PREFACE





Terms of reference


On 24 August 1994, the Senate adopted the following procedural orders relating to the functions of legislation committees and, in particular, their role in relation to annual reports:





that annual reports of departments and agencies stand referred to the legislation committees, in accordance with the allocation of departments and agencies;


that each committee examine each annual report referred to it and report to the Senate whether the report is “apparently satisfactory”;


that each committee consider in more detail, and report to the Senate on, each annual report which is not apparently satisfactory, and on the other annual reports which it selects for more detailed consideration;


that each committee investigate and report to the Senate on any lateness in the presentation of annual reports;


that, in considering an annual report, a committee take into account any relevant remarks about the report made in debate in the Senate; and 


that the reports of the committees draw to the attention of the Senate any significant matters relating to the operation and performance of the bodies furnishing the annual reports.�


Under the procedural order, the Senate agreed that two departments should be allocated to the Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Legislation Committee, namely Primary Industries and Energy, and Transport and Regional Development.





Role of annual reports


The tabling of annual reports continues to be an important element of accountability to Parliament. This was recognised in correspondence dated 18 March 1994 from the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet to departmental secretaries which stated:





Annual reports provide the information necessary for ministers and the Parliament to make informed judgements about the effectiveness of a department in meeting its program objectives ... Annual reports are now considered to be the key accountability document for reviewing actual outcomes for the past financial year.�


�
The importance of annual reports is further enhanced by the use made of them by committees in conjunction with their examination of estimates.� 





Timing of presentation of reports


The procedural order adopted by the Senate of 24 August 1994 requires that legislation committees report on annual reports tabled by 31 October each year by the tenth sitting day of the following year. Committees are also required to report on annual reports tabled by 30 April each year by the tenth sitting day after 30 June of that year.





This report examines the annual reports referred to the Committee between 12 December 1996 and 30 April 1997. The Committee has previously noted and reported on annual reports referred to it from time to time.





Reports referred to the Committee


Six reports, comprising four statutory authorities and two government companies, were referred to the Committee.





A list of the reports referred to the Committee appears at Appendix 1.





Reports not examined


The Committee is not obliged to report on corporate plans or equity and diversity plans and did not do so on this occasion.
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