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Senator Hanson-Young asked:

1. When are the regional trials anticipated to be completed?

a. If not until 2028, does that mean that everywhere will be an orange zone under traffic light
system until 20287

b. So, in spite of commitments made to protect 30x30 and zero extinction, there will be no
guaranteed protected areas until 2028?

c. If there are no guaranteed protected areas until 2028, how will the Government achieve its
targets of 30x30 and zero extinction by 20307?

d. Is this plan proofed to withstand a potential change in government before 2028?

e. Under the traffic light plan, will the spatial zoning system be reviewed periodically,
considering biodiversity conditions may change?

2. What is the timeline on the standard for regional planning?

a. Has a framework been developed for regional planning?

b. Shouldn’t this come after the standard has been developed, with this as the foundation?

Answer:

The Australian Government is working with states to begin regional planning, and that work
will support regular assessments under the existing Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation (EPBC) Act, 1999.

Regional planning is already underway and will be taken into account for regular assessments
under the existing EPBC Act.

A regional planning framework will be released by the government

A regional planning standard will be released as an Exposure draft alongside the draft
legislation.



