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Purpose
To respond to the House Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs’ call for input into the draft Disability (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standards (The draft Premises Standards).  
Background
Established in October 2000, Vision 2020 Australia is part of ‘VISION 2020: The Right to Sight’, a global initiative of the World Health Organisation and the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness. 

As the peak body for the eye health and vision care sector, Vision 2020 Australia represents over 50 member organisations involved in; local and global eye care, health promotion, low vision support, vision rehabilitation, eye research, professional assistance and community support. 

Collectively, Vision 2020 Australia and members seek to eliminate avoidable blindness and vision loss by the year 2020 and ensure blindness and vision impairment are no longer barriers to full participation in the community.

Vision 2020 Australia played a pivotal role in the development of the National Framework for Action to Promote Eye Health and Prevent Avoidable Blindness and Vision Loss.  
Summary of the Draft Disability (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standards 2009
Vision 2020 Australia commends the Australian Government for referring the draft Premises Standards to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs for public consultation.  

The development of the draft Premises Standards is indicative of the Australian Government’s commitment to the National Disability Reform agenda and the National Disability Strategy. The introduction of the standards is an example of the intent to bring disability issues into mainstream public policy. From Vision 2020 Australia’s perspective, it is imperative the draft Premises Standards give consideration to the issues faced by persons who are blind or have low vision. 
Vision 2020 Australia supports the draft Premises Standards. The organisation believes their positive repercussions will be twofold.  They will clarify the responsibilities of stakeholders who have responsibilities in relation to public and private buildings and ensure that new buildings and new building work comply with the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA). This will achieve consistency between building law and the DDA.
Importantly, they will also enable persons who are vision impaired access to buildings used for the social, economic, political and cultural life of our community, enhancing their social capacity and quality of life.

Points for consideration 
While Vision 2020 Australia supports the draft Premises Standards the following clauses require further clarification.
Clause D3.8
Tactile indicators

This standard sets out the requirements for the provision of ground surface indicators to warn people who are vision impaired that they are approaching an oncoming obstacle.

The standard does not make explicit where the signage should be placed.  This is open to misinterpretation and a potential breach of the DDA.
Clause H2.14 
Emergency warning systems
Subsection (2) states ‘In the event of an emergency, provision must be made for people with vision impairment to locate the exit path’.

This clause is also open to misinterpretation.  Further clarification around the provision must be considered otherwise a breach of the DDA may occur. 

Recommendations 

Vision 2020 Australia recommends the consideration of clauses, D3.8 and H.12 and their implications.

The organisation also recommends that all existing buildings not undergoing construction continue to comply with the DDA and not be subject to any concessions or exemptions contained within the draft Premises Standards.
Vision 2020 Australia also recommends that any building issue(s) relating to accessibility for persons who are vision impaired that is not incorporated into the final Disability (Access to Premises – Buildings) Standards be considered for the five year review.

A reconsideration of the breadth of the exceptions and concessions is also recommended.
Vision 2020 encourages the quick passage of the final draft Premises Standards through the parliamentary process.
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