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Question: 
 
Senator McKENZIE: Continuing on how the budget delivers for women, I just wondered if 
you could let us know what the government is doing to strengthen the family law system.  
Ms Hatfield-Dodds: The government is investing in establishing parenting management 
hearings. That is one of the measures, which is designed to be a non-adversarial forum. It is a 
new forum to resolve less complex family law disputes between self-represented parties. It is 
trying to take people out of the high-impact system as much as possible. That is a $12.7 million 
investment in the budget. The budget also provides nearly $11 million to the Federal Circuit 
Court, the Family Court of Australia and the Family Court of Western Australia to employ 
additional family consultants. That is around assisting with the early management of cases 
where there are allegations of family violence or child abuse. That is designed to be a 
preventive measure. In the budget, the other key measure here is the commissioning of the 
Australian Law Reform Commission to undertake a comprehensive review of family law 
system—the idea, of course, being that subsequent budgets may pick up some of those 
recommendations that arise out of that review.  
Senator McKENZIE: Did the report Senator Waters was quoting from go to the NDIS, to 
having a system like that fully funded and to the impact that that would have on any single 
mothers, who are typically the people left caring for children with a disability? If you could, 
take that on notice.  
Ms McIntyre: We will take that on notice. 
 
Answer: 
 
We understand the Report being referred to is the ‘Gender Lens on the Budget’ Report 
produced by the National Foundation for Australian Women. The Report is available at 
http://www.nfaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/FINAL-Gender-Lens-v3-2017.pdf.  
The National Disability Insurance Scheme is considered in the Report. We refer the Senator to 
the authors of the Report for further information.  
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