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Question: 
 
Senator McALLISTER: In terms of the supplementation, you named a range of initiatives to 
be funded by this additional money. We have previously been advised that there is a housing 
affordability task force chaired by PM&C. Is that still ongoing? 
Dr Gruen: I can answer that, Senator. The answer is that the task force is no longer ongoing. 
It was in the lead-up to the budget.  
Senator McALLISTER: When was that created? When did it kick off?  
Dr Gruen: We can find that out for you. It ran for about six months before the budget.  
Senator McALLISTER: I think we may have been advised previously that it was in 
December, but I cannot quite recall.  
Dr Gruen: That would be about right, but we can find out for you. 
… 
Senator McALLISTER: Yes. My question was not really about individual departments and 
implementation; it was about coordination of effort. Your evidence is that there was a whole-
of-government position brought forward in the budget. There has obviously been quite a robust 
public debate about the adequacy of that, but nonetheless that was the government's intention. 
We are now in implementation phase. Who is responsible for coordinating implementation of 
the housing package within government?  
Mr Gruen: As part of the budget package, decisions were made about the different aspects of 
it and which departments would be responsible for them. I can get further information on that 
if you would like me to.  
Senator McALLISTER: I think that would be good, because it concerns me that there was 
obviously a gap in coordination that led to Prime Minister and Cabinet being asked to step in 
and fill that gap and play a coordination role. There is now no obvious answer to the question: 
who is coordinating housing policy in government? 
 
Answer: 
 
The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet chaired an interdepartmental committee on 
housing. This committee included representatives from the Department of the Treasury, 
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Department of Social Services and the Department of Infrastructure and Regional 
Development. This committee operated as a virtual taskforce in the lead-up to the 2017-18 
Budget. Its first meeting was on 29 November 2016. 
 
The Department of Treasury is coordinating the implementation of the Reducing Pressure on 
Housing Affordability Plan from the Budget. The measures in the Plan build on work the 
Council on Federal Financial Relations and Heads of Treasuries currently oversee, including 
the Affordable Housing Implementation Taskforce and the Affordable Housing Working 
Group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


