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Question:

What is the basis for the minister not accepting that a Closing the Gap target on justice could
be negotiated through COAG knowing that the states and territories are involved in
negotiating the current targets? Is a justice target being considered?

Answer:

At the recent Council of Australian Governments meeting all jurisdictions agreed to invest
significant effort in 2017 to refresh the Closing the Gap agenda. A cornerstone of the refresh
will be engaging meaningfully with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leaders and
organisations, including at a local level to make sure the agenda reflects their needs and

aspirations for the future.

New targets, including a justice target, will be considered as part of this work.



