
Question on notice no. 4

Portfolio question number: Ahpra-2024.004

2023-24 Additional estimates

Community Affairs Committee, Australian Health Practitioner Regulation
Agency Portfolio

Senator the Hon. Anne Ruston: asked the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation
Agency on 15 February 2024—

Senator RUSTON: How are you, sir? I asked the department to provide me with some
information in relation to current workforce breakdowns, and they very generously
advised me that you were the person that I needed to ask that information of. Could
you give me a breakdown of the current care workforce numbers across Australia:
registered nurses, enrolled nurses, GPs, disability-care workers and aged-care
workers?
Mr Fletcher: I can give you the data that we have for registered health practitioners, as
of 30 June 2023, which is published data in our annual report.
Senator RUSTON: Do you have anything since then?
Mr Fletcher: I could give you data up to December 2023, but I would need to take that
on notice.
Senator RUSTON: That's fine. If you could, I assume-
Mr Fletcher: I just want to be clear that that would be for the registered health
professions. For example, we don't regulate disability workers.
Senator RUSTON: As much as anything, I'm really keen to understand registered
nurses, enrolled nurses and GPs.
Mr Fletcher: We can do that.
Senator RUSTON: If there's a lot of work involved in that, I am more than happy for
you-
Mr Fletcher: No, no; that's very easy to provide. We can give it to you up until the end
of the last calendar year.
Senator RUSTON: Fantastic! Thank you
Answer —
Please see attached answer.
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Question: 

Senator RUSTON: How are you, sir? I asked the department to provide me with some 
information in relation to current workforce breakdowns, and they very generously advised 
me that you were the person that I needed to ask that information of. Could you give me a 
breakdown of the current care workforce numbers across Australia: registered nurses, 
enrolled nurses, GPs, disability-care workers and aged-care workers?  

Mr Fletcher: I can give you the data that we have for registered health practitioners, as of 30 
June 2023, which is published data in our annual report.  

Senator RUSTON: Do you have anything since then?  

Mr Fletcher: I could give you data up to December 2023, but I would need to take that on 
notice.  

Senator RUSTON: That's fine. If you could, I assume—  

Mr Fletcher: I just want to be clear that that would be for the registered health professions. 
For example, we don't regulate disability workers.  

Senator RUSTON: As much as anything, I'm really keen to understand registered nurses, 
enrolled nurses and GPs.  

Mr Fletcher: We can do that.  

Senator RUSTON: If there's a lot of work involved in that, I am more than happy for you—  

Mr Fletcher: No, no; that's very easy to provide. We can give it to you up until the end of the 
last calendar year.  

Senator RUSTON: Fantastic! Thank you 

Answer:   

As at 31 December 2023, there were 34,548 medical practitioners holding specialist 
registration in general practice (includes medical practitioners who hold both general and 
specialist registration). There are also a small number of practitioners with limited or 
provisional registration, practising with supervision in general practice.  
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The number of registered nurses and enrolled nurses at 31 December 2023 is set out in the 
following table: 
  

Divisions Registrants 
Enrolled Nurse (Division 2) 69,002 
Enrolled Nurse (Division 2) and Registered Nurse 
(Division 1) 11,372 
Registered Nurse (Division 1) 406,090 
Total 486,464 

 
 

 


