Chapter 4


conclusions and recommendation


The Committee notes:


that people requiring migration advice are frequently vulnerable;





there is general acceptance of the view that the regulation of migration agents needs to be enhanced and extended through training, stricter entry requirements and professional development of migration agents;





the assurance of the Migration Institute of Australia that it will exercise the powers and functions of the proposed Migration Agents Registration Authority in a responsible and transparent manner that will benefit the whole migration advice industry and its clients;





that the proposed legislation will subject all sectors of the industry, including the voluntary sector, to the same entry and continuing professional development requirements;


that the proposed charges for the registration of community organisations providing migration advice will be significantly lower than charges to other sectors and that the Government will fund training of advisers in the community sector.


The Committee is of the view that the proposed legislation is timely, appropriate and in the interests of those "consumers" who seek migration advice whether it be from lawyers, fee-charging non lawyers or non-charging agents working in the community sector.


Recommendation


The Committee recommends that the Senate pass the Migration Legislation Amendment (Migration Agents) Bill 1997, the Migration Agents Registration Application Charge Bill 1997 and the Migration Agents Registration Renewal Charge Bill 1997 without amendment.
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