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2023-24 Additional estimates

Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Committee, Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts Portfolio

Senator the Hon. Matthew Canavan: asked the Department of Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts on 12 February
2024—

Senator McKENZIE: Have you let the minister know that this is the department's
decision, Mr Betts?
Mr Betts: I think it's now on the public record, so this will be wrapped up in their
wider consideration of the full process.
Senator Chisholm: Based on the timing, it did expire under the previous government
if the dates were correct.
Senator CANAVAN: I'm making it very clear. I think, from the evidence we've
received, that it doesn't sound like it's been an explicit decision of the minister-if we
can trust the advice and evidence we've been provided with here. The department said
they'd made the decision to not comply with this particular act. I just want to be very
clear: has the department, at any time, advised the minister or written to this minister
or a minister in the previous government-
Senator McKENZIE: Any minister-not Catherine King but the minister in the
previous government.
Senator CANAVAN: to say, 'We know that section 66

(1) of this act says ''this'', but we've decided ''this''.' Has that happened?
Ms Purvis-Smith: I'd have to take that on notice.


