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Did the project that the Human Resources Branch undertook a few years ago around personal leave
within the Department reveal a spike in absenteeism on the Fridays and Mondays before and after
long weekends? If so, what were the precise figures for absenteeism on these days and how does
that compare with absenteeism rates for other days?

ANSWER

Analysis undertaken for the period 1 November 2009 to 31 October 2010 found that there was a
slight increase in personal leave usage on either side of public holidays. In total, over the 12 month
period, 480 unscheduled leave days were taken before a public holiday and 547 unscheduled leave
days were taken the day after a public holiday.

It was found that the highest leave usage day was Tuesday; however it should be noted that it was
only slightly higher at 20.7 per cent with leave usage across the week at approximately 20 per cent
per day.

Recent analysis has revealed there is no longer a spike in absenteeism on the Fridays and Mondays
before and after long weekends.



