Question on notice no. 49
Portfolio question number: SQ24-001181
2024-25 Supplementary budget estimates

Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Committee, Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts Portfolio

Senator Bridget McKenzie: asked the Department of Infrastructure, Transport,
Regional Development, Communications and the Arts on 4 November 2024—

Senator McKENZIE: Given the number of people who are no longer with us around
this topic, and when the decision was being made, could I please ask the department
to take on notice to look through diaries, maybe recollections of the date, for the
reason and who may have been involved in a discussion between the PMO and
Minister King's office around the decision to block Qatar Airways?

Ms Purvis-Smith: We can take that on notice, Senator, but we may not have anything.
We are not necessarily privy to the discussions or diaries of people in the minister's
office.

Answer —
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Topic: Meeting between the PMO and Minister King regarding Qatar Airways
Senator Bridget McKenzie asked:

Senator McKENZIE: Given the number of people who are no longer with us around this
topic, and when the decision was being made, could | please ask the department to take on
notice to look through diaries, maybe recollections of the date, for the reason and who may
have been involved in a discussion between the PMO and Minister King's office around the
decision to block Qatar Airways?

Ms Purvis-Smith: We can take that on notice, Senator, but we may not have anything. We
are not necessarily privy to the discussions or diaries of people in the minister's office.

Answer:

The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and
the Arts is not aware of any discussions between the Prime Minister’s Office and Minister
King’s Office.



