the same
longest serving member of staff, Sue OldhamyVords apply, that she has certainly taken a
who has been with me for all but six month/€7y decent role. We have been corridor pals
of my almost 12 years here, can | put o ith Senator Bell and | have always found
record a special thankyou to you, becausergenator Chamarette to be a very honourable

know that she would like her appreciation fogngigefehng %e;ﬁc;rs K‘gtrhr\é\’g%r;rtoeﬂﬁzl'"? ?ﬁlg
your friendship recorded in this your final Ig L if P that to b thg : i
night. place, if ever that were to be the case, is no

at the expense of a Liberal. | hope that she
To you, Mr President, may | say as a fellowhas a long and fulfilling retirement that she

Western Australian that | have respected yoitimates to me in private that she would seek

greatly for what you have done. | have to sajo have. And, of course, to Senators Burns,

that on many occasions | have disagreed wit¥heelwright and Spindler | extend my very

you philosophically, and | may have disagree8€st Wishes.

with you procedurally, but as a person | have Senate adjourned at 2.29 a.m.
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