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The Australian Democrats are not opposed to the creation of a Federal Magistracy.  We note that the majority of submissions were of the view that reform to overcome delays in the Federal and Family Court is needed.

We will pursue a constructive approach with the Federal Attorney-General.  Of importance will be measures that increase the capacity of the new jurisdiction to enhance access and equity particularly as it pertains to:

· People with disabilities

· People who are on low incomes

· The human rights jurisdiction, generally

· The proposed industrial jurisdiction

· The Family Law Act 

The Australian Democrats remain concerned that the proposal to appoint part-time magistrates may infringe the requirements of Chapter III of the Constitution.  In addition, we will be seeking clarification from the Government on the proposed transfer provisions between the Magistracy, Family and Federal Court jurisdictions.
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