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Senator Nick McKim asked:

Senator McKIM:  Has the OSI had contact with the ICC's Office of the Prosecutor, which 
is carrying out an investigation into war crimes and other crimes committed in 
Afghanistan since 2002? 
Mr Moraitis:  Yes, we have. I wrote to the prosecutor of the ICC explaining the work, 
existence and establishment of the OSI, who is in it, what our roles are and what our 
terms of reference are. That was sent last year. That follows on from correspondence 
from government to do with the work of the Brereton inquiry. We're interested in 
ensuring that the ICC understands what's happening in Australia. We're a party to the 
Rome Statute, and I'd say we're a party in pretty good standing with the that statute. 
Senator McKIM:  Approximately when last year was that letter? 
Mr Moraitis:  It was after the appointment of the new prosecutor, I think. I can give you 
the date: I wrote to him in June last year.
Senator McKIM:  Is there any issue with making that letter available to the committee? 
Mr Moraitis:  I don't think so. I'll take that on notice and I'll provide it if I can.

Answer: 
Please refer to the enclosed letter to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court. 
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DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
Mr Chris Moraitis PSM 

Mr Chris Moraitis PSM is the Director-General for the Office of the Special Investigator, a position 
he has held since January 2021. 

Before joining the Office, Mr Moraitis was the Secretary of the Attorney-General's Department 
(September 2014 to January 2021). 

Before joining the Attorney-General's Department, Mr Moraitis was a Deputy Secretary in the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (April 2013 to September 2014). 

He has held several executive positions in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, including 
First Assistant Secretary, Corporate Management Division (2010-2013); First Assistant Secretary, 
International Organisations and Legal Division (2010); Senior Legal Adviser (2002-2006); Assistant 
Secretary, Staffing Branch (2001-2002). Mr Moraitis first joined the department as a Graduate 
Trainee in 1989. 

Overseas, Mr Moraitis has served as High Commissioner to Papua New Guinea (2006-2009), 
Counsellor, Australian Embassy, Paris (1996-99), First Secretary, Australian Embassy, Madrid 
(1995) and Third Secretary, Australian Mission to the United Nations and Conference on 
Disarmament in Geneva (1990-1991). 

Mr Moraitis was awarded the Public Service Medal in 2014 for outstanding public service to 
Australia's international affairs. 

Mr Moraitis holds Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws degrees from the University of Melbourne 
and a Masters of International Law from the Australian National University. He was admitted to 
practice in Victoria as a Barrister and Solicitor in 1988. 



         

SPECIAL INVESTIGATOR 
The Hon Mark Weinberg AO QC 

The Hon Mark Weinberg AO QC is the Special Investigator for the Office of the Special 
Investigator, a position in which he commenced in February 2021. 

Before joining the Office of the Special Investigator, Mr Weinberg was appointed a Reserve Judge 
of the Victorian Court of Appeal from 8 May 2018, and continued to sit regularly, and on a full-time 
basis. 

Mr Weinberg was appointed to the Court of Appeal, Supreme Court of Victoria in July 2008. Prior 
to that, Mr Weinberg was a judge of the Federal Court of Australia from 1998 to 2008 and 
previously held a series of additional judicial and other appointments. 

Mr Weinberg was appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia in 2017.  He was awarded the 
degree of LLD (Honoris Causa) by Monash University in October 2017. 

Mr Weinberg was the Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions from 1988 to 1991. 

Mr Weinberg was admitted to practice in New South Wales in 1974, and in Victoria in 1975. In 
1975 he joined the academic staff of the University of Melbourne, where he held various positions 
in the Faculty of Law, culminating in Dean of the Faculty from 1984 to 1985. 



         

DIRECTOR OF INVESTIGATIONS 

Mr Ross Barnett APM 

Mr Ross Barnett APM is the Director of Investigations for the Office of the Special Investigator, a 
position he has held since January 2021. 

Before joining the Office, he was appointed as Queensland’s first Racing Integrity Commissioner (a 
position he held between 1 May 2016 and December 2020). 

Mr Barnett was a former Deputy Commissioner of the Queensland Police Service who worked for 
nearly 40 years’ as one of the State’s most distinguished officers. He served as Deputy 
Commissioner for Specialist Operations and was the Police Commander for the G20 Leaders’ 
Summit in 2014. 

Mr Barnett has experience working in major crime and drug squads and has served in a number of 
senior investigative roles at the National Crime Authority, the Australian Crime Commission and 
the Queensland Crime Commission. 

He holds a Degree in Justice Administration, a Masters in Public Policy & Administration, and a 
Graduate Diploma in Executive Leadership. He is also a graduate of the Police Executive 
Leadership Program and has completed the National Academy and National Executive Institute 
programs run by the FBI in the United States. 

Mr Barnett has received two QPS Commissioner’s Commendations and was awarded the National 
Crime Authority’s highest individual honour – the Geoffrey Bowen Memorial Award – in 1997. He 
received an Australian Police Medal in the 2007 Australia Day Honours list and received the 
Commissioner’s Award for Meritorious Service in 2012. 










