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PREFACE

Terms of reference

On 1 May 1996 a resolution of the Senate allocated the following portfolios to the Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee:

· Attorney-General’s Department; and

· Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs.

This report was prepared pursuant to Standing Order 25(21) relating to the consideration of annual reports by legislation committees. The Standing Order states:

Annual reports of departments and agencies shall stand referred to the legislation committees in accordance with an allocation of departments and agencies in a resolution of the Senate. Each committee shall:

(a)
examine each annual report referred to it and report to the Senate whether the report is apparently satisfactory;

(b)
consider in more detail, and report to the Senate on, each annual report which is not apparently satisfactory, and on the other annual reports which it selects for more detailed consideration;

(c)
investigate and report to the Senate on any lateness in the presentation of annual reports;

(d) in considering an annual report, take into account any relevant remarks about the report made in debate in the Senate;

(e) if the committee so determines, consider annual reports of departments and budget-related agencies in conjunction with examination of estimates;

(f) report on annual reports tabled by 31 October each year by the tenth sitting day of the following year, and on annual reports tabled by 30 April each year by the tenth sitting day after 30 June of that year;

(g) draw to the attention of the Senate any significant matters relating to the operations and performance of the bodies furnishing the annual reports; and

(h) report to the Senate each year whether there are any bodies which do not present annual reports to the Senate and which should present such reports.

Role of annual reports

Annual reports place a great deal of information about government departments and agencies on the public record. Accordingly, the tabling of annual reports continues to be an important element of accountability to Parliament, as the information provided in annual reports assists in the effective examination of the performance of departments and agencies and the administration of government programs.

Timing of presentation of reports on annual reports

Standing order 25(21)(f) requires that legislation committees report on annual reports tabled by 30 April each year by the tenth sitting day after 30 June of that year. 

Reports referred to the committee

This report examines those annual reports referred to the committee between 1 November 1998 and 30 April 1999.

In the ‘Report on the Examination of Annual Reports, No.1 of 1999’, the Committee elected to defer consideration on the annual reports that had been presented to the President of the Senate out of session by 31 October 1998, until the reports had been tabled.  Those reports have since been tabled, and are considered in this report.

During this period 38 annual reports were referred to the committee. These were reports from 2 Government Departments, 23 statutory authorities, 12 non-statutory body - including 2 company annual reports and 10 reports on the operation of certain legislation, and the annual report by the Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs on access and equity. These reports are listed in Appendix 1.

Although errata for five annual reports were referred to, and noted by, the committee, the committee has not commented on them. The errata are also listed in Appendix 1.

“Apparently satisfactory”

Under the terms of standing order 25(21)(a), the committee is required to report to the Senate whether reports are apparently satisfactory. In making this assessment, the committee considers such aspects as compliance with relevant reporting guidelines.

Timeliness

Under standing order 25(21)(c) the committee must also report to the Senate on any lateness in the presentation of annual reports.

This examination of annual reports has shown that reports continue to be of a high standard of presentation and format. Where applicable, organisational objectives have been well‑expressed. The reports provide adequate discussion of areas where improvements in performance are required.

The committee has found that the annual reports examined in this report are apparently satisfactory.  Comments concerning particular reports are set out in the following chapters.

Senator Helen Coonan

Acting Chair
�








� 	Acting Chair in Senator Payne’s absence from 26-31 August 1999


� 	With effect 1 July 1999


� 	With effect 11 August 1999


� 	Requirements for Departmental Annual Reports, March 1994 (for departments/agencies whose heads have powers of a secretary under the Public Service Act 1922); Guidelines of Annual Reports by Statutory Authorities are contained in the Commonwealth Authorities and Companies Orders 1998 and included in Appendix 2. Requirements for the Annual Reports of Non-Statutory Bodies, included at Appendix 3.
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