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Summary

The Committee believes the Government should give further consideration to several aspects of the legislation before proceeding with it, for example, whether the court should have discretion to punish a person for breach of a parenting order after the parenting program stage, the need for formalities in the execution of binding financial agreements, the possibility of both parties to a parenting order being required to participate in a parenting program, the onus of proof of reasonable excuse.

The Committee specifically recommends
 that legal and financial advice be required for binding financial agreements, that the grounds for setting them aside be expanded, that provision be made for their registration by the court. The Committee also recommends that the Family Court and the Federal Magistrates Court be empowered to vary or discharge each other’s community service orders.

In addition, the Committee recommends that State and Territory authorities responsible for child welfare and the Family Court improve their cooperation to ensure that contact orders endangering children are not made.

Senator Marise Payne

Chair, Legislation Committee

December 1999

� 	All recommendations are made in Chapter 6.
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