
Question on notice no. 346

Portfolio question number: SQ25-002690

2025-26 Supplementary Budget estimates

Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Committee, Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development, Communications, Sport and the Arts
Portfolio

Senator Bridget McKenzie: asked the Department of Infrastructure, Transport,
Regional Development, Communications, Sport and the Arts on 12 December 2025—

(1. The Aviation White Paper refers to the Minister issuing a Statement of
Expectations to airport operators to guide conduct, governance and protection of
aviation capability. Has a Statement of Expectations been formally issued to
Moorabbin Airport Corporation?

(a) If yes, on what date was it issued?

(b) If not, why not?
2. Has a Statement of Expectations been issued to all federally leased airport
operators?

(a) If yes, provide the dates of issue for each airport.

(b) If not, which airports have not yet received one, and why?
3. Is the Statement of Expectations publicly available?

(a) If so, where is it published?

(b) If not, why has it not been made public?
4. What legal or regulatory status does the Statement of Expectations have?

(a) Is it binding on airport leaseholders?

(b) Is compliance with it monitored by the Department?

(c) Are there any enforcement consequences for non-compliance?
5. Does the Statement of Expectations include explicit requirements in relation
to:

(a) Protection of General Aviation activity

(b) Retention of aviation land and infrastructure

(c) Replacement of demolished aviation facilities

(d) Limitation of non-aviation commercial development



(e) Engagement with State and local planning authorities
6. Has the Department assessed whether the actions of Moorabbin Airport
Corporation, including the demolition and non-replacement of seven aviation
buildings are consistent with the Minister's Statement of Expectations?

(a) If so, provide the outcome of that assessment.

(b) If not, why has no such assessment occurred?
7. If the Statement of Expectations has not yet been issued, how is the
Department currently giving effect to the Minister's commitments in the Aviation
White Paper in relation to General Aviation protection and airport governance?
Answer —
Please see PDF attachment.
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Topic: Statement of Expectations for federally leased airports 

Senator Bridget McKenzie asked:

1. The Aviation White Paper refers to the Minister issuing a Statement of Expectations to 
airport operators to guide conduct, governance and protection of aviation capability. 
Has a Statement of Expectations been formally issued to Moorabbin Airport 
Corporation? a) If yes, on what date was it issued? b) If not, why not?

2. Has a Statement of Expectations been issued to all federally leased airport operators? a) 
If yes, provide the dates of issue for each airport. b) If not, which airports have not yet 
received one, and why?

3. Is the Statement of Expectations publicly available? a) If so, where is it published? b) If 
not, why has it not been made public?

4. What legal or regulatory status does the Statement of Expectations have? a) Is it binding 
on airport leaseholders? b) Is compliance with it monitored by the Department? c) Are 
there any enforcement consequences for non-compliance?

5. Does the Statement of Expectations include explicit requirements in relation to: a) 
Protection of General Aviation activity b) Retention of aviation land and infrastructure c) 
Replacement of demolished aviation facilities d) Limitation of non-aviation commercial 
development e) Engagement with State and local planning authorities

6. Has the Department assessed whether the actions of Moorabbin Airport Corporation, 
including the demolition and non-replacement of seven aviation buildings are consistent 
with the Minister’s Statement of Expectations? a) If so, provide the outcome of that 
assessment. b) If not, why has no such assessment occurred?

7. If the Statement of Expectations has not yet been issued, how is the Department 
currently giving effect to the Minister’s commitments in the Aviation White Paper in 
relation to General Aviation protection and airport governance?

Answer:

1. Page 9 of the Aviation White Paper – Towards 2050 states:

‘The government will protect GA’s access to LFAs by setting clear expectations for 
airport master plans and establishing a clear statement of expectations for how the 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications 
and the Arts will fulfil its function as a regulator under the Airports Act 1996.’
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On 26 August 2024, the Hon Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development and Local Government wrote to all Airport Lessee Companies 
(ALCs) setting clear expectations of the Australian Government for airport master plans 
with Leased Federal Airports (LFAs). This included Moorabbin Airport Corporation (MAC) 
and outlined a number of matters she will have regard to in considering draft master 
plans and draft major development plans (see Attachment A).

Additionally, as outlined in the Aviation White Paper, on 17 December 2025, the 
Statement of Expectations for how the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development, Communications, Sport and the Arts will fulfil its function as a 
regulator was made publicly available at 
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/infrastructure-transport-vehicles/transport-strategy-
policy/regulation-department.

2. Refer to Question 1 response. 

3. Refer to Question 1 response.

4. The department continues to fulfil its function as a regulator, ensuring ALCs are 
compliant with their obligations under the Airports Act 1996. Both the Statement of 
Expectations and the letter of 26 August 2024 do not alter any of the delegated 
authorities’ requirements to perform legislated functions and they are to be read 
alongside the laws that apply to the department and the laws administered by the 
delegated authorities.

5. Yes, the Statement of Expectations for how the department will fulfil its function as a 
regulator includes the expectation that the department ensure Master Plans and Major 
Development Plans (MDPs) include appropriate access for all civil aviation airport users 
including general aviation. This is reiterated in the letter of 26 August 2024, the minister 
wrote advising all ALCs that when she considers MDP’s and Masterplans that she would 
have regard to ‘whether appropriate access to the airport site has been provided for 
General Aviation users, consistent with the requirements of the Airport Act 1996 that I 
must have regard to ‘the extent to which carrying out the plan would meet present and 
future requirements of civil aviation users of the airport… for services and facilities 
relating to the airport concerned’.

6. No, under the Airports Act 1996, the ALC is responsible for overseeing development and 
building activities at the airport it operates. The demolition of buildings or other 
structures on leased federal airport sites requires demolition authorisation, which the 
proponent must submit to the Airport Building Controller (ABC) through the 
department’s electronic lodgement facility. Aside from the demolition authorisation 
process, there is no requirement for the proponent or the ABC to inform the 
department of a proposed demolition.

7. Refer to Question 1 response. 

Attachments
• A: Letter from Min C King to Moorabbin Airport Corporation






