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Senator Bridget McKenzie: asked the Department of Infrastructure, Transport,
Regional Development, Communications and the Arts on 2 November 2023—

Mr Betts, why didn't you attend the Senate Select Committee on Commonwealth
Bilateral Air Service Agreements?
Answer —
Please find answer attached
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Committee Question Number: 164

Departmental Question Number: SQ23-005344

Division/Agency Name: DIV - International Aviation Technology and Services

Hansard Reference: Written (02 November 2023)

Topic: Secretary's attendance at Committee Inquiry Hearing - Commonwealth Bilateral Air 
Service Agreements

Senator Bridget McKenzie asked:

Mr Betts, why didn’t you attend the Senate Select Committee on Commonwealth Bilateral 
Air Service Agreements?

Answer:

As requested by Senator McKenzie in her letter of 13 September 2023, the Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts made 
available the ‘suitable senior officials with knowledge relevant to the Committee’s terms of 
reference to attend the Senate Select Committee on Commonwealth Bilateral Air Service 
Agreements.’ 

Secretary Betts instructed the senior officials with the appropriate subject matter expertise 
best able to answer the detailed questions of the Committee to attend, as undertaken in his 
letter in response to Senator McKenzie. The department was represented by:

• Marisa Purvis-Smith, Deputy Secretary, Transport Group
• Richard Wood, First Assistant Secretary International Aviation, Technology and 

Services
• Stephanie Werner, First Assistant Secretary, Domestic Aviation and Reform
• Jim Wolfe, Assistant Secretary, International Aviation, Technology and Services
• Ben Vincent, Assistant Secretary, Domestic Policy and Programs.

Attachments

• Attachment A: Correspondence from Senator McKenzie to Secretary Betts.
• Attachment B: Correspondence from Secretary Betts to Senator McKenzie.
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Regional Development, Communications and the Arts

Secretary
Jim Betts

EC23-005398

Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie
Chair

Senate Select Committee on Commonwealth Bilateral Air Services Agreements

Senator for Victoria

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senator McKenzie

Thank youforyourletter of 13 September 2023 regarding the establishment of the Select
Committee on Commonwealth Bilateral Air Services Agreements.

The Department will be making a submission to assist the Committee with its examination of

bilateral air services agreements covering the nature of these agreements, the processes by which

they are established and updated, and negotiations that have taken place since 2016.

Wewill seek to be as comprehensiveas possible in our submission while noting, as you will

appreciate, that Australia has air services agreements with more than 100 countries covering the

rights of airlines of Australia and ourbilateral partners.

Wewill assist the Committee with the matters raised in the attachmentto yourletter, noting that the
Ministerfor Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, the Hon
Catherine King MP,has claimed public interest immunity for documents subject to Senate Orders
for the Production of Documents No 297 and 299 by yourself and Senator Rice.

I have instructed that seniorofficials from the Department with relevant experience and expertise
are available and prepared to attend hearings and assist the Committee, as you have requested.

Yours sincerely

ithe ott
Jim Betts

4§ September 2023
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