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Thursday, 2 May 1996 impact in the areas of science, technology and
information technology; areas for which |
wish to take particular responsibility on behalf

Mr SPEAKER (Hon. R. G. Halverson O©f the opposition.
OBE) took the chair at 9.30 a.m., and read While the government made a number of
prayers. promises about science in its election state-

GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S SPEECH ments—for example, there was a commitment
to maintain and even increase CSIRO funding

Address-in-Reply and there was a commitment to increase
Debate resumed from 1 May, on motion byniversity research—we have to look at those
Mrs Gash: specific promises in the context of the

That the following address-in-reply to thegOvernment's general statement about how its
speech of His Excellency the Governor-General b@embers will handle government as a whole.
agreed to: While there may be a promise to increase

May it please Your Excellency: funding f_or university research there has to be

We, the House of Representatives of th& duestion mark about general grants to
Commonwealth of Australia, in Parliament assemdniversities and the overall tertiary education
bled, desire to express our loyalty to our Mossector. That may well impinge on the ability

Gracious Sovereign, and thank Your Excellency fopf those universities to deliver effective re-
the speech which you have been pleased to addregsgrch.

to Parliament.
While funding for university research may
a mr)Mﬁs-lﬁ\;vl:\ SEQ/Q/%E | aEthOQi)grr:tOQ()af(C)gr'eS%h %(/iése, the slashing of general university funds

House moved to adjourn, there has been il certainly undermine the ability of the
massive effort in this country over the pas rtlarﬁ/ Isector. to deliver onhun;:{e{]sgyl_re-
decade and more on behalf of science. Expepica o 't IS university research which delivers
; ; y “hasic science to this country. There are a
diture on science has been very substanti b f other instituti hich ¢
That means Australia has in some measufg " ocr Of Other Institutions which periorm
bucked the trend in the OECD, becausg Y. strongly in this regard but, certainly, it
among business and even public sector autls. university research which underpins basic
orities the research trend has been downwar S?gr?fhth”} ’%L.‘Iitraléa and Fthroﬂghdoﬂ.t the
in some OECD countries. Australia has resis: trh - tha 6]} tl)l Y0 unlversrlllt_es odelver d
ted that notion in the last decade under th§ € area of basic researc |s_"ul;1 ernzjlne
Labor government. As an opposition spokesz.." odpportunltles as a nation will be under-
man on science and technology, | intend t Ined. _ _ _
ensure that the government is accountable inThere was a commitment in relation to the
this area of Australian development. Withou€SIRO. I notice that the Minister for Science
that accountability, our opportunities for fut-and Technology (Mr McGauran) has issued a
ure creativity and innovation in manufacturingoress release reaffirming that commitment.

and all areas of agriculture and environmentdut we now see that funding in the innova-
management will not be with us. tion statement is to be massively cut by this

| want to look first at the Howard gov- government. They have already indicated their
ernment’s initial record in this place in rela-Nténtion to take funds from the substantial

tion to science. We have not yet had mucRommitments which the previous Labor
opportunity to judge that record and | will9overnment made towards innovation in this

withhold final judgment until | see what the€oUNtry. As 1 said last night, innovation
record is. But we must be overcautious iYnderpins most of our efforts in the technol-

relation to this area because already we ha®@y area certainly and in science generally.
seen the government’s intention to reduce If massive funds are to be withdrawn from
government spending by a massive amount+hat innovation statement, the opportunity for
some $8 billion—over the next two years. Ifthe CSIRO, scientists and industry to move in
that reduction occurs, it must have soméhis area will be undermined. So while there
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might be some specific promises, which atloes not always pay off. In fact, there is a
this stage | am prepared to assume will beery long payback period. If the R&D tax
honoured, the reality is that, in the broadeconcession were abolished, something which
context of a government which proposes taould save the government some $200
massively cut funds from not only the publicmillion to $300 million, there would be a
sector but also the private sector, basic scghort-term gain for the government but a
ence, applied science and innovation in thing-term loss for Australia and Australian
country are certainly under threat. industry. It would undermine our ability to

The private sector has a very high standarfynd innovation and to be competitive in the
of growth, of foreign market penetration, forVorld in the areas of high technology.
patents—one of the highest in the OECD. Our Australia has always had a very sound basis
benchmarks in science show us to be worltbr the science which it undertakes. Science
class in the areas of science publications and this country has always provided the basis
registered US patents, for example. Our co$ér us to move forward in our economy. It is
and skill base, our skill availability for re- something about which Australians have
search and development, are second to norgways been proud. We have been good at
That is something | am sure about which alkcience in this country. | do not want to see
honourable members will be proud. that position undermined. The current climate

Our share of h|gh technology exports hagf fear an.d Uncertalnty'Whl(:h the government
grown at the rate of about 26 per cent a yea$ producing not only in the public sector—
since 1986. That is a better record than ifhat is very evident—but also | believe in the
many of the tiger economies of Asia. We caRrivate sector is one which will undermine
see from those benchmarks which | haveur ablllty to deliver in the area of science.

briefly enumerated that the private sector's gcience needs stability. It needs an assur-
contribution to science in this country overgnce of further funding. Industry needs that
the last decade or so has been very substafsmmitment for the future to enable it to
tial. But what has underpinned that; what hag|ace its own dollars at risk. It needs to know
provided the basis for that expansion ofnere will be certainty in the years to come.
private sector science? The research andgm afraid that is one thing which this
development tax scheme introduced by thgovernment is not delivering to industry. It is
Labor administration has alone been respoipt providing it in the public sector—that is
sible for a very substantial part of the growtthatently obvious. Indeed, it is something
we have seen in private sector research akghich we might well have expected from the
development. government, but | am sure none of us quite

Part of that has been triggered by improveexpected that the uncertainty this govern-
ments in elaborately transformed manufacturégent’s policies have produced in industry at
and by improvements in the manufacturingarge would be delivered in the way we have
economy. R&D in the private sector usuallyseen. They are not engendering the kind of
follows the pace of any increase in manufagsonfidence for the future, the kind of certain-
turing development. As this country hady, which industry needs to place funds at
expanded its exports manufacturing capabilitsisk. | think that will be to the government’s
and its domestic manufacturing base, sdetriment in the short term and Australia’s in
industry has responded with increased effort§e long term.

in research and development. That $200 million to $300 million | am sure
Fundamental to that whole process has bespunds like an awful lot of money to mem-
the tax concession scheme. That schemebgrs on the opposite side, to a government
not cheap but it does present very goodhich is desperate to fund election promises
opportunities for industry to receive somat knew it could not keep unless it slashed
assistance from the private sector to ensupblic spending generally. Now they are
that it can continue to invest in R&D. Re-confronted with the reality of that. They have
search and development is inherently risky. ko find what they believe to be a substantial
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amount of money, and they are going to fingtate of South Australia has always been at
it by withdrawing funds from important the leading edge of space technology in
schemes like the tax concessions on resear8hstralia. The town of Woomera, which is a

and development, which have ensured thaubstantial space technology base in South
this country has a substantial research arilstralia, enjoyed considerable growth in the

development effort. This post-election climated940s and 1950s, when the initial European
of uncertainty has brought to science andpace combined efforts were first put into

information technology particularly but otherpractice but then lapsed for a while.

areas of government as well a new era in The previous government strenuously
uncertainty and financial instability. applied itself in the last decade to ensuring
We have heard from government ministerthat this opportunity is not lost to Australia,

that everything is on the table. Indeed, ibecause in the 1950s and 1960s space was
relation to social security—an area to whichreally all about very large launch vehicles and
this government made strong commitments fabout putting payloads into space which were
future funding—we hear that things are on theery substantial indeed. It was about the
table. That is an awesome expression if yomhanned space program, and it involved very
are in receipt of benefits or if you are lookinglarge and very expensive satellites.

to the government to ensure that your next ¢ is no longer the case. Technology has
meal is on the table. moved beyond that. We can now deliver into

In relation to health, co-payments have ndbw earth orbit very small satellites. These
been ruled out by this government—a vergatellites are comprehensive in their activities
strong step indeed in undermining the verand able to deliver to the people who are
provisions of Medicare, which is somethingprepared to pay the modest sums which it
those opposite committed themselves tonow takes to put them into space the very
maintaining. If those kinds of issues are osubstantial and specialised benefits which
the table, if matters of that substance anthose satellites deliver to them. One of the
commitment are on the table, how can webvious areas for that is communication.
expect the government to honour commitThere are any number of consortia in the
ments in areas like research and developmemtorld now looking to put into space low earth
the tariff concession scheme, the expourbit satellites which will deliver specialised
market development grant scheme, govermcommunications services right throughout the
ment consultancies and government informalanet.

tion technology expenditure? There is also the very important area for
It is not my intention to at this stage go tocAustralia of remote sensing, because of its
deeply into those issues. | have limited timaignificance in mining, in agriculture and in
today, and | am sure there will be many otheall of the primary and resource and energy
opportunities in this House to cover issuesdustries on which Australia has so excelled
like that. But | think it is time to turn to some in the past. Those satellites are a very import-
specific examples of how this government'sant part of that technology. If we have to
failures to commit expenditure in these areggurchase our imaging data, our remote sens-
will undermine Australian industry and ouring data, from other countries like the United
competitiveness and innovation in the worldStates, France or Russia, as we are currently
| have selected two particular topics for that—eoing, the cost of that would be very high and
one because of its relevance to South Australve would run the risk that they will edit that
ia, my home state, and the second becausedsta for their own commercial purposes or
its importance to the Australian economy athey will withhold that data from us at critical
a whole. times. We would not have the kind of certain-

| would like to discuss the issue of spacéy over our own economic future which this

technology. We have a very final frontier incoUntry rightly demands.
Australia. Apart from the outback, we have If we are to be part of the next generation
the final frontier of space. Indeed, my ownof remote sensing technologies and if we are
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to benefit from the kind of technology whichl am here because they comprehensively
space delivers, it is important that we haveejected a party that had lost touch with

that effort involved. Woomera, | regret to sayprdinary people. They rejected a party that
is under threat from this government. Thiglivided communities and that implemented

government is refusing to commit to a numbepolicies that put out of work in excess of 40

of contracts which are available. Articles inper cent of our youth in some areas. They
the press last week indicated that the ministeejected a party that spawned a welfare
has refused to rule out the closure of theulture, a party that penalised individualism

Woomera base and the withdrawal of signifiand enterprise and a party that encouraged
cant funding commitments from those promediocrity.

jects. | am here because the people of Eden-

There is short-term financial gain in thatMonaro wanted a government that would give
but, again, there is long-term loss for thithem some hope. They wanted a government
country. There is a substantial long-term losthat understood and would work for ordinary
for my home state of South Australia. | hopéAustralians. They wanted a government that
to see the Premier of South Australia, Deawas decent and honest. They wanted a
Brown, joining with me in calling for this government that would restore family values.
government to renew its commitment toThe people of Eden-Monaro knew that a
space, because Woomera depends on thebalition government understood the needs
South Australia depends on it but, much morand aspirations of rural and regional Australia.
importantly in the long run, our mining, They knew that we understood the importance
agricultural, energy, resources and communegf small and family businesses.

Australia’s future development—also depenghose things that | said | could bring to the
very heavily on our commitment to space, ORederal parliament: a background of diversity,
our commitment to Woomera. of working hard to achieve results, of working
Those things cannot be ignored. They ar@ith a variety of people and cultures, of
vital to the future development of this coun-developing a small business and of raising a
try. | hope that not only the Liberal statefamily.
government in South Australia but also the yes | am very honoured to be standing
new government here will show a renewegere today as the member for Eden-Monaro.
commitment to science, a renewed cOmmif- gm the 11th member for Eden-Monaro,
ment to space and a renewed commitment {though two of the previous members had
are so important to our future development.ihe ninth person to represent the seat in its
Mr SPEAKER —Before | call the honour- 95-year history. Eden-Monaro is one of the
able member for Eden-Monaro, | remind thd-ederation electorates. So eight members in
House that this is the honourable member'd5 years gives an average of about 12 years,
first speech and | ask the House to extend tand | intend to at least equal that.

him the usual courtesies. | am particularly grateful to the people of

Mr NAIRN (Eden-Monaro) (9.45 a.m.)— Eden-Monaro for the confidence they express-
Thank you, Mr Speaker. | add my congratulaed in me on 2 March and to the Liberal Party,
tions to you on your election to one of thewhich selected me as their candidate to
most important positions in this parliamentcontest the election. | thank all those Liberal
As a new boy on the block | am extremelybranch members who gave so much of their
pleased to have heard the comments made tigne in helping me to get elected. | also wish
you and the Deputy Speaker regarding raising thank our coalition partners, the National
the standards in this House. | am sure that afarty, which participated in my campaign and
of the new members look forward to that. whose members campaigned for me.

| am here today because the people of While issuing thanks, | want to acknow-
Eden-Monaro spoke very loudly on 2 Marchledge the tremendous support of my wife,
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Kerrie, and my children, Ben and Deborahdeeper and deeper. Political decisions were
Kerrie and her mother, Noelene Aubert, arenade about the timber industry which became
in the gallery today. As a result of the changenore and more puzzling and nonsensical each
in speeches last night my children are ndime—political decisions that have now
here today to hear my speech, but | guess likesulted in good, hardworking Australians
most teenagers these days they will see it dieing out of work and walking around town
video. Kerrie was much more than a supporscratching their heads.

tive partner throughout the past year; she wastney are scratching their heads because
a key player in my whole election strategy. they want to work. They see tonnes and

| said that Eden-Monaro was a Federatiotonnes of wood lying on the ground, but they
electorate. Although there have been sonse not allowed to pick the wood up. They
boundary changes over the years, it continuegant to work at the woodchipping mill, but
to cover generally the same core areas. Martlge mill is not allowed to take this discarded
of the previous members for Eden-Monaro itimber. The mill has overseas customers who
their maiden speeches talked about the divant to buy those extra woodchips, but the
versity of the electorate, and that is just amill is not allowed to sell it—and all of this
true if not more so today. With the electoratavithout one single extra tree being saved.
spanning from the coast in the east to th@/ith a huge foreign debt, how silly were we?

mountains in the west and from Queanbeyan The people of Eden-Monaro, and Eden in
and Batemans Bay in the north to the Victoriy 5 icular. realised how silly it was. The

an border in the south, one can quicklyys|iing hooth in Eden on 2 March showed a
understand just how diverse it is. You namg7 g per cent swing to me. | could relate
it, we have it in Eden-Monaro—primary gimjjar stories from other towns such as Bega,
industries, resources, tourism, power genergimpala and Delegate. Many other parts of
tion, public administration and small businesgis diverse electorate were much the same
Just to name a f?W; they are all hgre. although timber was not necessarily involved.

Eden-Monaro is a rural and regional elec- e overriding issues were youth unem-
torate and is one of the many areas of Augsioyment and the state of small business.
tralia that have suffered badly over the pasya|| husiness is the lifeblood of rural and
decade. It was one of the many areas Qkgional Australia. It is those family busines-
Australia that was forgotten, always missinges on the farm and the enterprise of people
out as more and more was centralised. It i the towns that have kept our district going,
one of the many areas of Australia thap it has been very tough. Besides the crip-
became expendable as noisy m'F‘Of'ty_ngUl@ing drought that our rural industry has
located in the large urban cities dictatednqyred, there has been no incentive for small
policy. business to invest and grow.

But it was one of the many areas of AUS-  Thege are the people who risk everything
tralia on 2 March that said, "Enough iSihey have on a weekly basis, more often than
enough'—and enough was enough. Peopie,” having their staff but not paying them-
can take only so much. Let us take for exaNselyes; often keeping people employed when
ple the town of Eden, which is on the fanney cannot afford to but doing so because

south coast of the electorate. It is & MOShey cannot bear to put them off because they
beautiful town. It has a superb deepwater porq| they are part of the family. But there was

which has been the refuge for so many SyGy, thanks for that—just more red tape, regula-
ney to Hobart racing yachts in distress. It igo, and, more recently, the indignity of

rich in resources of fish and timber and it 'Sunfair dismissal charges when they did have

2Sec(:et)§éﬁllle\ermsutr?gair?gi]ngd?asr:igsg;)pné witri:aalaﬁ? put someone off. Those are the people who
" aid enough is enough. They can revitalise
should be the garden of Eden, but it is not. g g y

our towns; they can employ our youth. These
The town has had the stuffing knocked ousmall businesses were part of the battlers who
of it as one political decision after another cuhad been forgotten. These are the people who
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voted for another battler, John HowardAustralia are in the gallery today. It is an
because they could identify with him and héndustry body for which | was the vice-chair-
with them. man until recently.

I could identify and empathise with the Through my profession | have been fortu-
many battlers in Eden-Monaro and | founchate to have worked in a number of places
that they also identified with me. | guess thathroughout Australia and overseas. Those
is because of my background and what thegreas have included rural and regional New
could see | could bring to Eden-Monaro an&outh Wales, Sydney, Tasmania, Western
the federal parliament. | want to take a fewAustralia, the Northern Territory, the United
moments to say a few words in that regar&ingdom, France, Switzerland, Alaska, Indo-
because | believe that my background and theesia and Malaysia. Working in so many
diversity of things | have done are relevant taifferent locations with such diverse cultures
the make-up of Eden-Monaro and its diversiwas very rewarding both professionally and
ty. personally. Tolerance and understanding are

| have talked about the battlers of EdentWO words that come to mind when | think

Monaro and their support of John Howard. Pack on some of those experiences, such as
put myself in the same category. | was bor@'9anising a residency permit in rural France
and bred in the electorate of the honourabl@ Negotiating access to parts of Arnhem

member for Kingsford-Smith (Mr Brereton), ~@nd.
within a hardworking Australian family. My  All of my career has been in the private
father worked at the fruit markets in Sydneysector, the past 13 years in my own business.
Unfortunately, my mother and father, Majorielt is a business that my partner, Earl James,
and Roy Nairn, are not here today but thepnd | developed from just two of us up to in
were here on Tuesday for the swearing irexcess of 20 staff now—a statistic | am very
Life was a bit of a battle, but we struggledproud of. | recently commented to a group of
through, and if there was anything that graduates from a new enterprise incentive
learnt in those early days it was that you dgcheme course that one of the most rewarding
not get something unless you work for it. aspects of having your own business is em-
Paying for me to go to university wasPloying people. Providing a job to someone
always going to be difficult, but fortunately 91VES you a great buzz and far greater recog-

hard work resulted in a CommonwealtHition should be given to those that do.

scholarship that paid the fees. Before starting | come to this job with the sort of experi-
university | got a temporary job to earn somences that help me understand the people of
living expenses as a storeman and packer Eden-Monaro that | now represent. Those
the wool stores. To get that job | had to joirexperiences have positioned me to be able to
the union—no ticket, no start. Unfortunatelyrespond to the challenges that lie ahead in
such discrimination practices are still noEden-Monaro; to assist in the growth and
totally outlawed, and | note that the Newdevelopment of the area that has so much to
South Wales government is attempting toffer as part of Australia’s renewed life under
cement them. Fortunately, the new federal coalition government. That growth and
government will not condone such discriminadevelopment will occur, let me assure you,
tion, as highlighted in the Governor-General'®ecause no matter how tough it has been—
speech on Tuesday. and there are some tough decisions still to
My chosen profession was surveying and §omeé—that enterprising spirit will not be
studied it at the University of New SouthSuPdued. Itwill eventually break out once we
Wales. It is a very honourable profession thdt@ve fixed the economic climate, allowing
has high ethical standards that have maigonfidence to return.
tained the respect of the community at large In addition to my experiences already
ever since colonisation. | am delighted thamentioned, | want to acknowledge the politi-
Alan Mail, Barbara Button and Jeff Sandersooal experience | gained during the time | was
from the Association of Consulting Surveyorsn the Northern Territory. | was privileged to
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have served as President of the Northermderimbula popular choices. But that brings

Territory Country Liberal Party for four with it special problems and needs. Cooma,
years—a role which taught me a lot aboubn the Monaro, is the administrative centre

grassroots politics and people. | was fortunater the great Snowy Mountains hydro-electric

to work with Marshall Perron, a very successscheme, with challenges but also exciting

ful leader, who instilled in me the need toprospects as the Snowy heads towards cor-
stay part of the people if you want to remairporatisation. | refer to challenges such as the
successful in politics. The Country Liberalenvironmental needs of our legendary Snowy
Party knew that well and that ethos has beesmd Murrumbidgee rivers, and exciting pros-

invaluable to me in Eden-Monaro. | am alsgects within the power generation industry.

pleased to have Nick Dondas, the Country Queanbe ;
. - yan, the largest centre in Eden-
Liberal Party member for the Northern Terri Monaro, is a progressive city. It is no longer

tory, sitting with us here in government. | als he struggle town or the poor sister of Can-

acknowledge the Country Liberal Part )
senator for the Northemn Territory, Grani:e”a' More and more Canberrans are choos

' . ? ng to live in Queanbeyan. Industry is choos-
Tambling, and his staff who assisted m P
greatly i% those early days in moving fro ng to locate there. It has a great ethnic mix,

being involved in the organisational wing OfGIrthkS ::gonrglrﬁi?ﬁti e“ga(;i?,s&ﬂa;g a”;'ﬁﬂugg%f
politics to the parliamentary level. ’

others from eastern and western Europe and,
Let me go back to my role as member foincreasingly, from parts of Asia.
Eden-Monaro. Eden-Monaro has been well

served by its federal members during its 95- ; :
year history. As | said earlier, | am only thecreasmgly will move away from the often

. : pressed comment that its economic health
hinth person to represent it. It has had gre$g<lies solely upon the Canberra public service.
stability, and | intend to maintain that recordWe have to get out of that mentality. Private

Former members from both sides of politicse . - ;
> : nterprise will provide all the growth and
have been held in high regard in the Comm“%mployment prospects necessary, provided the

nities because they worked hard for the,. e : :
. . . limate is right. Get that right and investment
people in the electorate. On election night ill follow. Ggovernment’s 9ole is to adminis-

was pleased to receive a phone call from th[ : :
; r, not to try to do the job of private enter-
last Liberal member for Eden-Monaro, rise. With the right competition, private

Murray Sainsbury, who wished me well an ; ; oy
inquired about his former constituents as h Qéetz_r%rflfseect\i/vvlg always be more efficient and

now lives on the north coast of New South
Wales in the electorate of Mr Deputy Speaker My constituents in Eden-Monaro, several of
Nehl. | acknowledge the work of the Laborwhom are in the gallery today, like most
member | have displaced, Jim Snow, who waBustralians, have great faith in the Howard
well regarded by the electorate. | am pleasetbalition government. They have put behind
to say that | had a smooth transition withthem a decade of darkness, a decade that has
some ongoing constituent files and othemade them second-class citizens, a decade of
information passed across to me. ‘them and us’. My constituents are eager to
get on with the job. They are eager to do their
art in helping to put Australia back where it
elongs. They are eager to contribute to the
rowth of Australia’s wealth. They know this
S paramount in solving the many problems
ey have been left with. They know they
annot have the best protection for the less
ortunate, for the sick and the elderly, unless
Swe have a prosperous country. A country
Retirement is big business, with Batemansannot provide those services if it is borrow-
Bay, Moruya, Narooma, Bermagui andng more and more.

Queanbeyan has its own identity and in-

Eden-Monaro is a microcosm of Australia
It contains some of Australia’s most beautifu
country. Tourism on the coast and in th
mountains is an expanding industry. Its pris
mary industries of wool, beef and dairy hav
been major core income earners for Australi
throughout its history. Its resource industrie
of timber and fish add to those export dollar
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The people of Eden-Monaro look forwardthis side at least recognise that the values of
to new times. They look forward to being parcommunity and solidarity are something to be
of the team called Australia. | look forward tonurtured and cherished. Unfortunately, there
being part of a group on this side of theare many opposite who do not share this
chamber that is going to guide that team. View. They subscribe to Margaret Thatcher's
want to do my bit for the team. notorious opinion that there is no such thing

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Nehl) — as society, no such thing as community—that
Jagajaga, | remind the House that this is th@" at best, isolated families. Hence their faith
honourable member’s first speech and | agk €conomic rationalism, which purportedly

the House to extend to her the usual courtétaximises the autonomy and liberty of the
sies. individual.

Ms MACKLIN (Jagajaga) (10.03 a.m.)— But does it? The economic rationalist
Mr Deputy Speaker, congratulations to you opolicies are now being blamed for the disinte-
your election. The people of Jagajaga hawgration of Britain's social fabric. As support
placed a great trust in me and | am detesystems have been removed and opportunities
mined to honour that trust. They have set meave been closed off, people have become
an enormous challenge and | am determindess secure, less able to provide for them-
to meet that challenge. They have given mgelves and less certain of their future. They
a glimpse of their hopes and aspirations angave been increasingly denied the freedom to
| am determined to see those hopes ardake meaningful choices about their own
aspirations fulfilled. lives.

That is not to say that the people of The renewed interest in active citizenship
Jagajaga want me to take charge of thejg a direct response to economic rationalism.
affairs. On the contrary, they certainly expect reflects people’s commonsense recognition
me to work hard for them, but they alsothat, whatever the Liberal Party dries might
expect me to work hard with them. Likesay, we are united by a shared social exist-
people everywhere, they want more contraince and a shared civic ethic. It reflects the
over their own lives, not less. They wantcommunity’s belief that legitimate social
governments to spend more time empoweringeeds should be met by appropriate social
individuals and communities to take controkervices. It also reflects an understanding that
of their own destiny. That will only happensome of the most pressing and momentous
if we do two things. First, we need to develomproblems facing us today—most importantly,
a much more active notion of citizenshipthe degradation of our environment—can only
Second, we need to address the underlying: dealt with collectively.

issues that affect the level and quality of each . . " . .
By embracing active citizenship, we commit

person's participation |r? .comml_Jmty lie. ourselves to three things: first, that all mem-

When | talk about citizenship, | am notpers of the community are of equal intrinsic
talking in narrow legal terms. Being a citizenyorth and that all should enjoy the same
means much more than having a vote Qpnortunities to recognise their full potential;
holding a passport. It means being able tgecong, that all members of the community
share in the life of the community. It means,aye the right to organise to pursue their
enjoying a certain level of security. It meang|iective interests and to participate in the
belonging. If we accept this broader definitionyjrection of public policy: and, third, that
of citizenship, we will be well on our way 10 pegple have a right to those things without
building a stronger democracy and a faireiyhich active citizenship is impossible, espe-
more secure and more cohesive society. cjally work, education and health services.

Generally speaking, Australians enjoy &hese are the underlying issues affecting the
strong sense of community and a high degrdevel and quality of each person’s participa-
of social solidarity. While we often tend totion in community life. Let us look at these
take these things for granted, those of us dn greater detail.
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The right to work is fundamental in awhich is both socially and economically
civilised society. Unemployment marginalisesustainable.

and excludes people from full participation in Many cities in the world have neglected
the community. It follows that employmenty,is ~as a result they now have elite neigh-
and income security are essential for actiViorhoods, physically separated—sometimes
citizenship. literally walled off—from the poorer parts of

While Labor was successful in creatingoWn. Some parts of the cities prosper while
jobs, there is still much to be done. Labor$thers decay. This is hardly my idea of
Working Nation offered an integrated solutiorefficiency, and it should not surprise anyone
to unemployment. It combined support for thdo _Iearn that cities in which thes_e extremes
long-term unemployed; considerable increas&XISt function poorly; many are failing entire-
in funding for training and retraining; practi-Iy. The message is that growth is more likely
cal support, not rhetoric, for employers; and0 occur in places which are cohesive and
development initiatives designed to improv&quitable, places which are pleasant and
the economic regeneration of depressedftractive—not just for the elite, but for
regions. This is precisely the mix we need ifVeryone.
we are to break the back of unemployment, |t has to be said that we are still some way
and it would be totally irresponsible to changérom this ideal in Australia. However, it is our
direction now. good fortune that it is not beyond our reach.
abor’'s better cities program has shown us

The government has already commltteﬂh]at we can rejuvenate disadvantaged areas by

itself to a fiscal policy deliberately designe : ; :
to stifle economic activity and reduce employ9€tting the community, the private sector and

s : all spheres of government involved. Now we
ment opportunities. To also dismantle Work earn that the government intends to strike

:;cganlﬁtcl)%g would be to rob the unemployedanother blow at the unemployed by abolishing

: this far-sighted program, despite the support

It is particularly important that we maintainit has attracted from state governments of all
the momentum of urban and regional develogersuasions.

ment. Some parts of Australia, it is true, have Haying a job is essential, but it has to be

felt the effects of economic restructuringgne that has decent working conditions.
much more than others. The decline of paraystralia has pioneered the notion that wage
ticular industries has created local concentrayels should be set according to people’s
tions of hardship and unemployment in placegeeds and not just according to what the
like the northern suburbs of Melbourne angharket can bear. Nearly a century later,
particularly in parts of Jagajaga. The 195Qorking people are once again fighting for a
olympic village and the surrounding industrialjying wage. Often, the only hope for the most
estate are very representative of this problen)yinerable and lowest paid members of the

It is not good enough to tell people in thesd&/0rk force lies in the award system and the
areas that market conditions have changed./ftdustrial Relations Commission. That is why
is not good enough to tell them that it wouldt is so essential that these institutions should
be economically rational to pack their bagémt be gutted or abolished. This is particularly
and move on. For a start, there are too marij'Portant for women.
people involved—hundreds of thousands, in True, Australia does have a very proud
fact. Like most people, they are attached toecord on women'’s rights, especially in the
their homes and to their neighbourhoodsndustrial arena. Women's earnings relative to
More importantly, these neighbourhoods armen’s are higher here than in the USA,
generally rich in assets and advantages th&ritain and Japan, and only slightly lower
with a little planning and investment, can behan in the Scandinavian countries which are
translated into economic opportunities. Thethe world leaders. The Australian industrial
should be renewed, not abandoned. Welations system has delivered women many
should be encouraging a pattern of growtbther benefits as well, including maternity and
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family leave. It has delivered them from theconcerned about the burden that the private
worst kinds of discrimination and disadvanhealth system imposes on the community.
tage. That is why women have argued so

strongly for the retention of the award safety T the federal government cares as much
net. | will be a very fierce defender of about Medicare as it says it does—and as the

women'’s rights and the need for women t®verwhelming majority of Australians and the

; ; : ve their waged€opPle in Jagajaga do—it must tighten, not
gcr)ll(ljegg\ézlﬁliot)r]rgan|se to impro 9 weaken, the Commonwealth-state Medicare

. . " . agreements to ensure that the Kennett govern-
Itis very hard to be an active citizen if yOUmnent, and others similarly inclined, cannot
are unemployed or disenfranchised, and it {yhjte-ant the public hospital system. It is
equally hard if you do not have access t0 garticularly important that federal funds
full range of educational opportunities. Ingjocated for public hospitals are actually
fact, educational disadvantage, unemploymeggent on public hospitals. Giving more re-
and political alienation often go hand in handgonsipility for hospitals to the states will
We have seen enormous improvements '('Jﬂly weaken Medicare by undermining its
education over the last 10 years, with thgagic premise, and let us not forget that this
proportion of students finishing year 12ig the hasic premise of Medicare: that every
growing to 80 per cent and a huge growth iy sirajian should be able to get into a public
university enrolments and technical t"a'”'”ghospital bed whenever they need it and that
However, many people now fear thait should be free.

underfunding will lead to a reduction in the .
quality of our public schools. This is an issue_ | N€ same goes for aged care and child care.

of major concern not just to individual Giving up their share of responsibility for the
schools and school communities but to thg&ré of the elderly and children—as the
nation as a whole. Let us be clear about thi§0alition seems intent on doing—and handing
education is not just a state matter; educatidtfck responsibility to the states is a recipe for
is a matter of the greatest national importanciéWer standards and fewer services. It will

If we are serious about giving people equalityéave families to carry the job alone. It is the

of opportunity, it is imperative that we devel-antithesis of responsible government to give
op and maintain a quality public schoolUP caring for the most vulnerable in our
system based on consistent national standar§gmmunity.

It is equally imperative that we give more Employment growth, integrated urban and
attention to the education and training needegional development, quality education,
of adults. People need the chance to acquitmiversal health care—these are just some of
new knowledge and new skills throughouthe preconditions for active citizenship.
their lives. We can give them that chance bfovernments have an important role to play
turning our schools into learning centres fom ensuring that these preconditions are met.
the whole community. They have an important role to play in creat-

Active citizenship requires a certain degre#d @ stronger democracy and a fairer society.
of security, including security from the anxie-MY role will be to focus attention on these
ty associated with illness. That is Whywtal issues at every opportunity. It will be to

Medicare is so important. That is why it mus€nSure, as far as | can, that the path of active

Those of us from Victoria have seen what And let us remember that half of us are
the coalition’s attitude to the public provisionwomen. For true democracy, half of this place
of health care really is. The idea that caringhould be made up of women. We have a
for the ill, the infirm and the disabled is avery long way to go. The Australian Labor
community responsibility is totally foreign to Party will deliver its part. This great party and
the Kennett government. Their only interesthe many party workers who contributed to
is in health costs—or more particularly publiomy election want to see more women in
health costs; they do not seem nearly sparliament. My thanks to all of them—not
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least to Steve Herbert, my campaign directot,avarch, who, wherever | went during the
who is a tireless worker for Labor. campaign, was a respected person. After the

Even more profound—as all of us have sai§@mpPaign we effected a very, very amicable

and will say—is my obligation to my parents,ransition.

my partner Ross, and to my children, who It has been a long road from the schoolyard
will suffer the greatest burden of all. Theset Junction Park where, as a 12-year-old, |
are the people to whom | already owe thélreamed of one day being a member of the
most and to whom | will certainly owe muchHouse of Representatives, to rising in this
more before my time here is over. very place to deliver my maiden speech as the
ember for Dickson. That year | scored a

iden century and took 15 wickets in the

me match. It was a time when Australia was
st coming out of the 1961 credit squeeze
nd when | remember Jim Killen was my

ember, having just held on to save the

Then there is my predecessor, the fir
member for Jagajaga, Peter Staples, who h
the great respect of our community and wh
worked long and hard over the last 13 yea
to get a better deal for older people through:-

out Australia. He has given me the be : :

; . . . enzies government. It was the time of the
apprentlceshlp, which I know will stand meBeatles I? was also the time of the Vietnam
in great stead. War '

Brian Howe, as many on this side will |+ \\a5 thys for some, in Dickens'’s famous

gave me the opportunity over the last five jier knocked back the offer of a carpentry
years to head two national policy reviews—oRo 4 | et me take a fast forward. What hope

Australia’s health system and on Aystralia’ as a 15-year-old these days of exercising
urban and regional development. It is a gredl,ch an option?

Fnr;g”ti?gf)lggg to be able to bring those ideas Working in the Evans Deakin shipyard was
) a great apprenticeship for politics. There |

| owe it to all those people and to thejearned about the futility of the management
Australian Labor Party to fight as hard as bnd union struggle; about demarcation dis-
can for the values we share—values based Qjtes; about intimidatory shop stewards and,
a fundamental belief that there is such a thingyore often than not, frustration by ordinary
imposes certain responsibilities on us. We cagpnstantly called to stop-work meetings.

neglect those responsibilities and suffer thgyilitancy was rife; productivity negative. The
consequences; or we can fulfil them and makgiace was a shambles.

our communities more cohesive, our economy Once, | got sick of waiting for a boilermak-

more efficient, and our nation stronger. er to do a simple welding job. | had been
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Nehl) — trained to weld. The tradesman and | had sat
Before | call the honourable member folon our backsides for a day and a half. So |
Dickson, | remind the House that this is theyicked up a welder and did the job. That pro-
honourable member’s first speech. | ask thgoked a stop-work meeting. | was giving a th-
House to extend to him the usual courtesiegeatening talking to and a strike was narrowly
Mr TONY SMITH (Dickson) (10.20 averted. Sadly, the shipyard went broke.
a.m.)—Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker, and Thankfully, demarcation disputes are now
congratulations on your election. Before kare. Restrictive work practices have been
commence, | should say at the outset thatdiminishing. Productivity is now the word.
wish to pay tribute to my predecessor, MBut, as Weipa and recent reactionary utter-
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ances from well-paid union bureaucratserm but a dole cheque. Tragically, for others,
demonstrate, there are those who want ia the long term it is more of the same.
redraw battle lines and some workers are still .

| have no doubt that the seeds of this

[ hem. ; .
being conned by them . .. _depressing landscape were sown during the

Do not get me wrong. | believe it is ayynijtlam era, when wages rose in one year by
fundamental right to be part of a union; it is35 per cent and prices by 18 per cent. It was
equally a fundamental right not to be part o[nfortunate that the cracks were only patched
a union. In today’s society, confrontation ha uring the Fraser government, when the
no place. Unions have been promoting, ar%)undations needed to be—indeed, were
must continue to promote for their membersyandated to be—reset. | saw the cracks
better and cheaper holidays that only thg;jen under Labor. The gap between rich and
benefits of combined organisation can bringysor was accentuated to an alarming degree.
Helping the families of members who haverpere was the rise of the yuppie set and
suddenly fallen on hard times through '””esgisturbing images of an arrogant generation

or job loss, sponsoring recreation clubs angyiving expensive foreign cars and living
assisting fellow unionists who are really be'”gaeyond its means.

oppressed in Third World conditions overseas o
is the future mission for trade unionism. Attacks were made on every revered institu-

My late father was a great unionist—hdion in society—from the family through to

was a fine cricketer too; much better than ih€ church and the judiciary. The cult of the

am. My grandfather—on my mother’s side—State became entrenched—the notion that that

was also a strong trade unionist. He was ¢ute political expediency of the state throwing
first-class cabinet-maker and joiner. He werff’0n€y at the problem solved the problem—
to school with, and remained a personal frienfyhen the real problem remained. Witness the
of, Ned Hanlon, a former Labor Premier ofSPe€nding on Aboriginal health and housing,
Queensland. He—and my mother will wish Where little or no attempts were made to
had not said this—marched through the streg@entify causal links and produce outcomes.

about in those days. with the Wakka Wakka Legal Service at
My father was a member of the PostaMurgon. It was satisfying because of the
Workers Union for 25 years. When | workeddedication and commitment of the Aboriginal
as a postman for 18 months, | did not want tpeople to the service and to the Cherbourg
join. Dad secretly joined me up. Paradoxicaleommunity—not to mention the efforts of
ly, he never voted Labor. | once asked hinsolicitor Cliff Hartley-Holl. It was despairing
why, and | have not forgotten his answer—because there were so many young Aborigi-
Labor was the philosophy of: don’t do as Inals with so much potential and with nothing
do; do as | say. Some things and some peogie do. If you add the ready availability of
have not changed, but others have. cheap and nasty alcohol, it is not surprising
But | digress. | got my trade. | went to seghat the legal service and the court are over-
as a marine engineer. | studied. | achieved %/erened with work. There is also the tragedy
matriculation by correspondence while workf youth suicide, and health problems abound.

ing on a farm. | went to university, wWas f | am here for only three years, | am
admitted as a barrister in 1982 and practisegbtermined to back measures to address the
continuously until my election to parliament.cases of these problems—to encourage
But along the way something has happenegbung Aboriginal people to believe in them-
to the Australia | grew up in. It has seemedelves; that they can do it. We need to help
to lose its tag as the country of opportunityprovide a mechanism for them to do it. When
Young people leaving school cannot pick anthese young people can see their mates in
choose—they cannot even get a job. Mogjood jobs, achieving at a secondary and
have nothing to look forward to in the shorttertiary level, then the community, not only
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the Aboriginal community but also the Aus-seem to be a significant part of our national
tralian community as a whole, will benefit. character. | ask myself: why has this hap-

Despite some ill-informed and unhelpfulPéned?

comments about the advantages Aboriginal Amongst other things, could it be connected
people have, | challenge anyone to come ot the somewhat insidious rise and rise of the
to Cherbourg with me to look at the gravestate that has been a feature of the previous
and the ages of those we have lost and @b years of Australian political development?
look at the opportunities available there antt has come to be accepted that the state has
then dare to say to me, ‘I would have don¢o be an integral part of the development of
better if | had been born here!” Surely everyevery modern society. The role it plays,
one in this chamber wants outcomes, wantsowever, very much depends on one’s own
results. Let that be our cry, our unifyingpolitical perspective.

theme and our collective determination. | see the state as a facilitator, not as the

Under the Keating government it was agreat preying mantis that | think it has be-
times unedifying to witness the parliamentcome or, more particularly, that it has been
particularly at question time. It is salutary toexpected to become because a culture has
remember what the Australian people think obeen created that there is a bottomless pit of
arrogance, and on 2 March a vast majoritynoney in the government coffers. Nobody
spoke and despatched Paul Keating to politseems to ask any more: where is the money
cal oblivion. It is with particular pride that | coming from? We have become conditioned
can say that the supremacy of parliament artd put our hand out and it will materialise. As
its restoration as the pre-eminent democrat®enator Newman said recently: where is that
institution in Australia is right at the top of old pioneering spirit that made this country?

the agenda of my party. As part of the tne most disturbing expansion of the state
government of this country, albeit as a veryq iy the social area. It comes in the guise of
junior backbencher, it is my duty to ensure,gjiiical correctness and is all about thought
that there is no slackening in this resolve. Thgnirol and social engineering. Much of it has
buck stops with us. We are the standarfeen griven by stealth, frequently under the
bearers for the future of this nation. If Wecharade of United Nations treaties in conjunc-
drop that standard, then the nation will reply;q with the external affairs power. To take
in kind. an example coming across my desk almost
It is the future of this country and itsevery day, nobody quibbles with the duty of
apparent loss of identity that concern me. Sparents to maintain their children, but | object
much of the notion of being Australian seemso the state telling a non-custodial parent that
to have been diluted by the Americanisatiochildren are entitled to share in any increased
of our culture. This cannot just be because aftandard of living of that parent, whatever that
the American TV situation comedies. Thereneans, by forcing that parent to pay exorbi-
is the non-Australian paraphernalia that isant amounts of money to the custodial parent,
being touted and worn by our youth. | havevho is not required to account to the payer as
nothing against Americans, let me hasten tm how the money is spent. More often than
add. Indeed, | admire their great sense afot the children do not get this share at all.
national pride. But | am proud to be Austral-Rather, it is a gift for the custodial parent.

ian. Can you imagine American teenagers | am not exaggerating when | say that it is

wearing  cricket caps and rugby leagugreaiing desperation for non-custodial parents,
jerseys? particularly fathers, who are being crushed by
| believe in our unique character—thet. They lose their children and they lose
notions of mateship, friendliness and the spiritontrol over their own lives and destiny. My
of Anzac and the green and gold nationatonstituents are crying out for help, and | hear
colours. The flag and signs and symbols thahem. How on earth can it be fair and equi-
make me proud of my country do not seem ttable that a non-custodial parent can be forced
be infused in our young people and do nab part with money that is not earmarked for
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maintenance? A hardworking, honest, norabout how Australia would react before
custodial parent can have his or her livelihooeémbarking on a frolic of its own.

torn erT him or h‘;r r?ylan unscrqpulouls Quite obviously, Australia needs a signifi-
C?SLOd'a parent, W]!t ht e latter recefwmg %hant defence capability as part of this strategy.
0 ft € resources Oht e state to enforce th '®s | have said, Australia must reopen its eyes,
infamy. To permit the state to roam Into th§q,y at the changing landscape in its region
delicate social areas of humankind will; 4 qevise such policies as will give it a
ultimately sow the seeds of the downfall Oﬁaading prominence. It cannot be forgotten
that state. An effective society will not toler-p, ¢ Papua New Guinea, our ally and nearest
ate state terrorism of this kind. neighbour, would look to us should any in-

Political correctness has had its run, angtability or encroachment on its territory occur
society has been the poorer for it. Free speed§ @ result of the activity of a foreign power.
must not be stifled. Free thought must be The strategy of raising Australia’s profile
given full rein. Such an attitude will build a and status as a nation to be internationally
greater, stronger nation of people. The staiespected in the region will ultimately, |
can regulate but it cannot change peoplelselieve, instil a sense of pride, a unity of
hearts. A strong nation is made up of peoplpurpose and a respect for our institutions
whose hearts and minds can be expressafhongst the Australian people. As part of this
fully and whose lives have not been stifled bytrategy, taking into account the high levels
thought police. of youth unemployment in the community, it
is time to consider a compulsory service and
raining scheme to give young people a

Australia has a role to play. Indeed, it shoul hance to develop skills and at the same time

not only be the leader in the South Pacifi erve the country.

region but be seen to be the leader. It must beSuch a scheme could include work with the

generous to those poorer countries of th&tate Emergency Services, bushfire services,
region but wise and just about it, not fond andhational parks services and the defence
foolish. It should work with aid agencies sucrservices. In my opinion, such a training

as World Vision to produce results rather thagcheme—let us give it a name, say ‘Aust-

see aid disappear into the pockets of af@in'—may provide at least some of the

unrepresentative clique or the bureaucrats @hswers that the nation is seeking to the
a particular country. endemic problems surrounding youth unem-

) ployment and the unacceptable level of crime
Australia ought not to assume that as far &smongst young people. To have people in the
the stability in the region is concerned thlng%ng_term unemployed scrap heap indefinitely,
in general are settled forever. The response fkquently providing a fertile environment for
the Hawke and Keating governments to evengti-social activity, amounts to a shirking of
such as the coup in Fiji and French arrogancgr responsibility as legislators and leaders in

made its position clear: such events werepple of Dickson are giving me.

unacceptable. The former government’s
response can be likened to John writing inh
Revelation of the church of Laodecia: ‘Nei-!
ther hot nor cold, but being lukewarm, | will
spew thee out of my mouth.’

Australia can only be as strong as th
society on which it is built. My vision is that

| want to turn to another important issue,
e National Estate, our environment. | do not
subscribe to the unadulterated greed and
growth mentality of unbridled, untrammelled
development. People frequently look at some
Events like the East Timor massacre arebnoxious development or the removal of
matters that cannot be left to lie in the tosome pristine bushland, throw their hands in
hard basket. In my view, such an event mathe air and say: ‘Well, that’s progress.’ But |
not have happened had this country estalm reminded of these simple words of C.S.
lished its presence to such a degree that ahgwis: ‘We all want progress, but progress is
country contemplating mischief would thinkgetting where you want to be.’ | do not think



Thursday, 2 May 1996 REPRESENTATIVES 227

my constituents want a despoliation of thehis dream become a reality. Most of all, |
environment in the name of progress. Therthank my dear Anna for her wonderful love,
are times when an old tree, an historic buildsupport and wise counsel, which were incal-
ing or a unique area must be preserved. Grulable.

;hceon?)tg?cr | Qr?ggc awee %?e r;(i)tw\g%nt o?/efrrr?rfw?an The spiritual element of life is for many an
pe. 9 Ssential ingredient of their existence. Political

has the most significant environment policy:; = ;
: life is a transient one. When | reach the end
this country has ever seen. | fully support |t.Of it, may God remind me of the immortal

The term of this parliament will be a crucialwords of Jim Elliot, a missionary martyred in
one in the history of Australia. The challengeéEcuador in 1955: ‘He is no fool who gives up
lies ahead of us. | am acutely conscious thaiyhat he cannot keep to gain what he cannot
while it is essential that small business antbse.’

the private sector generally be encouraged toMr DEPUTY SPEAKER —Order! Before

go out and get working and that individual all the honourable member for Marib
. yr_
cannot expect the state to address their eve ng, | remind the House that this is the

whim, there is the moral imperative tha onourable member’s first speech and | ask

enjoins us to be prepared to live a bit mor ; A
simply while others may simply live. Anyone .gsHouse to extend to him the usual courte

who has seen the ravages of famine in th
Horn of Africa would think twice about Mr SERCOMBE (Maribyrnong) (10.39

cutting the aid budget. And we must nevea.m.)—Australia, along with the rest of the
forget the less fortunate in our communityjnternational community, is experiencing
who sometimes, through no fault of their ownextraordinary and rapid change. | do not
are left in need of help and assistance. Thaklieve it is an exaggeration to compare the
is what | see as the ethos of Australia ancevolution in the technological base of our
what being Australian is all about—to besociety and economy with the industrial
proud of our nation and of our heritage, proudevolution of two centuries ago. | believe that,
of our culture and always willing to lend ain a number of areas of economic and social
hand to a neighbour who is genuinely in needife, the impact of the changes in our techno-
IIogical base are of greater significance than

My wishes and my hopes along with, ; . -
believe, the wishes and hopes of my constitfat particular revolution which transformed

ents and probably most Australians are th Ige world. | believe some of the implications
Australia vF\)/iII be gbetter, more unified, less™'© only dimly perceived at the present time.
selfish country as a result of the coalition | will use an analogy to illustrate what |
government. As a back bench member of thdelieve to be the impact of technological
government, it is my duty to play a part in thechange. The generations that saw electricity
formulation of policies to achieve those endsntroduced obviously recognised that electrici-
; ) y would have a significant impact in relation
The opportunity to serve one’s country a 9 production processes. Nowadays, | think

a representative of an electorate making u .
partpof Australia is a humbling one. | tﬁanﬁ)("‘(e. can concede that the operation of modern
X ities is simply inconceivable without that

God that this job has been given to me, an hnol Similarl d . q -l
| thank the people of Dickson for their sup-cchnology. Similarly, our domestic and socia

ort. There are manv party people—th&'rangements and our family lives are incon-
Ensung heroes—who d)(; n%t s)éeE regognitioﬁ.e'vable without that technological develop-

| thank them. My wonderful mother, who ment.

gave me my great love of books; my late There are numerous technological develop-
father; my children, Deryk, Luke, Jim, Eliza-ments, such as the convergence of computing,
beth and Perce; my dear sister Rosemary; nepmmunications and media technology, that
sensitive and kind brother James; and mare revolutionising and impacting on our
much loved sister Diane, who was taken fromvorld at the moment. They will continue to
us almost a year ago, have all helped to makkeave an impact on the globalisation of our



228 REPRESENTATIVES Thursday, 2 May 1996

economic affairs and the reshaping of indughe problem with our imports has been the
tries and employment patterns. Miniaturisatioopposite.

technology, fibre optic technology, which Tne former Labor government was making
provide enormous bandwidths and digitisatio,ge strides in addressing these fundamental
including digital compression techniques, wilisges. Since the mid-1980s, exports of high-
transform both our society and our €conoMytechnology products from Australia have

Our manufacturing sector is becomingrown strongly. They were growing at 26 per
smarter. Yesterday—and please forgive m&ent per annum. That is one of the largest
Mr Deputy Speaker—the member for O'Con9drowth rates in the world. In the area of
nor (Mr Tuckey) entertained us with a jokeelaborate_ly transformed manufactures—the
about Toyota Taragos. Perhaps | could asRost rapidly growing area of world trade—
given the advanced technology involved witftustralia has, since 1985, continued to grow
manufacturing motor vehicles these daydnore rapidly in terms of volume and percent-
what the difference is between the membétdes than the rest of the world.
for O'Connor and a Toyota Tarago. The Australia is a very cost competitive place to
answer is that the Toyota Tarago is a lotarry out research and development and this
smarter! fundamentally underpins the ‘knowledge
intensive’ industries to which | referred. It is
. . ~“137 per cent more expensive to carry out
ly to service exports and ‘knowledge insnqsirial research and development activity

tensive’ commodities. Economies that calh Germany and 157 per cent more expensive
meet this shift are well placed in the emerging, 45 it in Japan.

world. Such economies can grow at faster _ .~ " " . .

rates and reduce unemployment without the TNiS situation is not accidental. This situa-
balance of payments constraints that affect o that Australia now finds itself in requires
economy from time to time. Conversely,appmp”ate policy, including incentives for

economies that are uncompetitive in thesgsearch 5|‘_nd de\tl)lelopment, mcentl\;]es tg
areas will face difficulties in sustainingCommercialise public sector research an

economic growth. support for science and innovation in the
budget.

It is sobering to reflect on the fact that the Research by Melbourne’s Centre for Stra-
major differences between so-called rich andgic Economic Studies has demonstrated that
poor societies in today’s world are differenty {,ngamental factor—not the only factor—in
growth trends over the last two centuriesysirglia’s success in elaborately transformed
rather than major differences in standards anufacturing trade since the mid-1980s has

living that existed between those societies Wgeen the industry specific policies pursued by
centuries ago. The lower income societiege former Labor government.

today are those which, because of EuropeanF le. in the oh ical ind
empires and other factors, failed to gain ~O' €xampie, in thé pharmaceutical inaus-

access to the great industrial revolution.  try—an industry which in many parts of the
world is closing down—because of the oper-

The implications for Australia of this at theation of the factor F program by the former
present time in terms of our development, andabor government, according to the Industry
given my contention about the significance oCommission the following has been achieved
the changes in the technical base, are fairfpr the Australian economy: $4.5 billion in
clear. For Australia, the crucial structurakextra exports; $709 million in additional R&D
issue is the creation of new and/or expandingxpenditure; and $800 million in additional
industries, integrated into the rapidly growingnvestment. | stress that that is in an industry
sectors of the world economy to provide ouwhich is at the leading edge of technology but
growth and prosperity. Our problem has beewhich in many parts of the world is closing
that our exports have tended to be dominatetbwn. Similar observations can be made in
over time by products with slow growth inanother leading edge area such as information
terms of international demand and prices angtchnology through the former Labor

World trade patterns are shifting dramatical
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government’s partnerships for developmertb export mainly services as part of our
program. development responsibilities to other parts of

The signs, however, from the new governthe world. Ausindustry programs benefiting
ment already in its short time are all somesmall, innovative companies have been clearly
what alarming. The new government does néparked for the chop.
appear to understand the vital importance of Because of those factors we have already
some of the areas to which | have referred faeen so much negative comment in the press
this country’s very future as a prosperousabout this government'’s industry policy.

growing economy. Reports in the press, The Australian Chamber of Manufactures—
particularly the financial press, have _certal_nlgcarcdy a Labor Party front organisation—has
convinced me of this government's intentiorheen quoted as talking about ‘slash and burn’
to slash the factor F program in the pharmae,ts, Mr Handberg of that organisation has
ceutical industry to which | have alreadyeypressed alarm that some of the most cost

referred and which is an important exampl@fective business assistance programs are to
of what can be achieved by cooperative effofye gxed.

between government and |.ndL.Jstry. i The managing director of a Melbourne
There have been convincing, consisterfased transformer maker, Atco Controls, was

slash the export market development gran i
program. In the 1994-95 financial year soméﬁdUStry has become world competitive but they—

3,500 claims were processed under thighey' meaning the government—

particular scheme. Companies employingaven't noticed.

600,000 Australians were the beneficiaries afvhat an extraordinary attack by the managing
this scheme and those companies generatgigector of a successful Melbourne company.
$5.1 billion in exports. Others have already been quoted as describing

Minister Moore has been quoted as sayintis government’s approach to industry policy
that small business is not taking up thi@s ‘ham-fisted’, ‘illogical’ and ‘stupid’. Even
program, and there is an article to that effedylinister Moore has been quoted as describing
in the Australian of 29 April. Clearly, he is it as ‘dreadful policy’. He is dead right on
not on top of his portfolio and he isthat—it is dreadful policy. In theCanberra
misinformed, because something in excess dimesof 29 April a Mr Holt of the National
70 per cent of the firms taking up the exporfupplies Office was quoted as saying:
market development grant are companies thatwe're trying to grow our export performance.

employ fewer than 25 staff. But we won't get that broad economic growth

. L nless we help the smaller, innovative firms.
There has been consistent speculation in the P afe ovative firms

press about the governments intentions tbSay amen to that. Exactly!

chop about $200 million off the research and It is instructive to look at just one other
development tax concession. Once agaigmall group of economic statistics to point out
Minister Moore has been saying how a lot ofust how fundamental the pursuit of growth
this activity generated as a result of thospolicies is to the success and prosperity of
arrangements is ‘mere product developmenthis country. In 1970, in purchasing power
What an extraordinary observation for garity terms, the east Asian economies were
minister for industry to make! It is ‘merely’ only 45 per cent of the United States GDP. In
the elaborately transformed manufactures tha995, those east Asian economies were 20 per
are transforming the manufacturing base afent above the US GDP and by 2005 it is
this country under the sorts of policies thaestimated that they will be double the size of
this government has inherited. the US economy.

Similarly, $124 million has been earmarked So a government that does not understand
for cuts from the development import financeghe importance of its own role in actively
facility. That program has been remarkablypromoting Australian participation in the
successful in enabling Australian companiegrowth areas of world trade is doomed to
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failure, which will have terrible consequences | want to acknowledge that a considerable
for Australia, given the sorts of historicalamount of my experience was obtained by
dimensions | have tried to paint. serving a political apprenticeship with my

The government is failing not only in thefriend and colleague who is in the chamber,
industry policy area. It is also clearly failing & member for Melbourne Ports (Mr Hold-

in its understanding of social faimess—and9)- Clyde was kind enough—some might
not just in things like the foreshadowedSuggest foolhardy enough—to have employed
changes to industrial relations but in import€ for a considerable period in the 1980s,
ant areas such as those related to industry. Fpd | am very grateful for that. | want to put
example, the government has decided to clo88Y appreciation to Clyde on the record.
down the former government’s program for | come to the parliament from the electorate
outworkers in the clothing industry. Theof Maribyrnong. Maribyrnong is an electorate
government has decided to change Australiaiery much at the heartland of Melbourne’s
position in international forums to try to getnorth-western suburbs. It is a very diverse
some decent international regulation in theselectorate which covers a cross-section of
areas of exploitation. metropolitan Melbourne—from the older,
On 17 April the MelbourneHerald Sun established suburbs such as Moonee Ponds

contained articles about women clothin@"d Essendon through to newer housing

P ; o estates in St Albans and North Sunshine.
\évear(;((je rzr?g |n3e;l?£?;n ohnellyr/arslggg(’j o-{-fﬁéntgbﬁcc_orqing to the Australian Bureau of Statist-
government was addressing the social unfailcS; It iS the most ethnically diverse electorate
ness inherent in so many aspects of thdp Victoria, and it is a particular honour to
industry, yet this government has alread{ePresent that diversity. _
terminated that action. | want to also put on the record my appreci-
; ation and the appreciation of the electorate for
Mr Deputy Speaker Nehl, | take this OPPOhe outstanding service provided to Maribyr-
tunity to congratulate you on your election to ona by mv predecessor. Alan Griffiths. Alan
the position of Deputy Speaker. Prior to m)P g by my p ’ |

: : : epresented the electorate in this place with
election to this parliament, | served two terméistinction for 13 years. | am sure we all wish

in the Victorian state parliament, so | have . .
served under two Speakers of different politi- im well in future endeavours. )
cal origins. | had the honour of serving under | have talked about many matters today in
Dr Ken Coghill, the Speaker in the Victorian@ macro sense, particularly the future of
parliament in the last term of the Labormanufacturing in this country, and that aspect
government. Dr Coghill was certainly ais especially pertinent to my electorate. There
Speaker who understood and actively pu@re arange of opportunities that | am anxious
sued—at some cost to himself—an approad® pursue and which | will be calling vigo-
which, from time to time, protected therously on this government to pursue.
legislature at the expense of the executive. The former Prime Minister put forward an
Speaker Delzoppo, in more recent timessxtraordinarily attractive and innovative set of
earned the respect of both sides of the Housgropositions about the development of Essen-
| therefore bring some understanding of statéon airport as a high technology, multi-media
political matters with me. centre. | believe that is an opportunity for

| am a strong believer in the view that ourAustralia—not just Victoria or Melbourne—to
‘horse and buggy era’ constitution need®Ut itself at the forefront of one of the most
considerable attention to ensure that ougPidly growing areas of world economic
system of government is equipped for the 21&¢tivity. | will certainly be doing what | can
century rather than the 19th century. | alséP persuade this government to honour and
bring with me some local government experiPursue those commitments.
ence, both as a council officer and as an One proposal which the Victorian state
elected representative. So | have had songevernment, to its credit, supports is the
experience at all levels of government. establishment of an aviation, air and space
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museum at Point Cook in Melbourne’s west. MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

That is something which, in terms of the

proposals being discussed with this federal Reform of the Treaty-making Process
government, | believe would transform oppor-

tunities in that part of Melbourne. So there Mr DOWNER (Mayo—Minister for For-
are a range of areas | am interested in.  eign Affairs) (10.59 a.m.)—by leave—It gives

Defence industry is another area that | wil[ne particular pleasure that my first statement

be paying considerable attention to because this House as Minister for Foreign Affairs

its importance to the west and north of Mel- ould be to inform the parliament of the

; overnment’'s action to reform the treaty-
bourne. The Anzac frigate program has bee?‘ﬁaking process. This reform is long overdue,
an extraordinarily important stimulant for

activty in the part of Melbourne that I repre-Si i (e, Saament are intended to.
sent. | am looking forward to continuing to

A : . “implement the policy commitments announced
Elea}sy a role in promoting those sorts of activiy, e coajition during the election campaign.
| also come here representing Australia’s The changes will provide proper and effec-
oldest and greatest political party, the Austrakive procedures enabling parliament to scruti-
ian Labor Party. It is a party with a proudnise intended treaty action. Importantly, they
history, a party which Australians have turnedvill also overcome what this government
to for leadership, particularly in times ofconsiders to have been a democratic deficit in
national crisis. It is a party which | believethe way treaty-making has been carried out in
can be immensely proud of the last 13 year§e past. The measures will ensure that state
of government it provided to Australia. It wasand territory governments are effectively
a government that positioned Australia, in allnvolved in the treaty-making process through
sorts of areas, for the very rapid, radicalhe establishment of a Treaties Council. They
changes to the environment that we all live inwill also ensure that every Australian individ-
and | referred to that earlier in my speech. Wal and interest group with a concern about

believe that we will be back in power rela-treaty issues has the opportunity to make that
tively quickly. concern known. Consultation will be the key

At a local level. | want to take this o or_word, and the government will not act to
Vel | w IS OPPOT™ 4tify a treaty unless it is able to assure itself

tunity to acknowledge the very considerabltaqat the treaty action proposed is supported by

efforts of people in my local area, the partynational interest considerations.

members and supporters who assisted me in

alrl'IVIr]g at this place. |t IS.aI'WayS invidious to In Considering p0||cy OptionS, the govern-
single out particular individuals, but Carolment has taken careful account of national
Sewart, Robert Mammarella and Paul Bootind international considerations. Among the
are people who worked extraordinarily harqatter, it is vital to note that trade flows,
and whom | ought to take the opportunity teenvironmental concerns, human rights, to
acknowledge in this inaugural speech. name only a few of an increasing array of
Most of all, and in conclusion, | want to Such issues, can only be effectively managed
acknowledge and thank my family for theand handled through international agreement.
support and love they have given me iffhis means that treaties, the fundamental
enabling me to arrive at this particular situainstruments of international law, are an
tion. To my wife, Carmen, who is in the |ncrea5|_ngly Important component of contem-
gallery, my children, Nadine and Rory, andPorary international relations and of Aust-

my future daughter-in-law, Melissa, | thankralia’s own legal development. Accordingly,
you. the treaty-making system must be reformed

and updated so as to reflect this growing
Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. importance and influence on our domestic
Debate (on motion byir Andrew Thom-  system in a way which will provide greater
son) adjourned. accountability to the treaty-making process.
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This, for Australia, means that we must In particular, | note that the Prime Minister
have an efficient domestic methodology fo{Mr Howard) has already written to Premiers
assessing the way proposed treaties meet and Chief Ministers to inform them that the
own national concerns. Parliament should b@ommonwealth will support the creation of a
in a position to examine the consideration3reaties Council as an adjunct to the Council
which are weighed by the government wheof Australian Governments. Further discus-
it determines the need for Australia to takeions will take place with the state and terri-
binding treaty action. tory governments on the composition and

The new arrangements should go a Iony‘?rk'ng rr?ethodhs of.the.”Trtc)—:‘atl_estounml_, but
way toward rectifying the democratic deficit .'f] myd cl)pe that it will begin functioning
identified by so many commentators duringyvIt out delay.

the hearings conducted during 1995 by théHE NEW ARRANGEMENTS

Senate Legal and Constitutional References)| shall now describe the reforms we have
Committee. Very many individuals anddecided to make to the treaty-making process.
organisations put their views forward onT bli f .

treaty-making in 1995. | cannot name them all 2°/Ing Of treaties

here, but | can say that they came from Treaties will be tabled in parliament at least
virtually every part of the Australian social,15 sitting days before the government takes
economic, cultural and political spectrumbinding action. This means that treaties will
They ranged from community organisatiorbe tabled after the treaty has been signed for
representatives to persons like Justice Micha8ustralia, but before action is taken which
Kirby and Sir Ninian Stephen. My colleaguewould bind Australia under international law.
the Attorney-General (Mr Williams) also This latter action, which is often inaccurately
made two submissions to the Senate commitalled ‘signature’, is usually ratification or
tee, and has played an instrumental role in tigccession, but there are occasionally other
development of the actions and proposalsforms or procedures for taking binding action.
am privileged to announce today. The procedure will also be used whenever
other types of binding action are proposed,

Ve cluding termination or denunciation of a
response to the Senate committee’s repqflyay
Trick or Treaty? Commonwealth Power to ' )
Make and Implement Treatiesvhich is ~ The new arrangements will apply to all
scheduled for tabling in the Senate today, willreaties, bilateral as well as multilateral. They
restore confidence in the treaty-makinyl” also apply to all actions which amend a

It is my earnest hope that the government’

process. | do, however, offer an undertakingeaty if the amendment would alter obliga-

to revisit these issues after experience withons with a legally binding impact on Aus-
these reforms. tralia. The Senate committee recognised that

there would be occasions when the govern-

_ Before stating the changes that are to Bgient would need to take treaty action urgent-
introduced, | should note that they als

respond to the belief of state and territor
governments that reforms are needed. TheMr Brereton —Ah!

states and territories put their views forvard Mr DOWNER —The barker on the other

in 1995 in theirPosition Paper on Reform of side of the House might be interested to know
the Treaties Procest® the Council of Aus- that there were Labor members on that Senate
tralian Governments. They proposed a numbeommittee who quite decisively agreed with
of reforms which have been considered bthe coalition. The committee recommended
this government. While discussions are corthat special procedures be instituted to cater
tinuing with the state and territory govern-for this need. It noted, for example, that a 15
ments on the detail of some of the reformsitting-day tabling requirement would often
announced today, | believe that the newranslate into 30 to 100 calendar days. Trea-
arrangements will go a long way to allayingties which require immediate implementation,
their concerns over the treaty-making proceskke the Bougainville Peace Keeping Treaty of
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1994, demonstrate the need for special aly lengthy, resource consuming exercise. |
rangements to meet special circumstancesxpect the consultation process will identify
Therefore, and in accordance with the Senatehich issues merit detailed analysis. Ministers
committee’s recommendation, where tablingvill ultimately determine the appropriate
in advance of binding action is not possiblebalance between the size and utility of the
it will be tabled as soon as possible togethatocument and the resources required to
with an explanation. prepare it.

Mr Brereton interjecting— | expect the first tablings of treaties to see
Mr DOWNER —Have you been smoking the beginnings of the national interest analysis
something this morning? system. The government looks forward to

_ discussing these issues with state and territory
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Jenkins) —  governments in the COAG context.

Order! The minister will be heard in S'Ience'Parliamentary Joint Standing Committee
Mr DOWNER —I am deeply concerned on Treaties

about the member for Kingsford-Smith, Mr 1,5 46yermment will propose the establish-
Deputy Speaker. I'm a caring person. | cargyent of 4 Joint Parliamentary Committee on
about people’s health. Treaties to consider tabled treaties, their
These exceptions will be used sparingly andational interest analyses and any other
only where necessary to safeguard Australiaguestion relating to a treaty or international
national interests, be they commercial, stranstrument that is referred to it by either
tegic or foreign policy interests. house of parliament or a minister. The com-
National interest analyses mittee will provide detailed scrutiny and
i ) i i examination of those treaties that are of
Treaties will be tabled in the parliamentyaticular interest to Australians. | consider
with a national interest analysis. This Willthis to be a landmark step in strengthening
facilitate parliamentary and communityparliament's role in treaty making as the
scrutiny of treaties, and demonstrate thgommittee will be empowered to inquire into
reasons for the government's decision tha{) tapled treaties and bring forward reports

Australia should enter into legally bindingfor consideration by the parliament.
obligations under the treaty. The analysis wil . .
reaties Council

be designed to meet the need identified bot _
by the Senate committee and the states andThe Commonwealth will support the cre-
territories in 1995, namely that no treatyation of a Treaties Council as an adjunct to
should be ratified without an analysis of théhe Council of Australian Governments. The
impact the treaty would have on Australia. council will have an advisory function, but its

: : omposition and operational details will be
ATh'S document will note the reasons wh he subject of further discussions with the
ustralia should become a party to the treat tates and territories

Where relevant, this will include a discussio " )
of the economic, environmental, social and The government believes that, together with
cultural effects of the treaty; the obligationghe commitment to prepare national interest
imposed by the treaty; its direct financial@nalyses for all future treaty actions, the
costs to Australia; how the treaty will beestablishment of a Treaties Council will
implemented domestically; what consultatioferald a new phase in Commonwealth-state
has occurred in relation to the treaty angonsultation on treaty making.

whether the treaty provides for withdrawal ofTreaties information database

denunciation. The establishment of a treaties database was
The size and complexity of national interestecommended by the Senate committee, and
analyses will, of course, be tailored to particumy department, in consultation with the
lar treaties. More complex multilateral treatie\ttorney-General’s Department, is now
will require a more detailed statement but thisvorking on its creation, taking advice from
will not be allowed to become an unnecessarpotential users in the non-governmental
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community as well as from state and territorynew system to be up and running quickly. |
governments. also hope this will be able to be developed

The database will be designed to make fer the benefit of the parliament, for it is
easy for all persons and groups with afnportant that the parliament and the new
interest in treaty information to obtain it freedoint Standing Committee on Treaties are
Of Charge, as recommended by the Senal!@ked to thIS fOI‘m Of |nf0rmat|0n d|Ssem|na'
committee. Present planning envisages thaton-
although the database will be available frontONCLUSION
the Internet, it will remain possible for those
without electronic communication equipmengi
to obtain information in hard copy form from

the agency responsible for the treaty or th |
: ; overnment and the community. Implement-
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. ing them will be a major endeavour, and my

Arrangements will be made to advertise th@epartment has already established a new
availability of the database once it is estabyeaties secretariat with responsibility for
lished. The government recognises that it igyanaging the reforms and coordinating their
one thing to have the information availablgmplementation. The treaties secretariat will
but quite another to make that very availabilizisg pe responsible for monitoring public
ty widely known. reactions to the reforms and reporting to me

Once established, the treaties database wilh ways in which they might be further
complement the electronic links for publicenhanced.
libraries program, which aims to provide p;, Filing —Without a veto
Internet access to all public libraries in Aus- '
tralia. My department will work with the ~MrDOWNER —I am proud to say that the
Office of Government Information Technol-reforms give Australians unparalleled access
ogy and other relevant agencies to ensure tH& the work of governments in the making of
the database both stays abreast of technologeW international laws. | firmly believe that

cal developments and provides information ifhe impact of international laws in the domes-
a user-frienc”y form. tic context make it Imperative that we con-

tinue to improve that transparency and recog-
dissemination of treaty information in Austral-"15€ the fundamental right of people to scruti-

ia. Industry bodies and NGOs are increasinglg}Ise the way international law is made.
turning to the Internet as a means of com- The government foreshadowed these re-
munication that is particularly suited to theforms in both its foreign policy and law and
vast spaces of the Australian continenfustice policy statements. | am happy to be
Libraries in remote and rural communities tha@ble to announce today that the government
previously would not have kept hard copyhas delivered on these election promises
texts of treaties and other information will, inwithin two months of being elected to office.
future, be able to download this informationThe government’s response to the Senate
from the Internet and make it available tccommittee’s report is scheduled for tabling in
anyone who wants it. the Senate today.

The treaties database also has implicationsin conclusion, in response to the interjec-
for consultations on particular treaties. Mytions that have come from the other side of
department is examining the possibility thathe House let me say that, for 13 years and
new forms of information dissemination, forthrough a period of significant reform in
example via electronic news groups, wilinternational law, the former Minister for
make it easy to provide immediate advice oForeign Affairs and his predecessor refused
treaty developments to anyone who wants tall calls for any active parliamentary involve-
be linked to the system. Discussions wittment in the treaty-making process. Indeed, it
potential users of this facility have alreadywill never be forgotten that in the other
started, and | hope it will be possible for thechamber last year the former Senator Gareth

The reforms | have described represent a
gnificant enhancement in treaty scrutiny and
onsultations at all levels in the Australian

This exciting step will truly modernise the
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Evans, now the member for Holt, said derito signature’—prior to signature. That is what
sively of the role of the parliament in thisthey said; that was their first point. But the
process that he did not believe parliameminister has come into the House today and
should have any say at all in the treaty-maksaid, ‘No, all these treaties will be signed
ing process. before they're tabled. There’ll be no national

So this represents are stark contrast to tiaterest analyses until after they're tabled.’
arrogant disregard of the democratic processéfat is point one of their election manifesto
of this country which took place under theas far as—
previous government and the commitment to Mr Downer —Where did you get that from?
the democratisation of the treaty-making .
process that now takes place with the ney Mr BRERETON —I got it from your

: . document. | got it from page 26. It says,
government. | present the.followmg paper. ‘Preparation of national interest analyses of
Reform of the Treaty-Making Process—

) Minisyreaties prior to signature.’ They are your
terial Statement, 2 May 1996. words, nrt))t ours. T%is is what ygu hadythe
Motion (by Mr Andrew Thomson) pro- Australian electorate believe—that prior to
posed: any signature there would be the preparation

That the House take note of the paper. of these analyses.

Motion (by Mr Andrew Thomson)—by  The second point of the coalition’s policy

leave—agreed to: . is the ‘tabling of treaties with provision for
That so much of the standing orders be suspenggpate’. It states:

ed as would prevent the honourable member for - ) ] ] )

Kingsford-Smith speaking for a period not exceedThe Coalition will legislate to require that treaties

ing 15% minutes. are tabled with the provision for significant debate

Mr BRERETON (Kingsford-Smith) (11.15 in the Federal Parliament prior to ratificatio . .
a.m.)—This morning we have seen the firsfvhich everyone took to believe would be
ministerial statement from the new MinistefPrior to a government commitment to them.
for Foreign Affairs (Mr Downer), and what a What do we find from the statement today?
damp squib it was. What a pitiful exercise inThey are going to sign these and then they
absolute superficiality. What an embarrassing'® going to table them in the parliament,
backdown on his pre-election rhetoric in thi€xcept when there are special circumstances.
area. What a complete admission of th&0 on that second point, the second funda-
impracticality of the measures he advocate@iental, there is no delivery of what they said
in opposition and of all of his words inin the election.

respect of treaty making and the practice of | notice that the Minister for Foreign Af-
the former government in making treatieSfairs now walks out of the chamber. He
What a complete acceptance of the expressgHould stick around, because it is not just in
view of the now Deputy Leader of the Oppo+those first two areas that he has failed to
sition (Mr Gareth Evans), when he pointedjeliver in terms of the coalition’s expressed
out the flawed coalition approach in this are%oncy prior to the election. He said in the
Indeed, what a wimpish attempt to pass offhird " point of that policy that they would
today’s announcement as some sort of delistablish a Treaties Council, and much was
ery of coalition election promises. made of it. But when we look at today’s
Mr Downer—Where does it differ? statement from the minister we find that the
Mr BRERETON —I will show you were Treaties Council is merely to be a subcommit-

it differs. Let me take the House to thel€€ of COAG, which already has the scrutiny

documentA Confident Australia the of these matters. So the third point is quite
coalition’s foreign affairs policy. Section 15 Misrepresented.

is on the treaty-making process. These are theMr Deputy Speaker, let me take you to the
points and this is the policy that they went tdourth point. They said that there would be
the people with. Point one is the ‘preparatiofimplementation of domestic legislation prior

of national interest analyses of treaties pricto ratification of treaties’. We are going
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through the points one after another. There Who will decide them? It is all laid out
has not been a murmur about point four, thhere. There will be consultation, but that
implementation of domestic legislation priorconsultation will have to consider which
to the ratification of treaties. issues merit detailed analysis, the minister

Finally they said that they would ‘establishSaid. Ministers will ultimately determine what

a joint house treaties committee to provide §0€S in the analyses. How exciting! What a
detailed analysis of the implications of anyundamental breakthrough! What a terrific far-
prospective signing'—prospective signing—¢€aching reform! We are going to get the
‘or ratification of an international treaty by minister determining what the national interest

Australia’. So in relation to points one, two,2nalysis will be and it will be tabled in the
three, four and five you fail to deliver on fourParliament after the treaty has been signed.
of them. In respect of the other one, it is | think | have dealt with the question of the
merely a subcommittee of the existing proTreaties Council. It has been puffed up with
cess, which is COAG itself. great importance. It is a Treaties Council,

The joint house committee will be able tomind you. But what is it? It is a subcommit-
look at these matters on|y after they hav@e of COAG. What situation has existed
been signed by Australia. Then we are tolgince 1992 under the COAG charter agreed to

that there will be 15 sitting days. This is somdY all the heads of government? It is simple
sort of a cooling off period. But it is no and sweet. It provides for COAG itself to be
different whatsoever from the existing situathe forum. So now there is to be a Treaties
tion. It is a complete acceptance of the totdpouncil which is actually going to be a
impracticality, which we pointed out to thesubcommittee of COAG. And we are sup-

coalition, inherent in the policies that theyPosed to think that this is a big deal; that this
went to the electorate with. is a far-reaching reform. As the minister

Let us go to this morning’s statement itself.attempte‘j o pass off.

Terribly important and central to it is the fact. - - the establishment of a Treaties Council will
that even with these new arrangements thefigfad a new phase in Commonwealth-state consul-
is to be a let-out clause. Whilst Australia will @1o" On reaty making.
now sign prior to tabling there is a provisionWhat utter and absolute rubbish. The longest
there—as the minister has pointed out—thgtortion of today’s statement deals with a
where things require immediate implementatreaties information database, which I will
tion where there is a need for special arranggomment on in my concluding remarks. What
ments to meet special circumstances thdhis statement shows today is that the Minister
tabling in advance of binding final ratification for Foreign Affairs has been mugged by the
will not be possible, but they will then bereality that he refused to accept in area after
tabled as soon as possible together with atea prior to the election. The relations of the
explanation. How on earth is this in any wayformer government with Asia of which we
different from the existing situation? But thewere so proud is another splendid example.
minister comes into the chamber today and \ye all know what those opposite were
makes much of this as a two-month deliveryeqgling around the place prior to the elec-
of coalition policy and a fundamental and farsjgn. They were saying in respect of these
reaching reform. What utter and absolutg,aters that a right of veto would be given to
nonsense. the states. We heard it again and again. Any
Let me take the House to the issue of theninister who was part of a ministerial coun-
national interest analyses that the ministasil—and | was a part of MOLAC—used to
referred to. When we look for what will hear it from their conservative partners all the
constitute that national interest analyses wime. They boasted about the fact that the
see no detail whatsoever, except for the faelection of a coalition government would give
that they will all be tailored to meet particularthem an effective veto. The one thing | will
treaties and individual circumstances. congratulate the government on today is the
fact that they have not in any way relin
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quished the Commonwealth’s powers to makeiembers of Australian delegations. The claim
treaties. We are very pleased with that. the minister made in the House today that
Mr Downer—You are against it, are you?consultation will be the key word already

' reflects the strong view of the Labor Party

Mr BRERETON —Oh, no. If you had anq the view we always sought to ensure was
given the states the veto which you alwayg,e case when in office.

led them to believe they would have, then you In the few minutes | have left to conclude

certainly would have relinquished it. X
] . my remarks, | should say something about the
Let there be no delusions and no rewritingongest section of the minister's statement.
of history of the parliament’s role under thegyess what it dealt with? Treaties? No, the
former government. We always believed thafhternet. The minister described the treaties
the role of the parliament was absolutelynformation database as an exciting step and
central. We always sought to legislate usings a wonderful breakthrough. We are actually
the external affairs power; the power that wagoing to see treaties put on the Internet. They
Crea?ed throu.gh' Austra:lla.,s ratification Ofare actua”y going to be on computers, and
treaties. We did it and did it very proudly topeople are actually going to have access to
save the Frank“n Dam We d|d It |a'[el’ |nthem. We are Supposed to get tremendous'y

respect of industrial relations to provide axcited about this. To quote the minister's
legislative basis for this parliament. Wegwn words:

provided national universal standards of This exciting step will truly modernise the

minimum wages, of parental leave availabl@issemination of treaty information in Australia.

to every Australian worker, of equal pay for L "
work of equal value and for protection of Mf Downer—vyou are againstit, are you:

employees in respect of termination of em- Mr BRERETON —I think it is terrific, but
ployment. We are very proud of that. Howdt has happened in every other area. Why
ever, in each of those respects the legislatidiave a ministerial statement about a treaties
introduced and debated in this parliament wdgformation database? What a monumental
to take advantage of the treaty. In othePreakthrough, this first ministerial statement!
words, the treaty did not take effect until thel he minister comes into the House and states
legislation had passed through both houses Bfat a database is to be created for people to
parliament. access treaties on computers. The biggest
. " falsity in this statement is the claim that these
We in opposition have no concerns whatsoz 5\ ncements today are the delivery of the
ever about any actions that provide for great lection promises made before the election.

UPdetrsrta”d'”g[ r?|ft i th? rrOIebI(i)f i;r\(/aalltl/e:r;n eriThey are actually being delivered within two
greatér opportunities for public INVOIVeMENty,,qhq of peing elected.

We are keen to encourage that wherever A
possible. That was the very reason why when Mr Downer —It is within two months.

in government we set up with state and Mr BRERETON —But you haven't deliv-
territory governments the Standing Committeered on four out of the five. In respect of the
on Treaties—the body which is being madéirst one, it is a recreation of the existing
much of and which is going to be renamegbractice. As | said at the outset, it is a pitiful
the Treaties Council. We consulted withexercise in superficiality. It is an embarrassing
community groups on a regular basis on albackdown on the minister's pre-election
major treaty negotiations. We did it in respecthetoric. It is a complete admission of the
of the Uruguay Round, the energy charter, thienpracticality of the measures he advocated
law of the sea convention, the chemicain opposition. It is a betrayal of the private
weapons convention, climate change, theommitments he gave to the states that they
Montreal protocol and biological diversity.would have a power of veto, and it is a
We consulted very widely with regard to allcomplete and utter non-delivery of the prom-
of those issues. There were many represeniges that they made in the run-up to the
tives of industry and many community group®lection that, prior to the signing of any
who participated in those negotiations aagreements, prior to the signing of any trea-



238 REPRESENTATIVES Thursday, 2 May 1996

ties, there would be this whole process of Mr DOWNER —Well, one does not re-
scrutiny. member your curriculum vitae very well,

It is a betrayal of everything they said. It isg/though we remember a bit of it. We remem-

; r, for example, the Botany Council incident.
nothing more than a complete acceptance Er: ’
all the views that we expressed prior to th e have not forgotten that. We remember the

election when we said what they were propo yallot box on the back of the motorbike. We

ing was an absolute and totally unworkabl e[)r}fmbbertthat, If?urle! So we do remember
proposition. This wimpish attempt to pass o It about your rte.
today’s announcement as a delivery of elec- The point | am making is that before the
tion promises will be seen for what it is—an1993 election, but after the election had been
absolute farce. called, this former minister acceded to Inter-
- national Labour Organisation Convention No.
Mr DOWNER  (Mayo—Minister for For- 158 ‘\what did they do? Did the government
eign Affairs) (11.30 a.m.)—We are going t0pqnq it the parliament? Well, the parliament
give a bit more life to the parliament undef ;4 peen prorogued. Did the government

this government and speak to some of thes® <\t the pbublic? No. Did the government
motions and respond to some of the stuff thq%g?[ thLé publigllj(né)v(/? e gov
e

is emerging from the opposition. | would hav

normally made a personal explanation, but | Government members—No.

can do it this way. What the member for Mr DOWNER —Exactly. The then govern-
Kingsford-Smith (Mr Brereton) has done isment did not even put out a press release
totally misrepresent what we said before theelling the Australian people they had acceded
last election and he has deliberately done st the convention. Yet accession to that
The first point is we did implement the com-convention was part of the mainstay of your
mitments within two months—admittedly, notso-called industrial relations reforms. It is an
much within two months, but within two absolute disgrace for the Labor Party to
months—that we made before the electioreriticise the democratisation of the treaty-
We have not backed down at all. We have nahaking process when they were so totally
backed down on any of the commitments wepposed to bringing any democracy into
have made. treaty making. It was that sort of arrogance

What the member does not seem to undejf1at ulimately led to them disappearing from
stand is that the critical point when you makd&ffice. The member for ngsford-Smlth—
treaties is the point of ratification. Once you Mr Brereton —You'd better get the right
have ratified, you have passed the point of noinister.

return. That is the critical point. What we \r DOWNER —Oh, it was a different
have done is provide all these processes {finister, was it? | deeply apologise, Laurie.
take place before ratification. You didn’t know about it; is that right? Did
That stands in dramatic contrast to what théé happen without you knowing? You tell us
Labor Party said before the election. | willand we will make sure that is on the record.
never forget Senator Evans at a conferencéou didn’t know it was going to happen? No
last year, saying he would not subject théeply means yes, you did know it was going
treaty-making process to the vagaries of pafo_happen. Maybe the Minister for Foreign
liament. That was the Labor Party’s posiAﬁalrS or another minister did it but you were
tion—that treaty making should not be subjecParty to the whole grubby practice and you
ted to the vagaries of parliament. And whdvere a member of the cabinet at the time. Let
better as an example of not subjecting treati¢g€ make one final point—
to the vagaries of parliament than the member Mr Brereton —Mr Deputy Speaker, | take
sitting at the table. Before the 1993 electiong point of order. | wish | had been a member
were you the Minister for Industrial Rela-of cabinet in 1993, but | was not.

tions? Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Jenkins) —
Mr Brereton interjecting— Order! There is no point of order and the



Thursday, 2 May 1996 REPRESENTATIVES 239

honourable member knows it. The minister Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Jenkins) —
will direct his remarks through the chair.  Order! Before | call the honourable member
Mr DOWNER —The member for Kings- for Lowe, | remind the House that this is the
ford-Smith is now saying he had nothing tdionourable member’s first speech. | ask the
do with this. Is he saying he is ashamed dflouse to extend to him the usual courtesies.
what the previous government did in relation Mr ZAMMIT  (Lowe) (11.37 a.m.)—Mr
to ILO 1587 You ruthlessly used ILO 158Deputy Speaker Jenkins, first of all, | offer
when you were the Minister for Industrialmy congratulations to you on your election to
Relations. You were obviously party to thenigh office and wish you well. | also offer my
decision. You obviously knew about thecongratulations and best wishes to the new
decision. Let us hear an explanation from yoGpeaker and Deputy Speaker and wish them
as to why the then government refused evegell too.
to put out a press release to let the public ¢ the very outset | want to record my

know that Australia had acceded to0 thalense of honour at the very great privilege the
convention. _ _ electors of Lowe have bestowed on me. |

That is the sort of grubby practice to whichthank them for their vote of confidence in
you people subjected the treaty-makinglecting me as their federal member to repre-

process when you were in office. It does noéent all those in my electorate, irrespective of
matter who the minister was. You werepackground or political affiliation.

certainly a member of the Labor Party at the : . P

time, Laurie. You have been for years. YOLé Also, it would be remiss of me if | did not
s ; Xpress my appreciation to the voters of the

were certainly involved in the process. Yo ew South Wales electorate of Strathfield

always supported the process and you we ’

' rmerly Burwood, who elected me at four
always very happy with the process. The, o ive elections over an unbroken period

member for Kingsford-Smith claimed in his . . A
f 12 years, always with a solid majority in
speech that somehow we went around grubl | seat totally and always surrounded by state

ly telling the states we would give them —

veto over treaties. Let me make this absolu%}%be?glhglgrtiiatgasii siﬁa;[hreefienrlzitg \tl\cl)egts (g?e

ly clear: | never, on one occasion— Sydney. | want to thank them for having
Mr Brereton —You are a con. maintained their faith in me in switching from
Mr DOWNER —A con! The member for a state to a federal seat.

Kingsford-Smith, the mastermind of the g geat of Lowe was created in the 1948
Botany Bay scandal, the man who mastefsjisyinytion and carries the name of Robert
minded the Blaxland preselection, is going e viscount Sherbrooke, who was instru-
around calling someone a con man! Laurig,on) in discontinuing the transportation of
Brereton calling someone a con man! Rea”yconvicts to Australia. The first member for
that is breathtaking stuff. Lowe was Bill McMahon who held the seat
Let me conclude by saying that I, as thgor some 33 years. He then at a given stage
shadow minister, never said to the states Wgscame Prime Minister of Australia and was
would give them a veto over treaty-makingnighted. We may never see such length of
powers. The commitment we gave them wagarliamentary service ever again, as the

the commitment they wanted. That commitfrenetic modern day political pace and elec-
ment was that we would establish a Treatiegral demands make it hardly unlikely.

Council. That is a commitment that we have The subsequent members for Lowe all

fulfilled. . . served much shorter terms, rotating between
Debate (on motion bydr Stephen Smith) | apor and Liberal members. Following
adjourned. Liberal Sir Billy McMahon'’s resignation and
GOVERNOR GENERAL’'S SPEECH the 1982 by-election, the seat was won by
i Labor’s Michael Maher, who held the seat for
Address-in-Reply five years. He, in turn, was followed by
Debate resumed. Liberal Bob Woods, who held it for six years.
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He was then succeeded by Labor's Mary Another feature of the electorate is the
Easson, who held it for one term. To saylensity of population, placing it in the top 10

therefore that | am acutely aware of theer cent of the nation. The electorate includes
volatility of the seat of Lowe would be ana very large number of million dollar homes

understatement. | take this opportunity to pagnd, in many cases, multimillion dollar

tribute to my predecessor, the former membavaterfront homes as well as a much larger
for Lowe, Mary Easson, especially for thenumber of modest fibro or weatherboard
very gracious manner in which she concededomes and just about everything else in
defeat on the night of the election. between.

During my 12 years in the New South My challenge is to assist the genuine in
Wales parliament | never took my electorat&€ed, first and foremost, by providing the
for granted nor eased off the pace, and | witructures for their rightful claim to a better
not do so now. In fact, my wife Rita works inlife. Governments and welfare agencies

tandem with me in the electorate, so th&hould be there to give a hand up to people
saying ‘two for the price of one’ well and Who are in genuine need. However, the safety

truly applies. net should not be abused, and those who are
) ) ~abusing it are doing so at the expense of the
Lowe is an urban electorate in the innefess privileged. Those who may be rorting the

west of Sydney. It has a total population okystem have every reason to fear the coalition
about 120,000 people, 78,000 of whom argovernment.

voters. Lowe is middle class in character, C t with this i i t
increasingly multicultural and reflective of the,, ~ONCUrrent with this Is my commitment 1o

new Australia—the Australia of the 21stiN€ business community, especially small

century. Lowe is in the top six per cent ofbusiness. The Howard government is commit-

federal electorates with the largest number 6?d to providing small businesses with the

overseas born people, the majority of Whor[gecessary framework to enhance their profita-
were born in southern,Europe ility, thus encouraging them to invest in
’ future growth. Creating wealth is but the first

More than 40 per cent of the residents irstep in redistributing wealth—it should not be
Lowe speak a language at home other thahe other way around: redistributing wealth
English. Of the 78,000 voters in Lowe, by farbefore wealth has been created. Increased
the largest non-Anglo-Celtic group is ofinvestment by the small business sector,
Italian background, numbering in excess oivhich is the engine room of the Australian
13,000 people or 16 per cent of the voterssconomy and is the largest employer by far of
The next largest groups are the Greek#he Australian total work force, will result in
Chinese and Arabic/Lebanese at about 42 pan almost immediate reduction in unemploy-
cent each; they are followed by the Vietnament and the beginning of the long-term
mese, Koreans and Tamils at about one pegcovery.

cent each. That diversity is reflected in the gyer since young adulthood and in times of

the Hwa Tsang Buddhist temple and monasy,pport in my Christian faith and also in the
tery at Strathfield. inspirational words of great leaders, philoso-

About 40 per cent of the electorate igohers and writers—in particular, from the
traditional family oriented, which is well Words of Theodore Roosevelt, who said:

above the national average, and it has one bfis not the critic who counts; not the man who
the lowest single parent percentages in theints out how the strong man stumbles, or where
redit belongs to the man who is actually in the

;:ent of tlgje mothers in tll_OWLe are in ttI;]e V,:’r?rérena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and
orce and, consequently, Lowe IS e thirtyoaq; who strives valiantly; who errs, and comes

highest electorate in the nation requiring da¥hort again and again, because there is no effort
care for children aged zero to four. without error and shortcoming, but who does
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actually strive to do the deeds; who knows thgons and daughters—the cream—of so many
great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spergations of the world who travelled to the new
himself in a worthy cause; who at the best know%nd to build a new nation: a nation of immi-

in the end the triumph of high achievement, an - .
who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails whiledrants that is the envy of other nations of the

daring greatly, so that his place shall never be wit/orld that have built a multicultural society.

those cold and timid souls who know neitheMVe have succeeded in Australia with our
victory nor defeat. multicultural experiment, even though | do

My personal life, business life and politicalnot believe we give ourselves enough credit
life are all reflected in those words. Duringfor it.

the next three years as part of the coalition | am totally committed to multiculturalism
government, | will do my utmost in seekingwhich, in my view, reflects the two most
to provide frameworks and opportunities folhasic Australian values of a fair go and
all Australians to be able to taste the triumpliolerance. The reality of the cultural diversity
of high achievement. of our nation, and the fact that six million

Today, my mind goes back to DecembeAustralians are of non-English speaking
1955 when, with my mother of Greek back-background, is clearly established and evident.
ground and my father of Maltese backMulticulturalism requires no debate. The only
ground—both now deceased—I travelled byseful discussion should concern what we of
train from Alexandria in Egypt, my birthplace,non-English speaking background bring to
to Port Said and then embarked on tB& Australia. The debate should be all about how
Strathnaver for the voyage to Australia, to make it work even better.

arriving in Sydney in January 1956. That was \yhile | am on the subject of multicultural
a time of great turmoil in Egypt following the o ethnic affairs, there are three specific

successful revolt by the Egyptian peoplgssyes that | want to raise today—however
against the reign of the corrupt King Faroukpyiefly—that are of concern and that need to

It was also a time of great dislocation forbe addressed and which | will pursue in this
the Europeans in Egypt who recognised thearliament. The first issue is that of the plight
fact that they understandably had to relinquisbf immigrant women, the second most disad-
their positions. We therefore had to leave ivantaged group in our society after the Abo-
a hurry. We had to leave behind or sell whatigines. This topic is rarely, if ever, discussed.

we could and arrived in Australia, not as The second issue is that of a fair and equit-

assisted passage migrants—because that dile share of senior positions at the decision

not apply to those other than from the UK—paiing level. My observations during these

but virtually penniless, as most other immipast 12 years or so in public life have been
grants have also done, especially since tr{)ﬁ‘at government boards, authorities and instru-
1950s. We had the added burden of having {@entalities are almost totally, if not totally,

repay the moneys borrowed for our passagfsyoid of people of non-Anglo-Celtic back-
to Australia. ground. The same applies to the upper eche-
| am very grateful that Australia providedlons of the senior levels of the Public Service.
a haven for my family and me. | am veryWe need to find out why that is the case and
grateful that Australia has provided us with address the issue if we are to move forward
land of opportunity, stability, peace, a systems a society secure in the knowledge that we
of law comparable to the best in the worldare all entitled to and are receiving a fair go.
and a democratic system of government of Thg third issue | refer to is the practice of
which we are all proud. | am grateful thatsome ministers of the Crown in previous state
opportunities exist for immigrants such as me g federal administrations who have attended
who, as a young boy, came to a new land. dinnic functions and have presented to the
feel that | have provided a role model tqg|eyant leaders a cheque in a blaze of pub-
which others may aspire. | am grateful. jicity while posing for the cameras. | note the
But let it never be forgotten that Australiapresence in the chamber of the Minister for
has also been fortunate to have received themigration and Multicultural Affairs (Mr
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Ruddock). He has a very good grasp of himy own business for some 13 years before
portfolio and | know that he would never beentering parliament. Additionally, | gained a
so insensitive as to do that. valuable insight into Aboriginal affairs—a

But this is invariably seen by the communinumbling experience—having administered
ty at large as buying the ethnic vote, and thE'€ New South Wales Office of Aboriginal
recipients are seen as condoning that practiceli@irs for some three years in my then
Not only is this practice demeaning an apacity as assistant minister to Nick Greiner.
insulting to the ethnic communities, as haQuring that time | travelled extensively
been conveyed to me repeatedly by thedBroughout New South Wales, visiting Abo-
community leaders, but it has had the effed{9inal communities and gaining a strong
of a quite understandable community backlasfderstanding of the plight and suffering of
against the ethnic communities by the rest g€ Aboriginal people—the most disadvan-
the community as it gives the impression thadgged of all Australians.
the ethnic communities are constantly receiv- Over the next three years | will be a strong
ing handouts in the form of taxpayers’ monvoice, as | always have been, for everyone in
eys. There is no doubt that in the overwhelmmy electorate and for all Australians, irrespec-
ing majority of cases a strong need exists faive of background, to ensure that we achieve
that government assistance. a more equitable, just and fairer Australia. In

However, my complaint is twofold: firstly, taking my place in the Federal Parliament of
the insensitive manner in which these presefpustralia | express a degree of pride in the
tations are made and, secondly, wheneverfact that I am not here as a result of having
presentation is made—be it to a charitabl@von preselection in a safe seat; rather, | am
sporting or cultural organisation—due cardiere as part of a very select few who have
must be taken in everyone’s interest to delinvon back from our political opponents not
eate the specific need to which the moneyl§ist one but two seats—in my case, firstly, the
will be applied. Of far greater value to theNew South Wales state seat of Burwood and,
ethnic communities would be an acknowledgsecondly, the federal seat of Lowe. Both seats
ment of the work done by hundreds of thouwere held by the Labor Party and both had
sands of volunteers who work to alleviate th&ery solid majorities which | had to over-
pain and suffering of newly arrived migrantsCOmMe.

refugees, aged migrants and the young whoThe other matter of pride is the fact that |
are troubled and feel alienated. am the first person of Maltese background to
| bring to this parliament my extensivebe elected to this parliament. This fact was
experience in government and in oppositiotnknown to me until it was brought to my
during my 12 years in the New South Waleg@ttention on the morning after the election as
parliament. In looking around the chambegf result of a phone call from the media in
today | hope | will be forgiven if | occasion- Malta, and also as a result of a subsequent
ally think that | am back in the bear pit whenphone call from the Maltese High Commis-
| see former colleagues such as the honousioner to Australia, His Excellency George
able member for Macarthur (Mr Fahey), thdBusuttil. The Maltese people are spread all
honourable member for Page (Mr Causleygver the world. In fact, there are probably
the honourable member for Cook (Mr Mutch)nearly as many Maltese now in Australia as
and the honourable member for Reid (Mthere are in Malta—somewhere in the vicinity
Laurie Ferguson). Earlier this morning weof 300,000 people.
also had the honourable member for Kings- | \vant to express my deep gratitude to my
ford-Smith (Mr Brereton) and the honourablg., ynaign director, John Hallinan; conference
member for Prospect (Mrs Crosio) in th&regident, Alan Wright; and campaign com-
chamber. mittee, including Alex Ebert, Bruce Mac-
| also bring a strong knowledge of multicul-Carthy, Michael Casey, David Doust, as well
tural and ethnic affairs and business affairs tas Ainslie Thomas and her team from the
this parliament, having owned and operateBurwood Young Liberals, who worked tire-
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lessly for nine months in the lead-up to pollthe families and friends of the deceased, and
ing day. They gave me total support and almy sympathies also go to the injured and to
ways had confidence in my political judg-the Port Arthur community. A similar killing
ment. My thanks also go to David Lidbetter spree occurred on 17 August 1991 in my then
who assisted me greatly with his advice andtate electorate of Strathfield when six were
depth of knowledge, technical and politicalshot and killed and the seventh was stabbed
in addressing the issue of aircraft noise ovdyefore the gunman turned the rifle on himself.
Lowe. The memory of the sight of those eight bodies
| want to also thank Prime Minister John@t Strathfield Plaza on that Saturday afternoon

Howard, who visited my electorate on twoWill forever be emblazoned on my mind.
separate occasions and was extremely support will never forget the grief and anger of
tive. | also note the presence in the chambdéhe families of the murder victims, most of
of my friend and colleague Tony Abbott, thewhom | visited the next day to extend my
member for Warringah, who was also exeondolences. | also want to say how upset and
tremely supportive. | appreciate all you havangry the police were when showing me
done for me, Tony, in my campaign. Thearound. One young police officer, in particu-
Young Liberal Movement at times comes idar, was very abusive towards me; and | can
for criticism from some of the members in theunderstand that. He said, ‘What are you going
senior party. However, their assistance in m§o do about it? You are the elected representa-
campaign was greatly appreciated, and | wative; what are you going to do about it?’ |
Andrew Maiden, the New South Waleswant to praise Prime Minister Howard for his
President of the Young Liberals, to take backourageous call for gun law reform. | have no
to his members my sincere appreciation. doubt that he will rank equal to any of the

My heartfelt appreciation also goes to th&€St of Australia’s Prime Ministers. However,
780 or so volunteers who helped in the leac®Nd in addition, the issue of violence in films
up to and on polling day. Without their@nd videos must also be addressed sooner
support none of this would have been pod@ther than later. Enough is enough.
sible. My thanks must also go to the State | want to conclude by saying that | would
Director of the New South Wales Division oflike to feel that my contribution to this parlia-
the Liberal Party, Tony Nutt; his deputy, Johrment and to community affairs would be to
Burston; and the dedicated staff who havstrive for new horizons and forward-thinking
finally debunked the myth that only the Laboiinitiatives as we head towards the new
Party knows how to win marginal seats. Imillennium. | am inspired by the words of
would like to thank Pat Gourlay and MariaSenator Robert Kennedy which were repeated
Tarabay, who are my former state electoratey Senator Edward Kennedy in his eulogy for
officers and have joined me in the federahis brother in 1968 when he said:

office. | (_:ould not have hoped for more loyalsome men see things as they are and say, why? |
and dedicated staff. dream things that never were and say, why not?

| want to conclude by saying that the Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Jenkins) —
Liberal victory in Lowe would not have Order! Before | call the honourable member
occurred had it not been for the immensér Greenway, | remind the House that this is
support and constant encouragement given te honourable member’s first speech and |
me by my wife of nearly 27 years, Rita, andask the House to extend to him the usual
also for the strength and depth of understandourtesies.
ing exhibited by my children, Michael, Phillip  \r MOSSFIELD (Greenway) (11.57
and Yvonne, all of whom | am very proud. a.m.)—Mr Deputy Speaker, | would firstly

Lack of time prohibits me today from like to congratulate you on your election to
saying what | want to say about the shockingour high office and wish you the best for the
events that occurred on Sunday, 28 April duture. | would also like to congratulate those
Port Arthur and that have shocked our nationther new members who were elected at the
into disbelief. My sincerest condolences go t@ March election and also wish them good
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health and a long term in this parliamentpf a fair and just society. | hope | can make
provided of course that does not interfere witla contribution in this direction during my stay
the re-election of a Labor government at the this parliament.

next election.
The electorate of Greenway, a western

| would like to say how honoured | am togydney electorate, is named after Francis
be elected to the Australian parliament as thggward Greenway, an architect under Gover-
member for Greenway following upon mynor Macquarie. It covers an area of 121
predecessor, Russ Gorman, who gave me sguare kilometres and runs from Blacktown
much public support during my preselectiolyng Seven Hills in the south through to
and after. | have been very impressed by thgjyerstone in the north. The southern part of
number of members on both sides of thgye electorate is a long-established residential
House who have asked me to pass on theifea. Through the centre of this electorate
regards to Russ Gorman; | will be very happyhere are new residential areas of Dean Park,
to do so. Quakers Hill and Parklea.

| would like to thank my ALP branch
members for preselecting me as their candj-
date and for their hard work during the

election campaign. There are far t00 manly tme massive residential development that has
mention individually, but | would certainly ., o place. The first stage of the Rouse Hill

like to mention Cog_ncnlor Somn?derton, Whlf)gevelopment centred on the Parklea release
was my campaign director. | would especia rea is currently in the early stages of devel-

like to thank the voters of Greenway for the'#apment and is eventually expected to house

valuable support. The ALP vote in Greenwa
; 0,000 people. Full development of the Rouse
was not as good as expected, but | intend ill development area could result in over

work hard during the course of this parliame .
. : 00,000 new residents. Recent development
to ensure an improved ALP vote in Greenwa h Quakers Hill has also been extensive.

and a Labor victory at the next election.

| am a fitter and turner by trade, having The 1991 census shows a population in-
worked a total of 15 years in the trade beforrease of 72 per cent over the 1986 figures.
becoming a trade union official. As an ap-The people moving into these areas are over-
prentice, of course, | joined a trade union; anwhelmingly young married couples either
no doubt my father influenced me in doinngth.chlldren or intending to start a family.
that. | became the State Secretary and Fedefiain, the census figures speak for them-
President of my union, the Australasian Socselves. Forty-seven per cent of the population
iety of Engineers. Upon the amalgamation o under the age of 24, and 46 per cent is
the ASE and FIA, | became the Sydne)between the ages of 24 and 54. The electorate
branch secretary of FIMEE. | also served #self, and Quakers Hill in particular, also has
term on the ACTU executive and was ford large proportion of its residents from non-
seven years President of the Labor Council dfnglish speaking countries. These people

New South Wales. | am very proud of myrepresent some 25 per cent of the electorate,
trade union background. and immigration policies of a compassionate

nature are high on my list of priorities.

In the north there is a mixture of residential
reas and small rural industries. One of the
ajor aspects of the Greenway electorate is

My family background is that my wife, Jan,
and | have eight children, five grandchildren One of the greatest problems felt by young
and numerous extended families, includinfamilies in this community is the isolation
my brother Warren. | was delighted that theyrom relatives and friends coupled with the
were all able to be here at the opening of thstress of a life change experienced by raising
parliament. The only one who was not hergoung children and being isolated from
unfortunately was my daughter Jennifer, whaommunity services. This isolation has resul-
is travelling overseas at the moment; but ted in higher than normal levels of social
certainly know she was with us in spirit. Iproblems. | have been have advised that
place great value on family life as the basisvithin the community an average of one in
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three families experiences some form of One significant feature of the Greenway
financial or social difficulty. electorate that is clearly worth mentioning is

Where there are inadequate recreation ai§ large youth population, with some 42 per
community services, the location can becom@ent under the age of 24. The need to provide
very isolated for young families, particularly@ better lifestyle for our young people is a
mothers at home with young children, if theymajor priority for me. This priority must start
do not have easy access to public transpoH’,‘th adequate education and health facilities
libraries, banks, post offices, public tele2nd sporting and recreation facilities through
phones and child-minding centres and {0 local employment. The issue of employ-
regional shopping centres are some distan8eent generally and youth employment in
away. There is an urgent need for morg@articular are issues that | have been involved
government support for community andn for quite a considerable period of time
church organisations operating in this area dgrough a number of Working Nation labour
that they can, in turn, help families to maininarket programs operating in western Sydney.

tain a happy and contented lifestyle. | see employment growth as my No. 1 priori-
. . . . ty and it has received my immediate and
This rapid residential development ha%{gent attention. | have already written to

placed considerable strain on the finances §iqustries in the electorate to get their views
Blacktown Council. Infrastructure investment,,

has been reactive and concentrates on incr@mployment opportunities.

mental improvements. While considerable As an adiunct to mv trade union activiti

infrastructure development has been carried S an agjunct to my trade union activiies
a

out, such as the ring road and underpass apave had a deep interest in general educa-
’ dion and vocational training. | believe these

Blacktown and the new Blacktown bus an . . 2
rail interchange—all funded under the previ&/€aS are important in providing young people

ous Labor government's better cities pro\_/vith the skills necessary to take up available

gram—the New South Wales government i%reealg\yvrgegfe(?tgfz;guhrgtsliséerx vsglllli\éfvetg ?3
also carrying out a large amount of infrastruc="_ =~ y y
revious Labor governments, both state and

ture work. However, budgetary constramtf%deral’ and | will be anxious to ensure that

have resulted in a situation where this ne X )
and developing area continues to be inadnere IS no lessening of support for such an
important area of western Sydney.

equately serviced by road and rail systems.” M- )
Within the electorate there are 11 high

The new release areas will place an enok 4015 36 primary schools, the Blacktown

mous strain on the existing road and p“b“%:ollege of TAFE and now the newly devel-

transport systems. Residents living in thesgped Nirimba education precinct at Quakers

new areas will have to drive or catch a bus top  The University of Western Sydney
a railway station in the near vicinity to CatChHaWkesbury along with the Western Sydney
a train to other parts of the metropolitan aregnsiitute of TAFE. the New South Wales
There is, therefore, an urgent need to dupl epartment of School Education and the

cate the rail line between Riverstone an@injic Education Office, are committed to
Blacktown and for additional car parkingi,q development of this joint education

spaces at Quakers Hill and Schofields ra”‘"’arﬁrecinct. | compliment the many people who
stations. The federal government must COlfoq the foresight to develop the Nirimba

tinue the valuable better cities program in thig o\ a1 pase into the modern education facility
area of much need. that it is today. These include my predecessor
| am advised that by the year 2006 this areRuss Gorman, the Minister for Education in
will have a population equal to Canberra’s buthe New South Wales government, John
with a lot fewer community services and les&\quilina, the previous Mayor of Blacktown,
infrastructure development. Without considerdim Anderson, and Roger Price, the federal
able federal government assistance, this regiomember for Chifley. This facility will enhance
of the Greenway electorate could quickhthe training opportunities and, therefore, the
become a ghetto. employment prospects for our young people

what needs to be done to improve local
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for many generations to come. All partieget a fair go. | am very proud of what the
share a view to ensure the educational adkeating government did in this area and |
vancement of students and to increase edudaek forward to debating the new govern-
tion and training opportunities for industriesment’s proposals which appear, at this stage,
and local communities. likely to downgrade the actions of the previ-

Let me say something about training foPUS government.

employment. It is important that we match the Changes to the structure of the economy,
training that is available to young people irthe introduction of new technology and

Greenway and surrounding areas with enreforms to industrial relations and training

ployment opportunities in local industries andave created a leaner, more multiskilled work
the growth jobs of the future. The electoratdéorce, which has to some extent excluded the
of Greenway has an industry profile of heavyunemployed under 25 years of age. The
engineering, electronics, food processingrowth occupations are now in the areas of
warehousing and distribution, and smastourism, hospitality, community services and
repairs. Clearly, all of these industries, if theynformation technology. We have to adjust
can be sustained and improved, offer corsur training and employment programs to
siderable employment opportunities for youngneet the needs of these industries.

people. Apprenticeships are still important in our

We have heard a lot about small businesgajor industries and occupations such as
Small business has played a major role imanufacturing, transport, and electrical gen-
employing people in the Greenway electorate&ration and distribution. The emergence of
Small business employs some 60 per cent 88w jobs in growth industries such as small
people working in the Blacktown localbusiness, where there is no apprenticeship
government area. Nationally small businessystem, means that career training is in the
contributes 30 per cent of the gross nation&prm of building blocks where you move from
product and employs some 50 per cent of thene skill area to another as the needs of the
private work force—all under a Labor governindividual and employer require.

ment. | do not know why people are critical | pay a special tribute to those members of
of the Labor Party’s policy, or the Laborthe Western Sydney community—employers,
government’s policy, towards small businesgnions and various training authorities—who
when small business has thrived under Bave been doing a great job working to over-
Labor government. | am very pleased that thisome youth unemployment in our area. | look
has happened. forward to continuing this joint community
Small business does rely on large enterprigavolvement in tackling this major problem.
es, both government and private. With large During the recent election campaign | had
enterprises downsizing, that is retrenching, the honour and privilege of attending many
is important that security of employment andunctions organised by local community
the protection of basic working conditionsgroups. These functions involved senior
such as sick leave, annual leave and longtizens, Scouts, Girl Guides, the Country
service leave that previously existed in larg&vVomen’s Association and ethnic groups, and
enterprises are transferred to people workingchool prize functions. At all times | was
in small business. impressed with the contributions these organi-

That is why it is important that this parlia- Sations are making to the wider community.
ment gets the unfair dismissal provisions oNOW as the federal member for Greenway |
the Industrial Relations Act right. PeoplehOpe to have an even greater involvement
working in small business are the most vulWith these worthy organisations.
nerable section of the work force. This is not | want to say something about nursing
because owners of small business are necessames. During the election campaign | re-
rily unfair employers, but personal conflict,ceived a number of representations from aged
misunderstanding and the high pressure chre villages in my electorate. These villages
small business means some employees do retpressed a belief that aged care was being



Thursday, 2 May 1996 REPRESENTATIVES 247

neglected by all major parties. They lamented The government needs to review its funding
that additional funding was being offered foipolicies by accepting responsibility for all
arts but not for aged care. An example of hovaged care services instead of the current
society is failing to look after our elderly system where some services, mainly residen-
citizens can be gained by looking at soméal care, are funded directly by the govern-
figures provided by one village. Of all citi- ment. Funds are given to the states for com-
zens in their 70s, 60 per cent do not requirenunity services, and other community ser-
any aged care assistance, five per cent arevites are accountable and funded by the
hostel care, five per cent are in home day ca@ommonwealth. This community service
and another 30 per cent who are in need dfinding mix is both confusing and costly. |
care are not receiving any care. have been asked and would support that this
. federal government deal with peak organisa-
It is because of the need to ensure that thig)ns such as Aged Care Australia and the
worthy section of our community, many of pystralian Nursing Home and Extended Care
whom fought to defend this country duringassociation, in formulating future funding
World War II, have a carefree life and innrograms for aged people in Australia. These
memory of my mother who passed away 0gomments are a very brief resume of the
Christmas night after eight years of contentefleeds of our elderly citizens. This group of
life in Gilroy Village, Merrylands that | in- people is in danger of being forgotten by
tend to mention some of their concerns todayyoyermments. | intend to raise their concerns
In their representations to me these grougy this House whenever the opportunity arises.
raised a number of points. They believe there , , L
is insufficient government funding to pay for Following the disappointing result of 2
the daily care of nursing home residents. Thiarch, certainly for our side of the House,
cost of this service is based on a formuld'€ré are some who come in here somewhat
drawn up over 10 years ago. The changes fpwncast and miserable. | for one am delight-
workers compensation regulations could resufid to be here and | am ready to take issue
in additional costs for people running aged{V”h the new government on any issue | think
care facilities. They believe that hostels anff€cessary.
nursing homes are receiving insufficient gov- | remind all party members of the very
ernment funding to care for people who havéamous stirring and introductory speech
serious health or communication problemsijelivered by the late Ben Chifley at the New
such as Alzheimer's disease, dementia ar8buth Wales State Conference, when on 10
other forms of terminal illness. June 1951 he said:

Representations have been made to me t%%lsgehﬂéec?cigriogqn%ng;?gecvche;nbs\fgrﬁ;i’gez%e
a compassionate ar}d efon(_)r_nlc way of IprOVI efeat. | hope that the defeat at the last elections,
ing care for our elderly citizens would befojiowing on the defeat at the 1949 elections, has

through a redistribution of aged care servicegot discouraged members of the Labor Movement
where the service is taken to the individualrom fighting for what they think is right—whether
and day long care is delivered by non-profitt brings victory for the party or not. The Labor
organisations. Existing villages could beWlovement was not created with the objective of

; : lways thinking what is the most acceptable thing
funded to provide all services to elderlyf "™ OGS U el id B Wil win a seat or

people in their own homes with the provisiong,hether the movement will pander to some section
for respite services and education and leisugg the community. The Labor Movement was

centres to be available on a day-to-day basigeated by the pioneers and its objectives have been
in the retirement complex. These should bpreached by disciples of the Labor Movement over
seen as additional services for those elderie years, to make decisions for the best for all the
people who are well enough and desire to livEeoPle:

in their own homes and should not be seen dssupport those views and pledge to remain
reducing the need for full-time residentialirue to them on behalf of the electors of
care. | thank those on the other side wh&reenway. In a democracy like ours there are
support that. always winners and losers. This time we lost
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but we know how to win and how to stay fortakes in Goonellabah which is a suburb of
at least 13 years. We will be back and | willLismore. It then takes in many of the pictur-
be doing my bit to help achieve just that. esque villages around Lismore, that previous

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Andrew) — big scrub area, including Nimbin, of a quite
Before | call the honourable member fof?0torious reputation, Dunoon, Clunes, Rose-
Page, | remind the House that this is th@ank and the Channon. If anyone gets a
honourable member’s first speech and ask ﬂglance to go along to the markets there of a

House to extend to him the usual courtesiesaturday morning, they would probably find
it very enlightening. It takes in the major

Mr CAUSLEY (Page) (12.17 p.m.)— cities of Grafton and Lismore and the major
Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker, for theiownships of Maclean and Casino. It then
opportunity to rise in this House in this myyges right to the Queensland border, taking in
maiden speech in this parliament. | think mogjje townships such as Drake, Tabulam,
members would realise that | served in theyhenyille, Bonalbo, old Bonalbo, right up to
New South Wales parliament for almost 1 oodenbong, Liston and Legume—quite a
years and it would not be my maiden speecfyrge area that then goes right back down
in a parliament as such. along the Dividing Range to Hernani, which

I would like to say at the outset that it is ais just above Dorrigo in the south.
great honour to be here in the federal parlia- You can see that it is a rather large coastal
n}erg representlln%_thtla people of tr;etiletc torag?ectorate which takes in most of ?he Rich-
of Page—a relatively new seat that wa . :
formed in 1984. It was formed because of tg%gg'?o?{\r/g n?ig?]tsrgglr(é?\lgé aRlliv%fr ﬂ;?]ec(‘;‘]tﬁ[ﬂé
growing population on the north coast. Part k ) , el '
it, of course, takes in the old seat of COWpe‘arr%%S%3gvﬂﬂﬁoﬂvﬁr§g'2|iﬁgitg?lﬁatlércgr;ee:r
}NhICht hacsl_ been re%resen:cet% ovgr th? yeg rstB the coast and sustains a tremendous amount
ongstanding members of the Country Par { ; IE

ir Earle Grafton Christmas Page, a ver _ .
remarkable man in many ways, who served if"d t'mb?r t";‘rﬁa- Blutntodt?]y, with tpeitblijsrg\?grn-
that area as a representative for 42 years. THE%CEOapUr (gtir?e rr?er?toar? ; toeur(i:sonisefrea Suchya
member who served the remaining terms aft . T
one term of Labor when Mr Frank McGurenP€autiful area attracts many people, particular-
won the seat was lan Robinson, who thely from the south, from Melbourne ahnd
served as the new member for Page and wiRydney, in the wintertime to enjoy that
had previously served in the New Soutivonderful climate.

Wales state government and who served a; {40k great interest in the Governor-

total term of something like 39 years iNGenerars speech. Much of it would be of
parliament. They were probably the tWo,raqatinterest and benefit to the people who
longest-serving members of parliament in thge "in the electorate of Page. There is no

history of Australia. So there ish_a certairyoypt that industries such as beef, sugar and
sense of history in representing this seat anghper will take great interest in the industrial

following in the footsteps of such famousigations changes proposed by this coalition
parliamentarians.

government. Obviously, it is very important
The electorate of Page—and | admit myor us to be able to compete in world markets.
bias early—is a beautiful part of Australia onAt the present time in particular we have a
the north coast of New South Wales. Ibeef industry, the cradle of which is in the
stretches along from the Corindi beach justorth coast of New South Wales where many
north of Woolgoolga where my colleague Mrof the cattle are bred, whose store sales and
Deputy Speaker Nehl holds the seat of Cowweaner sales are important to the rest of New
per—we join there—and goes north almost t&outh Wales and Australia. That industry is
Ballina to a little township called Broadwater.vital to our whole cattle industry in the
It skirts across the Richmond River there andouthern areas of Australia.
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At the present time cattle producers ar&/e're going to take him that way because
going through some very serious problemsve’re coming back for that one.” That was the
When the member for Macarthur (Mr Faheymanagement that those old people put into the
was Premier and | was the Minister of Agri-forests.
culture there was a serious drought in New
South Wales. We did as much as we possibl
could to help those who were suffering tha;
extreme drought which went on for almos ithin my electorate, which is a very big

five years. Of course, as soon as the droug ber area. Year after year, since the first

ended and they were expecting some reli iy :
the prices for cattle collapsed. | dare sa%vran decision on rainforest, we have seen

Yet we hear debate today that is quite
istorted. It is seriously affecting Australia
nd is certainly affecting the communities

through the changes we hope for in th hat resource progressively taken away from
industrial relations laws and some sensg. industry, not because there is anything

coming back into our waterfront, we might ber rong being done but because most of those

: rests that have been locked up in national
able to compete with the New Zealanders a arks are forests that our forebears logged.

e are told they are still pristine, and they
re. So there was no damage done there.

the Americans in world markets where itis s
important for our producers to be unbridle
by government red tape which sometime
loads them down and means that they cannotlf we listened to the old people in our
compete fairly. communities who can give us advice and tell

] ) us how to manage those areas, we would be
In my maiden speech in the New Southnych better off than listening to the shrill

Wales parliament | made it very clear that thries of the minority groups presented on the
reason | Went |nt0 pOIlthS was tO protestA‘BC and in the Sydney Morning Herald
about what minority groups were doing to Myhecause they are doing us enormous damage.
area. My family have been on the Clarencgmal| villages depend heavily on the timber
River a very long time. My great-grandfatheindustry. | mentioned Woodenbong and
went to the lower Clarence in 1888 as @rpenville. | could talk about Whian Whian
farmer and my fam”y is still there. | am Veryand Grafton, which is in a very major hard-
proud today that my parents are in theyood timber area of Australia. Those towns
Speaker’s gallery and my wife, along with theyre very dependent upon the resource that is
chairman of the Page electorate council, Mrgyailabie. Yet last year we saw the former
Margaret Duff, are here to support me ORederal government bend to the wishes of the
probably one of the few occasions that thegxtreme groups, reduce the export quota for
have been able to hear me speak in either th@ips and bring in conditions on the export
New South Wales parliament or now in thigyuota which mean that timber that is taken
very august chamber of the Australian parliarom private property is now almost excluded
ment. So we understand that area very clearlifom the timber milling industry. That is the

; : f humbug that is causing enormous
My great uncle, Ben Skinner, was a timbefyP€ ©
cutter. One of the very first experiences pamage to our areas on the north coast.

recall was going out into the bush with him Those small towns of Urbenville, Wooden-
at about 10 or 11 years of age, ostensibly tbong and Whian Whian exist on grazing and
boil his billy but of course it was also to bethe timber industry. People living in those
on the other end of a crosscut saw. | think heowns are the salt of the earth. They work for
once said he would be better off with a forkwery low wages—much less, in fact, if you
stick. He taught me a lot about the bush. look at a family situation, than those people
learnt a lot from him about how the bush anan the north coast who are on unemployment
the forests are managed. | clearly recall oneenefits—yet they are being strangled by
thing he told me. When he went to cut dowrgovernment red tape and by the government
a fairly big tree—what | thought was a masiistening to extreme groups. | call on this
sive tree—he looked around and said, ‘Sorparliament to look very carefully at the laws
see that good, straight, little one over therethat are passed here and the effects they have
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on those people and on the economy gfoint. | urge the present government—I see
Australia. Last year we imported somethinghe Deputy Prime Minister (Mr Tim Fischer),
like $3 billion worth of forest products into my leader, in the chamber—to honour that
Australia, and I think we need to think aboupromise. It is so important now, with the
that. extreme competition taking place in the
| mentioned that my family was involved Australian domestic market, that the Manildra

on the lower Clarence River as cane growegar""ooOI refinery, which was built by Manil-

| think my father was absolutely disgustedir@ and the cane growers of the Clarence,
with me when, having gained a Leavin ichmond and Tweed rivers, be_ able to
Certificate, | decided that | would go canefOmpete on the world market, but it cannot
cutting. | did not want to be a school teach¢ompete while it does not have access to a
er—I still don't. In those days, even thoughdeepwater port. It is very vital to that area.

| was a very young man, there was the ability The previous speaker, the member for
to earn very big wages in the cane cuttingsreenway (Mr Mossfield), spoke about
industry. Those in the Labor Party—includinghursing homes. | would like to take up that
| dare say the honourable member for Hothamoint. As | said, the coastal areas in my
(Mr Crean)—would be pleased to know thaklectorate are very attractive areas for people
| was a member of the AWU in those daysto retire to. We have many people, as | have
| had to be or | could not sign on. mentioned, from the Melbourne area and from

| have a very close affinity with that indus-the western suburbs of Sydney. People come
try. | served as the president of the canto retire along that beautiful sunshine coast—
growers on the Clarence River. | served oand quite rightly so. But that means that our
the New South Wales Canegrowers Councifged population is probably higher than in
| was amongst the people who used to seng@me other areas of the nation and the need
the Australian industry on committees reprefor nursing homes is greater.

senting both Queensland and New South at the present time there is an extreme need
Wales. Yesterday, | heard the honourablg that area for nursing home accommodation.
member for Dawson (Mrs De-Anne Kelly)while | was the state member we managed to
mention Sir Albert Abbott from Mackay. | hegotiate with the hospital in Grafton some
knew him very well when | was an executiveang to extend Livingstone House. It is vital
in the cane growing industry, which is a verfhat that work be done because we have
valuable industry. probably more than a dozen people in our

In 1993, the previous federal governmenliospitals who should be in nursing homes.
promised a package to the sugar industry. Ehat has a twofold effect: they are not getting
was in return for a reduction in tariff protec-the care they should be getting and it is a
tion. In New South Wales, where the previousurden on the state budget. What should
member promised $2 million at one stage, theghtly be shouldered by the federal govern-
industry has not received one cent. Undoutiment is being paid for by the state health
tedly, the promise was angled to gain voteBudget. Even though | am now a federal
along that sugar belt on the east coast #hember | recognise that and | think it is
Australia and was pretty successful. Buwnfair. It is something we need to look close-
people are very disappointed that the promidg at.

was never honoured, for whatever reason.  Those coastal areas with their great poten-
Infrastructure at the port of Yamba, whichtial for tourism are very dependent on the
was going to serve the sugar industry on thig/pe of industrial relations policy this govern-
Clarence River, is very necessary. The Clanent can set. There has been no doubt in my
rence River is the oldest sugar producingnind about this in the times | have discussed
district in Australia. CSR started the firstit, not just with the people who run resorts or
central sugar mill at Chatsworth Island—notourist facilities but with those people who are
Harwood Island—some 115 years ago and theeeking employment—and there are many of
sugar industry then moved north from thathem. In my electorate, even though the
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previous government tried to hide the figureso her as such a strong supporter of our party
the fact is that the unemployment levels arand of me.
very close to 30 per cent. Youth unemploy-

. 2| pay tribute to my wife who, in many
ment is closer to 50 per cent. In Australia, !
where we pride ourselves on being a respo 1stances, has been the de facto member, as

! X . aul Zammit said. Particularly when | was a
sible country, that is a disgrace. minister in the state government for seven
It certainly is not the opportunity | was Years she looked after the electorate. She and

offered when | was a young person. That i§1Y father and mother probably gained more
one of the reasons | am in this chamber. Yotes for me than | did. | pay very high
believe our youth deserve better and we haJgbute to them.

to try to change things around to give them | thank my parents for the upbringing that
those opportunities. That industrial relation$ had. | was taught to work—and | do not
change would mean that these people coutflink there is any harm in that. We had a
gain some employment in the hospitalityjovely childhood with very doting parents
industry. | do not know how many times lwho gave us every opportunity. My father
was told during the election campaign that th@yas disgusted when | gave up higher educa-
unfair dismissal laws have to go becausfon because, as he said, ‘I never had the
people were absolutely terrified of employingopportunity; you have got it.” Nevertheless, if
anyone. That was a huge inhibiting factor in had my time over | would not change it.

the level of employment that could have beefrhat is something | am very pleased to be
available in my electorate. able to say.

| could mention many other subjects and, | thank my electorate staff. For over 12
undoubtedly, | will in the time | spend in thisyears | have had tremendous support from
parliament but | would like to now go backNoela Powell and Bemadette Alvos—my fII’S'[_
and thank some of the people who did supand second secretaries—and, recently, Debbie
port me. As | said, | joined the New SouthApps. As everyone knows, good staff make
Wales parliament on 24 March 1984 with théhe member because the member is not in the
honourable member for Macarthur and theffice and staff have to do a lot of work for
honourable member for Lowe (Mr Zammit),you. | pay particular tribute to them. | believe
amongst 20-odd others. It was a large intakéWwill enjoy my stay in this parliament. Thank
It seems that has followed us because th@u for the opportunity to speak on the
intake here this year is very large as well. address-in-reply. | look forward to contribut-

f ing at a future date.

| had marvellous support at that time from
members of my party and the support of th I\]{Ir DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Andrew% _f
Hon. lan Robinson, who has been my can%/e ore | call the honourable member for

- . - ills, I remind the House that this is the
ﬁgi/genwrgr? ?ﬁgriraﬂorl \%ilde Ilfkcet'?onza_yef[?igu\t'\é%onourable member’s first speech. | ask the
) House to extend to him the usual courtesies.

to him and to Florence. | pay tribute for the
help in latter times of Margaret Duff, my Mr KELVIN THOMSON (Wills) (12.37
electorate chairman. | pay special tribute to p.m.)—I guess that most of us, as members of
very strong supporter of the National Partyparliament, are very avid readers of our local
formerly the Country Party, Mrs Joan Tillettnewspapers. One week in July last year there
of Casino. Joan Tillett was a magnificentwvas an article in thevioreland Courier an
supporter of our party. She was very illarticle to which | was a substantial contribu-
during the last election campaign and, unfortor. It made reference to Commonwealth
tunately, died on the morning of the electionspending in labour market programs in the
But, true to form, Joan must have had someorthern suburbs having increased over the
divine insight, because she had voted the dgast three financial years and the contribution
before. | can tell you, | know which way sheWorking Nation programs had made towards
voted. | would like to pay tremendous tributereducing unemployment in the electorate of
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Wills by over one-third since the height of thdiving in the electorate at the time of represen-
recession. tation.

It was a very good article indeed. The only Secondly, | would like to thank my cam-
problem was that very few people were likelypaign committee and my family for the
to read it, given the nature and prominence dantastic support that they have provided to
the article immediately above it which re-me over many years. My wife, Marsha, has
ferred to Miss Nude World, Coburg'’s Chrissienot only been a supportive wife and mother;
Lane, who had apparently earned that title ishe is a first-class political campaigner and
an exotic dancing competition in Houstonpperator in her own right, and | am very glad
Texas. Ms Lane was quoted as saying: she is on my side. My children, Ben and
.. .1 get more nervous if | have to make a speechi@omi, aged 12 and 10 respectively, have had
in front of people. I'd rather take my clothes off. {0 put up with a lot in terms of an absent
Honourable members will be reassured tather over the past few years. | guess know-

: " g what is in store for them does not make
learn that with me it is the other way aroundit much easier. My parents, Allan and Doro-

I join with other members of the House inthy, have been a source of immense inspira-
congratulating the Speaker and those whgon and support to me for many years. | am
have been appointed to carry out that impordelighted that they can be here in the gallery
ant role during the life of this parliament. Ithis afternoon to share what is, for me at any
look forward to personally working with themevent, a momentous occasion.

during the life of this parliament. And my campaign committee—a real A-
First, | would like to thank the people ofteam. Not only did they triumph in the Wills
the electorate of Wills for the confidence thatlection but a fortnight later in the City of
they have shown in me by electing me. IrMoreland elections they were responsible for
Wills, Labor increased its primary vote bylLabor securing some eight out of 10 wards.
some seven per cent and its two-candidai fortnight later again at the state election the
preferred vote by around eight per cent, whichest results for Labor in the metropolitan
| think was the best result Labor secured iareas of Melbourne were secured in the Wills
the nation. It completes a remarkable turnbased state electorates of Coburg, Pascoe Vale
around in Labor’s fortunes since the dark dayand Essendon.

of the Wills by-election in 1992, when our Thirdl ;
. 4 y, | want to say something about why
primary vote dipped to below 30 per cent. lve are all here—not in this parliament but in

is now back at 50 per cent. Even in thesg,is"cqntinent. Although Australia is an old
days of increasing electoral volatility, thatcontinent it is in fact a very young nation. |
represents a spectacular recovery.

think the reasons why we are all here tell us
The people of Wills have had the opporsomething about what our public policy
tunity to see me in action as a member of thebjectives ought to be. So why are we here
state parliament for the past seven years ama this island? We came here because we, our
before that as a Coburg councillor. Manyparents or a previous generation came to
have told me that they voted for me becausescape features of our former societies which
they liked my attention to local work and towere intolerable and came here in search of
ordinary constituent problems, no matter howew opportunity.
trivial they may seem. That places on me a pggpie came here in search of work, from
responsibility to continue that work, and leqniries where opportunities for work had
place on record here my intention to contlnugimply dried up. So, first, we owe to our-
doing just that. selves the never ending quest, the never
| was born in Pascoe Vale in the heart oénding objective, of full employment, of work
the Wills electorate in 1955—my birthdayfor all who want it. Second, people came here
was yesterday, as a matter of fact. While in search of a clean and healthy environment
have lived in that electorate during that entirérom countries where the air was not fit to
period, | am the first member for Wills to bebreathe, the water was not fit to drink and the
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beaches were too dirty or just too far away. It also imposes obligations of restraint on
So we owe to ourselves the protection of outhose who feel most strongly about events in
urban and natural environment. One of th8osnia, Croatia, Kraina and other parts of
many great things about Australia is that w&urope. The best thing which Australia can
still have a lot of our original environmentdo for peace and justice in Europe is provide
left and that the quality of life in our cities is it with an example, a beacon, of a peaceful
high. We are not overpopulated, and we neesbciety made up of people from many differ-
to safeguard that. Australia can and should ent lands united in a distinctive Australian
an environmental showcase. identity—a society in which, as Dr Martin

Some of us have come in search of socié'(ilqu'[her King put it, people are judged not by
equality, from countries with stifling class € colour of their skin but by the content of

systems, countries in which power, wealth anH€ir character.

opportunity were concentrated in the hands of Fourthly, | would like to comment on the
a few. So we owe to ourselves a spirit operformance of the Hawke and Keating
generosity and compassion towards those wigonvernments against those important, funda-
are less well off and a spirit of cooperatiommental yardsticks. People voted for me not
between employer and employee. We do nanly because of the reasons | mentioned
need the dog-eat-dog mentality of Americagarlier but also because, having tried the
or Britain’s underclass. alternative, they wanted a Labor representa-

Some of us have come in search of demodive in @ Labor government. | share their
racy and freedom of expression, fleein isappointment that this was not to be. But

totalitarian regimes, military dictatorships andn€y had good reason to do that and to want

countries in which rigid conformism was thethat.

order of the day. So we owe to ourselves If you look at jobs you will see that we
freedom of expression, freedom of associatiocreated jobs at a faster rate than the Fraser-
and the right to join trade unions, and we alsbloward years and at a faster rate than other
owe to ourselves respect for differing pointgountries. During the past three years we
of view. created some 700,000 new jobs, bringing

Some of us have come in search of raci%Q%g%%m%inéu?%V;; tgonge'gtir?gegucregéaflgs
and religious tolerance, escaping ethni . !
conflict gnd brutal tribal repression. SoVe per cent by the year 2000. With Working
finally, and perhaps in the present age ation we were tackling that vexed problem
atrocities in Yugoslavia and other parts off long-term unemployment.

Europe, Asia and Africa most importantly, we If you look at superannuation you will see
owe to ourselves the creation of a communitthat, when we came to office, superannuation
based on mutual tolerance, respect and undavas the preserve of a handful, of a wealthy
standing. elite. With our superannuation reforms we

Another of the many great things abouProadened out superannuation to include all
Australia is that we have had no civil warsWOrkers, with everyone making a contribution
We do not feel the passion or enmity whicHo their retirement, with support from govern-
comes from having fathers murdered of€nt, with support from employers.
mothers raped in the struggle for political If you look at education—which is abso-
power. It is Australia which represents the ladutely fundamental to our chances in modern
great hope on earth for a society where aHociety; it is one’s chance of getting a decent
peoples live together in mutual dignity andob or perhaps any job at all—you will see
cooperation. This imposes on us obligations-that when Labor came to office only one in
first, towards the Aboriginal and Islanderthree children were completing secondary
people, who cared for this nation for 40,00&chool. Through our reforms and our support
years. With the Mabo decision, we have madef education this was lifted to better than two
progress but we are still well short of fullyin three children completing secondary educa-
discharging those obligations. tion.
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If you look at health you will see that whenyears we have depended on gross national
we came to office some two million familiesproduct, but its shortcomings are legion.
were without health insurance of any kind. S&Vhen a young man in Tasmania buys a semi-
for them illness, accidents or sickness werautomatic weapon and the ammunition to
not only a source of physical hardship bumurder, that adds to gross national product.
also a financial catastrophe. With Medicar&vhen he burns a guesthouse or a car and
we introduced a health system that was thhese things are replaced or rebuilt, that too
envy of other countries, who sent representadds to gross national product. But do these
tives to Australia to study our system and tahings build our society? Of course not; they
see how it could be applied in their owndestroy it.

communities. - . .
So we need indices which take into account

If you look at the environment you will seethe important features of our lives and our
that when we came to office we set aboudpciety: whether we are healthier or happier,
protecting the Franklin River, the south-wesfhe fairness of our income distribution, our
Tasmanian wilderness, the wet tropics, Kakgsersonal and collective security, our environ-
du and Antarctica. If you look at family mental standards, the state of our resources.
allowances you will see that we directed oufy the United Kingdom there has been devel-
support to the families in most need. We dighped an Index of Sustainable Economic
not create a society, as in the United Kingyyelfare. It shows Britain improving from
dom or in the United States, with beggars oags50 to 1975, but deteriorating thereafter. |

street corners and in doorways. We liftedggest to the House that that squares more
pensions to 25 per cent of average weeklyjith the reality.

earnings, and we kept them there.

If you look at our treatment of Aboriginal | want to work on environment protection.

people you will see our response to that in th first got inter.ested in politics_through my
Mabo legislation and in the introduction of terest in environment protection. | believe
S . . that we can and need to do a lot more about
native title legislation. If there is one group of fi ffici
people who have been left behind and wh [ergy conservation, energy etticiency,
suffered most deeply following Europea Iternatlvetfener?g sourr]cels, dpuétlng é;m end to
. L cean outfalls through land based sewage
settlement it was the Aboriginal people. Pau isposal systems, tackling algal blooms,

Keating's steps towards reconciliation repre: .
sented one of our proudest achievements apiptecting old growth forests and so on.

one of this nation’s most pressing tasks. So, | also want to address the issue of corporate
for these and many other reasons, the peoptenduct. Australia has unsatisfactorily low
of Wills had good reason to want to have &tandards of corporate conduct. Corporate
Labor representative in a Labor governmentowboys like Christopher Skase and others—
Fifthly, | want to indicate to the HouseWhom | cannot mention because, | dare say,
something about my priorities in this place ifhey will be coming up for trial in due
the years ahead. As | indicated earlier, | arfiourse—have been able to get away with far
a great believer in the importance of locafo0 much through insolvency planning, bank-
work. | have developed a community plan fofuptcy laws and so on. There are deficiencies
Wills which contains within it suggestions forin our system which we need to address.
job creation, economic development, a bal- | 5155 strongly support the inclusion of a
anced transport system, upgraded infrastruggia| clause in the General Agreement on
ture, quality community services and afrgiitts and Trade. If you look at the way the
environment that is a joy to live in. In the ygqern world economy is structured you will
next few years | intend to work on the imple-gee that we will need to either lower our
mentation of that community plan. standards or raise everybody else’s. | do not
In the parliament | also want to work on theknow what the coalition’s position is, but my
development of new and perhaps bettgiosition is that we need to raise everybody
indicators of national performance. For manglse’s. Therefore | strongly support the inclu-



Thursday, 2 May 1996 REPRESENTATIVES 255

sion of a social clause in the GATT whichwould apply. On this small dispute between
will incorporate the relevant ILO conventionsthe Victorian Liberals and the central Liberal
: hierarchy, over the decade and more to come
In the area of consumer affairs, we need tpintend to prove that they were both right. |
do more to prevent people from being rippe¢hank the House for its courtesy.
off by shonks and charlatans. | was going to Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Andrew) —

say this anyway but, following the tragedy in
Port Arthur this week, it scarcely needs to b&rder! Before I call the honourable member
or Griffith, | remind the House that this is

said: our society is simply too violent. We & honourable member's first speech. | ask

need to address the causes of this—inadequﬂg H 10 extend to him th I ;
firearm controls and too ready access to gunég ouse o extend to him the usual courtes-

violent videos, violence on TV. Whatever'
these causes may be, we have to have theMr McDOUGALL (Griffith) (12.55
courage to confront them. | know this is noP.m.)—I begin by congratulating you, Mr
nice, but it needs to be said. Those people iaeputy Speaker Andrew, on being appointed
the gun lobby and elsewhere who continue tt9 the Speaker’s Panel and those other Speak-
oppose the changes which are needed to mak&s Who have been elected to high office. |
this a safer society will end up with blood onhave always managed when speaking in a
their hands, if it is not there already. And ifchamber to get rid of members of the Labor
we as legislators fail to tackle these issues arRBrty. | have been doing it for about nine
put them in the too-hard basket, we too wilyears. | wish them well. | stand this morning
end up with blood on our hands. | totallyrepresenting the electors of Griffith, who for
support the national leadership given by ththe first time in 18 years have a Liberal
Prime Minister (Mr Howard) and the Leaderrepresentative.

of the Opposition (Mr Beazley) this week on This seat was considered a ‘given’ by the

this issue. Anything which they can do toLabor Party to the chosen candidate, who
protect innocent men, women and childrevorked as an adviser to the now defrocked

from such senseless acts of random violen@@ueensland Premier, Wayne Goss. He also
has my unqualified support. had the full might of the Premier's Depart-
. . ment behind him. While we did not win this

| conclude on what is, for this side of thege ot \yith ease, the fact that | am here is a
House anyway, a lighter note. During they o avic reflection of the mood of the people
election there was a dispute between the Ioc8.|: Griffith. It is also due to the support | re-

- ceived from my wife Alayne, who is with me

Liberal Party in Wills and the central Victori-
an Liberal machine concerning the aIIocatio?Oday my family, along with my campaign
director, Robin Fardoulys, my long-serving

of preferences in Wills. The local Liberals
made the assessment that | would be a bet écretary, Jill, and all those party workers
ho have given unstintingly of their time and

member for Wills than my predecessor; th

| was more conscientious; and that, if the)énergy

could not have their own member for Wills, '

they would prefer to have somebody who | am also extremely grateful to the people
could and would look after the neighbourof Griffith who have shown their trust in
hood. They recommended that Liberal prefeioting for me and | assure them of my deter-
ences go to me. They were overruled, howhination to earn their continued respect. To
ever, by the central Victorian Liberal hier-those who did not vote for this government,
archy, whose assessment was that as a stBt¢ mandate is to represent all residents of
MP I had taken much too much interest in th&/ffith and | have pledged to do just that.
financial affairs of the Victorian Liberal Anyone who writes, telephones or visits my
hierarchy—their Tricontinental loans, theoffice is not asked or expected to declare their
Premier's own advertising company, KNF, thersonal political convictions.

casino tender process and other matters. They As this election has most convincingly

preferred a lesser level of scrutiny and ahown us, there were many residents of
lower standard of probity than that which IGriffith not satisfied with Labor’s rhetoric,



256 REPRESENTATIVES Thursday, 2 May 1996

particularly in regard to the issues whichthe lifestyle of many of the constituents of
affect daily life, such as jobs for the youngGriffith. Therefore, | believe the federal
the financial dilemma faced by so manygovernment has an important role to play in
independent retirees, the cost of trying to keegne long-term planning of major infrastructure,
a small business afloat and, most alarmingyhether the ultimate construction responsibili-
the breakdown of the family unit. The Laborty lies with federal, state or local government.
Party, blinkered by the power of office, . ,
stopped listening to people, a situation which BY ‘major infrastructure’, | refer to trans-

was blindingly obvious to anyone in thePOrt corridors, airports, dams, ports and
community. sewerage systems—those large items which

. _ _ take up a great deal of space and generally
_After eight years as a Brisbane City Counmake a large amount of noise. They also
cillor in the Chandler electorate, which enmake a dramatic impact on a region, both
compasses much of the same area as tpRysically and socially. Only with firm plans
federal electorate of Griffith, | am acutelyand objectives in place will citizens have the
aware of the litany of Labor’s broken promis-potential to plan for a stable and calm life-
es. It is my intention to address all thesgtyle.
issues and more, to enable the people of ] )
Griffith to start going about their lives with a W€ cannot have failed to notice the com-
feeling of security. One of the first issues tgnunity is not happy with this lack of forward
be addressed is aircraft noise, particularly thaanning. As it now stands, at a local govern-
which affects the people who live under thénent level a zoning can be altered literally
southern flight path of the Brisbane airportovernight to allow for high density develop-
While the situation has not yet reached thEent where once single dwellings stood. The
status of the Sydney airport, it is well on thdmpact of multi-storeyed units in low density
way. Too many of my constituents report thaf'€as can be devastating to a community. To
they can count the rivets on the wings of aRe told water charges are to be increased
aircraft as it flies over their backyard. It isPecause the area has outgrown its water

easy to understand their concern and shaf&lPply is becoming another too commonplace
their disquiet for the future. incident and one which upsets residents.

Brisbane is justly proud of its gleaming new At a state government level, we have seen
international terminal which is only a shortthe bitter reaction when the previous Queens-
distance from the relatively new and extremgand Labor government advised a group of
ly efficient domestic terminals. While thecitizens that the houses they had saved and
Federal Airports Corporation proudly boastsared for and planned as a haven for their
that Brisbane airport is three times the size dgetirement were to be acquired to make way
Sydney and ready for decades of continu&pr a toll road. Last year, some citizens of my
growth, not all my constituents wish to sharelectorate joined forces and marched to let the
in the glory. It all gets back to lifestyle. then state government know that they would
While that has become a trendy phrase, \&te against any member who continued to
living standard light on stress and heavy oinsist the tollway go ahead.
peace and tranquillity is what most of us seek.
Compared with most other countries in th
world, Australia is still the lucky country, but
even soO we are witnhessing a severe a
dramatic increase in the rate of erosioth
pollution and suburban crime.

But we should not have to take to the
Streets to protect our living standards. While
r{ﬁcal and state governments play a huge role
the planning, siting and running of major
rastructure, it is this government which has
to fund these projects. Therefore, it is this
There is also deep seated concern at tlgwvernment which, in the long run, is respon-
erosion of our moral standards. These factorsible for the overall strategic planning for this
along with the dramatic expansion of railnation’s future growth. This also entails more
lines and transport corridors, with associatethan a politically expedient nod at matters of
noise and pollution, have put severe strains dhe environment.
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Australian citizens expect their electedyoes well beyond planting a tree—although
members to include the protection of our vitathat in itself is probably one of the most
natural resources as part of their mandate. Tledfective actions, as trees are natural air
chances of protecting vital and necessamleaners.

natural areas—particularly lakes, rivers, small Recently the boffins defined just how many
waterl\_/vays and t?ebwetl?]nd rggt;or;s of OUfrees make a positive environmental equation
coastline—can only be achieved by long-termy,q for clean air in our urban areas, | am told

urban and national planning and not left Q4 seven trees should be planted for every

individual councils to plan on an ad hoc basis.ar on, the road, to take care of deadly exhaust
As a nation, we are still young and shoul

ke heed and | f h istak missions. Therefore, the environmental
take heed and learn from the mistakes Qlynsjgerations when planning our suburbs and
other countries. Yet we do not and already Wg,; cities are not just a matter of urban
are seeing the early signs of the sick city an

ick d L demi newal but also a matter of lifestyle and
SIck country syndrome—a situation endemig,ival. We must take far more severe action

in so many other countries, in particulaiyap js currently the case with industries and
nearby Asia, where cities of over five million;,qividuals who use the nation’s rivers and
people are the norm. waterways as toxic removal drains and rub-
One questions the value of the manypish dumps.
taxpayer funded overseas _jaqnts W_hic_h are|n Queensland, our wide open spaces and
explained away as fact finding missionsthe relatively uncrowded city of Brisbane tend
Surely some of these have been legitimai@ encourage developers with a ‘drop in the
studies of the woes that beset countries withcket' attitude to cut into bushland for a
larger populations than ours. So why havendmall development here and to pave a few
we resolved so many simple issues such agjangrove swamps there. But these so-called
disposing effectively of sewage, roadwaysgnobtrusive developments quickly add to the
choked with vehicles pouring out deadlyseyere loss of the very living organisms that

pollutants, waterways being converted int@ypply us with fresh air and drinking water.
chemical streams, or how to get through to

the Department of Social Security office Within the electorate of Griffith we are

; ; ; lessed with many spaces of natural environ-
}/élrgg?#tm?ﬁmg?placed on hold for a senou%em’ including the Bulimba-Lota Creek and

Tingalpa Creek corridors. These, coupled with

The younger members of our communitthe Leslie Harrison Dam of some 1,200
have not been around long enough to realisgctares and its catchment, plus the 500
the speed at which we are losing the tw@ectares of Mount Petrie and the 100 hectares
basics for survival—fresh air and fresh waterof Whites Hill, Pine Mountain and Sankey
Anyone of 40 years of age or more, and/ountain, are of great value and are an asset
particularly those who have travelled, carvhich the community recognises and has
mark the decade when ‘don’t drink the waterformed its own organisation to protect.

became a golden rule. As the local Brisbane City councillor, |

Planning must also include the area of nelWave spent the past eight years ensuring the
growth corridors leading from our existingviability of these sensitive regions, and man-
cities, as it is only with long-term nationalagement plans are being put in place to
planning that we can prevent our cities fronprotect their future, | hope. My work within
becoming too large and losing their communithe federal sphere will be to ensure that these
ty identity. In doing all this, the federal environmentally important areas remain for
government has to be actively involved irffuture generations. As part of this program, |
matters of the environment. Although somam keeping a close watch on the current
environmental matters have become politicdulimba district local area plan. If this project
quicksand, we must not forget the need tis successful, | will encourage local govern-
protect what is left of the natural environmenment to extend the plan to all suburbs in the
which our forefathers took for granted. Thifederal electorate of Griffith.
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Another area in which | have a majorneed to be more, and we must create pro-
interest is sport. If you were growing up ingrams and facilities for people of all ages and
country New South Wales during the 1950&rom all walks of life. A fit and healthy
and 1960s, your sporting opportunities wergopulation has a positive effect on the nation.
limited and, unless you had the funds to travdtor this reason, | believe we should consider
to a major city, you had little chance ofthe funding of some recreational programs
gaining serious training or coaching. Hadrom the health budget. As we have seen from
these facilities been available in my homehe resurgence of interest in gymnasiums and
town, that is not to say | would have been #he number of people who now walk daily,
great sportsman; but | use the example tile public at large wants to be healthy.

point out that | believe it is necessary to |; ig disturbing that physical education

for those who live in the city or near majorpag pylidozed over these subjects. But not
sporting facilities. everyone is going to be a university graduate.
Mindful of the vital need to watch the If we do not encourage and teach children
budget, | believe the spreading of the sportinfom the word go to be active in sport and
dollar could be better achieved if we were tdecreation, we will continue on the path we
avoid duplication between federal and statBave already taken to become a nation grow-
governments. In recent years we have sedtg slower and fatter with each generation.
our sportsmen and women achieve excellendde ‘Life. Be In It' character, Norm, the
in Olympic sports. Many dollars have beergouch potato, has been replaced by a younger
spent and promised to maximise our oppoMNorm, the joystick flicker.

tunities for both Atlanta and Sydney, but | yltimately, our health system has to pick up
fear we could be focusing on the Olympics tahe slack at the end of the road. | believe the
the detr_lment of future athletes. | believe wgederal government in cooperation with state
must think beyond the year 2000. and local governments, along with the private

Another sporting point which | believe S€ctor, should ensure adequate sporting and
should be addressed is the matter of selligga'n'ng facilities for everyone in Australia.
our sporting skills, methods of training and®ut | stress: no more whiteboards.
know-how to all and sundry. This is being While the physical health of our nation is
done in the name of export dollars, and &an integral part of its wellbeing, so is its soul.
question its value. Australians are noted th& government which averts its eyes to corrup-
world over as great and fair sports peopldion is immoral. This creates a sad and sick
Our athletes are also noted for their uniquaation. The country’s leaders must not only
ability to maintain a naturalness in what haplay it straight but must avoid even the
become an extremely competitive and at timesppearance of evil. At all times they must be
vicious arena. But | do not believe we shouldair.
share or sell our coaching and development| \,+.1d like to quote a few words of

programs to other nations, as most—or all, &ymeqne | consider to be a great statesman,
some stage—become our competitors. Theyaham Lincoln, because | believe they
mostly volunteer members of our sportmgbpmy today:
federations have worked long and hard t ou cannot b.ring prosperity by discouraging thrift
develop '_these_progra_ms. For us to sell the ou cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the
off, .I believe, is unfair an_d false €CON0MY strong. You cannot help the wage earner by pulling
particularly when the sporting federation doegown the wage payer. You cannot further the
not receive a financial return out of the dealbrotherhood of man by encouraging class hatreds.
h f il | h You cannot help the poor by discouraging the rich.
There are over four million people Whovgy cannot establish sound security on borrowed
play competitive sport or participate in activemoney. You cannot keep out of trouble by spending
recreation programs in this country. Therenore than you earn. You cannot build character and
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courage by taking away man’'s initiative andelectorate was reflected in the ballot box.
independence. You cannot help men permanentiyetween 1984 and 1993, my father increased
]py di?mg fc}r them what they could and should d4yig margin from 2.3 per cent to 13.9 per cent,
O_” emse Vesj giving me the buffer | needed to survive the
Finally, | believe democracy and freedomhyge swing against the former Labor govern-
come at a price. We all know it is unre_allst_lcmem in March of this year. For me this may
to expect even the most draconian legislatiope his greatest achievement. For this | give

to thwart the dangerous, dishonest and morgkim thanks. For all that my father has done
ly distorted members of our community onfor me, | give thanks.

their path of destructlo_n. | also thank my mother, Anne, who played
In fact, there is evidence to show thap significant role in the building of that
legislation aimed at curtailing the activities ofgoodwill in the electorate and also in my
the immoral manages to curtail only theslection to the parliament. No candidate for
freedoms of the honourable and honest citpublic office can meet with success without
zens of our community. We tend to take outhe total support of his or her family, and
freedom for granted and do not realise jusgertainly | have been lucky to enjoy the total
how radical our system of democracy andupport of my wife Dianne, and my three
liberty is in terms of the rest of the world. children: Caitlin, who is six; Jack, aged five;
Ours is not a lifestyle enjoyed by the bulk ofand Grace, who is almost four.
the world’s population. Therefore, we must at Indeed, | have enjoyed the strong support

all times stand for the community in matter o :

; . f my whole family, including m rand-
of liberty, freedom and personal rights an%arer%/ts Jack and M)z/aldeline Hagllpin zvhgo, at the
ensure that every citizen is given a fair hearj oo ¢ 87 and 85 respectively, are an inspira-
ing. | thank this House for its indulgence. tion to me. They live on the north coast,

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Vaile) — and | hope that they are having some success

Before | call the honourable member foiin their endeavours to tune into this broad-
Hunter, | remind the House that this is theast.

honourable member’s first speech and | ask My thanks would be far from complete
that the House extend to him the usual courteyithout mentioning the army of branch

SI€es. members, Labor Party supporters and personal

Mr FITZGIBBON (Hunter) (1.15 p.m.)—It friends who made up my campaign team.
is not surprising that those who achieve th&lany of those people worked full time for
honour of serving in this place rank their firstfive weeks solid. There could be no better
speech as a tremendously proud moment gampaign team in the nation. | would also
their lives. This is a particularly proud day forlike to take this opportunity to thank my
me as | immediately follow my father as thebranch members for their support during the
member for Hunter in this place. preselection process.

| am confident that those present who Mr Deputy Speaker, | take this opportunity

served with Eric Fitzgibbon would describeto congratulate you on your election to your
him as a good bloke who made a substantigbsition. | have already congratulated the
contribution to the legislative processes of thenember for Casey (Mr Halverson) on his
national parliament. | know that they wouldelection to the high office of Speaker. | ask
also nominate him as one of the real charathat you extend my congratulations to other
ters of this place; someone who could alwaysiembers of the Speaker's Panel.

be relied upon to ensure that members did NOtThere has been a lot said in recent days,

take themselves too seriously. and indeed before then, about the standard of
My father’s real achievements were in higlebate and behaviour in this place. | agree
electorate, where he enjoyed a great relatiothat there is room for improvement, and |
ship with its people and was always availablevish the Speaker's Panel well. Certainly, it
to assist those in need. The result of mghould be of some assistance to you that 35
father's hard work and dedication to hisper cent of members in this place are new. A
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lot of talk has emanated from the Primahe state’s major tourist destinations. Hunter
Minister (Mr Howard) and his ministers aboutcoalmines produce the lion’s share of the
making this chamber more relevant. If therexport coal which earns for New South Wales
is a sustainable criticism of the former Labo®2.8 billion in export earnings each year. The
government, it is that the role of this chambeBayswater and Liddell power stations, both
has diminished. | will applaud any govern-ssituated in my electorate, supply much of the
ment initiative which restores this chamber'state’s energy needs.

authority. Unfortunately, although the Hunter is the
Having read a number of first speeches, @éngine room of the nation, the Hunter region
note that it is traditional for a new member tds not without its problems. Unemployment in
make some reference to the history anthe Hunter remains unacceptably high, despite
geography of his electorate, its main industhe achievements of the former government’s
tries and areas of employment and, of cours¥yorking Nation program. The decline in the
its main attributes. | do not want to spend to@rea’s manufacturing base and the reduction
much time on this, because | think we shoulth employment in the rural sector have en-
all spend a little less time talking about ousured that inroads into the problem have been,
individual electorates and more time talkingdt best, minimal. One of the major employers
about the regions of which they form a partin the Hunter, the coalmining industry, is now

However, for the benefit of new member under threat, owing to foreshadowed and

of the House, | offer the information that th:rumoured policies of this new government.

electorate of Hunter covers more than 20,000 Spurred on by recent coal price increases
square kilometres and stretches from thand the surging Asian demand for thermal
Minmi, Hexham, Beresfield, Woodbury, Tarroc0al, Hunter Valley coal producers are crank-
and Thornton areas in the south to Quirindi iing up for an investment boom which could
the north and to Merriwa in the west. ItSee€ billions of dollars pumped into new and
encompasses the local government areas ®fisting mines in my electorate. But there are
Cessnock, Singleton, Muswellbrook, Scondust three areas of proposed government
Murrurundi, Quirindi and parts of Maitland Policy which put at risk the new jobs that
and Newcastle. The Hunter electorate’would be created by such a boom.

economic base is very diverse and is a mix of The first is the industrial relations legisla-
rural, industrial and mining pursuits. Its majotion proposed by the member for Flinders (Mr
sectors of employment include coalminingReith), the model for which has caused havoc
manufacturing, wholesale and retail tradén mines operated by CRA. A feature of
agriculture and the provision of communitycoalmining in recent years has been produc-
services. The seat, of course, is named aft&vity gains flowing from the willingness of
the second governor of New South Waleshe trade union movement to accept change.
John Hunter, and boasts among its membeThe big stick has not been necessary. Coal
the nation’s first Prime Minister, Sir Edmundcompanies planning to invest in the Hunter
Barton. Of course, my friend the honourabléyave based their planning decisions on the
member for Charlton (Mr Robert Brown) iswonderful harmony that existed in the indus-
included in the list of former members, andry under the previous Labor government. The
he represented the area with distinctioindustrial conflict which will inevitably flow
between 1980 and 1984. from the new government's ideologically

The Hunter electorate boasts many attridfiven IR policy agenda will send investors
utes, not least being its friendly people, whé4nning.
possess a great sense of community spirit. It The second proposed policy which will
has within its boundaries vineyards whichhave disastrous results for the coalmining
produce some of the world’s finest wines, anthdustry is the abolition of export controls,
no doubt some honourable members hawffectively removing the Commonwealth’s
sampled those. In Scone we have the horsaly ability to influence the price we gain for
capital of the nation. The electorate is one adur export coal and to engage overseas
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buyers—who, as we all know, collude inpolicies for regional postwar reconstruction.
order to drive our prices down. The third are&€urtin supported the concept of regional
of concern is the speculation that the goverrplanning and saw an important role for the
ment will abolish the current diesel fuel rebat€€ommonwealth. But in the 1950s and 1960s
scheme as it applies to a number of industriethe Menzies government largely withdrew
including the coalmining industry. | noted thefrom the field, reflecting its desire to allow
fairly weak response from the Minister forthe states to make their own running on
Primary Industries and Energy (Mr Andersonjegional development. The Liberal Party was
on this issue yesterday at question time. and remains a state rights party.

The diesel fuel rebate scheme is not a It took the election of the Whitlam Labor
subsidy: it is a legitimate recognition thatgovernment in 1972 to once again kick-start
mining and agricultural industries operate ithe Commonwealth’s involvement in this
remote areas off-road. The abolition of therucial area of policy. While | believe discri-
rebate, along with the threatened removal ahinatory artificial assistance, such as payroll
the five per cent tariff concession on businessx concessions and the establishment of
inputs, would represent a new tax on theconomic zones, is no longer appropriate in
mining industry of some $850 million perthis new internationalised economy, Gough
annum—nhardly the sort of assistance we ne&ifhitlam’s initiatives were visionary and
in the Hunter to ensure that we gain theeflected the Labor Party’s commitment to
maximum benefit from the opportunitiesregional Australia.

before us. The true essence of regional development

| want to express my concern about @annot be imposed from above or from
number of other issues which impact ooutside the region. Federal, state and local
threaten to impact upon employment growtlgovernment can work together to assist people
in my electorate. The first issue is one that in their regions, but the impetus to prosper—
have already made some reference to-the direction, priorities and vision—must be
industrial relations. A significant reduction inset by the people who are part of change. The
the Hunter’s rate of unemployment will previous Labor government'’s regional devel-
require a sustainable rate of national econonepment program under the stewardship of the
ic growth of at least four per cent. Suchformer member for Batman, the Hon. Brian
growth rates were sustainable in recent yeakowe, established a new direction for region-
thanks to the accord between the previous development. | would like to place on
government and the trade union movementecord my congratulations to Brian Howe for
The new government’s rejection of the accortlis work and also extend my congratulations
effectively abolishes wages policy as a tool ofo the honourable member for Hotham (Mr
macro-economic management and that, alor@yean), who, as Minister for Employment,
with the government's approach to fiscaEducation and Training, also played a crucial
policy, leaves in doubt our ability to sustainrole in the development and implementation
the growth rates necessary to get on top aff the program.

our unemployment problem. Regional policy in the 1990s and beyond
Competent management of the Australiamust be about improving the competitiveness
economy is the most basic prerequisite foof our regions and establishing quality part-
jobs growth in Australia. However, in rural nerships and networks. Regional policy must
and regional Australia we need much morebe about ensuring that the strengths of our
We need strong, effective and properly fundetegions are fully exploited, and that our
regional development policies. The record ofegions do the things they do best as well as
the federal parliamentary Liberal Party in thioor better than their competitors, whether they
area leaves me greatly concerned. be just around the corner or halfway across

In the 1940s, wartime Labor Prime Ministete globe.
John Curtin convened a number of confer- In 1994 the Hunter Regional Development
ences in Canberra with a view to formulatingdrganisation was formed. Through extensive
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consultation HURDO, as it is known, hasstealth nursing home beds from Allandale
developed a vision for my region. In my ownNursing Home to other facilities, many of
electorate this vision is being fostered byvhich are outside my electorate. The implica-
HURDO and is manifesting itself throughtions for employment in Cessnock are horren-
projects such as the Hunter Valley Equinelous.

Research Centre, a world-class facility being ) ) ) )
developed in Scone incorporating a TAFE As a result of this dynamic decline, family
college, research centre, museum, race trackiticomes also decline. Consequently, house-
which is great—and horse stables. Thig§old expenditure is reduced, businesses close,
project places the Hunter at the forefront opeople lose their jobs and school leavers are
international equine research and trainingorced to migrate to seek work or further
Also, six local government areas in myeducation. Financially constrained govern-
electorate are working together on a plarhents declare that the town no longer has the
sharing operation, which is a great innovatiogfitical mass to support particular services

and an example of how regional developmeruch as post offices, hospitals and libraries,
can work successfully. and they close them down. The profit driven

. banks turn their backs on their customers,
| would also like to extend my congratula-

tions and thanks to the member for Shortlang'any of whom T}ave bf(_een loyal t;) thﬁm for
(Mr Peter Morris) who was the chairman of ears, because the profit margins for them are
no longer high enough. Those who have a

HURDO and who has always displayed 2hoice to leave the area do so. But the aged

strong commitment to regional developmen%nd the unemployed remain. Also trapped are

The former Labor government has createthose unable to sell their devalued homes or
a climate for regional growth, and real ancgroperties. Eventually, the mortgagees move
innovative change. It has not been a top-dowih because repayments cannot be met.
process but one of nurturing and facilitation.
| implore the Prime Minister and his govern- When these people go to fill up their cars
ment to continue this process as it is one thatith petrol, they pay 10c more per litre than
will provide real and long-term benefit for ourdo their city counterparts. If the current
nation and for my region and electorate.  Australian Competition and Consumer Com-

In addition, | ask the government to reCOg_mission inquiry into rural petrol prices fails to
nise that rural and regional Australia canngfddress adequately the issue of petrol pricing

survive without the necessary levels of public!! Ejural Australia, it will be the 47th inquiry
ly funded infrastructure. Many rural commu-t© do so.
nities in Australia, and in my electorate, have
begun to experience what is known as ‘dyp,
namic decline’. Dynamic decline stems from,
reduced economic activity, population 10S,j certainly lead to higher telephone charges
and the withdrawal of government infrastrucs

; ! el -Tfor the people of my electorate. A strong
ture. The impetus for this decline in economi¢.,mmitment by all levels of government to

activity can be: drought, depressed commodiy,giona| Australia is crucial to the survival of
prices, tariff reform, the withdrawal or failure 51" anqd regional Australia. What will not
of a large company operating in the localsgjst ryral and regional Australia and what
area, the closure or the downsizing of & indeed, compound the problems is the
government employer in the area, or, Ofjoyard governments slashing of public
course, all of the above. sector jobs. What will not assist rural Austral-
For example, at the moment in my ownia is the $80 million worth of cuts to the
town of Cessnock, the community is lockedbudget of the Department of Primary Indus-
in battle with the New South Wales governiries and Energy that the Treasurer (Mr
ment. Aided and abetted by the former an@€ostello) foreshadowed during the recent
present Commonwealth governments, the Nefgderal election campaign. The programs
South Wales government is transferring byhich the Treasurer earmarked for attention

Later today, we will see the introduction of
gislation designed to bastardise Telstra,
gislation which, if accepted by the Senate,
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were those designed to provide communitput at least | am happy to be identified with
and farm family support. the remarks that they have made.

The government may wish to explain, | congratulate the previous speaker, the
despite all of its protestations during thénember for Hunter (Mr Fitzgibbon), on his
election campaign about giving small businesgaiden speech. | served here with his father.
a kick-start, why it plans to cut the busines$ missed the honourable member's opening
advice to rural business scheme which hagmarks, but no doubt he alluded to his
been responsible for the creation of 872 newather's service. | do not think that Eric, by
jobs and 474 new businesses in the past yeafiost estimations, set the world on fire here,

The National Party might like to explainbut he was a good man. | count him amongst
why they are not protesting against this anthy friends on the other side. They are not
cuts to the rural adjustment scheme, the rurghanimously my friends, but Eric was. The
communities access program, and servicégct that he was re-elected on a number of
such as Countrylink. National Party membergccasions and the fact that his son has been
should be standing up to their senior coalitiosent to this place obviously says something
partners and defending the constituency thegbout his service in this place and in his
purport to represent. electorate.

My time has expired. | will quickly close | would also like to thank my constituents
by thanking all those who supported myin McPherson for returning me to parliament
election to this place. | will never give themfor the third time. | remember my maiden
cause to regret their support. speech, as | suppose must of us do as we hear

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Nehl) — maiden speeches. For all of us, it is an awe-
Before | call the honourable member folsOme occasion. For me, it was more than six
McPherson, | remind all members of thiyears ago. But it is a great privilege to be

House of the provisions of standing order 5#lected to this place in the first instance. In

which states: many respects, it is an even greater privilege
- be returned, as | have now been for the

No Member may pass between the Chair and arigird time. | want to thank my constituents in

Member who is speaking.
P g McPherson, which is the southern half of the
| request that all honourable members obser\%g

that standina order when moving in and ou old Coast—so | have got plenty of claim to
at sta g orde €n moving in a aving, in many respects, the most delightful

of this chamber. electorate in Australia. |1 thank them for
Mr BRADFORD (McPherson) (1.35 returning me with a substantially enhanced

p.m.)—I am delighted to see so many memmajority.

bers of the Labor Party in the chamber while

| am speaking. That has never happened | cannot claim to be Robinson Crusoe in

me before, and | am sure they would like t Rat respect because in Queensland all of us
stay and hear what | have to say. ad substantially increased majorities. Since
mine went from eight to about 18 per cent, |

| congratulate you, Mr Deputy Speaker, iy ess | might be able to claim just an inkling
your appointment as National Party deputys hersonal credit for it. Of course, all of our
whip and ask you to pass on my congratulgy,eensland representatives did exceptionally
tions to your colleagues, the Speaker and this|| and that is attested to by the fact that all
first and second deputy speakers. except two of the Queensland members of the

| have been delighted to hear the maideHouse of Representatives now are members
speeches that have been made so far on baththe coalition, members of the Liberal or
sides, particularly by those on our side. | havdlational Party. In fact, of the two Labor
been encouraged by the quality of the speakaembers that were returned, the now shadow
ers and by the sentiments expressed by mamyjnister for defence only just scraped back,
of my colleagues. The fact that | foundby about two votes. We went within an ace of
myself substantially in agreement with whatviping them all out so it was a great result
they said might be a worry to some of themfor us on this side.
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It was very exciting to listen to His was something that the former government of
Excellency’s speech in the Senate chambéhis country failed to deliver. We know why
the other day. it failed miserably to deliver that. It was

Mr Miles —Hear, hear! because its hands were tied at every turn. If

. they were not tied by the trade union move-
Mr BRADFORD —The parliamentary

X ment, then they were tied by the environment-
secretary agrees. It really was music to ouj movement, or by some other minority
ears. It was almost unreal to hear him spealg—roup that seemed to beat a path to its door

ing about the government’s plans for Australznq have the red carpet laid out for it.
ia, because on previous occasions when we

have been subjected to that terminology in the Mr Kelty used to arrive like that at this
Senate at the beginning of each parliament face, as did Mr Ferguson, who is now a
related to a government with which our sidemember. Mr Ferguson must be rather dis-
in opposition at the time, did not have mucHnayed. When he comes here now he walks in
agreement. But, as His Excellency spoke, the House of Representatives entrance like the
found that | was able to agree with probably€st of us.

everything he said. There might have been Mr Miles —Not in the ministry now.

jv%rge;@”lgsg‘i’gh_""h"’h | did not agree but it . gRADFORD —No, he is not. But,
' when he used to come here as the President

Mr Kerr —Most people thought it was of the ACTU, he would come to the
platitudes. Most people could agree with it. ministerial entrance, and the red carpet would

Mr BRADFORD —I am glad the member be laid out for him.

for Denison says that most people could agreepjs Excellency’s speech set out a new
with it. In fact, | hope that will reflect in your gjrection for this country. It is a direction that

support for the legislation. the people of Australia clearly wanted and
Mr Kerr —Most people thought it was substantially voted for on 2 March. The huge
platitudes. That's what | said. mandate we have attests to the fact that the

Mr BRADFORD —It was not platitudes. Australian people decided—very wisely, |
On the contrary, the legislation that Hi ight add—that there was a need for substan-

Excellency the Governor-General foreshadid! change in the direction that this country
owed in his speech— IS going.

Mr Latham —Name some. ~ The only thing that concerns me about that

. is that Senator Kernot has a particular respon-

Mr BRADFORD —I am going to. Just gjpjjity in the Senate. | have observed that,
wait, and you will get some in @ moment. ligince the election, she seems to have suffered
is legislation that | hope the opposition willfom delusions of grandeur and to regard
feel free to support. It includes workplacegrself to some extent as a de facto Prime
reform. Obviously, that is something that youyinister. She is not. The coalition has the
will not be able to resist supporting. Anotheimandate to govern this country. | hope and
piece of legislation is for the partial sale ofeypect that we will not brook from her or her
Telstra. | am sure the opposition will beparty or the other minority parties any inter-
overjoyed to vote for that legislation when Weerence in that process or any diminution of
put it forward. So it was far more than plati-the huge mandate that we have for change.
tudes. What His Excellency said in his speec{y/e intend to implement our program. We
was a program of comprehensive reforhend to deliver on our promises. | am sure
which will restore us— that we will not be deterred from doing so.

Mr Latham —Two bills! Might | observe that even Senator Kernot's

Mr BRADFORD —No, | will go on from suggestion that she should keep the ‘b’s—and
there. What the Governor-General set out ih will not use that word—honest, besides
his speech was a comprehensive program fbeing a severe reflection on the parentage of
the reform of the Australian economy. Thakeveryone in this place, was, nevertheless,
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most offensive to the many Australians whauch laws. In fact, in many respects our state
found it quite inappropriate as an electiorsystem causes us problems. There are some
slogan, particularly when it was uttered by aspects of it which obviously need to be
woman. | think that it probably did not serveattended to, but clearly there is a need for
the Democrats’ purpose well at all. uniform national gun laws. It seems ridiculous

As others have observed, the opening eveﬂgé me, for instance, as one who lives in a
of this week, when many of us have had ouporder town and in a border area, that the
families here to enjoy the celebration of ouf@Ws On one side of the border on this particu-
return or election to this place, have beeff! issué could differ from the laws on the
subdued by the tragedy in Tasmania. | woul@ther side. Of course, there are plenty of other
like to add to the many words that have beef*@mples where our laws let us down in that
spoken here my condolences to those wH§SPect.
have been bereaved by that terrible event. 1| do not think there can be any doubt about
wish a speedy recovery to those who arghe desirability of strict control of the owner-
suffering as a result of it.  am humbled to b&hip of automatic and semi-automatic
able to count myself amongst those who pasgeapons in particular, nor can there be any
on those sentiments. doubt about the need to control the sale of
However, | make the observation thagmmunition to licensed gun owners. However,
tragedy has a strange way of uniting us i@s others have observed in the debate so far,
Australia. We have seen that in the worldhis tragedy is a symptom of a much more
wars. We have seen it in other instances. [anderlying problem in our society, and tighter
a unique and unfortunate way, we have se€iin control laws alone may not prevent a
the capacity of the tragedy in Tasmania téepeat of this tragedy.

unite Australians. In a very small way and, As the Leader of the Opposition mentioned
certainly for those who have been affectegh his speech on the opening day of parlia-
directly, in a way which they would not havement, if we are to decrease the number and
wanted, the Australian community have beegcale of further such tragedies we need to
brought together by that tragedy as we havgok more closely at the culture of violence
prayed for those people. which pervades our community. The Leader
From my point of view, the bringing to- of the Opposition referred at the time to
gether of the community has been one of thetatistics which | had heard before but which
most significant outcomes of the tragedy. Weeally make the point very well, and | will
have seen Australia joined in prayer for théepeat them. They are actually United States
victims. We have the seen this country'statistics but | believe they apply here. | am
Prime Minister (Mr Howard) and its Leadersure that any of us with children would agree
of the Opposition (Mr Beazley) praying forthat they apply here.
those people. | must say that, for me, that has e giatistics recognise that in the United
been poignant and significant, and by those (étates the average child watches 21 hours of
us who think we are important and powerfulry ey week and consults their father in
here there has been a recognition that there fivacy for five minutes per week and their
beyond us someone who is far m%re Powerflh niher for 20 minutes a week. The important
and influential than we can ever hope to bepoint to make is that, by the time such chil-

Various media outlets have responded onaren are 18—and let us assume the same
again by provoking, to some extent, thepplies to Australian children—they will have
debate on tighter gun control. | suppose someitnessed 18,000 violent deaths. One does not
of that was unavoidable. One page | saw ihave to be an expert in psychology to under-
the Telegraph Mirror today was probably stand and expect that that is going to have
going a little too far, but | might observe thatsome effect on our kids. From having tried
the Prime Minister has committed himself tqust to monitor, let alone control, what my
uniform national gun laws. | do not thinkown children watch on free to air television,
there can be any doubt about the need fitr comes to me as no surprise that it affects
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our children’s behaviour and that ultimately support the work that a number of us in this
for those relatively few who are disturbed inparliament were doing in promoting the cause
some way, it is going to impact on theirof families.

behaviour outside the home. | was delighted by that particular commit-

| believe that our society needs strictement, and particularly the reference to the fact
control of the availability of many types of that families offer the best support and wel-
videos, as well as a more effective ratingare system yet devised. We sometimes forget
system for television. Clearly, when we gethat the family was the original welfare
down to debating censorship, | do not agresystem, and it worked very well. It is only in
with the libertarian ideal that adults ought tqecent years that it has ceased to work well
be able to choose to do or watch whateveifecause it has been interfered with and per-
they want. A small percentage of people neegerted and for one reason or another the
the protection of stronger controls on whagystem has failed. | believe this government
adults can view, what they are exposed to anghd this Prime Minister we now have are
what they can get from the local video storefirmly committed to restoring family values

just as a small percentage of people need ¢nd helping families to actually work again.
be protected from owning guns. Obviously, to

achieve that objective, there have to be much! believe there is an urgent need to wind
wider gun control laws. back the welfare state that we seem to have

. ) been lumbered with now. Welfare, in my
While gun control is now on the federalyjey, is for many people not the answer—it

agenda, | am also hopeful we will see & the problem. The advanced welfare state
strong commitment from this government tasngs up in a web of arbitrary cruelty and

introduce stricter guidelines for the Contrc"irrationality. We could take hundreds of
and distribution of X-rated videos and sexualaxamples; but let us briefly take the promise
ly explicit and violent magazines, movies an‘gf this great universal free health care system
video games. | have noted that in many casggs have, run up against the reality of scarcity.
mass murderers and rapists who have commiige have people facing that every day. Most
ted horrific crimes had reportedly watchegst s in this place have calls every day from
violent or sexually explicit videos prior to the constituents complaining that they cannot get
offence. And | might remark that apparenty nogpital bed for a relatively important
ly—and | say ‘apparently —police have foundgperation. It might be classed quaintly as
violent videos in the home of the perpetratofg|ective surgery’ but, if people are in pain for
of that dreadful crime in Tasmania. the need of a hip or knee replacement, they
The Governor-General in his speech spoka&re not actually choosing that, but they are
about this government’s commitment tdorced nevertheless to wait. In some instances
family. He said: we are even presented with cases where

Reducing the economic pressure on familie@eople in a life or death situation cannot get
especially those with dependent children, is one ¢tCCeSS to the public system.

the government’'s most important and pressing ; }
tasks. The government believes that strong famil So the reality of that so-called great free

life offers the best support and welfare system yetyStem that we have is that it just does not
devised. work. Bureaucratic rationing becomes the

solution and clearly it doesn’t work either.

hy doesn’t it work? Because it has never
worked. It has never worked in this country
And it has never worked in any other country.
o we can see why it will fail here as well.
here are hundreds of anomalies created by
e system which has been imposed—

This government is strongly committed t
families. In fact, our commitment to families
in many respects underwrote our electio
platform, and | was very pleased that th
Prime Minister is committed to that cause. Her
is not a recent convert to the cause; he h
long been committed to the cause of families.
| remember him coming to me a few years Mr Latham —You haven't told us why it
ago and indicating how strongly he wanted tthasn’t worked.
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Mr BRADFORD —Members of the former close indeed, thanks to the former
government may want to defend the systemovernment’s efforts over the past 13 years,
that they have left us with. They were into that equation going over the line. It would
government for 13 years and they have left usave done so but for the good sense of the
with a legacy of failure; they have left us withAustralian people who on 2 March pulled
a string of disasters. Members of the formeAustralia back from the brink of being forced
government should not be interjecting withfurther down the track towards insolvency that
banal comments; they should be apologisingou were taking us down over those 13
to the Australian people for the mess. Wegears—an insolvency that actually and ironi-
have not heard from them in two days in thigally would have made us even less capable
place any contrition—not a whisper of contri-of achieving the sorts of objectives that you
tion or apology—for the 13 years of mess thatvould actually set for us.

they have now left us to clear up. But do not | ¢ongratulate the Australian people for the

let them misunderstand or underestimate OWecision they made on 2 March. They did not

commitment to the task which we will go make it lightly at all; in fact, they made it in
about to fix up those problems. buckets. But, contrary to the expectations of

The rational welfare state can only succeedhembers of the former government, they
when its citizens behave in an irrational waythought about it very carefully for a long
and that is by restraining their claims upon itfime. When election day came they could not
A Swedish economist—here is the formewait to get to the polling booths. In my
government’s model—wrote about 30 yearelectorate we had people lining up at 5
ago that a Swede, given a choice betweegiclock in the morning. They could not wait
hospital care and a holiday in the Mediterrato get in to vote. They voted for a change for
nean, would choose both. In the last 10 yeart)e better on 2 March—and a change to the
Sweden has gone from being the third riche$etter they are going to get.

developed country down to the 24th. If you aystralians on 2 March realised that a
want a model for failure, that is a pretty goodsystem designed to transfer income from rich
one. But we do not have to look as far agy poor inevitably ends up transferring income
Sweden, do we? Exactly the same situatiognd wealth from the poor to the rich. The

applies in Australia. From being one of thenempers of the former government might
wealthier countries, in the last 13 years Weue|| reflect on that. Despite all of their best

have gone the same way as Swed@xten- jntentions and endeavours, despite all of their
sion of time granted) talk about the social wage, during their period

Mr Deputy Speaker, that has not happendf government the rich got richer and the poor
to me in the past six years. | suspect thaiot poorer. Let that sink in. Despite all of the
most of the time that people on the other sidéfforts that you made to destroy this country,
have been listening to me they could not waflespite all of your socialist objectives, what
for me to shut up. | have never had an exterwe ended up with in Australia was not greater
sion of time before. So, while | have got it, 1equality, but greater inequality.

might as well get on with the job. | congratulate the Australian people for the

The legacy that you have left us to clean uﬁeCiSiO” that they made on 2 March that led
is one that will take us a little time but |10 @& change of government in this country.

reassure you of our commitment to thaf hey clearly made the right decision. We will
particular task. | might observe, perhaps 3Ot let them down. We intend to deliver on
little cynically, but it is an observation that&Very one of our promises. We look forward
many Australians have made in recent time2 the support that was foreshadowed at the
that the welfare state reaches full crisis wheffto!e arlier for our legislated changes. We
the ranks of voters whose interests lay prieXPect that, as a result of those changes,
marily in benefit growth outnumber the votergiustralia will be better off.

whose interests lie in private creation of The fact is that, contrary to what members
wealth. It is a fact that Australia came veryf the former government believed, poverty
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can be alleviated, but it will not be abolished, Mr HOWARD —I remind the Leader of the
at least not by any system that has been y@pposition that when he was in government,
devised. As members of parliament, we hawehich was only a few weeks ago, remember,
a responsibility to take care of the poor andhe and his colleagues initiated through the
disadvantaged. But the point needs to bEOAG process a number of proposals to
made that they need a safety net and not theing about a rationalisation of the roles and
hammock that you provided for them on saesponsibilities of the Commonwealth and the
many occasions. | look forward to being parstates in the areas he mentioned. The purpose
of a government that will deliver on everyof that was commendabile. | think it is an area
one of its promises and part of a governmerdf policy in regard to which, to the extent it
that restores this country to the great countrig possible, if there can be a common ap-
that it was in the past and will be in theproach between the two sides of politics, that
future. will be in the national interest.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER —Order! It being Let me make it very clear to the Leader of
approximately 2 p.m., the debate is interrupthe Opposition and to the parliament that the
ed in accordance with standing orders 101urpose of this exercise is not other than to
The debate may be resumed at a later hougnhance the delivery of services to the Aus-

tralian people. That is the sine qua non of
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE how we are going to behave. It is not about
dismantling services, particularly in the area

Transfer of Commonwealth Programs of health. What we have in mind is not a

Mr BEAZLEY —My question is directed Trojan horse for in any way undermining the
to the Prime Minister. | refer to reports todayMedicare system. But it is common know-
that the government intends to shift responsiedge amongst those people who understand
bility for some $18 billion in Commonwealth on the ground the operation of many of these
programs covering health, aged care, chilgrograms that there is massive duplication
care and housing to the states. Can the Prilpetween the Commonwealth and the states in
Minister guarantee that such a transfer ahany of these areas.
responsibilities would be accompanied by a Yesterday | referred to the issue of youth

transfer of sufficient funds to ensure cony,melessness. The leader of one of the wel-
tinued access to the programs by all eligiblgyre agencies | met a few weeks after being
citizens? sworn in, when talking about youth homeless-
Mr Tuckey—Mr Speaker, on a point of ness, said to me, ‘I don’t ask you for a dollar
order: the Leader of the Opposition is askingnore of resources, but | do plead with you to
the government to announce policy, which islo something about the ridiculous duplication
contrary to the standing orders. between federal departments and also between
Mr SPEAKER —There is no point of state departments.’ You know as well as | do
order. that providing services to people who need
) ] them is a veritable bureaucratic obstacle
Mr BEAZLEY —I sympathise with your course, a steeplechase, for many people who
problem, Mr Speaker. He is a difficult man.do not understand the terminology. They are
The National Party was a bit hard on him irbemused by the fact there is one source of
the last election campaign. It is understandaxpayers’ funds, yet there are often five, six
able that he is a bit morose. | continue myr seven government departments competing
question: can the Prime Minister guarante@ith each other to provide the service. That
that such a transfer of responsibilities woulgs the kind of thing we want to tackle. It has
be accompanied by a transfer of sufficiengot nothing to do with reducing the quality of

funds to ensure continued access to th&rvice delivery to the Australian people.
programs by all eligible citizens and that the

states will not be forced by a lack of Small Business
Commonwealth funding to cut these programs Mr ANDREW —I address my question to
or impose additional taxes and charges? the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister will
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be aware of the optimistic mood and the new Mr HOWARD —In Tasmania, who has a

signs of confidence emerging in the smaklery large clientele in small business; Mr
business community since the change dflark Kuperholz, who is the owner/managing
government in March. Are you aware, sir, oflirector of Everco Wiring Systems in Mel-

concerns that a failure to address the previolmurne, who has won the award as small
administration’s $8 billion black hole will businessman of the year on a number of
dampen this new mood of confidence? Caaccasions; and, finally, Mr Roger Du Blet,

the Prime Minister tell the parliament and thevho is the principal of a very successful small
business community what action he is takingp medium sized enterprise in Brisbane,
to fulfil his commitment to reduce the papemReduct Pty Ltd.

burden which is stifling the productivity of

the job creators? That represents a very blended group of

people. The membership of the committee
Mr HOWARD —I thank the honourable | also include the Secretary of the Depart-
member for that question. He continues higyent of Industry, Science and Tourism, Mr
longstanding interest in small business maisreg Taylor. You could not get a wider range

ters. | am very proud of the fact— of people who understand the needs, the
Mr McMullan —How to turn big ones into requirements and the difficulties of small
small ones. business in Australia.
Mr HOWARD —Have 13 years of Labor  The other thing | want to say—to underline
government. That is how you do it. the determination of the government to act in
Opposition members interjecting this area and that we are simply not just

. . assigning the problem to a committee and that
Mr HOWARD —Oh, yeah—got me on the it will somehow or another disappear in the

hook! | am very proud of the fact that one Olsand and not be heard of again—is that | can

the principal features of the coalition’s Cam’;z/nnounce today that, as down payment on the

gﬁgr}gv?ﬁeo%lgorgfmsltrrnnael?tbtﬁ s?r:?ezlé bgg;ﬂeis ork of the task force, the Australian Bureau

providing jobs and in increasing activity in f Statistics has guaranteed to the govern-

; . ; ent—and this is effective immediately—to
the Australian economy. | did commit myse”geduce the cost to small business of complet-

that we would establish a small busines - ;
: g statistical returns by 20 per cent and, in
deregulation task force to address the lev bing so, to minimise the number of occa-

gagincgsl]plf );'gdo,{hgatdtrfg?e,[aggefg[;gg Svrgﬁll ions that small businesses are involved in
report directly to me within six months of its f]? retyha? one ABStﬁOHeCt'Obn' ! cfafn say ;rﬂa:,
establishment and it would have as its remf-cop e FOmM NOw, e NUIMDer of Torms tha
a reduction of 50 per cent over a three-ye all business will have to fill out will fall by

period in the amount of red tape and regula—0 per cent.
tion generally to which small business was That is a down payment on the work of the

subjected. committee. It is an earnest of the determina-

| am very happy to announce today thélon .Of this government to do Somethlng
membership of that task force. The task forcEngible to reduce the regulatory burden on
will be chaired by Mr Charlie Bell, the Small business. We are not waiting on the
Managing Director of McDonald’s. Mr Bell, committee to tell us what to do; we are
aged 35, is regarded as one of the mo8glivering a down payment of reducing by 20
dynamic of the younger generation of smalPer cent the burden of statistical returns on
business operators. The other members of tRg1all business. If you talk to any man or
task force will be Miss Clare Grose, a partne/oman in Australia who is operating a small
in Freehill Hollingdale and Page in SydneyPusiness and ask them what their major
Mr Simon Hegarty, an accountant withcomplaints are, the first complaint—

KPMG in Launceston— Mrs Crosio—There is no woman on the
Mr Warwick Smith —In Tasmania. committee.
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Mr HOWARD —There is no woman! that we would be encouraging household
Clare—Miss Clare—Grose, a partner irsavings ratios. You would also be aware that
Freehill Hollingdale and Page. You shouldve made it clear that we would be encourag-
listen. ing savings generally. Of course, the best way

As | was saying, if you go around Australia®f developing savings in Australia is to bring
and talk to an;x mgan gr W(?man who is running® Commonwealth budget back into balance.
a small business, the two things they comi/hilst the Commonwealth is still a net
plain about most are, number one, the unfaffiSsaver and, under your policy, would have

dismissal law; and the second thing theytn down savings by $8 billion, the Common-
complain about most is the burden of red/€alth is making no contribution whatsoever.

tape. The Senate willing, we will do some- Mr Gareth Evans—Mr Speaker, | raise a
thing about the unfair dismissal law, and wepoint of order. On the point of relevance, |
have done something right now about thasked not for waffle but for numbers. | have
burden of red tape. The Bell committee—not had any nhumbers, and that is what | asked
which will give us, | think, the best re- for; that is what the question was about.

searched examination of small businessr SPEAKER —Order! There is no point
regulatory burdens we have seen for years @ order.

this country—I am sure, with the sort of men Mr COSTELLO —I was asked what the

and women who are on it, also will have an overnment proboses to do. and | am tellin
excellent opportunity to tell us precisely how? prop ' 9

you how the government will lift savings
we can further reduce the burden. ratios. The best thing that you can do to

| simply repeat: this government is absocontribute to the lifting of that savings ratio
lutely committed to the cause of small busito the level that is required, in the light of
ness in Australia. We believe in it; we believg,our failures in foreign debt and your failures
it will be a great job provider; and we believejn relation to the balance of payments, would
it will be a great part of the engine of ecoe to support the government in its aim to

nomic growth and economic recovery in thisyring the budget back into balance.
country. At every level of government activity

; ; : This is the great test for this opposition: do
we are going to do things to give smal . ; . o
business incentive and to lift the shackles gf°" believe in balancing the budget within

. _1wo years time; will you contribute to raising
paperwork and the shackles of overregulatio avings ratios; or will you be wanton, as you

Gross National Savings have bee_:n in the past? Join the government,
Mr GARETH EVANS —My question is support its economic program and make a

addressed to the Treasurer. What i;;ontribution to the national effort.
Australia’s gross national saving rate at the Sale of Telstra

moment and by how many percentage points \; zAmMIT —My question is directed to
do you expect it to improve during the thréey,e prime Minister. | ask the Prime Minister:
year life of this government? can he explain to the House the benefits to
Mr COSTELLO —I thank the deputy the Australian community of the sale of one-
leader for his question; | am prepared to takehird of Telstra? What is the Prime Minister's
my place here on the ALP pick-a-box quesreaction to reports that some people are still
tion time. Let me say that, as a proportion ohot prepared to accept the verdict of the
GDP, our savings ratios are too low. They ar@ustralian electorate, which clearly supported
below 20 per cent, and it is our intention tosuch a move?
Iif_t them above. In r(_alation to household HOWARD —As everybody knows, one
disposable savings ratios, they are the Iowest ihe major policy planks of the coalition at
they have been outside the Great Depressigiy, |ast election was its commitment to sell
and outside the two world wars. one-third—and | repeat one-third—of Telstra
You would be aware that, during the courséuring its first term of office. We made no
of the election campaign, we made it cleabones about the fact that we would use $1
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billion out of the proceeds of the sale of onetoday we do have the sale of Telstra, | ask if
third of Telstra to pay into a natural heritagehis question is in order.

trust of Australia which was going to be used \y SPEAKER —Whilst the matter is on
exclusively to defray the costs of additionalhe Notice Paper the bill itself has not yet

environmental programs that are absolutelyeen brought into the parliament. The ques-
essential to Australia’s environmental futuregion is in order.

So, we have a very clear crystallisation of Mr HOWARD —I think it is worth noting
difference in the Australian community. Wethe fact that one of the elements of the
are in favour of the partial privatisatloln Ofgovernment’s Telstra p0||cy is that we are
Telstra for good and proper reasons in thgoing to give a preferential direct stake to the
interests of the Australian consumer. Telstrampioyees of Telstra in the float which will
is now, on fair measures, up to 50 per cerfe associated with the sale of one-third of our
less efficient than its overseas competitorgaterest in Telstra. So, those who oppose the
and those who oppose any privatisation ajne-third privatisation of Telstra are opposing
Telstra are therefore opposed to making oype preferential treatment that we are going to

telecommunications system more competitivgffer to the tens of thousands of Telstra
and more effective in terms of its overseagmployees.

competition. Another question | would ask of those
For example, Telecom New Zealand's totappposite: why are they opposed to using $7
factored productivity has doubled that ofijllion out of the $8 billion proceeds from the
Telstra in the period between 1988 and 1994ale of one-third of Telstra to retire some of
| ask again: why are people ideologicallythe accumulated debt for which they were so
opposed to a plan that is likely to remove thalemonstrably responsible over the last 13
disability? Consumers all over the world argears? Can | say to the parliament, and can |
deriving large benefits by way of lower pricessay to the Australian people through the
and better access to new telecommunicatiopgirliament, that we will be hearing quite a lot
services through a combination of competitio@bout this issue over the next few months.
and the injection of private sector capital int@ur position is very simple. Our position is
their telecommunications companies. | havgery straightforward.
to ask again: why do so many people on the \ye mage very plain to the Australian

other side have such a blind ideologicaf)eople what we were going to do. Before the

objection? 1993 election the former member for Blaxland

If the objection of those opposite was basegut his hand on his heart and said, ‘I will
upon a broad commitment to public ownernever sell the Commonwealth Bank.’ | said
ship | could understand it. | could understan@hefore the last election that the only differ-
you being opposed to the privatisation oknce between the Labor Party and the Liberal
Telstra if you were still opposed to theParty on Telstra was that | was honest enough
privatisation of the Commonwealth Bank. lto say to the Australian public that if we won
could understand that. At least there would bhe election we would sell one-third of it. The
some semblance of decency and consistencgbor Party, given its track record on the
in your policy. But you know, as well as Commonwealth Bank, was pretending that it
everybody on this side of the House knowsyould not do the same.

that there is no logic in your position and g tact is that we have credibility on this
there is no logic at all in an attitude that i§ggye. We told the Australian people that we
going to—if you persist with it and if others \yoy1q do it. You opposed it. You criticised it.
in the Senate— You lost the argument. The Australian people
Mr Crean—On a point of order: | draw said no. If you vote against this legislation,
your attention, Mr Speaker, to standing ordethe Labor Party will go down in history—
82 under which no member may anticipat@along with the Australian Democrats—as the
discussion of a subject appearing on thpeople in the Australian parliament who
Notice Paper Given that on thé\otice Paper blocked the most imaginative, long-term



272 REPRESENTATIVES Thursday, 2 May 1996

capital investment in the improvement ofprocess through to implementation. You have
Australia’s environment that we have seehad reports on the shelves for umpteen years.
over the last 50 years. For example, you had the Gregory report for

Let there be no argument. This is going téhree years and you did absolutely nothing
be a test of who really cares about long-terfith it. It would be good if the shadow
commitment to the Australian environment. [fninister could teach her colleagues that lesson
you want something done about soil degrad&€cause, in seven or eight years, you never
tion, who do you look to? The Liberal andMmanaged to make any decisions about aged
National parties. If you want something don&@ré in this country or move the agenda
about salinity you look to the Liberal andforward.

National parties. If you want something done Mr SPEAKER —Order! The minister will
about our coastline you look to the Liberaladdress her remarks through the chair. | have
and National parties. If you vote against thibeen making none of these assertions that
legislation you will go down as the anti-have been attributed to me. | remind all
environmental dinosaurs of the Australiarmembers of the parliament that you should
political scene. address your remarks through the chair. | will
Death Duties be very circumspect in those things that | do

say.
Ms MACKLIN —My question is directed i
to the Minister for Family Services. | refer the ™M'S MOYLAN —Thank you, Mr Speaker;
minister to her comments on theour Cor- YOU are very fair and even-handed in these
ners program on 29 April 1996 ConCerningmatters. The shadow minister even contri-
the aged care budget in which she indicate tedd to Of‘etﬁ.f the rr:anyl, rfnartlyl rt;apl_orts .?]”
that she was considering death duties amon et caretmh IS counﬂry. n dat(;]’ . de |ev]£e !
additional revenue raising measures. Will thé ot '€POrt she even flagged the idea ot co-
minister reconfirm that she is still considerin ayments.
that option? Mr Crean—Mr Speaker, | raise a point of
Mrs MOYLAN —I thank the new shadow order on the issue of relevance. The minister

minister for family services for the question.Was clearly asked whether she stood by

e : ; omments that she made on television in
,I[h?édi;g%eeegnh%\:gzéhﬁ %poeﬁgfsngyogea%scrsgeIation to the introduction of death duties.

find it interesting, however, that the shadovJ_here has not been one mention of this in the

minister should ask this question today b more than three minutes that she has been on
er feet.

cause, quite frankly, your party member o _

should hang their heads in shame at the Mr SPEAKER —I am sure the minister is

appalling condition— addressing the question. There is no point of
Mr Crean—What are you going to do? order. | call the minister, and | would encour-

age her to make her reply brief.

Mrs MOYLAN —A lot more than you have Mrs MOYLAN —Thank in M
ever managed to do; do not worry about thag, 'S —hank you again, Mr
You ought to hang your heads in shame at thgP2aker. | take your point. I have to tell you
absolutely disgraceful mess in which you} atlwasl not Eagglng dﬁath Faxe;. Y%“ were
have left the whole aged care sector in thi‘éqe people who were flagging death taxes
country efore we went to the election. Quite clearly,

e . . . . ou were the ones who were flagging death

| listened this morning with great interest a¥axes last year. There has been considerable
the new shadow minister, the member fogsacyjation in the media recently—
Jagajaga, gave her first speech to the parlia- . , °
ment. It was a commendable speech outlining Mr Tanner —So it wasn’t you on the TV~
her ambitions for the future, but | would Mrs MOYLAN —It certainly was me. But
suggest that it would be a very good idea if was asked a question and | said, ‘Many
the shadow minister gave her colleagues suggestions have been made and we have an
lesson on how to take the policy developmendbligation as a government to look at all of
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the suggestions that are put forward.’” That ithose who are poor. That is far more than you
all | said and it is no different to what youever managed to do in 13 years in office.

did before the election. We will be looking at . . .
the whole thing. Election Promises: Costings

There are several points | would like to Mr TONY SMITH —My question without
make. Firstly, there is always pre-budgefotice is addressed to the Treasurer. Has the
speculation, and that is unavoidable. Much offéasurer seen reports that half of the $8
the speculation is not new. Options like thdillion black hole in the Commonwealth
so-called death taxes have been around f8Hdget may be the result of coalition election
quite a while and, as | said, you shouldommitments? Can such a claim be justified?
remember that you flagged them before the Mr COSTELLO —I thank the honourable
last election. It is the left wing Labor govern-member for his question. Mr Speaker, you
ment that has always been— would have been as astounded as | was to see

Opposition members—Ha, ha! a report in today'sSydney Morning Heralthy

Paul Cleary, saying that the federal
thg/lrosne'ws?g%lgglnz)\r(eo?abgg.e always been government’s big spending pledges had

haunted it and suggesting that the Leader of
Mr SPEAKER —Order!. Members on my the Opposition had:
left, there is too m_uch mirth for a very sen- opened Question Time with the claim that up
ously based question. to $4 billion of the Budget blow-out was the result
Mrs MOYLAN —I would like to add to my of a funding shortfdl. . .
comments and say that there are some acutRat was a gross misrepresentation of the
pressures on the aged care program, and yqusader of the Opposition. Not even he
years of neglect have not helped that procesglaimed that. | do not know if Mr Cleary gets
We are going to bring about real improvepaid to write these sorts of columns, but there
ments—and | am talking about real improvewas no suggestion whatsoever. Let me make
ments, not just rhetoric. it entirely clear that when the Treasury esti-
Mr Speaker, one of our own members thignates were released—the estimates that were
morning said in his first speech that his fathegiven to the incoming government on the
was a worker in this country but he alwaydvionday after the election—they showed that,
wondered why his father did not join therather than a $3.4 billion surplus, as this
Labor Party. His father said that the reasogovernment had in its budget papers and

was that the Labor Party had as its philosoptgtood by during the campaign, in headline
‘Do as | say; not as | do.’ terms it was a $4.9 billion deficit, a difference

If we are going to bring about real improve-Of over $8 billion.

ment to the care of older Australians, we will If you looked at it in underlying terms, that
have to look at a range of options, not all ofs, taking out the way in which the Labor
which need necessarily involve a further caljovernment used to take asset sales and put
on taxpayers’ dollars. Many people argue that on the bottom line of its recurrent accounts,
part of the solution would be to ask thait had a $7.6 billion underlying deficit. That
people make fair and reasonable contributiongas the situation on no policy change. That
towards the cost of aged care services. | hewas the situation as the book stood on Labor
those arguments and | am here to listen tpolicy right up to and including election day,
those arguments. Obviously, it is somethings was announced by us when we came clean
which we as a government have to weigh upiith the Australian people afterwards.

as part of the budget process, especially givenThe coalition promises that it had put
the problems that we have inherited. forward during the campaign bear no relation-

I can assure you of this, and the Primeship to that whatsoever. They were put for-
Minister has also made this very clear; wavard and costed. It was in relation to those
have a commitment to take care of the mostostings—because we showed a $2 billion
vulnerable in our community and to look aftercontribution over three years to savings—that
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the Leader of the Opposition was asking his Mr COSTELLO —Mr Speaker, | am quite
questions yesterday. The point he was makirttappy to answer that question. The costings
was not in relation to where the account stoodf the coalition promises in relation to the
on a no policy change basis, that is, afinance material that you tried to put together
underlying $7.6 billion deficit. The point he were comprehensively answered in a media
was making was about entirely separateelease of 29 February 1996, and | table it as
commitments that the coalition had made anahy answer.
had fully funded during the campaign. The ;- SPEAKER —Order! The member for
full funding was explained in the press releasggwson.
of 29 February 1996 replying to the Depart-
ment of Finance, which only contested $1 Apprenticeships
billion and said in relation to the balance that \jrs DE-ANNE KELLY —Thank you, Mr
it would like further information—information Speaker. My question—
which the government denied us the oppor-
tunity to give to it. Mr Beazley—Mr Speaker—
Yesterday the government was asking me Mr SPEAKER —The question has been
whether | would table press releases. | answered.
quite happy to table that press release of 29Mr Beazley—I take a point of order, Mr
Februgry 1996. The L_eﬁder (_)f the Oppositiohe;peaker_ You called me—
yesterday was essentially trying to reargue the
argument about election costings which w ul\ggtigrleAKER —And you asked your
conclusively demonstrated in my press relea ' ] ]
of 29 February. It is an argument that we Mr Beazley—I asked for him to table his
won. It was an election that we won. In reladocuments. He tabled his documents and now
tion to the election your side came second.want to ask my question.
We won the costing argument. There is no Mr Reith—On the point of order, Mr
point revisiting it. The Treasury estimatesSpeaker: it is only one question at a time. On
which are totally unrelated, show that, rathethat basis he has had his question. We an-
than the headline surplus, the situation was $vered his guestion. What more can you ask
billion worse and in relation to the underlyingof us?
deficit was about $8 billion. They were the ;
Treasury estimates. They were released by Mr SPEAKER —I have recognised all of
: : e points of order and | have called the
after the election. They were available to thgimourable member for Dawson
incumbent government right throughout th i '
election campaign, and that is the hole which Mr Crean—Further point of order, Mr
the Labor administration would not comeSpeaker: if your view is that a question was
clean about and which this government novasked—
has to fill. Mr SPEAKER —The question has been
Election Promises: Costings asked and answered and | have gone on to the
Mr BEAZLEY —Having given a personal honourable member for Dawson. Resume

misrepresentation explanation on my behalf !’ seat.

could you please now just table the $4 billion Mr Crean—I have a second point of order,
worth of costings that Finance has done oNIr Speaker, and that is that if you are calling
your policies and you won't release? Buthe next questioner—

anyway, the question is to the Prime Minister. Mr SPEAKER —The next questioner has

| refer to the reported comments— been called.
Mr Howard —He has asked his question. \jr crean—Yes, but your responsibility is
Mr COSTELLO —I am— to call the person on their feet. At the time,

Mr Beazley—No, it was not a question to the Leader of the Opposition was on his feet.
you. You say you have got the costings ther&the member that you have just called was
table them. not.
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Mr SPEAKER —There is no point of For the benefit of the honourable member
order. Resume your seat. The honourabfer Dawson, | point out that apprenticeships
member for Dawson. reached a peak in 1988-89 of 62,000. It is

Mr Beazley—I take a point of order. I, of quite true that the decline in apprenticeship

course, have my back turned to the memb@Umbers is in part a consequence of the
for Dawson so | did not know whether theformer Labor government's high interest rates,

member for Dawson was on her feet before Which discouraged business enterprises and
%/estroyed tens, if not thousands, of small

was on mine, but if it is the case, as the =~ ,
Manager of Opposition Business said, that USINesses that would otherwise have taken
was standing here at the dispatch box to adg @Pprentices.

a question and there was no other person onThat reflects the failure of that govern-
their feet, then clearly the call should come tonent’s overall economic policies to encourage
me irrespective of whether or not it is thisnational savings. Instead, that government
side of the House that is rising. budgeted over three or four years some $40

Mr SPEAKER —I am well aware of the Pilion of deficit spending. That deflcit spend.
point of the Leader of the Opposition. Beingnd Nas damaged business opportunities in this

a person of considerable bulk myself, | digountry. The $8 billion hole that we are now

discern fleeting movement behind your backacing has been a key factor in the unwilling-
| have called the honourable member fof€ss of small, medium and large businesses to

Dawson ake on apprentices from that group of young

T . people who leave school after year 10. That

Mrs Crosio—She had to be lifted off her js the group that your government deliberately

chair. overlooked and neglected during its 13 years
Mr SPEAKER —The member for Prospectof government.

will curb her anger. The honourable member Thjs fall in the number of apprenticeships
for Dawson is having the longest introductions also a consequence of the fact that the
to her first question that | have seen in the 1%rmer Labor government deliberately neglect-
years | have been here. The honourablgd the apprenticeship system. They put it on
member for Dawson. the backburner and said, ‘It's all old fashion
Mrs DE-ANNE KELLY —Thank you, Mr now. We won’t worry about apprenticeships
Speaker. My question is addressed to thny more. We will invent a new set of one-
Minister for ‘Schools, Vocational Educationy€ar traineeships.” | must say that they were
and Training. Is it a fact that apprenticeshigot entirely careful with the quality of a lot of
numbers are no greater than they were #nose traineeships. They said, ‘We’'ll offer
19842 Further, what is the government pra/ou, instead of the apprenticeship system, a
posing to do to revive apprenticeship opporsystem based on one-year traineeships.’
tunities and, further, to what extent has the $8 Because the former government was so
billion deficit black hole contributed to the closely linked with its mates in the ACTU,
problem of youth unemployment? unfortunately every time small and medium
Dr KEMP —I thank the honourable mem_sized busines_s enterprises in this country saw
ber for Dawson for her first question in thisth€ word ‘traineeship’ they saw the words
chamber. Apprenticeship commencements af@?ion supervision’. As we know, most of
indeed now running at the level they were 131€S€ workplaces are not unionised. When
years ago—that is, 50,000 a year. Undoubted8y Saw the involvement of you and your
ly, the great decline in apprenticeships anfa€s with the traineeship system the last
other training opportunities in the workplacéning many of them wanted to do was take on
was one of the factors behind the unaccept trainee.
able levels of youth unemployment which the As a result, we not only had a fall in the
former Labor government bequeathed taumber of apprenticeships but also had a fall
Australia. This is a disgraceful legacy of thatn the number of traineeships and overall
government. training opportunities. The fact is that in 1995
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the number of young people in apprentice- In establishing this new system we will be
ships and traineeships as a proportion of thexpanding the role of group training com-
work force was the lowest for three decadeganies, we will be encouraging new oppor-
; tunities for young people to complete part
Mr Beazley—Rubbish! apprenticeships at the senior secondary level
Dr KEMP —The Leader of the Oppositionand we will be developing opportunities for
should check that. It has obviously come asew kinds of apprenticeships and traineeships
a complete surprise to him. You have beethrough the new flexible training agreements
listening to the bloke who is going to chal-that we will be proposing between employers
lenge you when he can get the numberand trainees. This new system will provide
together for far too long. He did not tell theopportunities for unemployed people across
Australian people the truth and he did not telall age groups, but we will have particularly
you the truth about what was going on. in mind that 20 per cent or so of young

Our goal is to revive, modernise and expan[:]e‘Jple who are not completing year 12 and

the apprenticeship and traineeship system 4410 Were appallingly neglected by the former

that there are many more opportunities fogoVermnment

these young people coming out of school after Unemployment

year 10 and beyond to obtain the kind of

quality training in the workplace that leads o Mrogﬁcl)ir,]é\KER —I call the Leader of the

to employment. We are going to get them of PP ' o

the merry-go-round that the former Labor Mr BEAZLEY —I say to the Minister for
government set up which took them aroun&chools, Vocational Education and Training
and around in these job training schemes bthat it basically doubled—the number of
did not in the end offer them the employmentraineeships and apprenticeships doubled—
they wanted. 90,000 to 50,000.

We are going to expand apprenticeships in Mr Tim Fischer —What is your question?
the more traditional trades, such as boiler- Mr BEAZLEY —My question is directed
making, automotive electrics, binding ando the Prime Minister. | refer to the reported
finishing, and welding, where there is a skillcomments by Mr Chris Richardson from
shortage which is due to your governmentAccess Economics in March this year that
We will develop apprenticeships andolanned federal budget cuts will reduce
traineeships in new industries, such as in theconomic growth and force unemployment up
information, multimedia and service indus+to nine per cent by Christmas. Do you accept
tries. that analysis? We have heard your target on

We believe there is great potential out thergMa!l business paperwork. Vghat Is your target
amongst employers in small and mediurfP’ "éducing unemployment:
sized businesses, as well as in larger businesMr HOWARD —The most recent authorita-
ses, to offer opportunities if the trainingtive comment | have heard on the impact of
system can be simplified, if bureaucratidiscal consolidation on economic growth came
costs, which have mounted over the last 12om Mr lan Macfarlane, the Deputy Gover-
years, can be reduced and if they can see thadr of the Reserve Bank—somebody respect-
training is about training and that it is noted on both sides of politics in Australia. He
entangled with the industrial relations systerdrew very heavily on some recent analysis by
in the way it was under the former governthe IMF on this subject and said the proposi-
ment. Accordingly, we will be moving to settion that fiscal consolidation automatically
in place a modern Australian apprenticeshipepresented lower economic growth had been
and traineeship system which is geared to thmisproved in the 1980s. He went through
needs of business enterprises and breaks awslyole pieces of evidence indicating that and
from the rigidities and industrial relationsthere was an IMF examination of that. So that
burdens which held workplace based trainings my response to the proposition that you are
back over the last 12 or 13 years. talking about, and | think what lan
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Macfarlane has had to say makes a great deainsultant to the Prime Minister—a saving of
of sense. 39 positions.

The Leader of the Opposition has asked me Mr Beazley—And aren't you all bleeding
a question that | was asked during the courgdl over the place!
of the election campaign and | am perfectly Mr SPEAKER —The Leader of the Oppo-
happy to try to answer it. Unlike the formersition will move to his question.
government, which set a particular target

which it had no earthly hope of reaching in Job Creation
relation to unemployment, | am not going to Mr BEAZLEY —My question is directed
set— to the Prime Minister and follows his state-

Opposition members interjecting ment that prior to the election he said that he
~would set no targets as far as unemployment

Mr HOWARD —You asked the question.was concerned. | therefore quote from a

| will give you a very direct and explicit speech that he made to ACOSS in which he

answer. At the commencement of this term ofalked about benchmarking his plans for

government, | am not going to set targets iBociety’s most disadvantaged. He said:

this area. | refused to do so when | was ifpe coalition is confident that we will achieve

opposition and | am not now going to dosignificantly better future job growth than Labor

them in government. Governments shouldould.

pursue policies which are designed to bring e you therefore committing to create sig-

beneficial results, instead of hoodwinking thqa]iﬁcanﬂy better than Labor's 730.000 new
electorate with targets they know can never t}%bs last term in your term? ’

achieved. Mr HOWARD —I said in answer to the
Ministerial Consultants last question that | was not setting a numeri-

Mr NAIRN —My question is directed to cal target, and that remains the answer.
the Minister for Administrative Services. Are  International Labour Organisation
there fewer ministerial consultants now than njr vAILE —My question is directed to the
in previous years? If so, what are the cosiinister for Industrial Relations. Will the

savings to Australian taxpayers? government maintain Australia’s membership
Mr JULL —Prior to the last election, the of the ILO?
coalition parties gave an undertaking that they Mr REITH —I thank the honourable

would massively cut the costs of runningnember for his question. The government
government and already we have movedill, of course, retain its membership of the
along the road in doing that. Already we havey O. Australia has been a member of the ILO
seen the Prime Minister institute a new sizéor many years. We have played a construc-
in the ministry; we have reduced the numbetive role in the past; we will play a construc-
of ministers; there has been quite a substanti@le role in the future. But | must say, against
reduction in the number of ministerial staffithat background, the government is grappling
and | am pleased to advise the House that wgith a significant problem in respect of the
are also taking on a brand new attitude tpudget. It is now well appreciated that the
ministerial consultants. previous government basically left the budget
The previous government had on thei8 billion in the red and that will require us
books an establishment of some 40 consul? |00k where we can make some reasonable
tants. The latest costs that | can get are f&aVINgs.
1994-95, when the cost to the taxpayer of The previous government’'s position has
those ministerial consultants was a massiveeen that they had cut the budget back to the
$3.5 million. Of that figure, $2.2 million was bone, that absolutely not another cent could
paid in fees and the travel costs were $1.Be saved by doing things more efficiently or
million. | am pleased to advise the House thattherwise. In fact, that is not right. In the
under this government we have appointed oridepartment of Industrial Relations, in respect
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of Australia’s membership of the ILO, a Job Creation
number of changes can be made that will \r cCREAN —My question is directed to
effect reasonable savings. the Minister for Industry, Science and Tour-

For example, we are going to withdraw thésm. In the light of the Prime Minister's
special labour adviser, which was an appointefusal to set a jobs target, | ask the minister:
ment made in the early 1970s by the Whitlanflo you still stand by your election commit-
government. The withdrawal of that one jognent to create 200,000 new jobs in the
alone will save taxpayers $390,000. The coghanufacturing industry by the year 2000?
of that job included: $100,000 which was Mr MOORE —I am very pleased that the
funded through DFAT; about $200,000 inmember raised that question, because as the
salary and allowances; and on top of that, thafrevious government has clearly left the
one position came with rental accommodatiogconomy in such a mess—
on the Rue de Lausanne on the shores ofy,. Beazley—Oh, really!

Lake Geneva—a very nice property which
was costing the Australian taxpayer $90,000 Mr MOORE —A tremendous mess.

a year in rent. Mr Beazley—A job growth three times
yours.

. Mr MOORE —I don't think | have to say
Mr REITH —Ninety thousand dollars atoo much more after listening to that. Quite
year in rent. It is a very nice home with thegjearly, the government has been left with a
rolling gardens down to the lake, the stonggnsiderable hole to fix up. The forthcoming
steps and the boathouse. | am not surprisgfdget will be directed towards growth and
tions has been transferred to foreign affairsq consequence of that, we would expect

We are also able to retain Australia’ssubstantial GDP growth and a very big im-
delegations in accordance with our membefrovement in employment.
ship, but we will not be sending half a foot- Mr Crean—Mr Speaker, on a point of
ball team to Geneva, which was the caserder: the question | asked was whether he
under the previous administration. Last yeawas sticking to the target. He did not answer
16 people went. This year three people amhat question.
going. That meets our obligations, and fur- \ SPEAKER
thermore it will save the Australian taxpayetys orger
$215,000 alone in travel costs in one year. '

Mr Anderson—How much?

—Order! There is no point

. , Australian National Railways
Finally, the former government's absolute Commission

obsession with things from the ILO led them . .
before the 1993 election to unilaterally en- Mr DONDAS —I direct my question to the
dorse and ratify convention 158 on unfaiMinister for Transport and Regional Develop-
dismissals. It was that single act which lednent. What is the underlying cause of the
them to draft the law which has been dinancial problems of the Australian National
burden on Australian businesses in respect &ailways Commission?
unfair dismissal. In redrafting these provi- Mr SHARP —I thank the honourable
sions, we will of course abide by internationamember for his question. After the election |
standards, and so we should. But we are nbad a meeting with the Chairman of the
going to be treaty driven, as the previoug\ustralian National Railways Commission,
government was. In our view Australian lawaMr Jack Smorgan, who had only fairly recent-
ought to be drafted in Australia for Australianly been appointed to that position. He said to
conditions, and not be essentially drafted ime in the course of our conversation that the
Geneva. So we will play a constructive rolepublicly stated financial position of AN was
in the ILO, but we are going to fix Australia’'s not a truthful explanation of the financial
problems here at home and not on some triposition of AN. In fact, | am sad to report to
to Geneva. the House that Mr Smorgan told me the more
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likely financial position that AN would Australia from the further losses that they
produce for the current financial year was notvould experience if we did not correct things
$26 million in losses, as was reported, but upt AN. Our second purpose is to try to do the
to $106 million. That was the best figure hevery best we can to protect the jobs of those
could come up with, given the lack of ad-people who work at AN, because the conse-
equate financial information. It could even bequence of the delay of the former Minister for
worse than that. Transport in doing anything about the prob-

This is an $80 million blow-out in the costlemS at AN is 10 put further in jeopardy the

of running AN, which further adds to theviability of AN and the jobs of those people

$8,000 million budget deficit that this govern-W10 work there. So to give a very short
nswer to the question from the member for

ment has been left to correct. So we no X .
have an $80 million blow-out in the operatingt e Northern Territory on the underlying

costs of AN. | asked Mr Smorgan how lon causes of AN'’s financial problems, | can say

he had been aware of this situation, and Qat the underlying causes are the financial
said, ‘For some months now.’ | asked whethgfiSmanagement of the man who brought you
he made the former Labor government awa?"@e disaster of ANL.

of the problem. He said, ‘Yes, late last year Incentive Schemes

| approached the former Minister for Trans- Mr STEPHEN SMITH —My question is

port—who is now the shadow foreign i teq to the Minister for Industry, Science
mlnlsterb— a;nt?] made him aw?ref %Nm)ll gon— nd Tourism. Has the minister seen recent
cerns abou efmar_magemﬁ_n Oh 'hn e(he eports of an analysis of government plans to
| put a course of action to him t a1t | thoughty, ¢ “incentives to business through cuts to
would help correct the problem.’ | aSkedtrade and industry development programs

‘What was the response from the the
Minister for Transport?’ He said, ‘The former%gﬁgrﬂzgh%eexmﬁiggrr kﬁég@’gf%&gg gi;ar?(tas

minister said, "Don't do anything about ity s seen those reports, that it is suggested that

now, it's too close to the election”. those cuts would lead to a loss of 80,000 jobs

If you work it out, each month that youby the year 2001. How would such an out-
delay correcting the financial problems of ANcome enable the government to meet its
costs the Australian taxpayer $9 milliongelection commitment of creating 200,000 jobs
which is further adding to that $8,000 millionin the manufacturing sector?

deficit. So | have decided that there is only pmr MOORE —The comments made by the
one course of action a responsible governmep{emper are based on a newspaper article that
can undertake to correct this particular probrealy carries no credibility. You would not

responsible course of action is to have a ful,gget outcomes. For that you wait until 20
review of AN's financial position, to include ayguyst.

in that review the National Rail Corpora-

tion—which as we all know is more than 50 Childhood Immunisation Rate

per cent owned by the Commonwealth—and mMr McDOUGALL —My question is
to ascertain the truth of the circumstancesddressed to the Minister for Health and
surrounding AN’s management. In order tqramily Services. Can the minister tell the
facilitate that review | have appointed MrHouse why Australia’s childhood immunisa-
John Brew, who was formerly the Chieftion rate, at 53 per cent, is so low? What

Executive Officer of the State Rail Authority steps will the government take to tackle this
of New South Wales and is a man with somgisgraceful, low rate?

40 years of experience in transport. He will
be investigating the truth of the financial bIIDr WO%LD?DSE —] thank trcliehho_nour—
circumstances surrounding AN. able mernber 1or s question and his Interest.
Australia’s childhood immunisation rate ranks
We are doing this with two purposes inthird lowest in the western world. It is so bad
mind. The first is to protect the taxpayers othat last year the rate of measles, German
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measles and mumps amongst Australiamopefully, will get us to a reasonable, accept-
children was 17 times the rate of five yearable international standard within three years.

ago. | have already said that the national immu-
Mr Beazley—We gave it to the states.  nisation register will go from a two-year pilot

. project to a program that will be ongoing and

ab[I)er \/rvngglﬁngI%GEos_nlé Issgue’tﬁzth?l’?igu(/;/ will have its funding secure. We are having
. to th tatepspin 1987£an d vou comdiscussions already with the Australian Medi-
g:venl 0 ehsd hands of i Y cal Association about the setting up of a
pletely washed your hands of It. You tOOlﬁ1ational immunisation day. Recently, at the
away all care. You took no national IeaderWorld Health Organisation regional meeting

ship and, in handing it over to the states, Yol polio eradication, | flagged the idea that

have created a condition where 42 kids hay > ;
died in the last 10 years from measles. ffas been very successful in one United States

of America state of having immunisations in
Mr Beazley—Mr Speaker, | take a point of shopping centres. We have already had pre-

order. We gave it to the states. liminary discussions with a major national
Mr SPEAKER —Order! There is no point shopping centre chain to institute th.IS.
of order. | hope that, collectively, these actions and

. the leadership of the Commonwealth—while
Dr WOOLDRIDGE —That is exactly what having the states implement it, which is how

| am saying. Bob Hawke had an inspiration, g 14 be done—uwill see us move from
utnotler ﬂ\](e sr}owert. Ybou Pfi‘ndedd It over t?] faving the third-worst rate in the western
states. Tou torgot about it and NOW We Naveyq4°to having one of the best rates in the

the third lowest rate in the western world. ”i/vestern world, in a term of the parliament
is not just childhood immunisation that is a ' '

problem; we are seeing a rise in tetanusTourism: Export Market Development
amongst older people and a complete lack of Grants Scheme
pneumococcal vaccination amongst peoplelvIr MARTIN —My question is to the

who have had splenectomies. Minister for Small Business and Consumer
Let me tell honourable members of a casgffairs. | refer to the Prime Minister's com-
that was told to me recently by a medicamitment to small business and to your
specialist who had heard me talking on radiggovernment’s specific election commitment to
One of his patients had had a car accident argktend the export market development grants
had the spleen removed. After you have hastheme to the tourism industry, particularly
your spleen removed, every five years yotfor the benefit of single tourist operators who
should have the pneumococcal vaccine. Thige a cornerstone of small business in this
young man had forgotten to do so and he gaiountry. Do you still stand by that commit-
a rare fulminating skin condition. In order toment?
save his life he had both legs amputated aner PROSSER—I thank the honourable

both arms amputated. That could have beqﬂ : :
: ' : ember for his question. The government set
prevented if he had had a five-yearly vaccingg i Cihe elec?ion campaigr? a significant

tion. range of commitments to business, particular-
I think it is one of our great public healthly to small business. Today the Prime
tasks to get childhood immunisation up to Minister announced one of the significant
reasonable level, to reinstitute tetanus vaccineemponents and planks of that commitment
tion for older people who have lost theirin regard to the small business deregulation
immunity and, for the substantial body oftask force. Our plan is to remove the com-
people who have had their spleens removeglexity of and compliance costs on small
to have pneumococcal vaccinations. What wusiness. With regard to the initiatives to help
are going to do is several-fold. First, with thesmall business, as the Prime Minister has said
states, we will set annual targets which weve are mindful of our obligation to keep our
will tie financial rewards to. Those targetsgelection commitments—and we intend to do
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just that. | might add that the biggest problenof the intemperate language of the former
small business will have in the future is thePrime Minister, who | gather did not leave his
obligation to fill Beazley’s black hole that language for departmental officers but dished
your lot have left them with. it out to leaders within our region, such as the

Mr Martin —I raise a point of order, Mr Prime Minister of Malaysia. So we had a bit

Speaker. Once again in question time todaff & 'epair job to do when we came to office,

Wg have seen a m?nister s?)ecifically avoid angnd the Prime Minister did it. How long did

aspects of the question that was raised. | adk@ke you, Prime Minister? It might have

you to rule under standing order 145 that thB€€n as much as two weeks. At least we were

minister respond directly to the question. able to develop a constructive relationship
with Dr Mahathir—

Mr SPEAKER —There is no point of . .
order. Mr Beazley—Mr Speaker, | raise a point

. of order. I do not think the minister can grace
Asia a couple of hours in a transit lounge as a

Mr HARDGRAVE —My question is great diplomatic manoeuvre.
addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Mr SPEAKER —There is no point of
It is a question of great interest to people irder.

my electorate. Will the minister inform the .\ HoWNER —Your problem is that Dr

House of the results of his recent visit tOMahathir would not have been prepared to

ﬁﬁlsatfalgg l;/ver;?]t avéegﬁcgg\ée the interests Ofcet the former Prime Minister in any transit
’ lounge. He would not have wanted to have

Mr DOWNER —I thank the honourable anything to do with him.

member for Moreton for his question. |

appreciate the great interest he has alrea g\/l : : . X

shown in Australia’s relationship with Asia.g iﬁgtgf?ﬁ'ﬂf;r%?flﬁgme with the former Prime

Honourable members might recall that duringl;vI ' _ _

the election campaign the former Prime Mr SPEAKER —There is no point of

Minister, Mr Keating, claimed that Asianorder. Resume your seat.

leaders would not deal with a coalition Ny DOWNER —That was a little later
government. when the former Prime Minister tried to do a
Mr Gareth Evans—Talk. repair job and then proclaimed that he had

Mr DOWNER —Or even talk with them; ﬂe\éeéoped this gr(;at relgtiﬁnsﬂhip wr?ert; a|||< he
is that right? This claim was very much ad done was pick up off the floor the broken

supported by other members of the Lab ¢hina of the relationship that he had previous-
Party. What we have been able to establishom destroyed.

7Y2 weeks in government, and that is all, is Mr Beazley—Mr Speaker, | raise a point
that Asian leaders not only are happy to dedaif order. Did the honourable member refer to
with us but in some cases seem to be a gotiim as a natural friend?

deal happier to deal with us than they were \;, SPEAKER —There is no point of

with our predecessors. Let me give the HOUSgqer, Frivolous points of order will not be
a very simple illustration. When the Laborigerated.

Party was in power it had reduced our rela- ,
tionship with one of our most important Mr DOWNER —In the 7%2 weeks since the
neighbours, Malaysia, to a very low level dugWearing in of the Howard government | have
. pore. | spent a very constructive hour with the
Mr Gareth Evans—You never raise any prime Minister. Indeed, a great deal was
hard questions with them. discussed about ways Australia and Singapore
Mr DOWNER —On this occasion it was can work together in the upcoming APEC
not your intemperate language. You kept thatummit meeting in the Philippines. | have had
for the departmental officers. It was becausa constructive meeting with President Suharto.

r Beazley—Point of order: Dr Mahathir
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| have met the foreign ministers of Indonesiapatch box to answer questions without first
Singapore and Thailand. | have met someeceiving the call from you.
thing like nine ministers in Indonesia. Mr SPEAKER —I thank the honourable
At the end of the day, what this has estabmember for his question. | do not believe it
lished is two things. First of all, leaders ofwill be necessary for me to examine a video-
countries in our region are very happy to dedhpe of today’s proceedings. Let us recognise
with the new coalition government and ardhat this is the first week of a new parlia-
particularly happy to deal with the polite,mentary era. | am sure that as things settle
decent, constructive Prime Minister that thislown all honourable members will make the
country now has. It is about time we had #ositive contribution to this parliament that |
Prime Minister who can deal with theseexpect.
leaders instead of resorting to personal abuse

and denigration, which is all we had from the , Question Time

. S, lot of discussion by the Prime Minister about
Finally, what we have done is in 7%2 week$ngependence in the chair. As you know, you

the Labor Party may have discovered Asia by se. Today we had an instance where the
the fact is that, when Percy Spender anflagder of the Opposition asked that a paper
Richard Casey were running around promoe tapled. On hundreds of occasions during
ing Australia’s interests in our region, youihe years of Labor government the opposition
people were fast asleep. frontbench and the opposition leader asked
We have built on the Casey tradition, wghat same question. Never once was that
are building on the relationships now that areounted as a question and taken off the
S0 important to us in our region and we havéeader of the Opposition as a question oppor-
destroyed once and for all the bogus clairtunity. | just make the point, Mr Speaker, that
that you pushed before the election that Asiayou have our goodwill and | ask you to
leaders would not deal with us. They ardeflect on today’s occasion and perhaps rule
delighted to deal with us, and some of therthat in future—
are very happy to see the back of you lot. My Reith —Mr Speaker—

Mr Howard —Mr Speaker, | ask that Mr O’KEEFE —Let me finish the question.
further questions be placed on tidotice  \i; SPEAKER —We are not going to

Paper debate this issue.
QUESTIONS TO MR SPEAKER Mr O'KEEFE —I am asking you a ques-
tion.

Question Time _ Mr SPEAKER —I am aware of the

Mr MELHAM —Mr Speaker, my question member’s point. There was some confusion
is directed to you. | believe that a viewing ofover whether or not one or two guestions
the videotape of question time today willwere being asked. | saw it as two consecutive
show that, in 17 of the 18 instances wherguestions from the Leader of the Opposition.
guestions were asked of ministers, ministershat is the end of the matter.
did not proceed to the dispatch box to answer ) )
questions until they were given the call by Question Time
you. There was one notable exception, and Mr CREAN —Mr Speaker, | have a ques-
that was in the instance of the Treasurer, whiton to you. | ask whether you will view the
proceeded to answer a question at the disideotape of today’s question time to ascer-
patch box without receiving a call from you.tain whether the honourable member for
So that there is no confusion, | ask you t®awson was on her feet before the Leader of
clarify for the benefit of the House whetherthe Opposition was on his feet, as you indi-
ministers are entitled to proceed to the diszated.
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Mr SPEAKER —I thought | had answered Mr BRERETON —I will conclude, Mr

that point earlier. Speaker. | am proud of the fact that | appoint-
ed Mr Smorgan to tackle AN’s financial woes
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS and | will not be misrepresented by this

Mr BRERETON (Kingsford-Smith) (3.18 minister telling untruths to the House.

p.m.)—Mr Speaker, | wish to make a personal AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORTS

explanation.
Mr SPEAKER —I present the Auditor-
bel\gasrﬁaﬁﬁﬁggo_ljo you feel that you have o nerars audit report No. 20 of 1995-96,
ghed: _ entitled Performance Audit—Diesel fuel
Mr BRERETON —I hmOSt certa}mly do. rebate scheme—Australian Customs Service
During question time the Minister for Trans- : e L
port and Regional Development (Mr Sharp% MOt'On (by Mr Reith }—by leave—agreed
stated in this House that before Christmas T
had been told by the chairman of the board of That:
AN that the company faced $106 million in(1) this House authorises the publication of the
potential losses and that | had told the chair- Auditor-General's audit report No. 20 of 1995-
man not to do anything about it because it 96; and
was too close to an election. That is what th€) the report be printed.
minister stated to this House. This not only
misstated the truth but also misled this House COMMITTEES
and misrepresented me grievously. No such Reports
figure has ever been put to me nor indeed
could it be put to me, because the figure dig Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Nehl) —|

not come into existence—Il now know—untilPresent the following reports from committees
15 April this year. of the 37th Parliament received by Mr

~ Speaker’s predecessor after the last sitting of
Mr SPEAKER —Order! We are not going the House in 1995 pursuant to resolutions
to debate the issue. adopted by the House on 29 November 1995:

Mr BRERETON —Mr Speaker, | will not Standing Committee on Community Affairs—"A
debate the issue. | have here the documelfair go for all—Report on migrant access and
which brought it into existence. It is a letterequity”, together with the minutes of proceedings
from Mr Smorgan to Mr Sharp, as Ministerand evidence received by the committee;
for Transport and Regional Developmentstanding Committee on Employment, Education
which has this brief rider: and Training—"Truancy and exclusion from

o ) school", together with the minutes of proceedings;
It is important to note that some of these figure

are estimates made by management based solely:gi{nt Standing Committee on Electoral Matters—
the information currently available— ectoral redistributions"”, together with the

) evidence received by the committee;

as at 16 April. It goes on: Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs,
The report has been prepared without the contriblbefence and Trade—"Bosnia: Australia’s re-
tion of the Managing Director or the Financesponse”, together with the minutes of proceedings
General manager who are on sick leave. Thand evidence received by the committee; and
information contained above has not been auditgi?- ; ; ; ;

; f int Standing Committee on Migration—
2325'%2:25‘3“(1 from monthly reports which are n6ly ,gyrajia’s visa system for visitors", together with

— the minutes of proceedings and evidence received

not considered— by the committee.

to be accurate. We believe, however, that this Ordered that the reports be printed.

information provides an important guide to the

likely result for the 12-month period ending 30 PAPERS

June 1996. Mr REITH (Flinders—Leader of the
Mr SPEAKER —Order! You have demon- House)—A paper is tabled as listed in the

strated where you have— schedule circulated to honourable members.
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Details of the paper will be recorded in theoffice at a position of unprecedentedly good
Votes and Proceedingand Hansard news for the average borrower of money for

The schedule read as follows business or household purposes—particularly

Industry Commission Act—Industry CommissionVia mortgages—given the point in the busi-
—Report No. 43—Vehicle and recreationain€ss cycle at which we now are. That is the

marine craft repair and insurance industries, 1position they inherited.

March 1995. They also came into office—since they
Mr REITH —I move: wish to make a point about the change in for-
That the House take note of the following paperard estimates by the Treasury—with a bud-
Industry Commission Act—Industry Commis-getary position better than anyone else in the
sion—Report No. 43—Vehicle and recreationajndystrialised world, bar New Zealand. As |
marine craft repair and insurance industries, l&/ill show later, New Zealand taxes like it is
March 1995, . going out of style. So the government came
_ Debate (on motion byMr Crean) ad- jnig office with a budgetary position better
journed. than anywhere else in the industrialised world.
MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE Even if you accept these highly conservative
Treasury figures, they amount to a budget de-
Budget Cuts ficit of less than one percentage point of
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Nehl) —Mr  GDP.
Speaker has received a letter from the Leadery;; costello—Do you accept them?

of the Opposition (Mr Beazley) proposing that .
a definite matter of public importance be, M BEAZLEY —Even if you accept them,

submitted to the House for discussion, namal€Y have a budget position of less than one
ly: per cent of GDP. The figures have already

The likely impact of proposed Budget cuts on th changed by now, as you well I_(now, because
Australian economy. §ou have another set of national accounts

figures in with probably greater than antici-
| call upon those members who approve ghated growth. So in all likelihood, that figure
the proposed discussion to rise in their placeggg gone down since that point in time, and
More than the number of members requiregour starting point deficit will be a deal less
by the standing orders having risen in theithan that.

places— It was a position that we would have killed
Mr BEAZLEY (Brand—Leader of the for when we came into office. It was a posi-
Opposition) (3.22 p.m.)—This governmention that was, in terms of the experience of
came into existence with an economy in @&ustralian governments, the most stable envir-
position better than any government comingnment they could possibly hope to gain. In-
into office in this country since World War Il deed, | was impressed by the unction of the
has experienced. They came into office witPrime Minister (Mr Howard) yesterday lectur-
an economy in growth about three-quarters ahg us on so-called concealed budget figures.
a percentage point across the board high@&his is the man who said, against our proposi-
than anywhere else in the industrialisedion, that in a budget—not just in an election
world—bar one or two countries. campaign, but in a budget—you ought to

They came into office with an inflation rate SUPPly forward estimates. His defence against
such as they were never able to produce f#Ping that, when he was Treasurer, was: ‘No,
years of government in the 1960s and 197088cause forward estimates are notoriously
They came into office with sustainable wage&nreliable.
growth based on productivity gains twice that This was the man who received the news,
of our neighbour across the Tasman and aboaitweek before polling day in the 1983 elec-
twice that of the OECD average—wages gainon, that he confronted—in today’s dollar
based on productivity. They came into officderms—a $24%: billion budget deficit. And he
when our current account deficit was cominghose to conceal that from the Australian
down to sustainable levels. They came intpeople.
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Mr Kelvin Thomson—How much? uncosted election promises. There has to be

Mr BEAZLEY —A $24% billion budget & budget tightening if they are to be delivered
deficit. The reason we are now in the positioRy the time of the next election—uwithin the
that we are, with a budget structure so mucfamework of a three-year term.

more impressive than that of any of those 1,0 pjic servants being fired, those

Cc.’t‘;]m.”etﬁ trg?‘t W(:f- I'kﬁ:"htc; compare Olijrselt\;]e eople now contemplating the effective
with, IS the discipline that we exercised in N&q1apse of Medicare, those people—as

1980s. revealed here by the government about what
Where has that left us? It has left us as thean happen when you hand authority to a
lowest public spenders in the Western worldstate authority over a particular area—who
So if you go about a process here of budgegly on the Commonwealth for the funding of
cutting, you are cutting against a positiorhursing homes, who rely on the Common-
where we already are the lowest publigvealth for the funding of other forms of aged
spenders in the Western world. Consonagare, who rely on the Commonwealth for
with that, we are also the lowest taxers in theommunity services, who rely on the
Western world. This is a fiscal position thatCommonwealth for support for the education
any government would enjoy confronting. Itof their children, who rely on the Common-
is a fiscal position with which they canwealth for their pensions and to keep those
readily deal. pensions at 25 per cent of average weekly
As for that proposition that there is alleged€arnings, who rely on the Commonwealth for
ly an $8 billion budget hole, let me go intotraining support and support for their appren-
what the actual figure is. Every now and theticeships, and who rely on the Commonwealth
the Treasurer (Mr Costello) gets honest aboir their ability to sustain life when they are
it. It is $4.9 million, according to those unemployed and to have an opportunity to get
conservative Treasury estimates. Even if heack to employment, are all relying on the
decides to go to the underlying rate, in thre€ommonwealth in a situation in which we are
years from now—on those forward estiamong the lowest spenders in the Western
mates—it will be a $3 billion budget deficit. world, are being placed in jeopardy for one
On the headline rate it will be $4.9 billion. purpose and one purpose only, that is, to
Using the underlying rate they want to use, ithtroduce a Fightback-style of cuts and a
will be $3 billion. Fightback-style of pork-barrelling with no

That is why | asked the Prime Ministerundertakings to the electorate.
yesterday whether he would undertake, given | is yery interesting to look at what the
his view and the view of the Treasurer thaprime Minister now determines is an election
that $8 billion—or whatever particular adjust-pomise, what he regards as his serious
ment might come through a change in _T_reag'ersonal commitments. He appears to imply,
ury estimates: $6 billion, $7 billion, $8 billion if o read between the lines of the questions
or $5 billion—of fiscal tightening would be that were put down yesterday, ‘Don’t hold me
for that purpose alone and no other and hg my election promises. | will merely move
would not utilise it to pay for $4 billion worth ayay from my election promises gravely. |
of unfunded pork-barrelling during the lastyj do it with a low voice, my eyes averted,
election campaign. He gave no guarantee. Ngithout any flamboyance or bombast, without
guarantee was given that that would be thg,y attempt to conceal, other than those
case. stealthy means. | will not implement my

For anybody who wanted to sit down andromises, but | promise that when | don't
seriously look through the propositions thaimplement my promises, | will be humble
are being made by the government, that bleabout it. As | get stuck into the pensioners, |
the cover on any notion that they seriouslwill be humble. As | destroy the opportunities
consider what was required was $8 billiorfor children in schools, | will be humble. As
worth of budget tightening. What they havd rip away at aged care in nursing homes and
not been prepared to fess up to is theilsewhere, | will be humble. As | take it upon
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myself to tear down the social safety net thab superannuation; they are there most recent-
supports people when they become unenty in relation to, for want of a better term, the
ployed and gives them an opportunity to gebaby bonus. A whole raft of these things were
back into work, | will not boast about it. | trade-offs by Australians in order to lift the
will be quiet and grave as | do all these thinggrofit share of their employers, in order that
and | will be cheerful about what reallybusiness should prosper, jobs should be
matters to me. And what really matters to mereated and the economy would grow. And
is that pack of irresponsible election promisethey succeeded—the economy grew at twice
that | put down as initiatives during thethe rate it did when you were in office. The
election campaign. | will ensure, given that job growth was at three times the rate it was
was unable to fund them during the electiomt when you were last in office.

campaign, that | will fund them now.’ It is no wonder you will not commit your-

Whether it is delivered with bombast orS€lf 10 job targets. The Prime Minister implied
whether it is delivered quietly, this is deceitV& had no hope of achieving the 500,000 job
It is deceit knowingly participated in. It is target that we set ourselves. We set ourselves
deceit which started with a failure to properly2 600,000 target last time and got 700,000.
cost election promises. It is continued by §V€ Set ourselves a 500,000 target this time,
failure to table the finance costing of thos&Vith the full intention of creating that level of
election promises which now exist. It is ndoPS: He will not commit himself to a job
more valid to say, as you apparently want t&§r9et. He cannot. The reason why he cannot
do, that you ought to regularly update forward§ that his policy is not in train to do it.
estimates, which is your so-called charter of In these circumstances where he has no
budget honesty. It is no more valid to saywages policy—and they have none—they
‘Well, if we do that, we reveal statistics in theplace a difficult situation in a situation of
budget’ than it is to say, ‘Produce the actuatven greater difficulty by ripping out from the
costs of your election promises so we knowgocial safety net, from our social security and
what your real bottom line is.” If your real other elements of our system, all of those
bottom line is $8 billion, you have made it atexchanges that will naturally tempt Austral-
least $10 billion; if your real bottom line is ians as they confront the wage levels that they
$4.9 billion, you have made it at least $6.Jeed in order to sustain life and rear their
billion; if your ultimate bottom line is $3 children decently in decent conditions. They
billion, you have made it $5 billion. Which- invite them by that action not only to go for
ever way you choose to look at it, you havavhat they think their employers can get them,
created for yourselves in this area a massiveot only for what productivity entitles them
problem that you will have to deal with. to have; they invite them to chase after and

. . recoup what they lost as a result of a broken
The problem is, as you deal with it, yourgone deal.

actions are not without consequences. You are N .

not in a position where you are simply man-_1h€ combination of no wages policy plus
aging, for the purposes of a political explanPressure directly from what you are doing in
ation, some part of the economy and the refgc@l policy is going to create a situation
does not matter. That has consequences, all'§fere you will find yourself with a slowing

it. A substantial part of that social safety neECONomy which you are worsening by the
Australian workers traded wages against. WRroposals that you have, the propositions that
were able to restore business profitability iYOY have, which are going to slow growth,
this economy after your recession. We wer@"yWway.

able to lift the profit share, because Austral- You were left with a very good wicket to
ians were prepared to forgo certain wagbat on. You have been dissembling about that
increases in order to obtain other benefits—ever since. You have been dissembling about
and they are there in relation to child careyour wages policy; you have been dissem-
they are there in relation to changes in taxbling about your promises; you have been
ation arrangements; they are there in relatioissembling about the fact that you once did
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have targets in relation to employment, abpposition unable to cope with reality, unable
least prior to the election; you have beemo come to grips with it and, of course, unable
dissembling about the impact of things likeo make any sensible analysis of what the
the current account deficit; you have beepurrent economic situation is.

dissembling on every major economic statistic Let me also go through and document the

that you confront. _ line which is now put forward by the Leader
The problem is that when you bring downof the Opposition in relation to his economic
your budget, you will ultimately be held argument. Firstly, he says, ‘There is no
responsible for those consequences. Thopadget deficit.’ That is his first proposition.
consequences are going to restrain ngMButjust in case there is a budget deficit, ‘We
Those consequences are going to mean risiage against any charter of budget honesty that
unemployment. Those consequences are goiguld mean it would have to be disclosed.’
to mean, as a result of that, a lifestyle forrhat is our second proposition. Just in case a
Australians which they have not had tacharter of budget honesty did get through
confront for a very considerable period ofwhich forced a disclosure of the real state of
time(Time expired) the Australian accounts, ‘There is a hole that

(3.37 p.m.)—Mr Speaker, the Leader of thét filling it with a GST.” | must say that one
Opposition (Mr Beazley) started off on aof the more fascinating developments over the
familiar refrain of how brilliant was the 1ast couple of days has been whether or not
government of which he was a member for 181is opposition will embrace a GST.

years. In fact, if you listen to his proposition, | notice that Mr George Campbell, who |
it was a government which was led by &elieve is coming to Canberra as a senator—is
legend, it was a government that had a visionhat right>—some time this year, told the
ary policy, and it was a government whichaystralian Financial Revieyas reported back
was presiding over a public which had nevegn Tuesday 30 April 1996, that he had abso-
had it so good. So it beats me how thosgjte commitment to a progressive tax system.
opposite lost by 46 seats. A little bit of realityHe called for a wide review of the existing
therapy ought to be administered in relatioRystem, including examining issues such as
to this opposition. the GST and the possibility of wealth and
However, if you want to continue to believeinheritance taxes. Mr Campbell, of course, is
that the Australian public never had it s®ne of the leaders of the Left, and he is
good and if you want to continue to lecturecoming to Canberra to stake his claim to be
them about what brilliant successes you wer@, leader of the left wing faction. Mr Ferguson,
we will not disabuse you of that notion.of course, has his own claim; | think Senator
Politically, nothing could suit this governmentFaulkner has his own claim. This is a faction
more than an opposition which is unable tavhich seems to have more leaders than it
cope with reality. does members. But Mr Campbell is coming
edown apparently to urge on his colleagues the

The reality which you are unable to cop isdom of a GST

with—which never really makes it into the
recitation of what a success the Labor govern- | must say, there is a lot of economic sense
ment was over 13 years—is the reality of 8.4n a GST, and we argued it for three years.
per cent unemployment; it is the reality of aBut those of us who are in this parliament can
current account deficit the worst in theremember the merciless way in which the
OECD:; it is the reality of $185 billion of net then Prime Minister, Mr Keating, used it to
foreign debt; it is the reality of a Common-get re-elected in 1993. | cannot, | do not
wealth debt which tripled over a period ofthink, think of a less palatable economic
four years; it is the reality of a budget deficitprogram to put forward to the Australian
that, far from being balanced, as you trumpepeople than GST, wealth and inheritance
ed, was all along an $8 billion deficit. So wetaxes. But if this is an opposition that is
have a Leader of the Opposition leading aeeriously contemplating a policy platform of
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GST, wealth and inheritance taxes, then ian people throughout that five-week cam-
wish you all the best; | wish you every luckpaign the basis on which that campaign was
in the world. being fought. So after he had been caught,

Of course, if you can deny that there is an It?_r tfche Lrea;.;uryl its{?'f T]"?‘df. retler;l]sed the
budget deficit, there is no need for any of 2HSUCS, alter the election, his rst phase was

those things. Of course, that is the way idenial. But we have already entered into the

which the Leader of the Opposition began. HE€cOnd phase. The proposition that has been
said on 17 April 1996 in a doorstop: put forward in relation to his matter of public

importance today—the second phase—is, if

We don't accept the figures that have been pyhat were the case, it would be unnecessary to
forward. This notion of an $8 billion hole is IargelytﬁX it

a fraud—it is a cover, a blind. There are no statis .
ics produced by Treasury that indicated there was | said yesterday that the phase of denial

that dimension of a hole. reminded me of the president of the flat earth

‘There are no statistics released by Treasuf@ciety saying, ‘I do not accept that the world
that indicated there was that dimension of & round.” The Leader of the Opposition says,
hole.” Of course, he was completely wrong,L0OK, | do not accept that there is an $8
Of course, his claim was entirely false. Ofillion hole.” It would be like a medieval
course, what was released by the governmep@pe saying to Galileo, ‘I do not accept that
on 12 March was precisely what the Treasurthe earth goes around the sun. There you go,
had released to us—and it had released it f&x that one. That's over. | don't accept it.’
us on the Monday after the election. It couldThis is objective fact. It is released by the
have released it to the government on théreasury. That is the basis on which the
Friday before the election. In fact, it couldTreasury would have advised any government
have released it to the government on angt the time of the election.
week before the election—and yet the govern- The crime that was committed by the
ment had a policy of ‘don’t ask, don’t tell'. | eader of the Opposition—probably on
It is true that a large degree of the turnPolitical instructions; certainly as part of a
around was as a result of parameter changé¥litical conspiracy—was his failure to
It is true that, as a result of parameter charflisclose that to the Australian people. Now he
ges, the hole began to open up. But the crinf@@mes along, the denial phase having ended
of the Leader of the Opposition was not tha@nd the denial phase having been exposed,
the parameters changed but that he refused@gd he says, ‘If that be the case, then there is
come clean about it. All through the electior0 need to fix it.
campaign he was assuring the Australian Let me tell you this: the fact is that if Labor
people that the forecast that had been phad been re-elected Labor would not have
forward in the May budget stood, that thefixed it. The fact is that Labor was addicted
budget was in surplus and that it wouldo deficit and debt. But there is nothing more
operate in surplus for years to come. All thairgent in Australian fiscal policy than to
time that was false, entirely false, and all theeduce that deficit and get the budget back
time he knew it or had the means to discovento balance. If we cannot balance a budget
it. The fact was that he was assuring that a time when we are in a growth cycle we
Australian people that in headline terms therare setting up an Australian economy which
was a $3.4 billion surplus, when in headlingvould be fragilely exposed in the next down-
terms there was a $4.9 billion deficit. He wasurn. It is a disgrace that it has come so far
assuring the Australian people that, excludingnd taken so long for that to be done.

asset sales and debt repayments, the budgetye, of course, the Leader of the Opposi-
was in balance, when in underlying terms;,, “says “Oh, but look, think about the
there was a $7.6 billion deficit. political fallout from this.’ He says that we
The crime of the now Leader of the Opposihave to think about the consequences. Well,
tion, Australia’s worst finance minister ever| tell you this: the consequences will be much
was that he refused to disclose to the Australvorse if we, as a government, allow that
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deficit to run on; if we, as a government, dadence that has developed because we had the

not play our part to take pressure off interestourage to tell the truth to the Australian

rates. people; a courage which those opposite will
Let me make it clear on behalf of thishever understand; and a courage which your

government that we will do our part to reducdeader sought to walk away from by opposing
interest rates because we will do our part tg charter of budget honesty. How could you
help small business and because we will déo it? His position is, ‘I am against budget

our part to create jobs. It is essentially a jofonesty.” What is he for—budget dishonesty?
strategy. The fact is that he is. That is the sad point.

The IMF has pointed out in a number of The Leader of the Opposition comes in here
empirical studies over the last 25 years that@d cries crocodile tears, trying to whip up
strong assault on public spending does n@pPposition to a balancing of the budget.
have a debilitating impact on a nationafFssentially that strikes at the heart of Austral-
program of fiscal consolidation can contributdiouse should not be under any misappre-
to improved confidence in the economid'ension. This opposition has evinced an
prospects of an economy and lead to immedjatention to strike at confidence, regardless of
ately lower interest rates and thereby have dR€ €conomic consequences. Of course, it has
expansionary effect on the economy. That, 48 do so because, in the end, this is not a
shown by respectable economic studies, h@grliamentary party that makes its own deci-
been borne out in Australia by practicafions; this is a parliamentary party that is
experience. As a result of the fact that thi§iven orders. This is a parliamentary party
was a government prepared to come cledhat fronts in here as the political wing of the
with the Australian people and prepared t6:CTU
announce the programs to deal with the We often see Sinn Fein described in the
problem that it had inherited, we have seen amewspapers as the political wing of the IRA.
Australian community buoyed by confidencel often think of the parliamentary Labor Party
That confidence will contribute to economicas the political wing of the ACTU. The only
growth. thing | can say about Sinn Fein is that it

Confidence in the Australian economy hagrobably has more independence from the
increased dramatically since the federdRA than the parliamentary Labor Party has
election, according to the ‘Boardroom’ report{rom the ACTU. When the ACTU think that
a quarterly survey compiled by the Australiath€ parliamentary Labor Party might be
Institute of Company Directors and KPMG.getting too far away they send up some of
The proportion of directors who expected théheir ACTU presidents just to make sure that
Australian economy to improve in the nexthey keep an eye—
six months jumped to 32 per cent compared Mrs Sullivan—Keep the blood lines pure.

with 14 per cent in the December report. Mr COSTELLO —That is right—keep the
They knew that having a government irblood lines pure; just make sure as to what is
place which would not come clean with thehappening up here. They send up Simon, they
Australian people was not a governmensend up Martin, and no doubt they will send
conducive to investment. They knew thatip Jennie George in due course. She nearly
having a government which was tired and¢dame up as a senator. The anti-ACTU crowd
besmirched with scandal over 13 years wasom Sydney will send George Campbell
not a government that was conducive todown to make sure that Martin does not get
investment. They knew that a government thdtis own way in relation to the ACTU.
had no program to fix up and clean up the of course, we understand that your deci-
Australian accounts was not a governmenfions are not your own. The best decision that
that would engender confidence. was ever announced by the Leader of the
One of the most rewarding things over thé®pposition was the one that was reported as
last couple of weeks was to see the conftBeazley cuts close links with the ACTU'.
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How long has it lasted? That was 20 March, The first thing you do when you are setting
and it has not even lasted until 2 May. up a Costello con—and | wish he would stay
: . .around to hear it, because he would be inter-

The fact is that, after 13 years of fall_ure,_ 'fested, | think, in the analysis—is you make it

; Round like the Labor government overspent.
it would support a courageous government; g5, make it sound like it has been a matter

government that is determined to get it righto¢ o ¢4 mil ndin much on a weddin
and a government that is determined to ta of a family spending too much on a wedding

. d having to carry forward a debt for a
pressure off interest rates to help small busky mper of years thereafter as a consequence
ness to create jobs, to set the climate fQf ¢ gverexpenditure. But the truth of the
growth, to stabilise debt and to give Australig,,

: - atter is that the so-called $8 billion hole is
the kind of future that Australia deserves. simply a guess about what will happen in the

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Nehl) — future. It is notacalculatio_n or an accom_m@ing
Before | call the honourable member for Holtfor what has happened in the past; it is a
| might remind the Treasurer that the formeguess about what will happen in the future,
Prime Minister was not my leader. other things being equal, if programs are

unchanged so far as the comparison of the

Mr GARETH EVANS (Holt—Deputy flow of likely income and expenditure is
Leader of the Opposition) (3.53 p.m.)—Itconcerned.
took the Treasurer (Mr Costello) more than
his usual five seconds to get to it, but inevi- The second thing you do when you are
tably, predictably, inexorably, the centrepiec@utting together a Costello con is you use a
of his contribution today in his speech, otherpuffed up, rounded up, exaggerated, worst-
wise full of fluff and flatulence, was his case figure. There are actually two guesses
attack on the so-called Beazley $8 billiorfloating around at the moment on the figures
black hole. Let me tell you, that is not theproduced by the Treasurer on 12 March, but
centrepiece of this debate. neither of them actually involves a figure of

The proper centrepiece of this debate or arﬁB billion; and that is a point that the Leader

. f the Opposition (Mr Beazley) has been
debate about budgetary management in t ; s g
forthcoming months is a debate about thrilggularly making. The first guess is one based

Bn the overall budget headline figure—the

Costello con: the manufacture of a bogugne oy read about in the newspapers—
fiscal crisis in order to justify savage budgetyq 5 ise it is the key, the central, figure that
ary cuts which are simply not necessary as erges each Augus’t or May. '

matter of economic responsibility; which will
cause more pain than gain to the whole of the
Australian economy; which are not about
economic responsibility so much as th

That particular figure at the moment is
urrently being assessed by the boffins at $4.9

pursuit of a draconian Thatcherite, smal _iIIion, as has been said. A significant propor-

government, ideological agenda: and whicHOn of that, incidentally, is attributable to the

are designed to cover over the government22-9 billion in budget measures that we were
J g seeking and which the coalition blocked. If

]E)urgg:aedmeslev(\:/;itcr)lnltsrc?r\r/]vir;el;r.espon5|ny underyou take the underlying deficit—which the
professional economists tend to prefer—and
It is some con, the Costello con. It is not aake out the state debt repayments, the asset
simple little scam. It has quite a number obales and so on, you have a figure at the
dimensions to it and each one of them remoment of $7.6 billion but reducing to $3.3
quires to be answered separately; it needs bdllion by 1998-99. So the figure in question
be picked apart. You cannot just deal with itvhen we are talking about all this is not the
in a one-liner or two. Let me deal with and$8 billion, as is constantly thrown around; it
explain the elements in the Costello con ani$ either $4.9 billion or—if you want to focus
show why they constitute such a bogus issuen the underlying deficit—$7.6 billion,
so far as the Australian public is concernedreducing very rapidly to just over $3 billion.
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The third thing you do when you are settinglollar terms it represents a starting point
up this little scam is you create the impressiodeficit not of $8 billion, or anything of that
that the forecast deficit is a given fact—eaorder of magnitude, but $24.5 billion. That
matter of truth or falsity—rather than beingwould be a significant savings task. If what
simply a guess, a forecast or a predictiowe left you was a hole, what you left us was
about which there can be no particular cetthe Grand Canyon.
tainty. It has been made clear over and OVer rha fifth element in the particular scam

again, not least by Bernie Fraser in his spee hich is set u : L
: p by an exercise of this kind—
on 28 March, that there is not and cannot b nd we heard a lot of this today from the

any certainty about the growth figures Ofrreasurer—is to claim that there was some
}Nhg:h tf&lS_IE)rl;Oje_Ctlon of the 3ef|cn IS Primart- concealment by the Labor government of the
y based. They jump around. size of the projected deficit, which came as a

Ninety per cent of this projected deficit thatvery nasty surprise to the coalition and gave
the government talks about reflects simplyt, as a result, some moral authority to slash
those so-called parameter figures—forecastise budget. It was public knowledge late last
about growth, inflation and jobs growth—andyear that there had been a significant down-
those figures are notoriously unreliable. Theward revision of growth figures by Treasury
will change—they have always changed in thand Finance officials. Mr Costello, the then
past—and already, on the basis of the Decermpposition spokesman, was complaining
ber quarter figures that have come to hangublicly last December about the implications
since the Treasurer put down his particulaof this for the budget bottom line. In a release
projections, there are undoubtedly new foresf 21 December he said, ‘A huge hole is
casts which exist within the government an@pening up in Commonwealth government
which are not being made publicly availablefinance.” He specifically quoted Access
You create the impression of a fact abouEconomics around the same time making a
something which is inevitably and necessarilprediction of a $10 billion budget blow-out
not a fact but simply a guess which is necedor 1996- 97.

sarily uncertain. That is the truth of the matter. There were

The fourth element in the Costello con imo better figures available in the early months
that you create the impression that a startingf this year before the election than had been
point deficit of $4.9 billion or, to take the the subject of public discussion before Christ-
worst case, $7.6 billion, is a much moremas. There is no more responsible basis
serious economic problem than it actually isaccordingly, until now when the December
Of course the opposition accepts—as we difigures are out, for some new official projec-
in government—that it is very desirable, othetion to be made. No doubt an official projec-
things being equal, for there to be a return ton has now been made. We would like to
underlying fiscal balance as soon as possibleear it. We would like to see it. We would
But don't pretend that the increased deficilike to have it tabled. Where is it? Where is
projected for next year is one of anything likethe charter of budget honesty? But there was
crisis proportions, even if you accept theno concealment about the nature of the
figure—which will not be the final figure— problem because of the revised growth figures
that is the starting point for the budget. last year.

With an estimated GDP for 1996-97 of The sixth thing you did when you were
around $500 billion, the $4.9 billion headlinesetting up your Costello con—the sixth
deficit figure is less than one per cent of GDRlement in that scam—was to make a lot of
or, taking the worst case, the $7.6 billiomoise about $8 billion to conceal your own
underlying figure amounts to just 1% per cenbudgetary hole, which is some $4 billion
of GDP. Compare that with the $9.6 billiondeep. Coalition promises before the election
figure—the estimated deficit that we inheritedotalled some $6.8 billion over the next three
back in 1983. As a percentage of GDP thatears with a pretended $8.9 billion of offset-
amounted to 4.9 per cent and in 1996-9%ing savings to more than cover them, but
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Finance found $1.2 billion worth of specific Mr ANDREW (Wakefield) (4.03 p.m.)—
error in those. Another $1.3 billion involvedThe shadow Treasurer, the honourable mem-
costs that were unavoidable, like contracts arger for Holt (Mr Gareth Evans), has tried to
treaty reasons, if coalition policies werehide behind what he thought was clever
implemented and a further $1.4 billion worthalliteration merely to blind us to what this
of shortfall is evident in the $3.3 billion worth debate is all about. As you are aware, Sir, for
of costing that was simply too vague forl3 years—longer than any other member of
Finance to be able to make any calculationthe parliamentary Liberal Party in this place—
about. | sat on the other side of this chamber and did
diot taste government. For 13 years through
successive ALP budgets | heard ALP Treasur-
s stand in this place at that despatch box
d declare that they were bringing in a
autiful set of numbers, bringing home the

They are the elements in this enterpris
The whole thing is a bogus, manufacture
fiscal crisis. It has each one of those elemen
about it. Each one of those elements can

and has been very quickly demonstrated to acon. The reality, not yet refuted by the

utterly lacking in substance. shadow Treasurer, is that not one of the
As to the need to fix the economy at theébudgets handed down delivered the goods that
moment, what the Australian economy needgere promised. It is hardly surprising that not
at the moment is not a great big fat dose adnly the government but the community at
contraction of the kind which the governmentarge have no doubt that we cannot go on
seems determined to impose upon it, comi@/ing beyond our means and cannot go on in
what may, by pursuing this $8 billion worththe style that we have become accustomed to
of cuts whatever the growth parameters magver the last 13 years.
prove to be revised to be; what the Australian
economy needs is another one per cent Q
growth to bring us back to the four per cen
that we have averaged over the last thr
years which will enable the assault on th

fI wondered, Sir, what | should say and |
as struck by a remark made by the member
or Griffith (Mr McDougall) in his maiden
ec,peech. He referred to those well-known
. ; ; . words of Abe Lincoln. | do not want to quote
residual unemployment that exists in thli{tvall, but in the maiden speech of the honour-

country—very substantial unemployment—t e
be remounted. You cannot do that unless yoEEPIe member for Griffith, barely two hours

go, part of what he said from Abe Lincoln’s
gee;[]tgrowth back up from three to four pe'gltatement 150 years ago was this: ‘You

cannot establish sound security on borrowed
The contractionary impact of this budgeimoney’ and “You cannot keep out of trouble

slashing exercise will be immense. Westpagy spending more than you earn.’” On that
estimates it—and this is the general view ofiote | could sit down because the member for
economists—at half a per cent this yeaGriffith has effectively made the case that
another half a per cent next year. That is theeeds to be made for the government.
absolute opposite of what the economy needs
in order to get back to the growth that will di than it has b ina. That
make the real assault on unemployment. It i ending more than it has been earning. tha

not a matter of a Beazley $8 billion black2S Peen f_self—ewdg:nt from OrL]‘r ba;}laryce of
hole; the whole thing is a Costello con deP2YMents figures, but worse than that: Aus-
’ gallans have feared that their government

signed to do no more and no less than { ithin that nation has also been spendin
manufacture a crisis to give you the cover fof’ . > p g
ore than it has been earning. Lo and behold,

doing something which is not economicall)}II ; .
: 2 : hen we came into government we discov-
responsible, which is not demanded—in facered they were right.

the contrary is demanded by the economy—
which is designed to conceal the budgetary The speaker for the opposition suggested
mess you got yourselves into with your owrthere had been confected figures about all of
irresponsible, underfunded promise§Fime this. The member for Holt at least had the
expired) decency to stand up and say: ‘If you look at

Australians know that this nation has been
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these figures, there could be a debt of $7.8ore matches if they had let us play for
billion,” reining back in some fearless wayanother quarter—or fifth, as the case may be.

from the $8 billion projected. Are we expect- yqyr suggestion was that, for some strange
ed to be grateful for that? It is like saying: ‘I reason, all would be well if we had left you
am glad you are whipping me because now gere longer. The reality is, as the figures
least you are not breaking my legs.” Theayve indicated, that the budget has simply
reality is that we have a deficit that cannopown out. You have said that you do not
currently be serviced and something has t0 Rgant any contraction. | am afraid; if you will
done about it. pardon this rather mixed analogy, that what

All that we have been about since comingve have discovered is that it is going to be
to government has been to find a way ofery difficult to give birth to a better econ-
servicing the deficit that we have inheritedomy unless we are prepared to go through
So what have we said? We have said that os®@me minor contraction.

of the things we can do in order not to exces- we find ourselves contemplating the reluc-
sively burden the taxpayers of Australia is tqant sale of one-third of Telstra in order to
sell some existing assets. We thought abogktter position Australia to service what is not
that, then we discovered that a whole lot haghe national debt but the government's debt.
already been sold. We thought, for exampleyo-one on this side of the House would
about selling Qantas, but that is gone. Thgyggest for one moment that you can have a

Commonwealth Bank is gone. The shadoWation without debt or even a government
Treasurer tells us that all has been well angithout debt.

that these are a beautiful set of figures inherit-
ed over 13 years of ALP governments, whe
the reality is that all they have done has bee
to live beyond their means and mask i
through asset sales in order to sustain thej
lifestyle. So we have been forced reluctantl
to contemplate the one-third sale of a furtheé
I

We have all been in small business. Cer-

inly a great many more of us on this side of

e House have been involved in small busi-
ss either as employers or employees than

ave those on the other side of the House.
hose of us who have been in small business
now that small business contracts unless you
; D 0 have and sustain some debt. It is my
Bgdsge%}g;ge point at which it can reasonab xperience that the secret to success in small
' business and the secret to success in govern-

Mr shadow Treasurer, if the figures were Sgnent is to ensure that you can service your
good and if your performance was so magnifigept.

cent, why was it that running into this elec- \ypat has the previous government done? In
tion you refused to disclose these very flgE)rder to be popular it ran up a debt. It lived

ures? This is no ‘bogus fiscal crisis’, t0 qUOt&yt he Bankcard. Finally the time has come

yOEJ a few n;mutes a{%_o. Thg retaltlrt1y IS thaty here we have to recognise that we simply

uniess we do something about the presepl ., o on Jiving off the Bankcard because

debt, Australia will not be the secure natiory | day it has to be paid. So the Treasurer

we Wantt It to bde in financial terms. Your ;" costello) finds himself having to curtail

argument reminds me— Bankcard expenditure not because he wants
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Nehl) — to but because he has to.

Order! It is not my argument at all. Please There seems to be some impression oppos-
address your remarks through the chair. e that we enjoy cutting government expendi-
Mr ANDREW —The shadow Treasurer'sture. The reality is that we find ourselves
argument reminds me of Melbourne Cugorced into this in order to balance the
runners saying, ‘We could win if we could gogovernment books and to make it possible for
round another lap.” He reminds me, as é&uture generations of Australians to enjoy a
South Australian, of the Crows, who ardifestyle without the sort of excessive taxation
currently enjoying a relatively good seasonthat will cripple them. The reality, as much as
saying: ‘Last season we would have wonve wish it were not the case—and this was

Australian asset, Telstra, in order to get th
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out of the shadow Treasurer's mouth—is thave have lived and not run up a debt that will
we have inherited a debt nearing $8 billiomot be able to be serviced.
and that that is unsustainable unless we do\,. SEPUTY SPEAKER —Order! The

some cutting. time allotted for this discussion has now

There is a strange presumption that we ofxpired.
randparents or aged parents and that we do’ ELSTRA (DILUTION OF PUBLIC
not have any need for government facilities or OWNERSHIP) BILL 1996
any need to create jobs so we do not mind First Reading
what we are doing. The reality is that the gap _. . .
between us is one of philosophy but not Bill presented byMr Warwick Smith , and
lifestyle. We want to maintain effective aged€ad a first time.
care centres. We want to maintain effective ;
child-care facilities. We want adequate health Second Reading o
and immunisation procedures, as outlined by Mr WARWICK SMITH  (Bass—Minister
the Minister for Health and Family Servicesfor Sport, Territories and Local Government)
(Dr Wooldridge) at the dispatch box in ques{4.13 p.m.)—I move:

tion time. That the bill be now read a second time.

We are committed to a better Australia inThis bill is about the government delivering
which to live. We are committed to a socialon its promises. In marked contrast to the
wage. We proceed down this course napproach taken by the former government in
because we want to but because we are forcte cases of the Commonwealth Bank, the
to because of the lifestyle that was adopted dyederal Airports Corporation and Qantas we
the former government. We are saying thave sufficient regard for the electorate to be
Australians, ‘The obligation you will face is up-front about our intentions. We made crys-
to live within your means.’ tal clear in our election policy that if elected

we would introduce into parliament at the

Mr Deputy Speaker, in an electorate likeearliest opportunity legislation to sell one-
mine, and | suspect in an electorate likghird of the Commonwealth’s equity in Telstra
yours, | regularly meet farmers who say tdy way of a share float.

T i oot el understanc s This proposal is not about marying an
how the nation can be $185 billion in debt eological attachment to private ownership

e ith the necessity to balance the books.
and the government be $8 billion in debt an It e :
how it is all separated.’ | will use a Very(g\’lartlal privatisation of Telstra is one element

simple analogy because | am not an econ%f a broader telecommunications policy aimed

mist; | suspect sometimes that the natiofft 91VINg Australians a world-class telecom-
would run better with somewhat fewer oflunications industry in terms of not only

them anyway. | say to those people that th chnology but aiso pricing and quality of
debt we have is precisely like the debt tha ervice. The other key elements of our policy
you generate on the farm when you ar re the introduction of legislative and institu-
getting more in the front gate than is goin lonal arrangements which will promote
out. We are simply committed to getting mor ompetition in the provision of services and
out of the front gate and to achieving a mor reserve and enhance universal service.
productive Australia so that we can sustain We are committed to having legislation in
the sort of lifestyle that we not only wouldplace by the end of the year to establish
want to sustain but also would want ourclearly the framework for a more competitive
children to enjoy. We are here to trim thetelecommunications market from mid-1997.
budget in order to ensure that we have balFhat legislation will continue the universal
anced the books so that the household aservice obligation in an enhanced form, but
counts indicate that we can go on living asve are taking the opportunity in this bill to
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reaffirm the current requirements placed o@€onsumer Safeguards

Telstra and the other carriers. In ‘Better Communications’ the government

. Co , ' undertook to ensure that a world-class con-
Partial privatisation will both benefit Telstra umer framework was in place before any

as a company—by making it even more ress'artial privatisation of Telstra was initiated.

ponsive to market signals and better able ; :
compete domestically and internationally—tflahe government gave this undertaking not

. . ; . because it considers the partial privatisation
2rnedageeg ?rﬁgég'[eméﬂtsgzlg)%?tupr?iggg tgr%%%g ('an Of T_elstra will jeo_pardise current levels of
cient communications sector and reduction i erV|ce.'F|ar from it. The government expects
public debt via the sale proceeds—indee e partial privatisation to improve customer

some of the points that the member for WakeeTvice in the indusiry.
field (Mr Andrew) made in his contribution. As | have already indicated, the bill reaf-
firms the government's commitment to the

To these benefits the government has ald®y consumer safeguard—the provision of
added the benefits of a billion dollar trust foruniversal service. All Australians will con-
the natural environment. The importantinue to have reasonable access, on an equi-
companion to the Telstra bill is the Naturatable basis, to the standard telephone service
Heritage Trust of Australia Bill which will and payphone services. The universal service
establish a trust for the protection and rehepbligation will continue to be funded by the
bilitation of Australia’s precious natural carriers.

heritage with the first billion dolla_rs of the The proposed consumer framework also
proceeds of the sale of one-third of thgackies two other problems. First, it tackles
Commonwealth's equity in Telstra. Theperceived existing problems with carrier
government undertook that the proceeds §erformance by establishing appropriate
the sale of equity in Telstra would be used @ yarational requirements and enabling Austel,
retire debt rather than fund recurrent expendipq government regulator, to report on the
ture. The expenditure on the environmentyrriers' performance. Second, by establishing
planned for this program would be an investygge requirements, it removes grounds for

ment in Australia’s capital for the future.gny community concerns that the partial
Failure to enact the Telstra bill would, there'privatisation will affect current levels of

fore, entail forgoing a unique opportunity togaryice.

invest in the maintenance and enhancement o o ) )
Australia’s natural capital. Telecommunications is a vital element of

our social and economic infrastructure and

The bill contains a single provision whichc@nsumers—quite rightly—want to be confi-
enables the sale of one-third of the Commorfient that the system will serve them. It is to
wealth's equity in Telstra. Reflecting the@ssure consumers, both business and residen-

government’s undertaking that it would notid} that the system will continue to serve

sell more than one-third without obtainingthem well that the government has undertaken

another clear mandate at a later election, th@ implement a number of consumer safe-

bill does not allow the Commonwealth’'sguards prior to the partial privatisation.
equity to fall below two-thirds. Although these safeguards are being intro-

duced before 1997, they will be continued
The bulk of the bill comprises provisionsafter that date. These safeguards go far be-

aimed at safeguarding the national interest i)ﬁond anything offered by the previous Labor

world-class infrastructure and services beingovernment.

spread as widely as possible, a smooth transi-The proposed amendments to the Telecom-
tion from full public ownership to part private munications Act included in the bill, together
ownership and proper monitoring of thewith existing provisions of that act and the
continuing public investment through theTelstra Corporation Act, provide a world-
Commonwealth shareholding. class consumer framework.
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| will discuss the consumer safeguards iman be no doubt that Telstra will remain
more detail later, but first | would like to another ‘Big Australian’.
address sale-specific matters and outline other, aqdition individual Australians will be

safeguards in the bill which protect theype to have a direct stake in the company, to
continuing national interest, while facilitatinggnare in its growth and through their expecta-
the introduction of limited private equity.  tions which will be reflected in share prices
Keeping Telstra Australian spur Telstra to continue to improve its per-

Telstra has a vital continuing strategic role iffofmance. The sale processes will provide for
the national economy. Australia’s long-termpP€cial incentives for individual Australians
national interest therefore demands that it ng’d_Teélstra employees to invest in their
simply be sold off to the highest bidder but:®MPany- _

that it remains an Australian owned andhareholder Oversight

Australian controlled corporation. Another important safeguard is accountability.
Accordingly the bill amends the TelstraThe performance of Telstra, its board and
Corporation Act 1991 to: management will be subjected to the scrutiny

- restrict aggregate foreign ownership o a ill be reflected in share prices. In addition,

t1hl£6ig7 ggrsgpt ggx?e(;?ht'ﬁ estgl;e; IThTr?jlsg s the major shareholder, the Commonwealth

: ill retain the means to monitor its continuing
Telstra equity that can be held by person. ;
other than the Commonwealth: #vestment on behalf of all Australians.

. restrict individual foreign ownership to a 9T9h1e tthI %nggﬂ?es tpﬁare:ﬁgaggm%rggmgﬁ
tlhg??g ﬁ\% ceenrt ge"‘;]rt‘eor]??r']% S;%'ffég;ﬁlzt; ontinues to have access to information which
wealth e uitp 0 Telstra: is required for oversight of Telstra. The
_ quity T _ following reporting mechanisms are provided

. impose related offence, anti-avoidance and the bill:

enforcement provisions; . a power to require Telstra to give the
. ensure that the Telstra’s head office, baseminister financial statements;

of operations and incorporation remains in ,iiication by Telstra of significant events

Australia and that its chairman and the ma- ¢,rming companies, joint ventures, acquisi-
jority of its directors are Australian citizens; ons et cetera);

and
. . . obliging the Telstra board to keep the
- enable remedial action to be taken where yinigter informed of the ongoing operations
there has been a contravention of the OWn- ot Te|stra (with specific powers for the
ership limits and other requirements, includ- \sinister for Communications and the Arts
ing applications by Telstra or the minister .4 the Minister for Finance to request

for Federal Court injunctions and special gpecific reports, documents and informa-
provisions for prosecution of offences. tion); and

~ These provisions mean that even if foreign 5 requirement to prepare, update and pro-
interests take up all the shares which are \ige corporate plans to the minister.

available to them Telstra will remain over 88 . L
per cent Australian-owned and no individual The existing provision in the Telstra Act for

foreign shareholder or associated group gi'nual financial statements required by
shareholders can hold more than 1.7 per cepgction 316 of the Corporations Law to be
of the company. The government will notProvided to the minister and tabled in the

permit Telstra to be owned or controlled byparliament will be retained. The Auditor-

foreigners. With the requirements for incorpoS€neral will continue to have audit responsi-

ration, head office and base of operations tpility for Telstra.
be in Australia and for the chairman and the The reporting obligations in the bill have
majority of directors to be Australian, therebeen modelled on those in the Commonwealth

g}‘ its private shareholders, whose assessments
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Authorities and Companies Bill and arepost part sale would be overly intrusive and
consistent with the guidelines for ‘Accounta-incongruous with moving Telstra into a more
bility and Ministerial Oversight Arrangementscommercial framework.

for Government Business Enterprises’ estalisgie provisions

lished by the former government. The over- The final . ¢ f saf q
sight provisions in the bill are expressed to , "€ 'Ih& major category ol saleguards

apply despite the operation of the Corporar_elates to the processes for sale of one-third

. : f Telstra. The bill provides for amendments
tions Law, to remove any possible argume ! -
that the provision of information to therﬁotth(tehTelstra Corpforatlllpn Act 1't99'1 tto fact:|l|-_
Commonwealth as majority shareholder m (Iat e prlocije_ss.o selling equity Interests In
be in conflict with that law. eistra inciuding:

Placing reporting obligations in legislation’ exemptl.on.s from stamp (,jUty’
is the most transparent means of retaining appropriation from consolidated revenue for
access to information on a basis comparable€osts incurred in the sale process;
to the current arrangements. Since 1991 capacity for the Commonwealth to take
Telstra has been a Corporations Law companyover certain obligations—that is, guaranteed
with an independent board of directors, bound borrowings—of Telstra or Telstra subsidiar-
by that law to act in the best interests of the jes;
company. This will continue to be the case reqyiring Telstra to assist in the sale pro-
and Telstra’s business activities will operaté .qgq-
at arm’s length from government. The govern- " .
ment does not intend to intrude in the day-to- €nabling the Commonwealth to use infor-
day running of the company and the access toMation obtained from Telstra for the pur-
information is to assist in obtaining a broad P0Ses of the sale;
strategic overview, monitor the performance enabling the offer document for the sale of
of the board and management, and protectequity in Telstra to be registered under the
taxpayers’ continuing investment. Corporations Law; and

The Commonwealth’s statutory power to facilitating alterations to Telstra’s constitu-
obtain information from Telstra will be tion and restructuring of its capital to assist
supplemented by the inclusion of appropriate the sale process.
provisions in Telstra’s memorandum and I|n a joint press release the Minister for
articles for the purposes of shareholder oveFinance (Mr Fahey) and the Minister for
sight. These provisions can only be changedommunications and the Arts (Senator
by special resolution of the company with thealston) announced the government’s intention
support of 75 per cent of those who vote. to commission an extensive scoping study to

The government will also entrench a provienable it to determir_le the_ detailed arrange-
sion in Telstra’s constitution to enable thénents for the sale including the planning,
Commonwealth to appoint directors in propororganisation, management and structure of the
tion to its shareholding. The government willsale process.
take particular care to ensure the directors it The bill before the House is drafted so as
appoints possess the necessary mix of buso provide the flexibility necessary to facili-
ness, financial, legal and industrial relationgsate whatever detailed arrangements for the
skills to contribute effectively to setting thesale process are decided by the government
direction for the company and will actively after its consideration of the report of the
monitor their performance through the reportscoping study.

ing obligations placed on Telstra. The government is determined to finalise
The bill repeals the power contained irthe legislation as soon as possible. To await
section 9 of the Telstra Corporation Act 199he report of the scoping study before drafting
for the minister to give directions to Telstrathe legislation would jeopardise our timetable
in the national interest, from the date of saléor completion of the sale by mid-1997, and
of the first shares. Retention of the powejeopardise the availability of the sale proceeds
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to fund the government’s important environand Telstra and the Commonwealth and
mental initiatives through the Natural Heritagéndividual directors, a confidentiality agree-

Trust of Australia. The government is confi-ment and an undertaking that the Common-
dent that, by building flexibility into the wealth will trade shares only on the basis of
legislation, whatever sale process is decideal prospectus.

on will be able to be implemented. To facilitate the sale process, the provisions
The bill provides the necessary flexibilityin the bill relating to the provision of sale
in sale arrangements by defining the mechanformation to the Commonwealth and enab-
nism through which the Commonwealth’sing a replacement of share capital to be
equity in Telstra can be transferred to invesmplemented and changes made to Telstra’s
tors—Telstra Sale Scheme’—very broadly, sepnemorandum and articles of association are
as to include not only conventional singleexpressed to apply despite the operation of
tranche sales, but sales effected throughte Corporations Law. This is intended to
number of tranches, or through single tranchensure that the sale of Telstra shares is not
sales with instalment purchase arrangementgustrated or delayed by requirements under

Instalment purchase arrangements may klee Corporations Law, in circumstances where
necessary if the scoping study finds that thée rights of shareholders or creditors of
domestic equity markets wouid find it diffi- Telstra are not materially affected. In all other
cult to cope with equity raising of the orderfespects the sale will be conducted by the
of magnitude envisaged_which we ar@ommonwealth in accordance with Corpora—
advised is likely to be at least $8 billion—intions Law.

a single tranche sale. The bill also includes a provision to ensure
The bill allows for a number of different that the Commonwealth is able to ‘opt in’ to
models of instalment purchase arrangemenghapter 7 of the Corporations Law and there-
These arrangements would include modeBy allow a prospectus to be registered by the
where partly paid shares are initially purAustralian Securities Commission. This would
chased by investors, with subsequent calls fonean that the Commonwealth would be
additional funding being used to obtain thesubjecting the sale of its equity in Telstra to
remainder of the proceeds. Other modele same rigorous scrutiny as private sector
would involve a so-called ‘sale schemeentities face when they seek to raise or sell

trustee’ acting as an intermediary to hold thequity.

legal interest in Telstra shares for investors \ynan this bill is enacted there will be no
following the first instalment of the sale. ossibility of further sell-downs of the

Investors would pay later instalments to thaiommonwealth's equity without further

trustee until the shares were fully paid for, afoterence to the parliament via amending
which time they would be transferred t0qqigiation. The government reiterates its

investors. The bill would also facilitate the . - mitment not to seek the sale beyond one-
sale being effected through a number 0:fhird without an express mandate at a further
tranches of less than one third. election—this bill gives the parliament the
The bill includes measures to ensureneans to hold the government to its word.
Telstra, and its directors, will, and can, co-
operate with the sale process. This wilFonsumer Safeguards
remove any legal risk that the Telstra board | would like to return to the detailed ar-
could be in conflict with the Corporationsrangements for ensuring the interests of
Law by cooperating in the sale of theconsumers are protected.
Commonwealth’s equity in Telstra. Moreover -
the legislation ensures that Telstra will receivgommumg safeguards
fair reimbursement for any assistance provid- The new consumer safeguards being intro-
ed. It is also intended that these statutorgtuced by the government will be in addition
provisions be further supported by cooperto the continuation of several important
ation agreements between the Commonwealthechanisms, namely:
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. The universal service obligation, reaffirmedhe right to untimed local calls on fixed
in the bill, which will continue to require a networks to all customers.
standard telephone service be offered to all The obligation on carriers will not prevent

Australians; businesses choosing a timed local call option
. The untimed local call obligation, alreadyif that better meets their business needs. The

guaranteed by legislation, will be retainedjovernment is looking to maximise choice,

for residential consumers; not limit it. The legislation simply means that

. Price capping, which requires the prices fofa!"ers will need to ensure that if they pro-
a basket of Telstra’s main services t(ylde timed local calls they will also need to

reduce bv on averaae 7.5 per cent annualRrevide the option of untimed local calls. This
and the yprices forgindivid%al services tgPolicy will be continued after 1997 and be

residential customers to decline by one p corporated in the post-1997 telecommunica-

cent per annum in real terms, will continué°"S legislation.
to apply to Telstra until 31 DecemberCustomer service guarantee
1998—with a review scheduled for 1997- The second government initiative imple-

98—and mented by these amendments is the customer
. General prices surveillance will apply toservice guarantee. The coalition has long been
other industry players. concerned about declines in many aspects of

By amendments to the Telecommunicationg€TVice, particularly where there is a lack of
fompetition such as in areas of rural and

Act 1991 this bill adds three new consume te Australia. When i ii h
safeguards arising from our Better Communi-c/MOt€ Austraiia. vvhen in opposition, the
; o coalition played a major role in highlighting
cations policy: A : ; !
. ) the poor service being provided to Australians
. Extension to business of the statutorputside the major metropolitan areas. To

obligation to provide the option of untimedaddress this the government has decided to

local calls; legislate for a customer service guarantee.
. The customer service guarantee; and Telstra already has a similar voluntary
. Extension of Austel's power to make in-connection and repair guarantee. The bill,
dicative performance standards. however, makes three very important changes

to these voluntary arrangements:

The guarantee will be a legislated require-

Residential customers have long had, and ment and thus a mandatory requirement, not
will continue to have, guaranteed access t0 5 yoluntary undertaking;

the option of untimed local calls. In contrast, . .
while businesses have generally had access-tol "€ guarantee will apply to all carriers
untimed local calls in the past, they have not OPerating in applicable markets, not just
had this as a right by law. The government those who volunteer a guarantee; and
has recognised that this creates uncertainty forThe guarantee will be backed up by stiffer
business, especially small business; uncertain-penalties.

ty about one of business’s most important Th .
telecommunications costs. e customer service guarantee scheme set
out in these amendments has nine key ele-
To provide business with predictabilityments.
about its basic telecommunications costs, the - I .
bill amends the Telecommunications Act to 1 he minister will direct Austel, by disallow-
require all general carriers providing local call @P!€ instrument, to determine performance
services to offer all customers—business, Standards about connecting customers,
residential, charity and welfare bodies and any "€Ctifying faults and keeping appointments.
others—with the option of untimed local calls.. Austel will determine performance stand-
This will be achieved by omitting the current ards, including appropriate exemptions and
definition of ‘eligible customer’ and extending qualifications.

Untimed local calls for business
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. Austel will also determine commensuratéhis reflects the fundamental role of the voice

damages, subject to a statutory cap. service in contemporary life and the role of
. Carriers will be required to comply with thethe customer service guarantee in ensuring it
standards as a statutory requirement. IS readily available and reliable.

. Where a carrier fails to meet the standard, Austel will be directed to specify perform-
the carrier will be liable for damages whichance standards and penalties which reflect the
may be discharged by crediting thegovernment's policy announced in ‘Better
customer’s account or in a manner othelcommunications’.

wise agreed with the customer. Wider scope for indicative standards

. Where a carrier fails to pay damages volun- The third element of the consumer frame-
tarily, the customer will be able to seekyqork provided for in the bill is a widening of
damages in the courts. Austel's existing power under section 38 of

. If the council and board of the telecom-the Telecommunications Act 1991 to develop
munications industry ombudsman schemimdicative performance standards. The amend-
agrees to the role, the Ombudsman—aments will enable Austel to develop indicative
otherwise Austel—will be able to give anstandards relating to matters associated with,
evidentiary certificate which will constitute or incidental to, the supply of the standard
prima facie evidence of a breach of thaelephone service, goods and services supplied
standard in any court action. in connection with the standard telephone

. To enhance consumer choice, a custom&g'vice, and the supply of other telecommuni-

will be able to waive the guarantee in gations services which Austel thinks appropri-
manner determined by Austel. ate. These matters will include, but not be

: . : limited to, the timeliness and comprehensive-
. Austel will be required to review and b

; ness of bills, procedures to generate standard
annually report on the appropriateness a%ﬁl

adequacy of approaches by carriers i ing reports and any other billing matter.

carrying out their obligations and discharg- The government intends Austel to use these
ing their liabilities under the customerwidened powers to deliver certain government

service guarantee scheme. pre-election commitments in relation to the

It is expected that carriers will regulate theit’ eX|.ng ISsue .Of b.|II|ng.
own behaviour in the first instance. That isAncillary Legislation

should they fail to meet the performance ap examination has been made of legisla-
requirements they will be expected to credifioy affecting Telstra to determine whether
the customers account with the amount 0imendments are necessary or desirable prior
damages. Austel will be required to reporiy the part-privatisation. | am advised, as is
annually on the adequacy of approaches takeRe minister, that there is no additional legis-
by carriers to discharge their liabilities. Thetion which must be amended to enable the
ability of customers to seek damages in thggje to proceed. All current legislation which
courts should provide a further incentive forefers to Telstra continues to apply while
carriers to comply with the requirements. Tg|stra remains majority Commonwealth

To maximise consumer freedom, the bilowned, other than particular provisions requir-
also allows Austel to enable customers ting liaison by wholly owned Commonwealth
waive their guaranteed rights if they wish—companies under the Australian Security and
for example, in exchange for a rebate. Upointelligence Organisation Act 1979 and the
commencement of the legislation, the Ministenspector-General of Intelligence and Security
for Communications and the Arts proposes téct 1986. It would not be appropriate for
direct Austel to determine standards in relathese provisions to continue to apply to
tion to the standard telephone service antlelstra as a partially privatised entity. The
enhanced voice services, for example, cadxisting rights of Telstra employees are not
waiting, call barring and call forwarding, affected by the introduction of minority
available in conjunction with that service.private ownership.
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Summary . $80 million for the implementation of a
This bill is a clear indicator of the govern- comprehensive national reserve system to

ment's intent to do all in its power to deliver Preserve Australia’s biodiversity; and

on its election promises. It would enable the $100 million for a coast and clean seas

implementation of a policy that was clearly initiative to tackle the environment prob-

enunciated and debated in the election cam-lems facing our coasts and oceans.

paign. It would provide substantial benefits 19, 4qqition, all interest earned from the trust

all Australians as taxpayers, investors angij pe devoted to expenditure on environ-
those who care for our environment. mental projects and the further development

The opposition can hardly claim that theref sustainable agriculture, including landcare
is some national interest to be protected bactivities. At the end of the five-year program
retaining the company in full public owner-over $300 million will remain in the trust in
ship—no less a person than the former Primgerpetuity, held on behalf of all Australians
Minister, who made clear in June 1994 ono enhance the quality of the environment in
national television that there was no essentiathich we live.

significance in the ownership of Telstra S0 e of the most critical justifications for

long as it was subject to the compelitiveyq iniection of private equity into our major

disciplines of the market. Enactment of thige|ecommunications carrier is the need to

bill would continue the process of subjecting, chieve a more efficient industry and a more
Telstra to those disciplines while prowdmg_allemciem Telstra. Virtually every other country
the safeguards necessary to protect nationgl e developed world and many in the
and consumer interests. developing world, particularly in our own
So what we have is a bill which performsregion, are increasingly recognising that true
three vital functions for all Australians. Onshareholder accountability combined with
the environmental side the government imaximum competition is the best guarantee of
committed to establishing a $1 billion Naturalower prices and higher quality of service.
Heritage Trust which will be devoted tolndeed, Telstra is now the only carrier in the
protecting and rehabilitating Australia’stop 20 telecommunications companies by
environment. This is an historic and comprerevenue in the world which is not already
hensive natural heritage conservation prograprivatised or scheduled to be in the near
which can be made possible only by the uskiture. The onus is on those who have so far
of the proceeds from the partial privatisatiorbeen content to hide behind outdated ideologi-
of Telstra. cal defences of the public sector to demon-

The money invested in the Natural HeritagStrate that business as usual is going to be
Trust will be devoted to capital projectsanyth'”g other than a recipe for declining

designed to replenish Australia’s environmen@(;mpem'Veness for our majfor Cﬁmer ar}d
al infrastructure. Specific initiatives to be!nferior consumer outcomes for all Austral-

funded over a five-year period will include: 'ans.

. $318 million for a major national vegetation, Finally, the bill is a very positive step
initiative to tackle the problems of land andiowards rectifying our chronic savings prob-
water degradation in Australia; em—an issue which has been the subject of

much comment by economic commentators

- . . Y~ and most graphically illustrated by the Fitz-

Darling 2001 project to rehabilitate the vitalgeg|qg re%or? into ynational sav)i/ngs. The
Murray-Darling Basin; estimated $7 billion which will be devoted

. $32 million for a national land and watertowards reduction of government debt and the
resources audit to provide the first everesulting public debt interest savings will
national appraisal of the extent of land andemonstrate the Howard government’s deter-
water degradation in Australia and itsmination to achieving a balanced budget and
environment and economic costs to theend a powerful signal to both the Australian
nation; people and the financial markets that this

. $163 million to implement the Murray-
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process has at last begun in earnest. | hagpeech and | ask the House to extend to him
pleasure in presenting the explanatory memehe usual courtesies.

randum and commending this historic bill to pr MARTIN FERGUSON (Batman) (4.45

the House. p.m.)—I speak this afternoon as the represen-
Debate (on motion byMs Macklin) ad- tative of a traditional Labor electorate—the
journed. federal seat of Batman. Steeped as | am in the

history and traditions of the great Australian

MINISTERS OF STATE AMENDMENT Labor movement, | understand what an

BILL 1996 honour, privilege and duty it is to represent

First Reading this constituency. | stand here as the 10th

Bill presented byMr Jull , and read a first member for the federal seat of Batman since
time. it was proclaimed in 1906. In those 90 years

my constituents have only twice returned a

Second Regdmg .. hon-Labor MP to stand in this House. My

trative Services) (4.43 p.m.)—I| move: .
: ) The people of Batman have remained loyal

That the bill be now read a second time. to Labor because they understand the essential
Section 66 of the constitution prescribes th@alues of our party to stand up for the have-
maximum annual sum for the payment ofots, to redress the balance and to build a
salaries to ministers, unless the parliamemyore egalitarian society. They back Labor
provides otherwise. Amendments to th@ecause they know it is the only political
Ministers of State Act 1952, which sets th&orce which not only keeps up the struggle for
sum, are therefore required from time to time, fair share of the cake but also will deliver
to cover changes in the level of ministeriathose fair shares.

salaries or the number of ministers. The sum \ypiie my constituents maintain their faith
appropriated is to meet the expected costs RT Labor, it is obvious, looking around this

salaries and no more.. _chamber, that a large number of our fellow
The act’'s current limit on the sum appropri-Australians unfortunately do not have the
ated is $1,615,000. This sum needs to bg&ame commitment. This means that a con-
increased to $1,640,000 in the current finarsiderable rethinking and redefining of the
cial year to meet increases in salaries farabor role is needed by all sections of the
ministers under the previous government. Ipghor movement. As a new member of the
subsequent years because this government hagor caucus, | want to become an active part
reduced the number of ministers and reduces} that redefining, that rethinking of our
the salaries payable to ministers not in cabingflicy—rethinking what it means to be Labor
the sum required will be $1,600,000. Undefn the 21st century.
the arrangements in place under the previousg , pafore | come to that. | would like to
government a sum of $1,780,000 would have, | “about my first commitment in my first
been required in subsequent years. | comme m as a Labor member of parliament. That

the bill to the House and present the EXpIan%'ommitment will be to the people of Batman,
tory memorandum to the bil. ) an inner metropolitan Melbourne electorate
Debate (on motion byr Laurie Fergu-  which has for many years relied on a manu-
son) adjourned. facturing industry base that is now disappear-
) ' ing. The suburbs in the electorate include

GOVERNOR GENI_ERALS SPEECH Alphington, Bundoora, Coburg North, Crox-
Address-in-Reply ton, Fairfield, Northcote, Preston, Regent,

Debate resumed. Reservoir, Thornbury and Westgarth.

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs The people of the electorate are working
Sullivan)—Order! Before | call the honour- people whose priorities for their families are
able member for Batman, | remind the Housbetter job opportunities, better housing oppor-
that this is the honourable member’s firstunities, better educational opportunities,
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better health opportunities and support for theecognition. Moreover, | will work with my
aged. A comparatively high number of peoplé\boriginal constituents to deliver to them
in my constituency are unemployed due tevhat | believe all my constituents want—
industry restructuring. Those in jobs tend tequal rights to jobs, education, housing and
be in unskilled, low-skilled or traditional blue- health. That is what reconciliation is really all
collar trades. Nearly half of my constituentsabout.

speak a language other than English at homeTne first duty | undertook as the member
and one in 10 are not fluent in English.  for Batman was to visit the graduates of a
At the launch of my campaign in Batmangroundbreaking Aboriginal job training
| promised my constituents that | wouldprogram in my electorate. The ceremony for
commit myself to one major objective in mythe Aboriginal job training program was held
first term: to create new jobs, more jobs andt the Northcote Town Hall in my constituen-
better jobs for our community. Not only do Icy where 17 Aborigines graduated through a
want to keep companies such as Kodalgrogram run by a private indigenous com-
Diana Ferrari, CSIRO, Howe Leather angany—Yuruga Enterprises. Fifteen of the 17
Flair suits viable in my electorate, | want tograduates are now in permanent jobs.
help these and other companies in the Batmant js my view, and it is a Labor view, that
electorate expand to create extra jobs for myovernments have a responsibility to intervene
constituents. in the marketplace to give opportunities to all
| also appreciate the importance of smafustralians to fully participate—and to par-
business for my electorate, with almost 70 pdicipate equally—in our society. Working
cent of all jobs created under Labor being ifNation was a marvellous example of a
the small business sector. Importantly, government program intervening to ensure
believe that the local community, businesghat the benefits of economic growth in this
unions and higher education institutions—country of ours are shared by all sections of
such as RMIT and La Trobe University—carthe Australian community.
together attract new employers and develop The people who now sit on the government
new job opportunities for Melbourne’s northbenches have, despite their election rhetoric,
in high tech, education, health care angh just a few short weeks shown that they
tourism. It is also very important that we nowhave no real commitment to the have-nots. in
have in place the newly democraticallyfact the new Minister for Employment, Edu-
elected Darebin City Council. The councillorscation, Training and Youth Affairs (Senator
the local state MPs and | are already coopevtanstone) is ditching the very practical
ating with other organisations and individualsnitiatives of Working Nation, and often for
in what is the most important role that we albase ideological reasons. Just look at the way
have as representatives of our constituency-she abolished Nettforce, a primary example of
creating jobs. a successful initiative which matched the

As President of the ACTU | enjoyed andneeds of business to training programs.
was proud of the fact that | could work The people who now sit on the government
cooperatively with a variety of major corpora-benches, in their election rhetoric, told the
tions—such as Toyota, Sheraton, Heinz angbters how they were a changed party, how
Amcor—to deliver jobs for Australians. |they were now modern, soft and cuddly. They
would like to replicate at the local level whateven boasted that their policies were now very
| was able to do at the national level. similar to Labor’s policies.

As the member for Batman | am aware that Have they really changed? In the last eight
this electorate has the largest Victorian urbaweeks we have seen radio and TV news
constituency of indigenous Australians. | willoroadcasts and newspaper headlines which
work with my Aboriginal constituents to take us back 15 or 20 years. They are stories
deliver to them the recognition that theirs wastraight out of the early 1980s and the late
the original culture of this great land masd4970s. Go and compare the headlines. The
and as such deserves a special respect amlvs headlines talk about withdrawing rights
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to unemployment benefits. The ‘dole bludgerfigure is well over 70 per cent staying to year
tag is back as part of the rhetoric of governi2, and we should be trying to improve on
ment MPs. If you have any doubt about thathat figure. But, unfortunately, the current
just go to the headlines of the MelbourAge government is not prepared to set targets.

of September 1979. It says: ‘How Howard’s o ) )
axe fell on jobless.’ If Australia is to take part in the Asia-

. . acific economic revolution and the techno-
The morning news greets us with yeﬁ)gical revolution, we must continue to

another public service bashing story—job cut : >
from the public sector, the slashing of governgXpand on the educational opportunities

: s O vailable to our citizens. The most dramatic
ment expenditure or the ripping away of mor‘%hange in our work force which the new
money from social welfare or job creation.

Yes. vou should hang vour heads in sham overnment must take into account is the
S, Y . 9y : ; creased rate of participation of women in
It is done without any real consideration o

. S . he work force. On this note, can | say that
the impact on families and on regional AuSy, o -panae in the sitting hours for this House
tralia. It is all about scapegoats for their Owrhardly makes it a user-friendly workplace for
excesses.

people with families. Over the same period
Those election promises can be paid foe have improved the social wage in this
only through their budget cutting processesountry to give our citizens not just services
They are not really worried about reducingut quality services in the areas of education,
debt. They are worried about how they ar@ealth, social security, housing and communi-
going to pay for their own excesses. The trutfy services.
is that, now that the coalition thinks they are
ensconced on the government benches, they When the tories were last in government,
have stopped the pretences which helped thewnly 13 per cent of GDP was spent on the
win the election and they have started tsocial wage. Today we are past the 16 per
revert to type. cent mark, with specifically targeted and
Government ministers have taken out oft€ans tested benefits. We have improved the
their back pocket their real policies—'at€ at which the age pension is paid as a
Fightback. Yes, Fightback—that ugly set o roportion of average weekly earnings from

policies which were rejected by the peopl Zﬂper centhto ov%r 25 ptt_%r (;,Ient_. Most irgptct’]”'
back in 1993. It is a tragedy that at the end gi'"Y, W€ have dramatically improved the
the 20th century, when we should be goind®Mily Payments for children, which are now
forward, we have a government which has pdtS© regularly indexed, as is the case with the
us into reverse and is trying to take us bacRension, for increases in prices. Children’s

to the late 1970s, the early 1980s or even tHIAYMENIS, as a proportion of the pension, with
1950s. It just cannot be done. réspect to those under 12, have gone from

) ) _11.8 per cent under the tories to 16.6 per cent.
Australia has changed dramatically sincgor children between 13 and 15 years, they

those days. It is not the same inward lookingayve increased from 11.8 per cent to 21.6 per
country that we had in the late 1970s or earlgent.

1980s, when the conservatives last sat on the

government benches. Just look at some of thel do not believe the coalition can success-
basic indicators of those changes, and | afully turn all these advances back to replicate
exceptionally proud of these indicators. Undethe late 1970s and early 1980s. The more they
the Fraser Liberal-National Party governiry, the quicker our side will be returned to
ments, the number of working days lost pethe government benches, because these advan-
1,000 employees due to industrial disputeses are based on the essentially egalitarian
was 591 days. Under the Hawke-Keating ALBolitical culture we have developed in Aus-
governments, this had dropped to 194 daywalia. Yes, there are hiccups on the way.
In the early 1980s, our retention rates to yea¥othing is perfect. But at the end of the 20th
12 were abysmal—just over 35 per cent of theentury, as we move into the next century,
students stayed through to year 12. Today thAustralia can boast a political culture based
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on a sense of fair-mindedness, decency aminslating into opportunities for all sections
equality. of the community.

Despite Labor’s losses at the March elec- | am not going to pretend to give the
tion, | believe we still have basically a demo-prescription for this insecurity in my first
cratic-socialist political culture in this country.speech to parliament. | do not think anybody
It is firmly based in the long struggles of thewithin the leadership groups of the labour
labour movement and will never successfullynovement should attempt any quick prescrip-
be completely rolled back by the conservations. It is too early. We need to involve and
tives. The more they try to roll it back, theconsult with our grassroots supporters in the
more it will be at their own political cost.  party and the wider community. But | do

None of this means, | dare say, that we oRhelieve we have to face up to jthe insecurity
this side of the chamber can just sit and wagbout the pace of change which played an
to be returned to the government benchelnportant role in our defeat at the March
The message from the Australian voters waglection.
clear: ‘If you want us to continue to vote This should be the central issue of discus-
Labor, you had better rethink some of youkjon and debate within the party over the next
key policy planks.’ In an election in which weeks and several months. How do we
the conservative wolves paraded as sheegbuild that sense of security? What is the
pretending their policies were similar torole of government? Government, | believe,
Labor’s, we as a political force did not dohas an important role in providing the glue
enough to differentiate ourselves. that sticks a society together. But the question

| am proud of the last 13 years of Labois how governments should effectively inter-
government, but | do not think that Labor didvene. How do they create that sense of securi-
enough in the last election to show Australty in an era in which real economic power has
ians that we understood. We had the policieghifted from the nation state to the multina-
in place to provide the stability and securitytional corporation?

voters demanded, to meet the challenges andt you feel secure about your job and the
the widespread concerns about the pace Rfture of your workplace, it changes your
change in this great country. outlook on the world. If you feel secure, you

When my friends and | started out in thecan start to feel secure about your relation-
work force in the early 1970s, there was &hips, your family, your neighbourhood and
widespread expectation that, if | wanted, your community. If your job is secure, you
could get a job and expect to stay with thateel less anxious about the future of your
employer, expect to stay in that same type afhildren’s education. If your job is secure,
job, for the rest of my life, slowly progressingyou feel less anxious about your ability to
through the ranks. When my children, Berind good housing. If your job is secure, you
and Clare, start in the work force early in théeel less anxious about your ability to get
next century, they will have completelygood health care. If your job is secure, you
different expectations. They will probably stayfeel less anxious about how you will provide
with one employer for one or two years/for your retirement.

maybe five years. They could be working |n this debate about the creation of secure
from home and they will probably havejghs we need to find a way which is neither
several completely different careers, goinghe European prescription nor the American
back to educational institutions for retra‘”'”gprescription. The Europeans have delivered
several times throughout their working Iivesgood full-time jobs for a few—but at the

It is these massive changes which arsame time they seem to have accepted high
causing insecurity in our society. And it is notlevels of unemployment for many. The
just in Australia. It is a phenomenon acrosgmerican model has substituted full-time,
the West—that while the economies havéigh-wage, high skills, high benefit jobs with
started to boom, while there is real econominew part-time, low-wage, low skills, poor
growth, it is not translating into jobs, notconditions jobs.
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We should not think we have new and To my wife, Tricia, and my children, Ben
viable policies to attract back the voters ofind Clare, who | am pleased are in attendance
Australia until we have gone out and visitedoday, can | say that life with me has never
the people in the cities and the regions. Onligeen easy due to the demands of the work |
after a long and involved process of consultggerform, long hours and lengthy periods away
tion will we start to come up with new andfrom home. Unfortunately, | cannot promise
creative solutions to which we can get theéhat as the member for Batman that family
broad commitment of the Australian peoplelife will change. | just want to thank Tricia,

. Ben and Clare for all their encouragement and
| have spent the largest part of my Work'”%upport.

life in the union movement, most of it work- If | walk f i in the f

ing for that great organisation the Miscellan- T ! walk away irom parliament in the future

eous Workers Union, and more recently a%ith the same respect that my father achieved

President of the ACTU. It has been a greatnen he retired as Deputy Premier of New

honour. To my mentor, who got me started gpQuth Wales, having been a bricklayer who
y eft school at the age of 13, | will be proud of

the union, Ray Gietzelt, the former Gener :
Secretary of the MWU, | say thank you for™Y achievements as the member for Batman.

the opportunities you gave me. Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs
S Sullivan)—Before | call the honourable
My father, Jack, was an activist in the oldnember for Isaacs, | remind the House that
BWIU. My brother Laurie, whom | am thjs is the honourable member’s first speech

dellghted to sit with now in this House, wasgnd | ask the House to extend to him the
an officer of the miscos. My younger brotherysual courtesies.

Andrew, today is a leader in the CFMEU, the Mr WILTON (Isaacs) (5.06 p.m.)—I
gli?grss G[})Veot;lcj)trlgrrl] a(r)1fd t]neynncilfae?I Sh;i/'gog'sol\g%%ngratulate my colleague the member for

’ ; ' tman (Mr Martin Ferguson) on a fine first
teachers union delegates. speech

I will always have a deep and abiding There is no greater institution for improving
loyalty to the principles of unionism. They arethe lives of Australians than the Common-
sound, moral and just principles. But | willwealth parliament. There is no greater forum
now concentrate my energies on working fofor debating national issues than the Com-
my electorate and work to extend the party’snonwealth parliament. Nevertheless, | am
roots in the local community. Already themindful that the House of Representatives is
local party has some good people in it to helghe house where governments are both made
in this growth—people like those on myand unmade. If this House is to be more than
campaign committee, who played significansimply a house of debate and a forum for
roles in my first election campaign for Bat-debate, the Australian Labor Party must once
man. | thank them all. again assume the mantle of government. |

Nearly 50 years ago, Labor suffered a majq%eggﬁifvmg tigttlrgogﬁorts in this parliament

electoral defeat federally. After that defeat we .
| am proud to rise in this place today as the

were out of government for far too long. | do

not expect, under Kim Beazley’s leadership?W member for Isaacs. | take the opportunity
that will happen this time. to thank the people of Isaacs for their support

and, indeed, trust. You welcomed me into
In respect of my family, as some membergour homes and shared with me a part of your
of this House know, my father, Jack, andives. That experience certainly shapes my
mother, Mary, gave my two brothers, twoown internal directions and the aspirations
sisters and me wonderful opportunities irthat | hold as the member for Isaacs. To you,
life—love, encouragement and education. Fahe people of Isaacs, | make this commitment:
that | am eternally grateful. The sacrificed will work hard for you, listen to your
they made for their five children were secon@pinions and actively represent your views in
to none. this place.
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My family and friends well know how is the largest centre in the municipality of
moved | am to realise my longstanding goaCasey, the most rapidly growing municipality
to represent the people of Isaacs and, d@f Australia today.
course, how proud | am to represent the great addressing the problems of servicing
Australian Labor Party in this place. | wasthese growth centres, it is appropriate to
born and went to school in Isaacs. It is whergaflect on the efforts of the Chifley govern-
my family has lived for almost 50 years andnent's crucial work in the postwar reconstruc-
where we choose to live today. tion of Australia. Through the application of

In particular, | appreciate the sacrifices thaboth effective planning and urban strategies,
my wife, Maria, has endured over the lasthe governments of Chifley and Whitlam fac-
four years. | am particularly fortunate to havalitated the provision of infrastructure de-
her as my best mate. Without her, | simplwigned to ensure that people in outlying
would not be standing here today. | thanigrowth areas would be able to access and
both Maria and my parents for their enduringnjoy the same rights and facilities available
support. They have shared the journey witto those who live in older and more settled
me and provided guidance and wise counsateas.
along the way. | am honoured to have both This approach was continued by the
Maria and my young one-year-old son, Lachgeating government in its most recent term of
lan, in the gallery today. office. The federal Labor government fostered

Neither my mother, Joy, nor my fatherthe development of a sense of community:
Alan, ever took the view that society or thethrough its better cities program in areas such
community at large owed them a living. Inas Cranbourne; its funding of the electrifica-
this, they led by example. My parents instilledion of the Dandenong to Cranbourne rail
in my sister—now a world renowned medicalink; and its building, in its last term, of
research scientist and doctor—and me tHBEET, CES and DSS offices. A campus of
values of hard work and thinking for our-the Casey College of TAFE was recently
selves and the principle that every person hagpened in the city of Cranbourne, and a
the right to a fair go. My parents and many otampus of the Monash University sits nearby
their generation often struggled to achieve thia the suburb of Berwick.
fair go that many of my generation seem Now pespite these initiatives, however, feelings
to take for granted. of isolation remain in places like Cranbourne.

| am also here as a result of the hard workVith the intention of locating our electoral
of many dedicated people. In particular, bffice in this area, | am determined to do all
extend my thanks to Keith Withers and Jenny can to ensure that resources are allocated to
Lindell, who drove the Isaacs campaign, anduch areas as Cranbourne and Carrum Downs,
to all those branch members and supporteis particular, so that the residents may enjoy
for whom no task was too onerous. a better quality of life.

Covering approximately 180 square kilo- Port Phillip Bay is perhaps the region’s
metres, Isaacs is basically an outer Melbourrgreatest physical asset. The bay, which has
metropolitan seat. It covers an area on thigeen my backyard for almost all of my life,
eastern side of Port Phillip Bay, extendindhas always been the most popular source of
from Cheltenham in the north, south arountkisure activities in the area. Much needs to
the bay and inland to the rapidly growingbe done to protect the bay and the waters
areas of Carrum Downs and Cranbourne. which filter into it through the magnificent

the Australian electorate, its people confrorf the bay and the polluted waters of the
a range of social problems similar to thosdlordialloc Creek Wh,ICh continue to flow into
encountered by the Australian community af threaten that area’s fragile ecosystem.
large. | have just alluded to the southern end The government’'s new-found commitment
of Isaacs where lie the growth centres ofo the environment appears to be short-lived.
Carrum Downs and Cranbourne. Cranbourriehe Environment Protection Authority was set
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up by a Labor government in 1991 as th@ost-election departures which represent a
organisation charged with responsibilitysignificant breach of faith with the Australian
pivotal to the development and maintenancelectorate.

of environmental standards and to undertake, cyrrent awards which provide a safety net

among other things, environmental impacs secure, relevant and consistent wages and
statements on behalf of the governmengonditions will be dramatically curtailed by
Considering the government's ill-fated envithe scrapping of conditions covering such
ronment policy and its intent to abolish th&yngamental matters as meal breaks, rest
EPA, the future of both Port Phillip Bay andperiods, breaks between shifts, protective
the Australian environment at large hangs 'glothing and so on. Similarly, the government
the balance. also intends to reduce the jurisdiction of the
In the established areas of the electorai@dependent umpire—the Australian Industrial
where the number of people aged 55 yeafdelations Commission—by preventing it from
and over significantly exceeds that of thé&ettling disputes other than in a limited area.
Melbourne metropolitan area at large, one dfor workers who have grievances that extend
the greatest issues of concern is maintenanégyond the commission’s restricted powers
of the age pension. As alluded to by mythe law of the jungle will prevail.
colleague the member for Batman in his first The government proposes to remove the
speech a moment ago, the age pension unadgfmmission’s jurisdiction to both scrutinise
the Keating government was increased to 2&ustralian workplace agreements and remedy
per cent of average weekly earnings througdliscrimination through orders providing for
an ongoing six-monthly series of indexatiorequal pay for work of equal value. That is
increases. One can only hark back to the faflindamentally at odds with every notion of
that, when last in government and as the thefairness and equity within our great Australian
Treasurer, the current Prime Minister (Mrsociety.
Howard) decided on a progressive decline in tha federal government, irrespective of

the I_e\éel ofdpensions—which, of course, Werghich particular flavour it might be, does not
not indexed. possess the power to determine wage out-

The working men and women of Isaacsomes. As the accord years have demonstrat-
look to the government to place before therad, this is most productively achieved by
an industrial relations system based on nott®ngaging in dialogue with those who repre-
ing more than justice and equity—a systersent workers. The abolition of the accord and
which will protect their rights to safe, securethe cessation of this dialogue removes control
and rewarding employment. The need for thever a fundamental and most effective arm of
federal government to deliver this has neveconomic management—that being wages
been more critical, now that state governpolicy.
ments of a particularly conservative hue— The fact that the current government has
notably in the states of Victoria and Westergupported a meagre two out of some 13
Australia—have laid waste to the decent anflational wage case based increases since the
fair industrial relations system that operate¢htroduction of the prices and incomes accord
in their states under previous Labor governin 1983 offers a brutal insight into this
ments. government’s lack of empathy for the Austral-

It has become increasingly clear since thi&n worker. This is not a system under which
election, and particularly since the release ifi0 Australian will be worse off, as was so
March of the government's industrial relationdréquently claimed by the present Prime
implementation discussion paper, that thinister during the election campaign.
government intends to change our industrial May | say that | am honoured to have as
relations system in ways which represent my electorate the seat of Isaacs, which took
significant departure from its pre-electionts name from Sir Isaac Isaacs. Sir Isaac
policy. The government does not, in my view)saacs was, as many will be aware, a great
have a mandate to implement these radicAlustralian. He was elected to the Legislative
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Assembly in Victoria in 1892. He was the Some argued that, despite the language of
Victorian delegate to the constitutional conthe Australian constitution, the power of the
vention in 1897. He became a member of th€Eommonwealth could be restricted by refer-
first federal parliament as the member for Indénce to unstated implied powers reserved for
in 1901. He was Attorney-General in 190%he states. Sir Isaac Isaacs rejected this view.
and was appointed to the High Court thén the famous legal case of Amalgamated
following year. In 1930 Sir Isaac Isaacs wasociety of Engineers against the Adelaide
appointed Chief Justice of the High Court. IrSteamship Co. Ltd, Sir Isaac said in his
1931, amidst great controversy, at the age ofajority ruling:
76 he was appointed Governor-General Gfye have striven to fulfil the duty the Constitution
Australia. He became the first Australian-boriplaces upon this court of loyaily permitting that
Governor-General. great instrument of government to speak with its
. N own voice clear of any qualifications which the
He was an authority on constitutionalpeople of the Commonwealth or, at their request,
matters and had a great bearing on the histoflye imperial parliament have not thought fit to
of Australia. Although Sir Isaac Isaacs wasxpress, and clear of any questions of expediency
not a member of the Labor Party, he remainghich this court is neither intended to consider nor
part of an important body of thought which iseduipped with the means of determining.
fundamental to the development of our nationthis case, commonly referred to as the
It is a body of thought to which the Austral-engineers’ case, constituted the great legal
ian Labor Party is inexorably linked. Sincestep forward in the growth of the Common-
Federation we have been a party of nationatealth’s legal capacity to involve itself in
expansion; a party with an ambitious visiorgreat national questions affecting the lives of
of what the Commonwealth can achievenillions of Australians.

through national action. It is a vision shared | 1942 the uniform tax case provided the
with Sir Isaac Isaacs: a vision of governmentommonwealth with the financial capacity to
intervention and government action—not, agrovide services and opportunities for all
the conservatives would argue, to fettepystralians regardless of geography or person-
people’s lives and interfere in daily activitiesy| circumstances. Taken together, the uniform
but, rather, to expand opportunity and tGncome tax case and the engineers’ case set
redress injustice. the foundations for our modern federal
As representatives of political parties—agovernment. At the time, conservatives argued
most of us here on this late afternoon are—Ritterly against the constitutional under-
is easy to see the great Australian struggle &1nings of these doctrines, believing that
a struggle between Labor and the conservihey would forever destroy the federal bal-
tives. However, just as the struggle of th@nce. What they were really arguing for was
20th century has been the battle between tffe narrow interpretation of the role of the
advocates of individualism versus the supporEommonwealth government and a narrow,
ers of collective action, so too has the strugPessimistic vision of what a national govern-
gle in Australian history been the battlement could achieve for the Australian people.
between the nation builders and the rent |t is ironic to note—having read of the
seekers. government’s plans released yesterday to hand

Sir Isaac Isaacs was a fierce advocate §fck some $18 billion of spending in the
nation building. Like all of the great nation@'€@s of health, housing, child care and aged
builders of Australian history, he possessed s%prwces in the form of broadband grants to
fierce vision that matched his ambitions fofh€ States—that, on the conservative side of
Australia. Sir Isaacs’s vision was based upoROitics, their thinking on this issue has not
a growing role for the Commonwealthmoved beyond the outdated mind-set of the
government. He was unwilling to allow &&rly part of this century.
narrow legal interpretations about the nature Listening to the inaugural addresses of
of Australian federalism to restrict the develsome coalition members who are quick to
opment of Commonwealth power. invoke the Menzies legacy, | am reminded
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that Menzies, at least by conservative stanall in the community and, indeed, the capacity
ards, was a great centralist. Like Labor primef that community to do business.

ministers before him, he expanded the |, 1975 Gough Whitlam articulated his

Commonwealth's involvement in a range Ofgtion of the federal government's activist
areas. Prime Minister Menzies presided oV&ple in ensuring equality in the following
a long, long, long postwar boom. Commonterms:

wealth revenue expanded annually as t’%ehe concept of equality—what | call positive
economy grew. In turn, much of this revenu quality—does not have as its goal equality of

was passed directly to the states. personal income.

However, Menzies missed the fundamentathe approach is based on this concept: increasingly
opportunity to utilise the financial strength ofa citizen’s real standard of living, the health of
the Commonwealth to demand of the statdgmself and his family, his children’s opportunities
programs, investments and policies in keepirl§" €ducation and self-improvement, his access to
with the philosophy of government acting a th'OYme”t opporturfnmes, his att."“ty to denlo)gtthel

. . . . ation's resources fTor recreation an cultura
a primary catalyst in meetlng_the SO_C'aI an.‘gctivity, his ability to participate in the decisions
economic needs of a developing nation. Thignd actions of the community, are determined not
deficiency was identified by Gough Whitlam,so much by his income but by the availability and
who enunciated his great charter for Comaccessibility of the services which the community
monwealth involvement in a host of areas thatone can provide.
had traditionally been the preserve of th¢Time expired)

states. Gough said: Debate (on motion byMr Taylor ) ad-
In our obsession with section 92 which is held uggyrned.

as the bulwark of private enterprise, we forge

section 96 which is the charter of public enterprise. ADJOURNMENT

As members would be aware, section 96 of Motion (by Mr Andrew Thomson) pro-
the Australian constitution provides theposed;

Commonwealth with the capacity to provide
conditional financial assistance to the states.

Whitlam was derided, particularly in coun- Rieusset, Mr Robin

try areas, as a rampant centralist. What is Mr TANNER (Melbourne) (5.26 p.m.)—

often not remembered is the squalor thd#lr Speaker, | congratulate you on your
existed in many of those regional centres anglection to high office. | am sure you will do

in the growing suburbs of Melbourne andyreat honour to the office. I rise this evening
Sydney. Indeed, Whitlam was the first Primeéo pay tribute to a dedicated trade unionist,
Minister in Australian history to represent thecolleague and friend of mine, Robin Rieusset,
sprawling outer suburbs that characteriseho tragically died several days ago and who
much of Australia, suburbs like those in mywill be greatly missed by the organisation
beloved electorate of Isaacs. which | had the privilege to represent for

For Whitlam, Commonwealth involvement200Ut Six years.

was a precondition of economic and social Robin Rieusset joined the Victorian branch
progress, as only the national government haif the Federated Clerks Union when | was the
the financial resources to meet the growingtate secretary of the branch in April 1989.
needs of these Australians. Whitlam recog¥Fhere were nine people on the interview short
nised that, in a modern community, greatdist. Of those nine, eight were known to the
equity was not a product of shifting incomeeadership of the organisation. Robin Rieusset
scales. Neither did he believe that equalitywas the ninth. It was an indication of his
could be advanced by the imposition ofxtraordinary talent, capacity and dedication
restrictions; instead, he believed that greatdat he was able to secure the selection for the
equity and greater opportunities could only bgosition in spite of the fact that he was the
achieved by the provision of better infrastrucenly candidate not known by the leadership
ture—resources that improved the wealth off the union.

That the House do now adjourn.
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He came well recommended as a verfrivate Sector Branch) as part of the many
strong, very compassionate and very cornsnion amalgamations that we have seen, and
sidered person by the many people whom w&as continuing to work for the welfare of
were privileged to deal with. Very quickly union members and the welfare of the union
within the union, Robin made an enormousis an organisation at large.
contribution. He was a great adviser, a great e was dedicated. He worked hard, long
source of strength and a great source @joyrs, often to his own detriment. He made
knowledge and commitment and, very quicky tremendous contribution to the trade union
ly, he became one of those informal leadengoyement. His level of dedication, compas-
in the organisation that others turn to—nokjo selflessness and far-sighted vision for

only fellow organisers, officials, shop stew+he trade union movement has rarely been
ards and members but also me. As the stad@en in the Victorian trade union movement.

secretary and leader of the organisation, | hadis |oss is enormous. On behalf of my wife
many occasions to turn to Robin for advicgng |, | would like to record my deep sadness
and suggestions as to how a very difficull; Robin’s passing. Mate, | think you made a
situation should be dealt with. fantastic contribution and will miss you

This was a time of great stress in our uniorgnormously.
We were a new leadership. We had taken Nomad Aircraft
over after a very difficult election battle. .
There were many court cases, many difficul: Mr TAYLOR  (Groom) (5.31 p.m.)—lI rise
ties and many industrial disputes, and Robin" the first time in this, the 38th Parliament.
influence was enormous. He was a thoughtfup€fore 1 speak, | would like to congratulate
compassionate and very idealistic person. H&U, Mr Speaker, on your ascendancy to high
was not a member of the Labor Party, exceftIc€ and ask you to pass on to the Deputy
for a very short time in the early 1980s. He>P€aker and to the Second Deputy Speaker
was probably too left wing and too principled™ congratulations and best wishes as well.
to be a member of our great party; nonethe! U and | have been close friends for 30
less, that did not stop me from relying on hiny€ars and parliamentary colleagues for eight.

for advice, assistance and a sense of directionknow that you will carry out your high
office with the discipline and the dedication

He became a good friend of mine, of m\that you exhibited both in the Royal Austral-

wife Nicky and of other people in the unionjan Air Force and in this parliament. | wish
and he continued until his death to be a gregbu well.

friend. During 1990-91 he worked in the

: raise for the benefit of the House this
eastern suburbs of Melbourne as an organis tJ . ;
for the union and in areas like Composit Svenlng a report that was tabled in the other

' eplace yesterday by the Senate Foreign Affairs,
Buyers, VHA Trading Ltd, NEC and Cadbury efence and Trade References Committee and

there will be many members this week wh ;
will regret the passing of Robin Rieusset—-hat relates to the crash of a Nomad aircraft

L - _In March 1990. Those people who have been
ﬂggg buenel(rjlnilrfl}li’ er?(?e()g Ig VF]IEO\?V% r\liv?r? Iti rm/rs this parliament for some time will under-

; y : IN%tand that | raised that issue six years ago,
what previously had often been fairly quiel; o+ atter it happened, continued to do so and
fairly uninterested places into strong, effectiv 0 S0 again this eve’ning For the benefit of
and worthwhile workplaces. Robin Rieuss e record, that aircraft ‘crashed in March
will also be missed by members of our unio 990 just outside Edinburgh. It resulted in the
at the TAB telephone betting. He made a

g - . ~death of one RAAF flight lieutenant, Flight
enormous contribution to organising effectives . ; . .
ly the workers at that workplace. Lieutenant Donovan, whose widow lived in

my electorate and who had, until joining the

In recent years, in spite of one or two upKRAAF, been a member of the Australian
and downs of life, Robin had continued toArmy Aviation Corps, stationed in the Oakey
make a substantial contribution to the unionfviation Centre, which is within my elector-
now the Australian Services Union (MEUate.
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The report that has been tabled by the Setate you on your election as Speaker. | am
ate and the Senate committee has, up tosare you will hold the position with distinc-
point, satisfied a lot of the misgivings thattion. | rise to pay a brief tribute to Ms Netta
have been represented both by me and othdéarns, a very beloved and important figure in
over the last six years. Its recommendation ghe Australian Labor Party, who died in
extending a statute of limitations under th&€anberra this week at the age of 72. My
Defence Discipline Act for people who mightcolleague the honourable member for Can-
or might not be charged from three to fiveberra (Mr McMullan) made a brief reference
years is a step in the right direction. Howeveto this subject in the adjournment debate last
the report is a little disappointing to me,night until he ran out of time.

having appeared before that Senate committeq\I etta Burns was not a name that was at all

in September last year and having table ell known publicly, yet she had an immense

Some very significant_qlocumentation on thq fluence. She was one of those rare blithe
aircraft type, not specifically on the Donova pirits who helped shape and confirm the

crash, but on the aircraft type—the Nomady o atet values of human life—compassion,
Again, for the benefit of those members Whay ooy * foritude, enthusiasm, integrity and
have only recently joined this House, | haveyo, qtign “She touched and shaped hundreds
spoken on the subject of the aircraft generallys o5 and, indirectly, millions. She was full
over the last seven or eight years since | haVéar ideas, full of determination but a great

been herg,_to the point where it has now be [$tener, one of life’s encouragers. She was
grounded; it has been removed from the Ausk, o4’ tough and analytical as well and the

;a;}l:)atﬂdDefence Force inventory, and so i onsummate, quintessential networker. In two
’ . . Labor governments she inspired, encouraged

But what continues to concern me is theyhq goaded Bill Hayden, as he then was, and
fact that the documentation that | tabled bepg Grimes to provide the best social security

fore the Senate committee has seemingly n9§/stem the economy was capable of deliver-

been carried through by that committee. Mayl-ng. She retained her loving but critical

be the committee saw it as outside its termgnisiasm for the Labor Party until the end.

of reference. However, | make the point iy ring the Canberra by-election and ACT
this place this evening that that documentatiofiactions she worked for the party with her

reveals to my mind and to the minds of a ok stomary dedication and efficiency.
of other people that that aircraft is unsafe. It

concerns me that a number of the aircraft. She was extraordinarily unselfish—one of
about 20 or 25, are still registered on the civithose unknown and unrecognised heroines on
register in Australia. There are 50 or 60 ofvhom civil society depends. I saw her last on
them registered overseas. It may be a cord® March. She talked animatedly and uncom-
mercial embarrassment to Australia to findPlainingly about the election results and about
that and to have this sort of criticism voicedhe composition and capacity of the shadow
both in this parliament and publicly; nevertheministry which had been elected that morning.
less, | do so once again. These aircraft hay@ut then we passed to more serious matters—
inherent stability problems. I hope that somethe BBC production oPride and Prejudice
body will take it on board. | hope that theShe objected to the exaggerated rendering of
new Minister for Transport and Regional DevMrs Bennett and the failure to use a tall
elopment (Mr Sharp) will look more closely actress for Lydia, whose height is a feature in
at the situation of the Nomad on the civil regthe novel. She was irritated by the music and
ister. | hope that, as a result of the DonovaH1e slow pace and expressed some concern
crash and the unfortunate death of Flighthat she might not be able to hold on until the

Lieutenant Donovan, something will be doné&nd of the series. She gave grudging approval
about it. to Mr Bennett.

Burns, Ms Netta When | left | felt much better, which was
Mr BARRY JONES (Lalor) (5.36 p.m.)— always the case when | saw her, and | hoped
Mr Speaker, as member for Lalor | congratushe did too. Her enthusiasm never left her.
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We all loved her. We will all miss her. Her The Labor government in Queensland made
death reminds us that we must never give ugp commitment to this organisation to assist
the struggle to create the Australia that sheith funding to complete this project. Unfor-

dreamt of. She was both moral force andunately, these were verbal commitments.
touchstone. It was a potential sanction again¥hey were made by the Clem Jones advisory
acting opportunistically in our political lives council, which was set up by the Goss
to reflect, ‘What would Netta say?’ government to recommend projects for fund-

Her family were devoted to her and attendl’d:_In an interview on 18 April between
ed her lovingly. | hope that all members ofABC radio personality Anna Reynolds and

the House would want to pass on their sympa4ick Veivers, the Queensland Minister for
thy to them in their loss. They were theEmergency Services and Minister for Sport,

immediate family, but we were all—and |Mick Veivers said in response to a question:

would even include people on the othefow Mr. Jones did a fine job, but he left me with
side—part of the extended family and we alh bit of a headache because | know Tom Burns and

have the right to grieve too. Keith DeLacey were nodding and winking and
) . sending letters to all sorts of people and promising
Sporting Facilities the earth because Mundingburra was coming. Now,

__ I understand politics, | accept that that's a great
Mr BROUGH (Longman) (5.39 p.m.)—| way to go, but they've left me with one hell of a

rise to speak about the great work and Visiofeagache to pore through and I've been doing it.
of the Burpengary Baptist Community Church

and its proposal to build a multipurposeThe problem is that right now all that Burpen-
recreation centre. If completed, this projecgary has for the hard work and $600,000 that
could well become a benchmark for comthe community has already put into the
munity complexes in Australia. The Caboolproject is a skeleton. They have bought the
ture shire is basically within the Longmanlast building left on the Expo 88 site. They
electorate. got that far and understood that the state
Mr Slipper —And Fisher. government would assist them. That is not
now possible because over $123 million
Mr BROUGH —The honourable memberyorth of similar projects were given verbal
for Fisher reminds me that it is partially in thegpproval. At this point they have a shortfall
electorate of Fisher. He has about two pesf $1 million.
cent of it. Over 100,000 people live in the
community. There are no worthwhile indoor | will be taking this matter up with the state
sporting facilities in that area for thosemember for this area in the hope that we can
100,000 people. This particular organisatiodo something for this area which is so badly
has undertaken to build a multipurpose condacking facilities. If you compare the popula-
munity recreation facility housing two baskettion base of the Burpengary and Caboolture
ball courts, with line markings for netball, areas, which is 100,000, with that of Can-
volleyball and badminton. This would be aberra, you will note that there are far more
venue for recreation and charity organisationfacilities in Canberra per head of population
Complementing the project will be the adjointhan there are in this area. This is particularly
ing developments of child care, aged care arré¢levant when you consider that we have
additional education and sporting facilities. many young families in the area.

The youth of Burpengary, Narangba and \i; sjipper —Caboolture is more produc-
Morayfield will be the major beneficiaries of 4je.

the centre. As | have pointed out, there are no

other major facilities in this area. At this point Mr BROUGH —Caboolture is far more
the Burpengary community has already putroductive. The honourable member who just
over $600,000 into this project. They haventerjected helped me during the election
also committed a further $550,000 in voluncampaign. He was the previous member for
tary labour. The total project is worth $2.4this area and opened the project many years
million. ago.
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Finally, | hope that when we make promise$ias been delivered. In some areas, | have to
in this place or other similar establishmentsay it has.

we can fulfil them, because communities put , .
P ’ The post office arrangement at Bulli, at East
a lot of faith in us. When they have spent S«oonona and at other parts of my electorate

much money and put so much effort Itqq operating quite successfully. A better

something they deserve the rewards that ha L : :
. rvice is being provided because the news-
been promised to them, regardless of Whethé%ent and other small business operators who

agyg%r;nmstranon remains or falls by thehave taken over that agency arrangement have
' been prepared to operate the post office for
longer hours. But in Thirroul, a major centre
of Wollongong's northern suburbs, our con-
stituents believe that a post office, and noth-
ing less, is something which should be sus-
Mr MARTIN (Cunningham) (5.44 p.m.)—I tained. | will be making further representa-
wish to raise two issues of local concern téions to the relevant minister—Senator AISton,
the electors of Wollongong and more largely think, in this case—to see whether he can
the lllawarra region. The first relates to @ut his ideological bent of privatisation
decision, which will affect the people of thePehind him just for once to see whether this
Thirroul, Austinmere and the northern suburbBarticular post office might be retained.

area of Wollongong, to shut down the Thir- The second issue concerns the development
roul Post Office. Last year Australia Posbf 3 major indoor sports entertainment facility
decided that it wanted to conduct a survey tgyr the |llawarra. Some years ago it was
see whether or not the financial situation ofjecided that our region was in desperate need
that post office might not be improved andst such a facility. The former state govern-
whether or not a post office agency arranggnent, led by John Fahey, actually promised
ment in that northern suburb might not be 14 million” towards its” construction. The
more preferable arrangement. At the timegypsequent state government of Bob Carr
local community groups got together and agreed to commit a similar amount and that
submission was prepared. A very large petinoney is available. However, the Wollongong
tion was prepared and submitted to parliasports Ground Trust was therefore placed in
ment. It called upon the government of thehe rather difficult position of having to
day not to downgrade that post office or turthorrow the rest. As you will appreciate—and
it into an agency arrangement but, ratheyf, am sure many honourable members do—
have it remain. sports ground trusts are nothing more than
eindividuals who give of their time freely to
é(vork on behalf of state governments, for no
Pward I might say, to ensure that a public

it. Surprise, surprise! Immediately after th acility is put to great use and in some way

election, once again, that particular closure i rings benefit to the local area.

on the agenda. It is something which is to be The Wollongong Sports Ground Trust
regretted, because as | endeavoured to potherefore was, and still is, staring down the
out to the management of Australia Post—barrel of having to borrow several million
who | might say are quite sympathetic aboudiollars—somewhere in the order of $12
this and have been quite reasonable in thamillion—to complete this project. It is a
interpretation of the desires of local communiproject, incidentally, which will create jobs
ties and who have been prepared on evenpot only in construction but upon completion,
occasion to go and talk to people—already iparticularly for young people in the lllawarra
Wollongong’s northern suburbs many of thosevhere youth unemployment is still unaccept-
post offices have shut, post office agencieably high. It will also be a facility for the
have been put in place and there are stiflear 2000 Olympics because it will be not
some concerns as to whether a better servioaly a facility for local constituents of mine

Wollongong Post Office

lllawarra: Sports Facility

The then Minister for Communications, th
Hon. Michael Lee, agreed with that and th
decision was taken not to do anything abo
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and my colleague the member for Throsby | do not want to comment upon the particu-
(Mr Hollis) but also an attractive venue forlar investigation. But | think there is some-
the year 2000 Olympics. thing wrong with a commission which insists
hat a nine-year-old boy be left alone during

We wrote to our colleague Brian Howe a n investigation, which is not a terribly urgent

E]ceogg]n?i(iolg);?/g?ospﬁtrart]?%Irlglgzvr\:?sgﬁoﬁ.egggfel nvestigation, while his father is taken away
tably, the election intervened before he coul F questioning.
approve $4 million towards the cost of that Mr Brian Suter, who was the campaign
facility. As chairman of IREDO, | wrote to director for the Independent Greens’ candidate
the Minister for Transport and RegionalMr Bradshaw, said that when he arrived at
Development (Mr Sharp), requesting that $4vork at 8.30 in the morning five CJC investi-
million—and we have been knocked back, fogators were waiting for him. They interviewed
very spurious reasons, | might say. Eim all da):Ji Mr Suﬁer wr?_lsdto hff:lve picIEed Iu_p
. - , is son and two other children from school in
| simply t?]pﬁ’?ﬁl to thte mlnlstzrtto ft”:jd thatihe afternoon. The CIC would not permit Mr
hm;vr:ae¥osgorr%w ;:pnggig;OllngE[;gs becl)ig\s/gg- ter to go unaccompanied to the school to
W 1 : €dick up the children. Officers of the CJC went
all of the criteria have been met for thi§yin Mr Syter, picked up all three children,
submission, and | simply appeal 10 theyqnneq the other two off and Mr Suter
minister to do the right thing in another part,qyises_if you can believe the headline in
of regional Australia. the BrisbanéSunday Mail ‘Home alone child
Criminal Justice Commission row'—that the CJC forced his child to be left
at home alone when he was taken back for
Mr kSLlF:cPEF (FiSEer) (5.49 p”.m.)—Mr further questioning.
Speaker, firstly, at the outset allow me to .
congratulate you on your election to this high Mr Let ﬁrand from fjh(tehct‘]& said that thatld
office. | am particularly pleased to see yoy'a> "o I ?t Ca.fﬁ anlz a 13e nme-;l/gar_- cl)
looking the part as well as acting the parp2y,Was Ieft with a ~z- or 1s-year-old gir

: : : e ext door. As the father of a nine-year-old
ﬂg\r/:/nac}wgréhgocresr%;’nvgﬁr of sittings of thegon and a seven-year-old daughter, I am

appalled that the Queensland CJC could either
I will not detain the House for long tonight, leave a nine-year-old boy at home alone or

but | do want to outline a matter whichleave a nine-year-old boy with a 12-year-old

should be of concern to all members of thigirl, the daughter of a neighbour.

House relating to Queensland's Criminal Jus- | pajieve that it is really important that the

tice Commission. The Criminal Justice COMyy aansiand government look into these

glst&_orll ha;sthvery matnty re.?%ons.[[b”r']“efjactions by the Criminal Justice Commission.
ertainly, at the present ime it has IS Nand js 1ota1ly unacceptable that any government

full investigating certain deals allegedly struck, " aking this kind of investigation would

between lobby groups and parties prior to thg, + some fellow off and leave a nine-year-

Mundingburra by-election which ultimately o 4oy either at home alone or, alternatively,

saw a change of government—a changg yhe company of another child.

which, | might say, is very much for the

better in Queensland. Essendon Aircraft Safety Standards

But there was a situation where the Crimi- Mr KELVIN THOMSON  (Wills) (5.52
nal Justice Commission only a week or so agp.m.)—I want to draw to the attention of the
forced a nine-year-old boy to be left at homéJinister for Transport and Regional Develop-
alone while his father was interviewed aboument (Mr Sharp) the inadequacy of the report
certain matters relating to the Mundingburrdy the Bureau of Air Safety Investigation into
by-election. The nine-year-old son of a Goldhe crash of a De Havilland Dove in Decem-
Coast businessman has been the innocesdr 1993 into five Gilbertson Street, Essendon
victim of a marathon CJC investigation. houses. | find it absolutely extraordinary that
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a report of 2% years standing following acase, charter flights should be banned from
crash of this seriousness should make rBssendon.

effective recommendations for change 10 \ye have a most unsatisfactory situation
oceur. with this report simply telling us that, follow-

The report identifies failure of the Dove'sing the move of the larger aircraft to Tulla-
right engine caused by failure of the engine’§harine years ago, safety standards at Essen-
fuel control unit fuel pumps as the key caus€on have in effect been lowered. This report
of the crash, yet its recommendation thagnderscores the unsuitability of Essendon
these pumps be inspected in other aircraft h@port as a place for light planes and for
been rejected by the Civil Aviation Authority charter aircraft. Tests the bureau conducted
and the bureau has meekly accepted this. It Rdicate that, following the failure of the right
absolutely extraordinary! In December 199%Nngine, in its view a safe return to the runway
lives were put at needless risk because ti@llowed by a stop within the confines of the
fuel control pump of a 1948 plane which haddirport would have been possible but not
not been checked since 1981 failed. Does tHecessarily before the end of the runway.
bureau or the Civil Aviation Authority intend  The bureau goes on to say that the pilot’'s
that these planes should simply fly until thgudgment was that there was not enough
fuel control units give out? distance to land straight ahead safely within

The report also identifies the failure of thethe confines of the airport and that attempting

: ; . ch a manoeuvre might have resulted in the
landing gear to retract when the pilot first! ; :
selected it up as a key reason why the plar}afircraft crashing onto the busy Tullamarine

was unable to fly with its remaining engine. eewady. This SEthWS l;/vhat op_pone”ntsl Of,
It states, ‘Periodic checking of the adjustme sesedr? g;?e'rpg’ertwggﬁ tﬁgnEsa)ggg 06:1 gifn(?r't
of the landing gear selection system is there- nwass and the housin i:Ssim | inal?j-
fore a critical practice that was not addresse ty 9 Ply
in the systems of scheduled maintenance.’ Y guate.
the bureau has made no recommendationWe now have a situation where the third
whatsoever for landing gear maintenance tggrious crash has occurred from the airport. In
include this check. So, instead of recomment978 we had the crash of a Partenavia plane
dations to address these problems, residerifé0 a house in Airport West, involving the
living around the Essendon airport are tol@leaths of virtually an entire family. It was an
that we are going to have to learn to live witrappalling accident for the local community. In
a lower safety standard than applies, fot986 an air ambulance crashed north of the
example, at Tullamarine airport. airport in the only place where one could
et _ crash and avoid housing. Then in December
The report states, ‘If light aircraft are to be1993 we had the crash in Gilbertson Street,
operated in a realistic manner, a level Ofssendon, with damage to persons and to

safety lower than that present in large aircraﬁroperty. It was a miracle that no-one was
must be tolerated.’ It also states, ‘During takegkilled from that crash.

off there is an accepted risk period within L L
which should an engine failure occur an 1 nere is virtually nothing in the way of

accident might result of up to 25 seconds Fécommendations coming out of this report

Perhaps so, but Essendon, which is completB{t€r 22 years. Itis simply not good enough,

o nd | urge the Minister for Transport and
]I%rstﬁgzgnggss% r(l)c():Lélstng 's hardly the plac egional Development to take up with the

Bureau of Air Safety Investigation and the
The situation is particularly serious concern€ivil Aviation Authority the lack of action
ing charter aircraft. According to the reportconcerning the fuel pump and landing gear
no guarantees are provided concerning thaievelations. | urge him to take action which
ability to fly with one engine inoperative. will guarantee that such a crash will not recur,
Their certificate of airworthiness simply doesecause certainly in the present situation we
not require it. If this is to continue to be thehave no such guarantee.
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Public Service public to understand that for the most part

Mrs CROSIO (Prospect) (5.57 p.m.)—As high standards and hard work are exactly
with most people with a healthy interest inVhat they get from the people serving them.
politics, | have read with interest a number of The Public Service is not the exclusive
media commentators since the federal electiatomain of poor quality management or staff
to gauge not only their opinions on the newncompetency. That, | am afraid, is an occu-
government but also their views on the Labopational hazard associated with working life
Party’s loss. Mike Gibson has been one dh general whether you spend it in the public
those commentators. He has a column in thar in the private sector. To portray the situa-
Sydney Telegraph which is a daily news- tion as being any different is not only false
paper in New South Wales. Whilst in the pashbut its consequences are serious. Denigrating
| have simply turned the page if | foundthe role that our public servants play and
myself disagreeing with any of his commentsgasting aspersions on their work is not only
several weeks ago | encountered a piedefair but also fruitless for all of us.

which | felt, as a member of parliament, I had By cultivating the already unfortunate popu-
a responsibility to comment on. lar notion that the Public Service is a haven

Mr Gibson’s article on 12 April centred on fOr I%eople _vt\)/ho car:jnothmake it in the real
the federal government's threats to submit th@©rld, Mr Gi fﬁn. an é’t ertcor_nme'z[ﬂte;tors are
public sector to large scale cutbacks. Gibson&couraging their readers 1o view that service

; ; ith disdain; to consider those people whose
point was that the public servants nee_ded wareers are based on working |$1 th% public’s
view the government axe as a reality of

today’s competitive job market. In his articletntereSt as somehow inferior. By perpetuating

Mr Gibson summed up the working life of thejoined with those holding equally misguided

public servant as thus: views in destroying just that one bit more of
There they sit in a giant waiting room, spendinghe reputation and, in turn, the morale of our
their days moving around bits of paper, rubberPublic Service. By broadcasting his unfair
stamping regulations, drinking cups of tea a”@)pinion in a popular daily newspaper column,
eating Iced Vo Vos, watching the clock on thegipson, rather than encouraging our public
wall, until they retire. servants to move to higher levels of manage-
A very evocative picture and one that willment with quality and productivity, is contri-
unfortunately appeal to many. Public servantsuting to the public sector’s growing resent-
have always been an easy target, not only fonent of the way it is seen by society.
cutback minded governments wielding the pebate interrupted.

financial razor but for everybody from media House adjourned at 6 p.m.
commentators like Gibson to comedians at

large. PAPERS

Who hasn't got their own horror story to  The following papers were deemed to have
tell of the ‘incompetent public servant'? Whobeen presented on 2 May 1996:
hasn't nodded with agreement when listening Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commis-
to callers on talkback radio programs com- sion Act, Directions under section 142E, 30 April
plaining about the treatment that they received ég%'l Securi Social Securi
from a government department? Yet while it o o ecurity Act, Social Security (Present
'rom a g P f Value of Unpaid Amounts-Interest Rate) Notice
is right for people to demand and expect a (No. 1).
high standard of performance from the Public Social Security (Qualification for Carer Pension-
Service, it is also equally necessary for the Higher Amounts) Determination (No. 1).

his erroneous view, Gibson has inadvertently



318 REPRESENTATIVES Thursday, 2 May 1996



