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Portfolio question number: 23

2019-20 Additional estimates

Environment and Communications Committee, Industry, Science, Energy and
Resources Portfolio

Senator Janet Rice: asked the Department of Industry, Science and Resources on 2
March 2020—

Senator RICE: With regard to the liquid fuel security review, the interim report was
close to a year ago. What is the status of the review? Why has it taken so long? Your
website still says that we expect the liquid fuel security review will be completed in
late 2019. What's causing the delay?MrWyndham: The interim report was
published in April. Senator RICE: It is now March. That was 11 months ago.Mr
Wyndham:We have obviously been through a range of consultations. Across the
period of the review we did meet with 85 different organisations. We received 29
submissions in response to the interim review and we've been working through those.
Senator RICE: That many, really?MrWyndham: Beyond that, we have been
working on the scenarios that we have been talking about. It is important to get the
assumptions of those right when we're talking about things like what is going to
happen if there is closure of shipping lanes. Actually it's quite a complex task to pull
together those assumptions. The department has provided the review to government,
and it's a matter for them to consider at this point in time. Senator RICE: So the
department has completed its work?MrWyndham: It's complete when the
government says it's complete. I can't rule out that they'll ask us to do more work, for
example, but that's where it is at at the moment. Senator RICE:Why the delay,
Minister? When did you provide the report to government?MrWyndham: It was
provided in December of last year. Senator RICE: Do you have an expectation of
when the government is going to release it, Minister? Senator Birmingham: No, but
I'm happy to take that on notice.
Answer —
Please see attached.
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Senator RICE:  With regard to the liquid fuel security review, the interim report was close to a year 

ago. What is the status of the review? Why has it taken so long? Your website still says that we 

expect the liquid fuel security review will be completed in late 2019. What's causing the delay? 

 Mr Wyndham:  The interim report was published in April.  

Senator RICE:  It is now March. That was 11 months ago. 

Mr Wyndham:  We have obviously been through a range of consultations. Across the period of the 

review we did meet with 85 different organisations. We received 29 submissions in response to the 

interim review and we've been working through those. 

Senator RICE:  That many, really? 

Mr Wyndham:  Beyond that, we have been working on the scenarios that we have been talking 

about. It is important to get the assumptions of those right when we're talking about things like what 

is going to happen if there is closure of shipping lanes. Actually it's quite a complex task to pull 

together those assumptions. The department has provided the review to government, and it's a 

matter for them to consider at this point in time. 

Senator RICE:  So the department has completed its work? 

Mr Wyndham:  It's complete when the government says it's complete. I can't rule out that they'll ask 

us to do more work, for example, but that's where it is at at the moment. 

Senator RICE:  Why the delay, Minister? When did you provide the report to government? 

Mr Wyndham:  It was provided in December of last year. 

Senator RICE:  Do you have an expectation of when the government is going to release it, Minister? 

Senator Birmingham:  No, but I'm happy to take that on notice. 

 

 

ANSWER:  
The date for release is a decision for Government. The Liquid Fuel Security Review will take a long 

term view of the fuel sector and it will be important to consider these long term assessments in light 

of the impacts on the industry due to COVID-19. The Government is currently prioritising working 

with the fuel industry on short term actions to monitor emerging issues and continue to provide 

supply certainty.    

 

 

 

 


