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2023-24 Additional estimates

Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Committee, Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts Portfolio

Senator David Fawcett: asked the Civil Aviation Safety Authority on 12 February
2024—

Senator FAWCETT: I accept what you are saying and I welcome that-a good strong
process-but I want to go back to the basis of principle. The whole discussion started
with the fact that you believed that the operational test was a valid way to move
forward as a third level of testing. Both you, I believe, and Dr Manderson made the
comment that, should a pilot pass that operational test without any issues, they would
be issued an aviation medical certificate without condition, note, restriction,
endorsement et cetera. Is that still your principled position that you are seeking to find
the evidence to work towards?
Ms Spence: We are working our way through that, and it will be the basis for a
discussion paper, as Mr Marcelja mentioned. That is the intention. I don't think we
have moved away from that, but we just need to make sure that we can actually turn
the principle into a deliverable outcome.
Senator FAWCETT: You have highlighted in the evidence you have provided that
there has been close dialogue with both the New Zealanders and the FAA. Have they
indicated that they will change their position if you don't believe that you can reach
that point?
Ms Spence: I think our issue is more around how we come up with a repeatable test.
At this stage, we haven't had any conversations with the FAA or New Zealand to
suggest that they would move away from their positions. But, again, we can take on
notice if there has been any feedback along those lines.
Answer —
Please find answer attached
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Senator David Fawcett asked:

Senator FAWCETT: I accept what you are saying and I welcome that—a good strong 
process—but I want to go back to the basis of principle. The whole discussion started with 
the fact that you believed that the operational test was a valid way to move forward as a 
third level of testing. Both you, I believe, and Dr Manderson made the comment that, 
should a pilot pass that operational test without any issues, they would be issued an 
aviation medical certificate without condition, note, restriction, endorsement et cetera. Is 
that still your principled position that you are seeking to find the evidence to work towards?
Ms Spence: We are working our way through that, and it will be the basis for a discussion 
paper, as Mr Marcelja mentioned. That is the intention. I don't think we have moved away 
from that, but we just need to make sure that we can actually turn the principle into a 
deliverable outcome.
Senator FAWCETT: You have highlighted in the evidence you have provided that there has 
been close dialogue with both the New Zealanders and the FAA. Have they indicated that 
they will change their position if you don't believe that you can reach that point?
 Ms Spence: I think our issue is more around how we come up with a repeatable test. At this 
stage, we haven't had any conversations with the FAA or New Zealand to suggest that they 
would move away from their positions. But, again, we can take on notice if there has been 
any feedback along those lines. 

Answer:

The Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) is not aware of any intention from the United 
States of America Federal Aviation Administration or the Civil Aviation Authority of New 
Zealand to review their administration of pilots with colour vision deficiency based on the 
work currently underway by CASA. 


